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Click  here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

1. Environment 

1.1. Use of Plastic gloves worries activist  
• The use of plastics less than 50 micron for medical purposes is not banned, this is still an abuse of the 

ban on plastics implemented in the State.  

• The collected stuff is either going to be sent to the landfill or incinerated, both of which are not 

environment- friendly  

• ECI had provided yellow-coloured bags for the gloves to be packed and disposed of through 

incineration. 

Bio-Medical Waste Management Rules 2016 

• Phase-out the use of chlorinated plastic bags, 

gloves and blood bags within two years;  

• Bio-medical waste has been classified in to 4 

categories instead 10 (2011) to improve the 

segregation of waste at source.  

• No occupier shall establish on-site treatment 

and disposal facility, if a service of `common 

bio-medical waste treatment facility is 

available at a distance of seventy-five km.  

• Bio-medical waste means any waste, which is 

generated during the diagnosis, treatment or 

immunization of human beings or animals or 

in research activities pertaining thereto or in 

the production or testing of biological and 

including categories mentioned in Schedule I, 

of the BMW rules, 2016.  

• Central Pollution Control Board has been 

following up with all SPCBs/PCCs to ensure 

effective management of biomedical waste in 

States/UTs.  

• Phase-out the use of chlorinated plastic bags, gloves and blood bags within two years; Bio-medical 

waste has been classified in to 4 categories instead 10 (2011) to improve the segregation of waste at 

source 

• No occupier shall establish on-site treatment and disposal facility, if a service of `common bio- 

medical waste treatment facility is available at a distance of seventy-five kilometre.  

• Bio-Medical Waste Management (Amendment) Rules, 2018 are as follows:  

✓Phase out chlorinated plastic bags (excluding blood bags) and gloves by March 27, 2019.  

www.sleepyclasses.com 

Call 6280133177
Available on App Store 

 and Play Store  1

http://T.me/SleepyClasses
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M55MHinDNps
http://www.sleepyclasses.com


T.me/SleepyClasses

✓ .All healthcare facilities shall make available the annual report on its website within a period of two 

years from the date of publication of the Bio-Medical Waste Management (Amendment) Rules, 

2018.  

✓Bar coding and global positioning system for handling of bio- medical waste in accordance with 

guidelines issued by the Central Pollution Control Board by March 27, 2019.  

• The State Pollution Control Boards/ Pollution Control Committees have to compile, review and 

analyze the information received and send this information to the Central Pollution Control Board in 

a new Form  

• Every occupier, i.e. a person having administrative control over the institution and the premises 

generating biomedical waste shall pre-treat the laboratory waste, microbiological waste, blood 

samples etc  
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2. Science & Technology 
2.1.Diarrohea  

• The three people who died in Gorakallu are a 35-year-old man who had issues of chronic alcoholism 

and diarrohea, a 56-year-old man with renal failure and a 80-year-old woman who suffered from age- 

related diseases  

Pneumonia and Diarrhoea Progress Report (2020)  

• Released by the International Vaccine Access Centre (IVAC).  

• It evaluates the progress across 10 high-impact indicators outlined in the Global Action Plan for the 

Prevention and Control of Pneumonia and Diarrhoea (GAPPD) in the 15 countries with the greatest 

burden of under-five pneumonia and diarrhoea deaths. 

GAPPD 

• Launched by World Health Organisation (WHO) and United  

• Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 

• It monitors the coverage of five vaccines which are  

✓Diphtheria, Pertussis and Tetanus (DPT) 

✓Measles-containing-vaccine first dose 

✓Haemophilus influenzae type B 

✓Pneumococcal conjugate vaccine (PCV) 

✓Rotavirus vaccine  

India 

• The World Health Assembly (WHA) has set a target to increase the  

• global rate of exclusive breastfeeding to at least 50% by 2025. India is one of the countries that 

exceeded targets for exclusive breastfeeding (Infant receive only milk).  

• India failed to reach all targets for treatment and the treatment for diarrhoea had the lowest 

coverage, with only 51% of children receiving ORS and 20% getting zinc.  

