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1. Who first translated Bhagvad Gita to English? 

A. William Jones 

B. Charles Wilkins 

C. Alexander Cunningham 

D. John Marshall 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• Sir Charles Wilkins was an English typographer who is notable as the first translator of Bhagavad 

Gita into English, and as the creator, alongside Panchanan Karmakar,of the first Bengali typeface. 

• In 1784, Wilkins helped William Jones establish the Asiatic Society of Bengal. 

• Wilkins moved to Varanasi, where he studied Sanskrit under Kalinatha, a Brahmin pandit. At this 

period he began work on his translation of the Mahabarata, securing strong support for his activities 

from the governor of British India, Warren Hastings. Though he never completed the translation, 

portions were later published.  

• The most important was his version of the Gita, published in 1785 as Bhagvat-geeta, or Dialogues of 

Kreeshna and Arjoon. 

• In 1787 Wilkins followed the Gita with his translation of The Heetopades of Veeshnoo-Sarma, in a 

Series of Connected Fables 

2. First census in India was conducted at the time of 

A. Lord Mayo 

B. Lord Lytton 

C. Lord Auckland 

D. Sir John Napier 

Answer:  A 

Explanation 

• The decennial Census of India has been conducted 15 times, as of 2011.  

• While it has been undertaken every 10 years, beginning in 1872 under british Viceroy Lord Mayo, the 

first complete census was taken in 1881. 

• Post 1949, it has been conducted by the Registrar General and Census Commissioner of India under 

the Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India.  

• All the censuses since 1951 were conducted under the 1948 Census of India Act. 
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3.  All India Harijan Sangha was established by Mahatma Gandhi in the year 

A. 1935 

B. 1932 

C. 1920 

D. 1927 

Answer:  B 

Explanation 

• After the Second Round Table Conference, British government agreed to give Communal Award to 

the depressed classes on the request of B. R. Ambedkar.  

• Gandhi opposed the government's decision which he considered it would divide the Hindu society 

and subsequently went on to the indefinite fast in Yerwada Jail.  

• He ended his fast after signed Poona Pact with Ambedkar on 25 September 1932.  

• On 30 September 1932, Gandhi founded All India Anti Untouchability League, to remove 

untouchability in the society, which later renamed as Harijan Sevak Sangh ("Servants of 

Untouchables Society"). 

• At the time industrialist Ghanshyam Das Birla was its founding president with Amritlal Takkar as its 

Secretary. 

• It is headquartered in the historic Kingsway Camp area in north Delhi. 

4. Dandi March was began on the date of 

A. 12 March 1930 

B. 15 March 1928 

C. 15 April 1932 

D. 30 March 1932 

Answer:  A 

Explanation 

• On 5 February, newspapers reported that Gandhi would begin civil disobedience by defying the salt 

laws.  

• The salt satyagraha would begin on 12 March and end in Dandi with Gandhi breaking the Salt Act on 

6 April.  

• Gandhi chose 6 April to launch the mass breaking of the salt laws for a symbolic reason—it was the 

first day of "National Week", begun in 1919 when Gandhi conceived of the national hartal (strike) 

against the Rowlatt Act. 

• As planned, the 21-day march began on 12 March 1932 and ended on 6 April. 
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5. Which one is the first fort built by British in India? 

A. Fort William 

B. Fort St George 

C. Fort St Angelo 

D. Fort St David 

Answer:  A 

Explanation 

• Fort St George is the first English fortress in India, founded in 1644 at the coastal city of Madras, the 

modern city of Chennai.  

• The construction of the fort provided the impetus for further settlements and trading activity, in what 

was originally an uninhabited land. 

• The East India Company (EIC), which had entered India around 1600 for trading activities, had begun 

licensed trading at Surat, which was its initial bastion.  

• However, to secure its trade lines and commercial interests in the spice trade, it felt the necessity of a 

port closer to the Malaccan Straits, and succeeded in purchasing a piece of coastal land, originally 

called Chennirayarpattinam or Channapatnam, where the Company began the construction of a 

harbour and a fort.  

• The fort was completed on 23 April 1644 at a cost of £3,000, coinciding with St George's Day, 

celebrated in honour of the patron saint of England.  

• The fort, hence christened Fort St George, faced the sea and some fishing villages, and it soon became 

the hub of merchant activity.  

• It gave birth to a new settlement area called George Town, which grew to envelop the villages and led 

to the formation of the city of Madras 

6. Which of the following Gupta emperors is represented his coins as playing the lute or Veena? 

A. Chandragupta-I 

B. Chandragupta-II 

C. Samudragupta 

D. Skandagupta 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• Samudragupta's musical talents are corroborated by his gold 

coins which depict him playing a veena 

• He also loved listening to poems. He was titled ‘Kaviraj’ for his 

love for poems 
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7. The system of philosophy with which the name of Kapila is prominently associated is:   

A. Purva Mimamsa 

B. Samkhya 

C. Nyaya 

D. Uttara Mimamsa 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• Sage Kapila is traditionally credited as a founder of the Samkhya school 

• Sāmkhya philosophy regards the universe as consisting of two independent realities, puruṣa 

(consciousness) and prakṛti (matter). These two realities exist parallelly, without affecting each other. 

8. Which among the following writer's book gives the detail information about the invasion of India by 

Alexander? 

A. Herodotus 

B. Megasthenes 

C. Arrian 

D. Ptolemy 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• Of those who accompanied Alexander to India, Aristobulus, Onesicritus, and Nearchus wrote about 

the Indian campaign. 

• The only surviving contemporary account of Alexander's Indian campaign is a report of the voyage of 

the naval commander Nearchus, who was tasked with exploring the coast between the Indus River 

and the Persian Gulf. 

• This report is preserved in Arrian's Anabasis (c. CE 150).  

• Arrian provides a detailed account of Alexander's campaigns, based on the writings of Alexander's 

companions and courtiers. 

9. Dandi March finished on the date 

A. 06th April 1930 

B. 15th April 1930 

C. 15th March 1930 

D. 12th March 1930 

www.sleepyclasses.com 

Call 6280133177
Available on App Store 

 and Play Store 4

http://T.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com


T.me/SleepyClasses

Answer: A 

Explanation 

• On 5 February, newspapers reported that Gandhi would begin civil disobedience by defying the salt 

laws.  

• The salt satyagraha would begin on 12 March and end in Dandi with Gandhi breaking the Salt Act on 

6 April.  

• Gandhi chose 6 April to launch the mass breaking of the salt laws for a symbolic reason—it was the 

first day of "National Week", begun in 1919 when Gandhi conceived of the national hartal (strike) 

against the Rowlatt Act. 

• As planned, the 21-day march began on 12 March 1932 and ended on 6 April. 

10.Which of the following statement(s) is/are correct about Aryankas? 

1. It is a treatise of forest which explain the rituals while dwelling into the philosophical discussions of 

the Brahmanas. 

2. They record the transitions between ritualistic symbolism of Brahmanas and philosophical aspects 

of Upanishads. 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• The Aranyakas constitute the philosophy behind ritual sacrifice of the Vedas. 

• They typically represent the later sections of Vedas, and are one of many layers of the Vedic texts. 

• Aranyakas describe and discuss rituals from various perspectives, but some include philosophical 

speculations. 

11.In which of the following sites, earliest evidence of settled agriculture in the Indian subcontinent is 

found? 

A. Dholavira 

B. Lothal 

C. Mohenjadaro 

D. Mehrgarh 

Answer: D 
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Explanation 

• Mehrgarh is a Neolithic site, which lies on the Kacchi Plain of Balochistan.  

• The earliest evidence of settled agriculture in the subcontinent is found in Mehrgarh 

12.Which of the following is/are correct? 

1. The capital of Chera Kingdom was Uraiyaur. 

2. The capital of Chola Kingdom was Vanji. 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• The capital of Chera Kingdom was Vanji. 

• The capital of Chola Kingdom was Uraiyaur. 

13.The following were the immediate successors of imperial Mauryas? 

A. Pandyas 

B. Kushans 

C. Nandas 

D. Sungas 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• The Shunga Empire was an ancient dynasty from Magadha that controlled areas of the central and 

eastern Indian subcontinent from around 187 to 78 BCE.  

• The dynasty was established by Pushyamitra Shunga, after the fall of the Maurya Empire.  

14.Which among the below were engraved in the Kushana coins? 

1. Persian Deities  

2. Greek Deities  

3. Indian Deities  
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A. 1 & 2 only 

B. 2 & 3 only 

C. 1 & 3 only 

D. All of the above 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• The empire of the Kushanas experienced much prosperity due to the trading activities of the 

merchants. They carried out their trade mainly in silk with the Roman Empire. Their commercial 

activities generated huge amount of wealth; part of which find its way into the Kushana treasury. 

• A characteristic of the Kushana coins is the depiction of various deities on the reverse of the coins.  

• Various Greek, Iranian, Bactrian and Indian deities were featured in the Kushana coins. We found 

the Indo-Iranian deities like Mazda, Mao, Athsho, etc. inscribed on the coins of the Kushanas. 

• The prominence of the Indian god Shiva in the coins of Kanishka and later Kushanas is regarded by 

numismatists as a proof of their conversion to Saivism in later days.  

• Buddhism also had a profound effect on the Kushanas. It is well documented in the archaeological 

remains. Buddha is also represented in various forms in their coins. 

15.The Kushans issues the coins made of ___________?  

1. Gold  

2. Silver  

3. Copper  

A. 1 only 

B. 1 & 2 only 

C. 1 & 3 only 

D. All of the above 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• The Kushans issued coins of Gold, Silver and Copper. 

• The first two Kushana kings, Kujula and Vima issued gold coins. Archaeologists and Numismatists 

have also found their copper coins. 

• We have also some specimens of silver coins issued by Vima. The silver coins were mainly circulated 

in the area of lower Indus region. 
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16.The Public Service Commission of India (forerunner of the Union Public Service Commission) was 

established on 1st October 1926 under the chairmanship of __________? 

A. Sir Ross Barker 

B. Sir Hugh Lorry 

C. Sir Patrick Lawrence 

D. Sir David Attenborough 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

The Public Service Commission of India (forerunner of the Union Public Service Commission) was 

established on 1st October 1926 under the chairmanship of Sir Ross Barker. 

17.Which of the following statements is/are correct? 

1. Up to 1853, the Directors of the British East India Company made appointments of covenanted 

civil servants by nominations.  

2. This nomination system was abolished in 1861 by the Parliament in England. 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• The Charter Act of 1853 provided for an open competitive examination for the recruitment of civil 

servants and had deprived the Court of Directors of the power of appointments based on patronage.  

• This was recommended by a committee headed by Lord Macaulay.  

• After the Government of India Act of 1858, the higher civil service in India came to be known as the 

Indian Civil Services (ICS). 

• This nomination system was abolished in 1861 by the Parliament in England via the India Civil 

Services Act 1861 and it was decided that the induction would be through competitive examinations 

of all British subjects, without distinction of race. 

18.Which of the following statements is/are correct? 

1. The ICS was headed by the Secretary of State for India 

2. With the passing of the Government of India Act 1909, the Imperial Services were split into two – 

All India Services and Central Services. 
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A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• The ICS was headed by the Secretary of State for India, a member of the British cabinet. 

• With the passing of the Government of India Act 1909, the Imperial Services headed by the Secretary 

of State for India, were split into two – All India Services and Central Services. 

19.Which of the following statements is/are correct? 

1. The Islington Commission in 1912 recommended that 25 % of the higher posts be filled by 

Indians.  

2. It also recommended that the recruitment to higher posts should be done partly in India and 

partly in England. 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• In 1912 the Islington Commission suggested that 25 % of the higher posts be filled by Indians.  

• It also recommended that the recruitment to higher posts should be done partly in India and partly in 

England. 

20.Which of the following statements is/are correct? 

1. The Federal Public Service Commission and Provincial Public Service Commission set up under 

the Government of India Act 1935 was recommended by Lee Commission (1924) 

2. In 1922, Indian candidates were permitted to sit for the ICS examinations in Delhi 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 
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Answer: C 

Explanation 

• In 1922, Indian candidates were permitted to sit the ICS examinations in Delhi 

• In 1924, the Lee Commission was set up, chaired by Arthur Lee, which eventually led to the 

foundation of the Federal Public Service Commission and Provincial Public Service Commission under 

the Government of India Act 1935 

• One of its important recommendations was that future batches of ICS officers should be composed of 

40% Europeans and 40% Indians, with the remaining 20% of appointments to be filled by direct 

promotion of Indians from the Provincial Civil Services (PCS) and the examinations in Delhi and 

London were to produce an equal number of ICS probationers. 

21.Statement A: Dupleix placed a French army at Hyderabad at the expense of the subahdar. 

Statement B: Dupleix was, in fact, the originator of the practice of subsidiary alliance in India.  

A. If both Statements A and B are correct and B is the reason for A 

B. If both Statements A and B are correct but B is not the reason for A 

C. If Statement A is correct and Statement B is incorrect 

D. If Statement B is correct and Statement A is incorrect 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

• Dupleix was the first European to interfere in the internal politics of the Indian rulers.  

• He supported Muzzaffar Jang for Hyderabad and Chanda Sahib for Carnatic and his candidates 

emerged successful and, in return, gave great concessions to Dupleix. 

• Dupleix was, in fact, the originator of the practice of subsidiary alliance in India.  

• He placed a French army at Hyderabad at the expense of the subahdar. 

22.Which of the following statements is/are correct in the context of Salt Satyagraha? 

1. In Orissa, under Gopalbandhu Chaudhuri, a Gandhian leader, salt satyagraha proved effective in 

the coastal regions of Balasore, Cuttack and Puri districts. 

2. In Assam, the civil disobedience failed to regain the heights attained in 1921-22 due to growing 

conflicts between Assamese and Bengalis, Hindus and Muslims, and the tensions developing from 

the inflow of Muslim peasants from the densely populated east Bengal. 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 
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D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• Orissa: Under Gopalbandhu Chaudhuri, a Gandhian leader, salt satyagraha proved effective in the 

coastal regions of Balasore, Cuttack and Puri districts.  

• Assam: The civil disobedience failed to regain the heights attained in 1921-22 due to divisive issues: 

the growing conflicts between Assamese and Bengalis, Hindus and Muslims, and the tensions 

developing from the inflow of Muslim peasants from the densely populated east Bengal. 

• However, a successful student strike against the Cunningham Circular, which banned students’ 

participation in politics, was seen in May 1930.  

23.Statement A: Gandhiji opposed the ‘Communal Award’ as he thought it was harmful to both 

Hinduism and to the depressed classes 

Statement B: He believed the ‘Communal Award’ would undermine the issue of abolishing of 

untouchability, and separate electorates would ensure that the untouchables remained untouchables 

in perpetuity 

A. If both Statements A and B are correct and B is the reason for A 

B. If both Statements A and B are correct but B is not the reason for A 

C. If Statement A is correct and Statement B is incorrect 

D. If Statement B is correct and Statement A is incorrect 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

• Gandhi saw the Communal Award as an attack on Indian unity and nationalism.  

• He thought it was harmful to both Hinduism and to the depressed classes since it provided no answer 

to the socially degraded position of the depressed classes.  

• Once the depressed classes were treated as a separate political entity, he argued, the question of 

abolishing untouchability would get undermined, while separate electorates would ensure that the 

untouchables remained untouchables in perpetuity.  

• Gandhi demanded that the depressed classes be elected through joint and, if possible, a wider 

electorate through universal franchise, while expressing no objection to the demand for a larger 

number of reserved seats 

24.Statement A: Cripps Mission was sent because of the reverses suffered by Britain in South-East Asia, 

and the Japanese threat to invade India 

Statement B: The Allies exerted pressure on Britain to seek Indian cooperation, to thwart any possible 

Japanese attack, and so August Offer was made 
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E. If both Statements A and B are correct and B is the reason for A 

F. If both Statements A and B are correct but B is not the reason for A 

G. If Statement A is correct and Statement B is incorrect 

H. If Statement B is correct and Statement A is incorrect 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• Cripps Mission was sent because of the reverses suffered by Britain in South East Asia, the Japanese 

threat to invade India seemed real now and Indian support became crucial. 

• There was pressure on Britain from the Allies (USA, USSR, China) to seek Indian cooperation. 

25.Which of the following statements is/are correct in the context of Quit India Movement? 

1. The Communists did not join the movement 

2. The Muslim League opposed the movement 

3. The Hindu Mahasabha boycotted the movement 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. All of the above 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• Government officials, especially those belonging to lower levels in police and administration, 

participated resulting in erosion of government loyalty. 

• Muslims helped by giving shelter to underground activists. There were no communal clashes during 

the movement. 

• The Communists did not join the movement; in the wake of Russia (where the communists were in 

power) being attacked by Nazi Germany, the communists began to support the British war against 

Germany and the ‘Imperialist War’ became the ‘People’s War’. 

• The Muslim League opposed the movement, fearing that if the British left India at that time, the 

minorities would be oppressed by the Hindus. 

• The Hindu Mahasabha boycotted the movement. 

• The Princely states showed a low-key response. 
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26.The term 'Khalisa' in the Sultanate and Mughal periods was used for 

A. crown lands 

B. lands owned by the Sufi establishment 

C. lands revenue which was directly deposited in the imperial treasury 

D. land revenue which was assigned to the nobles for maintaining troops 

Answer:  C 

Explanation 

• A revenue yielding and the core of administered land under the scope of the Imperial revenue 

department were termed as Khalisa. 

• The most efficient and fertile lands were under the preview of Khalisa 

27.Which of the following rulers introduced “Rupee” in India? 

A. Akbar 

B. Alauddin Khilji 

C. Shershah Suri 

D. Shah Jahan 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

Sher Shah Suri is known for introduction of three coins in different metals as follows:  

1. A silver coin called Rupiya weighing 178 grains;  

2. Copper coins called dam,  

3. Gold coins called mohur that weighed 169 grains 

28.Akbar had a committee of scholars with cross lingual expertise. In that context, which of the 

following is/are correct? 

1. In that era Mahabharat was translated into Persian and was renamed as Razm Namah 

2. Panchatantra was also translated in Persian by Maulana Husain Faizi and its translated name was 

Yar-i-Danish.  

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 
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Answer: C 

Explanation 

• Akbar had a committee of scholars with cross lingual expertise.  

• Some of them were Naqeeb Khan, Mulla Abdul Qadir Badayuni, Mulla Sheri and Sultan Haji 

Thanesari. 

• In that era Mahabharat was translated into Persian and was renamed as Razm Namah (Saga of the 

Battlefield). 

• Ramayana was translated by Mulla Abdul Qadir Badayuni. 

• Panchatantra was also translated in Persian by Maulana Husain Faizi and its translated name was Yar-

i-Danish.  

• Abul Fazal, Vazeer of Akbar and author of Akbarnama had translated Panchatantra in Persian 

as Anvar-i-Saadat. 

29.Which among the following terms precisely defines the loans given to cultivators for seeds, farm 

implements etc. in the Sultanate and Mughal period? 

A. Dams 

B. Dahsala 

C. Taqqavi 

D. Nasaq 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• Mohammad Bin Tughlaq set up a separate department of agriculture. The primary object of this 

department was to bring uncultivated land under plough.  

• He also extended ‘Taqqavi’ loans to peasants during bad times i.e. natural calamities like floods etc. 

30.The 175 grains coin issued by Iltutmish was in which among the following metals? 

A. Gold 

B. Silver 

C. Copper 

D. Bronze 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• Iltutmish introduced Silver Tanka and Copper Jital, the two coins of the Delhi Sultanate. 
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• The coins prior to Iltutmish were introduced by the invaders which bear the Sanskrit characters and 

even Bull and Shivalinga.  

• Iltutmish was the first to introduce a “Pure Arabic Coin” in India.  

• The Coins were engraved with “The Mighty Sultan, Sun of the Empire and the Faith, Conquest-laden, 

Il-tutmish,” after he received an investiture of Sovereign Sultan of Delhi from the Caliph of Baghdad. 

• The Silver Tanka issued by Iltutmish was weighing 175 grains.  

• Gold Tanka of the same weight was later issued by Balban. 

31.Which among the following places have given the earliest evidence of agriculture in Indian 

subcontinent? 

A. Pratapgarh 

B. Mehrgarh 

C. Quetta 

D. Kalat 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• In the period of the Neolithic revolution, roughly 8000-4000 BCE, agriculture was far from the 

dominant mode of support for human societies.  

• Agro pastoralism in India included threshing, planting crops in rows—either of two or of six—and 

storing grain in granaries. 

• Barley and wheat cultivation—along with the rearing of cattle, sheep and goat—was visible in 

Mehrgarh by 8000-6000 BCE. 

32.The earliest evidence of rice cultivation comes from which among the following valleys? 

A. Central Ganga Valley 

B. Belan Valley 

C. Gomal Valley 

D. Bolan Valley 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

Belan Valley, Allahabad is one of the regions the earliest evidence of rice cultivation has come. 
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33.Which among the following is a Tamil grammatical treatise? 

A. Pattupattu 

B. Ettutogai 

C. Silappadikaram 

D. Tolkappiam 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• The Tolkappiyam deals with ilakkanam (grammar) in three books (atikaram), each with nine chapters 

(iyal) of different sizes.  

• The text has a cumulative total of 1,612 sutras in the nūṛpā meter, though some versions of its 

surviving manuscripts have a few less. 

• It is a comprehensive text on grammar, and includes  sutras on orthography, phonology, etymology, 

morphology, semantics, prosody, sentence structure and the significance of context in language. 

34.Which of the following is the most common motif of the Indus Seals? 

A. Unicorn 

B. Bull 

C. Rhinoceros 

D. Elephant 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

The unicorn is the most common motif on Indus seals and appears to represent a mythical animal that 

Greek and Roman sources trace back to the Indian subcontinent. 

35._____________ tells the story of a King who falls in love with the picture of an exiled servant girl. When 

the queen discovers her husband's passion for this girl, she becomes infuriated and has the girl 

imprisoned, but as fate would have it, the servant girl is in fact a true-born princess, thus legitimizing 

the affair. 

A. Mālavikāgnimitram 

B. Abhijñānaśākuntalam 

C. Vikramōrvaśīyam 

D. Kumārasambhava 

Answer: A 
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Explanation 

• Mālavikāgnimitram (Pertaining to Mālavikā and Agnimitra) tells the story of King Agnimitra, who 

falls in love with the picture of an exiled servant girl named Mālavikā.  

• When the queen discovers her husband's passion for this girl, she becomes infuriated and has 

Mālavikā imprisoned, but as fate would have it, Mālavikā is in fact a true-born princess, thus 

legitimizing the affair. 

36.Which of the following demands were put forward by the Lucknow Pact? 

