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1. Geography 

Click here to watch the following questions on YouTube


1.1.Tibetans and their parliament-in-exile


Context


• Over 1.3 lakh Tibetans living in exile and settled across India and other parts of the globe shall be 

electing their next Parliament-in-Exile, called Central Tibetan Administration, and its head in May 

2021.


• According to the Green Book of the Tibetan government-in-exile, over 1 lakh Tibetans are settled 

across India, while the remaining are settled in United States, Australia, Brazil, Canada, Costa Rica, 

France, Mexico, Mongolia, Germany, United Kingdom, Switzerland and various other countries.


• The Tibetan Parliament-in-Exile (TPiE) has its headquarters in Dharamsala, in the Kangra district of 

Himachal Pradesh.


Tibetan Parliament-in-Exile (TPiE)


• The Speaker and a Deputy Speaker head the Tibetan Parliament-in-exile. 


• The 16th TPiE had 45 members – 10 representatives from each of the traditional provinces of Tibetan 

– U-Tsang, Dhotoe and Dhomey; two from each of the four schools of Tibetan Buddhism and the pre-

Buddhist Bon religion; two representing each of the Tibetan Communities in North America and 

Europe; and one from Australasia and Asia (excluding India, Nepal and Bhutan). 


• Till 2006, it used to be called as Assembly of Tibetan People’s Deputies (ATPDs) with the chairman as 

its head and a vice-chairman after which it was changed to Tibetan Parliament-in-Exile headed by a 

Speaker and Deputy Speaker.
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Tibetan Constitution


• The Central Tibetan Administration exists and functions on the basis of the Constitution of the 

Tibetan government called the ‘The Charter of the Tibetans in Exile’. 


• In 1991, The Constitution Redrafting Committee instituted by the Dalai Lama prepared the Charter 

for Tibetans in exile.


• The Dalai Lama approved it on June 28, 1991.


• Till 2001, the Dalai Lama used to suggest three names for each post of Kalon (minister in the Cabinet) 

and the Assembly selected one each.


• Kalon Tripa (the Central Tibetan Administration’s head) used to be elected from among the selected 

Kalons.


• In 2001, fundamental changes happened with the amendment of the Charter that facilitated direct 

election of the Kalon Tripa by the Tibetans in exile. 


• The directly elected Kalon Tripa then nominated the Kalons with subsequent approval of the Tibetan 

Parliament-in-exile.


• On March 14, 2011, the Dalai Lama devolved his political leadership and the Charter was again 

amended. 


• The political leadership was transferred to Kalon Tripa who was called Sikyong or president of the 

Central Tibetan Administration.


The Kashag (Cabinet)


• The Kashag (Cabinet) is Central Tibetan Administration’s highest executive office and comprise seven 

members.


• It is headed by the Sikyong (political leader) who is directly elected by the exiled Tibetan population. 


• Sikyong, subsequently nominates his seven Kalons (ministers) and seeks the parliament’s approval.


• The Kashag’s term is for five years.


The process of democratization


• The Dalai Lama began democratisation soon after he came to India during the 1959 Tibetan National 

Uprising


• He reportedly asked Tibetans in exile to choose their representatives through universal adult 

suffrage, following which polls were held for electing Tibetan Parliamentarians in 1960. 


• Democracy for the Tibetans, thus, began in exile.


• In 1990, the Kashag, which until then had been appointed by the Dalai Lama, was dissolved and a new 

cabinet elected by freshly-elected assembly members. 


• In 2001, the Tibetan electorate for the first time directly elected the chairperson of the cabinet called 

Kalon Tripa, equivalent to the prime minister.


• The Kalon Tripa could now directly appoint his or her own cabinet.


• The Dalai Lama, however, continued to remain the supreme political leader.
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• On March 14, 2011, he relinquished his political responsibilities, ending a 369-year-old practice. 


1.2.Meghalaya groups renew demand for ILP curbs


Context


• Seven Meghalaya-based organisations have renewed their movement for the implementation of the 

British era inner-line permit (ILP) and the scrapping of the Citizenship (Amendment) Act.


• Last month, the Meghalaya Cabinet passed amendments to the Meghalaya Residents Safety and 

Security Act, 2016, and the impression widely created is that the amendments will lead to rules 

similar to those in an ILP regime.


• The ILP is in force in four north-eastern States — Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Mizoram and 

Nagaland.


What is Inner Line Permit system?


• Inner Line Permit is a document that allows an Indian citizen to visit or stay in a state that is protected 

under the ILP system. 


• No Indian citizen can visit any of these states unless he or she belongs to that state, nor can he or she 

overstay beyond the period specified in the ILP.


• The concept comes from the colonial area. 


• Under the Bengal Eastern Frontier Regulation Act, 1873, the British framed regulations restricting 

the entry and regulating the stay of outsiders in designated areas.


• This was to protect the Crown’s own commercial interests by preventing “British subjects” (Indians) 

from trading within these regions. 


• In 1950, the Indian government replaced “British subjects” with “Citizen of India”. 
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• This was to address local concerns about protecting the interests of the indigenous people from 

outsiders belonging to other Indian states.


• An ILP is issued by the state government concerned. It can be obtained after applying either online or 

physically. 


• It states the dates of travel and also specifies the particular areas in the state which the ILP holder can 

travel to. 


The CAB connection


• The Citizenship (Amendment) Bill aims to make it easier for non-Muslim refugees from Bangladesh, 

Pakistan, and Afghanistan to obtain Indian citizenship. 


• If it is implemented with provisions for excluding from its ambit the states under the ILP regime, it 

means that beneficiaries under CAB will become Indian citizens but will not be able to settle in these 

three states.


• Arunachal Pradesh and Nagaland are not among those drastically affected by migration from 

Bangladesh.


• Mizoram shares a border with Bangladesh. 


• The three states that have seen the highest migration, however, are Assam, Tripura and Meghalaya.


1.3.West Bank

• Context:  Mike Pompeo on Thursday paid the first visit by a 

U.S. Secretary of State to an Israeli settlement in the 

occupied West Bank, in a parting show of solidarity with 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu by the outgoing Trump 

administration.


Where is the West Bank?


• The West Bank is located on the west bank of the Jordan 

River and is bounded by Israel on the north, west and south.


• On the east of this river lies Jordan. 


• Since the Six-Day War in 1967, also known as the Third Arab-Israeli War, the West Bank has been 

occupied by Israel. 


• Both Israelis and Palestinians assert their rights to the territory of the West Bank and its disputed 

status and the conflict has not been resolved as yet.


• The Palestinians who live in the West Bank live under Israeli military rule, as well as limited self-rule.


• Also present in the West Bank are some 132 Israeli settlements and 124 unauthorised settlements, 

along with military outposts. 


• While the Israeli government and the US under the Trump presidency have insisted that these 

settlements are legal, the larger international community does not believe so and considers these 

settlements to be illegal under the provisions of international law.
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• Israeli settlements and a significant chunk of land in the Jordan Valley, an area near the Jordanian 

border; approximately 30% of total land in the West Bank. 


• The Palestinians believe that the annexation would prevent their access to essential water resources 

and key agricultural land, particularly in the Jordan Valley.


• Although Netanyahu has said that Israeli sovereignty would not be enforced over Palestinians, it 

would mean that thousands of Palestinians would automatically fall under the annexed territory.


• The exact boundaries of this annexed territory is being discussed and charted by Israel and the US.


• Israel is claiming that these settlements that it has established across the West Bank would continue 

to be Israeli territory under any peace deal with the Palestinians, regardless of their annexed status.


• Palestinians have sought the entire territory of the West Bank and the Gaza strip for an independent 

Palestinian state in the future, to which they claim historical right.


• Israel, on the other hand, claims that it has historical and religious rights over the West Bank because 

it believes that the territory is the ancestral land of the Jewish people.


• Israel has also cited national security as a reason behind this move, claiming that it particularly needs 

military presence in the strategic Jordan Valley area for its own self-defence and national interests.


• Among other reasons, Palestinians have objected to these annexation plans because it would leave 

them with significantly less land for an independent nation of their own in the future.


1.4.BRICS counter-terror strategy

• BRICS has unveiled a counter-terrorism strategy to strengthen bilateral and multilateral cooperation 

among the member countries for effectively combating the threat.