Diarrhoea  

• is a symptom of infections caused by a host of bacterial, viral and parasitic organisms, most of which 

are spread by faeces- contaminated water.  

• India committed to end mortality from Diarrhoea by 2022  

• Caused by Rotavirus (Double stranded RNA)  

• Vaccine- ROTAVAC  

Social Awareness and Action to Neutralise Pneumonia Successfully (SAANS) Campaign  

• to reduce child mortality due to pneumonia, which contributes to around 15% of deaths of children 
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under the age of five annually  

3. Polity  
3.1.Centre seeks nod to close Italian marines case  

UNCLOS Sea Zones Internal Waters 

• The government recently asked the Supreme Court 

to schedule an urgent hearing of its application to 

close the criminal trials pending in India against two 

Italian marines accused of killing two fishermen off 

the coast of Kerala in 2012.  

• The government had explained that India was bound 

by the award of the arbitral tribunal formed under 

the United Nations Convention on the Law of the 

Sea (UNCLOS).  

• The award was “final and without appeal” as India was a party to the UN Convention.  

Background of Italian Marine case  

2012  

• Indian police had detained two Italian marines posted on oil tanker Enrica Lexie who had shot at two 

Indian fishermen on an Indian vessel operating near the Kerala Coast.  

• But, the fishing vessel was within the country’s Contiguous Zone and it was quite clear that the 

offence warranted arrest and prosecution under domestic law.  

Italy moved to ITLOS  

• Italy moved the International Tribunal for Law of the Sea (ITLOS) seeking for two italian marines to 

stay in their own country and also to stop India from going ahead with its criminal prosecution.  

India  

• India set up a specially designated court, as ordered by Indian Supreme Court  

• India’s National Investigation Agency slapped charges against the two Italians under sections of the 

Indian Penal Code, related to murder, attempt to murder, mischief and common intent.  

Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA) judgement  

Italy  

• The marines were entitled to immunity as they were acting on behalf of a state.  

• Italy would have jurisdiction to decide on the question of immunity for the marines.  

• Italy is, as a result, liable to pay compensation to India  

India  

• While India’s conduct has not been in breach of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 

(UNCLOS), Italy breached provisions of the Convention by intercepting the navigation of India’s 

vessel.  
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Permanent Court of Arbitration  

• Established in 1899 and headquartered at the Hague in Netherlands.  

• It is an intergovernmental organization dedicated to serve the international community in the field of 

dispute resolution and to facilitate arbitration and other forms of dispute resolution between States.  

Financial assistance fund  

• Aims at helping developing countries meet part of the costs involved in international arbitration or 

other means of dispute settlement offered by the PCA.  

UNCLOS  

• As a law of the sea, came into operation and became effective from 16th November 1982.  

• The features and highlights of the same can be explained as follows:  

✓UNCLOS as the currently prevailing law of the sea is binding completely.  

✓UN does not have any major functional role in the working of UNCLOS  

• The IMO (International Maritime Organisation) plays a vital role in the operation of UNCLOS.  

• A long with the IMO, organisations like the International Whaling Commission and the International 

Seabed Authority are vital parties in the functional areas of the nautical law  

UNCLOS Initiative  

• International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS)  

✓Independent judicial body that adjudicates disputes arising out of the convention.  

• International Seabed Authority  

✓It was formed in 1994 for regulating the exploration and exploitation of marine non-living 

resources of oceans in international waters.  

• Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf (CLCS)  

✓Facilitating the implementation of UNCLOS with respect to the establishment of the outer limits of 

the continental shelf beyond 200 nautical miles.  

• Internal Waters include littoral areas such as ports, rivers, inlets and other marine spaces landward of 

the baseline (low-water line) where the port state has jurisdiction to enforce domestic regulations. 

Enforcement measures can be taken for violations of static standards while in port as well as for 

violations that occurred within the coastal state’s maritime zones and beyond.  

• However, foreign vessels are not usually held to non-maritime or security port state laws so long as 

the activities conducted are not detrimental to the peace and security of the locale.  

• In the maritime security context, however, a coastal state can prevent privately contracted armed 

security personnel (PCASP) from entering its ports and internal waters if carriage of weapons is 

forbidden in national legislation.  

