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1. Geography
1.1.Rice Export
Rice Export Promotion Forum (REPF)

• It will monitor, identify and anticipate developments pertaining to rice production and exports and
recommend necessary policy measures.

• Its objective is to identify, document particulars and reach out to stakeholders across the entire

production/ supply chain of export of rice for increasing these exports signi cantly to the global
market.

• It

will comprise representatives from the rice industry, exporters, and of cials from APEDA,
Commerce Ministry, Agriculture Ministry and Directors of Agriculture from major rice producing
states such as West Bengal, Uttar Pradesh, Punjab, Haryana etc.

APEDA

• It

has been set up under the aegis of the Agricultural and Processed Foods Export Promotion
Development Authority (APEDA).

• Agricultural

and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority (APEDA) is an ApexExport Trade Promotion Active government body set up by the Ministry of Commerce and Industry.

• It

was established under the Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development
Authority Act, 1985.

Note

• Import of Sugar
• India is the second largest producer of rice in the world
Applications

• GS 1
• GS 3
• Some points about Agriculture
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2. History
2.1.Shaheed Bhagat Singh

• The freedom

ghter, who needs no Introduction and Probably the most famous one in India after

Gandhiji.

• His feelings of patriotism were not only restricted against British rule but also towards the division of
India on communal lines.

• As

an individual, his political and social bent of mind matched to that of Socialist and Marxist
ideologies which further brought revolutionary Ideas to his mind.

Points to Remember

• Born

- September 1907, in the Lyallpur district of Punjab
Province of British India. (now in Pakistan)

• Since

his childhood, he family was actively participating in
freedom movement and politics and therefore participated in
different movements for attaining India’s independence.

• Attended DAV High School, an Arya Samaj Institution and did

not attend the Khalsa High School in Lahore, unlike most of his
Sikh peers, as his grandfather Arjun Singh did not approve the
school of cials’ loyalty to the British Government.

• Bhagat Singh revered Kartar Sing Sarabha, who was a founding member of the Gadhar Party, which is
known to have set the foundation for the future revolutionary movements in India.

• In 1919, at the age of 12 years, Bhagat Singh visits the site of Jallianwala Bagh massacre hours after

thousands of unarmed people were killed by troops of British Army under the command of Colonel
Reginald Dyer.
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• In 1923, He joined National College in Lahore

and after that started his journey of working as
writer and editor for Punjabi and Urdu
newspapers in Amritsar.

• In

1926, Joined the ‘Naujawan Bharat Sabha’
and joined the ‘Hindustan Republican
Association’ where he met prominent revolutionaries like Chandra Shekhar Azad and Ram Prasad
Bismil.

• During his college days, Bhagat Singh worked for Ganesh Shankar Vidyarthi in the newspaper Pratap
Press in Kanpur for some months.

• In 1925, He went to Delhi and started publishing the Daily ‘Veer Arjun’ Newspaper for 6 months.
• Bhagat Singh then joined Hindustan Republican Association and became one of its chief leaders and

due to his ideological bent towards socialism, the name of the organisation was changed to Hindustan
Socialist Reublican Association.

• In April 1926, Bhagat Singh established contact with Sohan Singh Josh and through him the 'Workers

and Peasants Party' which brought out the monthly magazine Kirti in Punjabi. For the next year
Bhagat Singh worked with Josh and joined the editorial board of Kirti.

• In 1927, he was

rst arrested on charges of association with the Kakori Case accused for an article
written under the pseudonym Vidrohi (Rebel). He was also accused of being responsible for a bomb
explosion at Lahore during the Dussehra fair.

“Dear Father,
My life has been dedicated for serving the nation, I cannot get married as I have no intention to achieve worldly
pleasures when my motherland is suffering. I have a responsibility to save the 30 crore citizens of my country as
they are in great distress. So, I am leaving to achieve Swaraj for my country. I hope you will allow me to do this
small contribution for my motherland. Your Son Bhagat

• He was a voracious reader, he enjoyed the works

of Karl Marx, Vladimir Lenin, and Mikhail
Bakunin.

• Initially,

Bhagat Singh supported Mahatma
Gandhi and Non- Cooperation Movement.
However after Gandhiji withdrew Non
Cooperation movement in the wake of Chauri
Chaura incident, Bhagat Singh turned to
revolutionary nationalism.