• The new strategy was adopted at the bloc’s annual summit which was held in the virtual format.


• The aim of the strategy is to improve the practical cooperation among security and law-enforcement 

authorities of the member nations to prevent and combat terrorism, including by sharing timely and 

accurate information.


• The focus would be to “suppress” the facilitation of terrorist groups, entities and associated persons 

by not making available financial and material resources to them.


• The BRICS also resolved to counter “extremist narratives” conducive to terrorism and vowed to take 

steps to ensure that the Internet and social media platforms are not used for recruitment and 

radicalisation by terror groups.


• The BRICS high representatives for security shall be entrusted with leading the review of the 

implementation of this strategy, and the BRICS counter-terrorism working group (CTWG) shall be 

entrusted with its implementation.


• These efforts will help prevent “further geographical expansion of terrorism” and address the threats 

posed by terrorists returning from conflict zones to countries of departure or travelling to third 

countries.
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1.5.Seismic survey in Mahanadi onland basin

• (OIL) launched the seismic survey programme at Kakatpur in Puri District, Odisha in the Mahanadi 

Basin (Onland).


• This is part of the National Seismic Programme (NSP) for appraising unappraised areas of Indian 

sedimentary basins. 


• Seismic data acquired under NSP in the state of Odisha led to offer of five blocks by Directorate 

General of Hydrocarbons. 


• OIL had won all the five blocks for hydrocarbon exploration under Open Acreage Licensing Policy-II 

and III rounds.


• In the petroleum industry, geophysical data play an important role in oil and gas exploration and 

production


• Geophysical techniques used for petroleum exploration utilize equipment to measure such things as: 

electrical currents, gravitational and magnetic anomalies, heat flow, geochemical relationships, and 

density variations from deep within the earth.


Seismic Surveys


• Sound waves are bounced off underground rock formations and the waves that reflect back to the 

surface are captured by recording sensors for later analysis.


• Analysing the time the waves take to return provides valuable information about rock types and 

possible gases or fluids in rock formations. 


• This is similar to the use of ultrasound in medicine.


• Onshore operations usually use specialised trucks that carry a heavy plate that is vibrated to generate 

a seismic signal.


• In offshore operations, a specialised vessel tows a “seismic streamer”, or a collection of cables with 

seismic sources and hydrophones attached. 


• The seismic sources use compressed air to produce acoustic energy. The hydrophones capture the 

returning sound waves for later analysis.


The Four Stages of Seismic Exploration


• Seismic Acquisition:


✓ To produce a seismic image of the subsurface, a seismic source must be generated and the 

resulting reflection data recorded by a field crew. In this way, land and marine seismic data is 

created and recorded all over the world.


• Seismic Processing:


✓ Next the data must be processed, where the raw data is put through many complex procedures 

using powerful computers and finally a seismic section is produced.


• Seismic Interpretation:
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✓ Making sense of the seismic image, identifying and mapping geological structures that can act as 

oil traps is the final stage of the seismic process.


• Exploration Drilling:


✓ If the results of the interpretation seem favourable, then an exploration borehole will be drilled. A 

well in a previously unexplored area is called a wildcat.
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2. History

Click here to watch the following questions on YouTube


2.1.Birsa Munda

• Context: National Tribal Festival 'Aadi 

Mahotsav’ (16th – 30th November) was 

inaugurated, commemorating the birth 

anniversary of Birsa Munda.


• 'Aadi Mahotsav’ is a platform for tribals to 

showcase their handicrafts, culture, 

traditions and food in front of the world.


• He was a young freedom fighter and a 

tribal leader, who protested British rule in 

India. 


• Born and raised in the tribal belt around Bihar and Jharkhand, Birsa Munda’s achievements came at 

the young age of 25. 


• In recognition of his impact on the national’s movement, the state of Jharkhand was created on his 

birth anniversary in 2000. 


• Born on November 15, 1875, Birsa spent much of his childhood moving from one village to another 

with his parents. 


• He belonged to the Munda tribe in the Chhotanagpur Plateau area. 


• He received his early education at Salga under the guidance of his teacher Jaipal Nag. 


• On the recommendation of Jaipal Nag, Birsa converted to Christianity in order to join the German 

Mission school. 


• He, however, opted out of the school after a few years. 


• The impact of Christianity was felt in the way he came to relate to religion later. 


• Having gained awareness of the British colonial ruler and the efforts of the missionaries to convert 

tribals to Christianity, Birsa started the faith of ‘Birsait’. 


• Soon members of the Munda and Oraon community started joining the Birsait sect and it turned into 

a challenge to British conversion activities. 


• During the period, 1886 to 1890, Birsa Munda spent a large amount of time in Chaibasa which was 

close to the centre of the Sardars agitation. 


• The activities of the Sardars had a strong impact on the mind of the young Birsa, who soon became a 

part of the anti-missionary and anti-government program. 


• By the time he left Chaibasa in 1890, Birsa was strongly entrenched in the movement against the 

British oppression of the tribal communities. 
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• On March 3, 1900, Birsa Munda was arrested by the British police while he was sleeping with his 

tribal guerilla army at Jamkopai forest in Chakradharpur. 


• He died in Ranchi jail on June 9, 1900 at a young age of 25. 


• Though he lived a short span of life and the fact that the movement died out soon after his death, 

Birsa Munda is known to have mobilised the tribal community against the British and had also forced 

the colonial officials to introduce laws protecting the land rights of the tribals. 


2.2.BRU Community

• Context: Protests against Bru resettlement in Tripura


Who are the Brus? 


• Reang (Bru) are one of the 21 scheduled tribes of the Indian state of Tripura. The Bru can be found all 

over the Tripura state in India. However, they may also be found in Mizoram and Assam.


• In Tripura, they are recognised as a Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group (PVTG). 


• In Mizoram, they have been targeted by groups that do not consider them indigenous to the state. In 

1997, following ethnic clashes, nearly 37,000 Brus fled Mamit, Kolasib and Lunglei districts of 

Mizoram and were accommodated in relief camps in Tripura.


• Since then, 5,000 have returned to Mizoram in eight phases of repatriation, while 32,000 still live in 

six relief camps in North Tripura. 


• In June 2018, community leaders from the Bru camps signed an agreement with the Centre and the 

two state governments, providing for repatriation in Mizoram. But most camp residents rejected the 

terms of the agreement.


• The camp residents say that the agreement doesn't guarantee their safety in Mizoram.


• Dance is an integral part of their life. The most attractive form of dance is Hozagiri with melodious 

tune of flute. 


• Ethnically Reangs are divided into two major clans namely Meska and Molsoi. 


• They speak "Kaubru" language which has a tonal effect of Kuki language and broadly it is Kok-Borok 

dialect. 


• For their livelihood they pursue Hilltop Jhum Cultivation, several activities of food gathering 

including collection of jungle fruits, leaf, plants, fishing in stagnant water in hill slopes, hunting of wild 

animals and birds, etc. 


• They are nomadic tribes. 


• It is said that they are polytheists and believe in multiple Gods and Goddesses. 


• They pray different deities like Mwtaikotorma, Tuibuma, Mailoma, Ganga etc. 


• They also believe in spirits and existence of soul. 


• Like other Tripuri tribes of Tripura, the marriage system is similar. 


• There is no dowry system. 
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• They are endogamous and don’t marry outside their community. 


• The village council chief is “RAI” who permits Divorce and Widow Marriage. 


• They cremate their dead bedside of the river or chara after observing series of rites and rituals and 

funeral procession. 


Bru-Reang Agreement 


• The Bru-Reang agreement is signed between the Government of India, Presided by the Home 

Minister, Governments of Tripura and Mizoram and Bru-Reang representative. 


• In the agreement, it is mentioned that: 


✓ After the agreement about 34,000 Bru refugees will be settled in Tripura. 


✓ Centre will provide help to these tribes for their all-round development and for this around Rs 

600 crores were sanctioned. 


✓ These tribes would get all the rights that normal residents of the State get and would be able to 

enjoy the benefits of social welfare schemes for Centre and State governments. 


✓ According to the Home Minister, each displaced family would be given 40X30 sq. ft. residential 

plots. 


✓ For 2 years, they will be given the aid of Rs 5000 per month. 


