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1. Geography  
Click here to watch the following questions on YouTube 

1.1.Ozone Pollution Spiked In Several Cities During Lockdown  
• Report by - Centre for Science and Environment (CSE)  

• Particulate matter (PM2.5) and nitrous oxide levels fell during the lockdown, but ozone increased in 

several cities.  

• Analysis was based on Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) data from 22 cities in 15 States in 

lockdown days considered from March 25 to May 31. 

What They have pointed Out 

• Ozone is a highly reactive gas and even short-term exposure of an hour is dangerous for those with 

respiratory conditions and asthma. Eight-hour average is considered for ozone instead of the 24-hour 

average for other pollutants. 

How Ozone is formed (As per the Article) 

• Ozone is not directly emitted by any source but is formed by photochemical reactions between oxides 

of nitrogen (NOx) and other volatile organic compounds (VOCs) and gases in the air under the 

influence of sunlight and heat. 

Additional Info 

• Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer ( 1985)  

• Montreal Protocol on Substances that deplete the Ozone Layer (1987)  

• Kigali Amendment to the Montreal Protocol (2016)  

Kigali Amendment 

• The Kigali Agreement is an amendment to the Montreal Protocol, which is an environmental treaty 

signed by countries to phase out Ozone Depleting Substances (ODSs) from the earth’s atmosphere.  

• International agreement to gradually reduce the consumption and production of hydrofluorocarbons 

(HFCs). 

Note 

• HFCs are used as replacements for chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) and hydrochlorofluorocarbons 

(HCFCs) since they (HFCs) do not have any impact on the depletion of the ozone layer. However, HFCs 

are powerful greenhouse gases.  

• Goal is to achieve over 80% reduction in HFC consumption by 2047.  

• Kigali Amendment to the Montreal Protocol is legally binding.  

• The Kigali Agreement upholds the principle of Common but Differentiated Responsibilities and 

Respective Capabilities. 
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It has divided the signatory parties into three groups 

• The first group consists of rich and developed economies like USA, UK and EU countries who will start 

to phase down HFCs by 2019 and reduce it to 15% of 2012 levels by 2036.  

• The second group consists of emerging economies like China, Brazil as well as some African countries 

who will start phase down by 2024 and reduce it to 20% of 2021 levels by 2045.  

• The third group consists of developing economies and some of the hottest climatic countries like India, 

Pakistan, Iran, Saudi Arabia who will start phasing down HFCs by 2028 and reduce it to 15% of 

2024-2026 levels till 2047.  

• It also has a provision for a multilateral fund for developing countries for adaptation and mitigation.  

• The Technology and Energy Assessment Panel (TEAP) will take a periodic review of the alternative 

technologies and products for their energy efficiency and safety standards. 

India 

• According to the treaty, India should start phase down by 2028 and cut HFC emission by 15% of 

2024-26 levels by the year 2047. 

CSE  

• Centre for Science and Environment (CSE)  

• Not-for-profit public interest research and advocacy organisation based in New Delhi, India.  

• Established in 1980, CSE works as a think tank on environment-development issues in India, poor 

planning, climate shifts devastating India's Sundarbans and advocates for policy changes and better 

implementation of the already existing policies.  

• CSE uses knowledge-based activism to create awareness about problems and propose sustainable 

solutions 

CPCB 

• Statutory organisation under the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change .  

• It was established in 1974 under the Water (Prevention and Control of pollution) Act, 1974.  

• The CPCB is also entrusted with the powers and functions under the Air (Prevention and Control of 

Pollution) Act, 1981.  

• It serves as a field formation and also provides technical services to the Ministry of Environment and 

Forests under the provisions of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986. 

1.2.Anthropause  
• Researchers in the UK are set to study the “anthropause”, a term they have coined to refer to the 

coronavirus-induced lockdown period and its impact on other species. 

What is the ‘anthropause’ period? 

• Researchers have suggested the lockdown period, which is also being referred to as the “GreatPause”, 

be referred to with a more precise term. “We propose ‘anthropause’ to refer specifically to a 

considerable global slowing of modern human activities, notably travel.  
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• Reduction in human activity during the coronavirus lockdown on both land and sea has been 

“unparalleled” in recent history, and the effects have been “drastic, sudden and widespread”, 

researchers have said.  