A. Complete independence from the British rule 

B. All the members of the viceroy’s executive council should be Indians 

C. Elected majority in the legislative councils 

D. None of the above 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

The following demands were put forth by the Muslim League and Indian National Congress under the 

Lucknow Pact: 

1. The government should declare that it would confer self-government on Indians at an early date. 

2. The legislative councils should be further expanded with an elected majority and more powers be 

given to them. 

3. Half the members of the Viceroy's executive council should be Indians. 

37.In context of Nehru Report, which among the following statements is/are incorrect? 

1. It suggested that the provinces should be linguistically determined. 

2. It rejected the provision of separate electorates for minorities. 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

For the dominion it recommended:  

1. Dominion status on lines of self-governing dominions as the form of government desired by Indians 

(much to the chagrin of younger, militant section—Nehru being prominent among them) 
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2. Rejection of separate electorates which had been the basis of constitutional reforms so far; instead, 

a demand for joint electorates with reservation of seats for Muslims at the Centre and in provinces 

where they were in minority (and not in those where Muslims were in majority, such as Punjab and 

Bengal) in proportion to the Muslim population there with right to contest additional seats 

3. Linguistic provinces 

4. Nineteen fundamental rights including equal rights for women, right to form unions, and universal 

adult suffrage 

5. Responsible government at the Centre and in provinces 

6. Full protection to cultural and religious interests of Muslims 

7. Complete dissociation of State from religion 

38.On which date Indian Independence Act 1947 got Royal Assent?  

A. 18 June 1947 

B. 18 July 1947 

C. 18 March 1947 

D. 18 April 1947 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• The Indian Independence Act, which was based on the Mountbatten plan of June 3, was passed by the 

British parliament on July 5, 1947 and received royal assent or approval on July 18, 1947. 

• On February 20, 1947, the British House of Commons had declared their intention of abandoning the 

authority over the Indian sub-continent.   

Salient features of the Indian Independence Act of 1947 

• The partition of the Indian state and the creation of Pakistan was to come into effect from August 15, 

1947 

• The British government were to officially give up every authority to these newly created dominions 

• The new states were fully authorised to form their own constitution and constituent assemblies 

• The Act had the entire procedure of transferring the powers to the constituent assemblies 

• The states could opt out of the Commonwealth membership at any instance after independence 

• A new Boundary Commission would be appointed to demarcate the line between the provinces of 

Punjab and Bengal 

• Following the Act, the Radcliff Boundary Commission was appointed and the boundary line 

separating India and Pakistan was created 

• Lord Mountbatten was the first Governor General of India, whereas Mohammad Ali Jinnah became 

the first Governor General of Pakistan. 
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39.On which date, Constituent Assembly of India met for the first time? 

A. June 3, 1946 

B. June 6 1946 

C. December 9, 1946 

D. June 12, 1946 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• 6 December 1946: Formation of the Constitution Assembly. (in accordance with French practice.) 

• 9 December 1946: The first meeting was held in the constitution hall (now the Central Hall of 

Parliament House). 1st person to address - J. B. Kripalani. Temporary president Appointed - 

Sachchidananda Sinha. (Demanding a separate state, the Muslim League boycotted the meeting.) 

• 11 December 1946: President Appointed - Rajendra Prasad 

• 13 December 1946: An 'Objective Resolution' was presented by Jawaharlal Nehru 

• 22 January 1947: Objective resolution unanimously adopted. 

• 22 July 1947: National flag adopted. 

• 15 August 1947: Achieved independence. India Split into Dominion of India and Dominion of 

Pakistan. 

• 29 August 1947: Drafting Committee appointed with Dr. B. R. Ambedkar as the Chairman 

• 26 November 1949: 'Constitution of India' passed and adopted by the assembly. 

• 24 January 1950: Last meeting of Constituent Assembly. 'Constitution of India' all signed and 

accepted. (with 395 Articles, 8 Schedules, 22 Parts) 

• 26 January 1950: 'Constitution of India' came in to force 

40.Who among the following assassinated Lt. Colonial Sir William Curzon Wiley, Political ADC to the 

Secretary of State for India in 1909, as one of the first acts of revolution in the Indian independence 

movement? 

A. Madan Lal Dhingra 

B. Har Dayal 

C. Udham Singh 

D. Roshan Singh 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

• Curzon Wyllie was a British Indian army officer, and later an official of the British Indian Government.  
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• He rose through the ranks and occupied a number of administrative and diplomatic posts.  

• Later in his career, he was the political aide-de-camp to the Secretary of State for India, Lord George 

Hamilton. 

• He was also the head of the Secret Police and had been trying to obtain information about Savarkar 

and the revolutionaries 

• On the evening of 1 July 1909, Dhingra, along with a large number of Indians and Englishmen had 

gathered to attend the annual 'At Home' function hosted by the Indian National Association at the 

Imperial Institute. 

• While leaving the hall, he was assassinated by Madan Lal Dhingra, who was tried and sentenced to 

death. 

41.Which among the following is not among Ashtamahasthanas? 

A. Lumbini 

B. Rajgriha 

C. Vajrayana 

D. Taxila 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• The holy places where the four principal events of the Buddha’s life took place are Lumbini (birth); 

Bodh Gaya (Enlightenment); Sarnath (First Sermon); Kusinagar (Death took place). 

• Apart from these four places, there are another four holy places viz. Sravasti, Rajgriha, Vaishali and 

Vajrayana. 

• These eight holy places are known as Ashtamahasthanas. 

42.In the context of the book ‘Manimekalai’, which among the following statements is/are incorrect? 

1. Seethalai Saathanaar was the author of the book ‘Manimekalai’. 

2. Its story is a sequel of an epic ‘Silappadikaram’ that tells the story of the conversion to Buddhism of 

the daughter of Kovalanand Madhavi. 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: D 

Explanation 
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• Seethalai Saathanaar was the author of the book ‘Manimekalai’.  

• The book is a poem in 30 cantos.  

• It is an "anti-love story", a sequel to the "love story" in the earliest Tamil epic Silappadikaram, with 

some characters from it and their next generation.  

• The title Manimekalaiis also the name of the daughter of Kovalanand Madhavi, who follows in her 

mother's footsteps as a dancer and a Buddhist nun (bhikuni). The epic tells her story.  

• The Manimekalaiis one of the Five Great Epics of Tamil Literature, and one of three that have survived 

into the modern age. 

• Along with its twin-epic Silappadikaram, the Manimekalaiis widely considered as an important text 

that provides insights into the life, culture and society of the Tamil regions in the early centuries of the 

Common Era. 

43.Who took the title of Vatapikonda? 

A. Narsimhavarman I 

B. Simhavishnu 

C. Mahendravarman I 

D. Nandivarman II 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

The PallavaKing NarsimhavarmanI assumed the title of ‘Vatapikonda’ (Conqueror of Vatapi), when he 

defeated and killed PulakesinII (ChalukyaKing) and captured the Chalukyancapital, Badami in 642 CE. 

44.Which of the following officers were mandated by Asoka to spread the Dhamma Policy of Asoka? 

A. Yuktas 

B. Pradesikas 

C. Rajukas 

D. All of the above 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• After 12 years of Asoka’s coronation, the Major Rock Edict III was issued.  

• It mentions the generosity towards Brahmans.  

• It stated that the Yuktas (subordinate officers) and Pradesikas (district Heads) along with Rajukas 

(Rural officers) shall go to the all areas of kingdom every five years and spread the Dhamma Policy of 

Asoka. 
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45.As per the officials mentioned in the Arthashastra, the duties related to Crown lands was performed 

by whom? 

A. Kosadhyaksha 

B. Hastyadhyaksha 

C. Lohadhyaksha 

D. Sitadhyaksha 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• Sitadhyaksha-Superintendent of Crown lands, Agriculture 

• Kosadhyaksha–Superintendent of Treasury 

• Hastyadhyaksha–Superintendent of Elephant force 

• Lohadhyaksha–Superintendent of Mines 

46.The demand for the Tebhaga Peasant Movement in Bengal was for:   

A. the reduction of the share of the landlords from one-half of the crop to one-third 

B. the grant of ownership of land to peasants as they were the actual cultivators of the land 

C. the uprooting of Zamindari system and the end of serfdom 

D. writing off all peasant debts 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

• The Tebhaga movement was led by the share-croppers of the Bengal region against the oppressive 

jotedars in 1946-47.  

• The uprising was due to the share cropping system that prevailed in the Bengal. 

• During the early nineteen century a new class of rich peasants known as jotedars emerged in the 

Bengal region.  

• The jotedars collected huge tracts of land in rural areas.  

• They also controlled the local markets, money lending activities, exercised control over the poor 

cultivators.  

• In rural villages these jotedars exercised more control than the Zamindars, who often lived in urban 

areas.  

• The large agricultural areas under the jotedars were cultivated through sharecroppers (also known as 

bhagadars), who handed over half of the crop after the harvest to the jotedars. 
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• In late 1946, the bhagadars challenged the prevailed system of share cropping. They asserted that 

they would not pay half of the produce but only one-third of the produce and also before the share of 

the produce 

• The sharecroppers were encouraged by the Floud Commision which had already recommended their 

demand to the government.  

• The movement was led by the All India Kisan Sabha, the peasant wing of CPI.  

47.Mahatma Gandhi said that some of his deepest convictions were reflected in a book titled, “Unto 

this Last” and the book transformed his life. What was the message from the book that transformed 

Mahatma Gandhi?  

A. Uplifting the oppressed and poor is the moral responsibility of an educated man 

B. The good of individual is contained in the good of all 

C. The life of celibacy and spiritual pursuit are essential for a noble life 

D. All the statements (a), (b) and (c) are correct in this context 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• Unto This Last is an essay and book on economy by John Ruskin, first published between August and 

December 1860. 

• Unto This Last had a very important impact on Gandhi's philosophy. 

• Gandhi decided immediately not only to change his own life according to Ruskin's teaching, but also 

to publish his own newspaper, Indian Opinion, from a farm where everybody would get the same 

salary, without distinction of function, race, or nationality. 

• Mohandas Gandhi translated Unto This Last into Gujarati in 1908 under the title of Sarvodaya (Well 

Being of All). 

48.With reference to Indian freedom struggle, Usha Mehta is well-known for 

A. Running the secret Congress Radio in the wake of Quit India Movement 

B. Participating in the Second Round Table Conference 

C. Leading a contingent of Indian National Army 

D. Assisting in the formation of Interim Government under Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

• Usha Mehta is remembered for organizing the Congress Radio, also called the Secret Congress Radio, 

an underground radio station, which functioned for few months during the Quit India Movement of 

1942. 
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• On 14 August 1942, Usha and some of her close associates began the Secret Congress Radio, a 

clandestine radio station. It went air on 27 August. 

• The radio broadcast recorded messages from Gandhi and other prominent leaders across India.  

• To elude the authorities, the organizers moved the station's location almost daily.  

• Ultimately, however, the police found them on 12 November 1942 and arrested the organizers, 

including Usha Mehta.  

49.Which of the following parties were established by Dr. B. R. Ambedkar? 

1. The Peasants and Workers Party of India 

2. All India Scheduled Castes Federation 

3. The Independent Labour Party 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• All-India Scheduled Castes Federation (SCF) was an organisation in India founded by B. R. Ambedkar 

in 1942 to campaign for the rights of the Dalit community. 

• Ambedkar had founded the Depressed Classes Federation (DCF) in 1930 and the Independent 

Labour Party (ILP) in 1935. Sources vary regarding which of these two bodies was succeeded by the 

SCF. 

• SCF later evolved into the Republican Party of India. 

• On 30 September 1956, B. R. Ambedkar had announced the establishment of the "Republican Party 

of India" by dismissing the "Scheduled Castes Federation", but before the formation of the party, he 

died on 6 December 1956. 

• After that, his followers and activists planned to form this party. 

50.With reference to the period of colonial rule in India, “Home Charges” formed an important part of 

drain of wealth from India. Which of the following funds constituted “Home Charges”? 

1. Funds used to support the India Office in London. 

2. Funds used to pay salaries and pensions of British personnel engaged in India. 

3. Funds used for waging wars outside India by the British. 
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Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 

A. 1 only 

B. 1 and 2 only 

C. 2 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• The Home Charges were annually remitted to England “to pay interest on money expended in India 

on railways and irrigation works and for other purposes of the Government, to pay for stores, charges 

for effective and non-effective services of British troops on the Indian establishment, furlough and 

retired pay of Civil and Military -Officers and servants of the Government and other expenditures.” 

• For instance, the guaranteed interest on capital ranging from 4.5 to 5 p.c. paid out of Indian revenues 

for railway contraction in India to the private railway companies.  

• Another component of Home Charges consisted of purchases made abroad for government stores in 

India. In those days, the government was the biggest purchaser of iron and steel and engineering 

goods and a variety of goods as India was unable to supply these. 

• Before the Mutiny, the public debt was on account of cost of wars waged by England in and outside 

India and Home Charges, i.e., tribute.  

• Public debt was incurred to conduct not only internal wars in India, suppression of the 1857 Mutiny 

but also most disgracefully to conduct foreign wars and military expeditions (e.g., Afghanistan, Persi, 

Tibet, etc.) countries.. 

51.The national motto of India, ‘Satyameva Jayate’ inscribed below the Emblem of India is taken from 

A. Katha Upanishad 

B. Chandogya Upanishad 

C. Aitareya Upanishad 

D. Mundaka Upanishad 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• "Satyameva Jayate" ("Truth alone triumphs") is a part of a mantra from the Hindu scripture Mundaka 

Upanishad. 

• Following the independence of India, it was adopted as the national motto of India on 26 January 

1950 

• It is inscribed in the Devanagari script at the base of the Lion Capital of Ashoka and forms an integral 

part of the Indian national emblem. 
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52.Chaitra 1 of the national calendar based on the Saka Era corresponds to which one of the following 

dates of the Gregorian calendar in a normal year of 365 days?  

A. 22 March (or 21st March) 

B. 15th May (or 16th May) 

C. 31st March (or  30th March) 

D. 21st April (or 20th April) 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

• Chaitra is the first month of the calendar. Chaitra has 30 days and starts on March 22, except in leap 

years, when it has 31 days and starts on March 21. The months in the first half of the year all have 31 

days, to take into account the slower movement of the sun across the ecliptic at this time. 

• Its usage started officially at 1 Chaitra 1879, Saka Era, or 22 March 1957. 

53.Some Buddhist rock-cut caves are called Chaityas, while the others are called Viharas. What is the 

difference between the two? 

A. Vihara is a place of worship, while Chaitya is the dwelling place of the monks 

B. Chaitya is a place of worship, while Vihara is the dwelling place of the monks 

C. Chaitya is the stupa at the far end of the cave, while Vihara is the hall axial to it 

D. There is no material difference between the two 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• Viharas were for the purpose of living, Chaityas were assemblies for the purpose of discussions. 

• Chaitya was a rectangular prayer hall with a stupa placed in the centre, the purpose was prayer.  

• Viharas, on the other hand, did not have stupas. 

• Both early Chaityas and Viharas were made by woods and later stone-cut Chaityas and Viharas were 

made. 

54.Annie Besant was  

1. responsible for starting the Home Rule Movement 

2. the founder of the Theosophical Society 

3. once the President of the Indian National Congress 
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Select the correct statement/statements using the codes given below. 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• The Theosophical Society was founded by Madame Blavatsky and Col. Olcott in 1875 in New York. 

• It was crystallised in the Madras Presidency with its headquarters in Adayar.   

• Annie Besant joined the Theosophical Society, and when Blavatsky died in 1891, Besant was left as 

one of the leading figures in theosophy 

• In 1893, soon after becoming a member of the Theosophical Society she went to India for the first 

time 

• She had also joined the Indian National Congress.  

• In June 1917 Besant was arrested and interned for her activities as part of the Home Rule League.  

• She was freed in September 1917 and in December 1917 she took over as president of the Indian 

National Congress for a year. 

55.Which of the following statements is/are correct regarding Brahmo Samaj? 

1. It opposed idolatry. 

2. It denied the need for a priestly class for interpreting the religious texts. 

3. It popularized the doctrine that the Vedas are infallible. 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 

A. 1 only 

B. 1 and 2 only 

C. 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• Raja Ram Mohan Roy’s His greatest achievement in the field of religious reform was the setting up of 

the Brahmo Sabha in 1828 which later became the Brahmo Samaj  

• Brahmo Samajists have no faith in any scripture as an authority. 

• Brahmo Samajists have no faith in Avatars 
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• Brahmo Samajists denounce polytheism and idol-worship. 

• Brahmo Samajists are against caste restrictions. 

• Brahmo Samajists make faith in the doctrines of Karma and Rebirth optional 

56.Lord Buddha’s image is sometimes shown with the hand gesture called ‘Bhumisparsha Mudra’. It 

symbolizes (2012) 

A. Buddha’s calling of the Earth to watch over Mara and to prevent Mara from disturbing his 

meditation 

B. Buddha’s calling of the Earth to witness his purity and chastity despite the temptations of Mara 

C. Buddha’s reminder to his followers that they all arise from the Earth and finally dissolve into the 

Earth, and thus this life is transitory 

D. Both the statements (a) and (b) are correct in this context  

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• Mudra is a position of hand often depicted in Buddhist art and used in practice to evoke a particular 

state of mind.  

• This gesture is also known as “touching the Earth” which represents the moment of the Buddha's 

awakening as he claims the earth as the witness of his enlightenment.  

• It is performed with the help of the right hand, which is held above the right knee, reaching toward the 

ground with the palm inward while touching the lotus throne. 

• This symbolizes the Buddha's enlightenment under the bodhi tree, when he summoned the earth 

goddess, Sthavara, to bear witness to his attainment of enlightenment. 

• There is a story of how Buddha had exhibited the BhumiSparsha mudra.   

• In Buddhist Scriptures the demon king Mara symbolizes death.  

• Mara threatens people who seek enlightenment with his five skandhas.  

• Gautama Siddharatha  sat under the Bodhi tree to attain enlightenment.   

• The demon King, Mara claimed that he had the right to seat of Enlightenment and not Gautama 

Siddhartha.  

• Mara sent his daughters to seduce Siddhartha but Siddhartha was unmoved.   

• Mara sent his demonic armies to attack him but he was not bothered. Mara tried all means to tempt 

Gautama Siddhartha to quit from reaching his enlightenment. 

• Mara’s soldiers cried out together, “We are witness to our Lord Mara has the rightful claim to seat of 

Enlightenment but you do not have anyone to be your witness.” 

• Gautama Siddharth touched down the earth to be his witness that he has reined his five Skandhas. 

Gautama Siddharth’s each finger symbolizes one skandhas. 
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• His right hand reached out to touch the earth asking her to be his witness. 

• Then there was a roar from the earth herself “ I bear you the witness”  

57.Which of the following statements is/are applicable to Jain doctrine? (2013) 

1. The surest way of annihilating Karma is to practice penance. 

2. Every object, even the smallest particle has a soul. 

3. Karma is the bane of the soul and must be ended. 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below. 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• Jains believe that karma is a physical substance that is everywhere in the universe. 

• Karma is thought of as a kind of pollution, that taints the soul 

• Based on its karma, a soul undergoes transmigration and reincarnates in various states of existence—

like heavens or hells, or as humans or animals. 

58.Which of the following Kingdoms were associated with the life of the Buddha? (2014) 

1. Avanti 

2. Gandhara 

3. Kosala 

4. Magadha 

Select the correct answer using the code given below. 

A. 1, 2 and 3 

B. 2 and 4 

C. 3 and 4 only 

D. 1, 3 and 4 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• Avanti was not directly related to life of Buddha, so this needs to be opted out.  
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• Buddha was born in Lumbini, in Kosala kingdom. He dies in Kusinagra, in Magadha kingdom. 

• Buddha wandered through the towns and villages in the kingdoms of Kosala and Magadha teaching 

his philosophy.  

• Gandhara is not directly associated with the life of Buddha. 

59.With reference to the guilds (Shreni) of ancient India that played a very important role in the 

country’s economy, which of the following statements is /are correct? (2012) 

1. Every guild was registered with the central authority of the State and the king was the chief 

administrative authority on them. 

2. The wages, rules of work, standards and prices were fixed by the guild. 

3. The guild had judicial powers over its own members. 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 3 only 

C. 2 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• Unions developed by several crafts-persons and merchants were recognized as Shrenis.  

• There were several functions performed by these Shrenis.  

• The Shrenis helped crafts-person by providing them with technical training, regulated trade ventures, 

supported in getting raw materials, assisted in selling products and functioned as banks where 

wealthy people could invest or save their money.  

• Moreover, it provided the members of the association with loans for their trading purposes. 

60.With reference to the history of ancient India, which of the following was/were common to both 

Buddhism and Jainism? (2012) 

1. Avoidance of extremities of penance and enjoyment 

2. Indifference to the authority of the Vedas 

3. Denial of efficacy of rituals 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 
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C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• Avoidance of extremities of penance and enjoyment was NOT a characteristic of Jainism 

• Buddhism advocated middle path that is avoidance of extremities of penance and enjoyment. On the 

other hand Jainism advocated extreme penance and asceticism 

61.Regarding the Indus Valley Civilization, consider the following statements: (2011) 

1. It was predominantly a secular civilization and the religious element, though present, did not 

dominate the scene 

2. During this period, cotton was used for manufacturing textiles in India. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• Farmers in Indus Valley Civilization were the first to weave cotton textiles. 

• Some cotton textiles were unearthed in 1929 in Mohenjodaro. 

• The Indus Civilization was highly developed & it was not bound by religious rule, it was a secular 

civilization. 

62.The “dharma” and “rita” depict a central idea of ancient Vedic civilization of India, In this context, 

consider the following statements :( 2011) 

1. Dharma was a conception of obligations and of the discharge of one’s duties to oneself and to 

others. 

2. Rita was the fundamental moral law governing the functioning of the universe and all it 

contained. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 
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C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• Etymologically, Dharma is derived from the root Dhr—to hold—and its meaning is ‘that which holds’ 

this world. 

• Rita is predecessor to Dharma and is the Original Rig Vedic concept which refers to the principle of 

natural order which regulates and coordinates the operation of the universe and everything within it.  

• Rita is described as that which is ultimately responsible for the proper functioning of the natural, 

moral and sacrificial orders. 

• While Rita encompassed the ethical principles with a notion of cosmic retribution, Dharma was said 

to be a path to be followed as per the ordinances of Rita. 

• Committing to the path of Rita was “Dharma”. So we can say that Dharma was originally 

conceptualized as a subordinate component Rita. Dharma became a very useful instrument in framing 

religious, moral and social regulations, and discussion of its applications to social and moral order 

eclipsed all discussions of metaphysical and theological ideas. 

