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1. Geography 
1.1.Global UNESCO Global Geoparks 

• UNESCO Global Geoparks are single, unified geographical areas where sites and landscapes of 

international geological significance are managed with a holistic concept of protection, education and 

sustainable development.  

• A UNESCO Global Geopark uses its geological heritage, in connection with all other aspects of the 

area’s natural and cultural heritage, to enhance awareness and understanding of key issues facing 

society, such as using our earth’s resources sustainably, mitigating the effects of climate change and 

reducing natural disasters-related risks.  

Setting the context 

  

UNESCO Global Geoparks  

• Their bottom-up approach of combining conservation with sustainable development while involving 

local communities is becoming increasingly popular.  

• By raising awareness of the importance of the area’s geological heritage in history and society today, 

UNESCO Global Geoparks give local people a sense of pride in their region and strengthen their 

identification with the area.  

• The creation of innovative local enterprises, new jobs and high-quality training courses is stimulated 

as new sources of revenue are generated through geotourism, while the geological resources of the 

area are protected.  

• At present, there are 169 UNESCO Global Geoparks in 44 countries. 

• The first batch of members to the GGN were announced during the first International Conference on 

Geoparks in 2004.  

• China is the country with the largest number of Global Geoparks.  

• India does not have any UNESCO Global geopark.  
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Is A UNESCO Global Geopark Only About Geology?  

• No! While a UNESCO Global Geopark must demonstrate geological heritage of international 

significance, the purpose of a UNESCO Global Geopark is to explore, develop and celebrate the links 

between that geological heritage and all other aspects of the area's natural, cultural and intangible 

heritages.  

Is There Any Legal Status Attached To The Label Unesco Global Geopark  

• No, “UNESCO Global Geopark” is not a legislative designation – though the defining geological 

heritage sites within a UNESCO Global Geopark must be protected under indigenous, local, regional 

or national legislation as appropriate.  

• UNESCO Global Geopark status does not imply restrictions on any economic activity inside a 

UNESCO Global Geopark where that activity complies with indigenous, local, regional and/or 

national legislation.  

Once a  UNESCO Global Geopark, Always a UNESCO Global Geopark?  

• No, a UNESCO Global Geopark is given this designation for a period of four years after which the 

functioning and quality of each UNESCO Global Geopark is thoroughly re-examined during a 

revalidation process.  

• If, on the basis of the field evaluation report, the UNESCO Global Geopark continues to fulfil the 

criteria the area will continue as a UNESCO Global Geopark for a further four-year period (so-called 

“green card”).  

• If the area no longer fulfils the criteria, the management body will be informed to take appropriate 

steps within a two-year period (so-called “yellow card”).  

• Should the UNESCO Global Geopark not fulfil the criteria within two years after receiving a “yellow 

card”, the area will lose its status as a UNESCO Global Geopark (so-called “red card”).  

What Is The Global Geopark Network?  

• Objective: Networking.  

• The Global Geoparks Network (GGN), of which membership is obligatory for UNESCO Global 

Geoparks, is a legally constituted not-for-profit organisation with an annual membership fee.  

• The GGN was founded in 2004 and is a dynamic network where members are committed to work 

together and exchange ideas of best practise and join in common projects to raise the quality 

standards of all products and practises of a UNESCO Global Geopark.  

• While the GGN as a whole comes together every two years, it functions through the operation of 

regional networks, such as the European Geoparks Network that meets twice a year to develop and 

promote joint activities.  

• A set of criteria as established by UNESCO must first be met for a geopark, as nominated by the 

corresponding government, to be included in the GGN:  

✓the existence of a management plan designed to foster socio-economic development that is 

sustainable (most likely to be based on agritourism and geotourism);  
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✓demonstrate methods for conserving and enhancing geological heritage and provide means for 

teaching geoscientific disciplines and broader environmental issues;  

✓ joint-proposals submitted by public authorities, local communities and private interests acting 

together, which demonstrate the best practices with respect to Earth heritage conservation and its 

integration into sustainable development strategies  

Applications 

• GS 1  

• GS 2  

• GS 3  

• GS 4  
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2. History 
2.1. Dadabhai Naoroji  

• Known aș the “Grand Old Man of India” and “Unofficial 

Ambassador of India”  

• He was an Indian political leader, Merchant, Scholar and writer.  

