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The Hindu 

• UN Secretary-General has even called on countries to declare national climate emergencies apart from building a 

coalition for a carbon-neutral world by 2050.  

• As of today, countries representing around 65% of global CO2 emissions have already agreed to this. The UN 

Secretary-General would like this figure to reach 90% within 2021. 

• Adding to the challenges of this proposed global goal is the distinct possibility of the EU imposing carbon border 

levies on those who do not take on high carbon cut-down targets and do so unilaterally if there is no global 

agreement.  

• World Trade Organization rules that presently exclude the use of tariffs on environmental grounds will certainly get 

modified.  

Raghuram Rajan proposal 

• countries to pay into a global fund amounts based on their carbon emissions over and above the global per-

capita average of five tons.  

Benefit 

• Incentivise renewables.  

• Those above the global average would pay, while those below would receive the monies.  

• India today has per capita CO2 emission of only 2 tons and is a global record setter in pushing renewables 

Issue 

• May be unacceptable to the developed 

• More than 75% of the carbon space available to humankind to keep global temperature rises to 1.5° C has already 

been taken up by the developed world and China.  

Natural Factors for climate change: 

• There are numerous natural factors that cause the Earth’s climate to change. They affect the climate over a period 

of thousands to millions of years. 

Continental Drift: 

• The present-day continents were not the same prior to 200 million years. 

• They have formed millions of years ago when the landmass began to drift apart due to plate displacement. 

• This movement had an impact on climate change due to the change on the landmass’s physical features and 

position and the change in water bodies’ position like Himalayan range is rising approximately 1 millimetre every 

year as the Indian landmass is moving towards the Asian landmass. 

Variation of the Earth’s orbit: 

• The Earth’s orbit has an impact on the sunlight’s seasonal distribution that is reaching the Earth’s surface. 

• A slight change in the Earth’s orbit can lead to variation in distribution across the world. 

Volcanic Activity: 
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• When a volcano erupts, it emits gases and dust particles, causing a partial block of the Sunrays. This can lead to 

the cooling of the weather 

Ocean Currents: 

• It is driven by horizontal winds causing the movement of the water against the sea surface. 

• The temperature differences of the water influence the climate of the region. 

Anthropogenic Factors 

 

Greenhouse Gases 

 

Change in the land use pattern 

• Half of the land-use change is said to have happened during the industrial era. 

• Most of the forests were replaced by agricultural cropping and grazing of lands. 

• The lower the albedo, the more of the Sun’s radiation gets absorbed by the planet and the temperatures will 

rise.  

• If the albedo is higher and the Earth is more reflective, the more of the radiation is returned to space, leading to 

the cooling of the planet. 

Atmospheric aerosols: 

• There are two types of aerosols – Natural aerosols and Anthropogenic aerosols. 

The sources of natural aerosols 

•  include volcanic eruptions (produces sulphate aerosols) and biogenic sources like planktons (can produce 

dimethyl sulphide). 

The anthropogenic aerosols include: 

• The ammonia used for fertilizers or released by the burning of plants and other organic materials forms a major 

source for Nitrate aerosols. 

• Burning of coal and oil, industrial activities, vehicular emission etc. 

• It is found that the concentration of aerosols is about three times higher in the Northern Hemisphere than in 

the Southern Hemisphere, leading to Northern Hemisphere’s radiation concentration being 50% higher than 

that of the Southern Hemisphere. 

A rise in atmospheric temperature: 

• The greenhouse gases released due to human activities are increasing the temperature of the Earth. 

Change in landscapes: 

• Increasing temperature and changing climate and weather patterns across the globe led to the shift of trees 

and plants towards Polar Regions and mountains. 

A risk to the ecosystem: 

• An increase in the temperature across the globe is changing the weather and vegetation patterns, making the 

species to migrate to cooler areas for survival. 

• This poses a threat to the survival of numerous species. It is projected that by 2050, one-fourth of the Earth’s 

species may become extinct if the current trend continues. 

