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• Tension grew over time between the residents of Great Britain’s 13 North American Colonies and the colonial 

Government, which resulted in a full-fledged war by 1775 in which Americans defeated the British in American 

Revolutionary War, thus becoming United States of America. The causes of this extraordinary situation were – 

o Political Causes 

▪ No Representatives of Colonies in British Parliament and taxation without Representation - The 

colonies were given no representation in the British Parliament and upon that they were heavily 

taxed, which in turn led to increased resentment among the people of America and led to the 

use of slogan ‘No Taxation without Representation’ 

o Economic Causes 

▪ Inefficient Policies, Export Limitations, Restrictions in Industrialisation - all these acts prevented 

the economic development of colonies and the Stamp Duty which was imposed in 1765 led to 

widespread violent protest such as Boston Tea Party.  

o Ideological Causes 

▪ Enlightenment Philosophers like Locke, Harrington and Milton spread the ideas that all people 

have inalienable rights that no Government should be allowed to infringe which was in direct 

contrast with oppressive British rule and upon that inequalities of British society was despised by 

many philosophers like Thomas Paine and Thomas Jefferson. 

• Enlightenment Philosophers like Locke, Harrington and Milton spread the ideas that all people has inalienable 

rights that no Government should be allowed to infringe which was in direct contrast with oppressive British rule 

and upon that inequalities of British society was despised by many philosophers like Thomas Paine and Thomas 

Jefferson. 
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• The decline of the Mughal Empire cannot be attributed to a one-off event, but a series of events and decisions 

that led to contraction and finally the decline of the mighty empire. They can be grouped as follows:  

o  Deterioration of land relations: Unlike Akbar, who payed his officials directly from state treasury, Shah 

Jahan and Aurangzeb opted for jagirs (temporary land allotment) and Paibaqi (revenue from reserved 

lands which was sent to the central treasury). This culminated in a constant clash of interest between the 

nobles at Emperor’s court and zamindars.  

o Emergence of regional powers: Lack of able administrators after the death of Aurangzeb and infighting 

between the successors weakened the imperial control resulting in emergence of regional kingdoms such 

as Sikhs, Marathas, Afghans etc.  

o Selfish struggle of nobles: In order to sustain their power, they had surreptitious relations with regional 

governors, zamindars and other chieftains. Factions such as Sayyed Brothers, emerged who tried to place 

weak and puppet rulers to the throne.  

o  No initiative at Modernisation: Cultural developments did overshadow technological advancements in 

the realm of military, manufacture of weapons, regulating commerce and even shipbuilding. The 

Europeans were way too advanced on these fronts.  

o Lack of control over the bankers of the state: Absence of regulations led to increasing involvement of 

banking firms in revenue collections at regional and local levels. In contrast to their earlier policies, they 

extended trade and credit transactions to newcomers, the Dutch and the English. Jagat Seths (Imperial 

Treasurers) helped East India Company overthrow Nawab Sirajuddaula. 

o Role of Aurangzeb 

▪ Deccan Campaign: Unlike Akbar, who assimilated Rajputs, Aurangzeb was unable to effectively 

assimilate Maratha, Bedar, Gond or Telugu warrior chiefs. It resulted in intensified disorder and 

defiance of imperial authority.  

▪ Religious Policy: Religious orthodoxy, demolition of some temples, persecution of Hindus and 

re imposition of Jaziya adversely affected the social cohesion.  

▪ Rajput Policy: Although Rajputs were in the service of the empire, yet states like Marwar and 

Mewar turned into fierce enemies, diverting a lot attention. Death of Jai Singh and Jaswant Singh 

closed the channel of communication between Mughals and Rajputs 

• The Mughal empire even in its decline lasted for 150 years. Despite all the above and many other factors such as 

monetary crisis and jagirdari crisis, the empire did not fall, but was simply swallowed by a larger political 

organisation, the East India Company.  
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• The basic philosophy of the Jainas was already in existence in north India before the birth of Vardhamana, who 

came to be known as Mahavira, in the sixth century BCE. According to Jaina tradition, Mahavira was preceded by 

23 other teachers or tirthankaras. Their main teachings are – 

o The entire world is animated: even stones, rocks and water have life. (Shyadavada)  

o Non-injury to living beings, especially to humans, animals, plants and insects, is central to Jaina 

philosophy. There is great emphasis on ahimsa.  

o The cycle of birth and rebirth is shaped through karma. Asceticism and penance are required to free 

oneself from the cycle of karma. This can be achieved only by renouncing the world; therefore, monastic 

existence is a necessary condition of salvation.  