• He was the first Asian to be a British MP selected from Liberal 

Party Member of Parliament in UK House of Commons between 

1892 and 1895. (other than the Anglo-Indian MP David 

Ochterlony Dyce Sombre, who was disenfranchised for 

corruption after nine months in office.)  

• He was also a member of the Second International.  

• One of the founding members of INC and was thrice selected as the president of INC in 1886, 1893, 

1906.  

• His Book “Poverty and Un-British Rule in India” brought attention to his theory of the Indian "Wealth 

drain" into Britain.  

Life and Career 

• Naoroji was born in Navsari into a Gujarati-speaking Parsi Zoroastrian family, and educated at the 

Elphinstone Institute School.  

• He was patronised by the Maharaja of Baroda, and started his career life as Dewan (Minister) to the 

Maharaja in 1874.  

• Being an Athornan (ordained priest), Naoroji founded the Rahnumai Mazdayasan Sabha (Guides on 

the Mazdayasne Path) on 1 August 1851 to restore the Zoroastrian religion to its original purity and 

simplicity.  

• In 1854, he also founded a Gujarati fortnightly publication, the Rast Goftar (or The Truth Teller), to 

clarify Zoroastrian concepts and promote Parsi social reforms. In this time he also published another 

newspaper called "The Voice of India."  

• In December 1855, he was appointed Professor of Mathematics and Natural Philosophy in 

Elphinstone College in Bombay, becoming the first Indian to hold such an academic position.  

• He travelled to London in 1855 to become a partner in Cama & Co, opening a Liverpool location for 

the first Indian company to be established in Britain. Within three years, he had resigned on ethical 

grounds.  

• In 1865, Naoroji directed and launched the London Indian Society, the purpose of which was to 

discuss Indian political, social and literary subjects.  

• In 1867 he also helped to establish the East India Association, one of the predecessor organisations of 

the Indian National Congress with the aim of putting across the Indian point of view before the British 

public.  
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• In 1874, he became Prime Minister of Baroda and was a member of the Legislative Council of Bombay 

(1885–88).  

• He was also a member of the Indian National Association founded by ?. 

• Naoroji moved to Britain once again and continued his political involvement, Elected for the Liberal 

Party in Finsbury Central at the 1892 general election. 

• He was the first British Indian MP.  

• He refused to take the oath on the Bible as he was Zoroastrian, so was allowed to take the oath of 

office in the name of God on his copy of the Khordeh Avesta.  

• He died in Bombay on 30 June 1917, at the age of 91.  

Naoroji’s Drain of Wealth Theory  

• Naoroji described six factors which resulted in the external drain.  

✓Firstly, India was governed by a foreign government.  

✓Secondly, India did not attract immigrants which brought labour and capital for economic growth.  

✓Thirdly, India paid for Britain's civil administrations in India and her Indian army. Fourthly, India 

bore the burden of empire building in and out of its borders.  

✓Fifthly, opening the country to free trade allowed for foreigners to take highly paid jobs over those 

of equally qualified Indians.  

✓Lastly, the principal income-earners would spend their money outside of India or leave with the 

money as they were mostly foreign personnel  

• In Naoroji's book 'Poverty' he estimated a 200–300 million pounds drain of India's revenue to Britain 

that was not recirculated into India.  

• When referring to the drain, Naoroji stated that he believed some tribute was necessary as payment 

for the services that Britain brought to India such as the newly- constructed railways.  

• However the money from these services were being drained out of India; for instance the money 

being earned by the railways did not belong to India, which supported his assessment that India was 

sending too much to Britain.  

• Naoroji's work on the drain theory was the main reason behind the creation of the Royal Commission 

on Indian Expenditure in 1896 in which he was also a member. This commission reviewed financial 

burdens on India and in some cases came to the conclusion that those burdens were misplaced.  

Important Works 

• Rast Goftar - Anglo-Gujarati Newspaper in 1854. (Link: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rast_Goftar) 

• The Voice of India - 1854  

• The European and Asiatic races (London, 1866)  

• Admission of educated natives into the Indian Civil Service (London, 1868)  

• The wants and means of India (London, 1876)  
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• Condition of India (Madras, 1882) 

• Poverty and Un-British Rule in India. (1902) (Link: https://archive.org/details/povertyandunbri00naorgoog) 

“ Whether I am a Hindu, a Mohammedan, a Parsi,a Christian, or any other creed, I am above all an Indian. 