✓ Free ration for 2 years.


✓ About Rs 1.5 lakh aid to build their house. 


✓ Under this agreement, the Tripura Government would provide the land.


What is the Bru-Refugee crisis? 


• During 1997-98, about 5000 Bru-Reang families i.e. around 30,000 Bru-Reang tribals were displaced 

from Mizoram to Tripura because of ethnic violence in Mizoram. 


• In the North Tripura, these people were living in temporary camps. 


• To permanently rehabilitate these refugees, the Government of India, since 2010 has been making 

sustained efforts. 


• Till 2014, around 1622 Bru-Reang families returned to Mizoram in different batches. 


• Further, an agreement was also signed on 3 July, 2018 between the Union Government, the two-State 

Governments and representatives of Bru-Reang refugees decided to increase the aid that were given 

to the families. 


• Around 328 families comprising 1369 individuals returned to Mizoram. 


2.3.Ancient Hindu temple discovered in northwest Pakistan

• A Hindu temple, believed to have been constructed 1,300 years ago, has been discovered by Pakistani 

and Italian archaeological experts at a mountain in northwest Pakistan’s Swat district. 


• The discovery was made during an excavation at Barikot Ghundai. 
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• The temple discovered is of Lord Vishnu. 


• It was built by the Hindus 1,300 years ago during the Hindu Shahi period. 


• The Hindu Shahis or Kabul Shahis (850-1026 CE) was a Hindu dynasty that ruled the Kabul Valley 

(eastern Afghanistan), Gandhara (modern-day Pakistan), and present-day north-western India. 


• During their excavation, the archaeologists also found traces of cantonment and watchtowers near 

the temple site. 


• The experts also found a water tank near the temple site which they believe was used by the Hindus 

for bathing before worship. 


• The traces of the Hindu Shahi period have been found for the first time in the area. 


• Swat district is among the top 20 sites in Pakistan which is home to every kind of tourism such as 

natural beauty, religious tourism, cultural tourism and archaeological sites. 


• Several places of worship of Buddhism are also situated in Swat district. 


2.4.Rani Lakshmibai birth anniversary

• The Queen of Jhansi, Rani Lakshmibai, was famously known as Rani of Jhansi. 


• She was born into a Maratha Brahman family and was named Manikarnika. 


• She was nicknamed Manu from Manikarnika. 


• November 19, the birth anniversary of Rani Lakshmibai, is celebrated as Martyr's Day in Jhansi to 

honour the lives lost in the Rebellion of 1857. 


• The exact date of birth of Lakshmibai is still a topic of debate. It is believed that Rani Lakshmibai, was 

born as Manikarnika Tambe on November 19, 1828.


• She was more independent than other girls of her age and was raised in a manner more usually 

associated with sons at that time. 


• Manikarnika lost her mother at the age of four and was raised in an unconventional way by her father 

who worked as an advisor in the court of Peshwa. Her father supported her in learning horsemanship, 

archery, self-defence, and shooting. 


Doctrine of Lapse 


• It was a formula devised by Lord Dalhousie, governor-general of India (1848–56), to deal with 

questions of succession to Hindu Indian states. 


• According to Hindu law, an individual or a ruler without natural heirs could adopt a person who would 

then have all the personal and political rights of a son. 


• Dalhousie asserted the paramount power’s right of approving such adoptions and of acting at 

discretion in their absence in the case of dependent states. 


• In practice this meant the rejection of last-minute adoptions and British annexation of states without 

a direct natural or adopted heir, because Dalhousie believed that Western rule was preferable to 

Eastern 
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• Annexation in the absence of a natural or adopted heir was enforced in the cases of Satara (1848), 

Jaitpur and Sambalpur (1849), Baghat (1850), Chota Udaipur (1852), Jhansi (1853), and Nagpur 

(1854). 


• Though the scope of the doctrine was limited to dependent Hindu states, these annexations aroused 

much alarm and resentment among the Indian princes and the old aristocracy who served them. 
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3. Polity

Click here to watch the following questions on YouTube


3.1.Kerala’s law to curb abusive content

• Context: On November 21, the governor of Kerala promulgated The Kerala Police (Amendment) 

Ordinance, 2020 as the legislative assembly is not in session. The cabinet had submitted its 

recommendation to the governor in late October. With this ordinance, a new Section 118A has been 

introduced in the Kerala Police Act, 2011.


• This is being widely viewed as a brazen assault on freedom of speech.


• The new Section 118A reads:


✓ Punishment for making, expressing, publishing or disseminating any matter which is threatening, 

abusive, humiliating or defamatory: “Whoever makes, expresses, publishes or disseminates 

through any kind of mode of communication, any matter or subject for threatening, abusing, 

humiliating or defaming a person or class of persons, knowing it to be false and that causes injury 

to the mind, reputation or property of such person or class of persons or any other person in 

whom they have interest shall on conviction, be punished with imprisonment for a term which 

may extend to three years or with fine which may extend to ten thousand rupees or with both.”


• Counters freedom of speech guaranteed under the constitution:


✓ In many ways, the new legal section in Kerala is acutely reminiscent of Section 66A of the 

Information Technology Act, 2000, which was struck down by the Supreme Court in the case of 

Shreya Singhal (2015) as ultra vires the Constitution.


✓ In the same judgment, the Supreme Court had struck down Section 118(d) of the Kerala Police 

Act also as unconstitutional.


• Section 118(d) read:


✓ “Any person who causes annoyance to any person in an indecent manner by statements or verbal 

or comments or telephone calls or calls of any type or by chasing or sending messages or mails by 

any means; shall, on conviction be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to 

three years or with fine not exceeding ten thousand rupees or with both.”
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• The Supreme Court held


✓“What has been said about Section 66A would apply directly to Section 118(d) of the Kerala Police 

Act, as causing annoyance in an indecent manner suffers from the same type of vagueness and over 

breadth, that led to the invalidity of Section 66A, and for the reasons given for striking down 

Section 66A, Section 118(d) also violates Article 19(1)(a) and not being a reasonable restriction on 

the said right and not being saved under any of the subject matters contained in Article 19(2) is 

hereby declared to be unconstitutional.”


✓It can be easily seen that the new Section 118A tries to introduce the unconstitutional Section 

118(d) of the Kerala Police Act or Section 66A of the Information Technology in a different 

dressing.


✓The outlawed sections spoke of vague notions like ‘annoyance’ and ‘inconvenience’, which are not 

defined in law anywhere. 


• The new Section 118(A) speaks of an equally vague concept, ‘humiliating’, which is also not defined in 

law anywhere.


Potential for abuse and rumblings of a police state


• The Ordinance has the potential for great abuse against lay people and the media alike.


• It gives enormous, unbridled powers to the police.


• Anybody could be accused of humiliating someone and prosecuted.


• Further, since the new law would enable the police to take action suo motu, it obviously increases the 

possibility of abuse.


• Moreover, since cyber space does not have jurisdictional limits, it means that an online spat with a 

Malayali living anywhere in the world could theoretically result in a case being registered in his 

hometown in Kerala, on the ground that he had been ‘humiliated in the eyes of his friends out there’.


• Even if it is argued that it is intended to protect women and children from bullying or abuse in the 

cyber space, there is no evidence that the objective could not be achieved by existing laws.


• They include Section 67 IT Act (punishment for publishing or transmitting obscene material in 

electronic form); Section 506 IPC (punishment for criminal intimidation); Section 509 IPC (word, 

gesture or act intended to insult the modesty of a woman); Section 500 IPC (punishment for 

defamation); or Section 119(b) Kerala Police Act (taking photographs or recording videos or 

propagating them at any place in a manner affecting the reasonable privacy of women).


• There is no study duly backed by data, which could support a presumption regarding inadequacy of 

existing laws.


3.2.Election Commission and party symbols

• Context : Kerala High Court dismissed the petitions challenging the Election Commission's order 

declaring the group led by Jose K Mani as the official Kerala Congress (M) and granting it the official 

election symbol of “two leaves”.


• The Court cannot, in the exercise of the jurisdiction under Article 226 of the Constitution of India, 

interfere with the finding of the Commission.
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• The Election Symbols (Reservation and Allotment) Order, 1968 empowers 

the EC to recognise political parties and allot symbols. 


