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GS 3 
 

Economy = 100 Marks 
4x10 + 4x15 Marks 
 
 
 
Security Issues = 50 Marks 
2x10 + 2x15 Marks 
 
 
 
Environment & Disaster Management = 50 Marks 
2x10 + 2x15 Marks 
 
 
 
Science & Technology = 50 Marks 
2x10 + 2x15 Marks 
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Economy Part 

1. Explain intra-generational and Inter-generational issues of equity from the prospective 
of inclusive growth and sustainable development. (Answer in 150 words) 10 Marks. 

Intra-generational is easy and often discussed. 

Talk of various exclusions like Social, Economic, Regional, Financial, Digital, 
Environmental. 

Inter-generational requires slight innovation on the spot: Can also use the ideas of FRBM 
as well as SDGs. 

Discussed throughout the content (PcM, Mains Crash Course, Youtube Economy 
Mentorship videos, Mains Tests) 

 

Mains Crash Course 2020: 
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2. Define potential GDP and explain its determinants. What are the factors that have been 
inhibiting India from realizing its potential GDP? (Answer in 150 words) 10 Marks. 

 

Potential GDP might seem daunting but it’s not. 

Like a lot of other topics, we prepare for it during Prelims. 

(Premix 7th May, 2020, Q5 is entirely about it) 

 

Talk about what is Potential GDP, the use of output gap as an idea in policy making, what 
all ails the Indian GDP (thousands of points here). 

Don’t forget to add way-ahead. 

Discussed in PcM, Youtube 15-Din Mains-In, MAD, Mains Tests. 

Mains-2020 Crash Course: 

 

Youtube: 

https://youtu.be/W6acELL2OPI?list=PLYSuG-KZy7JB54b7JZaylSOqF4COcYwkc  

 

https://youtu.be/e8mvNax5jTs?list=PLYSuG-KZy7JB54b7JZaylSOqF4COcYwkc 
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3. What are the main constraints in transport and marketing of agriculture produced in 
India?  (Answer in 150 words) 10 Marks. 

Slightly on the predictable lines and awaited for so long. 

 

Don’t forget to write way ahead. 

 

Discussed in PcM, Youtube Economy for Mains Questions, Economy Mentorship 
Lectures, MAD, Mains Crash Course, Mains Tests. 
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4. What are the challenges and opportunities of food processing sector in country? How 
can income of the farmers be substantially increased by encouraging food processing?  
(Answer in 150 words) 10 Marks. 

 

Can’t be more straight forward. 

Discussed in PcM, Youtube Economy for Mains Questions, Economy Mentorship 
Lectures, MAD, Mains Crash Course, Mains Tests. 

Mains-2020 FLT-7: 

 

Economy Mentorship Videos – Lecture 7: 
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5. Explain the meaning of investment in an economy in terms of capital formation. 
Discuss the factors to be considered while designing a concession agreement between a 
public entity and a private entity. (Answer in 250 words) 15 Marks. 

 

Importance of Saving – Investment – Capital Formation hypothesis. 

Discussed extensively in our Eco-Survey Lecture: 

 

Also, extensively taken up as a Complete lecture in PcM: 
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6. Explain the rationale behind the Goods and Services Tax (Compensation to States) Act 
of 2017. How has COVID – 19 impacted the GST compensation fund and created new 
federal tensions? (Answer in 250 words) 15 Marks. 

 

Discussed as the Central government has set up a special borrowing window for the states 
and union territories who choose Option-1 to borrow the amount of shortfall arising out of 
GST implementation. 

We discussed this extensively alongwith the implications in  

Economy PreCure – 10th December, 2020: 
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7. What are the major factors responsible for making rice-wheat system a success? In spite 
of this success how has this system become bane in India. (Answer in 250 words) 15 
Marks. 

 

First part requires innovation. 

For example, you can alternatively think why we don’t see excess of Pulses (for example) 
in the market like we see Rice and Wheat. 

The very first question in Economy: Mains Question series discusses this. 
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8. Suggest measures to improve water storage and irrigation system to make its judicious 
use under depleting scenario. (Answer in 250 words) 15 Marks. 

 

Start with some data on irrigation. 

Given in Eco-Survey Chpater on Agriculture. 

 

Then move on with the issues. 

And schemes to address them. (covered in PcM-Economy and PcM-Agriculture) 
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Science Part 

1. What do you understand by nanotechnology and how is it helping in health sector? 
(Answer in 150 words) 10 Marks. 

 

Definition of Nanotechnology  

Add: Nanopharmaceuticals, Regenerative medicine, Biosensors, Drug Delivery (Smart 
Drugs). 

