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Click  here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

1. Environment  
1.1.Tilapia Lake Virus (TiLV)  

• Sreeja Lakshmi, a researcher in Tilapia, has been awarded a fellowship to study development of a 

vaccine to be used in aquaculture industry.  

Tilapia  

• Tilapia is the second largest farmed fish species after carp globally.  

• With such expansion there is risk of emergence of infectious diseases and tilapia lake virus (TiLV) 

infection has been shown to cause high mortalities in farmed tilapia over the last 4–5 years.  

• Even though this fish was introduced in India long back (in 1952) and there was a ban on tilapia in 

1959 by the fisheries research committee of India, recently tilapia farming was approved with certain 

conditions in some States.  

• Genetically improved tilapia (GIFT) farming was approved with some guidelines.  

Concerns  

• The Nile Tilapia was introduced to India during late 1970s.  

• In 2005, river Yamuna harboured only negligible quantity of Nile Tilapia, but in two years’ time, its 

proportion increased to about 3.5 per cent of total fish species in the river.  

• The Mozambique and the Nile tilapia were introduced into India to boost food security.  

• However, through both accident and intentional release, the species have established themselves 

through large sections of the country’s waterways  

• Creating a market for an invasive species like the tilapia, if not done with a clear understanding about 

their threat to local ecosystems and reasons for their eradication, can have serious consequences for 

natural ecosystems and ecosystem services  

TiLV (RNA)  

• Tilapia Lake Virus (TiLV) which is considered as a threat to global tilapia industry.  

• As per reports outbreaks of TiLV disease in farmed tilapia in two states, West Bengal and Kerala 

from India.  
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2. Science & Technology  
2.1.Crew-2 mission  

• Elon Musk-owned commercial rocket firm SpaceX along with the National Aeronautics and Space 

Administration (NASA) recently launched four astronauts into the International Space Station (ISS). 

NASA’s SpaceX Crew-2 mission consists of the first-ever crew propelled into orbit by a rocket 

booster recycled from a previous spaceflight.  

Crew-2  

• The mission consists of four astronauts namely, NASA (2) ,JAXA(1) and ESA (1)  

• The four astronauts of the Crew-2 mission will be joining the four members of the Crew-1 mission 

and spend about five days together on ISS before the Crew-1 team returns to Earth.  

• The Crew-1 mission was sent to ISS in November last year.  

• The Crew-2 members are expected to spend about six months aboard the orbiting space laboratory 

conducting science experiments and maintenance before returning to Earth after October 31  

• The Crew Dragon spacecraft can stay in orbit for at least 210 days, which is required by NASA.  

• The Falcon 9 rocket used in the Crew-2 mission was used to launch the Crew-1 into orbit five 

months ago, marking the first time a previously flown rocket booster has ever been re-used in a 

crewed launch.  

• The reusable booster is designed in a way that it flies itself back to Earth safely on separating from 

the rest of the rocket minutes after launch.  

International Space station  

• Collaboration between the U.S., Russia, the EU, Japan and Canada, and has played host to people from 

19 countries since its launch in 1998  

• The idea of the ISS was born in 1984 when Ronald Reagan, then the US President,  

• The first segment was launched on November 20, 1998 in a Russian proton rocket named Zarya 

(which means ‘sunrise’).  

• The first human expedition to the station was launched in a Soyuz TM 31 rocket from Baikonur 

Cosmodrome in Kazakhstan. This crew became the very first to inhabit the ISS — these were NASA 

astronaut Bill Shepard and Yuri Gidzenko and Sergei Krikalev from Roscosmos, who reached the 

station on November 2, 2000 and stayed for several months.  

• So far, 240 individuals from 19 countries have visited the ISS, including from Malaysia and the UAE. 

Most have been from the U.S., numbering 151; Russia has sent 48 people; Japan 9; Canada 8 and so 

on  

• If the ISS flies over your location a bit before sunrise or a bit after sunset, for those few minutes, it is 

usually the brightest object in the sky.  

