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1. Geography 
To watch the following questions on YouTube, click on the links given below 

• Video 1 

• Video 2 

• Video 3 

• Video 4  

• Video 5 

1. Snowline is the altitude in a particular place above which some snow remains on the ground 

throughout the year. This snow line is higher for Eastern Himalayas compared to that of Western 

Himalayas. 

Choose the correct reasons in context with the same. 

1. The altitude of the Western Himalayas is higher than the Eastern Himalayas 

2. Eastern Himalayas receive more precipitation from south-west monsoon in the summers than 
compared to Western Himalayas. 

A. Only 1 

B. Only 2 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• Eastern Himalaya’s altitude as well as latitudinal location is lower compared to Western Himalayas. 

Due to higher altitude as well as latitude the temperature is much less in the Western Himalaya and 

as a consequence the snowline in the Western Himalaya is at a lower altitude than in the Eastern 

Himalaya. 

• Southwest monsoon winds bring more rainfall to Eastern Himalayas than compared to Western 

Himalayas. Thus monsoon winds can have moderating effect on Eastern Himalayas and in turn 

increasing the altitude of snowline.   

2. From the ecological point of view, which one of the following assumes importance in being a good link 

between the Eastern Ghats and the Western Ghats?               (UPSC 2017) 

A. Sathyamangalam Tiger Reserve  

B. Nallamala Forest  

C. Nagarhole National Park 
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D. Seshachalam Biosphere Reserve  

Answer: A 

Explanation 

• Sathyamangalam forest range is a significant wildlife corridor in the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve 

between the Western Ghats and the rest of the Eastern Ghats Located in the Erode district of Tamil 

Nadu 

•  With a forest area of 1,411.6 square kilometres, the reserve is a part of the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve 

and lies between the Western Ghats and the rest of the Eastern Ghats.  

• The Sathyamangalam Tiger Reserve was in news for increase in Bear population.  

3. Why are there more cyclones in the Bay of Bengal as compared to the Arabian Sea? 

1. The Arabian Sea is relatively cooler than this temperature range, which the Bay of Bengal offers. 

2. Bay of Bengal being a closed and a smaller water body, it has higher surface temperature 

compared to Arabian sea. 

3. Bay of Bengal receives the remnants of the typhoons originated in Northwestern Pacific ocean. 

A. 1 only 

B. 1 and 3 only 

C. 2 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 only 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

Other Reasons 

• The cyclones originated in Bay of Bengal reach Arabian sea but only remnants of cyclones after 

shedding their energy while traversing over the peninsular landmass. 

• Most of the cyclones in the Arabian Sea are local. They collapse a little after making landfall as there is 

no back-up supply. 

• The hills along the eastern coasts are not high enough to stop cyclones making much inroad into the 

coastal states 

• The Western Ghats prevents the cyclonic storms to go in the hinterland 

4. The Atacama Desert is a desert plateau in South America covering a 1,000 km strip of land on the 

Pacific coast, west of the Andes Mountains. It is associated with: 

A. Peru Current 
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B. Canaries Current 

C. Kuroshio Current 

D. Oyashio Current 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

5. India’s Vishnu Nandan was among 300 researchers to join the Multidisciplinary drifting Observatory 

for the Study of Arctic Climate (MOSAiC) expedition.  

Find the incorrect one in context with the (MOSAIC) expedition? 

A. It is led by the Alfred Wegener Institute in Germany. 

B. It is a one-year-long expedition into the Central Arctic. 

C. The objective of the expedition is to measure the atmospheric, geophysical, oceanographic and all 

other possible variables in the Arctic, and use it to more accurately forecast the changes in our 

weather systems due to climate change in Arctic. 

D. None of the above 

Answer: D 

6.  Which of the following is correct in the context of MSP for MFP Scheme? 

1. The scheme was started by Centre in 2013 to ensure fair and renumerative prices for MFP 

gatherers. 

2. Bamboo is considered a minor forest produce 

A. 1 only 
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B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

MSP for MFPs is announced by the Central government and is revised every 3 years. However, this year 

the authorities revised it earlier than 3 years, by the Pricing Cell constituted under Ministry of Tribal 

Affairs. 

Union Environment ministry asked the states to treat bamboo as a minor forest produce in 2015. 

7. Which of the following statement(s) is/are true in the context of Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups 

(PVTGs?) 

1. PVTG is recognised by the constitution of India 

2. Dhebar Commission was responsible for the creation of the Primitive Tribal Groups which 

ultimately became PVTGs 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• PVTG is neither recognised by the Constitution of India nor is it mentioned in it. But the Scheduled 

Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006 (FRA) has a 

special section regarding the 75 PVGTs and the Act recognises forest and habitat rights of PVTGs 

• Dhebar Commission submitted its report in 1975 created this separate category of Primitive Tribal 

Groups which ultimately were renamed Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups in 2006. The report 

accounted for certain inequalities which existed in the development levels of the tribal communities. 

8. Which of the following communities is exempt by the Central government from obtaining licence for 

firearms? 

A. Kodava 

B. Parivara 

C. Talwara 

D. Siddi  
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Answer: A 

Explanation 

The Centre has decided to continue a British-era rule of exempting the Kodavas of Coorg (a martial 

community of Karnataka) from obtaining licence for firearms such as pistols, revolvers and double-

barrelled shotguns. It is the only community in the country to get such an exemption. 

9. Which of the following tribe is known as 'the Headhunters’? 

A. Nagas 

B. Konyaks 

C. Ao 

D. Sumi 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• North East India is home to many intriguing tribal people and cultures but perhaps the most 

fascinating are the Konyak Tribe, better  known as the headhunters, the largest of 17 officially 

recognized tribes in Nagaland and infamous due to their tradition of head hunting. 

• All Nagas were headhunters and this only stopped with the advent of the Christian missionaries.  

• The Konyaks, who reside deep in the forests of Longwa village, were the last to be converted. They 

were eventually converted by the Ao tribe of Nagaland who were converted by the missionaries. 

• The term “headhunting” was given by outsiders, the Konyak only see themselves as warriors 

10.Which of the following is/are associated with the ‘Denotified Tribes’? 

1. Idate Commission 

2. Criminal Tribes Act 1871 

3. Habitual Offenders Act 1952 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. 2 and 3 only 

D. All of the Above 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• DNTs are a heterogenous group engaged in various occupations such as transport, key-making, salt 

trading, entertaining — acrobats, dancers, snake charmers, jugglers — and pastoralists. These 
www.YouTube.com/SleepyClasses 
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communities were branded ‘born criminals’ under the colonial-era Criminal Tribes Act, 1871. 

Independent India repealed this act in 1952, but the Habitual Offenders Act 1952 kicked in soon. 

• Renke Commission submitted its report in 2008 highlighting that 50 per cent of DNTs lacked any 

kind of documents and 98 per cent were landless. 

• Idate commission was  constituted in 2015 which identified them  state-wise and assessed their 

developmental status. 

11.Ganga basin is the largest river basin in India in terms of catchment area. Identify the states 

associated with the same 

1. Madhya Pradesh 

2. Rajasthan 

3. Uttar Pradesh 

A. 1 Only 

B. 1 and 3 only 

C. 2 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

The basin covers 11 states viz., Uttarakhand, U.P., M.P., Rajasthan, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, 

Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Bihar, West Bengal and Delhi. 
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12.Which of the following passes connect Chumbi Valley to Sikkim?  

1. Nathu La 

2. Jalep La  

3. Shipki La 

4. Bomdi La 

A.  1 Only 

B. 1 and 2 only 

C. 1, 2 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

13.The annual range of temperature in the interior of the continents is high as compared to coastal areas. 

What is/are the reason/reasons? (UPSC – 2013) 

1. Thermal difference between land and water  

2. Variation in altitude between continents and oceans  

3. Presence of strong winds in the interior 

4. Heavy rains in the interior as compared to coasts  

A. 1 only    

B. 1 and 2 only  

C. 2 and 3 only  

D. 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Answer: A 
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Explanation 

• Land heats up and cool down very fast as compared to the water. Areas in the interior of India are far 

away from the moderating influence of the sea. Such areas have extremes of climate.  

• Statement 2 is wrong as there may or may not be much difference between the altitudes of land and 

ocean.  

• Statement 3 is wrong as winds do not contribute enough to the variations in temperature.  

• Statement 4 is wrong as coastal region receive more rainfall.  

14.Which of the following is may be considered as criticism in context with Continental Drift Theory? 

1. The theory doesn’t consider oceans. 

2. It did not explain the formation of oceanic ridges and Island arcs. 

3. Forces like buoyancy, tidal currents and gravity are too weak to be able to move continents. 

A. Only 3 

B. Only 2 and 3 

C. Only 1 and 3 

D. 1, 2 and 3  

Answer: D 

15.Which of the following are considered as Meteorite Crater/s in India? 

1. Lonar Lake  

2. Dhala crater 

3. Ramgarh crater 

A. Only 1  

B. Only 1 and 2 

C. Only 2 and 3 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• Lonar Lake (1.8 km in diameter) in Buldhana District of Maharashtra 

• Dhala crater (14 km in diameter) in Shivpuri district, Madhya Pradesh and 

• Ramgarh crater (3.5 km in diameter) is a potential meteorite crater in Kota plateau in Rajasthan 
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16.The Sudan type climate has which of the following characteristics: 

1. It is transitional and spread majorly over temperate zones. 

2. It is characterized by distinct wet and dry seasons. 

3. It is mainly present below the Tropic of Capricorn. 

Which of the statements given above is/are incorrect? 

A. 1 and 3 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 2 only 

D. All of the above 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

• It is the climate experienced in savanna or tropical grassland regions of the world. These places are 

located near the equator, and they lie between the Southern and the Northern Tropics. It shares 

some similar characteristics with the tropical monsoon climate, but it receives less annual rainfall as 

compared to the tropical monsoon climate.  

• The savanna or Sudan is a transitional type of climate found between equatorial forest and desert.  

• The tropical savanna climate is also called the tropical wet and dry climate. It is confined within the 

tropics and best developed at Sudan where the Dry and wet season are most distinct. Its rainfall is 

characterized by an alternative hot rainy season normally begins in May. 

17.In India, the steel production industry requires the import of            (UPSC 2015) 

A. saltpetre  

B. Rock phosphate  

C. Coking coal  

D. All of the above 

Answer: C 
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Explanation 

Saltpetre 

Potassium nitrate is one of several nitrogen-containing compounds collectively referred to 

as saltpeter or saltpetre. Major uses of potassium nitrate are in fertilizers, tree stump removal, rocket 

propellants and fireworks. It is one of the major constituents of gunpowder (black powder). 

Rock Phosphate 

Phosphorite, phosphate rock or rock phosphate is a non-detrital sedimentary rock that contains high 

amounts of phosphate minerals. 

Metallurgical coal or coking coal 

Metallurgical coal or coking coal is a grade of coal that can be used to produce good-quality coke. Coke is 

an essential fuel and reactant in the blast furnace process for primary steelmaking. 

• The coal found in India is mainly non coking quality and hence coking coal has to be imported 70% of 

the steel produced today uses coal coking coal is a vital ingredient in the steel making process. 

• Saltpetre and rockphosphate are not utilized by majority Steel companies in India.  

• Further, India is a producer of saltpetre and usually does not import this product in large quantity. 

18.The Mogao Caves, also known as the Thousand Buddha Grottoes or Caves of the Thousand Buddhas, 

forms a system of 500 temples are located in: 

A. Cambodia 

B. Thailand 

C. Sri Lanka 

D. China 

Answer: D 

19.Which of the following is true about Tropical Forest Alliance 2020? 

1. The Tropical Forest Alliance 2020 was founded in 2015 at Rio+20. 

2. The aim of the alliance is to halve deforestation by 2025 and end it by 2030. 

A. Only 1 

B. Only 2 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: D 
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20.Which of the following state touches the boundaries of the maximum number of other Indian States? 

A. Telangana 

B. Himachal Pradesh 

C. Madhya Pradesh 

D. Uttar Pradesh 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

21.Identify the wind 

1. It is a Mediterranean wind that comes from the Sahara and reaches hurricane speeds in North 

Africa and Southern Europe. 

2. These winds carry red sand particles from Sahara due to which they cause red color rainfall in 

southern Europe and this rainfall is known as Blood Rain. 

3. These winds are known as Levech in Spain and Leste in Morocco and Madeira, Gibli in Lybia, Chilli 

in Tunisia. 

A. Sirocco  
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B. Chinook 

C. Khamsin 

D. Mistral 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

• Sirocco is the warm, dry, dusty local wind that blows from the Sahara Desert over the central 

Mediterranean, southern Italy and may even reach Spain, etc. Sirocco is a Mediterranean wind that 

comes from the Sahara and reaches hurricane speeds in North Africa and Southern Europe.  

• As the Sirocco descend through the northern slope of the Atlas Mountain they become extremely 

warm and dry .These winds carry red sand particles from Sahara due to which they cause red color 

rainfall in southern Europe and this rainfall is known as Blood Rain.  

• Sirocco is so much laden with sands and dust that the atmospheric visibility reduces almost to zero 

and they are much injurious to the Agriculture and fruit crops. Sirocco winds are known as Levech in 

Spain and Leste in Morocco and Madeira, Gibli in Lybia, Chilli in Tunisia. 

22.Volcanic eruptions do not occur in:              (UPSC 1999) 

A. Baltic Sea 

B. Black Sea 

C. Caribbean Sea 

D. Caspian Sea 

Answer: A 
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Explanation 

In case of Baltic sea, the Baltic sea does not lie in between the tectonic plates but instead the basathic 

rock found in Baltic sea is transported by glacier so volcanic eruptions do not occur in Baltic sea. 

23.As per INDIA STATE OF FORESTS REPORT 2019; identify the state with maximum forest cover as 

percentage of total geographical area: 

A. Mizoram  

B. Arunachal Pradesh  

C. Meghalaya  

D. Manipur 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

• Madhya Pradesh has the largest forest cover in the country followed by Arunachal Pradesh, 

Chhattisgarh, Odisha and Maharashtra.  

•  In terms of forest cover as percentage of total geographical area, the top five States are Mizoram 

(85.41%), Arunachal Pradesh (79.63%), Meghalaya (76.33%), Manipur (75.46%) and Nagaland 

(75.31%). 