• During the protests against the Simon Commission, Lala Lajpat Rai was lathi charged and later died
due to the injuries, in order to avenge the death of Lalaji Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev and Rajguru shot
dead a police of cer by the name of John Saunders, whom they had mistaken for British Police
superintendent James Scott, who was the real target.

• After

publicly announcing avenging Lalaji’s death, Bhagat resurfaced along with an associate
Battukeshwar Dutt.
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• In

April 1929, they set off two explosive
devices inside the Central Legislative
Assembly in Delhi at that time when Public
Safety Bill and Trade dispute bills were
being passed in the assembly. After
explosion allowed themselves to be
arrested, while shouting famous slogans:”
Inquilab Zindabaad” or “Long Live the
Revolution”.

• In connection with the Lahore Conspiracy

Case, Bhagat Singh along with others was
sent Jail. While in Prison also he focused his
energies towards demanding and seeking
better living conditions for the inmates and
at par that of British offenders and
launched a hunger strike.

• The

strike ended with Das’ death from
starvation in September 1929 and the
Britishers were forced to accept the
Demands.

• In 1930, Bhagat Singh wrote an essay ‘Why I Am an Atheist’ when he was in Lahore Central-jail
• He was sentenced to be hanged on 24 March 1931, but it was brought forward by 11 hours to 23
March 1931 at 7.30 PM.

• “They may kill me, but not my ideas. They can crush my body, but will not be able to crush my spirits”
-Bhagat Singh

• Bhagat Singh wanted himself to be shot dead instead of being hanged - In his letter he mentioned that

- “Since I was arrested during the war. Therefore, I cannot be punished for hanging. Let me be thrown
in to the mouth of a canon”.

• After

hanging, their bodies were carried away secretly
through backdoor of the Jail and late at night, the authorities
reached the Satluj river banks in Ferozpure where they burnt
the bodies of the three revolutionaries.

• Jawahar Lal Nehru wrote about him - “Bhagat Singh did not

become popular because of his act of terrorism, but because
he seemed to vindicate, for the moment, the honour of Lala
Lajpat Rai, and through him, of the nation. He became a
symbol; the act was forgotten, the symbol remained, and within a few months each town and village
of the Punjab, and to a larger extent in the rest of India, resounded with his name”

• In the memory of the martyrdom of the three brave sons of India the day ’23 March’ is celebrated
every year as ‘ martyr ’s day.

• On the 50th death anniversary of the trio, shaheed- e- Azam Sardar Bhagat Museum was opened in
Khatkar Kalan, his ancestral Village.
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3. Polity & Governance
3.1.The Government of National Capital Territory of Delhi
(Amendment ) Act, 2021
What is the status of Delhi?

• Delhi was granted special status through the 61st Constitutional Amendment Act 1991 that added
Article 239 AA.

• As per Article 239AA – Public Order, Police & Land in NCT of Delhi fall within the domain and control
of Central Government which shall have the power to make laws on these matters.

• For remaining matters of State List or Concurrent List, in so far as any such matter is applicable to
UTs, the Legislative Assembly shall have power to make laws for NCT of Delhi.

• It further provides a Legislative Assembly for the National Capital Territory of Delhi and the seats in
such Assembly shall be lled by members chosen by direct election from territorial constituencies in
the National Capital Territory.

Relationship between CoM and LG:

• Article 239 AA provides for a Council of Ministers consisting of not more than ten percent, of the

total number of members in the Legislative Assembly, with the Chief Minister at the head to aid and
advise the Lieutenant Governor in the exercise to his functions in relation to matters with respect to
which the Legislative Assembly has power to make laws, except in so far as he is, by or under any law,
required to act in his discretion.

• It further provides that in the case of difference of opinion between the Lieutenant Governor and his

Ministers on any matter, the Lieutenant Governor shall refer it to the President for decision and act
according to the decision given thereon by the President and pending such decision it shall be
competent for the Lieutenant Governor in any case where the matter, in his opinion, is so urgent that
it is necessary for him to take immediate action, to take such action or to give such direction in the
matter as he deems necessary.

What is the NCT Amendment Act 2021?