What will Crew-2 do at the ISS?  

• Their central focus during this time will be to continue a series of Tissue Chips in Space studies.  
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Tissue Chips  

• are small models of human organs that contain multiple cell types that behave similarly to the 

human body.  

• According to NASA, these chips can potentially speed up the process of identifying safe and effective 

drugs and vaccines.  

• In addition, many changes occurring in the human body during spaceflight resemble the onset and 

progression of aging and diseases on Earth but occur much more quickly in microgravity  

• Therefore, scientists can use these tissue chips in space to study diseases that affect specific human 

organs, which would take months or years to develop on Earth.  

Experiments  

• The first experiments were those that studied the dynamics of cells under microgravity.  

• Study of how muscles work under long-term stay under low- gravity conditions. This is an 

experiment by ESA and observes biochemical properties of muscles under long-term exposure to 

spaceflight. This can help in developing rehabilitation both on Earth and in Space.  

• Another experiment mimics the way geckos attach themselves to surfaces, using an adhesive that has 

been shown to work in space. This can help devise methods for robots to attach themselves to 

surfaces and then to detach just the way geckos do.  

Physics experiments  

• Some of the early physical sciences experiments related to crystal growth.  

• The newer ones study the behaviour of free-flying soccer balls in microgravity.  

• More exotic sounding subjects include Janus particles, or particles that have two ‘faces’ with distinct 

properties — one side is hydrophobic and avoids water, while the other is hydrophilic and loves water.  

• Studying these in microgravity reveals the fundamental physics behind microparticle self- assembly 

and the kinds of colloidal structures that can be fabricated.  

Microgravity (Source NASA)  

• is the condition in which people or objects appear to be weightless.  

• Microgravity can be experienced in other ways, as well. "Micro-" means "very small," so microgravity 

refers to the condition where gravity seems to be very small.  

• In microgravity, astronauts can float in their spacecraft - or outside, on a spacewalk.  

• Heavy objects move around easily.  

• For example, astronauts can move equipment weighing hundreds of pounds with their fingertips.  

• Microgravity is sometimes called "zero gravity," but this is misleading.  

Significance  

• Microgravity affects the human body in several ways. 

• For example, muscles and bones can become weaker without gravity making them work as hard.  
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• Astronauts who live on the space station spend months in microgravity. Astronauts who travel to 

Mars also would spend months in microgravity traveling to and from the Red Planet.  

• NASA must learn about the effects of microgravity to keep astronauts safe and healthy.  

• In addition, many things seem to act differently in microgravity.  

• Fire burns differently, Without the pull of gravity, flames are more round. 

• Crystals grow better, Without gravity, their shapes are more perfect.  

• NASA performs science experiments in microgravity. These experiments help NASA learn things that 

would be hard or perhaps impossible to learn on Earth.  

2.2.CSF & Sheep Pox Vaccine-PIB  
• The ICAR-Indian Veterinary Research Institute, Izatnagar, Bareilly, Uttar Pradesh transferred the 

Technology - CSF & Sheep Pox Vaccines to M/s Hester Biosciences through Agrinnovate India Limited  

The Classical Swine Fever (CSF) (Hog cholera)  

• is an important disease of pigs that causes 100% mortality.  

• In India, the disease is controlled by a lapinized CSF vaccine (Weybridge Strain, U.K.) produced by 

killing large numbers of rabbits.  

• To avoid this, the ICAR-IVRI earlier developed a Cell Culture CSF Vaccine using the Lapinized 

Vaccine Virus from foreign strain.  

• The Indigenous CSF Cell Culture Vaccine (IVRI-CSF-BS) developed by using an Indian field isolates 

has a huge export potential.  

• The country’s yearly requirement of 22 million doses can be prepared in just four 75 cm2 Tissue 

Culture Flasks.  