Rising sea levels: 
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• The population living in under-lying areas, islands and coasts are threatened by the rising sea levels. 

Ocean Acidification: 

• The increase in the CO2 concentration in the atmosphere has increased the CO2 absorption in the ocean. This 

makes the ocean acidic. 

• The increase in the acidification of the ocean can be harmful to many marine species like plankton, molluscs, 

etc. The corals are especially susceptible to this as they find it difficult to create and maintain the skeletal 

structures needed for their survival. 

Increase in the risk of natural and manmade disasters: 

• The moisture from land and water is rapidly evaporating due to the high atmospheric temperature. 

• This causes drought. Those areas that are affected by drought are highly susceptible to the negative effects of 

flooding. 

Health issues: 

• The increased heat waves caused by climate change have led to the deaths of many globally. 

Economic impacts: 

• It is estimated that if action is not taken to address the carbon emissions, climate change could cost about 5 to 

20% of the annual global GDP. 

Earlier peace offers 

 

Hamid Karzai’s Govt 

• Offering Taliban honourable place if they renounced ties with Al Qaeda & abandon violence 

Ghani’s Govt 

• Revival of Constitution to meet their demands 

Challenges 

 

Military and Security 

 

SIGAR (Sp Inspector general for Afghanistan reconstruction) report 

• As on oct 2018 The govt share of dist. control fell to 53.8% 

ANSDF (Afghan national defence & security forces)- Army, police 

• 75% fund to ANSDF by US (remaining by US partners & Afgh govt) 

In the absence of US troop  

• Taliban would not want to disarm 

• Presi Ghani will not able to support army for six months without US 

• Increased political instability 

• Chances of close relation b/w Taliban & Al qaeda 

Challenges 

 

Military and Security 
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Issues-  

• Potential for rapid recruitment dilute forces quality 

• Increase illiteracy within forces 

Economic development 

• Poverty-55% below national poverty line (2017) as compare to 38%(2012-13) 

• Opium production- employment and 60% of total budget of Taliban 

• Women position 

Regional dynamics 

 

Pakistan  

• Negative role & close ties with Taliban 

• May prefer weak Afghanistan 

• View Afghan Taliban as anti-India element 

Russia & Iran 

• Opposed Taliban in late 1990s but reportedly see Taliban as useful point of leverage Vis-a Vis the USA 

• View ISIS as bigger threat than Taliban 

China 

• Want to increase hold in Afghanistan 

• USA want India to play bigger role 

US-Russia Competition 

• Trump adm identified Russia-China rather than Taliban as threat to their sovereignty 

India 

• Does not want Pak to be brought back into Afghanistan endgame without adequate safeguards 

• Want Afghanistan govt to have final authority to dictate the terms of peace talks 

• Terrorism and J&K stability issues 

• PM Imran Khan admitted 20K-30K terrorist on Pak soil & in future they could get refuge in future Taliban led 

Afgh as proxy army against India 

India’s interest in Afghanistan 

 

Development 

• India want Afghan led, Afghan owned and Afghan controlled. 

• India had gifted four MI-25 attack helicopters to Afghanistan 

• India and Afghanistan have signed an agreement to build the Shahtoot Dam in Kabul to provide drinking water 

facility in the Afghan capital 

• The pipeline project TAPI (Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India), which seeks to connect an energy-rich 

Central to South Asia, will only see the light of the day if stability is established in Afghanistan 
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• New Delhi needs Kabul to get a better view of Islamabad and hence it is pertinent that it fosters positive 

relations.  

• For access to the landlocked Central Asian countries that border Afghanistan. 

• The country is home to resource deposits worth one trillion dollars, according to the US Geological Survey 

INSTC 

• It is a 7,200-km-long multi-mode network of ship, rail, and road route for moving freight. 

• Russia. Iran and India signed the agreement for the NSTC project on 16May 2002 

Route 

• Mumbai is at the southern hub of the route. 

• Route extends to Bandar Abbas in Iran via sea. Bandar Abbas is a sprawling port city on the southern coast of 

Iran, on the Persian Gulf. It occupies a strategic position on the narrow Strait of Hormuz. 