o Jaina monks and nuns take five vows re – 

▪ Ahimsa: Non-injury to a living being 

▪ Satya: Do not speak a lie 

▪ Asteya: Do not steal 

▪ Aparigraha: Do not acquire property 

▪ Brahmacharya: Observe continence 

• The lessons of these teaching when translated into social context would make up a better society in ways such 

as- 

o Anektanavada - Absence of dogmatism or fanaticism, Honouring the freedom of others and Peaceful 

coexistence and cooperation.  

o  Ahimsa - gains prominence in today’s nuclear world to attain long-lasting peace in society, The concept 

of Ahimsa can also help to counter growing violence and terrorism.  

o  Aparigraha (non-possession)- can help to control consumerist habits as there is a great increase in greed 

and possessive tendencies., Global warming also can be healed with this thought by doing away with 

unwanted luxuries, which produce carbon emissions. 
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• At the time of Independence, India was fragmented into 543 princely states and provinces of British Indian states 

and right after the succession of principalities into the Indian Union, the question of the criteria of integrating 

these kingdoms and provinces into feasible administrative units came up.  

• The idea of reorganising the states on the basis of linguistic criteria was rejected by Dhar Commission and then 

JVP commission, however in 1953, States Reorganisation Commission (Fazl Ali Commission), allowed the linguistic 

criteria in principle, while giving primacy to administrative convenience. 

•  On Critical Note, the formation of linguistic states has acted both in favour and against the cause of Indian Unity 

as follows – 

o It ended the ever-growing tendencies and growing centrifugal pressure that would have balkanised the 

country on the basis of language.  

o Led to development of vernacular languages and imparting of education in local languages, thus overall 

facilitating the literacy rate of the country and an informed and an educated citizen is always a better 

citizen.  

o Led to fulfilment of aspirations of people to have autonomous political units for governance therefore 

strengthening the unity of the country. 

o  Enabled the preservation of local customs, culture, and festivals. Over time, the people of India have 

come to cherish the myriad customs of different states. 

• On the other side of the coin, it has led to – 

o Rise of Regionalism - Linguistic states have strengthened the political narrative of certain sections that 

allowed them to propagate regionalism, thus promoting the sense of separate identity against the unity 

and integrity of the nation.  

o Rise in the number of interstate disputes - Today Language has become an issue of dispute between 

states, Linguistic minorities have been considered alien and their rights are being suppressed. Infighting 

takes place between sections of people on the issue of language and core of Indian unity becomes 

endangered. 

• Since language has played both the roles of being for and against the unity of the nation, therefore need of the 

hour today, is to play a fine balance between the centripetal and centrifugal forces of unity and at the same time 

balancing the centralising features of unity with the decentralised virtue of Indian federalism. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://t.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com/


• The reign period of Ranjit Singh is considered as the ‘Golden Period’ of the Sikh History, the story of this empire 

began when Ranjit Singh, a 19 year old captured Lahore in 1799 and progressively in 1801 was crowned as the 

Emperor of Punjab, upto his death till 1839 his empire was regarded as one of the best symbolising integrity, 

secularism, and the one which uploads the virtues of justice and liberty.  

• However, within six years of his death, however the picture was utterly transformed, Ranjit Singh erstwhile allies, 

the British were at war with his heirs, and four years later in March 1849, the East India Company subjected his 

entire kingdom to its rule. The reasons which lies behind such a messy fall of empire are – 

o Character of inheritors - Henry Lawrence (British Resident at Lahore in 1846) novel portrayed the 

Maharaja’s eldest sons variously as an ‘imbecile’ and ‘dissolute vagabond’ and generally as being “far 

from clever”. Thus, clearly, they lacked the stature to stabilise and uphold such a huge empire.  

o  Political division and Internal mismanagement after the death of Ranjit Singh and upon that the betrayal 

by Dogras proved to be a nail in the coffin and this opportunity was used by the British East India 

company to launch Anglo Sikh Wars.  

o Inefficient war plans and weaponry to fight against the modern British army.  

o Withdrawal of Sikh forces from war at Ferozhah are contentious - Some believe that it was treachery of 

the non-Sikh high command of their own army which led to them marching away from a British force in 

a precarious and battered state. Others believe that a tactical withdrawal was the best policy. 

• Thus, the Sikh Empire was finally dissolved at the end of the Second Anglo Sikh war and this fall of empire within 

10 years of the death of Maharaja Ranjit Singh completed the masterplan of capturing of whole of India by the 

British East India company. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://t.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://t.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com/