• Costing around less than Rs 2/- per dose as against Rs. 15 to Rs. 25/- of Lapinized CSF Vaccine  

• The vaccine has been found to induce protective immunity from day 14 of the Vaccination till 18 

Months.  

Indigenous Live Attenuated Sheep Pox Vaccine  

Sheep pox  

• is a severe viral disease in sheep which is economically important in small ruminants.  

Sheep pox Vaccine  

• A live attenuated Sheep Pox Vaccine using indigenous strain was developed by the Institute for 

preventive vaccination in the sheep population.  

• The developed Vaccine uses indigenous Sheep Pox Virus Strain and is adapted to grow in the Vero 

cell line which makes the Vaccine production to be easily scalable.  

• The Vaccine is innocuous, safe, potent, and immunogenic [efficacious] for sheep aged more than six 

months of age.  
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• It protects the Vaccinated animals for a period of 40 months.  

Vero cells  

• Derived from the kidney of an African green monkey in the 1960s, Vero cells are one of the most 

common mammalian continuous cell lines used in research.  

• Vero cells have been used for the production of a number of other viruses, including Rabies virus, 

Reovirus and Japanese encephalitis virus.  
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3. Geography  
3.1.Groundwater depletion may reduce winter cropping intensity 

by 20% in India  
• As per recent study Groundwater depletion may reduce winter cropping intensity by 20% in India  

• The international team studied India’s three main irrigation types on winter cropped areas: dug wells, 

tube wells, canals, and also analysed the groundwater data from the Central Ground Water Board.  

Key findings  

• India is the second-largest producer of wheat in the world  

• But with severe groundwater depletion, the cropping intensity or the amount of land planted in the 

winter season may decrease by up to 20% by 2025  

• Some of the important winter crops are wheat, barley, mustard and peas  

• 13% of the villages in which farmers plant a winter crop are located in critically water-depleted 

regions.  

• These villages may lose 68% of their cropped area in future if access to all groundwater irrigation is 

lost.  

• The results suggest that these losses will largely occur in northwest and central India.  

• Even if all regions that are currently using depleted groundwater for irrigation will switch to using 

canal irrigation, cropping intensity may decline by 7% nationally  

• Adoption of water-saving technologies like a sprinkler, drip irrigation and maybe switching to less 

water-intensive crops may help use the limited groundwater resources more effectively  

• There are several first-generation (productivity) and second- generation (sustainability) problems.  

Gross Cropped Area (GCA)  

• The cumulative area sown once and also more than once in a given year is the gross cropped area 

(GCA). The region counted is double in GCA when the crop is cultivated on an area of land twice.  

Net Sown Area (NSA)  

• The region sown with crops is the Net Sown Area (NSA), but it is reported once. GCA and NSA help 

measure the strength of crops  

Cropping Intensity  

• Cropping intensity refers to raising of a number of crops from the same field during one agricultural 

year; it can be expressed through a formula.  

• Cropping Intensity = Gross Cropped Area / Net Sown Area x 100  

India  

• The present cropping intensity of 136% has registered an increase of only 25% since independence.  
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4. Economy 
4.1.How refineries are aiding hospitals  

• With hospitals running out of oxygen, oil refineries of the Indian Oil Corporation Ltd (IOCL) in Panipat 

and the Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited’s facility in Kochi are supplying the gas to them.  

Is oxygen an important gas in refineries?  

• More than oxygen, refineries require high-purity nitrogen to maintain inert atmosphere in certain 

processes to prevent air ingress into hydrocarbon-containing vessels and for purging purpose.  

• Nitrogen is mostly produced in cryogenic air separation units.  

• Some refineries have the facility to produce oxygen of 99.7% purity, too, in these cryogenic air 

separation units. Some of the refineries have VPSA oxygen units that produce oxygen of 90% purity.  

Where do refineries use oxygen?  