What is the significance of symbols in elections?


• In a vast and diverse country like India, where several nondescript and small 

political parties try out their luck in state elections, symbols are crucial 

campaigning tools to connect with the voters. 


• Symbols have become a crucial part of the electoral process ever since India 

held its first national polls in 1951-52. 


• Since nearly 85 per cent of the electorate were illiterate at that point, visual symbols were allotted to 

parties and candidates to help them identify the party of their choice.


How many types of symbols are there?


• As per the Election Symbols (Reservation and Allotment) (Amendment) Order, 2017, party symbols 

are either “reserved” or “free”.


• While eight national parties and 64 state parties across the country have “reserved” symbols, the 

Election Commission also has a pool of nearly 200 “free” symbols that are allotted to the thousands of 

unrecognised regional parties that pop up before elections.


• According to EC, there are 2,538 unrecognised parties in India. 


• For example, if a party recognised in a particular state contests in elections in another state, it can 

“reserve” the symbol being used by it, provided the symbol is not being used or bears resemblance to 

that of any other party.


How are symbols allotted to political parties?


• The order, first promulgated in 1968, mandates the Election Commission to provide for “specification, 

reservation, choice and allotment of symbols at parliamentary and assembly elections, for the 

recognition of political parties”.


• As per the guidelines, to get a symbol allotted, a party/candidate has to provide a list of three symbols 

from the EC’s free symbols list at the time of filing nomination papers.


• Among them, one symbol is allotted to the party/candidate on a first-come-first-serve basis.


• When a recognised political party splits, the Election Commission takes the decision on assigning the 

symbol.


• For example, when the Samajwadi Party split, the EC allotted the ‘bicycle’ to the Akhilesh Yadav 

faction.


3.3.Matritva Poshan Yojana

• Rajasthan Govt: 6,000 rupees will be given to women becoming mothers for the second time under a 

new government scheme.


• The beneficiary women will get the amount directly in their bank accounts in five phases.


• On the birth anniversary of former Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, Indira Gandhi Matritva Poshan 

Yojana was launched.
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• The scheme will not only help fight 

malnutrition, but wil l also increase 

awareness among the people about the 

importance of a mother’s health and her 

nutrition level for proper development of 

children.


• More than 77,000 women will be benefitted 

from the scheme every year.


• There will be an annual expenditure of Rs 43 

crore for the scheme, according to the 

statement.


• The objective of the Indira Gandhi Matritva Poshan Yojana is to improve the nutrition level of 

pregnant women and children up to the age of three years.


• The scheme will be implemented in Udaipur, Pratapgarh, Banswara and Dungarpur, where nutrition 

indicators among children and anaemia levels among mothers are worse than the average for the 

State.


• The State scheme will complement the Central government’s Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana 

which offers ₹5,000 for the birth of the first child.


• Beneficiaries will receive cash in three or five instalments upon meeting certain conditions. 


• However, unlike the Central scheme they will not have to submit an Aadhaar card for the State 

scheme and the money will be transferred directly to their bank accounts. 


3.4.Winter Session of Parliament

• The Indian Parliament normally meets for three sessions in a year :


✓ Budget Session (February-May)


✓ Monsoon Session (July-August)


✓ Winter Session (November-December).


• The Constitution, however, does not specify the number of times the Parliament should meet each 

year. 


• Article 85 of the Constitution says: ‘The President shall from time to time summon each House of 

Parliament to meet at such time and place as he thinks fit, but six months shall not intervene between 

its last sitting in one session and the date appointed for its first sitting in the next session.’


• This means that even if the Parliament meets only twice a year, it would be constitutionally a valid 

practice.


• However, except for the exceptions mentioned above, three sessions of Parliament have been held 

regularly since its constitution in 1952, though there have been innovations and adaptations in 

holding the session as well. 


• For example, to ensure that the Demands for Grants of various Ministries could be discussed by the 

Departmentally-related Standing Committees constituted in 1993, Lok Sabha split its budget session 
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in 1994 into two periods – from 21 February 1994 to 19 March 1994 and 18 April 1994 to 13 May 

1994.


• The Committees utilised the intervening period of about a month for consideration of the Demands 

for Grants. In 2016, the monsoon session became the third session of the year, as the Budget Session 

was converted into two separate sessions to enable the issuance of an Ordinance.


• The 2020 winter session of parliament is unlikely to take place, several reports have suggested, 

coronavirus cases in the national capital continue to rise quickly. 


• The delayed monsoon session of parliament had to be adjourned early, in September, after a number 

of MPs contracted COVID-19. The Budget session had also been cut short because of the pandemic.


• If the winter session does not take place, the next session of parliament will likely begin in January – 

the Budget session.


• There were only three instances in the past when the winter session was scrapped entirely – 1975, 

1979 and 1984. 


• If the 2020 session is cancelled too, it will mean that all sessions of parliament in this year have been 

impacted by the pandemic. 


• It may turn out to be the year with the fewest days of parliament functioning.


• Parliament session dates and duration are usually announced by the cabinet committee on 

parliamentary affairs, which takes the decision in a meeting and then sends recommendations to the 

president.


• However, this time the committee has not met yet and no meeting is planned.


• According to the constitution, there should not be a gap of more than six months between two 

parliament sessions.


• Since the monsoon session was held in September, the government is not compelled to call another 

session till February.


3.5.Chandigarh: Punjab and Haryana

• Context: Haryana Deputy Chief Minister said it would be better if both Haryana and Punjab agreed 

on Chandigarh as a Union Territory and make their independent capitals and Benches of High Courts.


Why was Chandigarh created?


• Chandigarh was planned to replace Lahore, the capital of erstwhile Punjab, which became part of 

Pakistan during the Partition.


• In March 1948, the Government of (India’s) Punjab, in consultation with the Centre, approved the 

area of the foothills of the Shivaliks as the site for the new capital.


• From 1952 to 1966 (till Haryana was carved out of Punjab), Chandigarh remained the capital of 

Punjab.


How did it become a shared capital?


• At the time of re-organisation of Punjab in 1966, the city assumed the unique distinction of being the 

capital of both Punjab and Haryana.
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• As it was declared a union territory and 

was placed under the direct control of the 

Centre. 


• The properties in Chandigarh were to be 

divided in 60:40 ratio in favour of Punjab


Punjab’s claim


• The-then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi 

had announced that Haryana, in due 

course, would have its own capital and 

Chandigarh would go to Punjab. 


• As per documents submitted in the Lok 

Sabha, the Centre had even issued a 

formal communication is this regard on 

January 29, 1970, almost three years 

after Haryana came into being.


• In 1985, under the Rajiv-Longowal 

accord, Chandigarh was to be handed 

over to Punjab on January 26, 1986, but 

the Rajiv Gandhi government withdrew at 

the last minute.


Haryana’s counter-claim


• As per the 1970 documents, the Centre had considered various alternatives for settling the matter, 

including dividing the city. 


• But that wasn’t feasible since Chandigarh was built as a planned city to serve as the capital of one 

state.


• Haryana was told to use the office and residential accommodation in Chandigarh only for five years 

till it shifts to its own new capital.


• The Centre had offered Rs 10 crore grants to Haryana and an equal amount of loan for setting up the 

new capital.


• In 2018, Haryana CM Manohar Lal Khattar suggested to set up a special body for development of 

Chandigarh, but the Punjab CM rejected it, saying the city “indisputably belonged to Punjab”.


• In Oct 2019, Punjab and Haryana High Court asked Punjab and Haryana to come out with some 

document to show that Chandigarh was capital of the two states, the Punjab government has claimed 

that the city enjoyed the independent status of a union territory (UT).


• It said Chandigarh is capital of two states, but is neither part of Punjab nor Haryana.


• Chandigarh has an independent status of a UT. It is neither part of the state of Punjab nor Haryana 

but is a UT governed by the Administrator appointed by the President under Article 239 of the 

Constitution.
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4. Economy

Click here to watch the following questions on YouTube.


4.1.RBI to Set up 'Innovation Hub' For Finance Sector, Promote 

Efficient Banking

• The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) is in the process of setting up an innovation hub which will focus on 

future technology in the financial services space.


• RBI has also released a framework for setting up umbrella entities for operating pan-India retail 

payments systems.