• From Bandar Abbas to Bandar-e-Anzali by road on Iranian mainland. Bandar-e-Anzali is another Iranian port but 

on the Caspian Sea side. 

• From Bandar-e-Anzali to Astrakhan by ship across the Caspian Sea. Astrakhan is a Caspian port in the Russian 

federation. The city lies on the two banks of the Volga River. 

• From Astrakhan to other regions of the Russian federation, and further into Europe by Russian Railways. 

Significance of the corridor: 

• Help to cut down on costs and time taken for transfer of goods from India to Russia and Europe via Iran but 

also provide an alternative connectivity initiative to countries in the Eurasian region. 

• A study conducted by the Federation of Freight Forwarders’ Associations in India found the route is, “30% 

cheaper and 40% shorter than the current traditional route”.  

• For India, we can have access to the lucrative markets of the Central Asia, by-passing the transit through 

Pakistan. Indian exports could potentially get a competitive advantage due to lower cost and less delivery time 

• The INSTC has particular economic and strategic relevance to India given the increasing regional ambitions of 

China through its One Belt, One Road Initiative. The proposed INSTC trade corridor could help India secure its 

interests in Central Asia and beyond. 

• This will also synchronize with the Ashgabat agreement, a Multimodal transport agreement signed by India, 

Oman, Iran, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan, for creating an international transport and transit 

corridor facilitating transportation of goods between Central Asia and the Persian Gulf. 

Recent Update 

• India, which has proposed Chabahar Port (located in Iran) to be part of the International North South Transport 

Corridor (INSTC), would also support inclusion of Afghanistan and Uzbekistan in the INSTC.  

About Chabahar Port 

• Chabahar Port is a joint effort of the Governments of India, Iran and Afghanistan, to support landlocked 

Afghanistan by giving access to the open seas, optimise logistic cost by bringing in efficiency and create a 

reliable and safe transport corridor,  

Update 
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• Iran has inaugurated the track-laying process for the 628 km Chabahar-Zahedan rail line, which will be extended 

to Zaranj across the border in Afghanistan.  

• The entire project would be completed by March 2022 and Iranian Railways will use approximately USD 400 

million from the Iranian National Development Fund. 

Afghan peace deal 

• Signed a deal (at Qatar's capital-Doha) with the Taliban that could pave the way towards a full withdrawal of 

foreign soldiers from Afghanistan over the next 14 months and represent a step towards ending the 18-year-

war in Afghanistan.  

• A separate joint declaration was also signed between the Afghan government and the US at Kabul. 

Key points 

• Troops Withdrawal: all US troops will be out within 14 months. 

• Taliban Commitment: The main counter-terrorism commitment by the Taliban is that Taliban will not allow any 

of its members, other individuals or groups, including al-Qaeda, to use the soil of Afghanistan to threaten the 

security of the United States and its allies. 

• Sanctions Removal: UN sanctions on Taliban leaders to be removed by three months and US sanctions by 

August 27. The sanctions will be out before much progress is expected in the intra-Afghan dialogue. 

• Prisoner Release: The US-Taliban pact says up to 5,000 imprisoned Taliban and up to 1,000 prisoners from “the 

other side” held by Taliban will be released 

Challenges in the Deal 

 

One-Sided Deal:  

• It deliberately excluded the Afghan government 

• There is no reference to the Constitution, rule of law, democracy and elections in the deal. 

• Shariat-based system (political system based on fundamental Islamic values) with the existing constitution is not 

easy. 

• Difficult to incorporate Taliban’s Strict religious laws, eg banishing women from public life, shutting down 

schools and unleashing systemic discrimination on religious and ethnic minorities etc 

Prisoner's Swap:  

 

As per US-Taliban pact  

• Up to 5,000 imprisoned Taliban and up to 1,000 prisoners from “the other side” held by Taliban “will be 

released” by March 10. 