Our country is India, our nationality is Indian.”  
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3. Polity & Governance  
3.1.Israel  - Palestine Issue explained  

The beginning of conflict  

• Britain took control of the area 

known as Palestine after the ruler of 

that part of the Middle East, the 

Ottoman Empire, was defeated in 

WW1.  

• The land was inhabited by a Jewish 

minority and Arab majority. Tensions 

between the two peoples grew 

when the international community 

gave Britain the task of establishing 

a "national home" in Palestine for 

Jewish people.  

• For Jews, it was their ancestral 

home, but Palestinian Arabs also 

claimed the land and opposed the 

move.  

First Arab-Israel War  

• Between the 1920s and 40s, the number 

of Jews arriving there grew, with many 

fleeing from persecution in Europe and 

seeking a homeland after the Holocaust of 

WWII.  

• In 1947, the United Nations adopted 

Resolution 181, known as the Partition 

Plan, which sought to divide the British 

Mandate of Palestine into Arab and Jewish 

states.  

• In 1948, unable to solve the problem, British rulers left and Jewish leaders declared the creation of 

the state of Israel on May 14th, sparking the first Arab-Israeli War.  

• The war ended in 1949 with Israel’s victory, but 750,000 Palestinians were displaced. Hundreds of 

thousands of Palestinians fled or were forced out of their homes in what they call Al Nakba, or the 

"Catastrophe".  

• By the time the fighting ended in a ceasefire the following year, Israel controlled most of the territory. 

Jordan occupied land which became known as the West Bank, and Egypt occupied Gaza.  

• Jerusalem was divided between Israeli forces in the West, and Jordanian forces in the East. Over the 

following years, tensions rose in the region, particularly between Israel and Egypt, Jordan, and Syria.  
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 Second Arab Israel War 

• Following the 1956 Suez 

Crisis and Israel’s invasion 

of the Sinai Peninsula, 

Egypt, Jordan, and Syria 

signed mutual defense 

pacts in anticipation of a 

possible mobilization of 

Israel troops.  

• In June 1967, following a 

series of maneuvers by 

Egyptian President Abdel 

G a m a l N a s s e r, I s r a e l 

p r e e m p t i ve l y a t t a c ke d 

Egyptian and Syrian air 

forces, starting the Six- Day 

War.  
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• After the war, Israel gained territorial 

control over the Sinai Peninsula and Gaza 

Strip from Egypt; the West Bank and East 

Jerusalem from Jordan; and the Golan 

Heights from Syria.  

 Camp David Accords  

• Six years later, in what is referred to as 

the Yom Kippur War or the October War, 

Egypt and Syria launched a surprise two-

front attack on Israel to regain their lost 

territory.  

• The conflict did not result in significant 

gains for Egypt, Israel, or Syria, but 

Egyptian President Anwar al-Sadat 

declared the war a victory for Egypt as it 

allowed Egypt and Syria to negotiate over 

previously ceded territory.  

• Finally, in 1979, following a series of 

cease-fires and peace negotiations, 

representatives from Egypt and Israel 

signed the Camp David Accords, a peace 

treaty that ended the thirty- year conflict 

between Egypt and Israel.  
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 Palestine’s Intifadas  

• Even though the Camp David Accords improved relations between Israel 

and its neighbours, the question of Palestinian self-determination and self- 

governance remained unresolved.  

• In 1987, hundreds of thousands of Palestinians living in the West Bank and 

Gaza Strip rose up against the Israeli government in what is known as the 

first intifada.  

• The 1993 Oslo I Accords mediated the conflict, setting up a framework for 

the Palestinians to govern themselves in the West Bank and Gaza, and 

enabled mutual recognition between the newly established Palestinian 

Authority and Israel’s government.  

• In 1995, the Oslo II Accords expanded on the first agreement, adding provisions that mandated the 

complete withdrawal of Israel from 6 cities and 450 towns in the West Bank.  

• In 2000, sparked in part by Palestinian grievances over Israel’s control over the West Bank, a 

stagnating peace process, and former Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon’s visit to the al-Aqsa mosque

—the third holiest site in Islam—in September 2000, Palestinians launched the second intifada, which 

would last until 2005.  

• In response, the Israeli government approved construction of a barrier wall around the West Bank in 

2002, despite opposition from the International Court of Justice and the International Criminal 

Court.  

