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1. Vikramshila Gangetic Dolphin Sanctuary
• The Bihar government is setting up India’s first observatory for the Gangetic dolphins in Bhagalpur
district.

• The observatory is constructed at Vikramshila Gangetic Dolphin Sanctuary (VGDS).
• The structural design of the observatory is such that it will promote eco-tourism.
• There would be no bad or adverse impact on the river’s ecology as the observatory

is being

constructed on a bridge over the Ganga,”.

• The observatory is being built on the Sultanganj-Aguwani Ghat bridge over the Ganga
Important Dolphins Found in India

• Gangetic dolphin
• Indus River Dolphin
• Irrawaddy Dolphin
Gangetic dolphin

• IUCN Status: Endangered
Indus River Dolphin

• IUCN Status: Endangered
Irrawaddy Dolphin

• IUCN Status: Endangered
About Gangetic dolphin

• National Aquatic Animal of India
• They are locally known as Susu which refers to the noise the dolphin is said to make when it breathes.
• Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972: Schedule I
• CITES: Appendix I
• CMS: ???
• It is among the four freshwater dolphins in the world- the other three are:
✓ The ‘Baiji’ now likely extinct from the Yangtze River in China,
✓ The ‘Bhulan’ of the Indus in Pakistan, and
✓ The ‘Boto’ of the Amazon River in Latin America.

• These four species live only in rivers and lakes.
• They prefer deep waters, in and around the confluence of rivers. They can only live in freshwater and

are essentially blind (It is also called a blind dolphin because it doesn’t have an eye lens and uses
echolocation to navigate and hunt.)
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Note

• Echolocation is the use of sound waves and echoes to
determine where objects are in space.

• Its

presence indicates the health of the riverine
ecosystem.

• Major threats to dolphins in India include overfishing

in the habitat, pollution, restrictive flow of water,
poaching, infrastructure etc.

• In India, it covers seven states namely, Assam, Uttar
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Bihar,
Jharkhand, and West Bengal.

Indus River Dolphin

• They can only be found in the lower parts of the Indus River in Pakistan and in River Beas, a tributary
of the Indus River in Punjab, India.

• They have adapted to life in the muddy river and are functionally blind.
• The dolphin is the state aquatic animal of Punjab
Irrawaddy Dolphin

• Besides the Irrawaddy River, it is also found in India’s Ganges, Chilka Lake and Southeast Asia’s
Mekong River.
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• They prefer to live in estuaries and brackish water near coasts.
Map: Irradaway River
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Irradaway Dolphin
Dolphin Census

• Annual Dolphin census was recently carried out in Odisha by the state’s forest and environment
department.

• The census covered important aquatic ecosystems in the state including the Chilika lake, India’s

largest brackish water lagoon, spread over the Puri, Khurda and Ganjam districts, the Gahirmatha
Marine Sanctuary and its nearby areas within the Bhitarkanika National Park in Kendrapara district,
Balasore district and the mouth of the Rushukulya River in Ganjam district

• Population declined from 469 in 2018 to 259 this year. The reduction in the number of dolphins

compared to last year could be due to the migration of species from the Chilika Lake and other water
bodies to the deep sea.

• Gahirmatha is the home of the state’s largest dolphin population, having 126 animals. More dolphins
were found in Gahirmatha than Chilika due to its bigger areas.

• After Gahirmatha, Chilika had the next largest population at 113, followed by the Rushukulya River in
Ganjam district, with 15 dolphins and finally, Balasore, with 5 individuals.

• The dolphin species sighted during the state-wide census included the Irrawaddy, the Bottle Nose and
the Humpback.

Other Projects

• “Project Dolphin”, along the lines of “Project Tiger” to enhance the population of these dolphins.
• Conservation Action Plan for the Gangetic Dolphin (2010-2020), which has identified threats to

Gangetic dolphins and impact of river traffic, irrigation canals and depletion of prey-base on dolphin
populations.
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Previous Year UPSC Question
Other than poaching, what are the possible reasons for the decline in the population of Ganges River
Dolphins?
1. Construction of dams and barrages on rivers
2. Increase in the population of crocodiles in rivers
3. Getting trapped in fishing nets accidentally
4. Use of synthetic fertilizers and other agricultural chemicals in crop-fields in the vicinity of
rivers
Select the correct answer using the code given below.
A. 1 and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1, 3 and 4 only
D. 1, 2, 3 and 4

2. Global Fund for AIDS, TB, and Malaria (GFTAM)
What is the News?

• India has recently announced a contribution of $22 million to the Global Fund for AIDS, TB, and
Malaria (GFTAM).

Global Fund for AIDS, TB, and Malaria (GFTAM).

• The

Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria (or simply the Global Fund) is an
international financing organization that aims to “attract, leverage and invest additional resources to
end the epidemics of HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria to support attainment of the Sustainable
Development Goals established by the United Nations.”

• Founded in 2002, the Global Fund is a partnership between governments, civil society, the private
sector and people affected by the diseases.

