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1. Global Terrorism Index (GTI)

® NITI Aayog has question the methodology adopted by an Australia-based institute to rank India as the
seventh worst terrorism affected country ahead of conflict-ridden countries such as the Democratic
Republic of Congo, South Sudan, Sudan, Burkina Faso, Palestine and Lebanon

® |t also questioned the opaque funding of the Institute for Economics and Peace

Global Terrorism Index

® India has moves to the seventh position in 2019 from 8th positionin 2018
® Countries ahead of India are Afghanistan, Iraq, Nigeria, Syria, Pakistan and Somalia

® |t analyses the impact of terrorism for 163 countries and which covers 99.7 per cent of the world’s
population

® |t is based on the Global Terrorism Database

® |t scores each country on a scale from O to 10, where O represents no impact from terrorism and 10
the highest
Impact

® Positioning in the global indices impacted investments and other opportunities

® GTI scores are directly used in the Global Peace Index, the Global Slavery Report published by the
Walk Free Foundation

® |t is indirectly used in computing country scores in WEF’s Travel and Tourism Competitiveness and
Global Competitiveness indices and compilation of Safe Cities Index by the Economist Intelligence
Unit

2. H1B Visas

® US lawmaker has urged President D. Trump to suspend foreign workers programmes, including H-1B,
as more than 26 million Americans have lost their job because of coronavirus pandemic

® The letter sought additional suspension of H-1B, H4, L1, B1, B2, Optional Practical Training Program
and further guest worker admissions

® USis one of the most favoured destinations of Indian students for higher education

v About 9.8 lakh Indian received US visas across various categories in 2019

H-1B Visa Programme

® |t is designed to allow immigrants with speciality skills to work in the United States
® Of the H1B visa holders, Indian are one of the biggest beneficiaries

¥ Indians were granted 71.7 per cent of the 3,88,403 H1B visas granted in 2019
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3. Asian Development Bank

® Asian Development Bank unveiled a $1.5 billion COVID-19 package for India to support immediate
priorities such as disease containment and prevention as well as social protection for the poor and
economically vulnerable sections

® |t has even begun consultations with India on providing support for micro, small and medium
enterprises

About ADB

® ADB envisions a prosperous, inclusive, resilient, and sustainable Asia and the Pacific, while sustaining
its efforts to eradicate extreme poverty in the region

® ADB assists its members, and partners, by providing loans, technical assistance, grants, and equity
investments to promote social and economic development

® From 31 members at its establishment in 1966, ADB has grown to encompass 68 members—of which
49 are from within Asia and the Pacific and 19 outside.

® India is ADB’s fourth-largest shareholder and its largest borrower with disbursements nearing $30
billion

Lending, Grant, and Technical Assistance Commitments
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4. India-Taiwan & WHO

® Indiais in talks with a group of seven nation including US, Australia, Japan, New Zealand, South Korea
and Vietnam, as the international community debates whether to let Taiwan attend the World Health
Assembly (WHA) as an observer

v Four of these seven — US, Japan, Australia and New Zealand — are signatories to a demarche

urging WHO to do the same
v Other signatories of the demarche being Canada, France, Germany and UK
N\ J
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® India has traditionally stuck to the One-China policy which considers Taiwan as a part of China

® Taiwan has managed to control the pandemic in an exemplary manner despite being in close proximity
to mainland China

v Only 440 cases and 7 deaths

® Taiwan attended WHA as a non-voting observer from 2009 to 2016

The Demarche

® Eight countries issued a joint demarche to the WHO, pushing for Taiwan’s inclusion in WHA

® |t includes six of the world’s 10 largest economies and four of China’s top trading partners

World Health Agency
® |t is the decision making body of WHO

® |t is attended by delegations from all WHO Member States

® Main Function of WHA is to determine the policies of the Organisation, supervise financial policies
and approve the programme budget

® |t is held annually in Geneva, Switzerland

® WHA will require a simple majority from its member states to include Taiwan as a member