• It will be permitted to operate clearing and settlement systems for banks and non-banks; identify and 

manage relevant risks such as settlement, credit, liquidity and operational; and preserve the integrity 

of the system.


• It would develop internal infrastructure to promote fintech research and facilitate engagement with 

innovators and start-ups.


Regulatory Sandbox


• Context


✓ Before India Fintech Day 2016 which took place in Mumbai, Indian startup accelerator 

NASSCOM partnered with KPMG to produce a report entitled ‘Fintech in India’ announced 

during the event and where the country’s central bank regulator revealed related fintech plans.


✓ NASSCOM has an initiative called ‘10000 Startups’ which aims to incubate, fund and provide 

ambient support to help 10,000 technology startups in India by 2023, according to a description 

of the program


✓ RBI here said it is in the process of setting up a multi-disciplinary committee with representatives 

from all financial regulators, stakeholders and banks to conduct an exploratory study of what 

kind of fintech is happening in the country, what can be allowed and create the right ecosystem 

for it.


✓ Creating the ‘right ecosystem’ for fintech could be a hint of a regulatory sandbox or new 

guidelines and reforms to help support firms while having the right rules in place for relevant laws 

to be followed.
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2020 Sandbox Progress


• RBI said two entities of the six selected for the first cohort under the regulatory sandbox structure 

with retail payments as its theme, have started testing of their products this week while the 

remaining four are expected to start their testing shortly.


• The central bank received applications from 32 entities for the first cohort. 


• The delay in testing by the six entities selected out of the 32 that put forth their applications was due 

to the covid-19 situation.


• The two entities that have started testing are Natural Support Consultancy Services, Jaipur, and 

Nucleus Software Exports, New Delhi.


• Natural Support Consultancy is testing its product “eRupaya”, which is a set of a Near-Field 

Communication (NFC) based prepaid card and NFC enabled Point of Sale (PoS) device, to facilitate 

offline Person-to-Merchant (P2M) transactions and offline digital payments in remote locations.


• Nucleus Software, on the other hand, is testing its product “PaySe”, which is an offline digital cash 

product that will help connect with rural areas for e-payments. 


• The product proposes to help in digitisation of payments in rural areas, starting with Self Help Groups 

(SHG), through an offline payment solution and a digitised SHG-centered ecosystem.


• The central bank had announced opening of the first cohort under regulatory sandbox last November. 


• The RBI had said, mobile payments including feature phone based payment services, offline payment 

solutions, and contactless payment would be considered under sandbox structure. 


• The idea is to spur innovation in digital payments space and help in offering payment services to the 

unserved and underserved segment of the population.


• Migration to digital modes of making a payment can obviate some of the costs associated with a cash 

economy and can give customers a friction-free experience.


4.2.PM-FME Scheme

• Context: Union Minister for Food Processing Industries inaugurated the capacity building component 

of the Pradhan Mantri Formalisation of Micro food processing Enterprises scheme (PM-FME 

Scheme):


✓ Under the PM-FME scheme, capacity building is an important component. 


✓ The scheme envisages imparting training to food processing entrepreneurs, various groups, viz., 

SHGs / FPOs / Co-operatives, workers, and other stakeholders associated with the 

implementation of the scheme”. 


✓ The training of Master Trainers aims to benefit nearly 8 Lakhs beneficiaries from micro-

enterprises including members of Farmer Producer Organizations, Self-Help Groups, 

Cooperatives, Tribal communities, and others. 


✓ Under the PM-FME scheme, states have identified the food products of districts, keeping in view 

the availability of existing clusters and raw materials. 
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4.3.The GIS One District One Product (ODOP) digital map of India 

was also launched

• To encourage indigenous and specialized products in the state, the UP government first launched the 

One District One Product (ODOP) programme which aims to create product-specific traditional 

industrial hubs across 75 districts of UP. 


• The aim was to provide an impetus to the traditional industries across respective districts in the state. 


• It is in line with Make in India and vocal for local.
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ODOP Objectives


• Preserve and develop local crafts and promote traditional art


• Increase incomes and local employment which will in turn result in decline in migration for 

employment


• Improve product quality and develop local skills


• Transform local products in an artistic way through packaging, branding


• Connect production with tourism through live demos and sales outlets for gifts and souvenirs
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• Resolve issues of economic difference and regional imbalance


• Take the idea of ODOP programme to national and international levels after successfully 

implementing it at the state level.


4.4.Lakshmi Vilas Bank under moratorium; RBI proposes merger 

with DBS 

• The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has placed 

Lakshmi Vilas Bank (LVB) under a one-month 

moratorium till December 16, 2020.


• During the moratorium period, withdrawals for 

depositors have been capped at Rs 25,000. 


• The central bank has further said that LVB is 

proposed to be acquired by Singapore-based DBS 

Bank India as per the drafted amalgamation 

scheme. 


• This is a draft merger proposal, and the final 

decision will be taken by the RBI after inputs and 

objections from members, depositors, and 

creditors of the banks.


• RBI has been telling foreign banks to incorporate their operations as wholly owned subsidiaries 

onshore for more than a decade, with the promise to treat them on a par with local banks. Except DBS 

and State Bank of Mauritius, nobody took that offer.


• Employees and depositors of LVB will be protected, but the draft scheme pointed out that "the entire 

amount of the paid-up share capital and reserves and surplus, including the balances in the share/

securities premium account of the transferor bank (LVB), shall stand written off.


• LVB has been in rough weather since a few years.


• The government said the decision to put the bank under moratorium followed a request from the RBI.


• T N Manoharan, former non-executive chairman of Canara Bank, has been appointed administrator of 

LVB by the RBI. 


• Bank unions said the RBI proposal was a "shock to the customers", and the bank should be merged 

with a public sector bank.


• The FinMin order also said that since the bank is now under moratorium, commencement/

continuation of all action and proceedings against the bank would be halted, except under necessary 

circumstances.


Tug-of-war 


• This proposal brings to an end months of speculation and heated negotiations between different 

parties. 


• A merger proposal with India bulls Housing Finance was rejected by the RBI in 2019, because of its 

high exposure to the realty sector. 
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• In June this year, LVB had inked a non-binding agreement with Clix Group for amalgamation. But that 

too was cancelled later on.


4.5.RBI internal working group for bank licence to large corporate 

houses 

• An internal committee of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)  proposed an overhaul of the licensing policy 

for private banks and suggested allowing large corporate and industrial houses to float banks in India 

after suitable amendments to the Banking Regulation Act


• It was headed by Prasanna Kumar Mohanty, Director, and Central Board of RBI.


• It should be aimed at preventing concentration of risks and unabated lending among group 

companies. 


• The RBI committee has also recommended that after 15 years, promoters should be allowed to hold 

up to 26%, instead of the current cap of 15%, a move that will help the promoters exploit the upside in 

a bank. Currently, there are at least three private lenders with over 26% promoter holding.


• NBFCs with assets of over Rs 50,000 crore, may be allowed to convert into banks.


• The committee said that such NBFCs, with at least a 10-year track record, may be allowed to convert 

into banks.


• It also made it easier for payments banks to convert to small finance banks (SFBs) by reducing the 

track record to three years from five years now. 


• The committee has also proposed a review of the “fit and proper” norms, which is the deciding factor 

in the regulator allowing or rejecting an application. Over the years, RBI has been selective in issuing 

fresh bank licences. 


• In 2018, the promoters of Kotak Bank, Uday Kotak & family, had moved the Bombay high court 

against RBI rule to impose a 15% cap on the promoters’ holding.


• Earlier this year, after the RBI allowed the family to hold up to 26% stake in the bank with the voting 

rights capped, the court case was withdrawn.


• In June 2020, the RBI set up the panel to have a fresh look at the ownership structure of all private 

sector banks. 


• The current rule of the 

promoters of a bank has to 

hold a minimum of 40% in the 

lender for the first five years, 

should continue.


• The panel, while proposing a 

hike in promoter holding in 

private banks to 26% also 

said that the promoters could 

voluntarily choose to bring 

down their holding further 

after the five-year lock in. 
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• The promoters should not be allowed to pledge the bank’s shares during the lock-in period, since this 

“amounts to bringing the unencumbered promoters’ shares below the prescribed minimum 

threshold.” 


