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1. Geography 
Click here to watch the following questions on YouTube 

1. Identify the wind 

1. It is a Mediterranean wind that comes from the Sahara and reaches hurricane speeds in North 

Africa and Southern Europe. 

2. These winds carry red sand particles from Sahara due to which they cause red color rainfall in 

southern Europe and this rainfall is known as Blood Rain. 

3. These winds are known as Levech in Spain and Leste in Morocco and Madeira, Gibli in Lybia, Chilli 

in Tunisia. 

A. Sirocco  

B. Chinook 

C. Khamsin 

D. Mistral 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

• Sirocco is the warm, dry, dusty local wind that blows from the Sahara Desert over the central 

Mediterranean, southern Italy and may even reach Spain, etc. Sirocco is a Mediterranean wind that 

comes from the Sahara and reaches hurricane speeds in North Africa and Southern Europe.  

• As the Sirocco descend through the northern slope of the Atlas Mountain they become extremely 

warm and dry .These winds carry red sand particles from Sahara due to which they cause red color 

rainfall in southern Europe and this rainfall is known as Blood Rain.  

• Sirocco is so much laden with sands and dust that the atmospheric visibility reduces almost to zero 

and they are much injurious to the Agriculture and fruit crops. Sirocco winds are known as Levech in 

Spain and Leste in Morocco and Madeira, Gibli in Lybia, Chilli in Tunisia. 
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2. Volcanic eruptions do not occur in:              (UPSC 1999) 

A. Baltic Sea 

B. Black Sea 

C. Caribbean Sea 

D. Caspian Sea 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

In case of Baltic sea, the Baltic sea does not lie in between the tectonic plates but instead the basathic 

rock found in Baltic sea is transported by glacier so volcanic eruptions do not occur in Baltic sea. 

3. As per INDIA STATE OF FORESTS REPORT 2019; identify the state with maximum forest cover as 

percentage of total geographical area: 

A. Mizoram  

B. Arunachal Pradesh  

C. Meghalaya  

D. Manipur 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

• Madhya Pradesh has the largest forest cover in the country followed by Arunachal Pradesh, 

Chhattisgarh, Odisha and Maharashtra.  

•  In terms of forest cover as percentage of total geographical area, the top five States are Mizoram 

(85.41%), Arunachal Pradesh (79.63%), Meghalaya (76.33%), Manipur (75.46%) and Nagaland 

(75.31%). 
www.YouTube.com/SleepyClasses 

www.SleepyClasses.com 
 2

http://www.YouTube.com/SleepyClasses
http://www.SleepyClasses.com


      
4. Mahastupa of the Buddhist heritage site of Thotlakonda, which was  reconstructed in 2016 by the 

State Archaeology department, collapsed recently in 2019. It is situated in: 

A. Andhra Pradesh 

B. Telangana 

C. Karnataka 

D. Bihar 

Answer: A 

5. As per INDIA STATE OF FORESTS REPORT 2019; identify the state with maximum increase in forest 

cover: 

A. Andhra Pradesh  

B. Madhya Pradesh 

C. Mizoram  

D. Karnataka  

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• The top five States in terms of increase in forest cover are Karnataka (1,025 sq km), Andhra Pradesh 

(990 sq km), Kerala (823 sq km), Jammu & Kashmir (371 sq km) and Himachal Pradesh (334 sq km).  

• States showing maximum loss in forest cover are Manipur (499 sq km), Arunachal Pradesh (276 sq 

km) and Mizoram (180 sq km).  

• In terms of forest cover as percentage of total geographical area, the top five States are Mizoram 

(85.41%), Arunachal Pradesh (79.63%), Meghalaya (76.33%), Manipur (75.46%) and Nagaland 

(75.31%). 
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2. History 
Click here to watch the following questions on YouTube 

1. Which among the following is not among Ashtamahasthanas? 

A. Lumbini 

B. Rajgriha 

C. Vajrayana 

D. Taxila 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• The holy places where the four principal events of the Buddha’s life took place are Lumbini (birth); 

Bodh Gaya (Enlightenment); Sarnath (First Sermon); Kusinagar (Death took place). 

• Apart from these four places, there are another four holy places viz. Sravasti, Rajgriha, Vaishali and 

Vajrayana. 

• These eight holy places are known as Ashtamahasthanas. 