  

24.Mahastupa of the Buddhist heritage site of Thotlakonda, which was  reconstructed in 2016 by the 

State Archaeology department, collapsed recently in 2019. It is situated in: 

A. Andhra Pradesh 

B. Telangana 

C. Karnataka 
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D. Bihar 

Answer: A 

25.As per INDIA STATE OF FORESTS REPORT 2019; identify the state with maximum increase in forest 

cover: 

A. Andhra Pradesh  

B. Madhya Pradesh 

C. Mizoram  

D. Karnataka  

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• The top five States in terms of increase in forest cover are Karnataka (1,025 sq km), Andhra Pradesh 

(990 sq km), Kerala (823 sq km), Jammu & Kashmir (371 sq km) and Himachal Pradesh (334 sq km).  

• States showing maximum loss in forest cover are Manipur (499 sq km), Arunachal Pradesh (276 sq 

km) and Mizoram (180 sq km).  

• In terms of forest cover as percentage of total geographical area, the top five States are Mizoram 

(85.41%), Arunachal Pradesh (79.63%), Meghalaya (76.33%), Manipur (75.46%) and Nagaland 

(75.31%). 
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2. History 
To watch the following questions on YouTube, click on the links given below 

• Video 1 

• Video 2 

• Video 3 

• Video 4 

• Video 5 

1. Statement A: Dupleix placed a French army at Hyderabad at the expense of the subahdar. 

Statement B: Dupleix was, in fact, the originator of the practice of subsidiary alliance in India.  

A. If both Statements A and B are correct and B is the reason for A 

B. If both Statements A and B are correct but B is not the reason for A 

C. If Statement A is correct and Statement B is incorrect 

D. If Statement B is correct and Statement A is incorrect 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

• Dupleix was the first European to interfere in the internal politics of the Indian rulers.  

• He supported Muzzaffar Jang for Hyderabad and Chanda Sahib for Carnatic and his candidates 

emerged successful and, in return, gave great concessions to Dupleix. 

• Dupleix was, in fact, the originator of the practice of subsidiary alliance in India.  

• He placed a French army at Hyderabad at the expense of the subahdar. 

2. Which of the following statements is/are correct in the context of Salt Satyagraha? 

1. In Orissa, under Gopalbandhu Chaudhuri, a Gandhian leader, salt satyagraha proved effective in 

the coastal regions of Balasore, Cuttack and Puri districts. 

2. In Assam, the civil disobedience failed to regain the heights attained in 1921-22 due to growing 

conflicts between Assamese and Bengalis, Hindus and Muslims, and the tensions developing from 

the inflow of Muslim peasants from the densely populated east Bengal. 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 
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Answer: C 

Explanation 

• Orissa: Under Gopalbandhu Chaudhuri, a Gandhian leader, salt satyagraha proved effective in the 

coastal regions of Balasore, Cuttack and Puri districts.  

• Assam: The civil disobedience failed to regain the heights attained in 1921-22 due to divisive issues: 

the growing conflicts between Assamese and Bengalis, Hindus and Muslims, and the tensions 

developing from the inflow of Muslim peasants from the densely populated east Bengal. 

• However, a successful student strike against the Cunningham Circular, which banned students’ 

participation in politics, was seen in May 1930.  

3. Statement A: Gandhiji opposed the ‘Communal Award’ as he thought it was harmful to both Hinduism 

and to the depressed classes 

Statement B: He believed the ‘Communal Award’ would undermine the issue of abolishing of 

untouchability, and separate electorates would ensure that the untouchables remained untouchables 

in perpetuity 

A. If both Statements A and B are correct and B is the reason for A 

B. If both Statements A and B are correct but B is not the reason for A 

C. If Statement A is correct and Statement B is incorrect 

D. If Statement B is correct and Statement A is incorrect 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

• Gandhi saw the Communal Award as an attack on Indian unity and nationalism.  

• He thought it was harmful to both Hinduism and to the depressed classes since it provided no answer 

to the socially degraded position of the depressed classes.  

• Once the depressed classes were treated as a separate political entity, he argued, the question of 

abolishing untouchability would get undermined, while separate electorates would ensure that the 

untouchables remained untouchables in perpetuity.  

• Gandhi demanded that the depressed classes be elected through joint and, if possible, a wider 

electorate through universal franchise, while expressing no objection to the demand for a larger 

number of reserved seats 

4. Statement A: Cripps Mission was sent because of the reverses suffered by Britain in South-East Asia, 

and the Japanese threat to invade India 

Statement B: The Allies exerted pressure on Britain to seek Indian cooperation, to thwart any possible 

Japanese attack, and so August Offer was made 
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A. If both Statements A and B are correct and B is the reason for A 

B. If both Statements A and B are correct but B is not the reason for A 

C. If Statement A is correct and Statement B is incorrect 

D. If Statement B is correct and Statement A is incorrect 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• Cripps Mission was sent because of the reverses suffered by Britain in South East Asia, the Japanese 

threat to invade India seemed real now and Indian support became crucial. 

• There was pressure on Britain from the Allies (USA, USSR, China) to seek Indian cooperation. 

5. Which of the following statements is/are correct in the context of Quit India Movement? 

1. The Communists did not join the movement 

2. The Muslim League opposed the movement 

3. The Hindu Mahasabha boycotted the movement 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. All of the above 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• Government officials, especially those belonging to lower levels in police and administration, 

participated resulting in erosion of government loyalty. 

• Muslims helped by giving shelter to underground activists. There were no communal clashes during 

the movement. 

• The Communists did not join the movement; in the wake of Russia (where the communists were in 

power) being attacked by Nazi Germany, the communists began to support the British war against 

Germany and the ‘Imperialist War’ became the ‘People’s War’. 

• The Muslim League opposed the movement, fearing that if the British left India at that time, the 

minorities would be oppressed by the Hindus. 

• The Hindu Mahasabha boycotted the movement. 

• The Princely states showed a low-key response. 
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6. The term 'Khalisa' in the Sultanate and Mughal periods was used for 

A. crown lands 

B. lands owned by the Sufi establishment 

C. lands revenue which was directly deposited in the imperial treasury 

D. land revenue which was assigned to the nobles for maintaining troops 

Answer:  C 

Explanation 

• A revenue yielding and the core of administered land under the scope of the Imperial revenue 

department were termed as Khalisa. 

• The most efficient and fertile lands were under the preview of Khalisa 

7. Which of the following rulers introduced “Rupee” in India? 

A. Akbar 

B. Alauddin Khilji 

C. Shershah Suri 

D. Shah Jahan 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

Sher Shah Suri is known for introduction of three coins in different metals as follows:  

1. A silver coin called Rupiya weighing 178 grains;  

2. Copper coins called dam,  

3. Gold coins called mohur that weighed 169 grains 

8. Akbar had a committee of scholars with cross lingual expertise. In that context, which of the following 

is/are correct? 

1. In that era Mahabharat was translated into Persian and was renamed as Razm Namah 

2. Panchatantra was also translated in Persian by Maulana Husain Faizi and its translated name was 

Yar-i-Danish.  

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 
www.YouTube.com/SleepyClasses 
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Answer: C 

Explanation 

• Akbar had a committee of scholars with cross lingual expertise.  

• Some of them were Naqeeb Khan, Mulla Abdul Qadir Badayuni, Mulla Sheri and Sultan Haji 

Thanesari. 

• In that era Mahabharat was translated into Persian and was renamed as Razm Namah (Saga of the 

Battlefield). 

• Ramayana was translated by Mulla Abdul Qadir Badayuni. 

• Panchatantra was also translated in Persian by Maulana Husain Faizi and its translated name was Yar-

i-Danish.  

• Abul Fazal, Vazeer of Akbar and author of Akbarnama had translated Panchatantra in Persian 

as Anvar-i-Saadat. 

9. Which among the following terms precisely defines the loans given to cultivators for seeds, farm 

implements etc. in the Sultanate and Mughal period? 

A. Dams 

B. Dahsala 

C. Taqqavi 

D. Nasaq 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• Mohammad Bin Tughlaq set up a separate department of agriculture. The primary object of this 

department was to bring uncultivated land under plough.  

• He also extended ‘Taqqavi’ loans to peasants during bad times i.e. natural calamities like floods etc. 

10.The 175 grains coin issued by Iltutmish was in which among the following metals? 

A. Gold 

B. Silver 

C. Copper 

D. Bronze 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• Iltutmish introduced Silver Tanka and Copper Jital, the two coins of the Delhi Sultanate. 
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• The coins prior to Iltutmish were introduced by the invaders which bear the Sanskrit characters and 

even Bull and Shivalinga.  

• Iltutmish was the first to introduce a “Pure Arabic Coin” in India.  

• The Coins were engraved with “The Mighty Sultan, Sun of the Empire and the Faith, Conquest-laden, 

Il-tutmish,” after he received an investiture of Sovereign Sultan of Delhi from the Caliph of Baghdad. 

• The Silver Tanka issued by Iltutmish was weighing 175 grains.  

• Gold Tanka of the same weight was later issued by Balban. 

11.Which among the following places have given the earliest evidence of agriculture in Indian 

subcontinent? 

A. Pratapgarh 

B. Mehrgarh 

C. Quetta 

D. Kalat 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• In the period of the Neolithic revolution, roughly 8000-4000 BCE, agriculture was far from the 

dominant mode of support for human societies.  

• Agro pastoralism in India included threshing, planting crops in rows—either of two or of six—and 

storing grain in granaries. 

• Barley and wheat cultivation—along with the rearing of cattle, sheep and goat—was visible in 

Mehrgarh by 8000-6000 BCE. 

12.The earliest evidence of rice cultivation comes from which among the following valleys? 

A. Central Ganga Valley 

B. Belan Valley 

C. Gomal Valley 

D. Bolan Valley 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

Belan Valley, Allahabad is one of the regions the earliest evidence of rice cultivation has come. 
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13.Which among the following is a Tamil grammatical treatise? 

A. Pattupattu 

B. Ettutogai 

C. Silappadikaram 

D. Tolkappiam 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• The Tolkappiyam deals with ilakkanam (grammar) in three books (atikaram), each with nine chapters 

(iyal) of different sizes.  

• The text has a cumulative total of 1,612 sutras in the nūṛpā meter, though some versions of its 

surviving manuscripts have a few less. 

• It is a comprehensive text on grammar, and includes  sutras on orthography, phonology, etymology, 

morphology, semantics, prosody, sentence structure and the significance of context in language. 

14.Which of the following is the most common motif of the Indus Seals? 

A. Unicorn 

B. Bull 

C. Rhinoceros 

D. Elephant 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

The unicorn is the most common motif on Indus seals and appears to represent a mythical animal that 

Greek and Roman sources trace back to the Indian subcontinent. 

15._____________ tells the story of a King who falls in love with the picture of an exiled servant girl. When 

the queen discovers her husband's passion for this girl, she becomes infuriated and has the girl 

imprisoned, but as fate would have it, the servant girl is in fact a true-born princess, thus legitimizing 

the affair. 

A. Mālavikāgnimitram 

B. Abhijñānaśākuntalam 

C. Vikramōrvaśīyam 

D. Kumārasambhava 

Answer: A 
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Explanation 

• Mālavikāgnimitram (Pertaining to Mālavikā and Agnimitra) tells the story of King Agnimitra, who 

falls in love with the picture of an exiled servant girl named Mālavikā.  

• When the queen discovers her husband's passion for this girl, she becomes infuriated and has 

Mālavikā imprisoned, but as fate would have it, Mālavikā is in fact a true-born princess, thus 

legitimizing the affair. 

16.Which of the following demands were put forward by the Lucknow Pact? 

A. Complete independence from the British rule 

B. All the members of the viceroy’s executive council should be Indians 

C. Elected majority in the legislative councils 

D. None of the above 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

The following demands were put forth by the Muslim League and Indian National Congress under the 

Lucknow Pact: 

1. The government should declare that it would confer self-government on Indians at an early date. 

2. The legislative councils should be further expanded with an elected majority and more powers be 

given to them. 

3. Half the members of the Viceroy's executive council should be Indians. 

17.In context of Nehru Report, which among the following statements is/are incorrect? 

1. It suggested that the provinces should be linguistically determined. 

2. It rejected the provision of separate electorates for minorities. 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

For the dominion it recommended:  

1. Dominion status on lines of self-governing dominions as the form of government desired by Indians 

(much to the chagrin of younger, militant section—Nehru being prominent among them) 
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2. Rejection of separate electorates which had been the basis of constitutional reforms so far; instead, 

a demand for joint electorates with reservation of seats for Muslims at the Centre and in provinces 

where they were in minority (and not in those where Muslims were in majority, such as Punjab and 

Bengal) in proportion to the Muslim population there with right to contest additional seats 

3. Linguistic provinces 

4. Nineteen fundamental rights including equal rights for women, right to form unions, and universal 

adult suffrage 

5. Responsible government at the Centre and in provinces 

6. Full protection to cultural and religious interests of Muslims 

7. Complete dissociation of State from religion 

18.On which date Indian Independence Act 1947 got Royal Assent?  

A. 18 June 1947 

B. 18 July 1947 

C. 18 March 1947 

D. 18 April 1947 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• The Indian Independence Act, which was based on the Mountbatten plan of June 3, was passed by the 

British parliament on July 5, 1947 and received royal assent or approval on July 18, 1947. 

• On February 20, 1947, the British House of Commons had declared their intention of abandoning the 

authority over the Indian sub-continent.   

Salient features of the Indian Independence Act of 1947 

• The partition of the Indian state and the creation of Pakistan was to come into effect from August 15, 

1947 

• The British government were to officially give up every authority to these newly created dominions 

• The new states were fully authorised to form their own constitution and constituent assemblies 

• The Act had the entire procedure of transferring the powers to the constituent assemblies 

• The states could opt out of the Commonwealth membership at any instance after independence 

• A new Boundary Commission would be appointed to demarcate the line between the provinces of 

Punjab and Bengal 

• Following the Act, the Radcliff Boundary Commission was appointed and the boundary line 

separating India and Pakistan was created 
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• Lord Mountbatten was the first Governor General of India, whereas Mohammad Ali Jinnah became 

the first Governor General of Pakistan. 

19.On which date, Constituent Assembly of India met for the first time? 