• Refineries use oxygen to enrich the air used in sulphur recovery units and catalytic cracking units.  

• In the former, high-purity oxygen is added to the air for combustion.  

• The latter units help convert vacuum gas oil to value-added products such as LPG, petrol and diesel.  

• What is the process in IOCL, Panipat?  

• IOCL has been supplying oxygen to various hospitals in Delhi, Haryana and Punjab. It has a high-

purity oxygen production unit, which is used in its mono ethylene glycol (MEG) unit to produce 

medical-grade liquid oxygen. It has reduced production of MEG and is supplying the oxygen to 

hospitals.  

4.2.Ways and Means Advances  
• The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) decided to continue with the existing interim Ways and Means 

Advances (WMA) scheme limit of ₹51,560 crore for all States/ UTs shall for six months i.e., up to 

September 30, given the prevalence of COVID-19.  

Ways and Means Advances (WMA)  

• It was introduced on April 1, 1997  

• It is a facility for both the Centre and states to borrow from the RBI to enable it to meet temporary 

mismatches between revenue and expenditure.  

• Section 17(5) of the RBI Act, 1934 authorises the central bank to lend to the Centre and state 

governments subject to their being repayable “not later than three months from the date of the 

making of the advance  

• The government has to pay an interest rate equal to the repo rate, while the tenure is three months.  

• The limits for WMA are mutually decided by the RBI and the Government of India.  

• WMA can be an alternative to raising longer-tenure funds from the markets, issue of State 

government securities (State development loans) or borrowing from financial institutions for short-

term funding.  
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• WMA funding is much cheaper than borrowings from markets.  

Types  

• Normal WMA is clean advances. A state gets normal WMA only after it exhausts the limit of its SDF. 

The number of loans under normal WMA is based on a three-year average of actual revenue and 

capital expenditure of the state.  

• Special WMA or Special Drawing Facility (SDF) is provided against the collateral of the government 

securities held by the state. The interest rate for SDF is one percentage point less than the repo 

rate.  

• If the WMA exceeds 90 days, it would be treated as an overdraft (interest rate on overdrafts is 2 

percentage points more than the repo rate)  

• There is a State-wise limit for the funds that can be availed via WMA. These limits depend on many 

factors, including total expenditure, revenue deficit and fiscal position of the State.  
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5. Polity  
5.1.National Panchayati Raj Day  

• 24th April, 1993 marks a defining moment in the history of decentralization of power to the 

grassroots, with the institutionalization of Panchayati Raj, through the Constitution (73rd 

Amendment) Act, 1992 which came into force with effect from that day.  

• National Panchayat Awards 2021 are conferred under various categories namely, Deen Dayal 

Upadhyay Panchayat Sashaktikaran Puraskar (to 224 Panchayats), Nanaji Deshmukh Rashtriya 

Gaurav Gram Sabha Puraskar (to 30 Gram Panchayats), Gram Panchayat Development Plan Award 

(to 29 Gram Panchayats), Child-friendly Gram Panchayat Award (to 30 Gram Panchayats) and e-

Panchayat Puraskar (to 12 States).  

Deen Dayal Upadhyay Panchayat Sashaktikaran Puraskar  

• is given to best performing Panchayats (District, Intermediate and Gram Panchayat) across the 

States/UTs in recognition of the good work that is done by PRIs at each level for improving delivery 

of services and public goods.  

Nanaji Deshmukh Rashtriya Gaurav Gram Sabha Puraskar  

• given to Gram Panchayats/Village Councils for their outstanding contribution to the socio-economic 

development by involving Gram Sabhas.  

Gram Panchayat Development Plan Award  

• given to Gram Panchayat/ Village Council which has developed its GPDP according to the State/UT 

specific guidelines prepared in line with the model guidelines issued by MoPR.  

Child-friendly Gram Panchayat Award  

• given to best performing Gram Panchayat/Village Council for adopting child-friendly practices.  