• The organization maintains its secretariat in Geneva, Switzerland.
Tuberculosis

• Tuberculosis

(TB) is an infectious disease usually caused by Mycobacterium tuberculosis (MTB)

bacteria.

• Tuberculosis generally affects the lungs, but can also affect other parts of the body
• Recently, the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has launched the annual Tuberculosis (TB)
Report 2020.

India’s vision

• To end TB by 2025, five years ahead of the World’s Target under SDG’s Eliminating TB by 2025: India

is committed to eliminating tuberculosis from the country by 2025, five years ahead of the global
target by the World Health Organisation (WHO) i.e. 2030.
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• The Annual TB Report is prepared and published by the Central TB Division, Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare, GOI.

• 20.04 lakh notified TB patients in 2019 in India, which is a 14% increase from 2018.
• Proportion of children diagnosed with TB increased to 8% in 2019 compared to 6% in 2018.
• Expansion of treatment services has resulted in a 12% improvement in the treatment success rate of
notified patients. For 2019, it is 81% compared to 69% in 2018.

• State TB Index: On the basis of the score in State TB Index, Gujarat, Andhra Pradesh and Himachal
Pradesh were the top three best-performing states for tuberculosis control under the category of
states with 50 lakh population.

• Tripura

and Nagaland were best-performing in the category of states having less than 50 lakh
population.

• Dadra and Nagar Haveli, and Daman and Diu were selected as the best performing Union Territories.
• People living with HIV are the most vulnerable among all those TB patient groups which have other
comorbidities (rate of death). Hence, the World Health Organization lays social emphasis (through
awareness programmes) on them.

• According to the report, India notified the highest number of 24.04 lakh tuberculosis cases last year
(2018) as against an estimated 26.9 lakh cases by WHO, indicating that around three lakh patients
missed out from the national TB programme.

Schemes
The Nikshay Ecosystem

• It is the National TB information system which is a one-stop solution to manage information of
patients and monitor program activity and performance throughout the country.

Nikshay Poshan Yojana (NPY)

• This scheme is aimed at providing financial support to TB patients for their nutrition.
National Tuberculosis Elimination Program (NTEP)

• It is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme being implemented under the aegis of the National Health Mission
with resource sharing between the State Governments and the Central Government. The goal of the
program is to achieve a TB-free India with zero deaths, disease and poverty due to tuberculosis.

Global TB targets:

• SDG 3.3 includes a target of ending the TB epidemic by 2030
WHO End TB Strategy

• The strategy aims to end the global TB epidemic, with targets to reduce TB deaths by 95% and to cut
new cases by 90% between 2015 and 2035, and to ensure that no family is burdened with
catastrophic expenses due to TB.

Global Tuberculosis (TB) Report

• The report has been released by WHO.
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• WHO has been publishing global TB report every year since 1997.
• The report provides a comprehensive and up-to-date assessment of the TB epidemic and progress in
the response at global, regional and country levels for India.

• Geographically, most TB cases in 2018 were in the WHO regions of South-east Asia (44%), Africa
(24%) and the Western Pacific (18%).

• Reduction in the number of TB deaths: 5 million people died from TB in 2018, down from 1.6 million
in 2017.

• Number of new cases of TB has been declining steadily in recent years.
• The burden remains high among low-income and marginalized populations: around 10 million people
developed TB in 2018.

Global Initiative

• The World Health Organization (WHO) has launched a joint initiative “Find. Treat. All. #EndTB” with

the Global Fund and Stop TB Partnership, with the aim of accelerating the TB response and ensuring
access to care, in line with WHO’s overall drive towards Universal Health Coverage.

World Tuberculosis (TB)

• Day World Tuberculosis (TB) Day is observed on March 24 to raise public awareness about the
devastating health, social and economic consequences of TB, and to step up efforts to end the global
TB epidemic.

• The date marks the day in 1882 when Dr Robert Koch announced that he had discovered the
bacterium that causes TB, which opened the way towards diagnosing and curing this disease.

• The theme of World TB Day 2020 is “It’s TIME”.
• U.S. Food & Drug Administration (FDA) has approved a new drug Pretomanid for treating drug-

resistant tuberculosis — multidrug-resistant TB (MDR-TB) and extensively drug-resistant TB (XDRTB).

• Multidrug-resistant tuberculosis (MDR-TB) is a form of TB caused by bacteria that do not respond to
isoniazid and rifampicin, the 2 most powerful, first-line anti-TB drugs. [[First-line drugs are used in the
standard therapy of TB.]

• MDR-TB is treatable and curable by using second-line drugs.
• Extensively drug-resistant TB (XDR-TB) is a more serious form of MDR-TB caused by bacteria that do

not respond to the most effective second-line anti-TB drugs, often leaving patients without any
further treatment options.

• People who are resistant to isoniazid and rifampin, plus any fluoroquinolone and at least one of three

injectable second-line drugs (amikacin, kanamycin, or capreomycin) are said to have XDR-TB. XDR-TB
emerges through mismanagement of treatment of MDR-TB patients.
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