5. One-ChinaPolicy

® |t means that Special Administrative Regions, such as Hong Kong, Macau, Taiwan, can have different
economic and political systems from that of mainland China, while being part of the People’s Republic
of China

® |t was originally proposed by Deng Xiaoping in late 1970s
v His plan was to unify China and Taiwan under the One Country Two Systems policy

v Under Deng’s plan, the island could follow its capitalist economic system, run a separate
administration and keep its own army but under Chinese sovereignty

v Taiwan, however, rejected the Communist Party’s offer

® Taiwan has since been run as a separate entity from the mainland China, though Beijing never gave up
its claim over it

® India is among the 179 of the 193 member states of the UN that do not maintain any diplomatic ties
with Taiwan

6. Diamer-Bhasha Dam

® China has teamed up with Pakistan to build the Diamer-Bhasha dam in Gilgit-Baltistan

® When completed, it will allow Pakistan to use the waters of the Indus for irrigation

® The Dam is to be constructed on the river Indus in northern Gilgit-Baltistan region
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® Infringes upon India’s sovereignty

® Might lead to an ecological disaster as there are 300 earthquakes on average in a single month at the
proposed site

® Reservoir of the dam is to be constructed on top of the Central Asian faultline

® |f constructed it might lead to water shortage in Ladakh

Chilas

>

7. Open Skies Treaty

® |t is an agreement that allows countries to monitor signatories’ arms development by conducting
surveillance flights over each other’s territories.

® US has given notice that it will exit OST, alleging that Russia has continuously and flagrantly violated
the treaty.

® OST was first proposed in the early years of the Cold War, but it came to fruition in the later decades.
It was signed in 1992 after the Soviet Union collapsed.

® |t came into effect in 2002 under the Bush administration, allowing the 34 signatories to conduct
unarmed reconnaissance flights over the territory of treaty countries.

® US has earlier exited from the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces (INF) treaty. There is a likelihood
that US might not renew the New Start Treaty which is due to expire in February 2021.

8. Chinese Transgression in Ladakh

® Construction of a new Indian road in the Galwan area, well inside Indian Territory, has elicited strong
objections from the Chinese who have moved soldiers, heavy vehicles, and monitoring equipment in
large numbers.

® Chinese transgression across the disputed India-China border has surged by 75 per cent in Ladakh in
. 2019. )
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Chinese Transgression

® Transgression is recorded across the border once the Indian border guarding forces (Army or ITBP)
are reasonably certain that Chinese soldiers had crossed over to the Indian side of the LAC

® 80 per cent of Chinese transgressions across the LAC since 2015 have taken place in four locations,
three of them in eastern Ladakh in the western sector

v Pangong Tso, Trig Heights and Burtse have witnessed two-thirds of the total aggressions

The Issue

® The border is not fully demarcated and the LAC is neither clarified nor confirmed by the two
countries.

® Except for the middle sector, even the mutual exchange of maps about their respective perceptions
has not taken place between India and China.

® What Indians believe to be ‘their side’ is not the same as what the Chinese believe to be ‘their side’.

® This is different from the LoC between India and Pakistan where everything was agreed upon by the
two armies following the 1971 War.

Line of Actual Control

® India-China border is divided into three sectors, where

® LAC in the western sector falls in the union territory of Ladakh and is 1597 km long (highest
transgression).

® The middle sector of 545 km length falls in Uttarakhand and Himachal Pradesh (Least disputed).

® 1346 km long eastern sector falls in the states of Sikkim and Arunachal Pradesh.

9. WHO Foundation

® |t is an independent grant-making entity that will support WHQO'’s efforts to address the most pressing
global health challenges.

® |t will support global public health needs by providing funds to WHO and trusted implementing
partners to deliver on the Organisation’s “triple billion” goals.

® The Foundation is a legally separate from WHO and will facilitate contributions from the general
public, individual major donors and corporate partners to WHO and trusted partners to deliver on
high-impact programmes.

