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1. Geography  
Click here to watch the following questions on YouTube 

1.1.India launches flash flood guidance services for South Asia 

What Is Flash Flooding? 

• Flash Floods are highly localized events of short duration with a very high peak and usually have less 

than six hours between the occurrence of the rainfall and peak flood. 

• They occur due to extremely heavy rainfall from thunderstorms. Flash Floods can occur due to Dam 

or Levee Breaks, and/or Mudslides (Debris Flow). 

• The intensity of the rainfall, the location and distribution of the rainfall, the land use and topography, 

vegetation types and growth/density, soil type, and soil water-content all determine just how quickly 

the Flash Flooding may occur, and influence where it may occur. 

• The impervious surfaces in the urban areas do not allow water to infiltrate the ground, and the water 

runs off to the low spots very quickly. 

• India has launched Flash Flood Guidance services for India and other South Asian countries -- 

Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal, and Sri Lanka. 

• It is to issue impact-based forecasting at the watershed and also city level, of floods which are very 

sudden and of short duration. 

• It is designed by the India Meteorological Department (IMD) to provide the necessary products in 

real-time to support the development of warnings for flash floods about 6-12 hours in advance at the 

watershed level with a resolution of 4kmx4km for the Flash Flood prone South Asian countries -- 

India, Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh, and Sri Lanka. 
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• IMD has tested the performance of the system during recent monsoon seasons in the preoperational 

mode and the Flash Flood Bulletins were issued to National Hydrological and Meteorological Services 

in the Region for its validation. 

• The system has in-depth science, dynamics, and diagnostics to provide guidance for the possible 

occurrences of flash floods at the local level. 

• The Guidance for flash floods in the form of Threats (6 hours in advance) and Risks (24 hours in 

advance) will be provided by Regional Centre to National Meteorological & Hydrological Services, 

National and State Disaster Management Authorities, and all other stakeholders for taking necessary 

mitigation measures to reduce the loss of life and property in the South Asian Region countries.  

• The Fifteenth WMO Congress had approved the implementation of a Flash Flood Guidance System 

(FFGS) project with global coverage that had been developed by the WMO Commission for 

Hydrology jointly with the WMO Commission for Basic Systems and in collaboration with the US 

National Weather Service, the US Hydrologic Research Center (HRC) and USAID/OFDA.  

1.2.Formation of State Water Grid in Maharashtra to overcome 

flood crisis in the State 
• Maharashtra Government to take up formation of the State Water Grid to overcome the recurring 

flood crisis in the State. 

• The State Water Grid is to be formed on the lines of the National Power Grid and Highway Grid.  

• The idea is to divert the flood water from one river basin to the other river basin in the drought prone 

area of the state.  

• The areas with shortage of the water, scanty rainfall can get relief by the Grid.  

• This would help to increase the area under irrigation, while bringing significant reduction in the 

numbers of suicides of farmers. (particularly Vidarbha region) 

• This would also help to increase agriculture produce and strengthen the rural and national economy.  

• The diverted flood waters would relieve the stress on the local resources. Transportation of goods 

and passengers through rivers (Water Transport) can be commenced in near future. 

• Fishing and other businesses can flourish alongside and major employment can be generated if such 

project is taken up as an essential infrastructure. 

• This synchronization of N.H. construction and water conservation results not only in increasing water 

storage capacity but saving environment. Initially this activity was done on large scale in Buldhana 

district as pilot project and hence named as 'Buldhana pattern'. 

• The Tamaswada Pattern adopted in Wardha and Nagpur districts is another effort towards Rain 

Water Harvesting, Conservation and Ground Water Recharge.  

• These works are done on the basis of Scientific and Complete Development of Mini-Micro 

Watersheds based on study of Hydrogeology, Topography and Civil Engineering. 

• Tamaswada Pattern is most helpful to create augmented Surface rain and Ground Water storages. 
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• It creates Flood free as well as Drought free situation in treated Watershed. These types of works are 

resulting in Preservation and Conservation of Traditional natural water bodies. 

• The National Water Grid is a perspective plan for the transfer between watersheds from surplus 

basins to deficit basins by Interlinking of Rivers in India, Indo-Gangetic Plains witness devastating 

Floods while the Peninsular States suffer severe droughts. 

1.3.Aldabra’s coral reefs 
• Coral reefs are large underwater structures composed of the skeletons of colonial marine 

invertebrates called coral.  

• The coral species that build reefs are known as hermatypic, or "hard," corals because they extract 

calcium carbonate from seawater to create a hard, durable exoskeleton that protects their soft, sac-

like bodies.  

• Each individual coral is referred to as a polyp.  

• Coral polyps live on the calcium carbonate exoskeletons of their ancestors, adding their own 

exoskeleton to the existing coral structure. 

• As the centuries pass, the coral reef gradually grows one tiny exoskeleton at a time, until they become 

massive features of the marine environment. 
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• Climate change is the greatest threat to coral reef ecosystems. Ocean warming and associated coral 

bleaching are one of the foremost causes of coral loss across the world. 

• Coral reefs in the lagoon of the Seychelles’ Aldabra atoll, however, recovered faster after the 

2015-2016 bleaching event due to tolerance to heat stress. 

• Bleaching is a process where corals lose their vivid colour and turn white. This happens when the 

zooxanthellae algae, which is in a symbiotic relationship with corals and provide them with food, die 

due to ocean warming and acidification. 

• If bleaching continues for an extended period of time, corals eventually die. Coral bleaching and 

mortality exacerbated by climate change are one of the biggest threats to oceanic biodiversity.  

• Aldabra — one of the world’s largest atolls — is a UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organization) World Heritage Site in Seychelles and located in the Indian Ocean. 

1.4.Nechiphu Tunnel on road to China border in Arunachal 
• The foundation stone of the Nechiphu Tunnel on the Balipara-Charduar-Tawang (BCT) road in West 

Kameng district of Arunachal Pradesh was laid. 