• The unprecedented curbs imposed on millions of people around the world, mainly due to restrictions in 

travel, led to reports of unusual animal behaviour.  

• The researchers believe studying this period will provide valuable insights into the relationship 

between human-wildlife interactions in the 21st century. 

1.3.Zealandia  
• According to a report published in the journal of the Geological Society of America a continent two 

thirds the size of Australia has been found beneath the south-west Pacific Ocean.  

• Zealandia is believed to have broken away from Australia about 80 million years ago and sank       

beneath the sea as part of the breakup of the supercontinent known as Gondwanaland. 
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1.4.Satat Initiative  
• SATAT stands for Sustainable Alternative Towards Affordable Transportation(SATAT).  

• The initiative aims to promote Compressed Biogas as an alternative, green transport fuel.  

• It would benefit both vehicle-users as well as farmers and entrepreneurs.  

• Bio-gas is produced naturally through a process of anaerobic decomposition from waste /bio-mass 

sources like agriculture residue, cattle dung, sugarcane press mud, municipal solid waste, sewage 

treatment plant waste, etc.  

• After purification, it is compressed and called CBG, which has pure methane content of over 95%.  

• CBG is exactly similar to the commercially available natural gas in its composition and energy potential. 

It can be used as an alternative, renewable automotive fuel.  

• Compressed Bio-Gas plants are proposed to be set up mainly through independent entrepreneurs.  

• CBG produced at these plants will be transported through cascades of cylinders to the fuel station 

networks of OMCs for marketing as a green transport fuel alternative.  

• The entrepreneurs would then be able to separately market the other by-products from these plants 

including bio-manure, carbon-dioxide to enhance returns on investment.  

• It is planned to roll out 5,000 Compressed Bio-Gas plants across India in a phased manner, with 250 

plants by the year 2020, 1,000 plants by 2022 and 5,000 plants by 2025  

• Under this Compressed Bio-Gas networks can be integrated with city gas distribution (CGD) networks 

to boost supplies to domestic and retail users in existing and upcoming markets. 
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1.5.International Asteroid Day 
• 30 June 

• In 2016 the United Nations General Assembly adopted resolution A/RES/71/90, declaring 30 June as 

International Asteroid Day.  

• It is observed each year to mark the anniversary of the Tunguska impact over Siberia, Russian 

Federation, on 30 June 1908, and to raise public awareness about the asteroid impact hazard.  

• The Tunguska asteroid event in Siberia, Russian Federation, on 30 June 1908, was the Earth's largest 

asteroid impact in recorded history 

1.6.Nimu/Nimoo (Ladakh) 
• Prime Minister travelled to Nimu in Ladakh to interact with Indian troops.  

• Nimu is the reserve brigade headquarter of the Indian Army.  

• It is surrounded by the Zanskar range. 

1.7.Botswana 
• Hundreds of elephants – died - Botswana’s Okavango Delta. 

• Botswana - 70 percent of its territory being the Kalahari Desert. 

• The Okavango Delta - It was inscribed on the World Heritage 

List in 2014. 

www.sleepyclasses.com 

Call 6280133177
Available on App Store 

 and Play Store 5

http://T.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com


T.me/SleepyClasses

2. Economy  
Click here to watch the following questions on YouTube 

2.1.“Bad Bank” 

Quote 1 

• “Everyday is a bank account, and time is our currency. No one is rich, no one is poor, we've got 24 hours 

each.” 

What’s the news 

• The banking sector, led by the Indian Banks Association, had recently submitted a proposal for setting 

up a bad bank to the finance ministry and the RBI. 

What is a Bad Bank 

• A bad bank buys the bad loans and other illiquid holdings of other banks and financial institutions, 

which clears their balance sheet. 

Why this recommendation now 

• The Indian Banks Association (IBA) proposed to the finance ministry and the RBI, proposing equity 

contribution from the government and the banks for setting up a Bad Bank. 

• 11.57 per cent of the outstanding debt is already stressed, because of the Corona pandemic the 

proportion of stressed debt is likely to increase to 18.21 per cent of the outstanding. 