A. June 3, 1946 

B. June 6 1946 

C. December 9, 1946 

D. June 12, 1946 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• 6 December 1946: Formation of the Constitution Assembly. (in accordance with French practice.) 

• 9 December 1946: The first meeting was held in the constitution hall (now the Central Hall of 

Parliament House). 1st person to address - J. B. Kripalani. Temporary president Appointed - 

Sachchidananda Sinha. (Demanding a separate state, the Muslim League boycotted the meeting.) 

• 11 December 1946: President Appointed - Rajendra Prasad 

• 13 December 1946: An 'Objective Resolution' was presented by Jawaharlal Nehru 

• 22 January 1947: Objective resolution unanimously adopted. 

• 22 July 1947: National flag adopted. 

• 15 August 1947: Achieved independence. India Split into Dominion of India and Dominion of 

Pakistan. 

• 29 August 1947: Drafting Committee appointed with Dr. B. R. Ambedkar as the Chairman 

• 26 November 1949: 'Constitution of India' passed and adopted by the assembly. 

• 24 January 1950: Last meeting of Constituent Assembly. 'Constitution of India' all signed and 

accepted. (with 395 Articles, 8 Schedules, 22 Parts) 

• 26 January 1950: 'Constitution of India' came in to force 

20.Who among the following assassinated Lt. Colonial Sir William Curzon Wiley, Political ADC to the 

Secretary of State for India in 1909, as one of the first acts of revolution in the Indian independence 

movement? 

A. Madan Lal Dhingra 

B. Har Dayal 

C. Udham Singh 

D. Roshan Singh 
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Answer: A 

Explanation 

• Curzon Wyllie was a British Indian army officer, and later an official of the British Indian Government.  

• He rose through the ranks and occupied a number of administrative and diplomatic posts.  

• Later in his career, he was the political aide-de-camp to the Secretary of State for India, Lord George 

Hamilton. 

• He was also the head of the Secret Police and had been trying to obtain information about Savarkar 

and the revolutionaries 

• On the evening of 1 July 1909, Dhingra, along with a large number of Indians and Englishmen had 

gathered to attend the annual 'At Home' function hosted by the Indian National Association at the 

Imperial Institute. 

• While leaving the hall, he was assassinated by Madan Lal Dhingra, who was tried and sentenced to 

death. 

21.Which among the following is not among Ashtamahasthanas? 

A. Lumbini 

B. Rajgriha 

C. Vajrayana 

D. Taxila 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• The holy places where the four principal events of the Buddha’s life took place are Lumbini (birth); 

Bodh Gaya (Enlightenment); Sarnath (First Sermon); Kusinagar (Death took place). 

• Apart from these four places, there are another four holy places viz. Sravasti, Rajgriha, Vaishali and 

Vajrayana. 

• These eight holy places are known as Ashtamahasthanas. 

22.In the context of the book ‘Manimekalai’, which among the following statements is/are incorrect? 

1. Seethalai Saathanaar was the author of the book ‘Manimekalai’. 

2. Its story is a sequel of an epic ‘Silappadikaram’ that tells the story of the conversion to Buddhism of 

the daughter of Kovalanand Madhavi. 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

www.YouTube.com/SleepyClasses 
www.SleepyClasses.com 

 25

http://www.YouTube.com/SleepyClasses
http://www.SleepyClasses.com


      
C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• Seethalai Saathanaar was the author of the book ‘Manimekalai’.  

• The book is a poem in 30 cantos.  

• It is an "anti-love story", a sequel to the "love story" in the earliest Tamil epic Silappadikaram, with 

some characters from it and their next generation.  

• The title Manimekalaiis also the name of the daughter of Kovalanand Madhavi, who follows in her 

mother's footsteps as a dancer and a Buddhist nun (bhikuni). The epic tells her story.  

• The Manimekalaiis one of the Five Great Epics of Tamil Literature, and one of three that have survived 

into the modern age. 

• Along with its twin-epic Silappadikaram, the Manimekalaiis widely considered as an important text 

that provides insights into the life, culture and society of the Tamil regions in the early centuries of the 

Common Era. 

23.Who took the title of Vatapikonda? 

A. Narsimhavarman I 

B. Simhavishnu 

C. Mahendravarman I 

D. Nandivarman II 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

The PallavaKing NarsimhavarmanI assumed the title of ‘Vatapikonda’ (Conqueror of Vatapi), when he 

defeated and killed PulakesinII (ChalukyaKing) and captured the Chalukyancapital, Badami in 642 CE. 

24.Which of the following officers were mandated by Asoka to spread the Dhamma Policy of Asoka? 

A. Yuktas 

B. Pradesikas 

C. Rajukas 

D. All of the above 

Answer: D 
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Explanation 

• After 12 years of Asoka’s coronation, the Major Rock Edict III was issued.  

• It mentions the generosity towards Brahmans.  

• It stated that the Yuktas (subordinate officers) and Pradesikas (district Heads) along with Rajukas 

(Rural officers) shall go to the all areas of kingdom every five years and spread the Dhamma Policy of 

Asoka. 

25.As per the officials mentioned in the Arthashastra, the duties related to Crown lands was performed 

by whom? 

A. Kosadhyaksha 

B. Hastyadhyaksha 

C. Lohadhyaksha 

D. Sitadhyaksha 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• Sitadhyaksha-Superintendent of Crown lands, Agriculture 

• Kosadhyaksha–Superintendent of Treasury 

• Hastyadhyaksha–Superintendent of Elephant force 

• Lohadhyaksha–Superintendent of Mines 
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3. Polity  
To watch the following questions on YouTube, click on the links given below 

• Video 1 

• Video 2 

• Video 3 

• Video 4 

1. Which of the following statements are correct about Governor’s nomination in state legislative 

councils? 

1. Governor can nominate persons having special knowledge or practical experience in respect of 

literature, science, art, co-operative movement and social service 

2. A person nominated by Governor in legislative Council can become the Chief Minister 

A. Only 1 

B. Only 2 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. None of the above 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• Under Article 171(5), the Governor can nominate “persons having special knowledge or practical 

experience in respect of. Literature, science, art, co-operative movement and social service”. As per 

the Allahabad High Court in Har Sharan Varma vs Chandra Bhan Gupta and Ors (February 15, 1961), 

even politics can be seen as ‘social service’. 

• A situation in which an individual who is not a member of the legislature becomes chief executive of 

the government is in itself fairly common. H D Deve Gowda was not a Member of Parliament when he 

was appointed Prime Minister in June 1996. Sushil Kumar Shinde and Prithviraj Chavan were not 

members of the Maharashtra legislature when they became Chief Minister in 2003 and 2010 

respectively. Thackeray is likely to have had no problems becoming a member of the legislature had 

the pandemic not hit. 

• The nomination route for non-member Ministers is less common — but not unconstitutional. In 1952, 

C Rajagopalachari was nominated as Chief Minister of Madras by Governor Sri Prakasa. In 

Maharashtra, Datta Meghe and Dayanand Mhaske were nominated to the Vidhan Parishad by the 

Governor after being appointed Ministers. 
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2. Which of the following is correct about the Kisan Rath App? 

1. The app launched by Ministry of Agriculture has been developed by the National Informatics 

Centre 

2. It only provides for primary transportation that is within the locality to mandis and warehouses 

A. Only 1 

B. Only 2 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. None of the above  

Answer: A 

Explanation 

• The Agriculture Ministry has introduced a new mobile app for the farmers in India amidst nationwide 

lockdown. The app will  assist Indian farmers and traders transport produced goods during the 

ongoing coronavirus pandemic. The Kisan Rath app has been developed by the National Informatics 

Centre (NIC) and is available to all Android users.  

• The Kisan Rath mobile app will help facilitate transportation by onboarding 5 lakh trucks and 20,000 

tractors on the online service. These networks will be easily accessible to farmers and traders who are 

looking for vehicles to transport the produced goods from one place to another. 

• The new mobile platform will also offer different types of transport services including primary 

transport and secondary transport. The primary service will help farmers or traders to move the 

goods within the locality; from their farm to the local mandis, warehouses or the collection centres of 

farmer producer organisations. 

• The secondary transport will enable them to transport goods from the mandis or warehouses to intra-

and inter-State mandis, railway stations, processing units, warehouses or wholesalers. In addition, the 

app also offers transport services with refrigerators. Apart from the above features, the app also 

offers support for Hindi language so it can be easily accessed by farmers and traders. 

3. Which of the following is correct about the Prevention of Corruption (Amendment) Act 2018? 

1. It penalizes giving bribes to public servants with punishment upto 7 years 

2. It requires a sanction request for persecuting only serving officers and not former ones 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: A 
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Explanation 

• The Prevention of Corruption (Amendment) Act, 2018 (Amendment Act) came into force on 26 July 

2018, and seeks to bring the Indian anti-corruption legal framework in conformity with current 

international practices laid down by the United Nations Convention Against Corruption (UNCAC). 

Important provisions of the amendment act include: 

• Bribery (undue advantage defined as gratification other than legal remuneration): Earlier, there were 

no specific provisions except as abetment but under the amendment giving a bribe is now an 

offence, punishable by a 7-year prison term except when one is forced to give a bribe. However, it 

should be reported within 7 days. 

• Pre-investigation approval: Now, a police officer will need prior approval of relevant authority or 

government to begin investigation. However, the same does not apply when the accused is caught 

red-handed.  

• Sanction for prosecution: A sanction is needed for prosecuting former officials for offences done 

while in office. The decision on sanction request is to be made under three months which may be 

extended by a month. Centre may notify about the guidelines. 

4. Which of the following is correct about One Nation, One Ration Card scheme? 

1. It compulsorily requires linkage of ration cards with Aadhar 

2. Under the scheme, a person will only be eligible for the subsidies supported by the centre 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• Partha Mukhopadhyay Working Group on Migration in 2017 recommended portability of Public 

Distribution System benefits. An intra-state access to the Public Distribution System (PDS) under the 

Integrated Management of Public Distribution System (IMPDS) is already in practice in a few states 

like Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat, Haryana etc.  

• Ration card Aadhar linkage is must to access the scheme. A person will only be eligible for the 

subsidies supported by the centre such as those under Nation Food security act, 2013. Even if a 

beneficiary moves to a state where grains are given for free he/she will not be able to access those 

benefits.  

• A migrant will be allowed to buy maximum of 50% of the family quota. This is to ensure that the 

individual, after shifting to another place does not buy the entire family quota in one go. No new 

ration cards are being made specifically for the 'one nation, one ration card' scheme. Old ration cards 

will also remain valid throughout the nation.  
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5. Which of the following is/are not true about the Central Vigilance Commission? 

1. The CVC is a statutory body and provides a term of 4 years or till 65 years of age to its 

commissioners 

2. The selection committee consists of PM, any union Minister and Leader of Opposition of Lok Sabha 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• Eminent banker Suresh N. Patel on April 29, 2020 took oath as the Vigilance Commissioner in the 

anti-corruption watchdog CVC which had been lying vacant since June 2019. Mr. Patel’s name to the 

post was recommended by a high-powered committee headed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in 

February 2020.  

• He will have a tenure of over two years, till late December, 2022, in the CVC. The tenure of a vigilance 

commissioner is of four years or till the incumbent attains the age of 65 years. The CVC can have a 

central vigilance commissioner and two vigilance commissioners. Sharad Kumar is working as the 

other vigilance commissioner. 

• The CVC is appointed by the president on the recommendation of the committee consisting of the 

prime minister as its chairperson, and the home minister and the leader of opposition in Lok Sabha as 

its members. 

6. Which of the following statements are correct about GARUD Portal? 

1. It is an initiative of Ministry of Civil Aviation and DGCA 

2. It is a portal to avail UINs for drones and UAVs for public and private use 

A. Only 1 

B. Only 2 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. None of the above 

Answer:  A 

Explanation 

• Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA) and Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) have launched 

the GARUD portal for providing fast track conditional exemptions to government agencies for 

COVID-19 related RPAS (Remotely Piloted Aircraft System)/ drone operations. GARUD is an 

acronym for ‘Government Authorisation for Relief Using Drones’. 
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• The Ministry of Civil Aviation has proclaimed the launch of Digital Sky, the online platform for the 

enrollment of drones in India. ll drones are required to have a one of a kind ID number (UIN). The 

expense for a crisp UIN is Rs 1000. All drone controllers are required to get an Unmanned Aircraft 

Operator Permit (UAOP). 

7. Which of the following is correct about Government E-Marketplace? 

1. It is a 100 percent Government owned company 

2. It enables procurement of goods and services required for both government and private 

enterprises and wholesalers 

A. Only 1 

B. Only 2 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. None of the above  

Answer:  A 

Explanation 

Government e Marketplace (GeM) is a 100 percent Government owned Section 8 Company set up as 

the National Public Procurement Portal for procurement of goods and services required by Central 

and State Government organizations. GeM provides an online, end to end solution for procurement of 

goods and services for all Central Government and State Government Ministries, Departments, Public 

Sector Enterprises (PSEs), local bodies and autonomous organisations. The platform reduces human 

interventions in procurement and enables transparency, cost savings, inclusiveness and efficiency of 

faceless standardized public procurement.  

8. Which of the following is incorrect about Samagra Shiksha Scheme? 

1. It is a Centrally sponsored scheme pushing for both RTE and SDGs 

2. It provides vocational subject for classes XI and XII and is only focused on high school and not pre-

school 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: B 
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Explanation 

• Launched by MHRD, Samagra Shiksha is an  integrated  scheme for school education extending 

from pre-school to class XII to ensure inclusive and equitable quality education at all levels of school 

education. 

• It  subsumes  the three Schemes of  Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha 

Abhiyan (RMSA) and Teacher Education (TE). 

• Under the scheme, a vocational subject is offered for Classes IX to XII along with the general 

education to provide necessary employability and vocational skills for a variety of occupations. 

9. Which of the following is correct about the Samudra Setu? 

1. It is an initiative of Ministry of Shipping, Road transport and Highways 

2. The scheme meaning ‘sea bridge’ aims to push blue ocean economy for sustainable development 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer:  D 

Explanation 

• Indian Navy has launched Operation “Samudra Setu” - meaning “Sea Bridge”, as a part of national 

effort to repatriate Indian citizens from overseas. Indian Naval Ships Jalashwa and Magar are 

presently enroute to the port of Malè, Republic of Maldives to commence evacuation operations from 

08 May 2020 as part of Phase-1. 

• The Government has been closely monitoring the situation with respect to effect of COVID-19 

pandemic on our citizens abroad. The Indian Navy has been directed to make suitable preparations 

for their evacuation by sea. The ships have been suitably provisioned for the evacuation operation. 