• The 450m-long tunnel, will bypass the existing road, will be D-shaped and comprise two lanes of 3.5m 

width each.  

• Another 1.8 km-long tunnel is also being constructed on the BCT road and both will reduce distance 

to the area bordering China by 10km. 

• It will be constructed by Border Roads Organisation (BRO) 

BRO  

• The Border Roads Organisation (BRO) (Indian army corps of engineers) develops and maintains road 

networks in India's border areas and friendly neighboring countries.  

• BRO maintains operations in twenty-one states, one UT (Andaman and Nicobar Islands), and 

neighboring countries such as Afghanistan, Bhutan, Myanmar, and Sri Lanka.  

• The BRO operates and maintains over 32,885 kilometres of roads and about 12,200 meters of 

permanent bridges in the country. 
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1.5.Assam-Mizoram Border Dispute 
• The border dispute between Assam and Mizoram exits since the colonial era when the British 

Administration demarcated the inner lines on grounds of administrative needs.  

• Assam was granted the status of a constituent state in 1950, losing its territory to the newly formed 

states within its border areas between the 1960s and the 1970s.  

• On the other hand, Mizoram (earlier Lushai Hills) was part of Assam which was later carved out as a 

Union Territory and later achieved statehood in the year 1987 via the State of Mizoram Act of 1986.  

• The two states share an inter-state border of 164.6 km. Cachar, Hailakandi and Karimganj districts of 

Assam shares border with Kolasib, Mamit and Aizawl districts of Mizoram.  

• The boundary between the two states is a naturally occurring border having rivers, hills, valleys and 

forests. Many times, the residents of the border areas cross to the other side as the border 

demarcation is not-so-clear.  

The 1875 and 1933 demarcation 

• The Government of Mizoram is of the view that the boundary should be demarcated as stated in the 

1875 notification, derived from the Bengal Eastern Frontier Regulation (BEFR) Act, 1873, while the 

Government of Assam believes that the 1933 demarcation must be followed.  

✓ 1875 notification- Marks a boundary between Lushai Hills from the plains of Cachar.  

✓ 1933 notification- Marks a boundary between Lushai Hills and Manipur. Mizo society was not 

consulted.  

• The dispute between the two states is due to these demarcations. 
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2. History 
Click here to watch the following questions on YouTube 

2.1.Life in Miniature project 

Miniature Painting 

• These are colorful handmade paintings very small in size with intricate brushwork which contributes 

to their unique identity. 

• The colors used in the paintings are derived from various natural sources like vegetables, indigo, 

precious stones, gold and silver. 

• While artists all around the world convey their respective theme through their paintings, the most 

common theme used in the miniature paintings of India comprises of the Ragas or a pattern of musical 

notes, and religious and mythological stories. 

Project 

• Several hundred miniature paintings from the National Museum, New Delhi can be viewed online by 

people around the world through “Life in Miniature” project. 

• It is collaboration between the National Museum, New Delhi and Google Arts & Culture, a 

partnership that began in 2011. 

• It is in line with Digital India initiative and showcases the role of technology in the preservation of 

India’s heritage. 

• The project uses technologies like machine learning, augmented reality and digitization with high-

definition robotic cameras, to showcase these special works of art in a magical new way. 

• On the Google Arts & Culture app, online viewers can experience the first Augmented Reality-

powered art gallery designed with traditional Indian architecture, and explore a life-size virtual space 

where you can walk up to a selection of miniature paintings.  

• The artworks showcased are presented along five universal themes of the human relationship with 

nature, love, celebration, faith and power. 

• Another highlight of the launch is the application of Machine Learning-based algorithms to the corpus 

of paintings being brought online, so that users can explore these miniature marvels guided by 

Artificial Intelligence. 

• “Magnify Miniatures” enables online users to explore multiple artworks. 

• With “Life in Miniature”, users will be able to see famous miniature collections of the National 

Museum, like the Ramayana, Royal Saga, Pahari style paintings.  

About The National Museum, New Delhi 

• The National Museum, New Delhi, under the Ministry of Culture.  The National Museum, today, has in 

its possession over 2,00,000 antiquities & art objects, both of Indian and Foreign origin covering more 

than 5,000 years of our cultural heritage. During current pandemic time, the National Museum has 

been engaging its visitors through digital platforms. 
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About Google Arts & Culture 

• Google Arts & Culture puts the collections of more than 2,000 museums in a single app. 

Schools of Indian Miniature Paintings 

• Pala School   

• Orissa School 

• Jain school 

• Mughal School 

• Rajasthan School 

• Pahari School 

• Deccan School 

2.2.Kongali Bihu in Assam 
• Bihu are three festivals held in Assam. 

✓ Bhogali or Magh Bihu is observed on January 13th or 14th - symbolises the end of the harvest 

season. 

✓ Rongali or Bohag Bihu is observed on April 14th or 15th - Assamese New Year. 

✓ Kongali or Kati Bihu is observed in October. ( In the month of kartik)- celebrates the harvest 

season. 

• This Bihu is celebrated during the time of relocation of the rice sapling - Kati means "cut". 

• Kati Bihu is also called Kongali ("Poor") as the granaries are usually empty and there is not much to 

eat at this time of the year. 

• This means Kati Bihu is not as flamboyant a festival as the other Bihus and the festivities are more 

sombre in nature. 

• This Bihu is celebrated by the lighting of lamps or saaki (candles) in different parts of the house. The 

main lamp is lit in the courtyard near the sacred Tulsi plant.  

• For Kati Bihu, the plant is cleaned and is placed on an earthen platform called a "Tulsi Bheti". Offerings 

and prayers are made to the Goddess Tulsi for the wellbeing of the family and for a good harvest. This 

formal procedure continues for the whole month of Kati. 