• Moreover, once entering a port PCASP (and the vessel which they are aboard) can be held 

accountable for other violations that took place at sea if (a) they in some way impacted the port state 

or (b) for other reasons with the permission of the flag state.  
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Territorial Sea  

• In the Territorial Sea, a coastal state has unlimited jurisdiction over all (including foreign) activities 

unless restrictions are imposed by law. All coastal states have the right to a territorial sea extending 

12 nautical miles from the baseline.  

• In the maritime security context, it remains debated as to whether the coastal state can set and 

enforce laws to restrict movement of PCASP, forbid maritime security operations (including making 

illegal the carriage or discharge of weapons) within the territorial sea, or if enacting such legislation 

would be prejudicial to general freedom of navigation and the regime of innocent passage.  

Contiguous Zone  

• The Contiguous Zone is an intermediary zone between the territorial sea and the high seas extending 

enforcement jurisdiction of the coastal state to a maximum of 24 nautical miles from baselines for the 

purposes of preventing or punishing violations of customs, fiscal, immigration or sanitary (and thus 

residual national security) legislation.  

• In the maritime security context, this can certainly include monitoring any activities which can result 

in armed violence or weapons import into the state. Therefore the coastal state can take measures to 

prevent or regulate armed maritime security activities out to 24 nautical miles under the reasoning 

that it is undertaking customs enforcement operations to prevent movement of arms into its waters/

ports.  

Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ)  

• The EEZ is another intermediary 

zone, lying between the territorial 

sea (12 nautical miles) and the high 

seas to the maximum extent of 200 

nautical miles. Although high seas 

freedoms concerning general 

navigation principles remain in 

place, in this zone the coastal state 

retains exclusive sovereignty over 

e x p l o r i n g , e x p l o i t i n g a n d 

conserving all natural resources.  

• The coastal state therefore can 

take action to prevent infringement 

by third parties of its economic 

assets in this area including, inter alia, fishing, bio-prospecting and wind-farming.  

• In order to safeguard these rights, the coastal state may take necessary measures including boarding, 

inspection, arrest and judicial proceedings, as may be necessary to ensure compliance with the 

international laws and regulations.  

High Seas  

• The High Seas, which lie beyond 200 nautical miles from shore, are to be open and freely available to 

everyone, governed by the principle of equal rights for all.  

 6
Available on App Store 

 and Play Store
www.sleepyclasses.com 

Call 6280133177 

http://T.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com


T.me/SleepyClasses

• In agreeing to UNCLOS, all state parties acknowledged that the oceans are for peaceful purposes as 

the Convention’s aim was to maintain peace, justice and progress for all people of the world. On the 

High Seas, no state can act or interfere with justified and equal interests of other states.  

• The Convention establishes freedom of activity in six 

spheres: Navigation, Overflight, Laying of cables and pipelines, Artificial islands and installations, 

Fishing, Marine scientific research.  

• Freedom of navigation is of utmost importance for all, and maritime security activities can be 

considered part of navigational activities as they protect vessels from interference by third parties. 

3.2.Govt. mulling ways to boost yield from poppy  
• The Union government has decided to rope in the private sector to commence production of 

concentrated poppy straw from India’s opium crop to boost the yield of alkaloids, used for medical 

purposes and exported to several countries.  

• India currently only extracts alkaloids from opium gum at facilities controlled by the Revenue 

Department in the Finance Ministry.  

• This entails farmers extracting gum by manually lancing the opium pods and selling the gum to 

government factories  

• The Ministry has now decided to switch to new technologies, after trial cultivation reports submitted 

last year by two private firms showed higher extraction of alkaloids using the concentrated poppy 

straw (CPS).  

Indoor greenhouses  

• It is possible to have two or three crop cycles in one year if we use CPS varieties of seeds that can be 

grown in indoor greenhouses too,  

• India’s opium crop acreage has been steadily declining over the years and using the CPS extraction 

method is expected to help cut the occasional dependence on imports of products like codeine 

(extracted from opium) for medicinal uses.  

