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1. Geography 
1.1.Swamitva Scheme 

• The acronym SVAMITA stands for Survey of Villages and Mapping with Improvised Technology in 

Village Areas.  

• It is a Central Sector Scheme aimed at “providing ‘record of rights’ to village household owners 

possessing houses in inhabited rural areas in villages and issuance of property cards to the property 

owners.  

• The scheme aims to provide an integrated property validation solution for rural India.  

• The demarcation of rural abadi areas would be done using Drone Surveying technology.  

• In the States, the Revenue Department / Land Records Department will be the Nodal Department 

and shall carry out the scheme with support of State Panchayati Raj Department.  

• The Ministry of Panchayati Raj (MoPR) is the Nodal Ministry for implementation of the scheme.  

• Survey of India shall work as the technology partner for implementation.  

• During the current financial year, the scheme is being implemented as a pilot project in about 1 lakh 

villages across 8 states – Maharashtra, Karnataka, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Madhya 

Pradesh, Punjab and Rajasthan.  

• The aim is to cover all 6.62 lakh villages in the country by the end of financial year 2023-24.  

• The scheme seeks to achieve the following objectives: - 

✓To bring financial stability to the citizens in rural India by enabling them to use their property as a 

financial asset for taking loans and other financial benefits.  

✓Creation of accurate land records for rural planning.  

✓Determination of property tax, which would accrue to the GPs directly in States where it is 

devolved or else, add to the State exchequer.  

✓Creation of survey infrastructure and GIS maps that can be leveraged by any department for their 

use.  

✓To support in preparation of better-quality Gram Panchayat Development Plan (GPDP) by making 

use of GIS maps.  

✓To reduce property related disputes and legal cases  

Application  

• GS 1  

• GS 2  

• GS 3  

• GS 4  
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2. Polity & Governance  
2.1.Appointment of CBI Director in India 

• Context: On Monday, a high-powered committee chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi met 

today to decide and select the next chief of the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI).  

What is the CBI?  

• The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) is the premier investigating agency of India, operating 

under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions.  

• It was originally set up to investigate bribery and governmental corruption in 1965 and it received 

expanded jurisdiction to investigate breaches of central laws enforceable by the Government of India, 

multi- state organised crime, multi-agency or international cases.  

• CBI is exempted from the provisions of the Right to Information Act. CBI is India's officially 

designated single point of contact for liaison with the Interpol.  

Background to CBI 

• The Bureau of Investigation traces its origins to the Special Police Establishment , a Central 

Government Police force, which was set up in 1941 by the Government of India to investigate bribery 

and corruption in transactions with the War and Supply Department of India.  

• After the end of the second world war, there was a continued need for a central governmental agency 

to investigate bribery and corruption by central-government employees.  

• The department was transferred to the Home Department by the 1946 Delhi Special Police 

Establishment Act. The DSPE acquired its popular current name, Central Bureau of Investigation 

(CBI), through a Home Ministry resolution in 1963.  

• The establishment of the CBI was recommended by the Santhanam Committee on Prevention of 

Corruption (1962–1964).  

Appointment of Director of CBI 

• The CBI is headed by a Director, an IPS officer with a rank of Director General of Police. The director 

was initially selected by a high-profile committee constituted under section 4A of the Delhi Special 

Police Establishment (DSPE) Act, 1946. The Director of CBI has been provided security of two-year 

tenure in office by the CVC Act, 2003.  

• The Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act (2013) amended the Delhi Special Police Establishment Act (1946) 

and made the following changes with respect to appointment of the Director of CBI. The Central 

Government shall appoint the Director of CBI on the recommendation of a three- member committee 

consisting of the Prime Minister as Chairperson, the Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha and the 

Chief Justice of India or Judge of the Supreme Court nominated by him.  

• Later, the Delhi Special Police Establishment (Amendment) Act, 2014 made a change in the 

composition of the committee related to the appointment of the Director of C.B.I. It states that where 

there is no recognized leader of opposition in the Lok Sabha, then the leader of the single largest 

opposition party in the Lok Sabha would be a member of that committee.  
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Which of the following statements are correct? 