• In the paddy fields, farmers light a special type of lamp, called 'Akaxh Banti' (Sky candle). These 

mustard oil lamps are placed high on the tips of tall bamboo poles. It is believed these lamps are lit to 

guide ancestors to heaven, though they serve a practical purpose by drawing insects to the flame and 

their doom, which helps keep the crops healthy. 

• The instruments used in Bihu are Dhol, Taal, Toka, Pepa, Xutuli, Gogona and Baanhi (Flute). 
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2.3.Large 2,000-year-old cat discovered in Peru's Nazca lines 
• The Peruvian archaeologists have uncovered a 37 meter resting long cat on the famous Nazca lines of 

Peru. 

What are the Nazca Lines? 

• The Nazca Lines are a group of geoglyphs, or large designs made on the ground by creators using 

elements of the landscape such as stones, gravel, dirt or lumber. 

• These are believed to be the greatest known archaeological enigma, owing to their size, continuity, 

nature and quality.  

• The images on the ground are so big in size that the best way to get a full view of them is overflying 

them. 

• Drawn more than 2 millennia ago on the surface of southern Peru’s arid Pampa Colorado (“Red Plain” 

in Spanish), the geoglyphs feature different subjects, but mainly plants and animals.  

• The figures include pelicans (the largest ones sized around 935 feet long), Andean Condors (443 feet), 

monkeys (360 feet), hummingbirds (165 feet), and spiders (150 feet). 

• There are also geometric shapes, such as triangles, trapezoids and spirals, and some have been 

associated with astronomical functions. 

• The Lines were first discovered in 1927, and were declared a World Heritage Site by UNESCO in 

1994. The site is around 450 km away from capital Lima southwards along the South Pan-American 

Highway. 

• A geoglyph is a large design or motif (generally longer than 4 metres) produced on the ground and 

typically formed by clastic rocks or similarly durable elements of the landscape, such as stones, stone 

fragments, gravel, or earth. 

2.4.Indus valley had dairy production way back in 3rd millennium 

BCE 
• The Indus Valley Civilization was a cultural and political entity which flourished in the northern region 

of the Indian subcontinent between c. 7000 - c. 600 BCE.  

• Its modern name derives from its location in the valley of the Indus River, but it is also commonly 

referred to as the Indus-Sarasvati Civilization (after the Sarasvati River mentioned in Vedic sources 

which flowed adjacent to the Indus) and the Harappan Civilization (after the ancient city of Harappa 

in the region, the first one found in the modern era). 

• The nuclear dates of the civilization appear to be about 2500–1700 BCE, though the southern sites 

may have lasted later into the 2nd millennium BCE. 

• Between c. 1900 - c. 1500 BCE, the civilization began to decline for unknown reasons. 

• The year 2020 marks 100 years of discovery of Indus Valley Civilisation. 

• A new study has shown that dairy products were being produced by the Harappans as far back as 

2500 BCE. 
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• The results were based on molecular chemical analysis of residue in shards of pottery found at the 

archaeological site of Kotada Bhadli, a rural settlement located in Gujarat. 

• Through a process called stable isotope analysis, the researchers were also able to identify the type of 

ruminant used for dairy, and concluded that these were cattle, like cows and buffalo, rather than goats 

and sheep. 

2.5.Commemoration of ‘77th Year of Formation of Azad Hind 

Government’ 
• On July 8, 1945, Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose laid the foundation stone of the INA War Memorial to 

commemorate the ‘Unknown Warrior’ of the Indian National Army (INA). 

• The Azad Hind Government, founded on 21st October, 1943 was inspired by Neta ji Subhash Chandra 

Bose 

• He was the leader of Azad Hind Government and also the Head of State of this Provisional Indian 

Government-in-exile. 
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• It was a part of the freedom movement, originating in 1940s outside India with a purpose of allying 

with Axis powers to free India from British rule.  

• The existence of the Azad Hind Government gave a greater legitimacy to the independence struggle 

against the British. 

• Pertinently, the role of Azad Hind Fauj or the Indian National Army (INA) had been crucial in 

bequeathing a much needed impetus to India’s struggle for Independence. 
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3. Polity 
Click here to watch the following questions on YouTube 

3.1.NHRC 
• To make the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) more inclusive and efficient, Lok Sabha 

passed the Protection of Human Rights (Amendment) Bill, 2019 which amends the Protection of 

Human Rights Act, 1993. 

Amendment proposed 

• A person who has been a Judge of the Supreme Court is also made eligible to be appointed as 

Chairperson of the Commission in addition to the person who has been the Chief Justice of India. 

• Increasing the members of the commission who have knowledge of human rights issues, from two to 

three, out of which one must be a woman; 

• Include Chairperson of the National Commission for Backward Classes, Chairperson of the National 

Commission for the Protection of Child Rights and the Chief Commissioner for Persons with 

Disabilities as deemed Members of the Commission; 

• Reduces the term of the Chairperson and Members of the Commission and the State Commissions 

from five to three years and shall be eligible for re-appointment; 

• A person who has been a Judge of the High Court is also made eligible to be appointed as Chairperson 

of the State Commission in addition to the person who has been the Chief Justice of the High Court; 

and, 

• Confer upon State Commissions, the functions relating to human rights being discharged by the 

Union territories, other than the Union territory of Delhi, which will be dealt with by the Commission. 

3.2.CVC amends SOP for adoption of Integrity Pact in govt. 

organisations 
• The Central Vigilance Commission has amended the Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) on 

adoption of “Integrity Pact” in government organisations for procurement activities. 

• This order revises the SOP issued in January 2017. 

• It has restricted the maximum tenure of Integrity External Monitors (IEMs) to three years in an 

organisation. 

• The amended provision states that the choice of IEM should be restricted to officials from the 

government and Public Sector Undertakings (PSUs) who have retired from positions of the level of 

Secretary to the Central government or of equivalent pay scale. 