Indian context — Nanomedicine/Bio-nanotechnology 

Dilemmas associated with it   

Conclusion 

Discussed in Prelims Crash Course and PcM. 

PcM Lecture on NanoTechnology: 
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2. How is science interwoven deeply with our lives? What are the striking changes in 
agriculture triggered off by the science-based technology? (Answer in 150 words) 10 
Marks. 

 

Interlinking is very important. Agriculture already mentioned in the question itself (our 
first clue) 

Examples are important in this answer: 

- Accessibility: DigiLocker 

- Education: SWAYAM, MOOCs 

- Political participation: Media 

- Disaster management: Early warning systems   

 

Discussed in Mains-2020 Crash Course:  

 

 

 

In PcM Batch, Lecture on Agriculture 17.1: 
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3. COVID – 19 pandemic has caused unprecedented devastation worldwide. However, 
technological arrangements are being availed readily to win over the crises. Give an 
account of how Technology was sought to aid management of the pandemic. (Answer in 
250 words) 15 Marks. 

 

Explain devastation caused by COVID-19 

How technology minimised it. 

Information dissemination and management. 

Reduced physical interactions: Video conferencing through Zoom meetings 

Bill Payments  

DBTs 

 

These questions from our UPSC 2020 Mains FLT-7 might have helped: 
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4. Describe the benefits of deriving electric energy from sunlight in contrast to the 
conventional energy generation. What are the initiatives offered by our Government for 
this purpose? (Answer in 250 words) 15 Marks. 

 

Regularly in news. Discussed in a number of videos. 

From the PcM Batch Lectures of Environment: 
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Environment & Disaster Management 

1. How does the draft Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) Notification, 2020 differ 
from the existing EIA Notification, 2006? (Answer in 150 words) 10 Marks. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com/


 

 

 www.YouTube.com/SleepyClasses 15 

 www.SleepyClasses.com 

  

2. What are the silent features of Jal Shakti Abhiyan launched by the Government of 
India for water conservation and water security? (Answer in 150 words) 10 Marks. 

 

Discussed extensively in 7th January, 2020 Premix. 
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3. What are the key features of the National Clean Air Programme (NCAP) initiated by 
the Government of India? (Answer in 250 words) 15 Marks. 

 

UPSC’s habit of asking from within the last few years’ important topics is alive and 
kicking. 

We discussed this extensively for last year’s Mains. That’s why we always encourage our 
students to DO GO THROUGH the MAD and other Mains Related videos of last year as 
well (they are very doable and have helped students in the past to write holistic answers). 
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4. Discuss the recent measures initiated in disaster management by the Government of 
India departing from the earlier reactive approach. (Answer in 250 words) 15 Marks. 

 

Conventional topic requiring analysis, so we discussed these extensively in our Mains 
Crash Course (2020) as well as in MAD videos. 
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Security Issues 

1. Discuss different types of cyber crimes and measured required to be taken to fight the 
menace. (Answer in 150 words) 10 Marks. 

Conventional, expected question. Discussed in our PcM Batch: 

 

 

Also, extensively discussed in Security Issues Mentorship Videos: 
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Also, add contemporary take on it,  

discussed in our Mains-2020 Security Issues Sectional Test: 
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2. For effective border area management, discuss the step required to be taken to deny 
local support to militants and also suggest ways to manage favourable perception 
among locals. (Answer in 150 words) 10 Marks. 

 

Again, Mentorship Lectures to our rescue: 
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3. What are the determinants of left-wing extremism in Eastern part of India? What 
strategy should Government of India, civil administration and security forces to adopt 
to counter the threat in the affected areas? (Answer in 250 words) 15 Marks. 

 

Conventional and expected topic, that’s why it had to be asked in our FLTs. 

FLT-11 (2020) 

 

 

Also, Hail Mentorship Lectures (once again): 
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4. Analyze internal security threats and transborder crimes along Myanmar, Bangladesh 
and Pakistan borders including Line of Control (LoC). Also discuss the role played by 
various security forces in this regard.  (Answer in 250 words) 15 Marks. 

Conventional, expected question.  

Discussed in our PcM Batch: 

 

 

Can also be answered using the very extensive lecture on Border Management in 

Mentorship Lectures as well as inputs given in various test questions on ‘Golden 

Crescent’ and the ‘Golden Triangle’, etc. 
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