Survey of Villages and Mapping with Improvised Technology in Village 
Areas’  (SVAMITVA)  

• is a collaborative effort of the Ministry of Panchayati Raj, State Panchayati Raj Departments, State 

Revenue Departments and Survey of India.  

• The scheme aims to provide the ‘record of rights’ to village household owners in rural abadi areas 

and issuance of Property cards.  

• Launched by the Prime Minister on 24th April 2020.  

• The pilot phase of the Scheme was implemented during 2020– 2021 in States of Maharashtra, 

Karnataka, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand and Madhya Pradesh and few border villages of 

Punjab & Rajasthan  

• Prime Minister will also roll out the SVAMITVA scheme for implementation across the country in 

phased manner during 2020-2025  

• Different States have different nomenclature for the Property Cards viz.  

✓Title deed in Haryana 
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✓Rural Property Ownership Records (RPOR) in Karnataka  

✓Adhikar Abhilekh in Madhya Pradesh 

✓Sannad in Maharashtra 

✓Patta in Rajasthan 

✓Svamitva Abhilekh in Uttarakhand 

✓Gharauni in Uttar Pradesh.  

Significance  

• The Scheme has the potential to transform rural India.  

• It will pave the way for using property as a financial asset by villagers for taking loans and other 

financial benefits, as in the case in towns and cities.  

• Further, this is the first time ever that such a large-scale exercise involving most modern technology 

is being carried out to benefit millions of rural property owners.  

73rd Amendment Act  

• Central government brought about the 73rd Amendment Act in 1992. The act was passed in both 

houses and entered into force from 24th April 1993.  

• This Act added a new chapter into the Constitution called ‘Part IX: The Panchayats’.  

• Three-tier system of panchayats at village, intermediate block/ taluk/mandal and district levels 

except in States with population is below 20 lakhs (Article 243B).  

Reservation of Seats 

• Seats reserved for Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs) and the chairpersons of the 

Panchayats at all levels also shall be reserved for SCs and STs in proportion to their population.  

• One-third of the total number of seats to be reserved for women.  

• One-third offices of chairpersons at all levels reserved for women (Article 243D).  

5.2.United Nations or the Convention on the Prevention and 

Punishment of the Crime of Genocide  
• U.S. President Joe Biden officially recognised the mass killings of Armenians by Ottoman Turks in 

1915-16 as “an act of genocide”.  

• Mr. Biden’s announcement on the Armenian Genocide Remembrance Day could infuriate Turkey, 

America’s NATO ally  

• Up to 1.5 million Armenians are estimated to have been killed in the early stage of the First World 

War within the territories of the Ottoman Empire  

Genocide (Article II)  

• Genocide means any of the following acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a 

national, ethnical, racial or religious group, as such:  
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✓Killing members of the group  

✓Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the group  

✓Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to bring about its physical 

destruction in whole or in part  

✓Imposing measures intended to prevent births within the group  

✓Forcibly transferring children of the group to another group.  

The following acts shall be punishable (Article III)  

• Genocide 

• Conspiracy to commit genocide 

• Direct and public incitement to commit genocide  

• Attempt to commit genocide 

• Complicity in genocide  

Conditions on the states after Ratification 

• Obligated not to commit genocide  

• Obligated to prevent genocide (Article I) which, according to the ICJ, has an extraterritorial scope  

• States must punish genocide  

• States must be obligated to enact the necessary legislation to give effect to the provisions of the 

Convention  

• States must ensure effective penalties provided for persons found guilty of criminal conduct 

according to the Convention  

• States have to put persons to trial who are charged with genocide in a competent tribunal of the 

State in the territory of which the act was committed, or by an international penal tribunal with 

accepted jurisdiction  

• States are obligated to grant extradition when genocide charges are involved  

• It must all be done in accordance with laws and treaties related to the protection granted by 

international human rights law prohibiting refoulement where there is a real risk of flagrant human 

rights violations in the receiving State.  