• Such officials who retired as Chairman and Managing Directors (CMDs) of PSUs — Schedule 'A' 

companies and CMD/Managing Director and Chief Executive Officer levels in the Public Sector Banks 

(PSBs), insurance companies and financial institutions — should be at least of the level of Additional 

Secretary or its equivalent. 
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• Officers of the Armed Forces who have retired from the rank equivalent of General may also be 

considered for appointment. Preference would be given to persons who have worked in any other 

sector, other than their own, or have worked as CVO [Chief Vigilance Officer] in any organization. 

• It provides that for appointment as IEM, the Ministry, department or organization concerned has to 

forward a panel of suitable persons to the CVC, of those persons who are in the panel maintained by 

the Commission.  

• The previous corresponding provision stated that the panel could include those already in the panel 

maintained by the Commission, or they could propose names of other suitable persons. 

• The latest order provides that the IEM will be appointed for a period of three years in an organization. 

• Integrity Pact is a vigilance tool that envisages an agreement between the prospective vendors/

bidders and the buyer, committing both the parties not to exercise any corrupt influence on any 

aspect of the contract. 

• The pact is also to ensure transparency, equity and competitiveness in public procurement. 

• The IEMs independently and objectively review the documents to determine if the parties have 

complied with their obligations under the pact. They may submit a report to the chief executive of the 

organisation concerned or directly to the CVO and the CVC, if they find serious irregularities 

attracting the Prevention of Corruption Act provisions. 

• Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) was created in 1964 to address governmental corruption.  

✓ In 2003, the Parliament enacted a law conferring statutory status on the CVC. It has the status of 

an autonomous body, free of control from any executive authority, charged with monitoring all 

vigilance activity under the Central Government advising various authorities in central 

Government organizations in planning, executing, reviewing and reforming their vigilance work.  

3.3.The Maharashtra government has withdrawn “general 

consent” given to the CBI to probe cases in the state. 
• The decision means the central agency will have to get 

consent from the state government for every case it 

registers in Maharashtra. 

• CBI functions under the superintendence of the Deptt. 

Of Personnel, Ministry of Personnel, Pension & Public 

Grievances, which falls under the PMO. 

• However for investigations of offences under the 

Prevention of Corruption Act, its superintendence vests 

with the Central Vigilance Commission.  

• It is also the nodal police agency in India which 

coordinates investigation on behalf of Interpol Member 

countries. 

• The CBI is divided into three categories when it comes to investigation.  

 12
Available on App Store 

 and Play Store
www.sleepyclasses.com 

Call 6280133177 

http://www.sleepyclasses.com
http://T.me/SleepyClasses


T.me/SleepyClasses

✓ The Anti-Corruption Division that investigates cases against public servants under the control of 

the central government, public servants in public sector undertakings, also under the control of 

the central government, cases against public servants working under state governments, which 

have been entrusted to the CBI by the state, and serious departmental irregularities committed 

by the above mentioned. 

✓ The Economic Offences Division investigates financial crimes, bank frauds, money laundering, 

illegal money market operations, graft in PSUs and banks. 

✓ The Special Crimes Division handles cases of conventional nature such as offences relating to 

internal security, espionage, sabotage, narcotics and psychotropic substances, antiquities, 

murders, dacoities/robberies, and cheating among others.  

✓ Maharashtra is not the first state to flag this distrust of the federal agency: Andhra Pradesh, West 

Bengal and Chhattisgarh have done the same in recent times. 

✓ Kerela is on the line to do the same. 

3.4.SEC moves HC against govt 
• Andhra Pradesh State Election Commission (SEC) filed a writ petition in the High Court seeking a 

direction to the government (Principal Secretaries of Finance and Panchayat Raj & Rural 

Development) to provide budget and release funds as and when a request is made by it (SEC) for 

conducting elections. 

• The SEC also prayed for assistance from the government in holding the civic polls. 

State Election Commissions (SECs) 

• The State Election Commission has been entrusted with the function of conducting free, fair and 

impartial elections to the local bodies in the state. 

• Article 243K(1): It states that the superintendence, direction and control of the preparation of 

electoral rolls for, and the conduct of, all elections to the Panchayats (Municipalities under Article 

243ZA) shall be vested in a State Election Commission consisting of a State Election Commissioner to 

be appointed by the Governor. 

• Article 243K (2): It states that the tenure and appointment will be directed as per the law made by the 

state legislature. However, State Election Commissioner shall not be removed from his/her office 

except in like manner and on the like grounds as a Judge of a High Court. 

• The state governments need to follow the guidelines given by the Supreme Court in Kishan Singh 

Tomar vs Municipal Corporation of Ahmedabad case: 

✓ The provisions of Article 243K of the Constitution, which provides for setting up of SECs, are 

almost identical to those of Article 324 related to the ECI. 

✓ Also, the state governments should abide by orders of the SECs during the conduct of the 

panchayat and municipal elections, just like they follow the instructions of the EC during 

Assembly and Parliament polls. 
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3.5.Andhra CM’s allegations against a SC judge 
• The Issue: The chief minister of Andhra Pradesh, Jagan Mohan Reddy, in a letter to the Chief Justice 

of India (CJI) on October 6, has made serious allegations of interference in the course of 

administration of justice by Justice N V Ramana, the senior-most judge after the CJI and the next in 

line for the post. 

✓ Justice Ramana, according to Reddy, is close to the former CM of Andhra Pradesh, Chandrababu 

Naidu, and has been influencing the sittings of the high court judges of Andhra Pradesh — 

including the allocation of cases important to the Telugu Desam Party — to a few chosen judges.  

• This situation is unprecedented and being termed as indulging in bench hunting. 

• It is being seen as is as an attempt to overreach “judicial proceedings”. 

• Allegations of misconduct against serving judges of the superior judiciary, that is, the various high 

courts and the Supreme Court, are dealt with through an ‘in-house procedure’. 