• The notion of Dharma shifted emphasis away from nature as executor of Rita and now it became 

more or less an individual duty to uphold the Dharma through one’s actions. 

63.Which one of the following describes best the concept of Nirvana in Buddhism? 

A. The extinction of the flame of desire 

B. The complete annihilation of self 

C. A state of bliss and rest 

D. A mental stage beyond all comprehension 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

• In the Buddhist tradition, Nirvana has commonly been interpreted as the extinction of the "three 

fires", or "three poisons” – greed (raga), aversion (dvesha) and ignorance (moha).  

• When these fires are extinguished, release from the cycle of rebirth (saṃsāra) is attained. 

64.The Chinese traveller Yuan Chwang (Hiuen Tsang) who visited India recorded the general conditions 

and culture of India at that time. In this context, which of the following statements is/are correct? 

(2013) 

1. The roads and river-routes were completely immune from robbery. 
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2. As regards punishment for offences, ordeals by fire, water and poison were the instruments for 

determining the innocence or guilt of a person. 

3. The tradesmen had to pay duties at ferries and barrier stations. 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below. 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• Haun Tsang has described that travelling was not very much safe at that time. 

• He has described that there were a few cases of law-breaking; offenders were given physical 

punishments and tortured as well to extract the truth from them while the traitors were given death 

sentence or turned out of the kingdom.  

65.Which of the following characterizes/characterize the people of Indus Civilization? (2013)  

1. They possessed great palaces and temples. 

2. They worshipped both male and female deities. 

3. They employed horse-drawn chariots in warfare. 

Select the correct statement(s) using the codes given below. 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 only 

C. 1, 2 and 3 

D. None of the statements given above is correct 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• John Marshall, in 1931, identified the following as prominent features of the Indus religion: a Great 

Male God and a Mother Goddess; deification or veneration of animals and plants; symbolic 

representation of the phallus (linga) and vulva (yoni); and, use of baths and water in religious practice 

• One Indus Valley seal shows a seated figure with a horned headdress, possibly tricephalic and 

possibly ithyphallic, surrounded by animals.  

• Marshall identified the figure as an early form of the Hindu god Shiva (or Rudra), who is associated 

with asceticism, yoga, and linga; regarded as a lord of animals; and often depicted as having three 

eyes.  
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• The seal has hence come to be known as the Pashupati Seal 

66.How do you distinguish between Kuchipudi and Bharatanatyam dances? (2012) 

1. Dancers occasionally speaking dialogues are found in Kuchipudi dance but not in Bharatanatyam. 

2. Dancing on the brass plate by keeping the feet on its edges is a feature of Bharatanatyam but 

Kuchipudi dance does not have such a form of movements. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: A 

Explanation 
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67.With reference to Dhrupad, one of the major traditions of India that has been kept alive for 

centuries, which of the following statements are correct? (2012) 

1. Dhrupad originated and developed in the Rajput kingdoms during the Mughal period. 

2. Dhrupad is primarily a devotional and spiritual music. 

3. Dhrupad Alap uses Sanskrit syllables from Mantras. 

 Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1, 2 and 3 

D. None of the above is correct 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• The word Dhrupad is derived from Dhruva, the steadfast evening star that moves through the galaxy, 

and Pada meaning poetry. 

• Traditionally, the dhrupad style of singing was performed with a tanpura and pakhawaj. 

• The lyrics sung in Dhrupad are in a medieval form of Hindi and typically heroic in theme, or praise of a 

particular deity. 

• The term denotes both the verse form of the poetry and the style in which it is sung. 

• It is a form of devotional music that traces its origin to the ancient text of Samveda. 

• One significant characteristic of Dhrupad is the emphasis on maintaining the purity of the Raga. 

• Hindustani classical music is primarily vocal-centric.  

• The primary vocal forms associated with Hindustani music are the Khayal, Ghazal, Dhrupad, 

Dhammar, Tarana and Thumri. 

• The alap in dhrupad is sung using a set of syllables, popularly thought to be derived from a mantra, in a 

recurrent, set pattern: are ne na, té te re ne na, ri re re ne na, te ne toom ne. 

68.With reference to the cultural history of India, the term ‘Panchayatan’ refers to  

A. an assembly of village elders 

B. a religious sect’ 

C. a style of temple construction 

D. an administrative functionary  

Answer: C 

Explanation 
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• A temple is a Panchayatana one when the main shrine is surrounded by four subsidiary shrines at four 

different corners.  

• Panchayatan also refers to a type of worship (puja) performed by Smarta brahmins.  

• The panchayatana puja is marked by the simultaneous worship of five different deities’ viz. Vishnu, 

Shiva, Surya, Ganesh, and the Goddess. 

69.Ibadat Khana at Fatehpur Sikri was (2014) 

A. The mosque for the use of Royal Family 

B. Akbar’s  private chamber prayer 

C. The hall in which Akbar held discussions with scholars of various religions. 

D. The room in which the nobles belonging to different religions gathered to discuss religious affairs 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• The Ibādat Khāna (House of Worship) was a meeting house built in 1575 CE by Akbar at Fatehpur 

Sikri to gather spiritual leaders of different religious grounds so as to conduct a discussion on the 

teachings of the respective religious leaders. 

• In his eagerness to learn about different religions, Akbar built call of prayer at Fatehpur Sikri in 1575 

known as the Ibadat Khana.  

• At this place, he invited selected mystics, intellectuals and theologians, and held discussions on 

religious and spiritual themes.  
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• He invited scholars belonging to various religion such as Hinduism, Islam , Zoroastrianism , 

Christianity and even atheists. He conducted religious debates with these people.  

• The result of these discussions at the Hall of Prayer led them to the conclusion that all religions lead 

to the same goal. 

70.Consider the following historical places: (2013) 

1. Ajanta Caves 

2. Lepakshi Temple 

3. Sanchi Stupa 

Which of the above places is / are also known for mural paintings? 

A. 1 only 

B. 1 and 2 only 

C. 1, 2 and 3 

D. None of the above 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• Built in the 16th century, the architectural features of the Lepakshi temple are in the Vijayanagara 

style with profusion of carvings and paintings at almost every exposed surface of the temple.  

• The fresco paintings are particularly detailed in very bright dresses and colours with scenes of Rama 

and Krishna from the epic stories of the Ramayana, the Mahabharata and the Puranas and they are 

well preserved. 

71.Which of the following statements about Guru Nanak are true? 
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1. He rejected sacrifices, ritual baths, image worship, austerities and the scriptures of both Hindus 

and Muslims 

2. He organised his followers into a community. 

3. He did not wish to establish a new religion 

4. He proposed a simple way to connect to the Divine by remembering and repeating the Divine 

Name, expressing his ideas through hymns 

Select the Correct Option 

A. 1, 2 and 3 only 

B. 2, 3 and 4 only 

C. 1, 3 and 4 only 

D. All of the above 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• The message of Baba Guru Nanak is spelt out in his hymns and teachings. These suggest that he 

advocated a form of nirguna bhakti. He firmly repudiated the external practices of the religions he 

saw around him.  

• He rejected sacrifices, ritual baths, image worship, austerities and the scriptures of both Hindus and 

Muslims. For Baba Guru Nanak, the Absolute or “rab” had no gender or form.  

• He proposed a simple way to connect to the Divine by remembering and repeating the Divine Name, 

expressing his ideas through hymns called “shabad” in Punjabi, the language of the region.  

• Baba Guru Nanak would sing these compositions in various ragas while his attendant Mardana played 

the rabab. 

• Baba Guru Nanak organised his followers into a community but he did not set up a separate religion 

which only happened much later under the 10th Guru- Guru Gobind Singh.  

• He set up rules for congregational worship (sangat) involving collective recitation.  

• It appears that Baba Guru Nanak did not wish to establish a new religion, but after his death his 

followers consolidated their own practices and distinguished themselves from both Hindus and 

Muslims. 

72.Consider the following statements 

1. The amara-nayaka system was a major political innovation of the Delhi Sultanate 

2. The amara-nayakas were military commanders who were given territories to govern by the raya. 

3. These contingents provided the Vijayanagara kings with an effective fighting force with which 

they brought the entire southern peninsula under their control. 

Which of the above are correct? 
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A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. All of the above 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• The amara-nayaka system was a major political innovation of the Vijayanagara Empire. It is likely that 

many features of this system were derived from the iqta system of the Delhi Sultanate. 

• The amara-nayakas were military commanders who were given territories to govern by the raya. 

• They collected taxes and other dues from peasants, crafts persons and traders in the area.  

• They retained part of the revenue for personal use and for maintaining a stipulated contingent of 

horses and elephants.  

• These contingents provided the Vijayanagara kings with an effective fighting force with which they 

brought the entire southern peninsula under their control. Some of the revenue was also used for the 

maintenance of temples and irrigation works. 

• The amara-nayakas sent tribute to the king annually and personally appeared in the royal court with 

gifts to express their loyalty.  

• Kings occasionally asserted their control over them by transferring them from one place to another.  

• However, during the course of the seventeenth century, many of these nayakas established 

independent kingdoms. This hastened the collapse of the central imperial structure. 

73.Consider the following statements about Mansabdari system 

1. The Mughal administrative system had at its apex a military-cum-bureaucratic apparatus 

(mansabdari) which was responsible for looking after the civil and military affairs of the state. 

2. Some mansabdars were paid in cash (naqdi), while the majority of them were paid through 

assignments of revenue (jagirs) in different regions of the empire. 

3. They were never transferred. 

Select the Correct Option  

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. All of the above 

Answer: A 

Explanation 
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• Akbar, who institutionalized it in Mughal military set up and civil administration after reforming and 

introduction of two new concepts namely ‘Zat’ and ‘Sawar.’  

• The mansab or rank was designated by dual representation - one by personal rank (called zat) and the 

other by cavalry rank (called sawar). Every mansabdar was given the rank of both zat and sawar. 

• There was periodic transfer of mansabdars.  

• As institutional framework of mansabdari existed in both military organization and civil 

administration the mansabdars were transferred from the civil administration to the military 

department and vice versa. 

74.Which of the following is/are correct? 

1. Gandhi was against the English system of education as also against the use of English as a medium 

of instruction.  

2. He wanted education to be in the vernacular.  

3. He advocated free and compulsory education for all-boys and girls between 7 and 14 years. 

Select the Correct Option 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. All of the above 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• Gandhi was against the English system of education as also against the use of English as a medium of 

instruction.  

• He wanted education to be in the vernacular.  

• He advocated free and compulsory education for all-boys and girls between 7 and 14 years.  

• In Gandhi’s view education should be an integrated approach to the full development of the 

personality; it should include physical training and high moral principles along with intellectual and 

cognitive development.  

• He differentiated between learning and education, knowledge and wisdom, literacy and lessons of 

life. 

75.What was the purpose of establishing ‘Tolstoy Farm’ in South Africa by Gandhiji? 

1. Tolstoy Farm was meant to house the families of the Satyagrahies to give them a way to sustain 
themselves in South Africa 

2. All those who had lost their jobs and homes by their participation in the Satyagraha could be 
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settled there 

Select the Correct Option 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• Hermann Kallenbach, a white farmer, was so impressed with the peaceful way of life at Phoenix that 
he offered, Gandhi his own big farm near Johannesburg to start another establishment.  

• He suggested that all those who had lost their jobs and homes by their participation in the Satyagraha 
during the struggle for equal rights in South Africa could be settled there. 

• The new establishment was named ‘Tolstoy Farm’, after the Great Russian writer whom Gandhi much 
admired.  

• Here people who were different in nationality, religion, and colour lived together like one family.  

• They worked hard and shared the fruits of their labour. 

76.Arrange the following in chronological order  

1. The Policy of Ring Fence 

2. The Policy of Equal Federation 

3. The Policy of Subordinate Union 

4. The Policy of Subordinate Isolation 

A. (1) (4) (3) (2) 

B. (1) (3) (2) (4) 

C. (3) (2) (4) (1) 

D. (4) (2) (1) (3) 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

• The Company’s Struggle for Equality from a Position of Subordination (1740-1765)  

✓ Starting with Anglo-French rivalry with the coming of Dupleix in 1751, the East India Company 

asserted political identity with capture of Arcot (1751).  

✓ With the Battle of Plassey in 1757, the East India Company acquired political power next only to 

the Bengal nawabs.  

✓ In 1765 with the acquisition of the Diwani of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa, the East India Company 

became a significant political power 

• Policy of Ring Fence (1765-1813) 
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✓ This policy was reflected in Warren Hastings’ wars against the Marathas and Mysore, and aimed at 

creating buffer zones to defend the Company’s frontiers.  

✓ Major powers such as Hyderabad, Awadh and the Marathas accepted subsidiary alliance. Thus, 

British supremacy was established. 

• Policy of Subordinate Isolation (1813-1857) 

✓ Now, the imperial idea grew and the theory of paramountcy began to develop. The states 

surrendered all forms of external sovereignty but retained sovereignty in internal administration. 

✓ This policy of annexation culminated in usurpation of eight states by Dalhousie including some big 

states such as Satara and Nagpur. 

• Policy of Subordinate Union (1857-1935) 

✓ The year 1858 saw the assumption of direct responsibility by the Crown. 

✓ The paramount supremacy of the Crown presupposed and implied the subordination of states. 

• Policy of Equal Federation (1935-1947) 

✓ The Government of India Act, 1935 proposed a Federal Assembly with 125 out of 375 seats for the 

princes and the Council of States with 104 out of 160 seats for the princes, under its scheme of an 

all-India federation, which was subject to ratification by states representing more than half of the 

population and entitled to more than half of the seats in the Council of States. 

✓ This scheme never came into existence and after the outbreak of World War II (September 1939) it 

was dropped altogether. 

77.English East India Company lost the monopoly of Chinese trade by 

A. The Charter Act of 1813 

B. The Charter Act of 1833 

C. The Charter Act of 1853 

D. The Charter Act of 1893 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• The Charter Act of 1813 

✓ The Company’s monopoly over trade in India ended, but the Company retained the trade with 

China and the trade in tea 

• The Charter Act of 1833 

✓ The Company’s monopoly over trade with China and in tea also ended. 

www.sleepyclasses.com 

Call 6280133177
Available on App Store 

 and Play Store 42

http://T.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com


T.me/SleepyClasses

78.Which of the following statements is incorrect? 

A. Amrita Bazar Patrika was originally a Bengali paper. 

B. Samachar Darpan, the Vernacular newspaper was started during the period of Warren Hastings. 

C. Bombay Times became the Times of India. 

D. The Bengal Gazette, the Weekly Newspaper, was started by James Augustus Hickey. 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• Originally called The Bombay Times and Journal of Commerce, the paper was founded in 1838 to serve 

the British residents of western India.  

• At first published twice weekly, the paper became a daily in 1851 and changed its name to The Times of 

India in 1861. 

• Samachar Darpan was the first Bengali weekly newspaper. It was published by the Baptist Missionary 

Society and published on 23 May 1818 from the Baptist Mission Press at Serampore. 

• The Governor at the time was Lord Hastings. 

79.Match the List – I with List – II and select the correct answer from the codes given below: 

                List – I                            List – II 

1. Treaty of Allahabad              a. 1769 

2. Treaty of Madras                    b. 1765 

3. Treaty of Purandar                c. 1776 

4. Treaty of Mangalore            d. 1784 

       1          2          3          4 

A. b          c          d          a 

B. c          d          a          b 

C. b          a          c          d 

D. a          b         d           c 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• The Treaty of Allahabad 

✓ After the Battle of Buxar in 1764, Robert Clive concluded two important treaties at Allahabad in 

August 1765—one with the Nawab of Awadh and the other with the Mughal Emperor, Shah Alam 

II. 

• The Treaty of Madras 
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✓ This was a consequence of the first Anglo-Mysore War. Haider Ali was lined up in battle against the 

East India Company which was being supported by the Nizam and the Marathas. 

✓ Haider Ali won the tactical battle and the English were forced to conclude a very humiliating treaty 

with Haidar on April 4, 1769—Treaty of Madras.  

• The Treaty of Purandar 

✓ This was a consequence of the First Anglo-Maratha War.  

✓ It was signed on 1 March 1776 by the peshwa of the Maratha people and the East India Company. 

Based on the terms of the accord, the British were able to secure Salsette.  

✓ Treaty was signed between the then Governor General Warren Hasting who sent Colonel Upton 

and Nana Phadnavis of Peshwa in which British accepted Sawai Madhav Rao as a new Peshwa and 

Maratha accepted not to recognise existence of French in India. 

• The Treaty of Mangalore  

✓ It was signed between Tipu Sultan and the British East India Company on 11 March 1784. It was 

signed in Mangalore and brought an end to the Second Anglo-Mysore War. 

80.The Ilbari ruler who introduced Sijada, Paibos and Nauroz to the Delhi Sultanate was 

A. Qutabuddin Aibek 

B. Iltutmish 

C. Balban 

D. Bahram Shah 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• Sijda - Under this, the people had to kneel down and touch the ground with their head while greeting 

the Sultan.  

• Balban introduced rigorous court discipline and new customs such as prostration and kissing the 

Sultan’s feet to prove his superiority over the nobles.  

• He also introduced the Persian festival of Nauroz to impress the nobles and people with his wealth and 

power. He stood forth as the champion of Turkish nobility.  

81.Arrange the following monuments in chronological order: 

1. Char Minar - Hyderabad 

2. Humayun’s Tomb - Delhi 

3. Tomb of Sher Shah Suri - Sasaram 

4. Gol Gumbaz - Bijapur 
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Select the correct answer from the code given below: 

A. (2), (3), (4), (1)  

B. (4), (1), (3), (2) 

C. (3), (2), (1), (4)  

D. (1), (4), (2), (3) 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• Char Minar – Hyderabad – 1591 - The fifth ruler of the Qutb Shahi dynasty, Muhammad Quli Qutb 

Shah, built the Charminar in 1591 after shifting his capital from Golkonda to the newly formed city of 

Hyderabad. 

• Humayun’s Tomb – 1569-70 - The tomb was commissioned by Humayun's first wife and chief consort, 

Empress Bega Begum (also known as Haji Begum) in 1569-70 

• Tomb of Sher Shah Suri – 1545 - The tomb was built during the lifetime of Sher Shah as well as the 

reign of his son Islam Shah. An inscription dates its completion to 16 August 1545, three months after 

the death of Sher Shah 

• Gol Gumbaz – 1648 - Gol Gumbaz at Vijayapura is the mausoleum of king Muhammad Adil Shah, Adil 

Shah Dynasty. Construction began in 1626 and was completed in 1656. 

82.After storming Sirhind, Banda Bahadur adopted the title of Padshah, started a new calendar and 

issued coins bearing the names of which Gurus? 

A. Guru Nanak and Guru Hargobind 

B. Guru Nanak and Guru Gobind Singh 

C. Guru Hargobind and Guru Arjan 

D. Guru Gobind Singh and Guru Tegh Bahadur 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• Bahādur Shah attempted to make peace with the Sikh Guru, Gobind Singh. But when, after the death 

of the Guru, the Sikhs once again raised the banner of revolt in the Punjab under the leadership of 

Banda Singh Bahādur 

• The Sikh movement was an open challenge to Mughal royalty. Banda adopted the title of Sacha 

Badshah (“True King”), started a new calendar, and issued coins bearing the names of Guru Nanak, the 

founder of the Sikh religion, and Guru Gobind. 

83.Match the following and choose the correct answer from the code given below: 

 (Nationalist women)   (Their activities) 
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1. Sarojini Naidu                   (i) A leader of the underground movement 

2. Usha Mehta    (ii) Joined Azad Hind Fauz 

3. Aruna Asaf Ali   (iii) Led Salt Satyagraha at Dharsana 

4. Dr. Lakshmi Swaminathan  (iv) Operated secret radio during Quit India Movement 

        (1) (2) (3) (4) 

A. (iv) (ii) (i) (iii) 

B. (iii) (iv) (i) (ii) 

C. (iv) (iii) (ii) (i) 

D. (iii) (ii) (iv) (i) 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• Sarojini Naidu - Led Salt Satyagraha at Dharsana 

• Usha Mehta - Operated secret radio during Quit India Movement 

• Aruna Asaf Ali - A leader of the underground movement 

• Dr. Lakshmi Swaminathan - Joined Azad Hind Fauz 

84.Chronologically arrange the following top level political negotiations that took place to conciliate 

the Muslim League position: 

1. Bhulabhai Desai-Liaqat Ali Pact 

2. Simla Conference 

3. Gandhi-Jinnah talks 

4. Rajaji (Raj Gopalachari) formula 

A. (3), (1), (4), (2) 

B. (2), (4), (3), (1) 

C. (1), (3), (2), (4) 

D. (4), (3), (1), (2) 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• The allies in the war seemed to be victorious and attitude of British administration towards Congress 

softened with this. At the same time, America was pressing on meeting India’s demand for self-

governance though being an ally of Britain in the war. 
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• When Gandhi was released on 5 May 1944, he proposed talks with Jinnah on his two-nation theory 

and negotiating on issue of partition. 

• C. Rajagopalachari (CR), the veteran Congress leader, prepared a formula for Congress-League 

cooperation in 1944. 

• The CR formula acted as the basis for the negotiations. Gandhi and Jinnah met in September 1944 to 

ease the deadlock. 

• Gandhi placed the CR formula as his proposal to Jinnah. 

Desai – Liaqat Pact 

• Bhulabhai Desai, leader of the Congress Party in the Central Legislative Assembly, met Liaqat Ali 

Khan, deputy leader of the Muslim League in that Assembly, and both of them came up with the draft 

proposal for the formation of an interim government at the centre, consisting of— 

✓ an equal number of persons nominated by the Congress and the League in the central legislature. 

✓ 20% reserved seats for minorities.  

• No settlement could be reached between the Congress and the League on these lines 

Wavell Plan 

• Although the war in Europe came to an end in May 1945, the Japanese threat still remained.  

• The Conservative government in Britain led by Churchill was keen to reach a solution on the 

constitutional question in India 

• For this purpose, a conference was convened by the viceroy, Lord Wavell, at Shimla in June 1945. 

85.After gaining independence from the British rule, who reminded Jawaharlal Nehru, ‘freedom comes 

to India, not to the Congress’, urging the formulation of a cabinet that included the ablest men 

regardless of party affiliation? 

A. C. Rajgopalachari 

B. Dr. Rajendra Prasad 

C. Mahatma Gandhi 

D. Vallabhbhai Patel 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• R. K. Shanmukham Chetty, a Madras businessman who possessed one of the best financial minds in 

India;  

• B. R. Ambedkar, a brilliant legal scholar and an ‘Untouchable’ by caste;  

• Shyama Prasad Mookerjee, a leading Bengal politician who belonged (at this time) to the Hindu 

Mahasabha.  