• In 2013, the United States attempted to revive the peace process between the Israeli government 

and the Palestinian Authority in the West Bank. However, peace talks were disrupted when Fatah- 

the Palestinian Authority’s ruling party- formed a unity government with its rival faction Hamas in 

2014.  

• Hamas, a spin-off of Egypt’s Muslim Brotherhood founded in 1987 following the first intifada, is one 

of two major Palestinian political parties 

and was designated a foreign terrorist 

organization by the United States in 1997.  

Status of Jerusalem  

• Since 2017-18, tensions were again at an 

all time high. Israel considers the 

“complete and united Jerusalem” its 

capital, while Palestinians claim East 

Jerusalem as the capital of a future 

Palestinian state.  

• Jerusalem has been at the centre of the 

Israeli- Palestinian conflict. According to 

the original 1947 UN partition plan, 

Jerusalem was proposed to be an 

international city.  
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• But in the first Arab Israel war of 1948, the Israelis captured the western half of the city, and Jordan 

took the eastern part, including the Old City that houses Haram al-Sharif. Al-Aqsa Mosque and the 

Dome of the Rock, holy site for Jews, are situated within Haram al-Sharif (Noble Sanctuary).  

Present status and Issues  

• In 1980, Israel passed the “Jerusalem Law”, stating that 

“Jerusalem, complete and united, is the capital of Israel, which 

was declared as null and void by Resolution 478 of the UN 

Security Council.  

• In December 2017, USA under President Trump recognised 

United States recognition of Jerusalem as the capital of Israel 

and ordered the planning of the relocation of the U.S. Embassy in 

Israel from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem.  

• In August and September 2020, the United Arab Emirates (UAE) 

and then Bahrain agreed to normalize relations with Israel, 

making them only the third and fourth countries in the region- 

following Egypt in 1979 and Jordan in 1994- to do so.  

• The agreements, named the Abraham Accords, came more than 

eighteen months after the United States hosted Israel and 

several Arab states for ministerial talks in Warsaw, Poland, about 

the future of peace in the Middle East. The Accords however 

were rejected by Palestinians authorities.  

• Tensions have been building up since the start of Ramzan in mid-

April when Israeli police set up barricades at the Damascus Gate 

outside the occupied Old City, preventing Palestinians from 

gathering there.  

• In May Israeli armed forces stormed Al-Aqsa Mosque in 

Jerusalem, ahead of a march by Zionist nationalists 

commemorating Israel’s capture of the eastern half of the city in 

1967.  

• This coincided with protests by Palestinians over a forthcoming 

decision of the Israeli Supreme Court regarding the eviction of 

Palestinian families from Sheikh Jarrah, a neighborhood of East 

Jerusalem. In retaliation, Hamas, the Islamist militant group that 

runs Gaza, fired dozens of rockets.  

• On 15 May the IDF targeted the Al Jalaa building in Gaza, which 

housed Al Jazeera and Associated Press journalists, and a 

number of other offices and apartments. They also slammed the Gaza Strip with airstrikes, in a 

dramatic escalation that included bombing the home of a senior Hamas leader.  
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4. Economy 
4.1.All about GST Exemption 

Recently there was a news  

 GST & Exemptions  

• Several states called for removing taxation on Covid-related 

medicines and supplies, including a GST exemption on vaccines.  

• Finance Minister said exemptions on domestic supplies and 

commercial imports “would make these items costlier” for 

consumers.  

Tax on these Items  

• A 5% GST is levied on domestic supplies and commercial imports of vaccines.  

• Covid drugs and oxygen concentrators attract 12%.  

Why Finance Minister Said NO to 0 GST  

• Presently, the seller can claim input tax credit (ITC) by setting 

off the tax liability against the tax already paid.  

• For example, a vaccine manufacturer would have inputs such 

as vials, bioreactors, warehousing, etc., which would be taxed 

at different rates (5%, 12% or 18%).  

• These taxes can be claimed as ITC at the time of final supply 

— and if the tax on output is higher than that on inputs, the 

final seller can claim an ITC refund.  

 GST & Exemptions  
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Back to the Exemptions  

• For a better understanding Let’s See them One by One  

Non GST  

• Not under the Ambit of GST Law No ITC (of course) Examples: 

Petrol, Alcohol for Human Consumption  

• Nil Rated  

✓Tax Rate = 0% 

✓No ITC  

✓Examples: Grains, Salt  

• Exempted  

✓NO GST Applicable 

✓No ITC Examples: Milk, Curd, Bread  

• Zero Rated  

✓Tax Rate = 0% Yes ITC  

✓Examples: Exports, Sales to SEZ  

What Could be Done  

• Making all the Covid related supplies as Zero-rating.  