2. In the context of the book ‘Manimekalai’, which among the following statements is/are incorrect? 

1. Seethalai Saathanaar was the author of the book ‘Manimekalai’. 

2. Its story is a sequel of an epic ‘Silappadikaram’ that tells the story of the conversion to Buddhism of 

the daughter of Kovalanand Madhavi. 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• Seethalai Saathanaar was the author of the book ‘Manimekalai’.  

• The book is a poem in 30 cantos.  

• It is an "anti-love story", a sequel to the "love story" in the earliest Tamil epic Silappadikaram, with 

some characters from it and their next generation.  

• The title Manimekalaiis also the name of the daughter of Kovalanand Madhavi, who follows in her 

mother's footsteps as a dancer and a Buddhist nun (bhikuni). The epic tells her story.  
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• The Manimekalaiis one of the Five Great Epics of Tamil Literature, and one of three that have survived 

into the modern age. 

• Along with its twin-epic Silappadikaram, the Manimekalaiis widely considered as an important text 

that provides insights into the life, culture and society of the Tamil regions in the early centuries of the 

Common Era. 

3. Who took the title of Vatapikonda? 

A. Narsimhavarman I 

B. Simhavishnu 

C. Mahendravarman I 

D. Nandivarman II 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

The PallavaKing NarsimhavarmanI assumed the title of ‘Vatapikonda’ (Conqueror of Vatapi), when he 

defeated and killed PulakesinII (ChalukyaKing) and captured the Chalukyancapital, Badami in 642 CE. 

4. Which of the following officers were mandated by Asoka to spread the Dhamma Policy of Asoka? 

A. Yuktas 

B. Pradesikas 

C. Rajukas 

D. All of the above 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• After 12 years of Asoka’s coronation, the Major Rock Edict III was issued.  

• It mentions the generosity towards Brahmans.  

• It stated that the Yuktas (subordinate officers) and Pradesikas (district Heads) along with Rajukas 

(Rural officers) shall go to the all areas of kingdom every five years and spread the Dhamma Policy of 

Asoka. 

5. As per the officials mentioned in the Arthashastra, the duties related to Crown lands was performed 

by whom? 

A. Kosadhyaksha 

B. Hastyadhyaksha 
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C. Lohadhyaksha 

D. Sitadhyaksha 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• Sitadhyaksha-Superintendent of Crown lands, Agriculture 

• Kosadhyaksha–Superintendent of Treasury 

• Hastyadhyaksha–Superintendent of Elephant force 

• Lohadhyaksha–Superintendent of Mines 
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3. Polity  
Click here to watch the following questions on YouTube 

1. Which of the following statements are correct? 

1. The Union Parliament has the power to extend or exclude jurisdiction of a High Court from a UT. 

2. Inter-state migration and inter-state quarantine fall under the domain of state list in 7th Schedule. 

A. Only 1 

B. Only 2 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. None of the above 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

• Entry 79, List I- Extension of Jurisdiction of High Court to, and exclusion of the jurisdiction of a High 

Court from any Union Territory. Thus statement 1 is correct. 

• Entry 81, List I- Inter-state migration, inter-state quarantine. Hence, statement 2 is incorrect. 

2. Which of the following is correct about the Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay Scheme? 

1.  It is a direct cash transfer scheme 

2. It is meant for farmers who growing any of listed 14 types of crops 

A. Only 1 

B. Only 2 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. None of the above  

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• The Chhattisgarh government on 21st May launched the  Rajiv Gandhi  Kisan Nyay Yojna, by 

transferring Rs 1,500 crore into the accounts of more than 18,000 farmers. 

• This was the first instalment of a Rs 5,750-crore scheme, meant to benefit farmers sowing 14 types of 

crops. The scheme was inaugurated through video conferencing on the death anniversary of former 

Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi.  

• The scheme aims to ensure minimum income availability to farmers growing one rabi and 13 kharif 

season crops in the state. It is similar to the Nyuntam Aay Yojana (NYAY).  
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3. Which of the following is correct about data protection in India? 

1. There is no central data protection law in the country 

2. B.N. Srikrishna committee was formulated for framing of data protection law 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• India does not have any data laws to protect users. The data protection Bill has been pending before 

a joint parliamentary committee. 