• When a complaint is received against a High Court judge, the Chief Justice concerned has to examine 

it. If it is frivolous or concerns a judicial matter, she may just file the complaint and inform the Chief 

Justice of India.  

• If she considers it serious, she should get a response from the judge concerned. If she is satisfied with 

the response and feels no further action is required, she may close the matter and keep the CJI 

informed.  

• However, if the CJ feels a deeper probe is needed, she should send the complaint as well as the judge’s 

response to the CJI, with her own comments, for further action. 

• The procedure is the same if the CJI receives the complaint directly. The comments of the high court 

Chief Justice, the judge concerned and the complaint would be considered by the CJI.  

• If a deeper probe is required, a three-member committee, comprising two Chief Justices from other 

High Courts and one High Court judge, has to be formed.  

• The committee will hold a fact-finding inquiry at which the judge concerned would be entitled to 

appear. It is not a formal judicial proceeding and does not involve lawyers or examination or cross-

examination of witnesses. 

• If the charge is against a high court Chief Justice, the same procedure of getting the person’s response 

is followed by the CJI. If a deeper probe is deemed necessary, a three-member committee comprising 

a Supreme Court judge and two Chief Justices of other High Courts will be formed. 

• If the charge is against a Supreme Court judge, the committee would comprise three Supreme Court 

judges. There is no separate provision in the in-house procedure to deal with complaints against the 

CJI. 

What are the possible outcomes from the inquiry committee? 

• If it finds that there is substance in the allegations, the committee can either hold that the misconduct 

is serious enough to warrant removal from office, or that it is not so serious as to warrant removal.  

• In the former case, it will call for initiation of proceedings to remove the judge. The judge concerned 

would be advised to resign or take voluntary retirement. If the judge is unwilling to quit, the Chief 
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Justice of the High Court concerned would be advised to withdraw judicial work from him, and the 

President of India and the Prime Minister would be informed of the situation.  

• Such an action may clear the way for Parliament to begin the political process for impeachment. In 

case, the committee finds substance in the allegation, but it is not grave enough to warrant removal 

from office, the judge concerned would be advised accordingly, and the committee’s report will be 

placed on record. 

3.6.Data Protection Bill and Amazon 
• Amazon, Twitter, Facebook, Google and Paytm are among the companies from whom the Joint 

Committee of Parliament (JCP) that is examining the draft Data Protection Bill has sought views on 

data security and protection amid concerns that the privacy of users is being “compromised” for 

commercial interest. 

• Amazon declined to depose before the panel stating that its “subject experts” cannot take the risk of 

travelling from the U.S. during the coronavirus pandemic.  

• Facebook India executives were asked whether they obtain the consent of its users before their data 

is shared with third parties. 

• They told the panel that Facebook does sell data but arrived at inferences based on user behaviour. 

• Amazon’s “refusal” amounts to a breach of parliamentary privilege according to JCP. 

www.sleepyclasses.com 

Call 6280133177
Available on App Store 

 and Play Store  15

http://T.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com


T.me/SleepyClasses

4. Economy  
Click here to watch the following questions on YouTube 

4.1.Govt. to widen manufacturing PLI plan  
• PLI: As a part of the National Policy on Electronics, the IT 

ministry had on April 1 notified a scheme which would give 

incentives of 4-6 per cent to electronics companies which 

manufacture mobile phones and other electronic components 

such as transistors, diodes, thyristors, resistors, capacitors 

a n d n a n o - e l e c t r o n i c c o m p o n e n t s s u c h a s m i c r o 

electromechanical systems. 

• The PLI scheme is to be active for five years with financial 

year (FY) 2019-20 considered as the base year for calculation 

of incentives.  

• This means that all investments and incremental sales 

registered after FY20 shall be taken into account while computing the incentive to be given to each 

company. 

• PLI is an outcome- and output-oriented scheme. That is, incentives will be paid only if the 

manufacturers make the goods. 

• PLI scheme for manufacturing investments will soon be extended to eight more sectors. 

• This scheme will give cash incentives for five to seven years and all the sunrise and important sectors 

are proposed to be covered in this. 

• The sectors may be automobile, networking products, food processing, advanced chemistry and solar 

PV manufacturing. 

Sunrise Sectors 

• A sunrise industry is one that is new or relatively new, is growing fast and is expected to become 

important in the future.  

• Examples of sunrise industries include hydrogen fuel production, petrochemical industry, food 

processing industry, space tourism, and online encyclopedias. 

4.2.Centre invokes new Essential Commodities Act to set stock 

limits on onion  
• The Centre imposed limits on the extent of onion stocks that traders and wholesalers can hold 

invoking a provision of the newly amended Essential Commodities Act of 1955. 

• The stock holding limits will be in force till December 2020. 

• The Essential Commodities Act, 1955, amended a few weeks back, says the Centre will not impose 

stock holding limits unless there are extraordinary circumstances such as drought, floods, natural 

calamity or exceptional spike in prices. 
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• Exceptional increase in prices in the case of perishables such as onions is defined in the Act as 100 per 

cent spurt in retail prices over that prevailing in the immediate 12 months or the average retail price 

of last five years, whichever is lower. 

• According to the amended EC Act, “any action on imposing stock limit shall be based on price rise and 

an order for regulating stock limit of any agricultural produce may be issued under this Act only if 

there is 100% increase in retail price of horticultural produce and 50% in non-perishable agricultural 

foodstuffs”. The defined price rises will be computed “over the price prevailing immediately preceding 

12 months, or average retail price of last 5 years, whichever is lower. Nafed has aggressively started 

liquidating its onion inventories to cool down prices. 

NAFED 

• National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Federation of India Ltd (NAFED) is organization of 

marketing cooperatives for agricultural produce  

• It was founded on 2 October 1958 to promote the trade of agricultural produce and forest resources. 