Genocide Law and India 

• The genocides that have been associated with India are Godhara Riots in 2002 or Sikh Violence in 

the 1980s among others.  

• Being colonial laws, IPC and Cr. P C do not include any provisions pertaining to offences by the state.  

• Moreover, both of these laws are not fit to deal with crimes committed by large gatherings of people 

or mass crimes.  
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5.3.What is PM CARES Fund? 
•  PM CARES Fund is a public charitable trust. It has been set up keeping in mind the need for having a 

dedicated fund with the primary objective of dealing with any kind of emergency or distress situation, 

like posed by the COVID-19 pandemic, and to provide relief to the affected. 

Who are the Trustees of the PM CARES Fund? 

• The Prime Minister is Chairperson (ex-officio) of the PM CARES Fund and Minister of Defence, 

Minister of Home Affairs and Minister of Finance, Government of India are ex-officio Trustees of the 

Fund. 

• The Prime Ministers as the Chairperson of the Board of Trustees of PM CARES Fund has the power to 

nominate three trustees to the Board who shall be eminent persons in the field of research, health, 

science, social work, law, public administration and philanthropy. All the Trustees of the PM CARES 

Fund act in a pro bono capacity. 

What are the Objectives of the PM CARES Fund Trust? 

• The primary objectives of the PM CARES Fund Trust are:- 

✓To undertake and support relief or assistance of any kind relating to a public health emergency or 

any other kind of emergency, calamity or distress, either man-made or natural, including the 

creation or upgradation of healthcare or pharmaceutical facilities, other necessary infrastructure, 

funding relevant research or any other type of support. 

✓To render financial assistance, provide grants of payments of money or take such other steps as 

may be deemed necessary by the Board of Trustees to assist the affected population. 

✓To undertake any other activity, which is not inconsistent with the above Objects. 

 What is the legal framework of PM CARES Fund? 

• PM CARES Fund has been registered as a Public Charitable Trust. The trust deed of PM CARES Fund 

has been registered under the Registration Act, 1908 at New Delhi on 27th March, 2020. 
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How is the PM CARES Fund administered?  

• The fund is administered on an honorary basis by a Joint Secretary (Administration) in the PMO as 

Secretary to the fund, who is assisted on honorary basis by an Officer of the rank of Director/Deputy 

Secretary (Administration) in the PMO. The Prime Minister’s Office provides such administrative and 

secretarial support to the Trustees for the management and administration of the Trust, as may be 

required by the Trustees. 

Where is the Head Office of the Fund? 

• The Head Office of the Fund is Prime Minister’s Office, South Block, New Delhi. 

What type of domestic donations are accepted in PM CARES Fund? 

• PM CARES Fund accepts voluntary contributions by individuals/organizations as well as 

contributions as part of CSR from Companies/Public Sector Undertakings (PSUs). However, 

contributions flowing out of budgetary sources of the PSUs are not accepted. 

What are the modes through which domestic donation can be made to PM CARES 
Fund? 

• Contributions can be made by following modes:- 

✓Net Banking (SBI and other commercial Banks) 

✓Card Payments – SBI ATM-cum-Debit Card, Other Bank Debit Cards, Credit Card, Prepaid Card, 

Foreign Card 

✓Other Payment mode: SBI Branch, NEFT/RTGS 

Are contributions towards the PM CARES Fund exempted from Income Tax? 

• Yes, all contributions towards the PM CARES Fund are 100% exempt from Income Tax under Section 

80(G) of the Income Tax Act, 1961 for those who opt for the old tax slabs. 

Is PM CARES Fund exempted from paying Income Tax? 

• Yes, the fund is exempted from paying Income Tax as per Section 10(23)(c) of Income Tax Act, 1961. 

Does contribution towards PM CARES Fund qualify as CSR expenditure? 