• India Ratings and Research (Ind-Ra) in a report has highlighted that funding markets continue to exhibit 

heightened risk aversion. That 20.84 per cent of the outstanding debt could be under stress in the 

coming days.  

What are the perspectives of Government and RBI 

• The government believes that bad loan resolution should happen in a market-led way, as there are 

many asset reconstruction companies already operating in the private space. 

• Also, government has recently capitalised and has infused equity of Rs 2.65 lakh crore into state-

owned banks.  

• Alomngwith, insolvency resolution under the IBC, government does not want to create a bad bank at 

the moment. 

• RBI governors in the past have said that a government-funded bad bank would just shift loans from one 

government pocket to another. 

How to solve NPA problem then 

• Already discussed in a video. 

• Link attached. 
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2.2.“₹1 lakh-cr Agri Infra fund” 

Quote 2 

•  “If agriculture goes wrong, nothing else will have a chance to go right in the country.” 

What’s the news 

• Union Cabinet recently approved a ₹1-lakh crore Central government sponsored scheme to provide: 

✓Medium-to-long term debt financing facility for investment to build post-harvest management 

infrastructure and community farming assets through interest subvention 

✓Financial support  

✓Moratorium on repayment 

The Scheme is available to 

• ₹1 lakh crore will be provided by banks and financial institutions as loans to: 

✓Primary agricultural credit societies (PACS) 

✓Marketing cooperative societies 

✓Farmer producers organisations (FPOs) 

✓Self help group (SHG) 

✓Farmers 

✓Agri-entrepreneurs  

✓Start-ups 

The Scheme is available for 

• Warehouses 

• Cold storage 

• Cold chains 

• Godowns  

• Silos 

• Grading and assaying facilities 

Other Aspects 

• Interest subvention: All loans under this financing facility will have interest subvention of 3 per cent 

per annum up to a limit of ₹2 crore. This subvention will be available for a maximum period of seven 

years.  

• Credit guarantee coverage: It will be available for eligible borrowers under Credit Guarantee Fund 

Trust for Micro and Small Enterprises (CGTMSE) scheme for a loan up to ₹2 crore. 
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Major benefit 

• Currently nearly 20 per cent of agricultural produce is lost in post-harvest losses.  

• Creating such infrastructure across the country would help farmers cut down the loses. 

2.3.“Taking on China” 

Quote 3 

• “In the face of impossible odds, people who love this country can change it” 

Most important issue: Price of Chinese Goods 

• The single biggest issue that doesn’t let Indian customers discard Chinese products is the 

overwhelming price difference. 

• Other things are: 

✓Quality 

✓Ability to offer goods at scale  

✓Technology 

How to design a scheme then 

• The scheme needs to address this simple problem of Price. 

• That, we shall make in India and the government will compensate the loss incurred by not importing 

from China.  

Some important things to do 

• Production-linked incentive scheme: For large-scale manufacturing of mobile phones and select 

electronic components. 

• And a similar scheme for the domestic manufacture of key starting materials, advanced pharmaceutical 

ingredients and drug intermediaries.  

• Under the schemes: 

✓The Centre is committing ₹40,000 crore in electronics  

✓₹10,000 crore in pharma towards direct incentive to be given to manufacturers in India over the 

next five years 

✓Provided certain milestones in terms of investments and sales are achieved. 

Some things to keep in mind 

• There shall be clear milestone targets and an exit window. 

• The scheme should not get evergreened. 

• Parallelly, drawing up a list of low value and low technology items that India need not import from 

China. 
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• Incentivising importer-distributor-retailer network to give up on importing Chinese goods in favor of 

available Indian goods. 

How can Everyone do their bit 

• Analysis by some says that the real difference in costs, in most cases, is not more than 8 per cent. 

• This can be easily bridged as follows: 

✓Government can do a 2 per cent contribution either directly by way of a tax rebate, or indirectly 

through a combination of incentives, subsidy and tax rationalisation. 

✓The manufacturing sector will need to take a hit of 2-3 percent on its real margins.  

✓1 percent can come from logistics and the retail/distribution sector. 