• The Justice BN Srikrishna committee was formulated to provide recommendations for ensuring data 

protection and made a number of suggestions including “data principals” (persons whose personal 

data is being processed) the ‘right to be forgotten’. 

• It further suggested that Personal data will need to be stored on servers located within India, and 

transfers outside the country will need to be subject to safeguards. Critical personal data, however, 

will only be processed in India 

• Right now, Sections 42, 66, and 72 of the IT Act guarantee some basic protection from data theft, but 

the Act does not fix liability on companies for ensuring security.   

4. Which of the following statements are correct? 

1. Katkari tribe is one of the 75 Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups, as per the classification by 

Ministry of Tribal Affairs 

2. Pradhan Mantri Van Dhan Yojana (PMVDY) is a retail marketing led value addition plan for Minor 

Forest Produce (MFP), meant for forest-based tribes to optimize the tribal income, locally 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• Katkari is one of the 75 Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups, as per the classification by Ministry of 

Home Affairs. There are certain tribal communities who use a pre-agricultural level of technology, 

face stagnant or declining population growth, and are equipped with only an extremely low level of 
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literacy and a subsistence level of economy. 75 such groups of tribals in 18 States and one Union 

Territory have been identified and categorized as Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs). 

• Pradhan Mantri Van Dhan Yojana (PMVDY) is a retail marketing led value addition plan for Minor 

Forest Produce (MFP), meant for forest-based tribes to optimize the tribal income, locally. Under the 

program, MFP-based tribal groups / enterprises of around 300 members are formed for collection, 

value addition, packaging & marketing of Minor Forest Produces (MFPs). 

• These tribal enterprises will be in the form of Van Dhan SHGs which will be a group of 15-20 

members and such 15 SHG groups will further be federated into a larger group of Van Dhan Vikas 

Kendras (VDVKS) of around 300 members. 

• TRIFED will support the VDVKs through providing them with model business plans, processing plans 

& tentative list of equipment for carrying out the value addition work of MFPs. The details would be 

made available on the TRIFED’s website. 

• “Adivasi Ekatmik Samajik Sanstha” of Shahapur in Thane consisting of members of Katkari tribe, 

which markets Giloy and other products. Giloy is a medicinal plant with huge demand from 

pharmaceutical companies. 

5. Which of the following statements are correct about the Indian electoral system? 

1. The First Past the Post system is also known as Plurality system 

2. FPTP is a constituency based system increasing candidate’s responsibility to locality as compared 

to PR list system 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• In the FPTP system, whoever has more votes than all other candidates is declared elected. The 

winning candidate need not secure a majority of the votes.  

• In the electoral race, the candidate who is ahead of others, who crosses the winning post first of all, is 

the winner. This method is also called the Plurality System. This is the method of election prescribed 

by the Constitution.  

• The FPTP system offers voters a choice not simply between parties but specific candidates. In 

constituency-based system like the FPTP, the voters know who their own representative is and can 

hold him or her accountable 
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4. Economy 
Click here to watch the following questions on YouTube 

1. Which of the following is/are correct in context of Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) of 

companies?  

1. It has been mandated for certain companies, under the provisions of Companies Act 2013. 

2. Every company having net worth of at least ₹100 crore, or turnover of at least ₹500 crore or a net 

profit of at least ₹2 crore to spend in every financial year, at least two per cent of the average net 

profits of the company made during the three immediately preceding financial years on CSR. 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both are correct 

D. None of the above is correct  

Answer: A 

Explanation 

• In News: because the Centre has notified that contributions to the PM CARES Fund will be 

considered as part of Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) of companies. 

• Under Companies Act 2013 every company: 

✓Having net worth of at least ₹500 crore 

✓Or turnover of at least ₹1,000 crore  

✓Or a net profit of at least ₹5 crore  

✓to spend in every financial year, at least two per cent of the average net profits of the company 

made during the three immediately preceding financial years on CSR. 

• Earlier CSR activities included: 

✓Eradicating extreme hunger and poverty 

✓Promotion of education 

✓Promoting gender equality and empowering women 

✓Reducing child mortality and improving maternal health 

✓Ensuring environmental sustainability 

✓Employment enhancing vocational skills 

✓Social business projects  
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✓Contribution to the Prime Minister's National Relief Fund or any other fund set up by the Central 

Government or the State Governments for socio-economic development and relief and funds for 

the welfare of the Scheduled Castes, the Scheduled Tribes, other backward classes, minorities and 

women. 