• Yes, any contribution made to the PM CARES Fund by any Company or a PSU shall qualify as 

Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) expenditure as provided under the Companies Act, 2013. 

Does PM CARES Fund have a Permanent Account Number (PAN)? 

• Yes, PM CARES Fund has been allotted a Permanent Account Number (PAN) AAETP3993P. 

What is the quantum of funds collected under PM CARES Fund during last year? 

• During 2019-20, an amount of Rs. 3076.62 Crore was collected under PM CARES Fund. 

What is quantum of contribution received in foreign currency in PM CARES fund during 
last year? 

• During 2019-20, an amount of Rs. 39.68 lakh was collected in foreign currency in PM CARES Fund. 

www.sleepyclasses.com 

Call 6280133177
Available on App Store 

 and Play Store  13

http://T.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com


T.me/SleepyClasses

How much money has been sanctioned from PM CARES Fund? 

• So far, an amount of Rs. 3100 Crore has been allocated from PM CARES Fund for the following 

activities:- 

✓Rs. 2000 Crore : For supply of 50,000 ‘Made-in India’ ventilators to Government Hospitals run by 

Centre/States/UTs 

✓Rs. 1000 Crore : For care of migrant labourers (funds allotted to State/UT Govts.) 

✓Rs. 100 Crore : For vaccine development 

Who audits the PM CARES Fund? 

• PM CARES Fund is audited by an independent auditor. Trustees of the Fund during the 2nd meeting 

held on 23.04.2020 decided to appoint M/s SARC & Associates, Chartered Accountants, New Delhi as 

the auditors of PM CARES Fund for 3 years. 

What is the statutory period by which the accounts should be audited? 

• There is no statutory period prescribed for audit of the PM CARES under Income Tax Act. However, 

audit will be conducted at the end of the Financial Year. 

Whether Foreign Donation is accepted in PM CARES Fund? 

• Yes. PM CARES Fund has received exemption from operation of all provisions of the Foreign 

Contribution (Regulation) Act, 2010. Foreign Donation is accepted from individuals and organizations 

based in Foreign countries through Foreign Credit / Debit Cards and also through Wire Transfer/

SWIFT following the link on Home page of PM CARES Fund portal. 
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6. International Relation  
6.1.U.S. to send raw material for Covishield  

• Recently US announced to send raw material for Covishield  

• The U.S.’s assistance will include making raw materials for COVID-19 vaccine Covishield immediately 

accessible and pursuing options to generate oxygen “on an urgent basis”.  

• However, there was no mention of the U.S. shipping ready-to-use vaccines.  

• However, as a consequence of the U.S.’s Defense Production Act (emergency powers that allow the 

government to control private sector production decisions), federal government purchase orders 

have to be prioritised over foreign orders.  

• United States has identified supplies of therapeutics, rapid diagnostic test kits, ventilators, and 

Personal Protective Equipment [PPE] that will immediately be made available for India. The United 

States also is pursuing options to provide oxygen generation and related supplies on an urgent basis.  

• The U.S. Development Finance Corporation [DFC] is funding a substantial expansion of 

manufacturing capability for BioE, the vaccine manufacturer in India, enabling BioE to ramp up to 

produce at least 1 billion doses of COVID-19 vaccines by the end of 2022  

• USAID will also fast track the mobilisation of emergency resources available to India through the 

Global Fund  

USAID  

• The United States Agency for International Development (USAID) is an independent agency of the 

United States federal government that is primarily responsible for administering civilian foreign aid 

and development assistance.  

MAITREE  

• The Market Integration and Transformation Program for Energy Efficiency (MAITREE), is a part of the 

US-India bilateral Partnership between the Ministry of Power and USAID and is aimed at accelerating 

the adoption of cost-effective energy efficiency as a standard practice within buildings, and 

specifically focuses on cooling.  
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Current affairs Worksheet (24th - 26th April 2021) 

  Factual sheet for Quick revision 
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