1. The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBl) is a statutory body.  

2. The CBI derives its power Delhi Special Police Establishment Act (1946).  

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2  
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3. Environment 
3.1.Protected Planet Report 2021 

Introduction  

• The area of protected land on Earth has increased to seven times the size of India since 2010, 

according to a report released by the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) and the 

International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN).  

• The report, titled Protected Planet Report 2020, underlined the progress the world has made toward 

the ambitious goals agreed by countries in 2010 at the United Nations Convention on Biological 

Diversity — to conserve 17 per cent of land and inland water ecosystems and 10 per cent of its coastal 

waters and oceans by 2020, known as Aichi Biodiversity Target 11, a set of 20 targets of the 

Convention on Biological Diversity.  

• Since 2010, protected areas covering almost 21 million km2 – greater than the land area of the 

Russian Federation – have been added to the global network, with new protected areas being added 

every month as national governments and other stakeholders expand their efforts.  

• Protected Planet Reports are biennial landmark publications that assess the state of protected and 

conserved areas around the world.  

Features 

• The report is the first in the series to include data on Other Effective Area-based Conservation 

Measures (OECM) in addition to protected areas.  

• OECM are a conservation designation for areas that are achieving the effective in-situ conservation 

of biodiversity outside of protected areas.  

• Since OECMs were first recorded in 2019, these areas have added a further 1.6 million km2 to the 

global network.  

• Despite being limited to only five countries and territories, the available data on OECMs already 

show that they make a significant contribution to coverage and connectivity.  

• Of the area now covered by protected areas and OECMs, 42% was added in the past decade.  

• The greatest growth in protected areas and OECMs over the 10 year period has been in marine and 

coastal areas, where 68% of the current network's area is less than ten years old.  

• The Protected Planet Report 2020 finds that the international community has made major progress 

towards the global target on protected and conserved area coverage, but has fallen far short on its 

commitments on the quality of these areas.  

• The report finds great progress since 2010 with 22.5 million km2 (16.64%) of land and inland water 

ecosystems and 28.1 million km2 (7.74%) of coastal waters and the ocean within documented 

protected and conserved areas, an increase of over 21 million km2 (42% of the current coverage) 

since 2010.  

• It is clear that coverage on land will considerably exceed the 17% target when data for all areas are 

made available, as many protected and conserved areas remain unreported.  
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• Yet a third of key biodiversity areas lack any coverage, and less than 8% of land is both protected and 

connected.  

• The report also identifies crucial opportunities for further improving the protected and conserved 

area network under the next set of global nature targets.  

• On an average, 62.6 per cent of key biodiversity areas (KBA) either fully or partially overlap with 

protected areas and OECMs.  

• To date, 33.8% of Key Biodiversity Areas lack any coverage by protected areas or OECMs in the 

terrestrial and inland water realms, and 33.9% in the marine realm.  

• KBAs are sites that contribute significantly to the global persistence of biodiversity, in terrestrial, 

freshwater and marine ecosystems.  

Protected Planet 

• Despite major progress on protected and conserved area coverage, the world has fallen well short of 

commitments on the quality of their management and on the quantity of protected marine areas.  

• The report’s authors expect scaling-up coverage and effectiveness will be part of the post-2020 

global biodiversity framework which will be agreed at a UN conference scheduled for Kunming, 

China, in October.  

• They said the challenge will be to improve the quality of both existing and new areas, as biodiversity 

continues to decline, even within many protected areas.  

Honour Indigenous Efforts  

• In addition to designating new areas, the report calls for existing protected and conserved areas to be 

identified and recognized, by accounting for the efforts of indigenous peoples, local communities and 

private entities, which remain undervalued.  

• More action is also needed on the equitable management of these areas, “so that the costs of 

conservation are not borne by local people while its benefits are enjoyed by others.”  

• This is a key step towards building conservation networks that have the support and participation of 

people everywhere, the authors added.  

