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1. Geography 
Click here to watch the following questions on YouTube 

1. With reference to agricultural soils, consider the following statements:  

1. A high content of organic matter in soil drastically reduces its water holding capacity.  

2. Soil does not play any role in the Sulphur cycle. 

3. Irrigation over a period of time can contribute to the salinization of some agricultural lands.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 and 2 only  

B. 3 only  

C. 1 and 3 only  

D. 1, 2 and 3  

Answer: B 

Explanation 

Statement 1 

• A high content of organic matter in soil drastically reduces its water holding capacity.  

• As decomposition of dead plant matter and animals occurs, nutrients held within the plant matter or 

animal is released to the soil. This end result of the decomposition is known as humus.  

• Organic matter helps improving water retention capacity. The process of decay, added by bacterial 

action, transforms organic matter into humus. Humus enhances water retention capacity of the soil.  

Statement 2 

• Soil does not play any role in the Sulphur cycle.  

Statement 3 

• Irrigation over a period of time can contribute to the salinization  

• Salinity is the accumulation of salts (often dominated by sodium chloride) in soil and water to levels 

that impact on human and natural assets (e.g. plants, animals, aquatic ecosystems, water supplies, 

agriculture and infrastructure).  

• Irrigation salinity occurs in irrigated landscapes.  

• Ex : Water brings underground salts to the surface. This affects the of some agricultural lands. crop 

growth adversely. Ex : Panjab  
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2. What can be the impact of excessive / inappropriate use of nitrogenous fertilizers in agriculture?  

1. Proliferation of nitrogen-fixing microorganisms in soil can occur.  

2. Increase in the acidity of soil can take place. 

3. Leaching of nitrate to the ground-water can occur.  

Select the correct answer using the code given below. 

A. 1 and 3 only 

B. 2 only 

C. 2 and 3 only  

D. 1, 2 and 3  

Answer: C 

Explanation  

Statement 3  

• Leaching of nitrate to the ground-water can occur.  

• Nitrogen - > Nitrates -> Water Soluble -> remain in ground water for decades  
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Statement 2 

• Increase in the acidity of soil can take place.  

• As the ammonium-N in fertilizers undergoes nitrification (conversion of ammonium to nitrate in soils 

by bacteria), hydrogen (H+) is released, which can increase acidity.  

• As the percentage of ammonium increases in a given fertilizer the acidifying potential will also be 

increased, thus reducing pH.  

Statement 1  

• Proliferation of nitrogen-fixing microorganisms in soil can occur.  

• Nitrogen fixation is a chemical process by which molecular nitrogen in the air is converted into 

ammonia or related nitrogenous compounds in soil or aquatic systems.  

• If there is more nitrogen in the soil, less need for nitrogen fixing bacteria. In any case if fertilizer 

increased bacteria a couple of doses of fertilizer would suffice for eternity.  

3. Match List-I with List-II and select the correct answer using the codes given below:  

    List-I (Sea)           List-II (Country)  

A. Black Sea         1. Bulgaria  

B. Red Sea.            2. China  

C. Yellow Sea       3. Eritrea  

D. Caspian Sea    4. Kazakhstan  

Codes: 

A. A-1; B-4; C-2; D-3  

B. A-2; B-3; C-1; D-4  

C. A-1; B-3; C-2; D-4  

D. A-2; B-4; C-1; D-3  

Answer: C 

Explanation  
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4. Given below are two statements, one labelled as Assertion (A) and the other labelled as Reason (R)  

Assertion (A) : Mangroves are very specialised forest eco-systems of tropical and sub-tropical regions           

bordering certain sea coasts.  

Reason (R) : They stabilise the shoreline and act as bulwark against encroachments by the sea.  

In the context of the above two statements, which one of the following is correct?  

A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A  

B. Both A and R are true but R is not a correct explanation of A 

C. A is true but R is false 

D. A is false but R is true  

Answer: B 

Explanation  

• A mangrove is a shrub or small tree that grows in 

coastal saline or brackish water.  

• The term is also used for tropical coastal vegetation 

consisting of such species. 

Mangroves occur worldwide in the tropics and 

subtropics, mainly between latitudes 25° N and 25° S.  

• They are adapted to the low oxygen conditions of 

waterlogged mud.  