• It is registered under Multi State Co-operative Societies Act. 

• NAFED is the nodal agency to implement price stabilization measures under Operation Greens 

• NAFED along with FCI with state governments also physically procures oilseeds, pulses and copra 

under the Price Support Scheme (PSS) which in turn is under the umbrella scheme of PM-AASHA 

• In 2008, it established, National Spot Exchange a Commodities exchange as a joint venture of 

Financial Technologies (India) Ltd. (FTIL).  

4.3.RBI to buy ₹20,000 cr. of G-Secs  
• The multi-security auction will use the multiple price method. 

✓ In a multiple price-auction, each successful bidder pays the price stated in his bid.  

✓ In case of 'uniform price' auctions, all successful bidders pay the same price that is cut-off price at 

which the market clears the issue. 
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Open Market Operations (OMO) 

• OMOs are the market operations conducted by the Reserve Bank of India by way of sale/ purchase of 

Government securities to/ from the market with an objective to adjust the rupee liquidity conditions 

in the market on a durable basis. 

• When the RBI feels there is excess liquidity in the market, it resorts to sale of securities thereby 

sucking out the rupee liquidity.  

• Similarly, when the liquidity conditions are tight, the RBI will buy securities from the market, thereby 

releasing liquidity into the market. 

Government Security (G-Sec)  

• It is a debt obligation of the Indian government to fund their fiscal deficit.  

• These instruments are tradable and are issued either by the central or the state government. 

• These securities are offered for short term as well as long term.  

• Short-term instruments with a maturity of less than one year are typically called treasury bills (T-Bills)  

• Whereas long-term instruments are called government bonds or dated securities with a maturity of 

one year or more. 

• However, in India, the central government issues T-Bills as well as bonds or dated securities. 

• The state government issues only the bonds or dated securities called State Development Loans 

(SDL).  

• The central government also issues not fully tradable savings instruments like savings bonds, national 

saving certificate etc or special securities like oil bonds, fertilizer bonds, power bonds etc.  

Types of G-Sec 

• Treasury Bills (T-bills): 

✓ T-bills are money market short term debt instruments which are issued by the central 

government in three tenures mainly 91-day, 182-day and 364-day.  

✓ These instruments are zero coupon bonds which pay no interest but are actually issued at a 

discount and redeemed at the face value at maturity. 

• Cash Management Bills (CMBs): 

✓ CMBs are a new short-term instrument having common characteristic of T-Bills but with a 

maturity of less than 91-days.  

✓ These instruments are issued to meet the temporary disparity in the cash flow of the 

government. CMBs too are issued at a discount and redeemed at face value on maturity. 

• Dated Government Securities: 

✓ These instruments are long-term securities which carry a fixed or floating coupon (interest) rate 

paid on the face value, which is payable at fixed time periods generally half-yearly.  

✓ The maximum tenure of these securities is 30 years. 
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4.4.Union Minister Dr. Jitendra Singh addresses the firstever 

Ministerial Meetingof G-20 Anti-Corruption Working Group 
• It was a virtual meeting, hosted by Saudi Arabia. 

• In June 2010 at the Toronto Summit, the G20 Anti-Corruption Working Group’s (ACWG) was set up.  

• Its primary goal is to prepare "comprehensive recommendations for consideration by leaders on how 

the G20 could continue to make practical and valuable contributions to international efforts to 

combat corruption" 2020 is the 10th anniversary of AWCG. 

• The ACWG actively works with the World Bank Group, the OECD, the UNODC (United Nations 

Office on Drugs and Crime), the IMF, the FATF, as well as with the Business 20 (B20) and the Civil 

Society 20 (C20). 

• The World Bank and the UNODC are also involved in the ACWG through the active participation and 

contribution of Stolen Asset Recovery Initiative (StAR) to its work. 

• StAR plays an advisory role on asset recovery, anti-money laundering/counter-terrorism financing 

(AML/CTF), transparency & beneficial ownership, and income & asset disclosures.  

• In addition, StAR leads the World Bank Group delegation to the ACWG and coordinates the World 

Bank Group contributions and engagement. 

G-20 

• The G20 (or Group of Twenty) is an international 

forum for the governments and central bank 

governors from 19 countries and the European 

Union (EU). 

• Founded in 1999 with the aim to discuss policy 

pertaining to the promotion of international 

financial stability. 

4.5.India gets chairmanship of International Labour Organisation’s 

governing body after a gap of 35 years 
• The International Labour Organization (ILO) is a United Nations agency whose mandate is to advance 

social and economic justice through setting international labour standards.  

• Founded in 1919 under the League of Nations, it is the first and oldest specialised agency of the UN.  

• The ILO has 187 member states: 186 out of 193 UN member states plus the Cook Islands. 

• It is headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland, with around 40 field offices around the world, and 

employs some 2,700 staff from over 150 nations, of whom 900 work in technical cooperation 

programmes and projects. 

• The ILO's international labour standards are broadly aimed at ensuring accessible, productive, and 

sustainable work worldwide in conditions of freedom, equity, security and dignity. 
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• The governing body is the executive body of the ILO. It meets thrice a year, in March, June and 

November.  

• Labour secretary Apurva Chandra has been elected as the chairperson of the governing body of the 

organisation for the period October 2020- June 2021. 

• Ten of the titular government seats are permanently held by States of chief industrial importance: 

Brazil, China, France, Germany, India, Italy, Japan, the Russian Federation, the United Kingdom and 

the US. 

4.6.AIM Launches India–Australia Circular Economy Hackathon (I-

ACE) 
• AIM (Atal Innovation Mission) in association with Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research 

Organisation (CSIRO) is organizing a two-day hackathon on circular economy, ‘India–Australia 

Circular Economy Hackathon (I-ACE) 

• I-ACE will focus on identification and development of innovative technology solutions by bright-

minded students, start-ups and MSMEs of both nations. 