Joint declaration 

• Lays down no numbers or deadlines for the prisoner's swap.  

Afghan President 

• There is no commitment to releasing 5,000 prisoners.  

• He also held that such prisoners' swap is not in the authority of the US, but in the authority of the Afghan 

government. 

Impact of Deal on India 
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• Alters the balance of power in favour of the Taliban,  

• Threat to India’s development in Afghanistan 

• Increase in terrorism 

• As Afghanistan is the gateway to Central Asia, the deal might dampen India’s interest in Central Asia. 

6+2+1 group (May 2020) 

United Nations held a meeting of the “6+2+1” group on regional efforts to support peace in Afghanistan.  

• Six neighbouring countries: China, Iran, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan 

• Two global players the United States and Russia 

•  Afghanistan itself. 

India -not invited 

 

Reason  

• India holds no “boundary” with Afghanistan.  

Counter 

• India share its territory borders with Afghanistan (along Wakhan Corridor) and is currently under Pakistan’s 

illegal occupation. 

USA President’s New Peace Initiative:  

• Delay in Withdrawal of Troops: This peace plan has kept open the possibility that the USA troops, currently 

deployed in Afghanistan, might stay on for a longer time.  

• Under the earlier USA- Taliban Deal, the USA had promised to withdraw all troops by May, 2021. 

• The USA is pressing the Taliban to accept an immediate agreement to reduce violence for 90 days that will 

provide the space for the peace initiative. 

• The USA will not be “dictating terms” to the Afghan parties, but facilitating an inclusive interim government. 

• The USA is asking Turkey to convene a meeting of the government in Kabul (capital of Afghanistan) and the 

Taliban to finalise a peace settlement. 

• The USA asked the United Nations to convene a meeting of the foreign ministers from China, Russia, Pakistan, 

Iran, India and the United States to develop a “unified approach” to peace in Afghanistan. 

About 

• The NITI Aayog recently circulated a discussion paper on proposed revision on NFSA 2013 . 

• Recommended reducing the rural and urban coverage under the NFSA 60% and 40% respectively. (Currently 

75% and 50%) 

• Proposed revision of beneficiaries as according to latest population (currently done through census 2011) 

Past schemes 

 

Targeted Public Distribution System-1997- 

• Panchayats, Self-help Groups, Co-operatives, Individuals are given ‘license’ to open fair price shops / 
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Antyodaya Anna Yojana (2000)  

• to give 35 kg subsidized grains per poorest of poor family per month. 

National Food Security Act 2013  

• converted above scheme entitlements into ‘legal rights’ 

About 

National Food Security Act 2013 

• It’s a Central Sector Scheme 

• States shortlist the beneficiaries & sell them foodgrains  

• 75% rural population is covered 

• 50% urban population is covered.  

Pregnant and lactating mothers (upto 6 months) 

• Take home ration of 600 Calories 

• Entitled to a free meal at the local Anganwadi (including their 0-6 years child) 

• Maternity benefits of min.₹6,000, in instalments 

6-14 aged children entitled to one free hot meal or ‘take home rations’ in Govt schools  

• Both BPL and (slightly) above poverty line (APL) families are covered 

• If State / UT doesn’t want may do Direct Benefit Transfer (Chandigarh, Puducherry) 

• If State / UT can’t provide food within stipulated time / quantity then they’ve to pay food security allowance 

• States required to form State Food Commissions for monitoring / implementation. 

• The eldest woman in the household (aged 18/>) shall be considered the head of the household for issuing 

ration card. 

About MGKAY 

• MGKAY is a part of Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Package (PMGKP) to help the poor fight the battle against 

Covid-19. 

• The scheme is aimed at providing each person who is covered under the National Food Security Act with an 

additional 5 kg grains (wheat or rice) for free, in addition to the 5 kg of subsidised foodgrain already provided 

through the Public Distribution System (PDS). 

• The beneficiaries are also entitled to 1 kg of pulse for free, according to regional preferences. 