• The initial paid-up voting equity share capital, net worth required to set up a new universal bank, may 

be increased to Rs 1,000 crore.


• If the recommendations are accepted, this will mark the re-entry of India Inc into commercial banking 

40 years after the last round of bank nationalisation in 1980. 


• Many of the biggest industrial groups had aspired for this ever since private players were allowed into 

banking after 1993.


4.6."Bad Idea": Raghuram Rajan on RBI Panel Allowing Corporates 

in Banking

• The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) working group’s recommendation to allow corporate houses to own 

banks has drawn sharp reactions from experts, who have red-flagged risks associated with such a 

move.


Reasons


• India’s weak corporate governance amid large corporate defaults over the past few years.


• RBI will face challenges in supervising non-financial sector entities and supervisory resources could 

be further strained at a time when the health of India’s financial sector is weak.


• It would allow non-financial businesses to gain easy access to financing and encourage connected 

lending and because it could lead to further concentration of economic and political power in certain 

business houses.


• Rajan and Acharya also laid out likely motivations for the recommendations, the first being to enable 

the privatisation of PSU banks.


• S&P analysts were of the view that the working group’s concerns regarding conflict of interest, 

concentration of economic power, and financial stability in allowing corporates to own banks are 

potential risks. 


• Corporate ownership of banks raises the risk of inter-group lending, diversion of funds, and 

reputational exposure. 


• The risk of contagion from corporate defaults to the financial sector increases significantly


• Nonperforming assets for the corporate sector stood at around 13% of total corporate loans as of 

March 2020, highlighting the more pronounced risk in India compared with other countries.


• Given the level of under penetration of financial services in India, the proposed new bank licences are 

likely to create a supply-side push to attract private growth capital to the credit market. 


• As a part of the structural reforms new licences are likely to leverage India’s data dividend and help 

build mobile-first digital challenger banks.


• RBI is expected to put a robust screening process and strong governance to ensure independence of 

the licensees.
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• Corporate houses owning non-bank lenders have welcomed the working group’s recommendations.


4.7.PM Modi, Bhutan PM jointly launch RuPay card Phase-II 

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi along with his Bhutanese counterpart launched RuPay card Phase-II 

that will allow Bhutanese card holders to access the RuPay network in India.


• The prime ministers of the two countries had jointly launched Phase-I of the project in August last 

year.


• The implementation of Phase-I of RuPay cards in Bhutan has enabled visitors from India to access 

ATMs and Point of Sale (PoS) terminals across Bhutan.


• Phase-II will now allow Bhutanese card holders to access RuPay network in India.


RuPay card


• RuPay is India’s indigenous card scheme created by the National Payments Corporation of India.


• It was conceived to fulfil RBI’s vision to offer a domestic, open-loop, multilateral system which will 

allow all Indian banks and financial institutions in India to participate in electronic payments.


• RuPay is the first-of-its-kind domestic Debit and Credit Card payment network of India, with wide 

acceptance at ATMs, POS devices and e-commerce websites across India.


Advantages of RuPay Card


• Lower cost and affordability: Since the transaction processing will happen domestically, it would lead 

to lower cost of clearing and settlement for each transaction.


• Customized product offering: RuPay, being a domestic scheme is committed towards development of 

customized product and service offerings for Indian consumers.


• Protection of information related to Indian consumers: Transaction and customer data related to 

RuPay card transactions will reside in India. 


• Provide electronic product options to untapped/unexplored consumer segment: There are under-

penetrated/untapped consumers segments in rural areas that do not have access to banking and 

financial services. Right pricing of RuPay products would make the RuPay cards more economically 

feasible for banks to offer to their customers.


• Inter-operability between payment channels and products: RuPay card is uniquely positioned to offer 

complete inter-operability between various payments channels and products.
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5. Environment

Click here to watch the following questions on YouTube


5.1.Longest migrating small bird Willow Warbler spotted in Kerala

• Willow warbler (Phylloscopustrochilus), one of longest migrating small bird which breeds throughout 

northern and temperate Europe and the Palearctic, sighted for the first time in the country.


• It breeds throughout northern and temperate Europe and the Palearctic, from Ireland east to the 

Anadyr River basin in eastern Siberia.


• It is strongly migratory, with almost all of the population wintering in Sub-Saharan Africa.


• Weighing around 10gm, the long wing feathers used to migrate a long distance makes it peculiar.


• Warblers are generally difficult to identify due to the small size and change in plumage twice a year.


• The species is affected by drought conditions in its wintering quarters and habitat alterations due to 

human population expansion.


• IUCN Red List: Least Concern.


• Vellayani-Punchakkari Paddy Fields is a birding hotspot in the outskirts of Thiruvananthapuam. 


• It’s known to harbour more than 213 species of birds which includes both resident and migratory 

birds.


• As many as seven species of warblers were recorded from Vellayani-Punchakkari paddy fields of 

which Blyth's Reed Warbler and Clamorous Reed Warbler are common.


Migration Pattern
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5.2.Karnataka and Deemed Forests


Context


• In September, Karnataka Forest Minister 

announced in the Assembly that the state 

government would soon declassify 6.64 lakh 

hectares of the 9.94 lakh hectares of deemed 

forests in the state (nearly 67%) and hand it over to 

Revenue authorities. 


• The move has been taken after a study of the actual 

extent of deemed forest areas by local committees 

headed by officials from the Revenue Forest and 

Land Records Departments in every district.


• The issue of deemed forests is a contentious one in Karnataka, with legislators across party lines 

often alleging that large amounts of agriculture and non-forestland are “unscientifically” classified.


What are deemed forests?


• The concept of deemed forests has not been clearly defined in any law including the Forest 

Conservation Act of 1980.


• But the Supreme Court in the case of T N Godavarman Thirumalpad (1996) accepted a wide definition 

of forests under the Act.


•  “The word ‘forest’ must be understood according to its dictionary meaning.


• This description covers all statutorily recognised forests, whether designated as term ‘forest land’ 

occurring in Section 2 will not only include ‘forest’ as understood in the dictionary sense, but also any 

areas recorded as forest in the government record irrespective of the ownership.


• The provisions enacted in the Forest Conservation Act 1980 for the conservation of forest and the 

matters connected there with must apply clearly to all forest so understood irrespective of the 

ownership or classification.


• An expert committee constituted by the Karnataka government after the Supreme Court order 

identified ‘deemed forests’ as “land having the characteristic of forests irrespective of the ownership’.


Demands to reclassify


• Amidst claims that the move hit farmers, as well as barred large tracts from mining, the state has been 

arguing that the classification was done without taking into account needs of people.


How much land in Karnataka is protected under the Forest Act?


• Reports by expert committees in 1997 and 2002 identified 43.18 lakh hectares of forest land for 

conservation in Karnataka, which included 33.23 lakh hectares notified forest area as per forest 

records and 9.94 lakh hectares ‘deemed forests’.
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5.3.India to launch deep sea mission in 3-4 months for exploration 

of minerals 

• Context: India will soon launch an ambitious 'Deep Ocean Mission' that envisages exploration of 

minerals, energy and marine diversity of the underwater world.


• The mission is expected to cost over Rs 4,000 crore, will give a boost to efforts to explore India's vast 

Exclusive Economic Zone and Continental Shelf.


• It will also involve developing technologies for different deep ocean initiatives.


• Two key projects planned in the ‘Deep Ocean Mission’ report include a desalination plant powered by 

tidal energy and a submersible vehicle that can explore depths of at least 6,000 metres.


• The multi-disciplinary work will be piloted by the MoES and other government departments like the 

Defence Research and Development Organisation, Department of Biotechnology, Indian Space 

Research Organisation (ISRO), Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) will be 

stakeholders in this mission.


• Some of the technologies involved will be developed by organisations such as the ISRO and DRDO.


• One of the main aspects of the mission will be design, development and demonstration of human 

submersibles.


• Another aspect is exploring the possibility of deep sea mining and developing necessary technologies.


• The move strategically significant as it will enhance India's presence in the Indian Ocean where other 

players like China, Korea and Germany are active.


• India has been ear-marked nearly 1.5 lakh square kilometres of area in the central Indian Ocean for 

exploration.