• All three had collaborated with the rulers while the Congress men served time in British jails.  
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• But now Nehru and his colleagues wisely put aside these differences.  

• Gandhi had reminded them that ‘freedom comes to India, not to the Congress’, urging the formation 

of a Cabinet that included the ablest men regardless of party affiliation. 

86.Which of the following are correct about “The Indian Tourism Statistics”? 

1. It was released by Ministry of Tourism. 

2. According to the report Himachal Pradesh attracted the highest number of domestic tourists in 

the country. 

Select the correct code. 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: A 

87.What is Oaxaca, recently heard in news? 

A. An indigenous cow of South Africa. 

B. A tribe from Amazon forest. 

C. A khadi collective. 

D. Geoglyph recently discovered in Marree. 

Answer: C 

88.Identify the fort based on the following statements? 

1. It was originally known as Mankal, and built on a hilltop in the year 1143. 

2. It was fortified between 14th and 17th centuries by the Bahmani Sultans and then by the Qutub 

Shahi dynasty.  

3. The National Monuments Authority (NMA) is developing 54 row houses in the regulated zone of 

the 500-year-old Fort in the caveat that colour scheme should match with that of the 

monuments. 

Select the correct code 

A. Golconda Fort 

B. Badami Fort 

C. Warangal Fort 
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D. Anjengo Fort 

Answer: A 

89.Which of the following statements are incorrect regarding PAKUR? 

1. Pakur is dried medicinal root found in tribal areas. 

2. It is gathered by Santhal Tribals and Vulnerable Pahadhiya tribes from Pakur, Jharkhand 

Select the correct code 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: A 

90.The Trade Disputes Act of 1929 provided for? 

A. The participation of workers in the management of industries. 

B. Arbitrary powers to the management to quell industrial disputes. 

C. An intervention by the British Court in the event of a trade dispute. 

D. A system of tribunal and ban on strikes. 

Answer: D 

91.Which of the following statements are correct about Van Dhan scheme? 

1. It is an initiative of Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change. 

2. It was launched in 2018 to seek to improve additional income for the tribal population. 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• It is an initiative of TRIFED and Ministry of Tribal Affairs. 

• It was launched in 2018 to seek to improve additional income for the tribal population. 
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• The Van Dhan Vikas Kendra was launched under the scheme.  

• The Van Dhan Vikas Kendra provides skill upgradation and setting up of value addition facilities and 

primary processing facilities.  

• Also, it helps in providing capacity building training. 

• The scheme is implemented by Ministry of Tribal Affairs. The Nodal Agency involved in the 

implementation is TRIFED (Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of India). 

• The two major functions of TRIFED are retail marketing of tribal products and development of minor 

forest produce. 

• It aims to promote and encourage tribal community in improving their economic situations. The 

TRIFED acts as a facilitator for the tribal population to sell their products. 

92.Based on the following statements, identify the resistance? 

1. It was an organized working class uprising in the Princely State of Travancore, British India. 

2. These riots were basically against the interim government. 

3. ICHR says that these Communist agitations cannot be counted as the part of the Independence 

movement as they took place after the interim government led by Jawaharlal Nehru assumed 

office. 

4. This was a proper struggle against the declaration of ‘Independent Travancore’ by the then 

Travancore. 

A. Vellore mutiny 

B. Attingal revolt 

C. Malabar rebellion 

D. Punnapara-Vayalar revolt 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• It was an organized working class uprising in the Princely State of Travancore, British India against the 

Prime Minister, C. P. Ramaswami Iyer and the state. 

• The objectives of the revolt were to overthrow the exploitative diwan of Travancore and to liberate 

the working class from unjust taxation and exploitation of the establishment. 

• ICHR says these Communist agitations cannot be counted as the part of the Independence movement 

as they took place after the interim government led by Jawaharlal Nehru assumed office. These riots 

were basically against the interim government. 

• It was a unique agitation where the working class rose against the government. 

• It saw the people of all classes up in arms against a common tyrant hence it dissolved class and 

religion distinction and induced unity among people. 
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• It resulted in establishing democracy in the region and also gave a decisive turn to the politics of the 

state. 

• Historians maintain this was a proper struggle against the declaration of ‘Independent Travancore’ by 

the then Travancore. 

• T K Varghese Vaidyan, a leader of the struggle, had gone on record saying it was a rehearsal for a 

larger revolution with the ultimate objective of establishing a “Communist India”. 

93.BAGH print is associated with which state? 

A. Jharkhand 

B. Haryana 

C. Uttar pradesh  

D. Madhya Pradesh 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• Bagh print is a traditional Indian handicraft originating in Bagh, Dhar district of Madhya Pradesh, 

India. 

• The process is characterised by hand printed wood block relief prints with naturally sourced pigments 

and dyes. 

• Bagh print fabric motifs are typically geometric, paisley, or floral compositions dyed with vegetable 

colours of red and black over a white background, and is a popular textile printing product.  

• Its name is derived from the village Bagh located on the banks of the Bagh River. 

94.Which of the following statements are correct regarding Bhagat Singh? 

1. In 1924 in Kanpur he established Hindustan Republican Association. 

2. Initially, he supported Mahatma Gandhi and the Non-Cooperation Movement. 

3. 23rd March is observed as ‘Martyrs’ Day’ or ‘Shaheed Diwas’ or ‘Sarvodaya Day’ in honour of 

Bhagat Singh, Rajguru and Sukhdev. 

4. His 113th birth anniversary was celebrated on 28th September, 2020. 

A. 1, 2 and 3 

B. 2, 3 and 4 

C. 1, 3 and 4 

D. 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Answer: B 

Explanation 
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• Initially, he supported Mahatma Gandhi and the Non-Cooperation Movement. 

• When Gandhi withdrew the movement in the wake of the Chauri Chaura incident, Bhagat Singh 

turned to revolutionary nationalism. 

• In 1924 in Kanpur, he became a member of the Hindustan Republican Association, started by 

Sachindranath Sanyal a year earlier. 

• In 1925, Bhagat Singh returned to Lahore and within the next year he and his colleagues started a 

militant youth organisation called the Naujawan Bharat Sabha. 

• In 1928, he was associated with the Hindustan Socialist Republican Association (HSRA) along with 

Sukhdev, Chandrashekhar Azad and others. 

• Bhagat Singh and Sukhdev also organized the Lahore Students Union for open, legal work among the 

students. 

95.Which of the following statements are incorrect? 

1. Thiruvalluvar was a Telugu saint, poet, and a philosopher. 

2. Thiruvalluvar’s moral philosophy is anthropo-centric since it focuses on life on this earth rather 

than aspiring for heavenly abode. 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

• Thiruvalluvar, commonly known as Valluvar, was a Tamil saint, poet, and a philosopher.  

• He is usually shown with a white shawl in the images. 

• Details about Thiruvalluvar’s real name, date and place of birth, religious affiliation and family 

background are not available.  

• Many researchers put his birth date between 1st century BCE and 2nd century CE. 

• Thiruvalluvar’s moral philosophy is anthropo-centric since it focuses on life on this earth rather than 

aspiring for heavenly abode. 

• He opposed absolutizing and idealizing the problems and making them other-worldly affairs. 

• He boldly advocated a life of discipline, self-control, chastity, non-violence, temperance and devotion.  

• He is best known as the author of Thirukkural, a collection of 1330 couplets on ethics, political and 

economic matters, and love.  

• In Thirukkural, through the phrase 'Aadhi Bhagavan’, Thiruvalluvar asserted that the Omnipotent and 

Omnipresent God was Universal. 
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96.Which of the following statements are correct about world tourism day? 

1. 27th September is celebrated as World Tourism Day. 

2. Theme for 2020 is Tourism and Rural Development. 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• 27th September has been celebrated as World Tourism Day since 1980. 

• It was on this day in 1970 when the Statutes of the United Nations World Tourism Organization 

(UNWTO) were adopted which are considered a milestone in global tourism. 

• The UNWTO is the United Nations specialised agency responsible for the promotion of responsible, 

sustainable and universally accessible tourism. 

• Theme for 2020 is ‘Tourism and Rural Development’. 

• The theme encourages the celebration of the unique role played by tourism in job creation outside of 

the big cities. 

97.SAATHI app has been launched by 

A. Ministry of Culture 

B. Ministry of Tourism 

C. National School of Drama 

D. Ministry of Tribal Affairs 

Answer: B 
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Explanation 

• The ministry of Tourism launched the SAATHI app. 

• SAATHI is an initiative of the tourism ministry with the Quality Council of India. 

• It is to assist the hospitality industry in continuing to operate safely and instill confidence among staff, 

employees and guests about the safety of the hotels and units.  

98.Which of the following statements are correct about Ezhuthachan Puraskaram? 

1. It is the highest literary honour that is given by the Tamil Sahitya Akademi. 

2. It is given by the state government. 

3. It consists of a cash prize of ₹5,00,000 and a citation. 

4. Paul Zacharia has been selected for Ezhuthachan Puraskaram 2020. 

A. 1, 2 and 3 only 

B. 2, 3 and 4 only 

C. 1, 3 and 4 only 

D. 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• The Ezhuthachan Puraskaram is the highest literary honour that is given by the Kerala 

SahityaAkademi, Government of Kerala.  

• The award is named after Thunchaththu Ezhuthachan, the father of the Malayalam language. 

• It consists of a cash prize of ₹5, 00,000 and a citation. 

• The prize money was enhanced by ₹50,000 in 2011. 

• The award was instituted in 1993 and Sooranad Kunjan Pillai was its first recipient. 

• Noted Malayalam writer Paul Zacharia has been selected for this year’s Ezhuthachan Puraskaram. 

• Born in 1945 at Kottayam, Zacharia had worked as a journalist with various national media 

organisations. 

• Salam America’, ‘Oridath, ‘Aarkkariyam’, ‘Bhaskara patelarum ente jeevithavum’ are among his various 

literary works. 

• Zacharia won the Kerala Sahitya Akademi Award in 1979 and the Kendra Sahitya Akademi Award in 

2004. 
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99.What is Avadhanam? 

A. A type of temple architecture. 

B. A grant of land by the king. 

C. A type of tax levied on animals. 

D. Test of the poet’s literary prowess. 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• The Vice President observed that ‘avadhanam’ as a literary feat has greatly contributed to the Telugu 

language’s glorious tradition. 

• ‘Avadhanam’ is like a test of the poet’s literary prowess and scholarship, he added. This extraordinary 

feat, a historical and unique feature of only a few languages. 

• Avadhanam’ is an exciting literary performance that involves solving tricky literary posers, 

improvising poems and tests a person's capability of performing such multiple tasks simultaneously. 

• The ‘International ‘Satavadhanam’’a unique literary feat program, was launched virtually by the Vice 

President. 

100.Where is Mansarlake situated? 

A. Jammu 

B. Himachal Pradesh 

C. Uttarakhand 

D. Ladakh 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

• Mansar Lake is situated 37 km from Jammu. 

• Surinsar-Mansar Lakes are designated as Ramsar Convention in November 2005. 

• Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region inaugurated the Mansar Lake Development Plan in 

Jammu and Kashmir. 

• The project is eyed to attract almost 20 lakh tourists every year.  

• It will bring an increase in employment opportunities.   

• It is believed that the sanctity of this lake is equivalent to that of Mansarovar Lake of Tibet because its 

water has the power to absolve a person of his or her sins. 

• Newlyweds consider it auspicious to perform three ambulations (Parikarma) around the lake to seek 

the blessings of Sheshnag, the lord of serpents, whose shrine is located on its eastern bank. 
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101.Which country has released a special pictorial anthology on Mahatma Gandhi named - The Gandhi 

as I understood? 

A. Bangladesh 

B. Russia 

C. South Africa 

D. Nepal 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• An anthology is defined as a book that has a large collection of writings in similar form, from a similar 

time, or about a similar subject manner, but by various authors 

• Nepal President Bidya Devi Bhandari has released a special pictorial anthology on Mahatma Gandhi 

to mark the 151st birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi.  

• This anthology is written in the Nepali language.  

• This anthology on Gandhi is titled as “MaileBujheko Gandhi” or “the Gandhi as I understood”. 

• The book has been released to mark the birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi and the culmination of 

the 2 year-long celebrations of ‘150 years of Mahatma’. 

• This anthology has been published by the Indian Embassy together with the B P Koirala India-Nepal 

Foundation. 

• The publishers hope that the teachings, ideas of Mahatma Gandhi will bring Nepalese youth closer to 

the global icon. 

• The book aims to bring to youth of Nepal closer to Mahatma Gandhi. 

• The book also brings together the perspectives of 25 eminent Nepali personalities about Mahatma 

Gandhi. 

102.Local4Diwali campaign has been launched by which ministry 

A. Ministry of culture 

B. Ministry of Textiles 

C. Ministry of Rural Development 

D. Ministry of MSME 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• The Union Ministry of Textiles has launched a campaign for Diwali- “Local4Diwali”.  

• The campaign has been launched to promote the Indian handicraft. 
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• As per the available data, the handicrafts sector is a major sector of women empowerment as almost 

55% of the workers and artisans are women. 

• Ministry has urged to Gift Diyas, home décor or furnishings like curtains, bed sheets or other 

handcrafted goods to your dear ones on this Diwali. 

• Encourage the sale of local handicrafts, share posts on platforms like Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, 

etc. with hashtag #Local4Diwali. 

• Take a picture of your favorite handicraft product and post the picture tagging others. 

• This campaign will help the handicraft artisans and workers in increasing their sales and promoting 

their business. 

• After the promotion of idea of “Vocal for Local” by PM Modi, every sector is working towards 

promoting local businesses and strengthening Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan. 

103.Which of the following statements about HUNAR HAAT are correct? 

1. These Haat aim to provide market exposure and employment opportunities to artisans, 

craftsmen and traditional culinary experts. 

2. These are organised by the Ministry of Tribal Affairs. 

A. 1 Only 

B. 2 Only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

• Hunar Haat has restarted from November 11 after a gap of around seven months due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic.  

• The theme of this Hunar Haat is “Vocal for Local”. 

• As the name suggests, local products made from Metal, Maati (clay), and Machiya (wooden and jute 

products) are the major attractions of the event.  

• Other than this, products made from cane-bamboo and pottery work can also be seen at the event. 

More than 100 stalls have been set up at the haat. 

• Hunar Haat is an exhibition of traditional products and handicrafts launched by Ministry of Minority 

Affairs in 2017. 

• It was launched under upgrading the Skills and Training in Traditional Arts/ Crafts for Development 

(USTTAD) scheme.  
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104.Which of the following statements about ‘Barnaparichay’ a mid 19th century Bengali text are 

correct? 

1. It was written by Raja Rammohan Roy. 

2. It was the most widely used Bengali primer of the time. 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• Barnaparichay or BarnaParichay (1855) is a Bengali primer written by 19th century Indian social 

reformer Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar.  

• This is considered as "the most influential primer of Bengal". 

• The primer had two parts (part I & part II) and was published. 

• This reflected Vidayasagar's knowledge, expertise and background as a Sanskrit scholar. 

• Year 2020 commemorates 200 years of Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar. 

105.Which of the following statements regarding Public Service Broadcasting Day are correct? 

1. Public Service Broadcasting Day is celebrated every year as the remembrance of the only visit of 

Mahatma Gandhi to the studio of All India Radio, Delhi. 

2. During his visit to the All-India Radio station, Gandhi addressed people who were displaced after 

Indo- Pak partition. 

A. 1 Only 

B. 2 Only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• Public Service Broadcasting Day is celebrated every year on November 12 as the remembrance of the 

first and only visit of Mahatma Gandhi to the studio of All India Radio, Delhi in 1947.  

• During his visit to the All-India Radio station, Gandhi addressed people who were displaced after 

partition of Haryana and were temporarily settled in Kurukshetra.  

• Every year, a special event is organized to observe the Public Service Broadcasting Day in the 

premises of All India Radio, New Delhi. 
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• All India Radio: 

✓ All India Radio is a public sector broadcaster of the country established in the year 1936. 

✓ It is a division of broadcasting agency Prasar Bharati.  

✓ All India Radio is the one of the largest broadcasting organisations in the world in terms of the 

number of languages of broadcast and the socio-economic spectrum and cultural diversity served 

by the broadcaster. 

✓ AIR originates programming in 179 dialects and 23 languages. 

✓ AIR has 470 Broadcasting centres across the country. 

✓ Doordarshan is also a division of Prasar Bharati 

106.Who has won the Booker Prize for year 2020? 

A. Anna Burns 

B. George Saunders 

C. Paul Beatty 

D. Douglas Stuart 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• Douglas Stuart has won the Booker Prize for Shuggie Bain, his debut novel about a boy in 1980s 

Glasgow trying to support his mother as she struggles with addiction and poverty. 

• The Booker Prize for Fiction, formerly known as the Booker–McConnell Prize (1969–2001) and the 

Man Booker Prize (2002–2019), is a literary prize awarded each year for the best original novel 

written in the English language and published in the United Kingdom. 

• For a book, translated into English and published in the United Kingdom or Ireland, the International 

Booker Prize is awarded. 

107.Which of the following statements regarding Tungabhadra Pushkaralu are correct? 

1. It is celebrated once every five years. 

2. It is celebrated in both Telangana and Andhra Pradesh 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: B 
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Explanation 

• Tungabhadra Pushkaram is a festival of River Tungabhadra normally occurs once in 12 years.  

• This Pushkaram is observed for a period of 12 days from the time of entry of Jupiter into Makara rasi 

(Capricorn). 

• The places on the banks of the Tungabhadra River where pilgrims visit famous temples are in the 

Alampur, Jogulamba Gadwal district of Telangana and Kurnool district of Andhra Pradesh. 

• The notable places are Hospet, Hampi, Kampli, Mantralayam, Kurnool, Alampur. 

• Pilgrims take bath in Tungabhadra River. 

108.Which of the following statements are correct regarding Statue of Peace? 

1. It is located in Gujarat 

2. It is a statue of a Jainacharya. 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• On 16 November 2020, Prime Minister unveiled ‘Statue of Peace’ in Rajasthan’s Pali. 

• It was to mark the 151st Jayanti celebrations of Jainacharya Shree Vijay Vallabh Surishwer Ji 

Maharaj.  

• Statue of Peace: 

✓ It is a 151-inch tall statue and is made up of 'ashtadhatu' (eight metals with copper being the 

major constituent). 

✓ It is installed at the Vijay Vallabh Sadhana Kendra, Jetpura, in Rajasthan’s Pali.  

• Jainacharya Shree Vijay Vallabh Surishwer Ji Maharaj: 

✓ Jainacharya Shree Vijay Vallabh Surishwer Ji Maharaj was born in 1870 and led an austere life, 

working selflessly and dedicatedly to spread the message of Lord Mahavira.  

✓ Jainacharya has established many institutes imbued with Indian values in Indian states like 

Punjab, Rajasthan, Gujarat, Maharashtra and Uttar Pradesh. 

✓ He also established many institutions for the girl child and worked for female education. 

✓ He worked relentlessly for the welfare of the people, the spread of education and eradication of 

social evils, wrote inspiring literature (poetry, essays, devotional hymns and stavans) and gave 

active support to the 'freedom movement' and the cause of the 'swadeshi'. 
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✓ He died in the year 1954. 

109.Justice Rajadhyaksha commission is related to  

A. Enquiry into Godhra carnage 

B. Insurance Reforms  

C. Press reforms 

D. Companies and MRPT Act  

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• Every year the National Press Day is celebrated on November 16. 

• Press Council of India was established on November 16, 1966.  

• The Press Council of India acts as a moral watchdog for media. 

• Also, the Press Council of India makes sure that the freedom of press is not controlled by the threats 

or influence of other extraneous factors. 

• The Article 19 of the Constitution of India provides the right to freedom of speech and expression. 

However, the freedom of press is not specifically included in the article. 

• Press Commission under Justice Rajadhyaksha: 

✓ A Press Commission was set up under Justice Rajadhyaksha in 1954.  

✓ A major recommendation of the committee was the establishment of the All India Press Council.  

✓ It was formally established on 4 July 1966, as an autonomous, statutory, quasi-judicial body. 

110.Based on the following statements identify the freedom fighter? 

1. She played an important role in the Indian Rebellion of 1857, and the fight against doctrine of 

lapse. 

2. The movement to establish Bundelkhand as a separate state has also used the legend to create 

the Bundeli identity. 

3. The Archaeological Survey of India is setting up a museum at Panch Mahal, a five-story building 

located inside the Jhansi Fort in her remembrance. 

A. Rani Laxmi Bai 

B. Uda Devi 

C. Jhalkari Bai 

D. Umabai Kundapur  

Answer: C 
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Explanation 

• Jhalkaribai (22 November 1830 – 4 April 1858) 

was a woman soldier who played an important 

role in the Indian Rebellion of 1857. 

• She served in the women's army of Rani 

Lakshmibai of Jhansi. 

• She eventually rose to a position of a prominent 

advisor to the queen, Rani of Jhansi herself. 

• At the height of the Siege of Jhansi, she disguised 

herself as the Queen and fought on her behalf, on 

the front, allowing the Queen to escape safely out 

of the fort. 

• Jhalakaribai was born to Sadova Singh and 

Jamunadevi on 22 November 1830 in Bhojla 

village near Jhansi. 

• The Dalit castes of North India have used her legend to glorify their communities; for example, the 

Koris consider her a brave woman warrior born in their caste, and celebrate "Jhalkaribai Jayanti" to 

create a sense of pride among themselves. 

• The death anniversary of Jhalkaribai is also celebrated as Shahid Diwas (Martyr Day) by various Koli 

organizations. 

• The movement to establish Bundelkhand as a separate state has also used the legend of Jhalkaribai to 

create the Bundeli identity. 

• The Government of India's Post and Telegraph department has issued a postal stamp depicting 

Jhalkaribai. 

• The Archaeological Survey of India is setting up a museum at Panch Mahal, a five-story building 

located inside the Jhansi Fort in remembrance of Jhalkaribai. 

• President Ramnath Kovind unveiled the statue of Jhalkari Bai at Guru Tegh Bahadur Complex in 

Bhopal on 10 November 2017. 

111.Which of the following statements regarding Constitution Of India are correct? 

1. The basic structure of the Indian Constitution stands on the Government of India Act, 1935. 

2. The preamble of the Indian Constitution has been amended thrice so far. 

3. The Constitution was published in Dehradun and photo lithographed by the Survey of India. 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 
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Answer: C 

Explanation 

• The Constitution of India has borrowed some 

of its features from 10 other countries, 

including Britain, Ireland, Japan, USA, South 

Africa, Germany, Australia, and Canada. 

• The Constituent Assembly of India was 

established in 1946. It met for 166 days 

spread over 2 years, 11 months and 18 days. 