Shanta Kumar committee (2015) 

• Reduce the number of beneficiaries under the Food Security Act—from the current 67 per cent to 40 per cent. 

• Stop bonuses on minimum support price (MSP) paid by states to farmers 

• Allow private players to procure and store food grains. 

• FCI should involve itself in full-fledged grains procurement only in those states which are poor in procurement. 

• Abolishing levy rice: Under levy rice policy, government buys certain percentage of rice (varies from 25 to 75 per 

cent in states) from the mills compulsorily, which is called levy rice. Mills are allowed to sell only the remainder 

in the open market. 
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• Deregulate fertiliser sector and provide cash fertilizer subsidy of Rs 7,000 per hectare to farmers. 

• outsource of stocking of grains 

Food Corporation of India (FCI)  

• PSU under the Department of Food & Public Distribution, Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public 

Distribution. 

• Statutory body set up in 1965 under the Food Corporations Act 1964 

• Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP) was created in 1965 to recommend remunerative prices to 

farmers. 

Objective of FCI 

• To undertake purchase, store, move/transport, distribute and sell food grains and other foodstuffs 

• To ensure availability, accessibility and affordability of food grains to all people 

• To maintain satisfactory level of operational buffer stocks of food grains. 

Economic Cost of Food grains 

• Cost incurred by FCI for the procurement of food grains is referred to as Economic Cost of Food grains.  

Components  

• Pooled cost of grains (weighted MSP of stock of food grains) 

• Procurement incidentals (Labour charges, Transport charges, storage cost etc.)  

• Cost of distribution 

Central Issue Price  

• Price at which centre allocates food grains to the states.   

• It can be considered as the price at which food grains are sold through the network of fair price shops. Eg it is 

Rs 1/2/3 per kg for nutri-cereals/wheat/rice respectively.  

Issues 

 

Infrastructure 

• Open-Ended Procurement 

• Buy any quantity of wheat and rice from any farmer who comes forward to sell. 

First in First out principle (FIFO) 

• Grain that has been procured earlier needs to be distributed first to ensure that older stocks are liquidated, both 

across years and even within a particular year.  

o It is time for the FCI to suspend this strategy, if it has not already, that enables movement that costs 

least time, money and effort. 

Issues 

 

Lack of Proactive Liquidation Policy 

• The current system of liquidation of excess stocks through the Open Market Sale Scheme (Domestic) or through 

export markets is extremely slow. 

CAG report 2019 
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• Slammed the government over off-budget financing. Examining finances from 2016-17, the CAG specifically 

cited FCI as an example. 

• The difference between the cost of procurement of foodgrains and the cost of providing them to fair price 

shops is what FCI demands from the government as a subsidy.  

• When the budget allocation for a financial year is not sufficient to clear all the dues of the food subsidies bill 

raised by FCI, the dues of such subsidies are carried over to the next financial year. 

In order to cover financial requirements arising out of the subsidy arrears, FCI resorts to a number of methods in 

different years such as Bonds (Rs 13,000 crore), unsecured short-term loans (Rs 40,000 crore), National Small Saving 

Funds (NSSF) Loans (Rs 70,000 crore) etc. 

 

What are off-budget borrowings? 

• Off-budget borrowings are loans that are taken not by the Centre directly, but by another public institution that 

borrows on the directions of the central government. 

• Such borrowings are used to fulfill the government’s expenditure needs. 

• Such borrowings are a way for the Centre to finance its expenditures while keeping the debt off the books — so 

that it is not counted in the calculation of fiscal deficit. 

• But since the liability of the loan is not formally on the Centre, the loan is not included in the national fiscal 

deficit. This helps keep the country’s fiscal deficit within acceptable limits. 

Fiscal Deficit  

• Fiscal Deficit is the difference between the total income of the government and its total expenditure.  

• A fiscal deficit situation occurs when the government’s expenditure exceeds its income 

National Small Savings Fund (NSSF)  

• Established in 1999 within the Public Account of India for pooling the money from different small saving 

schemes (SSSs).  

• Collections from all small savings schemes are credited to the NSSF. 