• In September 2016, India signed a 15-year contract with the International Seabed Authority (ISA) for 

exploration of Poly-Metallic Sulphides (PMS) in the Indian Ocean.


• The ISA is an institution set up under the Convention on Law of the Sea to which India is a Party.


• The 15-year contract formalised India's exclusive rights for exploration of PMS in the allotted area in 

the Indian Ocean.


• The ISA earlier approved 10,000 sq. km for India with a 15-year PMS exploration plan along the 

Central Indian Ridge (CIR) and Southwest Indian Ridge (SWIR) region of the Indian Ocean.


• Poly-Metallic Sulphides (PMS), which contain iron, copper, zinc, silver, gold, platinum in variable 

constitutions, are precipitates of hot fluids from upwelling hot magma from deep interior of the 

oceanic crust, discharged through mineralized chimneys.


• PMS in the Ocean Ridges have attracted worldwide attention for their long term commercial as well 

as strategic values.


ISA 


• The International Seabed Authority (ISA) was formed on 16th November 1994 as an 

intergovernmental body under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).
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• The Authority obtained its observer status to the United Nations in October 1996


• ISA focuses mainly on organising, regulating and controlling all the mineral-related activities in the 

international seabed area that are beyond the limits of national jurisdiction. 


• Some of the major functions of the International Seabed Authority of India (ISA) are mentioned 

below:


• Regulation of deep seabed mining.


• Protection of the marine environment from the harmful effects of mining, exploration and 

exploitation.


• The authority also promotes marine scientific research and conducts training programmes, seminars, 

conferences and workshops on the scientific and technical aspects.


5.4.Government mulls advancing 20% ethanol blending target 

• The Centre, which is trying to create an additional 468-crore litre ethanol capacities through loans for 

setting up distilleries, may advance the deadline for blending 20 per cent biofuel in petrol from the 

earlier announced 2030.


• The government had earlier fixed a target of 10 per cent ethanol blending by 2022 and 20 per cent by 

2030 but now the government is preparing a plan to prepone achievement of 20 per cent target.


• Apart from sugarcane, the government also plans to use surplus rice lying with Food Corporation of 

India and maize in States where maize production is in surplus for producing ethanol from coming 

ethanol supply year (November to December). 


• The government has earlier in principle approved loans worth ₹12,500-crore for setting up distilleries 

for producing 468-crore litres per annum. 



30 Available on App Store

 and Play Store

www.sleepyclasses.com

Call 6280133177 

http://www.sleepyclasses.com
http://T.me/SleepyClasses


T.me/SleepyClasses

‘Helping sugar mills’


• This would also help sugar mills – which are 

producing on an average 320 lakh tonnes (lt) of 

sugar annually – convert excess sugarcane or 

sugar for producing ethanol. 


• As the domestic sugar demand is around 260 lt, 

currently the government is supporting the mills 

to export the sweetener by extending financial 

assistance. 


• However, as per the WTO conditions, India will 

not be able to extend financial help for marketing and transport beyond 2023.


• The excess 60 it sugar that remains unsold, blocks funds of sugar mills to the tune of ₹19,000-crore 

annually, affecting their liquidity position resulting in accumulation of cane price arrears of farmers, it 

said.


5.5.Petronet LNG to foray in green energy, bio fuels 

• Context: Petronet LNG signed a non-binding memorandum of understanding with Ministry of 

Petroleum & Natural Gas for undertaking compressed bio-gas (CBC) projects.


• The MOU is signed under Sustainable Alternative towards Affordable Transportation (SATAT) 

initiative.


• SATAT initiative for boosting production and availability of CBG as an alternative and affordable clean 

fuel for transportation sector was launched by Government on 1 October 2018.


• The scheme envisages setting up of 5000 CBG plants by 2023-24 with a production target of 15 

MMT, facilitating the creation of new employment opportunities and enhancing farmers' income 

towards further invigorating the rural economy. 


• Petronet LNG was formed as a joint venture by the Government of India to import LNG and set up 

LNG terminals in the country, involving India's leading oil and natural gas industry players like GAIL 

(India) (holds 12.50% stake), Oil & Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) (holds 12.50% stake), Indian Oil 

Corporation (IOCL) (holds 12.50% stake) and Bharat Petroleum Corporation (BPCL) (holds 12.50% 

stake). 
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5.6.World leaders pool efforts to fight the accelerating crisis of 

AMR

• The heads of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the World 

Organisation for Animal Health (OIE), and the World Health Organization (WHO) launched the new 

One Health Global Leaders Group on Antimicrobial Resistance.


• The group is co-chaired by Prime Minister of Barbados and Prime Minister of Bangladesh.


• Antimicrobial resistance is making many infections harder to treat worldwide. 
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• WHO’s latest reporting shows that the world is running out of effective treatments for several 

common infections.


5.7.Parliamentary panel bats for laws to counter bio-terrorism

• Context: Formulating effective laws to counter bio-terrorism is one of the important lessons to be 

learnt from the COVID-19 pandemic, a Parliamentary Standing Committee on Health has said in a 

report, “The Outbreak of Pandemic COVID-19 and its Management.”
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• Among other things, the report said low testing and shoddy contact tracing were responsible for the 

spike in cases. 


Key Findings


• The adverse effects of COVID-19 pandemic have taught the lesson on the importance of controlling 

biological agents and the need for strategic partnerships among different nations.


• The present time is the most appropriate for the government to formulate effective laws to counter 

bio-terrorism.


• Department of Health and Family Welfare had also submitted a seven-point action plan that is 

needed to ensure security against biological weapons. 


• These include “strengthening disease surveillance, including at animal-human interface, training and 

capacity building for management of public health emergencies arising from use of bio-weapons and 

strengthening research and surveillance activities related to development of diagnostics, vaccines 

and drugs.”


• The Health Ministry should engage with agencies and actively participate in ongoing international 

treaties.


• The report does not explicitly state that the COVID-19 virus itself was a bio-weapon. 


• Since the demand for oxygen cylinders has reported an exponential increase, the committee has 

strongly advocated that necessary measures be taken to cap their price. 


5.8.Expert panel recommends 5 technologies for drinking water, 

sanitation

• Context: A high-level multi-disciplinary technical panel in the Department of Drinking Water and 

Sanitation has recommended five technologies, three for safe drinking water and two for sanitation.


✓ Grundfos AQpure, a solar energy-based water treatment plant based on ultra-filtration.


✓ Janajal Water on Wheel, an Internet of Things (IoT) based electric vehicle to deliver safe water to 

households. 


✓ Presto Online Chlorinator, a non-electric online chlorinator for disinfection of water for removal 

of bacterial contamination.
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✓ Johkasou technology, an inbuilt packaged black (sewage) and greywater (kitchen and bath water) 

treatment system having advanced anaerobic-aerobic configuration that can be installed 

underground.


✓ FBTec is a site assembled decentralised sewage treatment system using fixed filter media.


• Under the Jal Jeevan Mission, innovative proposals are sought online for assisting the states/UTs to 

adopt innovative technologies to deliver drinking water services to rural communities of adequate 

quantity and prescribed quality.
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6. Science & Technology

Click here to watch the following questions on YouTube


6.1.Sentinel-6 satellite

• Context: The Copernicus Sentinel-6 Michael Freilich satellite was launched from Calfornia’s 

Vanderberg Air Force Base aboard the rocket on November 21.


• The satellite, Sentinel 6 has been named after NASA’s Earth Science Division Director, Dr Michael 

Freilich who passed away last year in August


What is the space mission all about?


• Named as Jason Continuity of Service (Jason CS) mission, the purpose is to find out how the earth’s 

climate is changing by measuring the changed elevation of the ocean.


• The spacecraft launched by Flacon 9 has another part, Sentinel -6B that will be set in motion in space 

in 2025.


• The Jason CS mission is joint collaboration of several space organisations apart from NASA like the 

European Organisation for the Exploitation of Meteorological Satellites (Eumetsat), EU, European 

Space Agency (ESA) and USA’s National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and with 

contribution from France’s National Centre for Space Studies (CNES).


• Sentinel -6, however, is not the first spacecraft made to monitor oceans. Jason 1, TOPEX/Poseidon, 

OSTN/Jason-2 are other missions launched since 1992 to track the change in oceans on a global scale.
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What is the function of the Sentinel -6 mission?