• Applications : Coastal Erosion  

5. If a tropical rain forest is removed, it does not regenerate quickly as compared to a tropical 

deciduous forest. This is because  

A. the soil of rain forest is deficient in nutrients 

B. propagules of the trees in a rain forest have poor viability  

C. the rain forest species are slow-growing 

D. exotic species invade the fertile soil of rain forest  

Answer:  A 

Explanation  

• The tropical rainforest biome has four main characteristics:  

✓very high annual rainfall 

✓high average temperatures 

✓nutrient-poorsoil  
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✓high levels of biodiversity (species richness).  

• Since there is a tremendous amount and diversity of foliage in tropical rainforests, you might assume 

that rainforest soils are rich in nutrients.  

• In fact, rainforest soils are nutrient-poor because nutrients are not stored in them for very long. The 

heavy rains that occur in rainforests wash organic material from the soil.  

• Nevertheless, the high diversity of decomposers, such as bacteria and fungi accelerates the 

decomposition process enough that the nutrients released by decomposition are taken up quickly by 

the plants, instead of being stored in the soil.  
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2. History 
Click here to watch the following questions on YouTube 

1. Which of the following events is not related to tenure of Lord Lytton as the Governor general of 

India?  

A. Creation of Statutory Civil Services  

B. The Second Afghan war 

C.  Passing of the Vernacular Press Act  

D. Passing of the First Factory Act  

Answer: D 

Explanation  

• Disraeli, the Prime Minister of England had deputed him to India with the specific object of pursuing a 

forward policy against Afghanistan.  

The Statutory Civil Service  

• The Charter Act of 1833 had declared that all Indians would be entitled to get government jobs on 

merit.  

• The Charter Act of 1853 had made the Provision of holding a Competitive examination in London for 

recruitment to high services under the Company. Indians were allowed to compete in that 

examination.  

• Thus, the right of the Indians to get even the highest jobs – Civil Services – on merit was accepted by 

the government in principle though, in practice, every possible effort was made to check their entry 

into them.  

• Lord Lytton straightforwardly proposed to debar the Indians from the covenanted services. 

• But his proposal was not accepted by the British Government. He, then introduced the Statutory Civil 

Service in India.  

• It was decided in 1879 that on the recommendation of provincial governments the government of 

India could employ some Indians of good social standing in the services though confirmation of their 

jobs was to be sought from the Secretary of State for India.  

• The members of this Statutory Civil Service were to enjoy equal status with the members of the 

Covenanted Services.  

• Their number, however, could not exceed one-sixth of the total number of the members appointed to 

the covenanted service in a year.  

• The Statutory Civil Service scheme was a temptation for the Indians with a view to dampening their 

spirit to compete for covenanted service.  

• Besides, it gave positions of influence only to those Indians who were loyal to the British. It was 

dropped by the British Government after eight years.  
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2. Which of the following were the main objectives of Queen Victoria’s Proclamation of 1858?  

1. To disclaim any intention to annex Indian states.  

2. To place Indian administration under British Crown.  

3. To regulate East India Company’s Trade with India.  

A. 1 and 2 only  

B. 2 and 3 only  

C. 1 and 3 only  

D. 1, 2 and 3  

Answer: A 

Explanation  

• On November 1, 1858, a grand Darbar was held at Allahabad.  

• Lord Canning sent forth the royal proclamation which announced that the queen had assumed the 

government of India.  

• This proclamation declared the future policy of the British Rule in India.  

• The armies of the East India Company ceased to exist and the forces in India were incorporated as an 

integral part of the British army.  

• As per Queen Victoria’s proclamation of November 1, 1858, all treaties and agreements made with 

the Indian native princes under the authority of the East India company did not cease to exist but 

were there to stay and accepted by the crown.  

• The declaration expressed faith and the rights, dignity and status of the native princes.  

3. Bhatiali is associated with which of the following states?  

A. Uttar Pradesh 

B.  Manipur  

C. West Bengal  

D. Madhya Pradesh  

Answer: C 

Explanation  

• Bhatiali was sung by the fishermen of ancient Bengal.  

• The word Bhatiali comes from Bhata meaning ebb or downstream  

• It is said that this musical form was used by the oarsmen and fishermen of Bengal to keep themselves 

entertained when they didn’t have to row their boats with all their might. 

• Nirmalendu Chowdhury is one of the best exponents of this ancient musical form.  
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4. The first Population census of India was held in  

A. 1872  

B. 1881  

C. 1891  

D. 1901 

Answer: A 

Explanation  

• A systematic and modern population census, in its present form was conducted non synchronously 

between 1865 and 1872 in different parts of the country.  