✓The balance of 1 per cent will have to be paid by us, the consumers. 

2.4.“SLS for NBFCs” 

Quote 4: 

• “Promises make debt, and debt makes promises.” 

What’s the news 

• The RBI has opened up a special liquidity window to support NBFCs/HFCs.  

• The idea is similar to one used in February 2009 for NBFCs after the global financial crisis. 

• Through this special liquidity window, the RBI is trying to help NBFCs/HFCs tide over their short-term 

cash flow problems, expected to arise due to moratoriums claimed by their retail customers.  

What is it? 

• It is a special purpose vehicle (SPV) called SLS Trust. 

• SLS stands for Special Liquidity Scheme. 

• A subsidiary of SBI Capital Markets will buy commercial papers and Non-Convertible Debentures 

(NCDs) which have a remaining maturity period of 90 days.  

• These securities will be purchased by the SPV either from primary issues by NBFCs/HFCs or from 

existing holders via the secondary market. 

• These securities should be issued by NBFCs/HFCs before September 30, 2020, and the SPV must buy 

them before the same date.  

• The amount borrowed under this scheme should be repaid before December 31, 2020.  

• Only investment-grade bonds can be bought.  

• The RBI will fund this exercise. 

Some Specifications 

• The securities (debt) will be fully guaranteed by the government, under the SLS, announced by the 

Finance Ministry.  
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• The SPV will invest not more than ₹2,000 crore in any one entity.  

• Up to 30 per cent of the allocation will be earmarked for NBFCs/HFCs with an asset size of ₹1,000 

crore or less. 

Some Concerns 

• While large and medium-sized NBFCs will benefit, small NBFCs may get excluded as the eligibility 

condition calls for investment grade rating, which smaller players may not have.  

• Also, the deadline to recover all dues by December 31, 2020, should be extended till March 2021. This 

is because successive extension of the lockdown has the impacted working of the NBFCs. 

• NBFCs, including microfinance institutions/HFCs, are required to meet the conditions relating to 

capital to risk-weighted assets ratio, capital adequacy ratio, and net non-performing assets.  

2.5. “Incentives for export of high-value Agri-produce” 

Quote 5: 

• “Those too lazy to plow in the right season, will have no food at the harvest.” 

What’s the news 

• In the back drop of “Aatma Nirbhar Bharat”, how can agriculture’s strategy be devised. 

The strategy will depend on knowing if India is a net exporter or net importer of 
agricultural products?  

Principle of “Comparative Advantage” 

• It means exporting more where we have a competitive edge, and importing where we lack 

competitiveness.  

• Let’s have a look at the top agri exports: 

✓Marine products: $6.7 billion  

✓Rice: $6.4 billion (basmati: $4.6 billion, Common rice: $2.0 billion) 

✓Spices: $3.6 billion 

✓Buffalo meat: $3.2 billion 

✓Sugar: $2.0 billion 

✓Tea and coffee: $1.5 billion 

✓Fresh fruits and vegetables: $1.4 billion 

✓Cotton: $1 billion. 

What not to Promote and why 

• Rice and Sugar 

• Why: 
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✓Rice and Sugar cultivation are subsidised through free power and highly subsidised fertilisers, 

especially urea.  

✓It also leads to the virtual export of water as one kg of rice requires 3,500-5,000 litres of water for 

irrigation, and one kg of sugar consumes about 2,000 litres of water.  

✓The two crops are leading to a faster depletion of groundwater in states such as Punjab, Haryana 

(due to rice) and Maharashtra (due to sugar).  

✓Thus, the “revealed comparative advantage” in rice and sugar is hidden in input subsidies.  

What to Promote And why 

• High-value agri-produce like fruits and vegetables, spices, tea and coffee, or even cotton 

• Why: 

✓Command worldwide market 

✓Less subsidy oriented 

✓Diversifies the export basket 

✓Rapid increase in income of farmers (doubling farmers’ income)  

Strategy for Imports 

Case of Palm Oil 

• On the agri-imports front, the biggest item is edible oils (about $10 billion for 15 mt).  

• What could be done:  

✓Instead of levying high import duties, create a competitive advantage through augmenting 

productivity and increasing the recovery ratio of oil from oilseeds and in case of palm oil, from fresh 

fruit bunches.  