CPS  

• Concentrated poppy straw consisting mainly of the crushed capsule without the seeds soon became a 

valuable source of morphine. Today, concentrate of poppy straw is a major source of many opiates and 

other alkaloids.  

• While roping in private players to partner with the government in producing CPS and extracting 

alkaloids from it is likely to require amendments to the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances 

(NDPS) Act, 1985  

Narcotic Drugs And Psychotropic Substances Act, 1985  

• Prohibits any narcotic drug or psychotropic substance from being produced/cultivated, owned, sold, 

purchased, transported, processed, and/or consumed by a person.  

• Narcotic drugs include coca leaf, cannabis (hemp), opium, and poppy straw, as per the NDPS Act.  

• A psychotropic drug includes any natural or synthetic material or any salt or preparation protected by 

the Psychotropic Substances Convention of 1971.  
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• The minimum sentence for dealing with drugs, as per the NDPS Act, is 10 years of rigorous 

imprisonment coupled with a Rs . 1 lakh fine.  

• For all individuals booked under this act, no bail is issued.  

• Also, no relief can be sought by the drug convicts by termination, remission, and commutation of 

sentences passed.  

• The NDPS Act prescribes capital punishment for repeated drug trafficking offenders.  

International conventions 

• The UN Single Drugs Drug Convention 1961  

• The Psychotropic Drugs Convention, 1971  

• The Illegal Trade of Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Convention, 1988  

• For all these three conventions, India is a signatory.  

Narcotics Control Bureau  

• It was constituted under the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act, 1985.  

• Apex coordinating agency under the Ministry of Home Affairs.  

• Drug abuse control is the responsibility of the central government Article 47  

• Directs the State to endeavour to bring about prohibition of the consumption, except for medicinal 

purposes, of intoxicating drugs injurious to health.  

Operation Trance (NCB)-2019  

• Joint intelligence-gathering action on international postal, express mail and courier shipments 

containing psychotropic drugs (which can only be purchased on a doctor’s prescription) that are 

abused as sedatives and painkillers.  

The National Policy on Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances 2012  

• Deptt of Revenue (Min of Finance)  

• To promote and use of various compounds for medical and scientific purpose  

Other Agencies  

• De addiction centres- Min of Health 

• Drug demand reduction-Min of social justice  

3.3.SUPACE Portal  
• The Supreme Court on Tuesday unveiled its Artificial Intelligence (AI) portal SUPACE, designed to 

make research easier for judges, thereby easing their workload. 

SUPACE Portal  

• It will process facts and to make them available to judges looking for an input for a decision  

• It is not designed to take decisions  
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• It will produce results customized to the need of the case and the way the judge thinks.  

• It will help the judiciary and the court in reducing delays and pendency of cases.  

• Initially, it will be used on an experimental basis by the judges of Bombay and Delhi High Courts who 

deal with criminal matters  

• Help to ensure Fundamental right of access to justice  
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4. Economy 
4.1.Production-linked incentive schemes for white goods  

• The Union Cabinet on Wednesday approved two production-linked incentive schemes for white 

goods (air-conditioners and LED lights) and high-efficiency solar photovoltaic modules.  

• The scheme would extend an incentive of 4% to 6% on incremental sales of goods made in India for 

five years  

• Cabinet also approved a proposal of the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy for a PLI scheme for 

high efficiency solar PV modules with an outlay of ₹4,500 crore.  

Objective  

• To make manufacturing in India globally competitive by removing sectoral disabilities, creating 

economies of scale and ensuring efficiencies.  

• It is designed to create 

c o m p l e t e c o m p o n e n t 

ecosystem in India and make 

India an integral part of the 

global supply chains  

• The scheme would lead to 

direct employment of 30,000 

people and indirect jobs to 

1.2 lakh.  

White goods  

• White goods are large home appliances such as stoves (British: cookers), refrigerators, freezers, 

washing machines, tumble driers, dishwashers, and air conditioners.  

• They are large electrical goods for the house which were traditionally available only in white.  

• Even though you can purchase them today in a wide range of different colors, they continue being 

called white goods.  
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4.2. Government Securities Acquisition Program (G- SAP ) 
• Keeping the policy rates unchanged, the Reserve Bank of India moved to quell the concerns of market 

participants over the rise in bond yields.  