The evacuated personnel would be provided the basic amenities and medical facilities during the sea-

passage. In view of the unique challenges associated with COVID-19 stringent protocols have also 

been stipulated. 

• The evacuated personnel will be disembarked at Kochi, Kerala and entrusted to the care of State 

authorities. This operation is being progressed in close coordination with Ministries of Defence, 

External Affairs, Home Affairs, Health and various other agencies of the Government of India and 

State governments. 

10.Which of the following is correct about the Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana? 

1. It is an initiative of Ministry of Health and Family welfare with initial funding completely by the 

Centre 
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2. The Janaushadhi kendras may be located in government and private hospitals and can be run by 

NGOs too 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer:  B 

Explanation 

• The PMBJP is an initiative of the BPPI, Department of Pharmaceuticals under Ministry of Chemicals 

and Fertilisers. The scheme hopes to reduce health expenditure by providing quality generic 

medicines at affordable prices.  

• The Janaushadhi kendras may be located in government and private hospitals or anywhere outside as 

well. These Kendras may be run by state governments or any organisations/ NGOs/ Trusts/ Private 

Hospitals/ Charitable organisations/ Doctors/ unemployed pharmacists/ entrepreneurs. 

11.Which of the following statements are correct about National Test Abhyaas App? 

1. It has been developed by the National Informatics Centre 

2. The app has mock tests for both JEE and NEET students 

A. Only 1 

B. Only 2 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. None of the above 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• Following multiple requests from students regarding the preparations for competitive exams- Joint 

Entrance Examination (JEE) Main and National Eligibility cum Entrance Test (NEET), the National 

Testing Agency (NTA) has come up with ‘National Test Abhyaas’ app for the students preparing for the 

engineering, medical admission tests. 

• The App has been developed by NTA to enable candidates to take mock tests for upcoming exams 

such as JEE Main, NEET under the NTA’s purview. 

12.Which of the following is correct about the Annavitran portal? 

1. It enables the migrant workers avail PDS outside the state 
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2. While a person can buy her share of food grains as per her entitlement under the NFSA, wherever 

she is based, the rest of her family members can purchase subsidised food grains from their ration 

dealer back home 

A. Only 1 

B. Only 2 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. None of the above  

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• Ration card portability is aimed at providing intra-state as well as inter-state portability of ration 

cards. While the Integrated Management of Public Distribution System (IM-PDS) portal provides the 

technological platform for the inter-state portability of ration cards, enabling a migrant worker to buy 

food grains from any FPS across the country, the other portal (annavitran.nic.in) hosts the data of 

distribution of food grains through E-PoS devices within a state. 

• The Annavitran portal enables a migrant worker or his family to avail the benefits of PDS outside their 

district but within their state. While a person can buy her share of food grains as per her entitlement 

under the NFSA, wherever she is based, the rest of her family members can purchase subsidised food 

grains from their ration dealer back home. 

13.Which of the following is correct about the Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana? 

1. It is a Central Sector Scheme fully funded by the Centre 

2. It is available to all senior citizens who suffer from age related disabilities 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

• Senior Citizens, belonging to BPL category and suffering from any of the age-related disability/

infirmity Low vision, Hearing impairment, Loss of teeth and Locomotor disability shall be covered 

under the scheme.   

• Assistance provided: Assisted-living devices which can restore near normalcy in their bodily 

functions, overcoming the disability/infirmity manifested. They are free-of cost.  
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• Funding: This is a Central Sector Scheme, fully funded by the Central Government. The expenditure 

for implementation of the scheme will be met from the “Senior Citizens’ Welfare Fund” established 

under the Finance Act 2015 under the Ministry of Social Justice.  

14.Which of the following members participate in the election process of the President? 

1. The nominated members of both of Houses of Parliament. 

2. The elected members of the state legislative councils. 

3. The elected members of the legislative assemblies of the Union Territories of Delhi and 

Puducherry. 

A. 1 only 

B. 3 only 

C. 1 and 2 only 

D. 2 and 3 only 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

The President is elected not directly by the people but by members of electoral college consisting of 

1. the elected members of both the Houses of Parliament; 

2. the elected members of the legislative assemblies of the states; and 

3. the elected members of the legislative assemblies of the Union Territories of Delhi and Puducherry. 

Thus, the nominated members of both of Houses of Parliament, the nominated members of the state 

legislative assemblies, the members (both elected and nominated) of the state legislative councils (in 

case of the bicameral legislature) and the nominated members of the Legislative Assemblies of Delhi and 

Puducherry do not participate in the election of the President. 

15.Which of the following DPSPs are classified as liberal intellectual principles?  

1. To secure uniform civil code throughout the country 

2. To organise agriculture and modern husbandry on modern and scientific lines 

3. To separate judiciary from the execeutive in public services of the state 

A. 3 only 

B. 2 only 

C. 1 and 2 only 

D. All of the above 

Answer: D 
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Explanation 

The Constitution of India does not formally classify the Directive Principles of State Policy but for better 

understanding and on the basis of content and direction- they can be classified into three categories: 

Socialistic Principles, Gandhian Principles, and Liberal-Intellectual Principles. The principles inclined 

towards the ideology of liberalism include: to secure for all citizens a uniform civil code. (Art 44) 

• to provide early childhood care and education for all children until they complete the age of 6 years. 

(Art 45) 

• to organise agricultural and animal husbandry on modern and scientific lines. (Art 48) 

• to protect and improve the environment and to safeguard forests and wildlife. (Art 48A) 

• to protect monuments, places and objects of artistic or historic interest which are declared to be of 

national importance. (Art 49) 

• to separate the judiciary from the executive in the public services of the state. (Art 50) 

• to promote international peace and security and maintain just and honourable relations 

between  nations; to foster respect for international law and treaty obligations, and to 

encourage settlement of international disputes by arbitration. (Art 51) 

16.Which of the following statements are correct? 

1. The Union Parliament has the power to extend or exclude jurisdiction of a High Court from a UT. 

2. Inter-state migration and inter-state quarantine fall under the domain of state list in 7th Schedule. 

A. Only 1 

B. Only 2 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. None of the above 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

• Entry 79, List I- Extension of Jurisdiction of High Court to, and exclusion of the jurisdiction of a High 

Court from any Union Territory. Thus statement 1 is correct. 

• Entry 81, List I- Inter-state migration, inter-state quarantine. Hence, statement 2 is incorrect. 

17.Which of the following is correct about the Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay Scheme? 

1.  It is a direct cash transfer scheme 

2. It is meant for farmers who growing any of listed 14 types of crops 

A. Only 1 
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B. Only 2 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. None of the above  

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• The Chhattisgarh government on 21st May launched the  Rajiv Gandhi  Kisan Nyay Yojna, by 

transferring Rs 1,500 crore into the accounts of more than 18,000 farmers. 

• This was the first instalment of a Rs 5,750-crore scheme, meant to benefit farmers sowing 14 types of 

crops. The scheme was inaugurated through video conferencing on the death anniversary of former 

Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi.  

• The scheme aims to ensure minimum income availability to farmers growing one rabi and 13 kharif 

season crops in the state. It is similar to the Nyuntam Aay Yojana (NYAY).  

18.Which of the following is correct about data protection in India? 

1. There is no central data protection law in the country 

2. B.N. Srikrishna committee was formulated for framing of data protection law 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• India does not have any data laws to protect users. The data protection Bill has been pending before 

a joint parliamentary committee. 

• The Justice BN Srikrishna committee was formulated to provide recommendations for ensuring data 

protection and made a number of suggestions including “data principals” (persons whose personal 

data is being processed) the ‘right to be forgotten’. 

• It further suggested that Personal data will need to be stored on servers located within India, and 

transfers outside the country will need to be subject to safeguards. Critical personal data, however, 

will only be processed in India 

• Right now, Sections 42, 66, and 72 of the IT Act guarantee some basic protection from data theft, but 

the Act does not fix liability on companies for ensuring security.   
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19.Which of the following statements are correct? 

1. Katkari tribe is one of the 75 Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups, as per the classification by 

Ministry of Tribal Affairs 

2. Pradhan Mantri Van Dhan Yojana (PMVDY) is a retail marketing led value addition plan for Minor 

Forest Produce (MFP), meant for forest-based tribes to optimize the tribal income, locally 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• Katkari is one of the 75 Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups, as per the classification by Ministry of 

Home Affairs. There are certain tribal communities who use a pre-agricultural level of technology, 

face stagnant or declining population growth, and are equipped with only an extremely low level of 

literacy and a subsistence level of economy. 75 such groups of tribals in 18 States and one Union 

Territory have been identified and categorized as Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs). 

• Pradhan Mantri Van Dhan Yojana (PMVDY) is a retail marketing led value addition plan for Minor 

Forest Produce (MFP), meant for forest-based tribes to optimize the tribal income, locally. Under the 

program, MFP-based tribal groups / enterprises of around 300 members are formed for collection, 

value addition, packaging & marketing of Minor Forest Produces (MFPs). 

• These tribal enterprises will be in the form of Van Dhan SHGs which will be a group of 15-20 

members and such 15 SHG groups will further be federated into a larger group of Van Dhan Vikas 

Kendras (VDVKS) of around 300 members. 

• TRIFED will support the VDVKs through providing them with model business plans, processing plans 

& tentative list of equipment for carrying out the value addition work of MFPs. The details would be 

made available on the TRIFED’s website. 

• “Adivasi Ekatmik Samajik Sanstha” of Shahapur in Thane consisting of members of Katkari tribe, 

which markets Giloy and other products. Giloy is a medicinal plant with huge demand from 

pharmaceutical companies. 

20.Which of the following statements are correct about the Indian electoral system? 

1. The First Past the Post system is also known as Plurality system 

2. FPTP is a constituency based system increasing candidate’s responsibility to locality as compared 

to PR list system 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 
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C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• In the FPTP system, whoever has more votes than all other candidates is declared elected. The 

winning candidate need not secure a majority of the votes.  

• In the electoral race, the candidate who is ahead of others, who crosses the winning post first of all, is 

the winner. This method is also called the Plurality System. This is the method of election prescribed 

by the Constitution.  

• The FPTP system offers voters a choice not simply between parties but specific candidates. In 

constituency-based system like the FPTP, the voters know who their own representative is and can 

hold him or her accountable 
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4. International Relations 
To watch the following questions on YouTube, click on the links given below 

• Video 1 

• Video 2 

1. Which of the following are true in the context of AIIB? 

1. AIIB is the first major multilateral development bank where principal contributors are the 

borrowing members themselves.  

2. Almost three-fourth of the capital is from Asia alone. 

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

Both the Statements are correct  

• Unlike most other multilateral development banks set up by advanced economies, AIIB is the first 

major multilateral development bank where principal contributors are the borrowing members 

themselves. The third Annual Meeting of the bank focuses on infrastructure, with the theme of 

innovation and collaboration 

• While 75% of the capital is from Asia, several non-Asian regions like Europe, North America, some 

East African and Latin American countries have also joined the bank as members 

•  India has been the largest borrower of Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) lending since the 

time the Bank started its operations 

2. Which of the following are true in the context of Asian Development Bank?  

1. It recently listed Masala bonds on both India INX and Luxembourg exchange. 

2. ADB’s private sector operations are more than its public sector ones.  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2 
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Answer: A 

Explanation 

Statement 1 is correct but statement 2 is incorrect  

• ADB recently listed its 10 year masala bonds on both Luxembourg exchange and India INX  

✓This is also the first time a foreign issuer and a supranational is doing a primary listing with India 

INX  

• ADB's private sector operations reached $3.14 billion in 2018, a 37 per cent increase from the 

previous fiscal, and stood at 14.5 per cent of its overall commitment 

3. Which of the following are true in the context of New Development Bank? 

1. Membership of the NDB is reserved for the BRICS countries only. 

2. Its credit rating is significantly higher than the weighted average of its members. 

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

Statement 1 is incorrect but statement 2 is correct  

• Any UN member state can become a member of the NDB, although the cumulative share of BRICS 

nations can never be less than 55 per cent of the voting potential  

• NDB is rated significantly higher than weighted average of its members.  

✓India, for example, is BBB- on investment grade, South Africa has one rating at investment grade, 

China is A+, Brazil is sub-investment grade and Russia is BBB+ 

✓NDB is rated AAA foreign currency long-term issuer rating with a stable outlook  

✤It means that there's almost zero probability of NDB ever defaulting  

✓This is significant because there is no other bank in the world that is only owned by emerging 

markets that has a rating as high as the NDB. All of the others that have such a high rating, they 

have either the United States or Japan or the European Union as members 

4. The following reports are published by which of the given institutions? 

1. Asia Bond Monitor 

2. Future Thinking in Asia and Pacific 
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3. Asian Development Outlook 

A. Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank  

B. Asian Development Bank  

C. New Development Bank  

D. UNESCAP 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• UNESCAP  

✓Asia Pacific Disaster Report  

✓Asia-Pacific Trade and Investment Report  

• AIIB 

✓Asian Infrastructure Finance 

5. Which among the following are the investors in the National Investment and  Infrastructure Fund 

(NIIF) Fund  of Funds? 

1. AIIB 

2. ADB 

3. World Bank 

4. IMF 

A. 1 and 2 only  

B. 2 and 3 

C. 1, 2 and 4 

D. 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

• All of the above are investors in NIIF  

• NIIF is India’s first sovereign wealth fund that was set up in 2015. It manages three funds  

✓Master Fund  

✓Fund of Funds  

✓Strategic Fund  
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• NIIF established Fund of Funds in 2018 with the objective of creating a vehicle to provide India-

focused private equity fund managers with a go-to institutional investor operating at scale and based 

in India  

• ADB and AIIB committed Government of India $100 million equivalent for investment in NIIF FOF 

6. Which of the following is/are false about Galwan River? 

1. It flows through the Gilgit-Baltistan region of Pakistan-occupied Kashmir. 

2. It flows westward to join the Nubra River. 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

Both the statements are incorrect.  