• Dr. Rajendra Prasad, the first President of 

India, was elected as the President of the 

Constituent Assembly and Dr. B. R. 

Ambedkar was the head of the drafting 

committee. 

• The word “socialist” was added to the 

preamble of the Indian Constitution during emergency, by the 42nd amendment act of 1976. 

• The original hand-written copies of the Constitution are preserved in helium-filled cases in the 

Library of Parliament House. 

• The basic structure of the Indian Constitution stands on the Government of India Act, 1935. 

• The preamble of the Indian Constitution has been amended only once so far on December 18 

December 1976, during emergency. 

• The original Constitution of India was handwritten by Prem Behari Narain Raizada in a flowing italic 

style with beautiful calligraphy.  

• The Constitution was published in Dehradun and photo lithographed by the Survey of India. 

112.Based on the following statements identify the personality? 

1. He was a social reformer during the reign of the Kalachuri-dynasty king Bijjala I in Karnataka. 

2. Some of the works credited to him are Shat-sthala-vachana, Kala-jnana-vachana, Mantra-gopya, 

Ghatachakra-vachana and Raja-yoga-vachana. 

3. He is also known as Bhaktibhandari. 

4. On 14 November 2015, the Prime Minister of India inaugurated his statue along the bank of the 

river Thames at Lambeth in London. 

A. Basvanna 

B. Thiruvalluvar 

C. Ayyankali 

D. Chinnaswami Subramanya Bharathi 
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Answer: A 

Explanation 

• Basavanna was a 12thcentury poet-philosopher who was the founding saint of the Lingayat sect 

• A staunch follower of Shiva, Basava is believed to have born on the third day of Vaisakha month of the 

Anandanama (Samvatsara) in the year 1134 A.D.  

• According to believers, the birth of the prophet Basavanna heralded a new era and people refer to the 

year as 'Basava Era' or 'Basaveshwar Era' 

• He can be best described as a 12th-century philosopher, statesman, Kannada poet in the Shiva-

focussed Bhakti movement and a social reformer during the reign of the Kalachuri-dynasty king 

Bijjala I in Karnataka. 

• Some of the works credited to Basavanna include Vachana such as the Shat-sthala-vachana, Kala-

jnana-vachana, Mantra-gopya, Ghatachakra-vachana and Raja-yoga-vachana. 

• Basava advocated that every human being was equal, irrespective of caste and that all forms of 

manual labour were equally important. 

• He advocated the wearing of Ishtalinga, a necklace with a pendant that contains a small Shiva Linga. 

• On 14 November 2015, the Prime Minister of India Narendra Modi, inaugurated the statue of 

Basavanna along the bank of the river Thames at Lambeth in London. 

• Furthermore, Basavanna is the first Kannadiga in whose honour a commemorative coin has been 

minted in recognition of his social reforms. 

• He is also known as Bhaktibhandari (literally, the treasurer of devotion), or Basaveswara (Lord 

Basava). 

113.Which of the pairs have been correctly matched? 

1. Koya- Gujrat 

2. Kurukh- Bihar 

3. Sugalis – Andhra Pradesh 

4. Lepcha- Sikkim 

A. 1, 2 and 3 only 

B. 3 only 

C. 1 and 4 only 

D. 2, 3 and 4 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• Koya are an Indian tribal group found in the states of Telangana, Andhra Pradesh and Odisha. Koyas 

are commonly referred to as Koi, Koyalu, Koyollu, Koya Doralu, Dorala Sattam, etc. 
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114.The Gold coin “denarii” was first introduced in India by 

A. Kanishka 

B. Balban 

C. Bairam Khan 

D. Iltutmish 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

• Kanishka the Kushan introduced gold coins in India. 

• Roman denarii were the first gold coins to appear in India, 

which had only seen copper and silver coins so far, though of 

course, gold jewellery had been around for ages.  

• Soon the Indian rulers of the day copied the idea and gold 

coins were minted in India for the first time 

• The Kushan empire extended from southern Uzbekistan and Tajikistan, through much of present-day 

Afghanistan and Pakistan, most of Northern India, including Kashmir, to Pataliputra, which is now 

known as Patna, the state capital of Bihar. 

• The Kushan-period gold coins generally depicted iconography from Indian mythology, where Shiva, 

Buddha and Kartikeya were the major Indian deities portrayed.  

• Other icons were drawn from Greek, Mesopotamian, and Zorastrian mythologies, demonstrating the 

the fusion of different religions of that period. 

• Kanishka's coins from the beginning of his reign bear legends in the Greek language and script and 

depict Greek divinities. 

• Later coins bear legends in Bactrian, the Iranian language that the Kushans spoke, and Greek 

divinities were replaced by the corresponding Iranian ones. 

115.Thoda – A form of martial art is associated with which state? 

A. Jharkhand 

B. Kerala 

C. Madhya Pradesh 

D. Himachal Pradesh 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• Thoda name is derived from the round wooden piece attached to the head of an arrow to minimise its 

lethal potential. 

• It is a mixture of martial art, sport and culture. 
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• It takes place during Baisakhi every year. 

• This martial art relies on a player’s of skill of archery and can be dated back at the time of 

Mahabharata where bows and arrows were used in the valleys of Kullu and Manali. 

• In the game, there are 2 groups of 500 people each. All of them are not archers but dancers also who 

came with them to boost the morale of their respective teams. 

• The two teams are called Pashis and Saathis, who believed to be the descendants of Pandavas and 

Kauravas of Mahabharata. 

116.Based on the following statements identify the freedom fighter? 

1. He was born in 1891, in Madhya Pradesh’s Mhow. 

2. He was the prime crusader in The Mahad Satyagraha of 1927. 

3. Reserve Bank of India was conceptualised according to the guidelines presented by him to the 

Hilton Young Commission. 

4. The Problem of the Rupee – Its Origin and Its Solution is one of the books written by him. 

5. He changed the working hours from 12 hours to 8 hours as a part of labor reforms in 1942. 

A. Dhondo Keshav Karve 

B. Babasaheb Ambedkar 

C. Vinoba Bhave 

D. Ravishankar Shukla 

Answer: B 

Explanation 
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• He was the first Indian to pursue an Economics doctorate degree abroad, he is also the first Ph.D in 

Economics and the first double doctorate holder in Economics in South Asia. 

• During his three years at Columbia University, Ambedkar took twenty nine courses in economics, 

eleven in history, six in sociology, five in philosophy, four in anthropology, three in politics and one 

each in elementary French and German. 

• Reserve Bank of India was conceptualised according to the guidelines presented by Ambedkar to the 

Hilton Young Commission (also known as Royal Commission on Indian Currency and Finance) in his 

book, The Problem of the Rupee – Its Origin and Its Solution. 

• The Mahadsatyagraha of 1927 was one of the defining moments in Ambedkar’s political thought and 

action. Held in the small town of Mahad in Maharashtra, this satyagraha was held three years prior to 

Gandhi’s Dandi march. While salt was at the centre of Gandhi’s campaign, drinking water was at the 

core of Ambedkar’s crusade. 

• As the member for labour in the viceroy’s council from 1942 to 1946, DrAmbedkar was instrumental 

in bringing about several labour reforms. He changed the working hours from 12 hours to 8 hours in 

the 7th session of Indian Labour Conference in New Delhi in November 1942. 

• He also introduced several measures for workers like dearness allowance, leave benefit, employee 

insurance, medical leave, equal pay for equal work, minimum wages and periodic revision of scale of 

pay. He also strengthened trade unions and established employment exchanges across India. 

117.Which of the following statements regarding Chardham Project are correct? 

1. It is a Project under Ministry of culture. 

2. BRO is building roads and tunnels in this project. 

3. It is a programme taken up for connectivity improvement for Chardham (Kedarnath, Badrinath, 

Yamunotri and Gangotri) in Uttarakhand. 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• Recently Environmentalists have alleged that the contractors deputed by the government to make 

roads as part of the Chardham project are violating the Supreme Court orders on the appropriate 

road width to be followed in mountainous terrain. 

• It is a programme taken up by the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways for connectivity 

improvement for Chardham (Kedarnath, Badrinath, Yamunotri and Gangotri) in Uttrakhand. 

• The cost of the project is around Rs. 12,000 Crore. 

• It envisages improvement as well as development of 889 km length of national highways. 
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• Implementing Agencies are Uttarakhand State Public Works Department (PWD), BRO and the 

National Highway & Infrastructure Development Corporation Limited (NHIDCL) 

• The work under the programme is being implemented on Engineering, Procurement and 

Construction (EPC) mode. 

✓ Under the EPC mode, the project cost is completely borne by the government. 

✓ However, the contractor is directly responsible for ensuring quality of the work as well as 

rectification of defects and maintenance of the project stretch for a period of 4 years after 

completion of construction. 

• The Border Roads Organisation (BRO) has completed construction of a 440 m long tunnel below the 

Chamba town on the Rishikesh-Dharasu road highway (National Highway - 94). 
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118.Nghah Lou Dawr recently heard in news is associated with which of the following states? 

A. Mizoram 

B. Nagaland 

C. Sikkim 

D. Manipur 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

• The culture is called 'Culture Of Mizoram' and it is a way of life in and around Selling. 

• Locals set up shops with items for sale on display. While prices are mentioned there is complete trust 

as well. 

• Passersby are trusted to pick up what they need and put the money in the box. 

• If change is required, the buyers are encouraged to help themselves from the same container.  

• The shops work on the principle of trust. 

• The practice of trusting another teaches human beings generosity of spirit. 

119.Hindustan Dainik - a newspaper in 1936 was started by 

A. Tarak Nath Das 

B. Ganesh Shankar Vidyarthi 

C. M.M. Malviya 

D. B.G. Tilak 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• Pandit Madan Mohan Malviya passed away on this day, November 12, in the year 1946. He is known 

for his contribution in India's education system and his role in the Indian Independence movement. 

• Hindustan Dainik or Hindustan Times today, was introduced by Madan Mohan Malaviya – who was 

awarded the Bharat Ratna, posthumously. 

• Malaviya owned the paper during its critical initial years in the 1920s, and served as the chairman of 

HT from 1924 till his death in 1946. 

• HT was originally the brainchild of the Akalis, who wanted an English language paper to communicate 

with others in the freedom movement and expand their reach. 

• It was inaugurated by Mahatma Gandhi on September 26, 1924. 

• Akalis had asked Krishan Das Kohli, who had participated in the Non-Cooperation Movement, to help 

set up the paper.  
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• The entire investment came to about ` 25,000. The money came from Sikhs in Canada. 

• But as an essay by Prem Shankar Jha in ‘History in the Making: 75 Years of Hindustan Times” points 

out, “Setting up a paper was one thing and running it, quite another… Within six months the paper was 

facing a financial crisis.” 

• Both Motilal Nehru and Malaviya were keen to purchase the paper, but the Akalis preferred to sell it 

to Malaviya for `20,000. 

• In 1925, he borrowed `40,000 from the Punjab National Bank through his friend, Lala Lajpat Rai, who 

was its chairman.  

• Malaviya gave the Akalis half the amount to buy the paper, and the remaining to Kohli to run the 

paper. 

  

120.Which of the following statements are correct about Delhi pact? 

1. It reiterated the goal of ‘Poorna Swaraj’. 

2. It was endorsed by the Congress in its Karachi Session on 29th March, 1931 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 1 , 2 and 3  

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• The British Government started to convince Congress to participate in the Second Round Table 

Conference in 1931. 
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• Therefore, the Government released all Congress leaders from prison on 25th January, 1931.  

• Finally, Gandhiji was convinced to negotiate with the Viceroy Lord Irwin.  

• So Gandhiji and Lord Irwin met on 19th February, 1931 and after discussion for fifteen days, they 

signed an agreement on 5th March, 1931 known as “Gandhi-Irwin Pact.”  

• This pact included the following matters:  

✓ All political prisoners not convicted for violence, to be immediately released.  

✓ Return of confiscated lands not yet sold to Third Parties by the Government and remission of all 

fines not yet collected.  

✓ The Government employees who had resigned, to be treated leniently.  

✓ Confederation of right to make salt for consumption to villages along the Sea coast.  

✓ Right to peaceful and non-aggressive picketing.  

• All these demands of Congress were accepted by the Government. But two demands were refused to 

accept:  

✓ A demand for a public inquiry into police excesses.  

✓ Commutation of death sentences of Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev and Rajguru. On the other hand, 

Congress on its part agreed to:  

✓ Participate in the Second Round Table Conference,  

✓ Discontinue the Civil Disobedience Movement.  

• This ‘Gandhi-Irwin Pact, also known as the ‘Delhi Pact’, was endorsed by the Congress in its Karachi 

Session on 29th March, 1931. 

• It also reiterated the goal of ‘Poorna Swaraj’. 

121.Based on the following statements identify the Dynasty of Rulers? 

1. Their kingdom was known as Jejakabhukti during 10th and 11th century. 

2. Harshadeva was the founder of the dynasty. 

3. The famous temples of Parasvanath and Vishwavanath were built during this time. 

4. Paradidev (Parmadi) was the last king who fought with the Prithviraj Chauhan. 

A. Gupta Dynasty 

B. Maurya Dynasty 

C. Chandella Dynasty 

D. Khangar Dynasty 

Answer: C 
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Explanation 

• Modern Bundelkhand was known as Jejakabhukti during 10th and 11th century and was ruled by 

Chandellas. 

• These Rajput emperors were fond of art and culture and the temples of Khajurao (Madhya Pradesh) 

were built during this time.  

• Chandellas had maternal relations with Kalachuris.  

• Kalinjar, Mahotsavanagar and Khajurao were the important cities of this dynasty. 

• Harshadeva was the founder of the dynasty. He helped Mahipala of Kannauj in ruling his kingdom.  

• He laid the foundation of Khajurao temples. 64 Yogini temples were constructed by Harshadeva.  

• Yashovarman, son of Harshadeva took over the charge as warrior and made an independent state for 

Chandellas. 

• However, the Chandellas gained full independence in the time of Dhanga, son and successor of 

Yashovarman. 

• Dhanga made political alliances with other Hindu Rajas and helped them. Thus becoming stronger 

himself by building strong army.  

• The famous temples of Parasvanath and Vishwavanath were built during this time. 

• Ganda the son of Dhanga followed the path of his father. He also joined the group of Hindu Rajas to 

fight against Muhammad Ghazni. 

• Vidyadhara, son of Ganda was the greatest ruler of Chandellas. He conquered Rajyapala in 1019. 

Kandariya Mahadev temple was built in this time. 

• Kirtivarman the successor of Vidyadhara was a patron of the famous poet Krishna Mishra.  

• He met with a Muslim invasion, yet somehow managed to escape from it. 

• During the attack of Muhammad Ghazni, he could not defend himself and the dynasty almost came to 

an end. 

• Paradidev (Parmadi) was the last king who fought with the Prithviraj Chauhan.  

• The battle was battle of Mahoba in which Alha and Udal two warriors of the army sang the song of 

Bundelkhand.  

• The story is written in Parmal Raso. 

122.A geological feature consisting of a single massive stone or rock, such as some mountains, or a 

single large piece of rock placed as, or within, a monument or building is called a  

A. Megalith 

B. Monolith 

C. Cromlech 

D. Dolmen 
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Answer: B 

Explanation 

• A monolith is a geological feature consisting of a single massive stone or rock, such as some 

mountains, or a single large piece of rock placed as, or within, a monument or building. 

• Erosion usually exposes the geological formations, which are often made of very hard and solid 

igneous or metamorphic rock.  

• In architecture, the term has considerable overlap with megalith, which is normally used for 

prehistory, and may be used in the contexts of rock-cut architecture that remains attached to solid 

rock, as in monolithic church, or for exceptionally large stones such as obelisks, statues, monolithic 

columns or large architraves, that may have been moved a considerable distance after quarrying.  

• It may also be used of large glacial erratics moved by natural forces.  

• The word derives, via the Latin monolithus, from the Ancient Greek  

• There has been a string of mysteriously appearing monoliths around the world. 

• Two new metal structures recently appeared in in Poland.  

• These structures are similar to those found in Utah, Romania, California and UK. 

• One of the two monoliths was spotted at a nature reserve in the city of Kielce, and the other one on 

the riverbank in the Polish capital Warsaw. 

123.Rout Nacha is associated with which of the following states? 

A. Rajasthan 

B. Gujrat 

C. Orissa 

D. Chattisgarh 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• Raut Nacha is a dance performed by Yadavas, a caste which considers themselves to be descendants 

of Krishna.  

• For them it is as a symbol of worship to Krishna. They perform the dance at the time of 'dev udhni 

ekadashi’. 

• This essentially “Lord Krishna dedicated” dance form, has originated from the state of Chhattisgarh. 

This dance is also said to closely resemble the “Ras Leela” which is considered to be the most popular 

Lord Krishna dance. 

• This dance is performed usually after Diwali for about a week. In addition, it has been essentially 

created to celebrate the triumph of “good over evil”. 
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• According to popular folklore, this dance was created to celebrate the victory of Lord Krishna and the 

Yadava clan over the evil king Kansa (who was also the uncle of Krishna).  

• Initially this dance form was performed only by the Yadava/Raut clan but, due to the gradual increase 

in its popularity within the state of Chhattishgarh, this dance form is now performed by all 

communities. 

• The costume used in this dance form is basically extremely “colourful”, and include bells tied around 

the waist of the dancers.  

• In addition, sticks and metal shields also form an essential component of this tribal dance since it is 

basically a “victory dance”. 

• The essence of the music involved in this dance form lies in the “dohes” mainly written by saints 

Tulsidas and Kabir which are recited by a singer during a performance. 

• This dance form is performed in groups, with the dancers essentially enacting the battle between 

Lord Krishna and the evil king Kansa, via the use of sticks and metal shields. 

• This is essentially a “tribal” dance form which is generally passed on from one generation to another. 

124.Which of the following pairs have been matched correctly? 

1. Madras Courier - Richard Johnson 

2. The Bengal Gazette- JK Hickey 

3. Paridasak- Bipin Chandra Pal 

4. Sambad Parvakar - Raobahadur Narayan Dinanath Velkar 

5. Mirat-ul-Akhbar – Raja Ram Mohun Roy 

6. Som Prakash - VN Mandalik 

A. 1, 2, 3 and 5 only 

B. 2, 3, 5 and 6 only 

C. 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 only 

D. 2, 3, 4 and 6 only 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

• Sambad Parvakar 

✓ Founded: 1832 

✓ Founder: Ishwar Chandra Gupta 

✓ Language: Bengali 

• Som Prakash 

✓ Founded: 1858 
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✓ Founding Editor: Dwarakanath Vidyabhusan 

✓ Language: Bengali  

✓ A weekly newspaper conceptualized by Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar. He also helped Dwarkanath 

Vidhyabhushan in editorials. 

125.The one having blue skin, with the right hand is held facing downward with fingers extended 

toward the ground, palm facing outward toward the viewer, a bowl of herbs rests in the left hand 

upon the lap, depicts which form of Buddha? 

A. Teaching Buddha  

B. Reclining Buddha 

C. Medicine Buddha 

D. Earth-calling Buddha 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• The Medicine Buddha is depicted in paintings having blue skin, but 

whether shown in statue or painted form, the right hand is held 

facing downward with fingers extended toward the ground, palm 

facing outward toward the viewer, a bowl of herbs rests in the left 

hand upon the lap. 

• It is believed by the Tibetans that the Buddha was responsible for 

delivering the knowledge of medicine to the people of the world, and 

in fact the right hand facing outward signifies "granting a 

boon" (meaning, giving a blessing) to mankind. 

• This is a common hand gesture amongst both Buddhist and Hindu statues. 

• The Medicine Buddha is venerated by those seeking health and is more commonly found in the 

Buddhist temples and communities of Nepal and Tibet.  

126.Which of the following statements are correctly matched? 

1. Rashtriya Swayam Sevak Sangh – Dr. Hedgewar 

2. Gyan PrasarakMandali - DadabaiNouroji 

3. Poona Sarvajanik Sabha – Mahatma Gandhi 

4. Women Indian Association - Sadashiva Iyengar 

5. Bhoodan - Acharya Vinoba Bhave 

A. 1, 2, 3 and 4 only 

B. 1, 3, 4 and 5 only 
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C. 1, 2, 3 and 5 only 

D. 2, 3, 4 and 5 only 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• The Women's Indian Association (WIA) was founded at Adayar, Madras, in 1917 by Annie Besant, 

Margaret Cousins, Jeena Raja Dasa. 

• It was to liberate women from the deplorable condition they suffered in socio-economic and political 

matters during the 19th and the early 20th century. 

127.Based on the following statements identify the freedom fighter? 

1. He became a member of the Hindustan Republican Association at a very young age. 

2. He is known for having a confidential connection with Lala Har Dayal through his guru Swami 

Somdev, a preacher of Arya Samaj. 

3. He published a pamphlet named 'A Message to My Countrymen'. 

4. He participated in the Mainpuri Conspiracy of 1918. 

A. Ashfaqullah Khan 

B. Rajendra Nath Lahiri 

C. Sachindra Nath Sanyal 

D. Ram Prasad Bismil 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• Bismil, the Indian revolutionary who participated in the Mainpuri Conspiracy of 1918, and the Kakori 

Conspiracy of 1925, both against British Empire is remembered even today for his contribution to the 

Indian independence movement. 

• It was through this revolutionary organisation that he came to know other freedom fighters like 

Chandrashekhar Azad, Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev, Ashfaqulla Khan, Rajguru, Govind Prasad, Premkishan 

Khanna, BhagawatiCharan, Thakur Roshan Singh and Rai Ram Narain 

• Bismil is known for having a confidential connection with Lala Har Dayal through his guru Swami 

Somdev, a preacher of Arya Samaj. 

• The Kakori Conspiracy of August 9, 1925, as the incident popularly came to be known as, was the 

mastermind of Ram Prasad Bismil and his colleague Ashfaqullah Khan 

• Bismil wrote a number of Hindi poems-- most of them patriotic 

• The poem 'Sarfaroshi Ki Tamanna' is the most well-known poem attributed to Ram Prasad Bismil 

• The practice of Brahmacharya inspired him a lot and he became an ardent follower of it.  
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• He got himself engaged in the volunteering of Shahjahanpur Seva Samithi. 

• In order to get people's attention, he published a pamphlet named 'A Message to My Countrymen'.  

128.Which of the following is not a Classical dance of India? 

A. Bharatanatyam 

B. Manipur 

C. Kudiyattam  

D. Sattriya 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• Koodiyattam is a traditional performing art form in the state of Kerala. 

• It is a combination of ancient Sanskrit theatre with elements of Koothu, an ancient performing art 

from the Sangam era.  

• It is officially recognised by UNESCO as a Masterpiece of the Oral and Intangible Heritage of 

Humanity. 