• While it reiterated its commitment to maintaining the current accommodative policy stance until the 

economy is back on track, the Governor enthused the markets with Government Securities 

Acquisition Program (G-SAP)  

 G-SAP  

• Towards that end, the RBI announced a new program, G-SAP 1.0 (Government Security Acquisition 

Programme) under which it has committed to buy Rs 1 trillion of government securities in the current 

quarter (Q1 FY 2022).  

• This is indeed a masterstroke and a much-needed demand lever to support the mammoth 

government borrowing program.  

• The RBI has also stated that this will be over and above the OMO bond purchases (open market 

operations) that they have been conducting.  

Repo rate  

• In India, repo rate is the rate at which Reserve Bank of India lends money to commercial banks in India 

if they face a scarcity of funds.  

Reverse repo rate 

• Reverse Repo rate is the rate at which the Reserve Bank of India borrows funds from the commercial 

banks in the country.  

• In other words, it is the rate at which commercial banks in India park their excess money with Reserve 

Bank of India usually for a short-term  

Bank rate Vs Repo rate  

• Bank Rate is charged against loans offered by the central bank to commercial banks, whereas, Repo 

Rate is charged for repurchasing the securities sold by the commercial banks to the central bank.  

• No collateral is involved while charging Bank Rate but securities, bonds, agreements and collateral is 

involved when Repo Rate is charged  

Operation Twist  

• is the operation by which the Reserve Bank of India twists the ‘yield of government securities’ – 

particularly the yield of long- term government securities with respect to short term government 

securities. RBI buy long term bonds of the government and at the same time sell short term securities 

of the government.  

• Buying long term securities and selling short term securities will reduce the yield of long term 

securities compared to that of the short term ones. This yield impact is the objective of Operation 

Twist.  

• Yield denotes the benefit or interest-rate a Government Security (Eg: Government Bonds or Treasury 

Bills) provide.  
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5. International Relations 
5.1.Russia – Pakistan ties  

• Russia’s Foreign Minister on Wednesday said Moscow and Islamabad would boost ties in the fight 

against terrorism, with Russia providing unspecified military equipment to Pakistan and the two 

holding joint exercises at sea and in the mountains  

• Washington is reviewing an agreement it signed more than a year ago with the Taliban as it rethinks a 

May 1 withdrawal of its soldiers. Meanwhile, Moscow has stepped up its involvement in Afghanistan, 

emerging as a significant player.  

• Russia is also building a gas pipeline between the southern port city of Karachi and eastern Lahore  
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5.2.PM to launch vessel for the Seychelles  
• Prime Minister Narendra Modi will hand over a fast patrol vessel to the Seychelles Coast Guard  

• The African archipelago nation has been a steady part of India’s policy for the Indian Ocean region 

and Mr. Modi visited the country in 2015. India gifted similar vessels to the Seychelles in 2005, 2014 

and 2016.  

• The leaders will inaugurate a 1 MW solar power plant, and the Magistrates’ Court building project in 

Mahe, the largest island in the archipelago  

Anti-piracy operations  

• The fast petrol vessel PS Zoroaster will help the Seychelles in carrying out anti-piracy operations. The 

vessel, built by the Kolkata-based Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineering Limited, was delivered 

to Seychelles on March 16. 

• India is developing the Assumption Island in Seychelles as a naval base Agalega islands in Mauritius 

and Assumption Island of Seychelles.  
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Current affairs Worksheet (8th April 2021) 

  Factual sheet for Quick revision 

 14
Available on App Store 

 and Play Store
www.sleepyclasses.com 

Call 6280133177 

http://T.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com

	Environment
	Use of Plastic gloves worries activist

	Science & Technology
	Diarrohea

	Polity
	Centre seeks nod to close Italian marines case
	Govt. mulling ways to boost yield from poppy
	SUPACE Portal

	Economy
	Production-linked incentive schemes for white goods
	Government Securities Acquisition Program (G- SAP )

	International Relations
	Russia – Pakistan ties
	PM to launch vessel for the Seychelles
	Current affairs Worksheet (8th April 2021)