✓Palm is the only plant that can give about four tonnes of oil on a per hectare basis.  

✓India has about 2 million hectares that are suitable for oil palm cultivation — this can yield 8 mt of 

palm oil.  

✓It needs a long term vision and strategy.  

www.sleepyclasses.com 

Call 6280133177
Available on App Store 

 and Play Store 11

http://www.sleepyclasses.com
http://T.me/SleepyClasses


T.me/SleepyClasses

3. Environment 
Click here to watch the following questions on YouTube 

3.1.Fourth Edition of the Virtual Ministerial on Climate Action 
• The fourth edition of the virtual Ministerial on Climate Action witnessed countries exchanging views 

on how countries are aligning economic recovery plans with the Paris Agreement and the critical 

enabling conditions to ensure continued climate action.  

• The meeting was co-chaired by European Union, China and Canada to advance discussions on the full 

implementation of the Paris Agreement under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 

Change (UNFCCC) and to demonstrate continued political commitment to global climate action.  

• India called upon developed country parties to do their part as envisaged under UNFCCC and its Paris 

Agreement, for extending financial and technological support to developing countries.  

• The promise of USD 1 trillion by 2020 has not been fulfilled so far and in the remaining 5 months of 

2020, the promised amount is mobilized and delivered, for further strengthening climate actions in 

developing countries.  

• India has achieved reduction of 21% in emission intensity of its GDP between 2005 and 2014, thereby 

achieving its pre-2020 voluntary target. 

• India’s renewable energy installed capacity has increased by 226% in last 5 years and stands more than 

87 Gigawatt. 

• The share of non-fossil sources in installed capacity of electricity generation increased from 30.5% in 

March 2015 to 37.7% in May 2020. 

• Prime Minister has further announced the aspirational target of increasing our renewable energy 

capacity to 450 GW.  
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• India has provided 80 million LPG connections under the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) in 

rural areas, providing the people with clean cooking fuel and a healthy environment. 

• It has distributed more than 360 million LED bulbs under the UJALA scheme, which has led to energy 

saving of about 47 billion units of electricity per year and reduction of 38 million tonnes of CO2 per 

year. 

• India has also shifted from Bharat Stage-IV (BS-IV) to Bharat Stage-VI (BS-VI) emission norms from 1st 

April 2020 which was earlier to be adopted by 2024. 

• It had levied a coal cess as part of one of the most explicit green initiatives. 

3.2.Nagarahole National Park 
• Karnataka Forest Department will soon put 

in place a traffic monitoring mechanism 

along the roads adjacent to Nagarahole 

National Park to ensure better compliance 

of forest laws by motorists and minimise 

road kills. 

• This entails introduction of a time-stamped 

card system for the vehicles. 
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• It will help ensure that motorists don’t stop midway and litter the area or cause disturbance to wildlife.   

• The vehicles on approaching the forest check posts will be provided with the time stamped card 

complete with details on the speed limit to be maintained and the exit time at the next check post.  

• This mechanism will ensure that the motorist do not hang around or over speed which can result in 

animal kills, forest fires, etc. 

• It is a national park located in Kodagu district and Mysore district in Karnataka, India. 

• It is one of India's premier Tiger Reserves along with the adjoining Bandipur Tiger Reserve and 

Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary. 

• The Nagarahole River flows through the park, which joins the Kabini River which also is a boundary 

between Nagarahole and Bandipur National Park. 

• It is part of the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve.  

3.3.Kaziranga National Park 
• The Central Empowered Committee (CEC) 

constituted by the Supreme Court has asked 

Assam’s Chief Wildlife Warden to submit a 

“factual report” on illegal construction at a major 

animal corridor adjoining the Kaziranga National 

Park (KNP). 

• The CEC sought the report specifically in the 

context of the violation of the top court’s April 12, 

2019, order banning new construction on private 

lands that form part of the nine identified animal 

corridors. 
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• Kanchanjuri is among the corridors and used by animals, especially to escape the flooded KNP during 

the monsoon months and return from the relative safety of the Karbi Anglong hills after the water 

subsides. 