• This effort culminating in 1872 has been popularly labeled as the first population census of India  

• However, the first synchronous census in India was held in 1881. Since then, censuses have been 

undertaken uninterruptedly once every ten year.  

5. Which of the following Ancient Indian texts were translated into Persian by Dara Shikoh and were 

compiled under the title ‘Sir-i-Akbar’?  

A. Rig Veda  

B. Puranas  

C. Upanishads  

D. Smritis  

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• The Upanishads were translated into the Persian language during the reign of Shah Jahan by his son 

Dara Shikoh as “Sir-i-Akbar”.  

• 52 Upanishads were translated in this book. Majma-ul-Bahrain is original creation of Dara Shikoh.  
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3. Economy  
Click here to watch the following questions on YouTube 

Inflation 

1. Identify the curve based on the following graph?  

A. Lorenz Curve  

B. Phillips’s Curve  

C. Kuznets Curve  

D. Laffer Curve  

Answer: B 

Explanation  

• The Phillips curve is an economic concept developed by A. W. Phillips stating that inflation and 

unemployment have a stable and inverse relationship.  

• The theory claims that with economic growth comes inflation, which in turn should lead to more jobs 

a n d l e s s 

unemployment.  

• Higher inflation is 

associated with lower 

unemployment and 

vice versa.  

• The Phillips curve was 

a concept used to 

guide macroeconomic 

policy in the 20th 

c e n t u r y, b u t w a s 

called into question by 

the stagflation of the 

1970's.  

• Understanding the Phillips curve in light of consumer and worker expectations, shows that the 

relationship between inflation and unemployment may not hold in the long run, or even potentially in 

the short run.  

Nairu 

• The NAIRU is that rate of unemployment which is consistent with a constant rate of inflation.  

• It means at NAIRU, the upward and downward forces on price (inflation) and wage (unemployment) 

neutralise each other and there is no tendency of change in the rate of inflation.  
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• According to Milton Friedman and Edmund Phelps if monetary policy tried to hold unemployment 

below its natural rate, inflation will be rising to higher level— which is known as the non-accelerating 

inflation rate of unemployment (NAIRU) also.  

• We may say that the NAIRU is the lowest unemployment rate that an economy can sustain without 

any upward pressure on inflation rate.  

2. The difference between the current level of real gross domestic product (GDP) and the GDP that 

would exist if an economy was operating at full employment is known as:  

A. Inflationary Gap  

B. Recessionary Gap  

C. Potential GDP 

D. Core Inflation  

Answer: A 

Explanation  

• An inflationary gap is a macroeconomic 

concept that measures the difference 

between the current level of real gross 

domestic product (GDP) and the GDP 

that would exist if an economy was 

operating at full employment.  

• An inflationary gap exists when the 

demand for goods and services 

exceeds production due to factors such 

as higher levels of overall employment, 

increased trade activities, or elevated 

government expenditure.  

• Against this backdrop, the real GDP can exceed the potential GDP, resulting in an inflationary gap.  

• The inflationary gap is named as such because the relative rise in real GDP causes an economy to 

increase its consumption, leading prices to climb in the long run.  

3. Which of the following concepts are correctly matched with their explanations:  

1. Deflation – a decrease in the rate of inflation 

2. Disinflation – a fall in the general price level 

3. Hyperinflation – an out-of-control inflationary spiral  

4. Stagflation – a combination of inflation, slow economic growth and high unemployment  

5. Reflation – an attempt to raise the general level of prices to counteract deflationary pressures  
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6. Asset price inflation – a general rise in the prices of financial assets without a corresponding 

increase in the prices of goods or services.  

A. All except 2 & 3  

B. All except 1 & 4  

C. All except 1 & 2  

D. Neither A, B or C  

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• Just that the first 2 statements have been interchanged. Note down the correct definitions: 

• Deflation – a fall in the general price level. 

• Disinflation – a decrease in the rate of inflation.  

• Hyperinflation – an out-of-control inflationary spiral. 

• Stagflation – a combination of inflation, slow economic growth and high unemployment.  

• Reflation – an attempt to raise the general level of prices to counteract deflationary pressures.  

• Asset Price inflation – a general rise in the prices of financial assets without a corresponding increase 

in the prices of goods or services.  

4. Which of the following statements are correct about Agreement on Monetary Policy Framework 

2015?  

1. As per the agreement, RBI would set the policy interest rates and would aim to bring inflation 

below 6 per cent by January 2016 and within 4 per cent with a band of (+/-) 2 per cent for 

2016-17 and all subsequent years.  