• Galwan River flows from the disputed Aksai 

Chin region in southern Xinjiang of China to 

Ladakh of India.  

• It originates on the eastern side of the 

Karakoram range and flows west to join the 

Shyok river.  

• It is one of the upstream tributaries of Indus 

River. 

7. Which of the following statement(s) is/are true in the context of Open Skies Treaty? 

1. India is a member of this treaty that came into force in 2002. 

2. It allows each state-party to carry out unarmed, reconnaissance flights to collect data on military 

forces and activities 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 
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C. 1 and 2 only 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

Statement 1 is incorrect but statement 2 is correct. 

• India is not a member of this treaty. Most of the participating countries are in North. America, Europe 

and Central Asia (over 34 participating countries). 

• It allows each state-party to carry out short-notice, unarmed, reconnaissance flights to collect data on 

military forces and activities. 

8. Which of the following are correctly matched? 

1. Aksai Chin                           McMahon Line 

2. India-Bangladesh            Johnson Line 

3. Sikkim & Arunachal       Radcliffe Line 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. None of the above 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

All of the above combinations are incorrect.  

• The boundary dispute in the Western Sector pertains to the Johnson Line proposed by the British in 

the 1860s that extended up to the Kunlun Mountains and put Aksai Chin in the then princely state of 

Jammu and Kashmir. Independent India used the Johnson Line and claimed Aksai Chin as its own. 

• Radcliffe line is between India and Pakistan and India and Bangladesh.  

• The disputed boundary in the Eastern Sector of the India-China border is over the MacMahon Line. 

9. Kalapani territory is located on the border between India and 

A. Bhutan 

B. Nepal 

C. China 

D. Bangladesh 
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Answer: B 

Explanation 

• India and Nepal have border disputes over Kalapani-Limpiyadhura-Lipulekh trijunction between 

India-Nepal and China and Susta area.  

• Kalapani is a valley that is administered by India in Uttarakhand state. 

• Kali River in this region demarcates the border.  

• Susta region is located on the bank of Gandhak River and falls in Bihar state. 

10.Which of the following group of countries started a travel bubble to help put their economies back on 

track after COVID-19 lockdown? 

A. Balkan Countries 

B. European Union 

C. Baltic Countries 

D. MERCOSUR Countries 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

Baltic countries of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania started a travel bubble in which the residents of these 

countries would be able to travel freely by rail, air and sea without quarantine measures. 
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5. Economy 
To watch the following questions on YouTube, click on the links given below 

• Video 1 

• Video 2 

• Video 3 

• Video 4 

• Video 5 

1. Which of the following is/are correct in context of Future Contracts? 

1. Futures contracts are standardised and can be traded only in lots of a specified quantity.  

2. On expiry, the buyer of the contract has to mandatorily deliver the underlying asset. 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both are Correct 

D. None is Correct 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

• Futures are derivative contracts that allow you to buy or sell the underlying asset (a stock, index, 

commodity etc) at a future date.  

• Futures contracts are standardised and can be traded only in lots of a specified quantity.  

• On expiry, the buyer of the contract either delivers the underlying asset (physical delivery) or pays the 

seller cash to settle the contract value. 

• The difference between the buy price and settlement price makes up the profit or loss on the trade. 

• In the Indian markets, futures on equity stocks are compulsory delivery contracts. For futures on 

commodities, SEBI mandates physical delivery for bullion and base metals alone. 

• Futures on all other commodities can be either cash-settled or delivered physically. 

2. Recently, the contracts on NYMEX dipped into the negative territory. This was after there was acute 

shortage of storage capacity for crude oil at the delivery point in: 

A. Phoenix, Arizona 

B. Chicago, Illinois 

C. Cushing, Oklahoma 
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D. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Answer:  C 

Explanation 

• The NYMEX settlement dipped into the red after there was acute shortage of storage capacity for 

crude oil at the delivery point in Cushing, Oklahoma. 

• It included both floating and land storage. 

3. Which of the following will lead to a fall in the output of Core Industries? 

1. Fall in production of crude oil. 

2. Fall in production of refinery products. 

3. Fall in production of iron ore. 

A. 1 & 2 only 

B. 2 & 3 only 

C. 1 & 3 only 

D. All of the above 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

The eight core sector industries are: 

• Coal  

• Crude oil  

• Natural gas  

• Refinery products  

• Fertiliser  

• Steel  

• Cement  

• Electricity. 

Together, they have a combined share of 40.27 per cent of the weight of items included in the Index of 

Industrial Production (IIP). 

4. Which of the following is/are correct in context of Ways and Means Advances (WMA): 

1. It is a mechanism used by the RBI to fund States to help them to tide over temporary mismatches in 

cash flows. 
www.YouTube.com/SleepyClasses 

www.SleepyClasses.com 
 48

http://www.YouTube.com/SleepyClasses
http://www.SleepyClasses.com


      
2. Borrowings through WMA are to be repaid within three years and usually offered at the bank rate. 

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both are correct 

D. None is correct 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

• WMA is a mechanism used by the RBI to fund States to help them to tide over temporary mismatches 

in cash flows.  

• Borrowings through WMA are to be repaid within three months and usually offered at the repo rate. 

• There are two types of WMAs —  

✓Normal Ways and Means Advances 

✓Special Drawing Facilities against government securities held by States as collateral.  

• Any amount drawn by a State in excess of the normal WMA is an overdraft. 

• There is a State-wise limit for the funds that can be availed via WMA.  

• These limits depend on many factors, including total expenditure, revenue deficit and fiscal position of 

the State.  

• WMA limits are revised periodically and the previous utilisation rates are considered while 

determining revised limits. 

• The rate of interest applicable for normal WMA funding from RBI is the repo rate. 

• While overdrafts are given at repo plus 2 per cent respectively. 

5. Which of the following will be the benefits of LTROs or TLTROs done by RBI: 

1. Increased demand for government bonds 

2. Lowering the yield of government bonds 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both are correct 

D. None is correct 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

Benefits of LTROs or TLTROs 
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• LTROs provide banks with access to cheaper capital from the RBI. 

• It encourages them to lend more and spur economic activity. 

• Banks can also invest these long-term funds in assets that yield better returns to improve profitability. 

• Since banks provide government securities as collateral, the demand for such government bonds 

increases and helps in lowering yield. 

6. Capitalism is founded on which of the following pillars: 

1. Private Property 

2. Competition 

3. A market mechanism 

4. Inequality 

A. 1 & 2 only 

B. 2, 3 & 4 only 

C. 1, 2 & 3 only 

D. All of the above 

Answer:  C 

Explanation 

Capitalism is founded on the following pillars:  

• Private property, which allows people to own tangible assets such as land and houses and intangible 

assets such as stocks and bonds. 

• Self-interest, through which people act in pursuit of their own good, without regard for sociopolitical 

pressure. Nonetheless, these uncoordinated individuals end up benefiting society as if, in the words of 

Smith’s 1776 Wealth of Nations, they were guided by an invisible hand 

• Competition, through frms’ freedom to enter and exit markets, maximizes social welfare, that is, the 

joint welfare of both producers and consumers. 

• A market mechanism that determines prices in a decentralized manner through interactions between 

buyers and sellers—prices, in return, allocate resources, which naturally seek the highest reward, not 

only for goods and services but for wages as well. 

• Freedom to choose with respect to consumption, production, and investment—dissatisfied 

customers can buy different products, investors can pursue more lucrative ventures, workers can 

leave their jobs for better pay. 

• Limited role of government, to protect the rights of private citizens and maintain an orderly 

environment that facilitates proper functioning of markets.  
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The extent to which these pillars operate distinguishes various forms of capitalism.  

• In free markets, also called laissez-faire economies, markets operate with little or no regulation.  

• In mixed economies, so called because of the blend of markets and government, markets play a 

dominant role, but are regulated to a greater extent by government to correct market failures, such as 

pollution and traffic congestion; promote social welfare; and for other reasons, such as defense and 

public safety.  

• Mixed capitalist economies predominate today. 

• Inequality remains one of capitalism’s most controversial attributes. 

7. Which of the following is a central tenet of Keynesian Economics? 

A. Government intervention can de-stabilize the economy 

B. Government intervention can stabilize the economy 

C. Government intervention has no impact on the economy 

D. Keynesian Economy does not discuss the role of Government interventions in stabilizing an economy 

at all 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

Basics of Keynesian economics: 

• According to Keynesian economics, state intervention is necessary to moderate the booms and busts 

in economic activity, otherwise known as the business cycle. 

• Aggregate demand is influenced by many economic decisions—public and private.  

• Private sector decisions can sometimes lead to adverse macroeconomic outcomes, such as reduction 

in consumer spending during a recession. 

• These market failures sometimes call for active policies by the government, such as a fiscal stimulus 

package.  

• Therefore, Keynesian economics supports a mixed economy guided mainly by the private sector but 

partly operated by the government. 

8. Which of the following are fundamental features of Perfect Competition? 

1. A large numbers of identical suppliers and demanders of the same product 

2. Buyers and sellers can find one another at no cost 

3. No barriers prevent new suppliers from entering the market 

A. 1 & 2 only 
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B. 2 & 3 only 

C. 1 & 3 only 

D. All of the above 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

The most fundamental features of perfect competition are: 

• There are large numbers of identical suppliers and demanders of the same product 

• Buyers and sellers can find one another at no cost, and no barriers prevent new suppliers from 

entering the market.  

• In perfect competition, no one has the ability to affect prices.  

• Both sides take the market price as a given, and the market-clearing price is the one at which there is 

neither excess supply nor excess demand.  

• Suppliers will keep producing as long as they can sell the good for a price that exceeds their cost of 

making one more (the marginal cost of production).  

• Buyers will go on purchasing as long as the satisfaction they derive from consuming is greater than 

the price they pay (the marginal utility of consumption).  

• If prices rise, additional suppliers will be enticed to enter the market. Supply will increase until a 

market-clearing price is reached again.  

• If prices fall, suppliers who are unable to cover their costs will drop out. 

9. Which of the following will be counted while estimating the Gross Domestic Product of a country? 

1. Bread baked by a baker for his family. 

2. COVID-19 relief work done by volunteers. 

3. Selling of wheat and rice in black-markets 

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. All of the above will be counted 

D. None of the above will be counted 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• GDP measures the monetary value of final goods and services— that is, those that are bought by the 

final user—produced in a country in a given period of time (usually a year).  

• It counts all the output generated within the economic borders of a country.  
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• GDP is composed of goods and services produced for sale in the market. 

• It also includes some nonmarket production, such as defense or education services provided by the 

government.  

• Not all productive activity is included in GDP.  

• For example, unpaid work (such as that performed in the home or by volunteers) and black-market 

activities are not included because they are difficult to measure and value accurately.  

• That means, for example, that a baker who produces a loaf of bread for a customer would contribute 

to GDP, but would not contribute to GDP if he baked the same loaf for his family. 

• Gross domestic product takes no account of the wear and tear on the machinery, buildings, and so on 

that are used in producing the output.  

• If this depletion of the capital stock, called depreciation, is subtracted from GDP, we get net domestic 

product. 

10.Which of the following are correct in relation with Output Gap in an economy? 

1. When there is a negative output gap, contractionary or tight fiscal policy is adopted to reduce 

demand and combat inflation through lower spending and/or higher taxes. 

2. Theoretically, a full employment corresponds to an output gap of zero. 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both are correct 

D. None is correct 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• The output gap is an economic measure of the difference between the actual output of an economy 

and its potential output.  

• Potential output is the maximum amount of goods and services an economy can turn out when it is 

most efficient—that is, at full capacity.  

• Often, potential output is referred to as the production capacity of the economy.  

• Just as GDP can rise or fall, the output gap can go in two directions: positive and negative. Neither is 

ideal.  

• A positive output gap occurs when actual output is more than full-capacity output.  

• This happens when demand is very high and, to meet that demand, factories and workers operate far 

above their most efficient capacity.  
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• A negative output gap occurs when actual output is less than what an economy could produce at full 

capacity.  

• A negative gap means that there is spare capacity, or slack, in the economy due to weak demand. 

• An output gap suggests that an economy is running at an inefficient rate—either overworking or 

underworking its resources. 

• The output gap can play a central role in policymaking.  

• For many central banks, maintaining full employment is a policy goal.  

• Full employment corresponds to an output gap of zero.  

• Nearly all central banks seek to keep inflation under control, and the output gap is a key determinant 

of inflation pressure. 

• Fiscal policy that is expansionary—that raises aggregate demand by increasing government spending 

or lowering taxes— can be used to close a negative output gap.  

• By contrast, when there is a positive output gap, contractionary or “tight” fiscal policy is adopted to 

reduce demand and combat inflation through lower spending and/or higher taxes. 

11.Which of the following indices are correctly matched?  

1. Gender Inequality Index (GII)                                      UNDP 

2. Gender Related Development Index                      IMF 

3. Social Institutions and Gender Index (SIGI)       OECD Development Centre 

4. Gender Parity Index (GPI)                                              UNESCO  

A. 1 & 4 only 

B. 1 only 

C. 1, 3 & 4 only 

D. All of the above are correctly matched 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• Gender Inequality Index (GII) is an index for measurement of gender disparity that was introduced in 

the 2010 Human Development Report 20th anniversary edition by the United Nations Development 

Programme (UNDP).  

• Gender Related Development Index (GDI) is an index designed to measure gender equality.  

• GDI together with the Gender Empowerment Measure (GEM) were introduced in 1995 in the 

Human Development Report written by the United Nations Development Program. The aim of these 

measurements was to add a gender-sensitive dimension to the Human Development Index (HDI).  
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• In 2007 the OECD Development Centre introduced a Social Institutions and Gender Index (SIGI), a 

composite indicator of gender equality that solely focuses on social institutions that affect the 

equality between men and women, as well as on the four dimensions of family code, physical integrity, 

ownership rights and civil liberties.  

• Social institutions comprise norms, values and attitudes that exist in a society in relation to women.  

• Gender Parity Index (GPI) is a socioeconomic index usually designed to measure the relative access 

to education of males and females. This index is released by UNESCO. 

• In its simplest form, it is calculated as the quotient of the number of females by the number of males 

enrolled in a given stage of education (primary, secondary, etc.).  

• A GPI equal to one signifies equality between males and females. 

12.Which of the following is/are the functions of the Banks Board Bureau (BBB)?  