• Similarly, withdrawals under small savings schemes by the depositors are made out of this Fund.  

• The money in the account is used by the centre and states to finance their fiscal deficit.  

• The balance in the Fund is invested in Central and State Government Securities.  

• Pattern of utilization of the fund among the centre and states is decided from time to time by the Government 

of India.  

Small savings instruments can be classified under three heads:  

• Postal deposits (comprising savings account, recurring deposits, time deposits of varying maturities and 

monthly income scheme), 

• Savings certificates like: National Small Savings Certificate(NSC) and Kisan Vikas Patra (KVP) 

• Social security schemes like: Public Provident Fund (PPF) and Senior Citizens‘ Savings Scheme(SCSS) 

Solution 

 

Shanta Kumar 
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• FCI should accept only the surplus (after deducting the needs of the states under NFSA) from these state 

governments to be moved to deficit states like Eastern Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, West Bengal, Assam etc. 

• The central government can incentivise states to follow Decentralized Procurement Scheme (DCP). 

• FCI should outsource its stocking operations. 

• There is a need for a transparent liquidation policy. 

• Farmer producer organisations (FPOs) have been at the forefront of rebuilding the inefficient supply chains.  

• To rope in expertise to manage the logistics to support supply chain management. 

Food subsidy for 2021-22  

• Jumped 1.1 times to Rs 2.42 lakh crore from Rs 1.15 lakh crore in BE 2020-21 

Fertiliser subsidy  

• Increased 88 percent during 2020-21 to Rs 133,947 crore  

• A major reason for this is not raising the basic maximum retail price (MRP) of urea since 2010. 

  

Fuel subsidy 

• Owing to a decline in international crude oil prices and drop in product prices globally, liquefied petroleum gas 

and kerosene subsidy for 2021-22 was 68 percent lower than BE of 2020-21 at Rs 12,995 crore 

Problems in Food Subsidy Delivery 

• During the three years, the quantity of food grains drawn by States (annually) hovered around 60 million tonnes 

to 66 million tonnes.  

• Compared to the allocation, the rate of drawal was 91% to 95%.  

• As the National Food Security Act (NFSA), which came into force in July 2013, enhanced entitlements (covering 

two-thirds of the country’s population), this naturally pushed up the States’ drawal.  

• Based on an improved version of the targeted Public Distribution System (PDS), the law requires the authorities 

to provide to each beneficiary 5 kg of rice or wheat per month.  

  

Covid impact 

• For this financial year (2020-21) which is an extraordinary year on account of the COVID-19 pandemic, the 

revised estimate of the subsidy has been put at about ₹4.23-lakh crore, excluding the extra budgetary resource 

allocation of ₹84,636 crore. 

• Importantly, the government has decided to abandon the practice of extra budgetary resource allocation and 

include in the food subsidy amount itself. 

Issue prices and politics 

• It is against this backdrop that the Survey has hinted at an increase in the Central Issue Price (CIP), which has 

remained at ₹2 per kg for wheat and ₹3 per kg for rice for years, though the NFSA, even in 2013, envisaged a 

price revision after three years.  
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• Variation in the retail issue prices of rice and wheat, from nil in States such as Karnataka and West Bengal for 

Priority Households (PHH) and Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY) ration card holders, ₹1 in Odisha for both 

categories of beneficiaries to ₹3 and ₹2 in Bihar for the two categories. 

• Mere increase in the CIPs of rice and wheat without a corresponding rise in the issue prices by the State 

governments would only increase the burden of States. 

Solution 

• Revisit NFSA norms and coverage.  

• An official committee in January 2015 called for decreasing the quantum of coverage under the law, from the 

present 67% to around 40%.  

• For all ration cardholders drawing food grains, a “give-up” option, as done in the case of cooking gas cylinders, 

can be made available.  

• Even though States have been allowed to frame criteria for the identification of PHH cardholders, the Centre 

can nudge them into pruning the number of such beneficiaries.  