• In the wake of the Covid-19 pandemic, the list was expanded to include: 

✓The promotion of health care 

✓Expenses towards preventive health care and sanitation  

✓Disaster management.  

✓Now, the list has been expanded with PM CARES Fund.  

2. Which of the following is/are correct about Palm Oil? 

1. Indonesia is the world’s biggest producer of palm oil, followed by Malaysia. 

2. Palm oil accounts for nearly two-thirds of India’s total edible oil imports. 

3. India currently meets 65 per cent of its edible oil needs through imports. 

A. 1 only 

B. 1 & 2 only 

C. 2 & 3 only 

D. All of the above 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• India currently meets 65 per cent of its edible oil needs through imports. Of India’s total edible oil 

imports, 75 per cent is palm oil. 

• Among major traditional oilseed crops grown in India are soyabean, groundnut, mustard and 

rapeseed and sesame. While the requirement for edible oil in India is more than 25 million tonnes 

annually, its production hovers around 10 million tonnes a year. 

• India is the world’s biggest palm oil importer. 

• In 2019, India imported 4.4 million tonnes of palm oil from Malaysia. 

• Indonesia is the world’s biggest producer of palm oil, followed by Malaysia. Palm oil accounts for 

nearly two-thirds of India’s total edible oil imports. India buys more than 9 million tonnes of palm oil 

annually, mainly from Indonesia and Malaysia. 

3. Recently in news,  Annavitran Portal has been implemented to display: 

A. Electronic transactions made to farmers on purchase of food grains from them. 
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B. Electronic transactions made through ePoS devices for distribution of subsidized food grains to 

beneficiaries. 

C. Electronic transactions of loans sanctioned to farmers through Kisan Credit Card. 

D. None of the above 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• It will be instrumental in the implementation of One Nation, One Ration Card. 

• Annavitran Portal (www.annavitran.nic.in) has been implemented to display electronic transactions 

made through ePoS devices for distribution of subsidized food grains to beneficiaries.  

• This portal also shows all India picture of Aadhaar authentication of beneficiaries besides allocated 

and distributed quantity of food grains up to district level. 

• The Annavitran portal enables a migrant worker or his family to avail the benefits of PDS outside their 

district but within their state.  

• While a person can buy her share of food grains as per her entitlement under the NFSA, wherever she 

is based, the rest of her family members can purchase subsidised food grains from their ration dealer 

back home. 

4. Which of the following is correct in context of New Development Bank’s (NDB)? 

1. It has been mandated in the bank’s foundation statute that the bank’s President will be an Indian. 

2. While it is also known as BRICS Bank, South Africa is not one of bank’s founding members. 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both are correct 

D. None is correct 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• In news: Marcos Prado Troyjo, former deputy economy minister of Brazil will replace KV Kamath as 

the president of the New Development Bank’s (NDB). 

• It is a multilateral financial institution set up to mobilise resources for infrastructure and sustainable 

development projects in BRICS and other emerging economies. 

• KV Kamath was appointed president of NDB on July 7, 2015 at the inaugural meeting of the board of 

governors on the eve of the Ufa Summit, when the bank formally came into existence as a legal entity.  

• BRICS countries -- Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa -- are its founders. 
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5. Which of the following is/are correct in context of Savings Bonds often issued by the Government of 

India? 

1. At the moment, only institutional investors are allowed to buy them. 

2. They usually have no maximum limit for investment.  

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both are correct 

D. None is correct 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• These Bonds can be held by 

✓An individual, not being a Non-Resident Indian 

✓A Hindu Undivided Family. 

• Usually, there are no maximum limits for investment in the Bonds. 

• They are issued by Ministry of Finance, Government of India. 