• The four key themes for the hackathon are as follows:  

✓ Innovation in packaging reducing packaging waste  

✓ Innovation in food supply chains avoiding waste  

✓ Creating opportunities for plastic waste reduction  

✓ Recycling critical energy metals and e-waste 

Circular Economy 

• A circular economy is an economic system of closed loops in which raw materials, components and 

products lose their value as little as possible, renewable energy sources are used and systems 

thinking is at the core. 
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5. Environment 
Click here to watch the following questions on YouTube 

5.1.What is ‘yellow dust’? 
• North Korean authorities have urged citizens to remain indoors to avoid contact with a mysterious 

cloud of ‘yellow dust’ blowing in from China, which they have warned could bring Covid-19 with it.  

What is this mysterious yellow dust?  

• Yellow dust is actually sand from deserts in China and Mongolia that high speed surface winds carry 

into both North and South Korea during specific periods every year. 

• The sand particles tend to mix with other toxic substances such as industrial pollutants, as a result of 

which the ‘yellow dust’ is known to cause a number of respiratory ailments.  

• Usually, when the dust reaches unhealthy levels in the atmosphere, authorities urge people to remain 

indoors and limit physical activity, particularly heavy exercise and sport.  

• Sometimes, when the concentration of yellow dust in the atmosphere crosses around 800 

micrograms/cubic meter, schools are shut and outdoor events cancelled in the affected areas. 

• Korean authorities said since research from around the world has shown Covid-19 can be 

“transmitted through air”, the yellow dust cloud must be taken seriously. 

5.2.Himalayan brown bear 
• The Himalayan brown bear is one of the largest carnivores in the highlands of Himalayas.  

• It occupies the higher reaches of the Himalayas in remote, mountainous areas of Pakistan and India, in 

small and isolated populations, and is extremely rare in many of its ranges.  

• Himalayan brown bear (Ursus arctos isabellinus) has predicted a significant reduction because of 

climate change scenario, prompting scientists to suggest an adaptive spatial planning of protected 

area network in the western Himalayas for conserving the species.  
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• The study carried out in the western Himalayas by scientists of Zoological Survey of India, predicted a 

massive decline of about 73% of the bear’s habitat by the year 2050. 

• “These losses in habitat will also result in loss of habitat from 13 protected areas (PAs), and eight of 

them will become completely uninhabitable by the year 2050, followed by loss of connectivity in the 

majority of PAs.  

• In a situation when the protected areas in the Himalayan region lose their effectiveness and 

representativeness, there is a need to adopt “preemptive spatial planning of PAs in the Himalayan 

region for the long-term viability of the species”.  

• The suitable habitats were mapped outside the PAs and are closely placed to PAs; such areas may be 

prioritized to bring them into the PA network or enhanced protection.  

• Himalayan brown bear has been taken an example because it is a top carnivore of the high-altitude 

Himalayan region.  

• The elevation gradient in which the brown bear is distributed is most vulnerable to global warming as 

this elevation belt is getting warmer faster than other elevation zones of Himalayas. 

5.3.First National Protocol to Enumerate Snow Leopard 

Population in India Launched 
• International Snow Leopard Day is observed on October 23 every year since 2013.  

• Leaders in the governments of all 12 snow leopard range countries have adopted the Bishkek 

Declaration on the Conservation of the Snow Leopard on October 23, 2013 in Bishkek, Kyrgyz 

Republic.  

• Snow Leopard enumeration of the Nation, which is the first of its kind, has been developed by 

scientific experts in association with the Snow Leopard States/UTs namely, Ladakh, Jammu & 
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Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Sikkim and Arunanchal Pradesh. 

GSLEP Programme  

• GSLEP Programme is Global Snow Leopard and Ecosystem Protection Programme. It is an inter-

governmental alliance of all 12 snow leopard range countries. This includes China, Bhutan, Nepal, 

Mongolia, India, Pakistan, Russia, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Afghanistan.  

• The programme mainly focuses on the need of awareness and understanding the value of snow 

leopard in an ecosystem. It is organised by Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change. 

5.4.EU environment ministers strike deal on climate law, leave out 

2030 target 
• European Union environment ministers struck a deal to make the bloc’s 2050 net zero emissions 

target legally binding.  

• They left the decision on a 2030 emissions-cutting target for leaders to discuss in December. 

• The landmark climate change law will form the basis for Europe’s plan to slash greenhouse gas 

emissions, which will reshape all sectors, from transport to heavy industry, and require hundreds of 

billions of Euros in annual investments. 

• It will fix in law the EU target to reach net zero emissions by 2050 and define the rules for reviewing 

progress towards climate targets. 

What Does It Mean to Reach Net-Zero Emissions?  

• Net-zero emissions are achieved when any remaining human-caused GHG emissions are balanced out 

by removing GHGs from the atmosphere in a process known as carbon removal.  

• First and foremost, human-caused emissions — like those from fossil fuelled vehicles and factories — 

should be reduced as close to zero as possible.  

• Any remaining GHGs would be balanced with an equivalent amount of carbon removal, for example 

by restoring forests or through direct air capture and storage (DACS) technology. 

• The concept of net-zero emissions is akin to "climate neutrality."  
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• The Paris Agreement has a long-term goal of achieving "a balance between anthropogenic emissions 

by sources and removals by sinks of greenhouse gases in the second half of this century, on the basis 

of equity, and in the context of sustainable development and efforts to eradicate poverty." The 

concept of balancing emissions and removals is akin to reaching net-zero emissions.  

• Coupled with the ultimate goal to limit warming well below 2 degrees C, and aiming for 1.5 degrees C, 

the Paris Agreement commits governments to sharply reduce emissions and ramp up efforts to reach 

net-zero emissions in time to avoid the worst consequences of climate change.  