• The purpose of the mission to ensure that there is continuity in sea-level observation in the fourth 

decade since it started in 1992 and provides measurements of its level rise from climate change. 


• The satellite will send signals to the Earth’s surface and will estimate the sea level elevation by taking 

into account the time taken for the signals to return. 


• The satellite pulses will also measure water vapour in its path to the sea and find its position using 

ground-level lasers and GPS.


• During other ocean monitoring mission, high-precision satellite altimeters helped understand the 

scientists about the ocean’s role in distributing water, heat and carbon in the atmosphere.


• The data collected through Sentinel-6 will help in providing forecasts about wind conditions and 

ocean currents which in turn helps both in long term forecasting of oceanic conditions like El-Nino 

and La-Nina and short-term weather forecasting.


How measuring the height of the ocean will help?


• The height of oceans can be measures at a global scale and its critical changes can be monitored only 

from space.


• Hence with Sentil-6 data effects of the changing oceans on the climate, changing ocean currents and 

its heat storage and distribution can be found out.


• Sentinel-6 can keep up in the air with much-improved capability helping it to monitor seas right up 

against coastlines better.


• The satellite data can also find out and how inland water bodies like lakes and rivers have changed.


6.2.Experimental drug wins FDA clearance

• Context: The Food and Drug Administration granted emergency authorization to the experimental 

antibody treatment given to President Trump last month when he developed covid-19, the disease 

caused by the novel coronavirus.


✓ The drug is made by Regeneron Pharmaceuticals.


✓ It is designed to prevent infected people from developing severe illness.


✓ Instead of waiting for the body to develop its own protective immune response, the drug imitates 

the body’s natural defences. 


✓ It is the second drug of this type — called a monoclonal antibody — to be cleared for treating 

covid-19. 


✓ The FDA authorized Eli Lilly & Co.’s drug on Nov. 9.


✓ Regeneron’s drug is a cocktail of two monoclonal antibodies, called casirivimab and imdevimab.


• The FDA said in authorizing the cocktail that it may be effective in treating mild to moderate covid-19 

in adults and children 12 or older, and is indicated for those at high risk of developing severe illness.


• Doctors hope the drugs will keep those patients from being hospitalized.
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• Monoclonal antibodies, which are concocted in laboratories, are proteins that mimic the immune 

system’s ability to attack the virus. 


• Regeneron’s covid-19 drug is manufactured in cells from genetically engineered hamsters.


6.3.Mumbai’s first desalination plant

• Context: Mumbai is all set to get its first desalination plant with Maharashtra Chief Minister giving 

the Brihan Mumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC) the go-ahead to arrange a plant. 


• The proposed plant, which is able to course of 200 million litres of water day by day (MLD), will come 

up at Manori and is being set as much as overcome the water scarcity confronted by Mumbai within 

the months of May and June


• A desalination plant turns salt water into water that is fit to drink. 


• The most commonly used technology used for the process is reverse osmosis where an external 

pressure is applied to push solvents from an area of high-solute concentration to an area of low-

solute concentration through a membrane.
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• BMC is planning to take the ‘Swiss Challenge Method’ for the undertaking. Under this, a undertaking 

will be awarded to a non-public participant on an unsolicited proposal.


• The personal agency which has first submitted a proposal will be approached immediately for 

negotiations and if they don’t agree, then different bidders are referred to as. 


• In a few weeks a main report from the agency shall be submitted earlier than the BMC after which a 

feasibility examine shall be carried out following the detailed undertaking report (DPR).


• If all goes as per plan then Mumbai may have its first desalination plant by 2025, officers stated.


• Earlier, in 2016 the BMC had cancelled a proposal for establishing a desalination plant citing 

excessive value and lack of land.


• In 2007, a state government-appointed high-level committee had urged establishing desalination 

vegetation in Mumbai. 


6.4.Shukrayan-1

• Shukrayaan-1 is a proposed orbiter to Venus by the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) to 

study the surface and atmosphere of Venus.


• Funds were released in 2017 to complete preliminary studies, and solicitations for instruments have 

been announced. 


• The orbiter, depending on its final configuration, would have a science payload capability of 

approximately 100 kilograms (220 lb) with 500 W available powers.


• The initial elliptical orbit around Venus is expected to have 500 km (310 mi) at periapsis and 60,000 

km (37,000 mi) at apoapsis.


• Based on the success of Chandrayaan and the Mangalyaan, ISRO has been studying the feasibility of 

future interplanetary missions to Mars and Venus, the closest planetary neighbours to Earth.


• The mission concept to Venus was first presented at a Tirupati space meet in 2012.


• The Government of India, in its budget for 2017–18 gave the Department of Space a 23% increase. 


• Under the space sciences section, the budget mentions provisions "for Mars Orbiter Mission II and 

Mission to Venus".


• From 2016 to 2017, ISRO collaborated with JAXA to study the Venus atmosphere using signals from 

the Akatsuki in a radio occultation experiment.


• The three broad research areas of interest for this mission include: 


✓ surface/subsurface stratigraphy and re-surfacing processes


✓ study the atmospheric chemistry, dynamics and compositional variations


✓ Study of solar irradiance and solar wind interaction with Venus ionosphere while studying the 

structure, composition and dynamics of the atmosphere.


• The space agencies of India (ISRO) and France (CNES) are holding discussions to collaborate on this 

mission and jointly develop autonomous navigation and aerobraking technologies.
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• France has also expressed its interest to use inflated balloons to help study the Venusians 

atmosphere.


• Just like during the Vega missions, these instrumented balloons could be deployed from an orbiter 

and take prolonged observations while floating in the relatively mild upper atmosphere of the planet.


• ISRO agreed to consider the proposal to use a balloon probe carrying 10 kilograms (22 lb) payload to 

study the Venusian atmosphere at 55 kilometres (34 mi) altitude.


6.5.Cord Blood Banking

• Context: Community Cord Blood Banking, a stem cell 

banking initiative introduced by LifeCell in 2017, has 

helped save the life of a seven-year-old girl from 

Nashik in Maharashtra who was suffering from 

Aplastic anaemia, a rare and serious blood disorder.


• In majority of blood-related disorders treatable by 

transplants, patients’ own stem cells are not suitable.


• The community banking model made it possible and 

the child received a timely transplant with an 

encouraging prognosis. 



40 Available on App Store

 and Play Store

www.sleepyclasses.com

Call 6280133177 

http://T.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com


T.me/SleepyClasses

www.sleepyclasses.com


Call 6280133177
Available on App Store


 and Play Store

41

http://T.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com

	Geography
	Tibetans and their parliament-in-exile
	Meghalaya groups renew demand for ILP curbs
	West Bank
	BRICS counter-terror strategy
	Seismic survey in Mahanadi onland basin

	History
	Birsa Munda
	BRU Community
	Ancient Hindu temple discovered in northwest Pakistan
	Rani Lakshmibai birth anniversary

	Polity
	Kerala’s law to curb abusive content
	Election Commission and party symbols
	Matritva Poshan Yojana
	Winter Session of Parliament
	Chandigarh: Punjab and Haryana

	Economy
	RBI to Set up 'Innovation Hub' For Finance Sector, Promote Efficient Banking
	PM-FME Scheme
	The GIS One District One Product (ODOP) digital map of India was also launched
	Lakshmi Vilas Bank under moratorium; RBI proposes merger with DBS
	RBI internal working group for bank licence to large corporate houses
	"Bad Idea": Raghuram Rajan on RBI Panel Allowing Corporates in Banking
	PM Modi, Bhutan PM jointly launch RuPay card Phase-II

	Environment
	Longest migrating small bird Willow Warbler spotted in Kerala
	Karnataka and Deemed Forests
	India to launch deep sea mission in 3-4 months for exploration of minerals
	Government mulls advancing 20% ethanol blending target
	Petronet LNG to foray in green energy, bio fuels
	World leaders pool efforts to fight the accelerating crisis of AMR
	Parliamentary panel bats for laws to counter bio-terrorism
	Expert panel recommends 5 technologies for drinking water, sanitation

	Science & Technology
	Sentinel-6 satellite
	Experimental drug wins FDA clearance
	Mumbai’s first desalination plant
	Shukrayan-1
	Cord Blood Banking