129.Inbuan is a Martial art associated with which of the following states? 

A. Sikkim 

B. Arunachal Pradesh 

C. Nagaland 

D. Mizoram 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

77
Available on App Store 

 and Play Store
www.sleepyclasses.com 

Call 6280133177 

http://T.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com


T.me/SleepyClasses

• Inbuan is a form of wrestling native to the people of Mizoram  

• Inbuan is said to have originated in the village of Dungtlang in 1750. 

• It was recognized as a sport after the Mizo people migrated from Burma to the Lushai Hills. 

• From 1871 to 1940, boys would gather after evening meal in village dormitory and played Inbuan 

almost every night. 

• It was also played ceremonially between villages when a sick or dead person's body is carried from 

one village to another, which was called Hlanginchuh or Mizawninchuh.  

Characteristics 

• Inbuan involves very strict rules prohibiting kicking, stepping out of the circle and even bending of the 

knees. 

• The contest is held in a circle 15–16 feet in diameter on carpet or grass. 

• The objective is to lift one's opponent off his feet while strictly adhering to the rules.  

• The matches are held in three rounds each of 30–60 seconds of duration, the match generally 

continues till a wrestler either breaks a rule or is lifted off his feet.  

• Another feature of this form of wrestling is the catch-hold belt worn by the wrestlers around the 

waist.  

• It has to remain tight all through the match.  

130.Which of the following are correct about Jainism? 

1. Jain doctrine holds that there is no creator god or a god as judge 

2. Enlightenment in Jainism is actually particulate matter that attach to the soul. 

3. In a swastika the four quadrants/dots represent the four gatis or states of existence. 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• Jains believe that all living beings, from plants to animals to bacteria, have souls, and that, 

theoretically, all souls have the potential to attain nirvana 

• Jain doctrine holds that Jainism has always existed and always will exist.  

• There is no creator god or a god as judge, and Jains do not "worship" any particular being but admire 

and aspire to be like the liberated souls that have attained nirvana. 
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• Karma is the cause of suffering in the world, but it is not a form of judgment or punishment, simply the 

natural consequence of our thoughts, words, and actions, negative or positive. 

• Jainism maintains that there are multiple universes. We live in Bharat Kshetra, which is one of the 

three universes that has the potential for religion. It is possible for us to be reborn in any of the 

universes. 

• In Jainism, the swastika has a different meaning than it does in the other Indian religions. The four 

quadrants/dots represent the four gatis or states of existence (humans, heavenly beings, plants/

animals/etc., and hellish beings). Souls can pass through any or all of the four gatis throughout the 

cycle of birth and death, and all are merely temporary states of being. 

• This symbol of organized Jainism also represents the Jain conception of the universe. From top to 

bottom, there is moksha (the realm of liberated souls), devaloka (the realm of heavenly beings), the 

mid-level where Earth exists, and naraki (the realm of hellish beings). Apart from moksha, one's soul 

can expect to pass through any or all of these realms.  

• Jains have a number of dietary restrictions which most Jains follow to whatever extent they desire. 

Aside from following strict vegetarianism, many Jains do not consume root vegetables, eggs, honey, 

mushrooms, unfiltered water, or mind-altering substances (drugs, alcohol) 

• A small number of Jains in India voluntarily fast to the death, a practice known as santhara, which is 

the strongest example of Jain extremism. 

• These individuals give up their own physical existence to avoid causing suffering to other beings 

(plants). This practice is not illegal in India but there's quite a bit of controversy around it 

• In Jainism, each atman is said to be indescribably perfect and, when not obstructed by karma, existing 

in a state of perfect bliss and knowledge. 

• Since all atman are identical, it follows that even though different living organisms are bound in 

different ways by karma, one must treat all living beings with kindness and respect. (Or at least, avoid 

harming them.) 

• The way to reach moksha in Jainism requires not only ridding oneself of bad karma (paap) but also 

removing all good karma (punya). 

• One of the main influences on Mahatma Gandhi's philosophy of satyagraha was Shrimad Rajchandra, 

a Jain man who penned one of the most important recent Jain religious texts, Atmasiddhi. 

131.Which of the following is not a classical language? 
A. Tamil 
B. Prakrit 
C. Odia 
D. Telugu 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• Currently, six languages enjoy the ‘Classical’ status: Tamil (declared in 2004), Sanskrit (2005), 

Kannada (2008), Telugu (2008), Malayalam (2013), and Odia (2014). 
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132.Which of the following statements regarding Kumbh Mela are correct? 
1. It has been listed as an Intangible Cultural Heritage under UNESCO (United Nations Educational, 

Scientific and Cultural Organisation). 
2. It is held every four years by rotation at four different religious cities. 
3. It can be traced back in history through the writings of Hueing Tsang in 7th century. 
A. 1 and 2 only 
B. 2 and 3 only 
C. 1 and 3 only 
D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• The Intergovernment Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage under 

UNESCO had inscribed ‘Kumbh Mela’ on the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of 

Humanity during its 12th session held at Jeju, South Korea in December 2017.  

• This inscription is the third following the inscriptions of ‘Yoga’ and ‘Norouz’ in December 2016. 

• The founding myth of the Kumbh Mela points to the puranas (compilation of ancient legends). 

• It recounts how gods and demons fought over the sacred kumbh (pitcher) of amrit (nectar of 

immortality) called the Ratna of Samudra Manthan. 

• It is widely believed that Lord Vishnu (disguised as the enchantress ‘Mohini’) whisked the kumbh out 

of the grasp of the covetous demons who had tried to claim it.  

• As he took it towards heaven, a few drops of the precious nectar fell on four sacred sites, which we 

now know as Haridwar, Ujjain, Nashik and Prayag.  
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• The flight and the following pursuit is said to have lasted 12 divine days, which is equivalent to twelve 

human years, and therefore, the mela is celebrated every 12 years, staggered at each of the four 

sacred sites in this cycle.  

• The corresponding rivers are believed to have turned into amrit at the cosmic moment, giving pilgrims 

the chance to bathe in the essence of purity, auspiciousness, and immortality. 

133.Based on the following statements identify the monument? 
1. It was built in 1105 CE during the reign of King Kyanzittha of the Pagan Dynasty. 
2. It houses four standing Buddhas, each one facing the cardinal direction of East, North, West and 

South. 
3. The temple layout is in a cruciform with several terraces leading to a small pagoda at the top 

covered by an umbrella known as hti, which is the name of the umbrella or top ornament found in 

almost all pagodas in Myanmar. 
4. The Archaeological Survey of India has carried out structural conservation and chemical 

preservation work of this temple. 
A. Gawdawpalin Temple 
B. Shwesandaw Pagoda 
C. Ananda Temple 
D. Mahabodhi Temple 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• Bagan, formerly known as 'Pagan' was the capital of the present-day Myanmar in the 9th to 13th. 

• It is in the Mandalay Region of Myanmar.  

• Bagan’s collapse occurred in 1287 CE, after Mongols invaded the Kingdom of Pagan for political 

reasons, which resulted in a drastic decrease of the number of residents living in the city. 

• The Buddhist temple Ananda is one of the four main temples remaining in Bagan, Myanmar.  

• It was built in the Pagan Dynasty during the reign of King Kyanzittha in 1105 CE. 

• The inspiration for the temple originated from the tales of Indian monks. 

• According to the legend, eight monks came to met King Kyanzittha and gave him a description of a 

temple in the Himalayas, the Nandamula Cave temple, where they meditated.  

• With their psychic skills, they vividly explained to the king the landscape of where they lived.  

• Amazed by their skills, the King requested the monks to build the temple in Bagan. 

• After the construction had been completed, the monks were killed because King Kyanzittha wanted 

to retain the uniqueness of the temple and didn’t want them to build a similar temple anywhere else. 

• The architectural style shows Mon and North Indian influence.  
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• It is known as the largest and the best-preserved temple of Bagan. 

• The word “Ananda” translated from Sanskrit means “bliss” which is a popular Hindu and Buddhist 

name.  

• The name of the temple comes from Ananda, Buddha’s first cousin, and a devout attendant.  

• The layout of the temple is in a cruciform, and it has several terraces which lead to a small pagoda at 

the top. 

• The small gilded sikhara is the most distinctive feature of 

the temple and is visible from miles away because of its 

reflection. 

• At the center of the terraces is the core part of the temple 

built in the shape of a cube and is the most remarkable 

part because of its four 9.5 meters standing Buddha 

statues. 

• Each of the sculptures faces one of the 4 cardinal 

directions, and all of them are adorned with gold leaf. The 

sculptures facing north, and south are said to be original, 

and the eastern and western sculptures were made later 

in the Mandalay style. 

• Within the precincts of the temple, there is a monastery 

called Ananda Oakkyaung built with red bricks. 

• Built in 1137 CE, the walls of the monastery are filled 

with paintings of the 18th century and the monastery is 

best known as the home of a well-known monk, Shin 

Thuddhamma Linkara, who lived there. 

• The temple is located to the southeast of the only surviving gate of the ancient Bagan city, the 

Tharabha Gate, which dates back to 849 CE. 

• Today, there is a museum near the temple for the purpose of studying the artefacts of the temple. 

• Prime Minister of India also visited the Ananda Temple, at Bagan in Myanmar.  

• The Archaeological Survey of India has carried out structural conservation and chemical preservation 

work of this temple. 

• Restoration work is being carried out after damage during the earthquake. 

• The Prime Minister signed the visitors' book at the Temple, and unveiled a plaque signifying the 

contribution of India, in the restoration of the Ananda Temple.  

134.Comrade, a weekly English newspaper was started by 
A. Abul Kalam Azad 
B. Maulana Mohammad Ali Jauhar 
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C. Girish Chandra Ghosh 
D. Tarak Nath Das 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• Mohammad Ali Jauhar was an Indian activist, journalist and a poet, and was among the leading figures 

of the Khilafat Movement. 

• Mohammad Ali Jauhar was a product of the Aligarh Movement. 
• In 1911, he started his first newspaper 'Comrade' in English, which was well received by all sections of 

the society including the ruling class. 
• This, however, was banned in 1914 for publishing an article 'Choice of Turks' in 1913. 
• Its publication was resumed with great difficulty in 1924 but again discontinued in 1926. 
• His Urdu newspaper 'Hamdard' which started in 1913 was equally popular.  
• This too met the same fate, and publication of its anti-British articles resulted in frequent 

imprisonment of the defiant editor. 
• Maulana Mohammad Ali Jauhar started his political career as a member of Muslim League in 1906. 
• In 1917 he was unanimously elected as President of Muslim League, while he was still under 

detention. 
• He joined Indian National Congress in 1919 and became its National President in 1923. 
• He was a staunch supporter of freedom of India and a torch bearer of Khilafat Movement. 
• He led a delegation to London for Khilafat movement in 1920. 
• On his return from England, he established 'Jamia Millia Islamia' in 1920 at Aligarh, which was later 

shifted to Delhi and is now a leading institution of higher learning in the form of a Central University. 
• 2020 marked 100 years of the same. 

135.Charyapada heard in the medieval history refers to 
A. Minister for royal correspondence 
B. Collection of poems 
C. A grain market 
D. Towers of Temple 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• The Charyapada is a collection of mystical poems, songs of realization in the Vajrayana tradition of 

Buddhism from the tantric tradition in Assam, Bengal, Bihar and Odisha. 
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• It was written between the 8th and 12th centuries in an Abahatta that was the ancestor of the 

Assamese, Bengali, Bhojpuri, Sylheti, Odia, Magahi, Maithili, and many other Eastern Indo-Aryan 

languages, and it is said to be the oldest collection of verses written in those languages. 

• Charyapadas written in the script resembles the closest form of Assamese language used today. 

• A palm-leaf manuscript of the Charyapada was rediscovered in the early 20th century by Haraprasad 

Shastri at the Nepal Royal Court Library 

• The Charyapada was also preserved in the Tibetan Buddhist canon. 

• As songs of realization, the Charyapada were intended to be sung.  

• These songs of realisation were spontaneously composed verses that expressed a practitioner's 

experience of the enlightened state. 

• Songs of realization were an element of the ritual gathering of practitioners in a ganachakra. 

136.Where is Central Braille Plant located? 

A. Kolkata 
B. Dehradun 
C. Delhi 
D. Shimla 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• World Braille Day is celebrated on January 4 as it marks the birthday of Louis Braille, the creator of 

this writing system.  

• The first World Braille Day was celebrated in 2019 

• Braille is the representation of alphabetic and numerical symbols using six dots. 

• The dots represent the letters and numbers and mathematical, musical and scientific symbols as well. 

• India adopted the uniform Braille codes for different languages in 1951.  

• India established the first ever Braille plant called Central Braille Plant in Dehradun. 

•  In 1954, Central Braille press was established to manufacture Braille appliances.  

• The press produces simple equipment such as Braille slate, stylus and arithmetic Braille slate. 

• The GoI enacted the Persons with Disabilities Act, 1995.  

• The act provides special category called ‘low vision’ along with blind. Also, the act meets the 

stipulations of the United Nations Convention on Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 

• India accepted several United Nations resolutions on disabled people.  

• This includes Observance of International Year of Disabled Persons in 1981, observance of UN 

Decade for the disabled 1983-92. 
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• India also observed Asia-Pacific Decade for the Disabled declared by ESCAP - Economic and Social 

Commission for Asia and the Pacific (a regional think-tank that provides analytical opinions on social, 

economic and environmental dynamics in the region.) 

137.Which of the following statements regarding Central Vista Project are incorrect? 

1. It is regarding the renovation of Indian parliament only. 

2. This plan has been challenged in court against Article 21 of the Indian constitution. 

A. 1 only 
B. 2 only 
C. Both 1 and 2  
D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

• The Central Vista project aims to renovate 86 acres of land in the Lutyen’s Garden in New Delhi. 

• It includes Landmark structures of Indian government such as Rashtrapati Bhavan, Parliament, India 

Gate and North and South Block. 

• In April 2020, a petition was filed in the Supreme Court challenging the proposed project. 

• According to the petitioner, the decision violated the Right to Life of citizens guaranteed under article 

21.  

• This is because the plan deprived people of open and green spaces. Also, the petition argued that the 

plan violated the Master plan of Delhi 2021. 

• The Supreme Court heard the challenge on the basis of three main grounds - violations of Municipal 

Law, change of land use and violations of environmental law. 

• The current Parliament was built in 1927.  

• It was not intended to house a bicameral legislature. Rather it was built to house Legislative Council.  

• Also, the current Parliament House signifies an Imperial origin.  

• The existing building also does not abide by safety norms and is not earthquake proof. 

• The 2001 parliamentary attack is the best example questioning the safety of the current 

parliamentary building. 

138.C. G. Krishna Reddy committee recently heard in news is related to which of the following? 

A. Smuggling of ancient artifacts 

B. Ladakh 

C. Forced labour 

85
Available on App Store 

 and Play Store
www.sleepyclasses.com 

Call 6280133177 

http://www.sleepyclasses.com
http://T.me/SleepyClasses


T.me/SleepyClasses

D. Freedom fighters’ reservation proposal 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• The Government of India recently formed a committee to protect language, land, culture of Ladakh 

and ensure participation of citizens in the development of Union Territory. 

• The Committee is to be headed by Minister of State for Home G Kishan Reddy. 

• It will include elected representatives from Ladakh, central government and Ladakh Autonomous Hill 

Development council. 

• A ten-member delegation from Ladakh met Home Minister to express their concerns about the threat 

to the unique culture, language and demography of the region in the development process.  

• Concerns have also been raised about the rights and demand for the inclusion in the sixth schedule.  

• Earlier, the National Commission for Scheduled Tribes had recommended the inclusion of Ladakh 

under the sixth schedule. 

• More than 90% of Ladakh population is tribal.  

• The primary Scheduled Tribes of Ladakh are Bot, Balti Beda, Brokpa, Changpa, Mon, Garra and 

Purigpa. 

• Including Ladakh in the sixth schedule will help to enhance the transfer of funds for speedy 

development of the region. 

139.“Muchchangam” refers to 

A. A style of temple construction 

B. Function of finance 

C. Academy of poets 

D. A group of hundred village 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• The period roughly between the 3rd century B.C. and 3rd century C.E. in South India (the area lying to 

the south of river Krishna and Tungabhadra) is known as Sangam Period.  

• It has been named after the Sangam academies held during that period that flourished under the royal 

patronage of the Pandya kings of Madurai.  

• At the sangams eminent scholars assembled and functioned as the board of censors and the choicest 

literature was rendered in the nature of anthologies.  

• These literary works were the earliest specimens of Dravidian literature.  

• According to the Tamil legends, there were three Sangams (Academy of Tamil poets) held in the 

ancient South India, popularly called Muchchangam. 
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• The First Sangam, is believed to be held at Madurai, attended by gods and legendary sages.  

• No literary work of this Sangam is available. 

• The Second Sangam was held at Kapadapuram, only Tolkappiyam survives from this. 

• The Third Sangam was also held at Madurai. 

• A few of these Tamil literary works have survived and are a useful sources to reconstruct the history 

of the Sangam period. 

140.Which of the following pairs have been correctly matched? 

1. Paika Rebellion- West Bengal 

2. Vaikom Satyagraha – Kerela 

3. Tana Bhagat movement - Punjab 

4. The Santhal Rebellion - Rajmahal hills 

A. 1, 2 and 3 only 

B. 1 and 3 only 

C. 2 and 4 only 

D. 1 and 4 only 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• Vaikom Satyagraha (1924–25) was a satyagraha (social protest) in erstwhile Travancore (now part of 

Kerala, India) against untouchability and caste discrimination in Hindu society of Kerala. The 

movement was centered around the Sri Mahadeva Temple Temple at Vaikom, in the present-day 

Kottayam district. 

• Santhal Rebellion (1855-56) occurred in the Rajmahal hills of the Santhal region under the leadership 

of Sidhu and Kanhu. It began as a reaction against the outsiders, particularly landlords, police and 

moneylenders. 

• Jatra Bhagat and Tana Bhagat Movement (1914) movement was started by Jatra Bhagat in 1914. It 

was a tribal uprising of a section of the Tana Bhagats and Oraons under the leadership of Jatra Oraon 

occurring during the late colonial period in the Chhotanagpur region of Bihar. It was a movement for 

monotheism, abstention from meat, liquor and tribal dance. The Jatra Bhagat and Tana Bhagat 

movements stressed both anti-colonialism and internal reforms. 

• Paika rebellion was an armed rebellion against the British East India Company's rule in 1817. The 

Paikas rose in rebellion under their leader Bakshi Jagabandhu. The Paiks of Odisha were the 

traditional landed militia (‘foot soldiers’ literally) and enjoyed rent free land tenures for their military 

service and policing functions on a hereditary basis. The English Company’s conquest of Odisha in 

1803, and the dethronement of the Raja of Khurda had greatly reduced the power and prestige of the 

Paiks. Further, the extortionist land revenue policy of the Company caused resentment among 

zamindars and peasants alike. 
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141.Parakram Diwas is celebrated to commemorate which of the following freedom fighters?  

A. Subhas Chandra Bose  

B. Chandrashekhar Azad  

C. Rani Lakshmi Bai  

D. Bhagat Singh  

Answer: A 

Explanation 

• Context: The Union Culture Ministry has announced that January 23, birth anniversary of Subhas 

Chandra Bose, would be celebrated as “Parakram Divas”, day of courage, every year.  

• 2021 will be 125th birth anniversary of Subhas Chandra Bose.  

• Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose had announced the establishment of the provisional government of 

Azad Hind in occupied  

Singapore  

• Known as Arzi Hukumat-e-Azad Hind, it was supported by the Axis powers of Imperial Japan, Nazi 

Germany, the Italian Social Republic, and their allies.  

• He had launched a struggle to free India from British rule under the banner of the provisional 

government-in exile during the latter part of the Second World War.  

• Under his provisional government, the Indians living abroad had been united.  

• Under the provisional government, Bose was the head of the state, the prime minister and the 

minister for war and foreign affairs.  

• Subhash Chandra Bose was twice elected President of the Indian National Congress, (1938-Haripur 

and 1939-Tripuri).  

• He resigned from the Congress Presidentship in 1939 and organized the All-India Forward Bloc a 

faction within the Congress in Bengal.  

142.Based on the following statements identify the personality?  

1. He was sentenced to 50 years in the Cellular Jail of Andamans, also known as Kala Pani for 

revolting against the Morley-Minto reforms (Indian Councils Act 1909).  

2. Serving as the president of the Hindu Mahasabha political party, he opposed the Quit India 

movement in 1942.  

3. In his book 'The History of the War of Indian Independence', he analyzed the circumstances of 

1857 uprising. 

4. The airport at Port Blair, Andaman and Nicobar's capital was renamed after him in 2002.  

A. Gopal Godse  

B. K.B Hedgewar  
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C. Veer Savarkar  

D. M.S. Golwalkar  

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• Veer Savarkar or VD Savarkar was born on May 28, 1883 in Bhagur, a city in Maharashtra’s Nashik. 

Born and brought up in a Marathi family, Savarkar grew up to be an Indian freedom fighter, activist, 

politician, lawyer, writer and formulator of the  

• Hindutva philosophy.  

• Savarkar advocated Hindu religion and Hindutva.  

✓In his teenage, Savarkar formed a youth organization known as Mitra Mela (Group of Friends) to 

bring in national and revolutionary ideas.  

✓Savarkar was against foreign goods and propagated the idea of Swadeshi. In 1905, he burnt all the 

foreign goods in a bonfire on Dussehra.  

✓Savarkar championed atheism and rationality and disapproved orthodox Hindu belief. In fact, he 

even dismissed cow worship as superstitious.  

✓Savarkar studied at Gray’s Inn College in London.  

✓In his book, The History of the War of Indian Independence, Savarkar wrote about the guerilla 

warfare tricks used in 1857 Sepoy Mutiny. While the book was banned by Britishers, Madama 

Bhikaji Cama published the book in Netherlands, Germany and France, which eventually reached 

many Indian revolutionaries.  

✓Savarkar was arrested in 1909 on charges of plotting an armed revolt against the Morle-Minto 

reforms. He also tried to escape by diving in the water but was arrested. He was sentenced to two 

life sentences, i.e. 50 years in the cellular jail of Andamans, also known as Kala Pani, in 1911.  

✓Though Savarkar was released in 1924 under strict conditions of not participating in politics for 5 

years, he decided to work on abolishment of untouchability in Ratnagiri. Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar 

also compared his work to Lord Buddha.  

✓Veer Savarkar also founded the two-nation theory in his book ‘Hindutva’ calling Hindus and 

Muslims two separate nations. In 1937, Hindu Mahasabha passed it as a resolution.  

✓It was in year 1964, when Savarkar declared his wish to attain Samadhi and started hunger-strike 

on February 1, 1966 and passed away on February 26, 1966. He believed that his purpose of life is 

solved as India has gained Independence.  