• According to Kaziranga National Park authorities around 80% of its area has been inundated due to 

floods. 

• Animals fleeing the flooded Kaziranga, which has a core area of 430 sq km, have to cross a highway to 

reach the relative safety of the hills in Karbi Anglong district.  

• The park authorities had made it mandatory for vehicles crossing the stretch alongside the park’s 

southern edge to slow down to 40 kmph. 

• If destruction of notified animal corridors continues in this manner, then it is a matter of time that all 

the corridors will be destroyed and blocked and Kaziranga Tiger Reserve and its wildlife will be 

completely isolated from Karbi Anglong hills, which are a lifeline to the beleaguered animals during the 

annual floods.  

• Situated on the bank of river Brahmaputra it is one of the oldest wildlife conservancy reserves of India. 

• Kaziranga is a vast expanse of tall elephant grass, marshland, and dense tropical moist broadleaf 

forests, criss-crossed by four major rivers, including the Brahmaputra,Diphlu, Mora Diphlu and Mora 

Dhansiri, and the park includes numerous small bodies of water.   

• It is popularly known as the home of the “Big Five”  

• One Horned Rhinoceroses, Tigers, Asiatic wild buffalos, Eastern Swamp Deer, and Elephant 

• It hosts two-thirds of the world’s Great One-horned rhinoceros (68% of worldwide population) 

• It has one of the highest densities of Tigers in the wild in the world and also houses almost entire 

population of the Eastern Swamp Deer.  
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3.4.Himalayan Butterfly Is India’s Largest After 88 Years 
• A Himalayan butterfly named Golden Birdwing is India’s largest, a record an unknown specimen had 

held for 88 years. 

• It has dethroned an unknown specimen a British Army officer had recorded in 1932. 

• The female was recorded from Didihat in Uttarakhand, the male was from the Wankhar Butterfly 

Museum in Shillong, Meghalaya. 

• The only measurement used is wingspan in which butterflies are measured from the wing base to the 

tip. 

• With a wingspan of 194 mm, the female of the species is marginally larger than the Southern Birdwing 

(190 mm) that Brigadier William Harry Evans, a British military officer and lepidopterist, had recorded 

in 1932. 

• But the male Golden Birdwing (Troides aeacus) is much smaller at 106 mm.  

3.5.E-Waste 
• Global e-waste — discarded electrical and electronic equipment — will increase by 38 per cent in the 

decade between 2020 and 2030, according to a new United Nations University (UNU) report. 

• There was 53.6 million tonnes (MT) e-waste in 2019, according to the report. 

• That is a nearly 21 per cent increase in just five years. 

• Asia generated the greatest volume of e-waste in 2019 — some 24.9 MT, followed by the Americas 

(13.1 MT) and Europe (12 MT).  

• Africa and Oceania generated 2.9 MT and 0.7 MT respectively, the report said. 

• Most E-waste in 2019 consisted of small equipment (17.4 MT), large equipment (13.1 MT) and 

temperature exchange equipment (10.8 MT).  

• E-waste is a health and environmental hazard, containing toxic additives or hazardous substances such 

as mercury, which damages the human brain and / or coordination system. 

• Less than 18 per cent of the e-waste generated in 2019 was collected and recycled, according to the 

report. 

• This means that e-waste consisting gold, silver, copper, platinum and other high-value, recoverable 

materials worth at least $57 billion was mostly dumped or burned rather than being collected for 

treatment and reuse. 

• The number of countries that have adopted a national e-waste policy, legislation or regulation has 

increased from 61 to 78 and includes India. 

• While this is certainly a positive trend, it is far from the target set by the International 

Telecommunication Union to raise the percentage of countries with an e-waste legislation to 50 per 

cent. 

• There are 312 authorised recyclers of e-waste in India, with the capacity for treating approximately 

800 kilotonnes annually. 
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• However, formal recycling capacity remains under utilised, as the large majority of the waste is still 

handled by the informal sector.  

• About 90 per cent of the country’s e-waste is recycled in the informal sector, according to the report. 

• Hence, effective implementation of regulations is the way ahead to managing the e-waste that is yet to 

be regulated in at least 115 countries.  
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