• As for the prices, the existing arrangement of flat rates should be replaced with a slab system. Barring the 

needy, other beneficiaries can be made to pay a little more for a higher quantum of food grains. 

• The rates at which these beneficiaries have to be charged can be arrived at by the Centre and the States 

through consultations. These measures, if properly implemented, can have a salutary effect on retail prices in 

the open market.  

• Other steps like end-to-end computerisation of operations, digitisation of data of ration cardholders, seeding of 

Aadhaar, and automation of fair price shops.  

• A revamped, need-based PDS is required not just for cutting down the subsidy bill but also for reducing the 

scope for leakages. Political will should not be found wanting.  

• Replacing Targeted Public Distribution System (TPDS) with Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) of food subsidy. 

• Aadhar and introduction of Biometrics was recommended to plug leakages in PDS. Such transfers could be 

linked to Jan Dhan accounts. 

Enabling the Business of Agriculture (EBA) 2019 –World bank 

• Among 101 countries covered, India ranked 49 on the EBA aggregate score 

Indicators 

• The indicators are supplying seed, registering fertilizer, securing water, registering machinery, sustaining 

livestock, protecting plant health, trading food, and accessing finance 

• These indicators measure the strength of a country’s agricultural regulatory environment pertaining to market 

integration and entrepreneurship in agriculture 

• EBA measures the extent to which government regulatory systems in 101 countries worldwide make it easier for 

their farmers to operate agricultural activities.. 

India lags behind its close competitors in world agriculture, namely China, Brazil, and the Russian Federation  

Poor performance 

• India has the weakest performance on five out of eight indicators.  
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• They are registering fertilizer and machinery, securing water, sustaining livestock, and protecting plant health 

indicators.  

• Registering fertilizer and machinery indicators measure domestic laws and regulations that provide farmers 

access to fertilizer and agricultural machinery.  

• The regulatory processes that help farmers make appropriate decisions regarding the level of investment in 

irrigation are measured by securing water indicator.  

• Sustaining livestock indicator captures the quality of regulations affecting farmers’ access to livestock farming 

inputs.  

• The quality of legislation on phytosanitary standards (SPS) is captured through the protecting plant health 

indicator.  

Impact 

• Inadequate access to quality agricultural inputs such as fertilizers, water, and mechanical power can cause 

productivity loss, higher cost of food production and uncertainty, and lower capacity of farmers to produce 

surpluses, adopt new plant varieties and accept new opportunities to improve their income.  

Seed supply 

• The comparative score of India on supplying seed, trading food, and accessing finance indicators is high.  

• Supplying seed indicator evaluates laws and regulations that ensure timely release of seed to farmers. A robust 

seed supply system is required for improving yield and adopting new crop varieties.  

Other 

• The trading food indicator assesses laws and regulations that facilitate exporting of farm products by farmers.  

• The regulatory framework on the use of warehouse receipts is assessed using accessing finance indicator 

• A robust warehouse receipts system enables the farmers to obtain the credit needed to invest in agriculture.  

• Warehouse receipt operators accept deposits of crops and provide warehouse receipts to farmers as evidence 

of deposited crops. By using warehouse receipts as collateral, farmers can receive credit. 

Observation 

• The EBA project results reveal that, compared to its close competitors, the strength of India’s agricultural 

regulatory environment is weak on the whole and with respect to key performance indicators.  

On March 5, the Indian media carried news reports, based on remarks by Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison, that 

the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue, known briefly as Quad, would soon meet at summit level, thus signalling the 

importance attached to this grouping by the Biden administration.  

The Quad, which comprises the U.S., Japan, Australia and India, had in February been described by the U.S. State 

Department as having “essential momentum and important potential”. 

China angle 

• India’s engagement with the Quad goes back to China’s expanding footprint in South Asia and the Indian 

Ocean Region over the last few years.  