✓In 2002, Port Blair airport at Andaman and Nicobar's Island was renamed after Veer Savarkar 

International Airport.  
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143.Kanyasulkam was written by which of the following?  

A. Kandukuri Veeresalingam  

B. Gurajada Apparao  

C. Devulapalli Krishnasastri  

D. Vemana  

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• Context: PM quoted eminent Telugu writer Gurajada 

Apparao in COVID-19 vaccine rollout speech.  

• Sontha labham kontha manuko, porugu vadiki thodu padavoy. 

Desamante matti kadoyi, desamante manushuloy - The quote 

translates into English as 'Forego your self- interest to some 

extent and help neighbours. Nation does not mean just mud 

and soil, but people.'  

• Gurajada Venkata Apparao (21 September 1862 – 30 

November 1915) was a noted Indian playwright, dramatist, 

poet, and writer known for his works in Telugu theatre.  

• Rao wrote the play Kanyasulkam in 1892, which is often 

considered the greatest play in the Telugu language.  

• One of the pioneers of Indian theatre, Rao holds the titles 

Kavisekhara and Abyudaya Kavitha Pithamahudu.  

• In 1910, Rao scripted the widely known Telugu patriotic song "Desamunu Preminchumanna".  
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• Apparao (along with his brother Syamala Rao) wrote several English poems.  

• His Sarangadhara, published in "Indian Leisure Hour", was well received.  

• In 1891, Gurajada was appointed to the post of Epigraphist to the Maharaja of Vizianagaram.  

144.Which of the following statements about Somnath Temple are incorrect? 

1.  It is also known as the Deo Patan. 

2. It is also mentioned in Yajur Veda. 

3. It is built in Chalukya style and has a spectacular display of the art of Sompura artisans of Gujarat.  

A. 1 and 2 only  

B. 2 and 3 only  

C. 1 and 3 only  

D. 1, 2 and 3  

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• Context: Prime Minister was unanimously chosen as the new chairman of the Somnath Temple trust 

which manages the world famous SomnathTemple at Prabhas Patan town in Gujarat's Gir-Somnath 

district, becoming the second PM to hold the post.  

• After former PM Morarji Desai, Modi is the second Prime Minister who has been appointed the 

chairman of the temple trust.  

• Somnath is a magnificent temple situated in Sagar Kant of Saurashtra in Gujarat state.  

It is also known as Deo Patan. 

• One of the 12 holy Jyotirlingsas of lord shiva is in jyotilinga here in Somnath. 

• Somnath is also mentioned in Rigveda. 

• This temple of Somnath has been very attractive in front of many destructive foreign invaders who 

want to lure and convert to the temple glory. 

• Whenever the temple has tried to destroy it, then it all been built again. 

Somnath 

• Somnath’s first temple is said to have existed 2000 years ago. 

• In 649 CE, King Maitre of vallabhini  built a second temple in place of the temple and 

renovated it. 

• In 725, the old  ruler of Sindh took his army and attacked the temple and destroyed the 

temple. 
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• Pratishtha King Nag Bhatt II constructed the temple for the third time in 815 using a red 

(Sandstone) stone. 

• In 1026, Mahmud Ghazni lent the precious jewels and property of Somnath Temple. 

• After looting, slaughtering in numerable pilgrims of the temple and burning the temple  

and destroying it. 

• During 1026-1042 Solanki Raja Bhimdev built the fourth temple of Bhoj and Anhilwad Patan, 

Parmar King Malva. 

• Somnath was destroyed when Delhi Sultanate occupied Gujarat in 1299. 

• In 1394 it was destroyed again. 

• In 1706 Mughal Ruler Aurangzeb again Demolished the temple. 

Reconstruction 

• Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel on November 13, 1947 promised to rebuild the temple. 

• Today’s Somnath Temple is built on its original site seventh time. 

• The temples built under Shri Somnath Trust and this trust is now monitoring the temple. 

• The Kailash Mahameru Prasad Temple, built by Chalukya style, has a spectacular display of 

the art of Sompura artisans of Gujarat. 

• This type of construction has not happened in the last 800 years. 

• According to the inscription written in Sanskriti on the coast, only the sea exists between the 

temple and the southern part of the planet and there is no land. 

145.Khelo India Winter Sports and Youth Festival 2021 is being held  

A. Jammu and Kashmir  

B. Uttarakhand  

C. Ladakh  

D. Sikkim  

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• The Union Sports and Youth Affairs Minister launched the first ever Khelo India Zanskar Winter 

Sports Festival at Padum in Zanskar of Kargil district  

• The festival is being organized by the Ladakh UT Administration to promote Zanskar as winter 

tourists' destination  
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• The main features of the 13-day festival are Ice Climbing, trekking on frozen Zanskar River, Ice 

Hockey, snow sculpture and ethnic food festival.  

• Zanskar Winter Sports and Youth festival is being introduced as an annual event in Zanskar to 

showcase its potential in adventure tourism and sports.  

• It is one of the major events planned to promote winter tourism in Ladakh. 

146.Monpa recently heard in news is associated with which of the following states? 
A. Arunachal Pradesh 
B. Manipur 
C. Karnataka 
D. Odisha 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

• Context: Prime Minister mentioning the 'Monpa handmade paper’ of Tawang in Arunachal Pradesh in 

his monthly radio programme 'Mann Ki Baat' in January has led to a boost in its sales. 

• In a statement, the Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) said that on the very first day of 

its launch, more than 100 sheets of Monpa handmade paper were sold. 

• The KVIC, which revived this ancient art in Tawang on December 25 last year, has made Monpa 

handmade paper available online through its e-portal. 
• Monpa handmade paper is not only supporting environment protection but has also opened new 

avenues of income for the local artisans.  

• The handmade paper sheet measuring 24-inch in length and 16-inch in width is priced economically at 

Rs 50 per sheet. 

• Monpa handmade paper is made from the bark of Shugu Sheng tree grown locally in Tawang and is 

identified by its distinctive translucent fibrous texture. 

• The paper is weightless but its natural fibers add great tensile strength to this paper making it apt for 

various art works. 

• Monpa handmade paper has been used for writing Buddhist scriptures, manuscripts and for making 

prayer flags. 

• Writing on this paper is also known to be tamper-proof. 

• The Monpa handmade paper industry set up in Tawang aims at engaging the local youth with this art 

professionally. 
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147.Which of the following statements about Prabuddha Bharat are correct? 
1. It is a festival organized by Ministry of culture and Tibetan Government In-Exile to celebrate 

influence of Buddha on both the countries. 
2. The event is being organised by Advaita Ashrama, Mayavati in Uttarakhand.  
A. 1 only 
B. 2 only 
C. Both 1 and 2 
D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• Context: Prime Minister addressed the 125th-anniversary celebrations of 'Prabuddha Bharata', a 

monthly journal of the Ramakrishna Order, started by Swami Vivekananda. 
• The event is being organised by Advaita Ashrama, Mayavati in Uttarakhand.  
• The publication of the journal 'Prabuddha Bharata' was started from Chennai (erstwhile Madras) in 

the year 1896 where it continued to be published for two years, after which it was published from 

Almora. 
• This magazine was founded in the year 1896 by P. Aiyasami, B. R. Rajam Iyer, G. G. Narasimhacharya, 

and B. V. Kamesvara Iyer under the guidance of Swami Vivekananda. 
• Later, in April 1899, the place of publication of the journal was shifted to Advaita Ashrama and it has 

been continuously published from there since then.  
• The journal has been an important medium for spreading the message of India's ancient spiritual 

wisdom. 
• Many eminent personalities like Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, Bal Gangadhar Tilak, Sister Nivedita, Sri 

Aurobindo, former president Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan, among others have left their imprint over 

time in 'Prabuddha Bharata', through their writings on Indian culture, spirituality, philosophy, history, 

psychology, art, and other social issues. 

148.Matuas recently heard in news are inhabitants of which of the following states? 
A. Odisha 
B. Jharkhand 
C. Assam 
D. West Bengal 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• Context: The Matua community in West Bengal are upset about the cancellation of a rally by Union 
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Home Minister . 
• The Matua community has members on either side of the Bengal border. 
• It is associated with a religious movement that begun in the 1870s by Harichand Thakur of a 

Namasudra (SC) family, who hailed from Safaldanga in East Bengal. 
• In the early 20th century, his son Guruchand organised the movement socially and politically.  
• Peasant members of the community started migrating from East Bengal in droves after 1950, which 

continued after the formation of Bangladesh.  
• Today, Matuas constitute the second largest SC population of West Bengal.  
• Mostly concentrated in North and South 24-Parganas, they also have a presence in other border 

districts such as Nadia, Howrah, Cooch Behar, and Malda.  
• Government sources put their number at around 17% of the state’s electorate. 

149.Based on the following statements identify the personality? 
1. He was an Indian vocalist from Karnataka. 
2. He is known for the khayal form of singing. 
3. He belongs to the Kirana gharana of Hindustani Classical Music. 
4. The event to celebrate his Birth Centenary is named as “SwarBhaskar 100”. 
5. He was awarded the Bharat Ratna in 2009. 
A. Pandit Ravi Shankar 
B. Jitendra Abhisheki 
C. Pandit Bhimsen Joshi 
D. Ustad Vilayat Khan 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• Context: PM pays homage to Pandit Bhimsen Joshi on his birth anniversary. 
• Bhimsen Gururaj Joshi was born on February 4, 1922, in the Dharwad district of Karnataka, in a 

Kannada Madhwa Brahmin family, to Gururaj Joshi and Godavaribai. He was the eldest of the 16 

children born to the couple. 
• He is famous for his known for the khayal form of singing. 
• He also used to sing popular renditions of devotional music. 
• He belongs to the Kirana gharana of Hindustani Classical Music. 
• His concerts were advertised by posters in New York. This happened for the first time for a musician 

from India. 
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• He also organised the Sawai 

Gandharva Music Festival 

annually. This was organised 

as homage to his guru, Pandit 

Sawai Gandharva. 

• A purist by belief, he hardly 

e v e r m o v e d f r o m t h e 

traditional compositions of 

t h e K i r a n a G h a r a n a , 

o c c a s i o n a l l y e m p l o y i n g 

sargam and tihais. 

• Though he tended to favour a 

lot of complex and serious 

ragas, he remained loyal to 

Shuddha Kalyan, Miyan Ki 

Todi, Puriya Dhanashri, Multani, Bhimpalasi, Darbari, and Ramkali ragas which he employed fervently 

in his compositions. 

• In addition to ‘Mile Sur Mera Tumhara’, he was part of the AR Rahman’s ‘Jana Gana Mana’ feat which 

was created to celebrate the golden jubilee of Indian Republic. 

• Throughout his life, he was conferred with numerous prestigious and highly esteemed awards, the 

most prolific amongst them being the national awards such as, ‘Padma Shree’, ‘Padma Bhushan’, 

‘Padma Vibhushan’ and ‘Bharat Ratna’ in 1972, 1975, 1999 and 2009 respectively. 

150.Which of the following statements about Non-Cooperation Movement are incorrect? 
1. In September 1920, in Congress session in Nagpur, the party introduced the Non-Cooperation 

programme. 
2. Earlier the objective of the Congress was to attain self-Government by constitutional and legal 

means. The new aim of Congress was attainment of Swaraj by legitimate and peaceful means. 
3. The Rowlatt Act and the Jallianwala Bagh massacre were the major reasons which gave push to 

the movement. 
4. Gandhiji called off the movement in February 1922 in the wake of the Chauri Chaura incident. 
A. 1 and 2 only 
B. 2 only 
C. 3 and 2 only 
D. 1 only 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• The non-cooperation movement was launched on 5th September 1920 by the Indian National 
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Congress (INC) under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi. 
• In September 1920, in Congress session in Calcutta, the party introduced the Non-Cooperation 

programme 

• The movement was essentially a peaceful and non-violent protest against the British government in 

India. 
• Indians were asked to relinquish their titles and resign from nominated seats in the local bodies as a 

mark of protest. 
• People were asked to resign from their government jobs. 
• People were asked to withdraw their children from government-controlled or aided schools and 

colleges. 
• People were asked to boycott foreign goods and use oy Indian-made goods. 
• People were asked to boycott the elections to the legislative councils. 
• People were asked not to serve in the British army. 
• It was also planned that if the above steps did not bring results, people would refuse to pay their 

taxes. 
• The INC also demanded Swarajya or self-government. 
• Only completely non-violent means would be employed to get the demands fulfilled. 
• The non-cooperation movement was a decisive step in the independence movement because, for the 

first time, the INC was ready to forego constitutional means to achieve self-rule. 
• Gandhiji had assured that Swaraj would be achieved in a year if this movement was continued to 

completion 

151.Which of the following statements regarding Motion of Thanks are incorrect?  

1. The Speaker makes an address to a joint sitting of Parliament at the start of the Budget session 

known as motion of thanks.  

2. It is also deemed to be as a no-confidence motion.  

A. 1 only  

B. 2only  

C. Both1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: A 

Explanation 

• Context: About 50 speakers from 25 political parties participated in the debate in Rajya Sabha on the 

Motion of Thanks lasting over three days.  
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• The President makes an address to a joint sitting of Parliament at the start of the Budget session, 

which is prepared by the government and lists its achievements 

• The address is followed by a motion of thanks moved in each House by ruling party MP 

• During the session, political parties discuss the motion of thanks also suggesting amendments.  

• Amendments to the “Motion of Thanks”: 

✓Notices of amendments to Motion of Thanks on the President’s Address can be tabled after the 

President has delivered his Address.  

✓Amendments may refer to matters contained in the Address as well as to matters, in the opinion of 

the member, the Address has failed to mention  

✓Amendments can be moved to the Motion of Thanks in such form as may be considered 

appropriate by the Speaker. 

✓The only limitations are that members cannot refer to matters which are not the direct 

responsibility of the Central Government and that the name of the President cannot be brought in 

during the debate since the Government and not the President is responsible for the contents of 

the Address. 

✓President’s Address and Motion of Thanks are governed by Articles 86 (1) and 87 (1) of the 

Constitution and Rules 16 to 24 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in Lok Sabha. 

✓Members of Parliament vote on this motion of thanks. This motion must be passed in both of the 

houses.  

✓A failure to get motion of thanks passed amounts to defeat of government and leads to collapse of 

government 

✓This is why the Motion of Thanks is deemed to be a no-confidence motion.  

152.Based on the following statements identify the UN Body?  

1. It is an inter-governmental body within the UN system.  

2. The council was created in the year 2006 by the UN General Assembly Resolution 60/251.  

3. The member states are elected by the UNGA by a direct and secret ballot.  

4. It conducts the Universal Periodic Review. 

A. United Nations Human Rights Council 

B. Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 

C. Committee against Torture 

D. Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination  

Answer: A 

Explanation 

• Context: The U.S. has announced plans to reengage with the UN Human Rights Council that former 
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President withdrew in this tenure in the office.  

• UNHRC was reconstituted from its predecessor organisation, the UN Commission on Human Rights 

to help overcome the “credibility deficit” of the previous organisation. 

• It is Headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland. 

• The UNHRC has 47 members serving at any time with elections held to fill up seats every year, based 

on allocations to regions across the world to ensure geographical representation. 

• Each elected member serves for a term of three years. 

• Countries are disallowed from occupying a seat for more than two consecutive terms.  

• The UNHRC passes non-binding resolutions on human rights issues through a periodic review of all 

193 UN member states called the Universal Periodic Review (UPR). 

• It oversees expert investigation of violations in specific countries (Special Procedures).  

153.Which of the following statements are correct about Lokpal act of 2013?  

1. The Act allows setting up of anti-corruption ombudsman called Lokpal at the Centre and 

Lokayukta at the State-level.  

2. The Lokpal consists of a chairperson and a maximum of eight members.  

3. The Lokpal has the power of superintendence and direction over any investigation agency 

including CBI for cases referred to them by the ombudsman.  

A. 1 and 2 only  

B. 2 and 3only  

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 only  

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• Context: The Centre has refused to disclose the minutes of the Lokpal selection committee’s 

meetings, and its decision has now been upheld by the Central Information Commission (CIC).  

• The Centre has invoked the exemption clause in Section 8(1)(e) of the RTI Act in its defence.  

• The members are appointed by the president on the recommendation of a Selection Committee.  

• The selection committee is composed of: 

✓The Prime Minister who is the Chairperson 

✓Speaker of Lok Sabha 

✓Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha, 

✓Chief Justice of India or a Judge nominated by him/her and  
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✓One eminent jurist  

• The 2016 amendment enables the leader of the single largest opposition party in the Lok Sabha to be 

a member of the selection committee in the absence of a recognized Leader of Opposition.  

Lokpal Act of 2013 

• The Act allows setting up of anti-corruption ombudsman called Lokpal at the Centre and Lokayukta at 

the State-level.  

• The Lokpal will consist of a chairperson and a maximum of eight members.  

• The Lokpal will cover all categories of public servants, including the Prime Minister. But the armed 

forces do not come under the ambit of Lokpal.  

• The Act also incorporates provisions for attachment and confiscation of property acquired by corrupt 

means, even while the prosecution is pending.  

• The States will have to institute Lokayukta within one year of the commencement of the Act.  

• The Act also ensures that public servants who act as whistleblowers are protected.  

The Lokpal will have the power of superintendence and direction over any investigation agency 

including CBI for cases referred to them by the ombudsman.  

• As per the Act, the Lokpal can summon or question any public servant if there exists a prima facie case 

against the person, even before an investigation agency (such as vigilance or CBI) has begun the 

probe. Any officer of the CBI investigating a case referred to it by the Lokpal, shall not be transferred 

without the approval of the Lokpal.  

• An investigation must be completed within six months. However, the Lokpal or Lokayukta may allow 

extensions of six months at a time provided the reasons for the need of such extensions are given in 

writing.  

• Special courts will be instituted to conduct trials on cases referred by Lokpal.  

154.Which of the following pairs have been correctly matched?  

1. Article121–Appointment of Judges  

2. Article 105-privileges and immunities of either House of the Indian Parliament  

3. Article127-CourtMartial  

4. Article 194-Privileges and immunities of the State Legislatures  

A. 1, 2 and 3 only  

B. 1 and 3 only  

C. 2 and 4 only  

D. 1, 2,3 and 4  

Answer: C 

Explanation 
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• Context: An MP issued a breach of privilege notice against another Congress MP in the Lok Sabha for 

her remarks against a former Chief Justice of India.  

• While speaking on the Motion of Thanks on the President’s address, she has cast some aspersions 

with respect to the conduct of a judge.  

• So, the question is whether the conduct of a judge can be discussed on the floor of the House or not. 

• (Article 121 of the Constitution does not allow allegations to be levelled against a sitting or former 

judge).  

• Parliamentary privilege refers to the right and immunity enjoyed by legislatures, in which legislators 

are granted protection against civil or criminal liability for actions done or statements made in the 

course of their legislative duties.  

• The powers, privileges and immunities of either House of the Indian Parliament and of its Members 

and committees are laid down in Article 105 of the Constitution.  

• Similarly, Article 194 deals with the powers, privileges and immunities of the State Legislatures, their 

Members and their committee.  

• There are no clear, notified rules to decide what constitutes a breach of privilege, and the punishment 

it attracts.  

• Generally, any act that obstructs or impedes either House of the state legislature in performing its 

functions, or which obstructs or impedes any Member or officer of such House in the discharge of his 

duty, or has a tendency, directly or indirectly, to produce such results is treated as breach of privilege.  

• It is also a breach of privilege and contempt of the House to make speeches or to print or publish libel 

reflecting on the character or proceedings of the House, or its Committees, or on any member of the 

House for or relating to his character or conduct as a legislator.  

155.The President or the Governor shall not be answerable to any court for the exercise and 

performance of the powers and duties of his office is listed in which of the following ?  

A. Article 50  

B. Article 121  

C. Article 361  

D. Article 154  

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• Context: Law Minister recently told the Lok Sabha that just as independence of the judiciary is a part 

of the basic structure of the Constitution, the principle of separation of powers is also a part of that 

basic structure.  

• He asserted that governance and lawmaking should be left to the elected members of the legislature.  

• He also urged the judiciary to exercise its discretion in accepting public interest litigations.  
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• It refers to the model of governance where the executive, legislative and judicial powers are not 

concentrated in one body but instead divided into different branches.  

• It is not explicitly mentioned in the constitution.  

• Article 50: State shall take steps to separate the judiciary from the executive. This is for the purpose 

of ensuring the independence of the judiciary.  

• Article 122 and 212: Validity of proceedings in Parliament and the Legislatures cannot be called into 

question in any Court. Also, Legislators enjoy certain privileges with regard to speech and anything 

said in the Parliament cannot be used against them.  

• Judicial conduct of a Judge of the Supreme Court and the High Court cannot be discussed in the 

Parliament and the State Legislature, according to Article 121 and 211 of the Constitution.  

• Articles 53 and 154 respectively, provide that the executive power of the Union and the State shall be 

vested with the President and the Governor and they enjoy immunity from civil and criminal liability.  

• Article 361: The President or the Governor shall not be answerable to any court for the exercise and 

performance of the powers and duties of his office. 

156.Which of the following are Iltutmish’s contributions?  

1. Iqtadari System 

2. Tanka 

3. Jittal  

Select the correct answer using the codes given below.  

A. 3 only 

B. 1 only 

C. 2 and 3 only 

D. All of the above  

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• Iltutmish made a significant contribution in giving shape to administrative institution such as iqtas, 

army and currency system. ·  

• He gave the Sultanate two of its basic coins– the silver ‘Tanka’ and the copper ‘Jittal’. To affect greater 

control over the conquered areas Iltutmish granted iqtas (land assignments in lieu of cash salaries) to 

his Turkish officers on a large scale.  

• The recipients of “iqtas” called the “iqtadars” collected the land revenue from the territories under 

them. Out of this they maintained an armed contingent for the service of the state, enforced law and 

order and met their own expenses.  
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• Iltutmish realized the economic potentiality of the Doab and the iqtas were distributed mainly in this 

region. This secured for Iltutmish the financial and administrative control over one of the most 

prestigious regions of North India  

157.Consider the following:  

1. Sawar 

2. Du-aspah 

3. Zat  

4. Mansabdari System 

Which of the above were introduced by Akbar?  

A. 4 only 

B. 1, 2 and 4 only 

C. 3 and 4 only 

D. 1, 3 and 4 only  

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• There is, however, a controversy regarding the Mansabdari system i.e. when it started precisely. From 

the available evidence, it appears that this system had been initiated by Akbar (in 1577). Along with 

Mansabdari system, Akbar also reformed the revenue system and introduced two new concepts 

namely ‘Zat’ and ‘Sawar.’  