1. The Bureau will recommend for selection of heads - Public Sector Banks and Financial Institutions. 

2. It will help Banks in developing strategies and capital raising plans.  

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both are correct 

D. None of the above 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• With a view to improve the Governance of Public Sector Banks (PSBs), the Government had decided 

to set up an autonomous Banks Board Bureau.  

• The Bureau will recommend for selection of heads - Public Sector Banks and Financial Institutions 

and help Banks in developing strategies and capital raising plans. 

• The Bureau which will have three ex-officio members and three expert members in addition to 

Chairman.  

• All the Members and Chairman will be part time.  

• The BBB started functioning from 1st April, 2016. 

13.Which of the following is correct in context of higher depreciation rates being used for cars? 

1. Resale value of vehicles will come down faster. 

2. It will increase the insurance premium in subsequent years. 

A. 1 only  
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B. 2 only  

C. Both are correct  

D. None of the above  

Answer: A 

Explanation 

Higher depreciation rate for vehicles 

• The Finance Minister has announced doubling of depreciation rate to 30 per cent for vehicles bought 

until March 31, 2020. 

• A higher depreciation rate will mean that  

• The resale value will come down faster, which will prompt customers to replace the car sooner. 

• Bringing down insurance premium from the second year 

• Allowing businesses to claim higher business 

14.Which of the following is correct in context of investment in Sovereign Gold Bonds? 

1. Capital gains made by investing in these Bonds is tax exempt (provided they are held till maturity) 

2. The minimum investment in these bonds is ten grams.  

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both are correct 

D. None of the above 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

Sovereign Gold Bond Scheme  

• SGBs are government securities denominated in grams of gold.  

• They are substitutes for holding physical gold.  

• The Bond is issued by Reserve Bank on behalf of Government of India.  

• The Bonds are issued in denominations of one gram of gold and in multiples thereof. Minimum 

investment in the Bond shall be one gram with a maximum limit of subscription of 4 kg for individuals.  

• On maturity, the redemption price shall be based on simple average of closing price of gold of 999 

purity of previous 3 business days from the date of repayment, published by the India Bullion and 

Jewellers Association Limited. 
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15.What is the minimum period of contribution by any subscriber under APY? 

A. It should be 20 years or more. 

B. It should be 20 years or less. 

C. There are no such criteria of minimum period. 

D. It varies for males and females. 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

• The minimum age of joining APY is 18 years and maximum age is 40 years. Therefore, minimum 

period of contribution by any subscriber under APY would be 20 years or more.  

• Atal Pension Yojana’ (APY) has completed five years of implementation. (Started in 2015). 

• A defined pension, depending on the contribution, and its period. 

• It provides a minimum guaranteed pension ranging from Rs 1000 to Rs 5000 on attaining 60 years of 

age. 

• The amount of pension is guaranteed for lifetime to spouse on death of the subscriber. 

• In the event of death of both the subscriber and the spouse, entire pension corpus is paid to the 

nominee. 

16.Which of the following indices are correct about Food Corporation of India?  

1. It is a statutory body. 

2. It is under the Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers' Welfare. 

3. It was established during the Second World War. 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 & 3 only 

C. 3 only 

D. All of the above are correct 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

• The Food Corporation of India (FCI) was set up on 14 January 1965. 

• It is a statutory body established under the Food Corporations Act 1964. 

• It has to implement the following objectives of the National Food Policy: 

• Effective price support operations for safeguarding the interests of the poor farmers. 

• Distribution of food grains throughout the country for Public Distribution System (PDS). 
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• Maintaining a satisfactory level of operational and buffer stocks of food grains to ensure National 

Food Security. 

• Regulate market price to provide food grains to consumers at a reliable price 

• It is under the Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution, Government of India. 

17.Which of the following is/are correct about Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee 

Scheme (MNREGS)? 

1. The Ministry of Rural Development (MRD), monitors the entire implementation of this scheme in 

association with state governments. 

2. It provides a legal guarantee for two hundred days of employment in every financial year to adult 

members of any rural household willing to do public work-related unskilled manual work at the 

statutory minimum wage.  

3. The Act aims to follow the Fundamental Rights enunciated in the Constitution of India consistent 

with Article 21. 

A. 1 only 

B. 1 & 2 only 

C. 2 & 3 only 

D. All of the above 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

• The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA), also known as 

Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (MNREGS) was enacted on August 

25, 2005.  

• The MGNREGA provides a legal guarantee for one hundred days of employment in every financial 

year to adult members of any rural household willing to do public work-related unskilled manual work 

at the statutory minimum wage.  

• The Ministry of Rural Development (MRD), Govt of India is monitoring the entire implementation of 

this scheme in association with state governments. 

MGNREGA and Constitution 

• The Act aims to follow the Directive Principles of State Policy enunciated in Part IV of the 

Constitution of India.  

• The law by providing a 'right to work' is consistent with Article 41 that directs the State to secure to 

all citizens the right to work. 

• The statute also seeks to protect the environment through rural works which is consistent with 

Article 48A that directs the State to protect the environment. 
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• In accordance with the Article 21 of the Constitution of India that guarantees the right to life with 

dignity to every citizen of India, this act imparts dignity to the rural people through an assurance of 

livelihood security. 

• The Fundamental Right enshrined in Article 16 of the Constitution of India guarantees equality of 

opportunity in matters of public employment and prevents the State from discriminating against 

anyone in matters of employment on the grounds only of religion, race, caste, sex, descent, place of 

birth, place of residence or any of them. 

• NREGA also follows Article 46 that requires the State to promote the interests of and work for the 

economic uplift of the scheduled castes and scheduled tribes and protect them from discrimination 

and exploitation. 

• Article 40 mandates the State to organise village panchayats and endow them with such powers and 

authority as may be necessary to enable them to function as units of self-government. 

• Conferring the primary responsibility of implementation on Gram Panchayats, the Act adheres to this 

constitutional principle.  

• Also the process of decentralization initiated by 73rd Amendment to the Constitution of India that 

granted a constitutional status to the Panchayats. 

18.Recently in news, Manodarpan is an initiative to provide psychological support and counselling for 

mental health and emotional well-being to: 

A. Students 

B. Teachers  

C. Families 

D. All of the above 

Answer: D 

Explanation: 

• It is launched as a part of Technology Driven Education with Equity post-COVID under Aatma 

Nirbhar Bharat Abhiyaan. 

• Union Finance Minister launched it. 

• Manodarpan is an initiative to provide psychological support and counselling to students, teachers 

and families for mental health and emotional well-being. 

19.Which of the following is correct in context of The World Health Organization (WHO)? 

1. It is headquartered in New York. 

2. It is a specialized agency of the United Nations. 

3. It was established after the First World War in 1919. 
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A. 2 & 3 only 

B. 2 only 

C. 1 & 3 only 

D. All are correct 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• The World Health Organization (WHO) is a specialized agency of the United Nations. 

• It takes care of the various concerns related with the international public health. 

• Its headquarters are in Geneva, Switzerland. 

• It was established on 7 April 1948, which is commemorated as World Health Day. 

• The WHO incorporated the assets, personnel, and duties of the League of Nations' Health 

Organisation and the Office International d'Hygiène Publique, including the International 

Classification of Diseases. 

20.Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana is: 

A. A dispute resolution scheme for GST. 

B. An income declaration scheme of 2016-17. 

C. A dedicated national fund with the primary objective of dealing with any kind of emergency or 

distress situation. 

D. None of the above. 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• After the demonetization in 2016, Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana, 2016 gave an opportunity to 

all the black money hoarders to come out clean by declaring their undisclosed income and paying 

heavy taxes and penalty.  

• The provisions of scheme require declarants to pay- 

1. Tax @30% of the undisclosed income. 

2. Penalty @10% of the undisclosed income. 

3. Surcharge @33% on the amount of tax. 

• Government also has an amnesty scheme for pre-GST era taxes known as 'Sabka Vishwas' dispute 

resolution and amnesty scheme. 

• ‘Prime Minister’s Citizen Assistance and Relief in Emergency Situations Fund (PM CARES Fund)’ has 

been set up keeping in mind the need for having a dedicated national fund with the primary objective 
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of dealing with any kind of emergency or distress situation, like posed by the COVID-19 pandemic, 

and to provide relief to the affected. It is a public charitable trust. 

21.Which of the following is/are correct in context of Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) of 

companies?  

1. It has been mandated for certain companies, under the provisions of Companies Act 2013. 

2. Every company having net worth of at least ₹100 crore, or turnover of at least ₹500 crore or a net 

profit of at least ₹2 crore to spend in every financial year, at least two per cent of the average net 

profits of the company made during the three immediately preceding financial years on CSR. 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both are correct 

D. None of the above is correct  

Answer: A 

Explanation 

• In News: because the Centre has notified that contributions to the PM CARES Fund will be 

considered as part of Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) of companies. 

• Under Companies Act 2013 every company: 

✓Having net worth of at least ₹500 crore 

✓Or turnover of at least ₹1,000 crore  

✓Or a net profit of at least ₹5 crore  

✓to spend in every financial year, at least two per cent of the average net profits of the company 

made during the three immediately preceding financial years on CSR. 

• Earlier CSR activities included: 

✓Eradicating extreme hunger and poverty 

✓Promotion of education 

✓Promoting gender equality and empowering women 

✓Reducing child mortality and improving maternal health 

✓Ensuring environmental sustainability 

✓Employment enhancing vocational skills 

✓Social business projects  
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✓Contribution to the Prime Minister's National Relief Fund or any other fund set up by the Central 

Government or the State Governments for socio-economic development and relief and funds for 

the welfare of the Scheduled Castes, the Scheduled Tribes, other backward classes, minorities and 

women. 

• In the wake of the Covid-19 pandemic, the list was expanded to include: 

✓The promotion of health care 

✓Expenses towards preventive health care and sanitation  

✓Disaster management.  

✓Now, the list has been expanded with PM CARES Fund.  

22.Which of the following is/are correct about Palm Oil? 

1. Indonesia is the world’s biggest producer of palm oil, followed by Malaysia. 

2. Palm oil accounts for nearly two-thirds of India’s total edible oil imports. 

3. India currently meets 65 per cent of its edible oil needs through imports. 

A. 1 only 

B. 1 & 2 only 

C. 2 & 3 only 

D. All of the above 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• India currently meets 65 per cent of its edible oil needs through imports. Of India’s total edible oil 

imports, 75 per cent is palm oil. 

• Among major traditional oilseed crops grown in India are soyabean, groundnut, mustard and 

rapeseed and sesame. While the requirement for edible oil in India is more than 25 million tonnes 

annually, its production hovers around 10 million tonnes a year. 

• India is the world’s biggest palm oil importer. 

• In 2019, India imported 4.4 million tonnes of palm oil from Malaysia. 

• Indonesia is the world’s biggest producer of palm oil, followed by Malaysia. Palm oil accounts for 

nearly two-thirds of India’s total edible oil imports. India buys more than 9 million tonnes of palm oil 

annually, mainly from Indonesia and Malaysia. 

23.Recently in news,  Annavitran Portal has been implemented to display: 

A. Electronic transactions made to farmers on purchase of food grains from them. 

www.YouTube.com/SleepyClasses 
www.SleepyClasses.com 

 62

http://www.YouTube.com/SleepyClasses
http://www.SleepyClasses.com


      
B. Electronic transactions made through ePoS devices for distribution of subsidized food grains to 

beneficiaries. 

C. Electronic transactions of loans sanctioned to farmers through Kisan Credit Card. 

D. None of the above 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• It will be instrumental in the implementation of One Nation, One Ration Card. 

• Annavitran Portal (www.annavitran.nic.in) has been implemented to display electronic transactions 

made through ePoS devices for distribution of subsidized food grains to beneficiaries.  

• This portal also shows all India picture of Aadhaar authentication of beneficiaries besides allocated 

and distributed quantity of food grains up to district level. 

• The Annavitran portal enables a migrant worker or his family to avail the benefits of PDS outside their 

district but within their state.  

• While a person can buy her share of food grains as per her entitlement under the NFSA, wherever she 

is based, the rest of her family members can purchase subsidised food grains from their ration dealer 

back home. 

24.Which of the following is correct in context of New Development Bank’s (NDB)? 

1. It has been mandated in the bank’s foundation statute that the bank’s President will be an Indian. 

2. While it is also known as BRICS Bank, South Africa is not one of bank’s founding members. 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both are correct 

D. None is correct 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• In news: Marcos Prado Troyjo, former deputy economy minister of Brazil will replace KV Kamath as 

the president of the New Development Bank’s (NDB). 

• It is a multilateral financial institution set up to mobilise resources for infrastructure and sustainable 

development projects in BRICS and other emerging economies. 

• KV Kamath was appointed president of NDB on July 7, 2015 at the inaugural meeting of the board of 

governors on the eve of the Ufa Summit, when the bank formally came into existence as a legal entity.  

• BRICS countries -- Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa -- are its founders. 
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25.Which of the following is/are correct in context of Savings Bonds often issued by the Government of 

India? 

1. At the moment, only institutional investors are allowed to buy them. 

2. They usually have no maximum limit for investment.  

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both are correct 

D. None is correct 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• These Bonds can be held by 

✓An individual, not being a Non-Resident Indian 

✓A Hindu Undivided Family. 

• Usually, there are no maximum limits for investment in the Bonds. 

• They are issued by Ministry of Finance, Government of India. 

• They are often taxable and thus attract TDS. 
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6. Environment 
To watch the following questions on YouTube, click on the links given below 

• Video 1 

• Video 2 

• Video 3 

• Video 4 

1. Consider the following statements regarding Markhor 

1. In India, it is found in Jammu and Kashmir only. 

2. The IUCN status is Endangered. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. None 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

Markhor  

• It is found in North eastern Afghanistan, Northern Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Jammu and Kashmir, South 

Tajikistan and Uzbekistan.  

• In J &K, it is found in Thejwas Baltal wildlife Sanctuary. 

• It is also national animal of Pakistan.  

• Till 2015, IUCN classified it as endangered, but now it has been down listed to Near Threatened, as 

their numbers have increased in recent years by an estimated 20% for last decade.  

