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1. Geography 
1.1.Stars Project 

Strengthening Teaching-Learning And Results For States (Stars) Project  

• The Union Cabinet approved the STARS project under the new National Education Policy.  

• The overall focus and components of the STARS project are aligned with the objectives of National 

Education Policy (NEP) 2020 of Quality Based Learning Outcomes.  

• Implementation of the Strengthening Teaching-Learning and Results for States (STARS) project with a 

total project cost of Rs 5718 crore with the financial support of World Bank amounting to US $ 500 

million (approximately Rs. 3700 crore).  

• STARS project would be implemented as a new Centrally Sponsored Scheme under Department of 

School Education and Literacy, Ministry of Education. (MOE)  

• The project covers 6 States namely Himachal Pradesh, Rajasthan, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, 

Kerala and Odisha.  

• The identified States will be supported tor various interventions for improving the quality of 

education.  

• The STARS project seeks to support the states in developing, implementing, evaluating and improving 

interventions with direct linkages to improved education outcomes and school to work transition 

strategies for improved labour market outcomes.  

• The Project envisions improving the overall monitoring and measurement activities in the Indian 

School Education System through interventions in selected states. The project shifts focus from the 

provision of inputs and maintaining of outputs to actual outcomes by linking the receipt and 

disbursement of funds to these outcomes.  

The Stars Project Has Two Major Components 

• At the National level, the project envisages the following interventions which will benefit all states 

and UTs:  

✓To strengthen MOE’s national data systems to capture robust and authentic data on retention, 

transition and completion rates of students.  

✓To support MOE in improving states PGI scores by incentivizing states governance reform agenda 

through SIG (State Incentive Grants).  

• To support the strengthening of learning assessment systems.  

• Further, the STARS project includes a Contingency Emergency Response Component (CERC) under 

the National Component which would enable it to be more responsive to any natural, man-made and 

health disasters.  

• It will help the government respond to situations leading to loss of learning such as school closures/

infrastructure damage, inadequate facilities and use technology for facilitating remote learning etc.  

• The CERC component would facilitate the rapid re-categorization of financing and the utilization of 

streamlined financing request procedures.  
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• At the State level, the project envisages:  

✓Strengthening Early Childhood Education and Foundational Learning  

✓Improving Learning Assessment Systems  

• Strengthening classroom instruction and remediation through teacher development and school 

leadership  

• Governance and Decentralized Management for Improved Service Delivery.  

• Strengthening Vocational education in schools through mainstreaming, career guidance and 

counselling, internships and coverage of out of school children  

Some Of The Measurable Outcomes Of The Project Are  

• Increase in students achieving minimum proficiency in grade 3 language in selected states,  

• Improvement in secondary school completion rate,  

• Improvement in governance index scores  

• Strengthened learning assessment systems,  

• Strengthened school management by training of Head Teachers and Principals for improved 

education service delivery.  

• Improvement in the State level service delivery such as Strengthening planning and management 

capacities for decentralized management by training of BRCs and CRCs.  

• Partnerships developed to facilitate cross- learning between states  

Note 

• Setting up and support to the National Assessment Centre, PARAKH as an independent and 

autonomous institution under Department of School Education and Literacy, MOE.  

• PARAKH stands for Performance Assessment, Review, and Analysis of Knowledge for Holistic 

Development.  

• According to reports, PARAKH can is seen as a game changer as it will not only help states in offering 

quality standardised assessments, but also aid in providing regular data for improving quality.  

• All states will partner with one other state for sharing their experiences and best practices.  

Application 

• GS 1  

• GS 2  

• GS 3  

• GS 4  
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2. History 
2.1.Pathrughat Peasant Uprising 

Context  

• Type - Peasant Uprising which took place on January 28, 1894 in Assam.  

• Reason - Against the increase in land revenue levied by the colonial administration, when the military 

opened fire.  

Historical background 

• British Annexation of Assam happened in 1826, surveys of land were done throughout the length and 

breath of the country 

• In 1893, British Government decided to increase agricultural land tax by over 70-80 %.  

• Earlier the peasants were paying the taxes in kind, but now the British Government made it 

mandatory  to pay in cash , which led to further resentment. 

• Across Assam, peasants began protesting the move by organising Raij Mels, or peaceful  people’s 

convention 

• Although the gathering in Pathrughat was emocratic, but the British perceived them as “Breeding 

grounds for sedition” and opened fire.  