• The Paris Agreement framework also invites countries to submit long-term, low-emissions 

development strategies by 2020. These strategies can be a vehicle for setting net-zero targets and 

chart how countries aim to make such transitions. 

5.5.Stubble burning explained 
• Stubble burning is, quite simply, the act of removing paddy crop residue from the field to sow wheat.  

• It’s usually required in areas that use the ‘combine harvesting’ method which leaves crop residue 

behind.  

• Combines are machines that harvest, thresh i.e. separate the grain, and also clean the separated grain, 

all at once. 

• The problem, however, is that the machine doesn’t cut close enough to the ground, leaving stubble 

behind that the farmer has no use for.  

• There is pressure on the farmer to sow the next crop in time for it to achieve a full yield. The quickest 

and cheapest solution, therefore, is to clear the field by burning the stubble.  

• Burning is not the Only Solution, but it is the easiest and cheapest method available to farmers as of 

now. 

But why is this only a problem in the Northern States?  

• India relies on its northern states of Punjab, Haryana, western Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand for 

wheat. 

• States in the south use combine harvesting too. But the difference is that they don’t have the urgency 

to remove the stubble to make it ready for the next crop. 

• To sow wheat right after paddy, the field has to be harvested and readied for the next crop.  

• In the Punjab-Haryana-UP belt, the crucial time for the wheat crop to mature is in mid-April, when the 

temperature is about to cross 35 degree Celsius.  

• For the wheat crop to reach full maturity and give maximum yield by then, the farmer has no option 

but to sow the crop latest by 15 November, so that it grows for full 140-150 day duration.  

• Add to this complication the Punjab Preservation of Subsoil Water Act 2009 – Punjab’s water-saving 

law – which bans sowing of paddy before 15 May and transplanting it before 15 June.  

• This leaves the farmer with very little time to sow and reap paddy, and then ready the field for wheat 

in just about 20 days.  
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• On December 10, 2015, the National Green Tribunal (NGT) had banned crop residue burning in the 

states of Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Haryana and Punjab. 

• Burning crop residue is a crime under Section 188 of the IPC and under the Air and Pollution Control 

Act of 1981. However, government’s implementation lacks strength.  

• In addition to wheat and paddy, sugarcane leaves are most commonly burnt. According to an official 

report, more than 500 million tonnes of parali (crop residues) is produced annually in the country, 

cereal crops (rice, wheat, maize and millets) account for 70 per cent of the total crop residue.  

• Instead of burning of the stubble, it can be used in different ways like cattle feed, compost manure, 

roofing in rural areas, biomass energy, mushroom cultivation, packing materials, fuel, paper, bio-

ethanol and industrial production, etc. 

• The Supreme Court appointed retired apex court judge Justice Madan B. Lokur as a one-man 

committee to take steps for preventing stubble burning in Punjab, Haryana and Uttar Pradesh which 

is a source of pollution in Delhi-national capital region (NCR).  

• The court directed the court-appointed Environment Pollution Control Authority (EPCA) and chief 

secretaries of Haryana, Punjab and Uttar Pradesh to assist the Lokur panel to enable physical 

surveillance of fields where stubble is burnt. 

5.6.Kabartal and Asan Conservation Reserve designated as 

Ramsar Sites 
• Ramsar Convention on Wetlands is an intergovernmental treaty adopted on February 2, 1971 in the 

Iranian city of Ramsar, on the southern shore of the Caspian Sea.  

• It was established in 1971 by UNESCO, which came into force in 1975.  

• The name of the Convention is usually written “Convention on Wetlands’’.  

• The Convention on Wetlands came into force for India on February 1, 1982.  

• Those wetlands which are of international importance are declared as Ramsar sites.  

• Wetlands can be designated to the Ramsar List under any (one or more) of the nine criteria that 

ranges from uniqueness of the site to those based on species and ecological communities supported. 

Asan  

• The criteria cleared by Asan Conservation Reserve to get Ramsar site tag include that it supports 

vulnerable, endangered, or critically endangered species, it supports populations of plant and/or 

animal species important for maintaining the biological diversity, it supports plant and/or animal 

species at a critical stage in their life cycles and it is an important source of food for fishes, spawning 

ground, nursery and/or migration path on which fish stocks, either within the wetland or elsewhere, 

depend.  

• Asan Conservation Reserve has become Uttarakhand’s first Ramsar site.  

• Asan Conservation reserve is a 444-hectare stretch of the Asan River running down to its confluence 

with the Yamuna River in Dehradun district of Uttarakhand.  
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• The site is a biodiversity hub that supports 330 species of birds including the critically endangered 

redheaded vulture (Sarcogyps calvus), white-rumped vulture (Gyps bengalensis) and Baer’s pochard 

(Aythya baeri). 

• It also supports large congregations of migratory birds like red crested pochard and ruddy shelduck 

and is a known feeding, spawning and migrating site for over 40 fish species. 

Kabartal  

• Kabartal, also known as Kanwar jheel covers 2,620 hectares of the Indo-Gangetic plains, in Begusarai 

district of the state of Bihar.  

• The site acts as a vital flood buffer for the region besides providing livelihood opportunities to the 

local communities.  

• As a habitat to biodiversity, the wetland supports about 165 plant, 394 animals and around 50 fish 

species. • Kabartal is also an important stopover along the Central Asian Flyway, with 58 migratory 

waterbirds using it as a wintering site.  

• Besides, critically endangered vultures including red-headed vulture and white-rumped vulture also 

use the site as a habitat.  

• Wetlands International South Asia has been working closely with the Ministry of Environment, Forest 

and Climate Change on the entire designation process.  

• The engagement in Kanwar Jheel began in 2015, wherein under the World Bank assisted Capacity 

Building Programme, Wetlands International South Asia was entrusted with formulation of an 

integrated management plan.  

• With these two sites, the network of Indian Ramsar Sites becomes the largest in South Asia.
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