2. It was formed following the recommendations of a committee headed by RBI Deputy Governor 

Urjit Patel.  

A. 1 only  

B. B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: C 

Explanation  

Agreement on monetary policy framework 2015:  

• In 2015 The Government of India and Reserve Bank of India signed a Monetary Policy Framework 

Agreement.  
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• The new monetary policy framework was formed following the recommendations of a committee 

headed by the then RBI Deputy Governor Urjit Patel.  

• The objective of monetary policy framework is to primarily maintain price stability while keeping in 

mind the objective of growth.  

• As per the agreement, RBI would set the policy interest rates and would aim to bring inflation below 6 

per cent by January 2016 and within 4 per cent with a band of (+/-) 2 per cent for 2016-17 and all 

subsequent years.  

• If the central bank misses the inflation target, it will send a report to the government citing reasons 

and remedial actions.  

• The central bank will also need to give an estimated time-period within which it expects to return to 

the target level.  

5. Which of the following statements are correct about ‘wage-price spiral’?  

1. It explains the cause-and-effect relationship between rising wages and rising prices.  

2. It runs counter to Keynesian economic theory.  

3. A country's central bank can use monetary policy, the interest rate, reserve requirements, or 

open market operations, to curb the wage-price spiral.  

A. 2 only  

B. 1 and 3 only  

C. 3 only 

D. All of the above  

Answer: B 

Explanation  

• The wage-price spiral is a macroeconomic theory used to explain the cause-and-effect relationship 

between rising wages and rising prices, or inflation.  

• The wage-price spiral suggests that rising wages increase disposable income raising the demand for 

goods and causing prices to rise.  

• Rising prices increase demand for higher wages, which leads to higher production costs and further 

upward pressure on prices creating a conceptual spiral.  

• Its essence then becomes that of a perpetual loop or cycle of consistent price increases.  

• The wage-price spiral reflects the causes and consequences of inflation, and it is, therefore, 

characteristic of Keynesian economic theory. It is also known as the "cost-push" origin of inflation. 

• Another cause of inflation is known as "demand-pull" inflation, which monetary theorists believe 

originates with the money supply.  

• Wage-price spiral is caused by the effect of supply and demand on aggregate prices.  
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4. Environment 
Click here to watch the following questions on YouTube 

1. Consider the following statements with respect to niche of an organism  

1. It refers to role played by an organism in the ecosystem.  

2. Ecological niche is unique for every species. Which of the above statements is/are correct?  

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• In ecology, a niche is the match of a species to a specific environmental condition.  

• It describes how an organism or population responds to the distribution of resources and competitors 

(for example, by growing when resources are abundant, and when predators, parasites and pathogens 

are scarce) and how it in turn alters those same factors (for example, limiting access to resources by 

other organisms, acting as a food source for predators and a consumer of prey).  

• A niche is unique for a species while many species share the habitat.  

• The type and number of variables comprising the dimensions of an environmental niche vary from 

one species to another and the relative importance of particular environmental variables for a species 

may vary according to the geographic and biotic contexts.  

2. Consider the following statements  

1. Kamlang Tiger reserve is situated in Himachal Pradesh  

2. Tiger is a Eurythermal animal. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: B 

Explanation  

• The Kamlang Wildlife Sanctuary, established in 1989, is the 50th Tiger reserve in India.  
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• The Sanctuary is rich with floral and faunal diversity.  

• Located in tropical and sub-tropical climatic zones, the 

sanctuary is the habitat of the four big cat species of India: 

tiger, leopard, clouded leopard and snow leopard.  

• It is situated in the Lohit District of the northeastern Indian 

state of Arunachal Pradesh.  

• The park is named after the Kamlang River which flows 

through it. Various tribals include Mishmi, Digaro Mishmi, and 

Miju Mishmi, etc.  

• Eurythermal animals are able to tolerate a wide range of temperature levels.  

• Eurythermal animals include cat, dog, man, goat, tiger, etc.  

  

3. Which of the following is the appropriate reason for the rare presence of small animals in the polar 

region?  

A. Thermoregulation is energetically expensive for small animals in polar region.  

B. Their body has small surface area compared to their volumes which makes them lose heat slowly.  

C. C. Presence of predators makes their presence vulnerable.  

D. Harsh climatic conditions render them difficulty to adapt.  

Answer: A 

Explanation 

• Thermoregulation is the ability of an organism to keep its body temperature within certain 

boundaries, even when the surrounding temperature is very different.  