• Jahangir also introduced a system whereby the selected nobles could be allowed to maintain a larger 

quota of troopers, without raising their Zatrank. The system was popular as ‘duaspah’ (a trooper with 

two horses) or ‘sih-aspah’ (a trooper with three horses) system.  

158.Which of the following events left Ripon totally disillusioned and heartbroken and because of 

which he tendered his resignation and left for England?  

A. Passage of First Factory Act 1881 

B. Illbert Bill passage 

C. Non passage of Self government Act 

D. William Hunter Commission controversy  

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• According to the system of law, a European could be tried only by a European Judge or a European 

Magistrate.  

103
Available on App Store 

 and Play Store
www.sleepyclasses.com 

Call 6280133177 

http://T.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com


T.me/SleepyClasses

• The disqualification was unjust and it was sought to cast a needless discredit and dishonour upon the 

Indian-born members of the judiciary. C.P. Ilbert, Law Member, introduced a bill in 1883 to abolish this 

discrimination in judiciary.  

• But Europeans opposed this Bill strongly. They even raised a fund of one lakh fifty thousand rupees 

and established an organisation called the Defence Association. They also suggested that it was 

better to end the English rule in India than to allow the English to be subjected to the Indian Judges 

and Magistrates.  

• The press in England joined the issue. Hence, Ripon amended the bill to satisfy the English in India and 

England.  

• The Ilbert Bill controversy helped the cause of Indian nationalism. The Ilbert Bill Controversy is a high 

watermark in the history of Indian National Movement. Ripon was totally disillusioned and 

heartbroken and he tendered his resignation and left for England.  

• The immediate result of this awakening of India was the birth of the Indian National Congress in 

1885, the very next year of Ripon‘s departure.  

159.Arrange the following states in the correct chronological order of them accepting the British 

Subsidiary Alliance system?  

1. Hyderabad 

2. Awadh 

3. Mysore 

Select the correct code.  

A. 1-2-3  

B. 3-2-1  

C. 1-3-2  

D. 3-1-2  

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• The Indian princes who accepted the subsidiary system were:  

✓the Nizam of Hyderabad (September 1798 and 1800),  

✓the ruler of Mysore (1799),  

✓the ruler of Tanjore (October 1799),  

✓the Nawab of Awadh (November 1801),  

✓the Peshwa (December 1801),  

✓the Bhonsle Raja of Berar (December 1803),  

✓the Sindhia (February 1804),  

www.sleepyclasses.com 

Call 6280133177
Available on App Store 

 and Play Store 104

http://T.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com


T.me/SleepyClasses

✓the Rajput states of Jodhpur, Jaipur, Macheri, Bundi and the ruler of Bharatpur (1818).  

✓The Holkars were the last Maratha confederation to accept the Subsidiary Alliance in 1818.  

160.Welby Commission is famous in Modern Indian History for which of the following reasons?  

A. Educational reforms 

B. Relations between British crown and Indian princely states  

C. Police reforms 

D. To enquire into the Drain theory  

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• Dadabhai Naoroji in his famous book Poverty and UnBritish Rule in India wrote his Drain Theory. He 

showed how India‘s wealth was going away to England in the form of:  

✓salaries, 

✓savings, 

✓pensions, 

✓payments to British troops in India and e) profits of the British companies.  

• In fact, the British Government was forced to appoint the Welby Commission, with Dadabhai as the 

first Indian as its member, to enquire into the matter.  

161.Khujli Ghar recently heard in news is associated with which of the following states?  

A. Nagaland  

B. Uttar Pradesh  

C. Bihar  

D. West Bengal  

Answer: A 

Explanation 

• Some villages in Nagaland are trying to revive a traditional form of punishment to reduce crime.  

• Khujli ghar is a cramped, triangular cage made from the logs of Masang-fung. Masang-fung is a local 

tree that causes irritation.  

• Social offenders of Naga customary laws dread this punishment due to humiliation within the 

community.  

• Such itchy cages are referred to as khujli ghar in Nagamese 

• The Aos, one of the major tribes of Nagaland, call it Shi-ki (flesh-house).  
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• The cage is usually placed at a central spot in the village, usually in front of the morung (bachelor’s 

dormitory) for the inmate to be in full public view.  

• It does not affect the palm but people who make the cages have to be careful.  

• Article 371(A) of the Constitution guarantees the preservation of the Naga customary laws.  

• The State also funds the customary courts in villages and towns where cases — mostly dealing with 

land litigation, money-lending and marital disputes — have a high rate of prompt disposal.  

Article 371A  

• Parliament cannot legislate in matters of Naga religion or social practices, the Naga customary law 

and procedure, administration of civil and criminal justice involving decisions according to Naga 

customary law.  

• Parliament also cannot intervene in ownership and transfer of land and its resources, without the 

concurrence of the Legislative Assembly of the state.  

• This provision was inserted in the Constitution after a 16-point agreement between the Centre and 

the Naga People’s Convention in 1960, which led to the creation of Nagaland in 1963.  

162.Which of the following pairs have been correctly matched?  

1. Houthi- Syria  

2. Hazara- Iran  

3. Cossacks- Ukraine  

4. Moor- Sudan  

A. 1 and 2 only  

B. 2 and 3 only  

C. 1, 3 and 4 only  

D. 2, 3 and 4 only  

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• Houthis - Yemen 

• Cossacks - Ukraine and southern  

• Russia Moor - Morrocan 

• Hazara - Afghanistan, Pakistan and Iran  

163.Based on the following statements identify the temple?  

1. The temple is dedicated to Maa Bagulamukhi Devi who is a powerful manifestation of Goddess 

Durga.  
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2. It is believed that Raja Veersen, the then ruler of Dongargarh, in order to appease the Gods for his 

true successor, had built the temple 2200 years ago  

3. The temple is located near Durg in the state of Chattishgarh.  

A. Maa Vindhyachal Vasini Temple  

B. Maa Bamleshwari Devi Temple  

C. Achru Mata Temple  

D. Harsiddhi Durga Temple  

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• Foundation Stone was laid down for development of Maa 

Bamleshwari Devi Temple, Dongargarh, Chhattisgarh under 

PRASHAD Scheme 

• The temple here is dedicated to Maa Bagulamukhi Devi who 

is a powerful manifestation of Goddess Durga.  

• ‘National Mission on Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spiritual, 

Heritage Augmentation Drive’ (PRASHAD)  

• It is a Central Sector Scheme   

• Launched by: Ministry of Tourism in 2014-15  

• Objective: Integrated development of identified pilgrimage and heritage destinations  

• Aim: Infrastructure development such as entry points (Road, Rail and Water Transport), last mile 

connectivity, ATM/ Money exchange, area lighting and illumination with renewable sources, first aid 

centers, etc  

• Till now, 13 projects have been successfully completed under PRASHAD Scheme. 

164.The musical instrument Santoor is a traditional instrument of  

A. Uttar Pradesh  

B. Odisha  

C. Tamil Nadu 

D. Jammu and Kashmir  

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• In India, "Santoor" was used as an accompaniment instrument to the 

folk music of Kashmir.  
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• It was a 100-stringed instrument played in a style of music known as the Sufiana Mausiqi.  

• The Sufi mystics used it as an accompaniment to their hymns.  

• The original Sanskrit name of Santoor was "Shatha Tantri Veena" meaning a lute or a stringed 

instrument that has over hundred strings.  

• Santoor is a Persian name to this same instrument "Shatha Tantri Veena" that has references back to 

Vedic literature.  

165.Navjivan newspaper is associated with which of the following personalities?  

A. M.K. Gandhi  

B. Sunder Singh Lyallpuri  

C. Ganesh Shankar Vidyarthi  

D. Tarak Nath Das  

Answer: A 

Explanation 

• Navjivan India is an Indian newspaper published by The Associated Journals Ltd who began 

publishing the daily Navjivan on 1 November 1947.  

• Earlier, a newspaper called Navjivan was published by Mohandas Gandhi, therefore with his 

permission, The Associate Journals started publishing Navjivan.  

• Just like National Herald and Qaumi Awaz, Navajivan was also started with the intention to promote 

the principles of Mahatma Gandhi's freedom movement and Jawaharlal Nehru’s vision of modern 

India.  

166.Which of the following statements are correct about Sahitya Akademi Award?  

1. Established in 1944, It is a cultural honour that is conferred biannually by Sahitya Akademi, 

India’s National Academy of letters.  

2. Indian film-maker Satyajit Ray is the designer of the plaque awarded by the Sahitya Akademi.  

Choose the correct answer from above  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: B 

Explanation 
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• News - The National Academy of Letters have announced the names for the “Sahitya Akademi Award 

2020 on March 12, 2021.  

About  

• Sahitya Akademi award established in 1954, is a literary honour that is conferred annually by Sahitya 

Akademi, India’s National Academy of letters.  

• Award is presented to the most outstanding books of literary merit published in any of the twenty-

four major Indian languages recognised by the Akademi (including English).  

• Sahitya Akademi award is the second highest literary honour by the Government of India, after 

Jananpith award.  

• The award is presented in the form of a casket containing an engraved copper- plaque, a shawl and a 

cheque of Rs 1 lakh.  

• Indian film-maker Satyajit Ray is the designer 

of the plaque awarded by the Sahitya 

Akademi.  

Criteria 

• The author must be of Indian Nationality. 

• Book/work eligible for award must be an 

outstanding contribution to the language and 

literature to which it belongs.  

• When equal merit for books of two or more are found, certain criterialike total literary contribution 

and standing of authors shall be taken into consideration for declaring award.  

167.Based on following statements identify the monument .  

1. Built in the 13th century, conceived as a gigantic chariot of the Sun God, with 12 pairs of 

exquisitely ornamented wheels pulled by seven horses.  

2. Built by King Narasimhadeva I, the great ruler of Ganga dynasty.  

3. It was included in UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1984 for its architectural greatness and also 

for the sophistication and abundance of sculptural work.  

Choose the correct Option  

A. Jagannath Puri  

B. Lingaraj Temple  

C. Konark Temple  

D. Lalitgiri  

Answer: C 

Explanation 
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• Built in the 13th century, the Konark temple was conceived as a gigantic chariot of the Sun God, with 

12 pairs of exquisitely ornamented wheels pulled by seven horses.  

• It was built by King Narasimhadeva I, the great ruler of Ganga dynasty.  

• The temple was included in UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1984 for its architectural greatness and 

also for the sophistication and abundance of sculptural work.  

• The temple is a perfect blend of Kalinga architecture, heritage, exotic beach and salient natural 

beauty.  

• It is protected under the National Framework of India by the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological 

Sites and Remains  

• (AMASR) Act (1958) and its Rules (1959).  

• The Konark is the third link of Odisha’s Golden 

Triangle.  

• The first link is Jagannath Puri and the second link is 

Bhubaneswar (Capital city of Odisha).  

• This temple was also known as ‘BLACK PAGODA’ due 

to its dark colour and used as a navigational landmark 

by ancient sailors to Odisha.   

168. Which of the following statements are correct about the World Heritage Sites ?  

1. To be selected, a World Heritage Site must be an already classified landmark, unique in some 

respect as a geographically and historically identifiable place having special cultural or physical 

significance.  

2. All world heritage sites in India are regulated and maintained by Ministry of Culture.  

Choose the correct statements  

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2  
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D. None of the above  

Answer: A 

Explanation 

About  

• A World Heritage site is classified as a natural or man-made 

area or a structure that is of international importance, and a 

space which requires special protection.  

• These sites are officially recognised by the UN and the United 

Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organisation, also 

known as UNESCO.  

• UNESCO believes that the sites classified as World Heritage 

are important for humanity, and they hold cultural and 

physical significance  

• The list is maintained by the international World Heritage 

Programme administered by the UNESCO World Heritage 

Committee, composed of 21 UNESCO member states which are elected by the General Assembly.  

• Each World Heritage Site remains part of the legal territory of the state wherein the site is located 

and UNESCO considers it in the interest of the  

• To be selected, a World Heritage Site must be an already classified landmark, unique in some respect 

as a geographically and historically identifiable place having special cultural or physical significance.  

• CULTURAL SITES - Under Protection of Archaeological Survey of India (22).  

• NATURAL SITES: (7) - Under Protection of Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Changes and 

respectively other departments.  

  

169.Which one of the following was the very special port in the Kaktiya dynasty ?  

A. Kakinada 

B. Motupalli 

C. Masulipatnam  

D. Nelluru  

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• Bronze idols of Lord Nataraja, his consort Parvati, their son Ganesha and Alwars, the Bhakti 

movement saints dating back to the 12th century, were found in the 1970s, has remained hitherto 

untapped.  

• It is interesting to note that coins and pottery from the 9th century Chinese Ming dynasty were also 

found during the excavations conducted in 1972.  
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• Italian traveller Marco Polo who had 

visited the port in 1287 AD, had given a 

vivid account on the flourishing trade 

activities at the port during the reign of 

Kakatiya queen Rudrama Devi.  

• Motupalli Veerabhadraswamy temple  

✓Veerabhadra Swamy temple was 

constructed during the regime of the 

Cholas,It has stone inscriptions in 

Telugu and Tamil and awe- inspiring 

Panchaloha idols.  

✓It is said that this Temple flourished during the times of Kakatiya rulers who established sea trade 

with foreign countries.  

170. Sanskrit prosody or Chandas is related to which of the following ?  

A. Tantric Rituals 

B. Architecture 

C. Vedic studies  

D. None of the above.  

Answer: C 

Explanation 

About  

• Sanskrit prosody or Chandas refers to one of the six Vedangas, or limbs of Vedic studies.  

• It is the study of poetic metres and verse in Sanskrit.  

• This field of study was central to the composition of the Vedas, the scriptural canons of Hinduism, so 

central that some later Hindu and Buddhist texts refer to the Vedas as Chandas.  

• The Chandas, as developed by the Vedic schools, were organized around seven major metres, and 

each had its own rhythm, movements and aesthetics.  

• Sanskrit metres include those based on a fixed number of syllables per verse, and those based on fixed 

number of morae per verse.  

• Extant ancient manuals on Chandas include Pingala's Chandah Sutra, while an example of a medieval 

Sanskrit prosody manual is Kedara Bhatta's Vrittaratnakara.  

171.Which of the following statements about Ayya Vaikunda Swamikal are correct ?  

1. He lived in the Vijaynagara Empire .  

2. He was against idol worship and he did not allow the portraitures to draw his figure.  
www.sleepyclasses.com 

Call 6280133177
Available on App Store 

 and Play Store 112

http://www.sleepyclasses.com
http://T.me/SleepyClasses


T.me/SleepyClasses

3. He advised his followers to practice Dharma and the most important form of Dharma was 

considered ‘Annadhanam’.  

Choose the correct answer from above -  

A. 1 and 2 only  

B. 2 and 3 only  

C. 1 and 3 only  

D. All of the above  

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• Context - Prime Minister paid tributes to 

Ayya Vaikunda Swamikal, a great thinker 

and social reformer of the 19th century, on 

his birth anniversary.  

• Ayya Vaikunda (1809-1851) was a great 

humanist and social thinker. 

• He lived in the Princely Kingdom of 

Travancore in the early decades of the 19th 

Century Kerala.  

• He is remembered as the first well known 

social reformer in India who critiqued the 

caste discrimination and religious hierarchy 

and fought against the practice of untouchability.  

• His gave an exhortation of 'ONE CASTE, ONE RELIGION, ONE CLAN, ONE WORLD, ONE GOD’.  

• He was against idol worship and he did not allow the portraitures to draw his figure.  

• His theory and practice like 'samathva samajam', 'sama panthi bhojan’, aimed at cultivating a thought 

of equality and unity in Indian.  

• He founded 'samathva samajam' in 1836 and was considered the first socio reform movement in 

India.  

• He called the rule of the British as ‘Ven Neechan’ and the rule of the king of Travancore as ‘The 

Neechan of Ananthapuri’.  

• He advised his followers to practice Dharma and the most important form of Dharma was considered 

‘Annadhanam’.  

• He organized ‘Sama Panthi Bhojana’ in each and every place of worship in the name of ‘Annadanam’.  

172.Which of the following statements about Rakhigarhi are correct ?  

1. The site is located in Sarasvati river plain.  
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2. Two levels of Early (3500 BC— 2600 BC) and Mature Harappan (2600 BC —1800 BC) civilization 

have been found at Rakhigarhi.  

Choose the correct answer from above -  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. None of the above  

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• Context - Rakhigarhi is being developed as one of the 

Five Identified m Iconic Archeological Sites.  

About Rakhigarh  

• The ancient site of Rakhi-Khas and Rakhi-Shahpur are 

collectively known as Rakhigarhi, located on the right 

bank of now dried up Palaeo- channel of Drishadvati 

or Saraswati.  

• Seven (07) mounds are located here. 

• The site has yielded various stages of Harappan 

culture and is by far one of the largest Harappan sites 

in India. 

• T h e s i t e s h o w s t h e s e q u e n t i a l 

development of the Indus culture in 

the now dried up Saraswati basin.  

• For development of the sites and its 

environs, repairing of boundary wall, 

pathways, public amenities , solar 

Lights, Benches are being provided.  

Rakhigarhi  

• Rakhigarhi, in Haryana, became an 

a r c h a e o l o g i c a l h o t s p o t w h e n 

Amarendra Nath, former director of 

the Archaeological Survey of India 

(ASI), undertook excavations at the site 

in 1997.  

• It is the largest Indus Valley Civilisation 

site in the country  
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• Two levels of Early (3500 BC— 2600 BC) and Mature Harappan (2600 BC —1800 BC) civilization have 

been found at Rakhigarhi. Both the phase have yielded a rich haul of artefacts.  

• It is a necropolis which has yielded burials, important for the study of any civilisation.  

• The site is located in the Sarasvati river plain, some 27 km from the seasonal Ghaggar river.  

• In May 2012, the Global Heritage Fund, declared Rakhigarhi one of the 10 most endangered heritage 

sites in Asia.  

173.Based on the following statements identify the dance -  

1. It is the most popular dance form of Kerala 

2. The word translates as story play. 

3. It is popular for its make-up and costumes.  

4. The actor never speaks with his hands.  

5. They usually depict the ancient stories of Mahabharata, Ramayan and other Puranas.  

6. The language of the songs used for this dance is Manipravalam.  

Choose the correct option -  

A. Kathakali  

B. Mohiniyattam 

C. Kokali  

D. Tirvathirakali  

Answer: A 

Explanation 

• Context - Kathakali maestro Chemancheri Kunhiraman Nair dies at 

105.  

• Kathakali, is an efflorescent art form of Kerala.  

• Kathakali is probably the oldest theatre forms in the world.  

• It originated in the state of Kerala and the Kathakali dancers perform 

a group presentation, in which they act upon various roles which are 

traditionally based on themes from sacred Hindu mythology, 

especially the two epics, the Ramayana and the Mahabharata.  

• The actor in Kathakali never speaks expect with his hands. 

• The text of the drama is sung for him and is the baseline for his 

interpretation.  

• The movements of the face, eyebrows and eyeballs, cheeks, the nose and the chin are minutely 

worked out and various emotions are registered in a flash by each individual actor-dancer.  
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• The roles of women are generally played by men, though of late, 

women are entering the arena.  

• A cylindrical drum called chenda, another horizontally held drum 

(maddalam), cymbals and a gong form the musical accompaniment, 

with two vocalists rendering the songs.  

• The language of the songs used for Kathakali is Manipravalam.  

• Though most of the songs are set in ragas based on the microtone- 

heavy Carnatic music, there is a distinct style of plain-note rendition, 

which is known as the Sopanam style.  

• This typically Kerala style of rendition takes its roots from the 

temple songs which used to be sung (continues even now at several 

temples) at the time when Kathakali was born.  

• The costume is the most distinctive characteristic of Kathakali.  

• The makeup is very elaborate and the costumes are very large and heavy.  

  

174.Which of the following statements are correct about Bamiyan Buddhas ?  

1. It is also called Greco-Buddhist art, showing influences of the Hellenistic styles of classical Greek 

sculptures.  

2. It is situated in the high mountains of Hindkush Range in Pakistan.  

3. They were called by the locals Salsal and Shamama.  

Choose the correct Option - 

A.  1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only  

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. All of the above  

Answer: C 

Explanation 

Context  

• The Bamiyan Buddhas were recently brought back to life with the help of 3D projection in an event 

held in the Bamiyan Valley of Afghanistan.  

• The event called 'A Night with Buddha' was held on the 20th anniversary of annihilation of the 

Buddha statues in the valley.  

• The event is a beautiful sight where hundreds of young Afghan men and women, carrying kerosene 

lanterns, spend their nights in a valley of central highlands.  
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Bamiyan Buddhas  

• The Bamiyan Buddhas were great examples of a 

confluence of Gupta, Sassanian and Hellenistic artistic 

styles.  

• They are said to date back to the 5th century AD.  

• They were once the tallest standing Buddhas in the world.  

• They were called by the locals as Salsal and Shamama.  

• Salsal means “light shines through the universe”; Shamama is “Queen Mother”.  

• UNESCO included the remains in its list of world heritage sites in 2003.  

• Efforts have been made to restore and reconstruct the Buddhas in their niches with the pieces 

available.  

Bamiyan  

• It is situated in the high mountains of the Hindu Kush in the central highlands of Afghanistan.  

• The valley is set along the line of the Bamiyan River.  

• It was once integral to the early days of the Silk Roads, providing passage for merchants, culture, 

religion and language.  

  

175.Toto Tribal People are found in which of the following states ?  

A. Jharkhand 

B. West Bengal 

C. Nagaland  

D. Andhra Pradesh  

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• The Toto is an isolated tribal group residing only 

in a small enclave called Totopara in the 

Alipurduar district of West Bengal  

• Totopara is located at the foot of the Himalayas 

just to the south of the borderline between 

Bhutan and West Bengal (on the western bank 

of Torsa river).  

• Totos were nearly becoming extinct in the 

1950s, but recent measures to safeguard their 

areas from being swamped with outsiders have 

helped preserve their unique heritage and also 

helped the population grow.  
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• It is a very primitive inheritance, considered as Mongoloid people.  

• Toto People belong in the Indo- Bhutanese tribal community.  

• Now a day's all Toto people concentrate in Totopara, 22 km away from Madarihat, Alipurduar District.  

• They have flat nose, small eye, broad and square cheeks, thick lips and black iris.  

• Toto tribes believed in joint family system as like as other Indian communities people, but nuclear 

family are also available.  

• Monogamy is common form of marriage among the Toto but polygamy is not prohibited.  

• They have a simple lifestyle and are largely dependent on trading vegetables and fruits.  

• In spite of the fact that they define themselves as Hindus, the Totos are believers of God Ishpa and 

goddess Cheima.  
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