• It is included in the schedule 1 of the Wildlife (Protection) Act 1972  

www.YouTube.com/SleepyClasses 
www.SleepyClasses.com 

 65

https://youtu.be/2Y1a-5YjAAo
https://youtu.be/q8koj6kWzSg
https://youtu.be/rC1Pi1S2wiM
https://youtu.be/-2Bpj8mogFQ
http://www.YouTube.com/SleepyClasses
http://www.SleepyClasses.com


      
2. Consider the following statements regarding Red Crowned Roofed Turtle 

1. It is a freshwater turtle species. 

2. It is found in India only. 

3. The IUCN status is Endangered. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 2 only 

D. All of the above 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

• It is a species of freshwater turtle endemic to South Asia. 

• It is native to India, Bangladesh and Nepal. 

• Habitat - Deep flowing rivers but with terrestrial nest sites. 

• Males have bright red coloration during the breeding season.  

• Historically, the species was widespread in the Ganga River, both in India and Bangladesh.  

• It also occurs in the Brahmaputra basin. 

• India has put conservation measures in place, and a captive breeding programme has been initiated. 

• Currently in India, the National Chambal River Gharial Sanctuary  is the only area with substantial 

population of the species, but even this Protected Area and habitat are under threat. 

• Wildlife Protection Act (IWPA) - Schedule I 

• The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) - 

Appendix II 

3. Consider the following statements regarding Etalin Hydroelectric Project 

1. It is based on the river Dibang. 

2. It envisages construction of two dams. 
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3. It will be part of two states. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. 1 and 2only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. All of the above 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

• Etalin Hydroelectric Project is based on the river Dibang in Arunachal Pradesh. 

• It envisages construction of two dams—a 101.5 metre high dam on the Dir River near Yuron village 

and a 80-metre high dam on Tangon river. 

•  The Dri and Tangon rivers are tributaries of Dibang.  

• An underground powerhouse is proposed with 10 units of 307MW each. 

• Dibang is a  tributary of the Brahmaputra  River  which  flows  through the states of  Arunachal 

Pradesh and Assam. 

4. Mollem National Park is located in which of the following states? 

A. Maharashtra 

B. Karnataka 

C. Goa 

D. None of the above 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• Bhagwan Mahaveer Sanctuary and Mollem National Park  is 

a 240 square kilometres (93 sq mi) protected area located in 

the Western Ghats of Goa State, along the eastern border 

with Karnataka. 

•  It contains several important temples dating to 

the  Kadambas of Goa, and home to waterfalls, such 

as Dudhsagar Falls and Tambdi Falls.  

• The parkland is also home to a community of nomadic 

buffalo herders known as the Dhangar. 
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5. Vikramshila Gangetic Dolphin Sanctuary (VGDS) is located in which of the following states? 

A. Uttar Pradesh 

B. Bihar 

C. Madhya Pradesh 

D. None of the above 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• Vikramshila Gangetic Dolphin Sanctuary is located in Bhagalpur District of Bihar, India.  

• The sanctuary is a 60  km stretch of the Ganges River from Sultanganj  to Kahalgaon  in Bhagalpur 

District. 

•  Designated in 1991, it is protected area for the endangered Gangetic dolphins in Asia.  

• Once found in abundance, only a few hundred remain, of which half are found here. 

6. Consider the following statements regarding Black Buck 

1. It is found in India only. 

2. Its IUCN status is Endangered. 

3. It is listed under the Schedule I of the Wildlife Protection Act of 1972. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. 2 and 3 only 

B. 3 only 

C. 1 and 2 only 

D. 2 only 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• The  blackbuck  (Antilope cervicapra), also known as the  Indian antelope, is an  antelope  found 

in India, Nepal, and Pakistan. 

• It is extinct in Bangladesh.    

• The blackbuck inhabits grassy plains and slightly forested areas. 

•  Due to their regular need of water, they prefer areas where water is perennially available. 

• The blackbuck is a diurnal antelope (active mainly during the day) It is the State animal of Andhra 

Pradesh, Haryana & Punjab Males often adopt lekking as a strategy to garner females for mating.  

• While other males are not allowed into these territories, females often visit these places to forage.  
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• Bishnoi community of Rajasthan is known worldwide for their conservation efforts to blackbuck and 

Chinkara 

• Environmentalists say blackbucks — famous for their soft coats and characteristic twisted horns — 

are very nervous by nature and sometimes die of heart attacks after sensing danger. 

7. Consider the following 

1. Eucalyptus 

2. Prosopis juliflora 

3. Lantana camara 

4. Parthenium 

Which of the above is/are invasive species? 

A. 2, 3 and 4 only 

B. 1,2 and 4 only 

C. 1, 3 and 4 only 

D. All of the above 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

An invasive species is a species that is not native to a specific location, and that has a tendency to spread 

to a degree believed to cause damage to the environment, human economy or human health. 

Example of Invasive Species 

Eucalyptus, wattle, pine and cypress trees, as well as Lantana camara, Prosopis juliflora, parthenium and 

eupatorium, scotch broom (Cytisus scoparius) and gorse. 

8. Recently ‘Flying bulldog’, world’s largest bee has been rediscovered in a remote part of Indonesia in its 

first sighting in nearly 40 years.  

Which of the following correctly describes its IUCN status? 

A. Critically Endangered 

B. Endangered 
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C. Extinct in Wild 

D. Vulnerable 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• The world’s largest bee, ‘Flying bulldog’, 

a giant insect roughly the size of a 

human thumb  has been rediscovered 

in a remote part of Indonesia in its first 

sighting in nearly 40 years. 

• The bee (Megachile pluto), which lives 

in the Indonesian island region of 

North Moluccas, makes its nest in 

termite mounds, using its large fang-

like mandibles to collect sticky resin to 

protect its home from the termites. 

• The IUCN Red List of Threatened 

Species lists the bee as “vulnerable”, 

meaning that while its numbers are 

relatively solid, the remoteness of its 

population makes it hard to study. 

9. Consider the following statements with respect to Syzygium occidentale  

1. It grows mostly along the banks of the River Periyar in Kerala.  

2. It is categorized as ‘vulnerable’ by the International Union for the Conservation of Nature. 

Which of the above statements are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• Syzygium occidentale  is a small, wild jamun tree that grows mostly along the banks of the River 

Periyar in Kerala. 

• It is native to Karnataka and Kerala in India. 

•  It is categorised as ‘vulnerable’ by the International Union for the Conservation of Nature.  
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• The survival of such a species is crucial, depending on the fruits it produces, which is only possible if 

pollinators fertilize its flowers first. 

• Bees might be the most well-known pollinators, but researchers have found that common white-

footed ants are the best pollinators of a rare evergreen tree in the southern Western Ghats. 

10.Mahakalapada forest which is considered to have the most biodiverse mangrove vegetation in the 

world, second only to Papua New Guinea is located in 

A. Pichavaram Mangroves 

B. Sunderbans National Park 

C. Bhitarkanika National Park 

D. None of the above 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• The Mahakalapada forest is part of Bhitarkanika National Park, which is considered to have the most 

biodiverse mangrove vegetation in the world, second only to Papua New Guinea, with 64 species of 

flora recorded. 

•  Mangrove forests are a formidable natural barrier against cyclones and storms surges and play an 

important part in stabilising the shoreline.  

• They also serve as the nesting and breeding ground of various terrestrial, arboreal, benthic and 

aquatic organisms.  

• It contributes immensely to the growth of estuarine fishery resources besides providing timber, 

firewood, honey and medicines to locals. 

11.Consider the following statements regarding International Centre for Integrated Mountain 

Development (ICIMOD) 

1. Majorly it serves eight regional member countries (RMCs) of the Hindu Kush Himalayan region. 

2. It is based in Bangladesh. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: A 
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Explanation 

• The  International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development  (ICIMOD) is a regional 

intergovernmental learning and knowledge sharing centre serving the eight regional member 

countries of the Hindu Kush Himalayas.  

• ICIMOD serves eight regional member countries (RMCs) of the Hindu Kush Himalayan region—

Afghanistan,  Bangladesh,  Bhutan,  China,  India,  Myanmar,  Nepal, and  Pakistan—and the global 

mountain community. 

• Founded in 1983, ICIMOD is based in Kathmandu, Nepal, and brings together a partnership of its 

regional member countries, partner institutions, and donors to secure a better future for the people 

and environment of the extended Himalayan region. 

12.Consider the following statements regarding Snow Leopards 

1. Snow Leopard is the state animal of Himachal Pradesh. 

2. They are an indicator of the health of high-altitude habitats. 

3. Its IUCN status is ‘Endangered’. 

4. They are listed in Appendix I of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species 

(CITES) and the Convention on Migratory Species (CMS). 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. 1, 2 and 4 only 

B. 1, 3 and 4 only 

C. 2, 3 and 4 only 

D. All 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

• Snow Leopard  is the State Animal, Western Tragopan  (Jujurana) (Tragopan melanocephalus) is the 

State Bird and Pink Rhododendron (Rhododendron campanulatum) is the State Flower of Himachal 

Pradesh. 

• Snow leopards play a key role as both top predator and as an indicator of the health of their high-

altitude habitat. 

•  If snow leopards thrive, so will countless other species. 

• They are categorized as ‘Vulnerable’ by IUCN and in the Schedule I of the Indian Wildlife (Protection) 

Act 1972.  

• The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) has downgraded conservation status 

of snow leopard from “endangered” to “vulnerable”.  
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• They are listed in Appendix I of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species 

(CITES) and the Convention on Migratory Species (CMS), affording the highest conservation status 

to the species, both globally and in India. 

• It inhabits  alpine  and  subalpine  zones at elevations from 3,000 to 4,500  m (9,800 to 14,800  ft), 

ranging from western Afghanistan to Mongolia and western China (Himalaya and Tibetan Plateau) .  

• In India, it is found in Kashmir, Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh, Sikkim, and Arunachal Pradesh. 

• India will soon commission it’s first-ever survey to estimate the population and geographical range of 

the snow leopard, an elusive and endangered predator. 

13.Consider the following  

1. Simlipal Biosphere Reserve 

2. Manas Biosphere Reserve 

3. Khangchendzonga Biosphere Reserve 

4. Agasthyamala Biosphere Reserve 

5. Nokrek Biosphere Reserve 

Which of the above Biosphere Reserves are not included in the UNESCO’s MAB program? 

A. Only 2 

B. Only 2 and 3  

C. Only 1 and 3 

D. All of the above are included under MAB 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

• The Khangchendzonga Biosphere Reserve has become the 11th Biosphere Reserve from India that 

has been included in the UNESCO designated World Network of Biosphere Reserves (WNBR).   

• India has 18 Biosphere Reserves and with the inclusion of Khangchendzonga, the number of 

internationally designated WNBR has become 11, with 7 Biosphere Reserves being domestic 

Biosphere Reserves. 

14.Consider the following statements with respect to response to abiotic factors 

1. Aestivation is a response by certain organisms to escape the unfavorable conditions during 

summer. 

2. Diapause, a stage of suspended development is a response by many zooplankton species during 

unfavorable conditions in lakes and ponds. 

Which of the above statements are correct? 
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A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• In animals, the organism, if unable to migrate, might avoid the stress by escaping in time. 

•  The familiar case of bears going into hibernation during winter is an example of escape in time. 

•  Some snails and fish go into aestivation to avoid summer–related problems-heat and desiccation.  

• Under unfavorable conditions many zooplankton species in lakes and ponds are known to enter 

diapause, a stage of suspended development. 

15.Consider the following statements with respect to Adaptations 

1. A special photosynthetic pathway (CAM) is a feature of many desert plants. 

2. Mammals from colder climates generally have shorter ears and limbs to minimise heat loss. 

3. At high altitude, the human body compensates low oxygen availability by increasing red blood cell 

production, increasing the binding capacity of hemoglobin and by increasing breathing rate. 

Which of the above are correct? 

A. 1 and 3 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 2 only 

D. All of the above 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• Many desert plants have a thick cuticle on their leaf surfaces and have their stomata arranged in 

deep pits to minimise water loss through transpiration.  

• They also have a special photosynthetic pathway (CAM) that enables their stomata to remain closed 

during day time. 

•  Some desert plants like Opuntia, have no leaves – they are reduced to spines–and the photosynthetic 

function is taken over by the flattened stems. 

• Mammals from colder climates generally have shorter ears and limbs to minimize heat loss.  (This is 

called the Allen’s Rule.)  
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• In the polar seas aquatic mammals like seals have a thick layer of fat (blubber) below their skin that 

acts as an insulator and reduces loss of body heat. 

• The body compensates low oxygen availability by increasing red blood cell production, decreasing 

the binding capacity of hemoglobin and by increasing breathing rate. 

16.Which of the following is/are correct in context of Himalyan Ibex? 

1. It is a species of wild sheep. 

2. In India, they are found only in the high altitudes of Sikkim and Arunachal Pradesh. 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both are correct 

D. Both are incorrect 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• A recent study by scientists of the Zoological Survey of India (ZSI) has proved that Himalayan Ibex, 

distributed in the trans-Himalayan ranges of Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh and Himachal Pradesh, is a 

distinct species from the Siberian Ibex. 

• Siberian Ibex is a species of wild goat and is distributed in diverse habitats, ranging from cold deserts, 

rocky outcrops, steep terrain, high-land flats and mountain ridges to low mountains and foothills. 

• In Asia, Ibex is distributed in the Montane habitats, ranging in elevations from 500 m to 6,700 m in 

countries like India, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Mongolia, Pakistan, Southern Siberia and China. 

•  In India, the Ibex is distributed mainly in the trans-Himalayan ranges of the Union Territories of 

Ladakh and Jammu and Kashmir and Himachal Pradesh up to the river Sutlej. 

17.Which of the following is/are not true about the gas Styrene? 

1. It is one of the six greenhouse gases listed in Annex A of the Kyoto Protocol.  

2. It is an inorganic compound with one of the highest greenhouse gas potentials. 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both are incorrect 

D. None is incorrect 

Answer: C 
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Explanation 

Styrene, leaked from a tank at the LG Chem (LG Polymers India Private Limited) plant at Visakhapatnam, 

Andhra Pradesh, killing 13 people. 

Styrene 

• Styrene is an organic compound that is found in liquid form but vapourises at high temperatures. 

• Styrene is the precursor to polystyrene and several copolymers.  

• Polystyrene is one of the most widely used plastics.  

• Polystyrene can be naturally transparent, but can be coloured with colourants. 