• China’s ambitious Belt and Road Initiative, proposing logistical connectivity across Eurasia and the Indian Ocean, 

rang alarm bells in India as the projects were viewed as encroachments into India’s strategic space 

India in the Quad 
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• The U.S.’s focus on the west Pacific due to aggressive Chinese maritime activity gradually pulled India into the 

ambit of the Indo-Pacific that views the western Pacific and the Indian Ocean as an integrated geopolitical 

space 

• India’s involvement with the Quad was initially cautious due to its reluctance to join an overt anti-China 

coalition. For instance, at the Shangri La Dialogue in June 2018, Prime Minister Narendra Modi described the 

Indo-Pacific as a “geographical definition” and firmly denied it was a “strategy” or a “club of limited members … 

directed against any country”. Despite this, in September 2019, India agreed to elevate the Quad platform to 

ministerial level 

• India is the only Quad member that is not in the west Pacific and the only one that shares an undemarcated 

3,500-km land border with China.  

• From April 2020, Indian and Chinese forces had their latest border face-off in Ladakh, abruptly ending a long 

period of productive relations. 

• In 2020 China became India’s number one trade partner, with two-way trade at $77 billion. Again, China-U.S. 

trade continues to favour China — American investors hold $1 trillion of Chinese equity, and 75% of U.S. 

companies in China say they will continue to invest there. 

Significance of Quad for India 

• Defence-spending: China’s spending on defence is more than the collective spending of India Japan Australia. 

Entry of US will provide heavyweight to the alliance. 

• Challenges on the continental sphere: China is neither keen on ending the ongoing border stalemate nor 

reinstating the status quo with India as of March 2020.  

• Joining Quad will strengthen India’s position in the maritime sphere Vis-à-vis China. 

• India holds the responsibility to act as the net security provider in the Indian Ocean region. India along with 

likeminded countries needs to counter China’s String of Pearls strategy and ‘debt-trap’ diplomacy. 

Issues 

• The Quad has a core structural problem as well in that it pivots around the U.S. The U.S. is a super-power with 

global interests, but it is also self-centred in defining and pursuing its interests, even as its policies experience 

major shifts due to government change or domestic lobbies.  

• Trustworthiness of US: At present, political discourse in Washington is hostile to alliance-making. Thus, any 

military alliance offered by US may not translate into reality 

• No clarity on objectives of Quad 

• Individual visions of the Indo-Pacific: The Indo-pacific system, as muted by Quad is not clear. British empire 

never managed to combine the Indo and the Pacific into a unitary system It would be difficult to align the 

combined vision of the grouping with that of their individual visions regarding Indo-Pacific. 

Resetting alignments, policies 

• Ladakh also offers some valuable lessons for India.  

• One, the rebuilding of ties with China will have to be a priority concern. Though it will take time for trust to be 

restored, what will help will be for India to dilute its focus on the Indo-Pacific and the Quad and accept that the 

borders and the Indian Ocean are where its crucial interests lie. 
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• Two, the Ladakh experience has highlighted certain deficiencies at home: the government appears to be largely 

focused on reshaping the national ethos on the basis of a narrow and exclusive political ideology that has raised 

doubts about India’s continued commitment to democratic pluralism. It hardly needs reiteration that India’s 

capacities can only be built by a united people committed to the national cause. 

• Ladakh also offers some valuable lessons for India.  

• Finally, foreign policy cannot be a part-time concern of the national leadership; in terms of priority and 

attention, it should be on a par with domestic affairs. While this approach is being corrected, it should also be 

noted that India’s foreign policy has often been ad hoc, reactive and short term, reflecting the absence of a 

broad strategic culture.  

• As the global scenario gets more complex and India’s ambitions increase, a cohesive strategic vision would give 

substance and drive to India’s pursuit of its interests over the long term 

Way Forward 

• Need to better explain the Indo-Pacific Vision in an overarching framework with the objective of advancing 

everyone’s economic and security interests.  

• India should pitch for countries like Indonesia, Singapore to be invited to join in the future. 

• Need for a Maritime Doctrine on the Indo-Pacific which would ideate on the current and future maritime 

challenges, consolidate its military and non-military tools, engage its strategic partners. 
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