• One of the few occasions in the history of the pre-Congress, pan-Indian anti-imperialist movement, 

when, in the absence of a well defined leadership, the masses organised themselves to resist the 

autocratic designs of the British.  

Present Situation  

• Today a “martyrs column” stands where the incident took place — Patharughat, a small village in 

Assam’s Darrang district, 60 km northeast of Guwahati.  
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3. Polity & Governance 
3.1.Article 244 (A) and Tribal areas 

Article 244 (A) and Relevance for Tribal 

• What is Article 244 (A) of Constitution?  

✓Article 244 (A) allows for creation of an ‘autonomous state’ within Assam in certain tribal areas. It 

was inserted into the Constitution in 1969 by the Twenty second Constitutional Amendment Act 

by the then Congress government, it also has a provision for a Legislature and a Council of 

Ministers for that autonomous state with such powers and functions as defined by law.  

✓The 22nd Amendment further amended article 275 with regard to sums and grants payable to the 

autonomous State on and from its formation under article 244A.  

How is it different from 6th Schedule?  

• The Sixth Schedule of the Constitution - Articles 244(2) 

and 275(1) - is a special provision that allows for greater 

political autonomy and decentralised governance in 

certain tribal areas of the Northeast through 

autonomous councils that are administered by elected 

representatives.  

• In Assam, the hill districts of Dima Hasao, Karbi Anglong 

and West Karbi and the Bodo Territorial Region are 

under this provision. 

•  Article 244(A) accounts for more autonomous powers to tribal areas. Among these, the most 

important power is the control over law and order which is not available to autonomous councils 

under 6th Schedule.  

Background to Article 244 (A)  

• In the 1950s, a demand for a separate hill state arose around certain sections of the tribal population 

of undivided Assam.  

• In 1960, various political parties of the hill areas merged to form the All Party Hill Leaders 

Conference, demanding a separate state. After prolonged agitations, Meghalaya gained statehood in 

1972.  

• The leaders of the Karbi Anglong and North Cachar Hills were also part of this movement and were 

given the option to stay in Assam or join Meghalaya. They stayed back as the then Congress 

government promised more powers, including Article 244 (A).  

• Since then, there has been a demand for its implementation. In the 1980s, this demand took the form 

of a movement with a number of Karbi groups resorting to violence. It soon became an armed 

separatist insurgency demanding full statehood.  

• This came to an end in Feb 2021 with many insurgents laying down their arms. The demand for grant 

of ‘autonomous state’ status to the region still remains.  

 4
Available on App store 

 and Play Store
www.sleepyclasses.com 

Call 6280133177 

http://T.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GwPIKzTAtt8&t=453s


T.me/SleepyClasses

4. Economy 
4.1.Non- Fungible Token (NFT) 

What is an NFT ?  

• NFT stands for non-fungible token.  

• In economics, a fungible asset is something with units that can be readily interchanged - like money.  

• With money, you can swap a £10 note for two £5 notes and it will have the same value.  

• However, if something is non-fungible, this is impossible - it means it has unique properties so it 

cannot be interchanged with something else.  

• It could be a house, or a painting such as the Mona Lisa, which is one of a kind.  

• You can take a photo of the painting or buy a print but there will only ever be the one original painting.  

• NFTs are "one-of-a-kind" assets in the digital world that can be bought and sold like any other piece of 

property, but they have no tangible form of their own.  

• The digital tokens can be thought of as certificates of ownership for virtual or physical assets.  

How do NFTs work ?  

• Traditional works of art such as paintings are valuable because they are one of a kind.  

• But digital files can be easily and endlessly duplicated.  

• With NFTs, artwork can be "tokenised" to create a digital certificate of ownership that can be bought 

and sold.  

• As with crypto-currency, a record of who owns what is stored on a shared ledger known as the 

blockchain.  

• The records cannot be forged because the ledger is maintained by thousands of computers around 

the world.  

• NFTs can also contain smart contracts that may give the artist, for example, a cut of any future sale of 

the token.  

What's stopping people copying the digital art ?  

• Nothing. Millions of people have seen Beeple's art that sold for $69m and the image has been copied 

and shared countless times.  

• In many cases, the artist even retains the copyright ownership of their work, so they can continue to 

produce and sell copies.  

• But the buyer of the NFT owns a "token" that proves they own the "original" work.  

• Some people compare it to buying an autographed print.  

People are paying millions of dollars for tokens ?  

• Yes. It's as wild as it sounds.  
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How much are NFTs worth ?  

• In theory, anybody can tokenise their work to sell as an NFT but interest has been fuelled by recent 

headlines of multi- million-dollar sales. 