• It will make the entire value chain of the supply exempt from tax.  

• Not only is the output exempt from tax, there is no bar on availing credit of taxes paid on the input 

side for providing the output supply.  
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5. Environment & Ecology 
5.1.Snow Leopard 

Introduction  

• More than 70 per cent habitat of the snow leopard, 

over 12 Asian countries, remains unresearched, the 

World Wildlife Fund for Nature (WWF) claimed in a 

recent report.  

• The report titled, Over 100 Years of Snow Leopard 

Research — A spatially explicit review of the state of 

knowledge in the snow leopard range, was released 

May 17, 2021.  

Habitat  

• In India, the snow leopards are found in Ladakh, Jammu and Kashmir, Sikkim, Uttarakhand, and 

Arunachal Pradesh.  

• T h e a n i m a l i s a n 

indicator of the health of 

India’s mountains that 

provide water to at least 

h a l f t h e c o u n t r y ’ s 

population.  

• S n o w l e o p a r d s a r e 

charismatic, but are 

rarely seen. That is why 

t h ey a r e c a l l e d t h e 

ghosts of the mountains.  

• C o n s e r v i n g s n o w 

leopards facilitates the 

conservation of the 

e n t i r e m o u n t a i n 

ecosystem that includes 

goats and sheep, pasture 

lands and livelihood 

opportunities for local 

communities.  

• The Government of India 

has identified the snow 

leopard as a flagship species for the high altitude Himalayas.  

• Kibber wildlife sanctuary in Spiti Valley in the Himachal Pradesh is a hotspot for snow leopards.  

• Hemis National Park is the Snow Leopard capital of the world.  
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 Threats 

• Globally, there could be as few as 4,000 snow leopards left in Asia’s high mountains and this 

remaining population faces continued and emerging threats.  

• Increased habitat loss and degradation, poaching and conflict with communities have contributed to a 

decline in their numbers and left the species hanging by a thread in many places.  

• A recent report by non-profit TRAFFIC suggests that as many as one snow leopard is being killed 

every day across its entire range.  

Protection Status 

• IUCN Red List of the Threatened Species - Vulnerable Wildlife (Protection) Act 1972 - Schedule I  

• Convention on International Trade of Endangered Species (CITES) - Appendix I  

• Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals - Appendix I  

Protection In India  

• Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change launched the Snow Leopard Population 

Assessment in India (SPAI) to estimate the species’ population in the Indian Himalayas.  

• Snow Leopard is on the list of 21 critically endangered species for the recovery programme of the 

Ministry of Environment Forest & Climate Change.  

• India is also party to the Global Snow Leopard and Ecosystem Protection (GSLEP) Programme since 

2013.  

• Global Environment Facility (GEF)-United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) funded the 

SECURE Himalaya project on conservation of high altitude biodiversity and reducing the dependency 

of local communities on the natural ecosystem.  

• Project Snow Leopard was launched in 2009 to promote an inclusive and participatory approach to 

conserve snow leopards and their habitat.  

International Snow Leopard Day  

• International Snow Leopard Day is observed on 23rd October. It came into being on 23rd October, 

2013, with the adoption of the Bishkek  

• Declaration by 12 countries on the conservation of snow leopards. 

The 12 countries included, India, Nepal, Bhutan, China, Mongolia, Russia,  

• Pakistan, Afghanistan, Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan.  

• The Global Snow Leopard and Ecosystem Protection Programme 

(GSLEP) was also launched on the same day to address high-mountain development issues using 

conservation of the snow leopard as a flagship.  

• A community volunteer programme “Himal Sanrakshak” was launched followed by the release of 

origami notebooks based on the theme of combating illegal trade in wildlife.  
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6. Science & Technology 
6.1.Plasma Therapy  

• Plasma is the liquid part of the blood. 

Convalescent plasma, extracted from the 

blood of patients recovering from an 

infection, is a source of antibodies against 

the infection. The therapy involves using 

their plasma to help others recover. For 

Covid-19, this has been one of the 

treatment options. The donor would have 

to be a documented case of Covid-19 and 

healthy for 28 days since the last 

symptoms.  