• They are often taxable and thus attract TDS.. 
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5. Science & Tech And Defence  
Click here to watch the following questions on YouTube 

1. In which of the following areas can GPS technology be used?  

1. Mobile phone operations 

2. Banking operations  

3. Controlling the power grids 

A. 1 only  

B. 2 and 3 only  

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3  

Answer: D 

Explanation 

All of the above Statements are Correct 

• GPS is a radio navigation system. It uses radio waves between satellites and a receiver inside your 

phone to provide location and time information to any software that needs to use it 

• It is one of the Global navigation satellite systems (GNSS) that provides geolocation and time 

information to a GPS receiver anywhere on or near the Earth  

• Global Positioning system applications generally fall into 5 major categories 

✓Location – determining a position 

✓Navigation – getting from one location to another 

✓Tracking – monitoring object or personal movement 

✓Mapping  - creating maps of the world 

✓Timing – bringing precise timing to the world 

• Power grids increasingly rely on GPS to stay in sync, which makes them potentially vulnerable to 

attacks that broadcast false GPS signals 

✓As power grids rely less on centralised power plants and more on rooftop solar power and other 

distributed sources of energy , PMUs are growing  increasingly more important 

• The financial services sector uses GPS timing to timestamp financial transactions, match trading 

orders, and synchronise financial computer 
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2. What is the application of Somatic Cell Nuclear Transfer Technology? 

A. Production of biolarvicides  

B. Manufacture of biodegradable plastics 

C. Reproductive cloning of animals 

D. Production of organisms free of disease 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• In plants and animals, there are two 

major categories of cells 

✓somatic cells and  

✓reproductive  cells (Germ  cells  or 

gametes) 

✤In humans and other animals, 

t h e y a r e t h e e g g a n d 

sperm cells.  

• A l l o t h e r  c e l l s  i n t h e b o d y 

are somatic cells 

• In 1996, Dolly the sheep became famous for being the first successful case of the reproductive 

cloning of a mammal. 

• In genetics and developmental biology, somatic cell nuclear transfer (SCNT) is a laboratory strategy 

for creating a viable embryo from a body cell and an egg cell 

3. With reference to ‘LiFi’, recently in the news, which of the following statements is/are correct?  

1. It uses light as the medium for high-speed data transmission.  

2. It is a wireless technology and is several times faster than ‘WiFi’.   

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: C 

Explanation 

Both the statements are correct  
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• Wi-Fi (wireless fidelity) and Li-Fi (light fidelity) both are two different technologies which are used to 

send and receive data wirelessly. 

• Li-Fi is the short form of Light Fidelity and Wi-Fi is the short form of Wireless Fidelity.  

• LiFi covers distance of about 10 meters while WiFi covers about 30 meters  

• In case of Wi-Fi we use Routers and Radio Frequency (RF) waves to transmit data, whereas in Li-Fi 

we use LED bulbs and Light signals to transmit and receive data. 

• LiFi uses light for data transmission while WiFi uses electro-magnetic waves at radio frequencies for 

data transmission. 

4. Consider the following statements: 

1. According to the Indian Patents Act, a biological process to create a seed can be patented in India.  

2. In India, there is no Intellectual Property Appellate Board.  

3. Plant varieties are not eligible to be patented under Indian laws 

Which of the above is correct? 

A. 1 and 3 only  

B. 2 and 3 only  

C. 3 only  

D. 1, 2 and 3  

Answer: A 

Explanation 

Statement 1 and 3 are correct 

• As per an amendment in 2002, biochemical, biotechnological and microbiological processes are 

explicitly included in patentable processes 

• The Intellectual Property Appellate Board is a quasi – judicial body which was constituted in 

September 1958 

• Section 3(j) – Plants and animals in whole or any parts including DNA, cells, seeds, varieties and 

species etc are exempt from the category of inventions.  

In News 

• In April, 2018, the Delhi high court had ruled Monsanto’s patent over Bt cotton seeds as invalid. It 

ruled that some items such as seeds, animals and plants cannot be patented under Indian laws. 

• Recently, however, the Supreme Court, while reversing a Delhi high court judgment, on January 8, 

2019, allowed agribusiness giant Monsanto to claim patent on its genetically modified (GM) cotton 

seeds. 
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5. In the context of wearable technology, which of the following tasks is/are accomplished by wearable 

devices?  

1. Location identification of a person 

2. Sleep monitoring of a person  

3. Assisting the hearing impaired person  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 and 3 only  

C. 3 only  

D. 1, 2 and 3  

Answer: D 

Explanation 

Wearable technology,  wearables,  fashion technology,  tech togs, or  fashion electronics  are smart 

electronic devices (electronic device with micro-controllers) that are worn close to and/or on the 

surface of the skin, where they detect, analyze, and transmit information concerning e.g. body signals 

such as vital signs, and/or ambient data and which allow in some cases immediate biofeedback to the 

wearer. 
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