• The IUCN, whose Green List Standard is the global measure of overall change in the quality of 

protected areas, has welcomed the advancements made over the past decade.  
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4. International Relation 
4.1.Hard Power 

• The term hard power describes a nation or political body’s 

ability to use economic incentives or military strength to 

influence other actors’ behaviours.  

• It relies on a measure of power propounded by the realist 

school in international relations theory.  

• In the realist school, power is linked with the possession of 

certain tangible resources, including population, territory, 

natural resources, economic and military strength, among others.  

• Hard power is defined by the use of such resources to spur the behaviour of other entities.  

Historically 

• Machiavelli “Prince”: The principal foundations of all states are good laws and good armies.  

• Hobbes in the Leviathan expands the measures of power by adding the ability to control not just 

armed forces, but also economic and financial forces.  

• Hans Morgenthau emphasizes the use of coercive force in enumerating political power  

• Henry Kissinger suggests that “what is possible for a stated epends on its resources, geographic 

position and determination, and on the resources, determination and domestic structure of other 

states.”  

• Joseph Nye, identifies hard power as “the ability to use the carrots and sticks of economic and military 

might to make others follow your will.”  

• Hard power strategies include a wide range of measures geared toward coercing or threatening other 

entities into compliance.  

• These measures might include the use of “sticks,” such as the threat of military assault or the 

implementation of an economic embargo; they might also include the use of “carrots,” such as the 

promise of military protection or the reduction of trade barriers.  

• Power tactics : military intervention, economic sanctions, and coercive diplomacy.  

• Examples: 

✓The 1900 invasion of China by the 8 Country Alliance in order to quell the Boxer Rebellion  

✓The 1939 invasion of Poland by Germany that triggered the second World War  

✓The 1979 invasion of Afghanistan by the Soviet Union, an attempt to prop up Afghanistan’s Marxist 

government  

✓The 2003 invasion of Iraq by the U.S. over concerns about Iraq’s weapons capabilities.  

✓The lastest one is Israel – Palestine conflict  
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• Military force, however, is not the only coercive measure in a state’s arsenal.  

• The application of economic pressure can be deployed for similar ends.  

• U.S. trade embargoes on countries such as Cuba, Iran, and Iraq in the latter half of the 20th century  

• The 1995 Iran Sanctions Act, in response to Iran’s nuclear program and its alleged funding of 

organizations such as Hezbollah, Hamas, and Palestinian Islamic Jihad.  

• The sanctions were designed to limit investment in Iran’s oil fields and infrastructure. Thus, by 

impeding the development of a key sector of Iran’s economy— petroleum—the U.S. hoped to 

discourage Iran from engaging in any unfriendly activity.  

• This strategy of economic and military combined together is described by Alexander George, as 

“coercive diplomacy” —involves backing one’s demands of an adversary “with a threat of punishment 

for noncompliance that he will consider credible and potent enough to persuade him to comply with 

the demand.”  

• While the use of hard power may serve to induce compliance, it also presents some glaring 

shortcomings with regard to its wielder’s legitimacy and credibility.  

• Hard power strategies that do not take into account a country’s international image may have serious 

consequences.  

• If a country’s credibility abroad deteriorates, attitudes of mistrust tend to grow while international 

cooperation diminishes, such that the country’s capacity to obtain its objectives is damaged.  

• The consequences of American reliance on hard power in removing Saddam Hussein from power and 

the handling of the subsequent crisis in Iraq provide an unfortunate example. Polling data reveal 

growing anti-  

• Americanism and disillusionment with American foreign policy.  
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• Rather than relying solely on the coercive use of military and economic might, a state would attempt 

to garner acquiescence through the attractiveness of its culture and ideology or through the 

proliferation of its norms and values.  

• It is this ability to set the agenda in world politics, to offer a sought-after example in terms of values or 

institutions on the international stage, that Joseph Nye calls indirect or soft power.  

• Ultimately, however, Nye and other scholars suggest that a state’s success at achieving its goals rests 

not on the exclusive use of either hard or soft power. For these thinkers, success depends upon a 

combination of both—what has been deemed “smart power.”  
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