10.Crisis in Caucasus: On Armenia, Azerbaijan and Nagorno-

Karabakh

® The ongoing fighting between Armenian rebels and the Azerbaijani Army in Nagorno-Karabakh, a
self-declared republic within Azerbaijan, risks becoming a wider regional conflict.

Issue

® Recently, Armenia and Azerbaijan agreed to a Russia-mediated ceasefire after days of fighting.
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® But, the ceasefire crumbled immediately amid a blame game.

® Azerbaijan, backed by Turkey, seems determined to press ahead with its offensive.

Background

® The conflict over Nagorno-Karabakh is decades old. The region is largely populated by ethnic
Armenians. It is located within the international boundaries of Azerbaijan.

® Under the Soviet Union, it was an autonomous province that was part of the Azerbaijan republic.

v 1988-In 1988, when the Soviet power was receding, the regional assembly in Nagorno-Karabakh
voted to join Armenia, triggering ethnic clashes.

v 1991- After the Soviet disintegration in 1991, Armenia and Azerbaijan went to war over this
largely mountainous, forested enclave.

v 1994- By the time a ceasefire was reached in 1994, the rebels had established their de facto rule,
with support from Armenia and Russia.

® The rebels extended their influence to the Armenian border. Ever since, the border has remained
tense.

Recent Issue

® External intervention makes the clashes now far more dangerous.
® Turkey has called Armenia a threat to peace in the region.
® The Azeris and Turks share ethnic and linguistic bonds.

® Also, the pre-Soviet Azerbaijan was a local ally of the Ottomans when they invaded Transcaucasia in
the last leg of World War I.
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® For Turkey, which is trying to expand its geopolitical reach to the former Ottoman regions, the conflict
over Nagorno-Karabakh is an opportunity to enter the South Caucasus.
TURKEY ARMENIA RUSSIA
e Turkeyalso has a * Russia enjoys good economic and * Russia, already involved in
particularly bad defense ties with both Armenia and military conflicts in Syria,
relationship with Azerbaijan, Ukraine and Libya, may no
Armenia. e But Armenia, 83 8 CSTO member and like opening another front,
e Butits problem is host to a Russian military base, has e Thatis why it has re-
that Armenia is a more weight, emphasized its neutrality
member of the * Ina wider conflict, Armenia could and hosted talks for a truc
Russia-led Collective trigger Article 4 of the CSTO treaty and o But it will be forced to take
Security Treaty ask for Russian help. sides if the conflict spills
Organization (CSTO). o And if Moscow responds favorably, into Armenia.
that would pit Russia against Turkey, a
NATO member.

11.US imposes new curbs on H-1B visas

® The Trump administration has announced new restrictions on H-1B nonimmigrant visa programme
which it said is aimed at protecting American workers, restoring integrity and to better guarantee
that H-1B petitions are approved only for qualified beneficiaries and petitioners, a move which is
likely to affect thousands of Indian IT professionals.

Update
® The US administration said it was announcing an interim final rule, which will strengthen the non-

immigrant work visa programme.

® The new rules will be effective 60 days from their publication in the Federal Register, which is the
official journal of the US government.
Interim Final Rule
® Executive policies announced by agencies such as the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) or the

US Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) require them to consult stakeholders.

® They should give them a notice period of 60 days and seek comments before any sweeping changes
are brought in.

® This method allows agencies such as DHS to act with urgency and within a specified time after a new
rule or law is made.

® |n the latest announcement on the proposed policy changes, the DHS said that the USCIS would forgo
the usual 60-day comment.

® |t also said that notice period to immediately ensure that employing H-1B workers will not worsen
the economic crisis caused by COVID-19.

® The impact of the pandemic on the US economy and its domestic workers was an obvious fact which
justified the agency issuing this rule.

Proposed Changes
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® Detrimental - As per the DHS, the H-1B work visa regime had over the years gone far beyond the
mandate, for which it was launched, often to the detriment of US workers.