• The Government of National Capital Territory of Delhi (Amendment) Bill, 2021 was introduced by the

Ministry of Home Affairs to bring changes in the Government of National Capital Territory of Delhi
Act, 1991.

• The amendments, according to the 2021 Amendment Act, seek to promote “harmonious relations
between the legislature and the executive” and provide for rules made by the Legislative Assembly of
Delhi to be “consistent with the rules of the House of the People” or the Lok Sabha.

• The

amendment also seeks to de ne the responsibilities of the elected government and the
Lieutenant Governor along the constitutional scheme of governance of the NCT interpreted by the
Supreme Court in recent judgements such as by a ve judge Bench in 2018 and by a two judge bench
on the issue of services in 2019.

• Restriction on laws passed by the Assembly: The amendment provides that the term “government”
referred to in any law made by the Legislative Assembly will imply Lieutenant Governor (LG).
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• Rules of Procedure of the Assembly: The 1991 Act allows the Legislative Assembly to make Rules to

regulate the procedure and conduct of business in the Assembly. The amendment provides that such
Rules must be consistent with the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in the Lok Sabha.

• • Inquiry by the Assembly into administrative decisions: The amendment prohibits the Legislative
Assembly from making any rule to enable itself or its Committees to:

✓consider the matters of day-to-day administration of the NCT of Delhi and
✓conduct any inquiry in relation to administrative decisions.

• Further, the amendment provides that all such rules made before its enactment will be void.
• Assent to Bills: The 1991 Act requires the LG to reserve certain Bills passed by the Legislative
Assembly for the consideration of the President. These Bills are those:
✓which may diminish the powers of the High Court of Delhi,
✓ which the President may direct to be reserved,
✓dealing with the salaries and allowances of the Speaker, Deputy Speaker, and members of the
Assembly and the Ministers, or
✓relating to of cial languages of the Assembly or the NCT of Delhi.

• The amendment requires the LG to also reserve those Bills for the President which incidentally cover
any of the matters outside the purview of the powers of the Legislative Assembly.

• LG’s opinion for executive actions: The 1991 Act speci

es that all executive action by the government,
whether taken on the advice of the Ministers or otherwise, must be taken in the name of the LG. The
amendment adds that on certain matters, as speci ed by the LG, his opinion must be obtained before
taking any executive action on the decisions of the Minister/ Council of Ministers.
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4. Economy
4.1.Consolidated Sinking Fund
• A sinking fund is a kind of fund in which a

xed amount is
deposited at a regular interval. So the sinking fund is like a
recurring deposit.

• After some years this fund turns into a huge collection of funds

that are further used to repay the previous debt taken by the
government or a company.

Background

• The Fund was rst proposed by Tenth Finance Commission and was formed in the year 1999-2000,
• Initially, 11 States — Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Chhattisgarh, Goa, Maharashtra,
Meghalaya, Mizoram, Tripura, Uttaranchal and West Bengal — set up sinking funds.

• Later, the 12th Finance Commission (2005-10) recommended that all States should have sinking
funds for amortisation of all loans, including loans from banks, liabilities on account of NSSF National
Small Saving Fund), etc.

Features

• The fund should be maintained outside the consolidated fund of the States and the public account.
• It should not be used for any other purpose, except for redemption of loans.
• As per the scheme, State governments could contribute 1-3% of the outstanding market loans each
year to the Fund.

• The Fund is administered by the Central Accounts Section of RBI Nagpur.
• At present 23 states have set up consolidated sinking funds
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5. Environment & Ecology
5.1.Plastic Pollution
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6. Science & Technology
6.1.Asteroid Impact De ection Assessment (AIDA)
Method of Planetary defence

• Blowing up the asteroid before it reaches Earth,
• De ecting it off its Earth-bound course by hitting it with a spacecraft (AIDA)
• Joint mission of NASA & ESA
• De ect the orbit of the smaller body through an impact by one spacecraft.
• NASA is building the Double Asteroid Impact Test (DART) spacecraft for this
• DART spacecraft will be launch in 2021. It is planned to collide with the target in September 2022.
• ESA’s contribution is a mission called Hera, which will perform a close-up survey of the post-impact
asteroid

• Flying along with DART will be an Italian-made miniature CubeSat, called LICIACube (Nanosatellite),
to record the moment of impact.
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