Some Examples ?  

• Gif of Nyan Cat - a 2011 meme  

Twitter's founder Jack Dorsey’s first-ever tweet  

• Christie's sale of an NFT by digital artist Beeple for $69m (£50m) set a new record for digital art  
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5.  Environment & Ecology 
5.1.Kolar Leaf Nosed Bat  

Introduction  

• The Kolar leaf-nosed bat (Hipposideros hypophyllus), or leafletted leaf-nosed bat is a species of bat in 

the family Hipposideridae.  

• It is endemic to India.  

• It is found in only one cave in Hanumanahalli village in 

Kolar district, Karnataka, and its population is less than 200 

individuals.  

• Very little is known about this bat, its ecology, w its diet, its 

behaviour and what would happen to it if the cropping 

pattern changes in the area in which it resides.  

Habitat  

• It is known from only one cave in Hanumanahalli village in 

the Kolar district of the stateof Karnataka in India.  

• Its natural habitats are subtropical or tropical dry forests 

and caves.  

• Subterranean caves are one of the most fragile and understudied habitats.  

• One, they are almost inaccessible, often buried underground with narrow openings in obscure places.  

• Two, they shelter unpopular creatures such as bats, beetles, roaches, and other insects that have been 

largely ignored in conservation efforts and plans.  

• However, these caves are extremely delicate and vulnerable to external changes, especially to human 

intervention.  

• Deforestation, construction of roads, quarrying, all destroy entire caves.  

• Since they largely go unnoticed, a habitat and many endemic species are often wiped out even before 

they are scientifically identified.  

Features  

• It is unique among the Hipposideros family as it has only one pair of supplementary leaflets around its 

nose leaf, compared to two found commonly.  

• This species has not been documented anywhere else after it was first described in 1994.  

IUCN Status 

• Critically Endangered  

✓There are petitions to have the bat protected 

under the Indian Wildlife Protection Act, as 

all bats in India are considered vermin with 

the exception of two species.   
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Conservation In India  

• The Kolar leaf-nosed bat is found in only one cave, and its population is less than 200 individuals.  

• Its single cave is not on protected land, and the species itself is not protected by Indian law.  

• Though, the government had notified the 30 acres around the caves as a protected area.  

• Any development work here, including construction of new infrastructure, will need the permission of 

the National Board for Wildlife.  

• Its habitat is under threat due to illegal granite mining.  

• Karnataka Forest Department, along with the Bat Conservation India Trust (BCIT), is on a war footing 

to save the remaining bats, which are endemic to the area, from extinction.  

• The BCIT, which has been entrusted with drawing up a conservation plan, has also been awarded a 

grant to conduct further research on this species of bats.  

• It has received funding from the Habitats Trust to carry out the project.  

Importance of Bats  

• They are least studied mammals in the country, though there are 130 species in India.  

• Bats are vital for the ecology as they are pollinators, their main diet being nectar.  

• Bats also help in insect control and therefore, help in the protection of crops.  

• They are very adaptable creatures and therefore can often be found near human habitation or even in 

urban settlements, which makes them vulnerable.  

• They have a bad image in the public eye, as carriers of diseases.  
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6. Science & Technology 
6.1.Nisar  

• NISAR short for NASA-ISRO Synthetic Aperture Radar 

✓SAR refers to a technique for producing high-resolution images 

✓The radar can penetrate clouds and darkness i.e., it can collect data day and night in any weather  

• It will detect movements of the planet’s surface as small as 0.4 inches over areas about half the size of 

tennis court  

• The satellite will be launched in 2022 from Sriharikota, India, into a near-polar orbit and will scan the 

globe every 12 days over the course of its three-year mission of imaging the Earth’s land, ice sheets 

and sea ice  

• NASA will provide one of the radars (L-band) for the satellite, a high-rate communication subsystem 

for science data, GPS receivers and a payload data subsystem  

• ISRO will provide the spacecraft bus (GSLV Mk-II), the second type of radar (called S-band radar), the 

launch vehicle and associated launch services  

• It is estimated to be the world’s most expensive Earth imaging satellite  

Primary Goals  

• Tracking subtle changes in the Earth’s surface. For e.g. impact on the ground when a lot of water is 

drawn from an underground aquifer  

• Spotting warning signs of imminent volcanic eruptions  

• Helping to monitor groundwater supplies and tracking the rate at which ice sheets are melting  

• Track changes in croplands, hazard sites and monitor crises such as volcanic eruptions  
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