® Therefore, in order to bring back the integrity to the regime, the DHS has announced some changes.

® These changes would ensure that H-1B petitions are approved only for qualified beneficiaries and
petitioners.

® The new rule will narrow down the definition of what constitutes a “specialty occupation”.

® This means that companies and agencies which hire workers on H-1B visas will have a tough time
proving to the immigration agencies that such employees are not available from the domestic pool of
workers.

® Filling Quota - Another proposed change relates to companies allegedly making fictitious work offers
to fictitious employees just to fulfill their quota of H-1B visa applications approved.

® The US administration had alleged that both Indian and the US-based companies have often given
fictitious H-1B work visa offers to foreign employees.

® They do so to evade some part of taxes, while also undercutting the jobs for eligible US workers.

® Enforcement - The final proposed rule change talks about better enforcement of the new H-1B norms
which will be announced later.

® This will be done through worksite inspections and monitoring compliance, before, during and after
the H-1B work visa is approved.

12.India provides USD 1 million for Palestinian refugees

® India has contributed one million dollars to the United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA)
for Palestine Refugees in Near East region. This will support the UNRWA's programmes and services
including the education, health care, relief and social services.

® India’'s support to the Palestine is an
integral part of the India’s foreign policy.

United Nations Relief and Works
Agency (UNRWA)

® o |t is a United Nations agency established
by the General Assembly in 1949.

® |t supports the relief and human
development of Palestinian refugees
across its five fields of operation.

® |ts services encompass education, health
care, relief and social services, camp infrastructure and improvement, protection and microfinance.

® |ts mission is to help Palestine refugees in Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, West Bank, including East
Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip.

® |t is funded almost entirely by voluntary contributions and financial support.
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® Palestine refugees are defined as persons whose normal place of residence was Palestine during the
period 1 June 1946 to 15 May 1948, and who lost both home and means of livelihood as a result of
the 1948 conflict.

India-Palestine

® India had recognized the Palestine’s statehood for the first time on 18 November 1988. However, the
relations between both the countries formally established in 1974.

® After the full diplomatic relation was established in March 1980, India and Israel have increased
cooperation in military and intelligence ventures.

® |n the line, Narendra Modi became the first Prime Minister of India to visit Palestine in 2018.

® India supported Palestinian self-determination in the aftermath of the partition of British India after
India got Independence.

® India have also provided $10 million relief to Palestine’s annual budget once.

® US$300,000 was provided for the construction of two addition floor in the Al-Azhar University and
human resource development programme.

® India had also offered 51 specialized security training slots to Palestinians during 1997-98 with an
estimated expenditure of Rs. 55 lakhs.

® India offers 8 scholarships under ICCR Schemes to Palestinian students for higher studies in India and
several slots for training courses under the ITEC Programme.

® In 1998-99, 50 training slots were provided to Palestinian personnel for specialized training courses
where 58 Palestinian officers completed their training.

13.India and France re-elected President and Co-President of

International Solar Alliance

News

® Along with India, France has also been re-elected as the Co-President of the alliance in the ISA’'s Third
Assembly.

® Tenure- 2 years

® The Third Assembly of ISA was attended by 34 ISA Member Ministers, 53 member countries besides
the 5 signatory and prospective member countries

® The Third Assembly further approved the initiatives of the ISA Secretariat to institutionalize the
International Solar Alliance’s engagement with the public and private corporate sector. They will also
collaborate for the Sustainable Climate Action (CSCA).

® At the assembly, 10 public sector organizations from India presented cheques of USD 1 million.

® The solar awards were distributed for the first time to the countries where institutions and regions
are working for solar power.

International Solar Alliance (ISA)
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® The International Solar Alliance (ISA) is an alliance of more than 122 countries initiated by India, most
of them being sunshine countries, which lie either completely or partly between the Tropic of Cancer
and the Tropic of Capricorn, now extended to all members of UN.