 Plasma  

• The liquid component of blood is called 

plasma, a mixture of water, sugar, fat, protein, and salts.  

• The main job of the plasma is to transport blood cells throughout your body along with nutrients, 

waste products, antibodies, clotting proteins, chemical messengers such as hormones, and proteins 

that help maintain the body's fluid balance.  

Antibodies Formation  
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7. International Relation 
7.1.Soft Power 

• The term soft power was coined by the 

American political scientist Joseph Nye in the 

late 1980s, in the context of the end of the Cold 

War.  

• He defined it as the ability to get what you want 

through attraction rather than coercion or 

payments. 

• It arises from the attractiveness of a country's 

culture, political ideals, and policies. 

• It represents a more subtle form of power.  

• It is defined as  a persuasive approach to 

international political relations, involving the 

use of a nation’s cultural, historical and diplomatic influence.  

• It is a form of power that has the ability to attract and co-opt rather than coerce, use force, or provide 

payment as a means of persuasion. 

• Soft Power is the ability of a state to indirectly convince others to desire its goals and vision.  

• Nye further explains that a nation’s Soft Power is based on the use of three resources, namely 

✓Its culture (in places where it is attractive to others) 

✓Its political values (when it lives up to them at home and abroad) 

✓Its foreign policies (where others see them as legitimate and having moral authority) 

Historically 

• Distinguished personages like Mahatma Gandhi, Rabindranath Tagore, literature, music, dance, 

software industry, Ayurveda, etc., produce an extraordinary array of soft power assets that portray 

the attractiveness of India to the foreign populace.  

• The importance of respect, harmony and fraternity are the essences that Indians are recognized for, 

with Ashoka, Buddha and Gandhi standing as principal representatives.  

• Mythological epics such as Mahabharata and Ramayana are compared with the great Greek writings 

like Odyssey and Iliad. 

• India’s global representation is rooted in the idea of ‘unity in diversity’, contemplative of the wide 

collection of cultures and civilizations that remains to attract many across the world. 

•  India dedicated to gaining internationally through commerce and statecraft, apart from “soft” power. 

•  Upanishads delivered the notion of ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’ (the world is one family.) to the world 

and to India.  
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• The Gandhian concepts of non-violence, Nehru’s Five Postulates of Panchsheel (Peaceful 

Coexistence) and the globally supported Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) during the cold war made an 

important actor in global associations which we derived from the times of Buddha and Ashoka. 

Contemporary 

Vaccine Maitri 

• Days after it began vaccinating its own population 

against the novel coronavirus, India has begun 

dispatching millions of doses of its indigenously 

manufactured COVID-19 vaccines to its South Asian 

neighbours and key partner countries further afield. 

• Brazil ’s President thanked India by saying 

"dhanyavaad" for supplying the "sanjeevni booti" (the 

vaccine) against the coronavirus to the South 

American country, which has reported the second-highest death toll from the Covid-19 disease in the 

world, In a tweet  

• The Brazilian President said that it was an honour to have 

India as a "great partner" against the "global obstacle.” 

• equipment, respirators, and medicines to other countries 

to help them fight the COVID-19 pandemic, India is now 

reaching out to them with “vaccine diplomacy.” 

• In keeping with its “Neighborhood First” initiative, the first 

consignments of the vaccines have gone to its immediate 

neighbors, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Maldives, Myanmar, and 

Nepal, and to key Indian Ocean partners, Mauritius and 

Seychelles.  

• Sri Lanka will begin receiving vaccine consignments from January 27 and Afghanistan will do so after 

it has completed regulatory clearance procedures. 

• In addition to the vaccine grant assistance to its neighbors, India has also set in motion commercial 

supply of vaccines to several countries, including Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Brazil, and Morocco. 

• India is one of the largest manufacturers of vaccines in the world; it supplies around 60 percent of the 

global requirement of DPT, BCG, and measles vaccines. Vaccine Maitri will add to its credibility as a 

reliable vaccine producer. 

• New Delhi is hoping that by earning public goodwill and helping neighbouring governments at a time 

when they are battling serious public health crises, Vaccine Maitri will enable India to erode Chinese 

influence in South Asia. 

• Ultimately, the soft power quotient of a country is not about the 

effectiveness or otherwise of government propaganda.  

• It’s about perception, of how others inherently see you.  

• Civilisations are judged not only by artefact, merchandise or 

arsenal, but by what they stand for, the spirit that animates them
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