•  Uses include protective packaging (such as packing peanuts and CD and DVD cases), containers, lids, 

bottles, trays, tumblers, disposable cutlery and in the making of models. 

• Styrene occurs naturally in small quantities in some plants and foods (cinnamon, coffee beans, 

balsamic trees and peanuts) and is also found in coal tar. 

• The Kyoto Protocol applies to the six greenhouse gases listed in Annex A -  

✓Carbon dioxide (CO2) 

✓Methane (CH4) 

✓Nitrous oxide (N2O) 

✓Hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs) 

✓Perfluorocarbons (PFCs) 

✓Sulphur hexafluoride (SF6). 

18.Which of the following is/are not correct in context of Tigers:? 

1. Though India has made significant progress in Tiger Conservation still India presently is home to 

less than 50 percent of tigers in the world. 

2. In India there are Tiger Reserves with no tigers. 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both are incorrect 

D. None is incorrect 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

• India is home to more than 70 percent of tigers in the world. 
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• There are 50 tiger reserves in India which are governed by Project Tiger which is administrated by the 

National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA). 

• The 2018 tiger estimation process compiled by the National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) 

did not register any presence of Tigers in Buxa Tiger Reserve (TR) in West Bengal, Palamu TR in 

Jharkhand and Dampa TR in Mizoram. 

19.You are travelling across Rajasthan, which of the following is/are you most likely to encounter: 

1. Chinkara 

2. Blackbuck 

3. The Grey Francolin 

4. Bluebull 

5. Monitor Lizard 

A. 1 & 2 only 

B. 3, 4 & 5 only 

C. 1, 2 & 3 only 

D. All of them 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• Rajasthan’s forest department officials and activists highlight that there has been a rise in poaching of 

wild animals and birds in western Rajasthan during the COVID-19 lockdown. 
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• Rajasthan has a wide range of animal biodiversity including some of the endangered ones.  

• A great number of them are protected under the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972, such as - GIB (Great 

Indian Bustard)  

• Blackbuck, the grey francolin, bluebull, monitor lizard, hare. 

• The chinkara is also the state animal of Rajasthan and is also known as the Indian gazelle. 

• You’ll also see a lot of Peacocks, the National bird of India, in Rajasthan. 

20.Kuno Palpur Wildlife Sanctuary in Barkheda, Madhya Pradesh was in news, recently because: 

A. A new species of Flying Lizard was discovered there. 

B. It is the first sanctuary to be denotified. 

C. It is underway to become India’s second home for the Asiatic lion. 

D. It is become home to largest elephant population in India. 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• Kuno Palpur Wildlife Sanctuary in Barkheda, Madhya Pradesh is underway to become India’s second 

home for the Asiatic lion.  

• The species, whose only refuge in the country has been Gujarat’s Gir forest, numbered in 523 in 

2015.  

• To prevent decline—and possible extinction—in a single habitat due to natural disasters, epidemics, 

decline in prey or retaliatory killings, an action plan is being implemented to relocate a number of 

lions to Kuno, a former royal hunting ground. 
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7. Science & Tech And Defence  
To watch the following questions on YouTube, click on the links given below 

• Video 1 

• Video 2 

• Video 3 

1. Which of the following are false in the context of Malaria?  

1. It attacks White blood cells  

2. It cannot be transmitted from one person to other  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

Statement 1 is incorrect and Statement 2 is correct  

• World Malaria Day is celebrated on April 25 every year and the theme for 2020 is “Zero malaria starts 

with me”  

• It is caused by parasite called Plasmodium and spreads by the bite of female Anopheles mosquito  

• The parasite matures and multiplies in the human liver and destroys red blood cells  

• It cannot be transmitted form one person to another but can be passed on from the mother to the 

newborn 

2. Which of the following are true about Tuberculosis?  

1. TB is a disease of the lungs and it spread through droplets   

2. BCG vaccine can be administered to children not less than 5 years of age  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: D 
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Explanation 

Both the statements are incorrect  

• World TB day is commemorated on 24 March every year to raise awareness  

• While TB is known primarily as a pulmonary (lung) disease, it can also affect other parts of the body, 

including the kidneys, brain, and spine.  

• TB is an airborne disease  

✓It spread through expelled droplets every time an infected person coughs, sneezes or spits 

• The Bacillus Calmette-Guerin (BCG) vaccine is recommended for healthy babies, to be administered 

as soon as possible after they’re born 

3. Hepatitis is a viral infection that affects 

A. Kidneys  

B. Lungs  

C. Reproductive organs  

D. Liver 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• World Hepatitis day is commemorated on July 28  

• Hepatitis is a viral infection that affects the liver and is a leading cause of death  

• There are five different types of viral hepatitis, A, B, C, D and E 

•  All of them are contagious and some are life threatening too  

• Hepatitis A and E are waterborne, and are self limiting and don't normally last beyond six months. 

However, they can be severe, incapacitating and fatal during this period  

• Hepatitis B, C and D are transmitted by bodily fluids (via syringes, needles, infections, toothbrushes, 

razors) and HBV and HBC can give rise to acute illness like HBA and HBE but can also cause chronic 

liver disease (cirrhosis of liver or cancer of liver)  

✓HBD infection occurs only if a person has HBV 

4. Which of the following statement(s) is/are correct in the context of HIV AIDS?  

1. Most AIDS victims die of cancer, pneumonia, and other diseases  

2. Girls account for more adolescent HIV infections than boys 

A. 1 only   
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B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• World AIDS Day is commemorated on 1 December 

• HIV takes over and kills a type of white blood cell, CD4 T-cells, which protect the body from infection  

• It is transmitted via exchange of body fluids. Once the immune system is shut down, the infected 

person has full-blown AIDS and is vulnerable to all infections. Most AIDS victims die of cancer, 

pneumonia, and other diseases  

• An estimated 120,000 children and adolescents aged 0-19 were living with HIV in India in 2017, the 

highest number in South Asia, according a report by UNICEF  

• The number of mother-to-child infections have fallen by around 40 percent in the last eight years, but 

girls still account for two-thirds of all adolescent HIV infections, and rates of infection among older 

children are the slowest to decline 

5. DRDO has developed a microwave steriliser for coronavirus. It is named 

A. Atuyla  

B. Kavachh  

C. Aushidhi  

D. Sanjeevani 

Answer: A 

Explanation 
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6. Which of the following are true in the context of PSLV? 

1. ISRO has launched more than 100 satellites aboard PSLV till date. 

2. PSLV has “multiple burn technology” with the help of which PSLV can place satellites in multiple 

orbits in the same launch.   

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

Both the statements are correct.  

• ISRO’s PSLV C40 which placed 31 satellites including main payload Cartosat-2s series and 28 foreign 

satellites in two different orbits, marked the roll out of the 100th satellite by ISRO. 

•  It was the second time that ISRO had achieved the two orbits feat. This was done through the 

“multiple burn technology” under which the rocket’s engine is switched off and then switched on to 

control its height.  

• It reinstated India’s position as a successful multiple satellite launcher. 

7. Which of the following statement(s) is/are true in the context of National Family Health Survey 

(NFHS-4) 

1. Total fertility rate declined in India from 2.7 in 2005-06 (NFHS-3) to 1.9 in 2015-16. 

2. Total fertility rate in rural areas is greater than that in urban areas. 

3. The section with the lowest income had the highest number of children and the richest had the 

least. 

A. 1 and 2 only  

B. 2 and 3 only  

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

Statement 1 is incorrect but statement 2 and 3 are correct 

• Total fertility rate declined in India from 2.7 in 2005-06 (NFHS-3) to 2.2 in 2015-16 (NFHS-4).   
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• It is important to note that the replacement level fertility is 2.1 and India has not achieved that so far. 

Bihar has the highest rate at 3.41, followed by Meghalaya at 3.04 and Uttar Pradesh and Nagaland at 

2.74.  

• Total fertility rate in rural areas was 2.4 while in urban areas it was 1.8. 

• The section with the lowest income had the highest number of children at 3.2 and the richest had the 

least, 1.5. 

• Scheduled tribes, the least developed among social categories, had the highest fertility rate of 2.5, 

followed by 2.3 for scheduled castes and 2.2 for other backward classes. 

• The upper castes had the lowest fertility rate of 1.9. 

8. GIAN Program was launched by the Government of India in ____________ sector. 

A. Health  

B. Education  

C. Defence  

D. Space 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• Global Initiative of Academic Networks (GIAN) in Higher Education was launched in 2015.  

• GIAN aims at tapping the talent pool of scientists and entrepreneurs to engage with the institutes of 

higher education in India to augment the country’s existing academic resources, accelerate the pace 

of quality reforms, and further strengthen India’s scientic and technological capabilities. 

9. Which of the following committee is related to bulk drugs? 

A. Easwar Panel  

B. Katoch Committee  

C. Tapan Ray Panel  

D. Shyam Benegal Committee 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• Easwar Panel: Direct Taxes Reform  

• Katoch Committee: Bulk Drugs  

• Tapan Ray Panel: Companies Act Reforms  

• Shyam Benegal Committee : Cinematograph Act 
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10.There are six planets in our solar system with known Trojan asteroids. Choose the incorrect amongst 

the following. 

1. Jupiter 

2. Neptune 

3. Mercury 

4. Earth 

A. All except 1  

B. All except 2  

C. All except 3  

D. All except 4 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• Trojans are asteroids that are constant companions to planets in our solar system as they orbit the 

Sun, remaining near a stable point 60 degrees in front of or behind the planet.  

• Since they constantly lead or follow in the same orbit, they will never collide with their companion 

planet.  

• There are six planets in our solar system with known Trojan asteroids—Jupiter, Neptune, Mars, Venus, 

Uranus and Earth. 

11.In which of the following areas can GPS technology be used?  

1. Mobile phone operations 

2. Banking operations  

3. Controlling the power grids 

A. 1 only  

B. 2 and 3 only  

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3  

Answer: D 

Explanation 

All of the above Statements are Correct 

• GPS is a radio navigation system. It uses radio waves between satellites and a receiver inside your 

phone to provide location and time information to any software that needs to use it 
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• It is one of the Global navigation satellite systems (GNSS) that provides geolocation and time 

information to a GPS receiver anywhere on or near the Earth  

• Global Positioning system applications generally fall into 5 major categories 

✓Location – determining a position 

✓Navigation – getting from one location to another 

✓Tracking – monitoring object or personal movement 

✓Mapping  - creating maps of the world 

✓Timing – bringing precise timing to the world 

• Power grids increasingly rely on GPS to stay in sync, which makes them potentially vulnerable to 

attacks that broadcast false GPS signals 

✓As power grids rely less on centralised power plants and more on rooftop solar power and other 

distributed sources of energy , PMUs are growing  increasingly more important 

• The financial services sector uses GPS timing to timestamp financial transactions, match trading 

orders, and synchronise financial computer 

12.What is the application of Somatic Cell Nuclear Transfer Technology? 

A. Production of biolarvicides  

B. Manufacture of biodegradable plastics 

C. Reproductive cloning of animals 

D. Production of organisms free of disease 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• In plants and animals, there are two 

major categories of cells 

✓somatic cells and  

✓reproductive  cells (Germ  cells  or 

gametes) 

✤In humans and other animals, 

t h e y a r e t h e e g g a n d 

sperm cells.  

• A l l o t h e r  c e l l s  i n t h e b o d y 

are somatic cells 

• In 1996, Dolly the sheep became famous for being the first successful case of the reproductive 

cloning of a mammal. 
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• In genetics and developmental biology, somatic cell nuclear transfer (SCNT) is a laboratory strategy 

for creating a viable embryo from a body cell and an egg cell 

13.With reference to ‘LiFi’, recently in the news, which of the following statements is/are correct?  

1. It uses light as the medium for high-speed data transmission.  

2. It is a wireless technology and is several times faster than ‘WiFi’.   

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: C 

Explanation 

Both the statements are correct  

• Wi-Fi (wireless fidelity) and Li-Fi (light fidelity) both are two different technologies which are used to 

send and receive data wirelessly. 

• Li-Fi is the short form of Light Fidelity and Wi-Fi is the short form of Wireless Fidelity.  

• LiFi covers distance of about 10 meters while WiFi covers about 30 meters  

• In case of Wi-Fi we use Routers and Radio Frequency (RF) waves to transmit data, whereas in Li-Fi 

we use LED bulbs and Light signals to transmit and receive data. 

• LiFi uses light for data transmission while WiFi uses electro-magnetic waves at radio frequencies for 

data transmission. 

14.Consider the following statements: 

1. According to the Indian Patents Act, a biological process to create a seed can be patented in India.  

2. In India, there is no Intellectual Property Appellate Board.  

3. Plant varieties are not eligible to be patented under Indian laws 

Which of the above is correct? 

A. 1 and 3 only  

B. 2 and 3 only  

C. 3 only  

D. 1, 2 and 3  

Answer: A 
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Explanation 

Statement 1 and 3 are correct 

• As per an amendment in 2002, biochemical, biotechnological and microbiological processes are 

explicitly included in patentable processes 

• The Intellectual Property Appellate Board is a quasi – judicial body which was constituted in 

September 1958 

• Section 3(j) – Plants and animals in whole or any parts including DNA, cells, seeds, varieties and 

species etc are exempt from the category of inventions.  

In News 

• In April, 2018, the Delhi high court had ruled Monsanto’s patent over Bt cotton seeds as invalid. It 

ruled that some items such as seeds, animals and plants cannot be patented under Indian laws. 

• Recently, however, the Supreme Court, while reversing a Delhi high court judgment, on January 8, 

2019, allowed agribusiness giant Monsanto to claim patent on its genetically modified (GM) cotton 

seeds. 

15.In the context of wearable technology, which of the following tasks is/are accomplished by wearable 

devices?  

1. Location identification of a person 

2. Sleep monitoring of a person  

3. Assisting the hearing impaired person  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 and 3 only  

C. 3 only  

D. 1, 2 and 3  

Answer: D 

Explanation 

Wearable technology,  wearables,  fashion technology,  tech togs, or  fashion electronics  are smart 

electronic devices (electronic device with micro-controllers) that are worn close to and/or on the 

surface of the skin, where they detect, analyze, and transmit information concerning e.g. body signals 

such as vital signs, and/or ambient data and which allow in some cases immediate biofeedback to the 

wearer.
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