® The Paris Declaration establishes ISA as an alliance dedicated to the promotion of solar energy
among its member countries.

INTERNATIONAL SOLAR ALLIANCE
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Objective

® The ISA’'s major objectives include global deployment of over 1,000GW of solar generation capacity
and mobilization of investment of over US$ 1000 billion into solar energy by 2030.

® As an action-oriented organization, the ISA brings together countries with rich solar potential to
aggregate global demand, thereby reducing prices through bulk purchase, facilitating the deployment
of existing solar technologies at scale, and promoting collaborative solar R&D and capacity building.

® When it entered into force? When the ISA Framework Agreement entered into force on December
6th, 2017, ISA formally became a de-jure treaty based International Intergovernmental Organization,
headquartered at Gurugram, India.

New Vice-Presidents of ISA
® At the assembly, four new Vice-Presidents were also selected to represent four regions-
¥ Representatives of Fiji and Nauru- chosen for Asia Pacific Region
v Representative of Niger and Mauritius - chosen for Africa Region

v Representative of The United Kingdom and the Netherlands- chosen for Europe and other
regions

¥ Representative of Cuba and Guyana- chosen for Latin America and the Caribbean Region
® The President of ISA Assembly- From India side, RK Singh will represent the ISA.

® The Co-President of ISA Assembly- Barbara Pompili, The Minister for Ecological Transition of France,
represented the France at the assembly.

® She said, France’s involvement in the solar project by pointing out that France has committed 1.5

f
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14.Pakistan re-elected to United Nations Human Rights Council
® Pakistan has been re-elected to the United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC).

® |t was selected on the basis of votes of member countries.
® |t secured 169 votes out of 193 votes of the member of UN General Assembly.

® Pakistan has secured the highest number of votes among the five candidates from the Asia-Pacific
region. 5 candidates were seeking for four seats in elections in New York.

Background
® Pakistan has served the UNHRC since January 2018.

® Now, the country will continue for another three-year term commencing from January 1, 2021.

® Pakistan has been elected 5th time since 2006.

United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC)

® UNHRC is a United Nations body which was established on 15th March 2006 and replaced the UN
Commission on Human Rights.

® |ts primary mission is to promote and protect human rights around the world.

® |t has 47 members who are elected for three-year terms on a regional group basis.

® The organization is headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland.

® |t investigates the allegations of breach of human rights in United Nations member states.

® The body also addresses the important human rights issues including the women'’s rights, LGBT rights,
freedom of association and assembly, freedom of expression, freedom of belief and religion, and the
rights of racial and ethnic minorities.

15.Top US diplomat calls for expansion of Quad group

® The United States at the recent India-US forum has called for the expansion of QUAD grouping.

® US stated that like-minded countries and groupings should come together and join hands to protect
and ensure a free and open Indo-Pacific ocean.

® The call was made by US Deputy Secretary of State Stephen Biegun at the India-US forum in New
Delhi.

® US side highlighted that the Quad grouping have potential to deepen and strengthen the cooperation
with the ASEAN bloc in Southeast Asia.

® This would help to ensure freedom of seas and security of the seas in accordance with the United
Nations Conventions on Law of Sea.

® US side further said that Quad nations can also work with ASEAN bloc in areas of governance,
environmental protection, health and transparent data sharing.

Expanding QUAD

® Quad is a partnership forum that is driven by the shared interests.
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® Any nation seeking free and open Indo-Pacific and who wants to take measures to ensure the
openness can join the hands and admitted to the grouping.

QUAD Grouping
® The QUAD grouping comprises of four nations namely US, India, Australia and Japan.

® The grouping was established in 2007 after a dialogue between the then Japanese Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe, Australian Prime Minister John Howard, US Vice President Dick Cheney, and Indian
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh.

® The four members since then try to revive the grouping in the backdrop of tensions in the Indo-Pacific
region because of China’s expansion policy.

The "Quad”™ Counter to China
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