• A thermo conforming organism, by contrast, simply adopts the surrounding temperature as its own 

body temperature, thus avoiding the need for internal thermoregulation.  

• The internal thermoregulation process is one aspect of homeostasis, a state of dynamic stability in an 

organism's internal conditions, maintained far from thermal equilibrium with its environment (the 

study of such processes in zoology has been called physiological ecology).  

• Temperature regulation is difficult in small animals.  

4. Talley Valley wildlife sanctuary is located in which of the following states?  

A. Arunachal Pradesh  

B. Meghalaya  

C. Assam 

D. Manipur 
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Answer: A 

Explanation 

• Talley Valley Wildlife Sanctuary is a protected area in 

Arunachal Pradesh, India, with an area of 337 km2.  

• It was established in 1995.  

• It is located at a distance of 32 kms from Ziro towards the 

north east.  

• Comprising sub-tropical and alpine forests it has a variety of 

flora and fauna, many of which are endangered.  

5. Which among the following are the UNESCO natural world heritage sites of India?  

1. Great Himalayan National Park  

2. Kaziranga National Park 

3. Sunderbans National Park 

4. Manas Wildlife Sanctuary  

A. 1, 2 and 3 only  

B. B. 1, 2 and 4 only  

C. C. 2, 3 and 4 only  

D. All of the above  

Answer: D 

Explanation  

• India has 38 world heritage sites that include 30 Cultural properties, 7 Natural properties and 1 

mixed site.  
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5. Intenational Relations 
Click here to watch the following questions on YouTube 

1. Which of the following statements are correct about “17+1 initiative” frequently heard in news ?  

1. The 17+1 initiative is a China-led format founded with an aim to expand cooperation between 

Beijing and the CEE The Central and Eastern Europe (CEE).  

2. Lativia recently pulled of the initiative.  

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: A 

Explanation 

• The 17+1 initiative is a China-led format founded in 2012 in Budapest with an aim to expand 

cooperation between Beijing and the CEE member countries, with investments and trade for the 

development of the CEE region  

• The framework also focuses on infrastructure projects such as bridges, motorways, railway lines and 

modernisation of ports in the member states.  

• The initiative includes twelve EU member states and five Balkan states — Albania, Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Estonia, Greece, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, 

Macedonia, Montenegro, Poland, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia and Slovenia.  

• The platform is largely seen as an extension of China’s flagship Belt and Road initiative (BRI).  

• Lithuania has quit China’s 17+1 cooperation forum with central and eastern European states that 

includes other EU members.  

• It has called it “divisive”.  

• It has also urged fellow EU members to pursue “a much more effective 27+1 approach and 

communication with China.”  

2. Belarus shares its boundaries with which of the following countries?  

1. Russia 

2. Ukraine  

3. Poland  

4. Hungary  

5. Romania  
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A. 1 , 2 , 3 and 4 only  

B. 2, 3 , 4 and 5 only 

C. 1, 2 and 3 only  

D. All of the above  

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• It is a landlocked country in Eastern Europe.  

• Recently, Belarus administration forced a commercial airline flying from Greece to Lithuania to land 

in its territory allegedly on the pretext of a bomb scare, so it could arrest a dissident journalist on 

board.  

• A gulf is a body of water that is connected to a sea or ocean and is surrounded or penetrated by land. 

The gulf is almost completely surrounded by land.  

• The Gulf of Martaban or the Gulf of Mottama is an arm of the Andaman Sea in the southern part of 

Burma. The gulf is named after the port city of Mottama (formerly known as Martaban). The Sittaung, 

Salween, and Yangon rivers empty into it.  

3. Gulf of Bothnia lies between  

A. Norway and Sweden  

B. Sweden and Finland  

C. Poland and Lithuania 

D. Estonia and Latvia  
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Answer: B 

Explanation  

  

4. Tiger Triumph is a military exercise involving the armed forces of  

A. India – Sri lanka 

B. India – USA  

C. India – Australia 

D. India – Japan  

Answer: B 

Explanation  

• Tiger Triumph is a bilateral tri-service amphibious military exercise involving the armed forces of 

India and the United States.  

• It is the first tri-service military exercise between the two countries.  

• India has previously only held tri-service exercises with Russia.  
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5. Which of the following countries are a part of the Indian Ocean Region?  

1. Australia 

2. Indonesia 

3. Tanzania 

4. United Arab Emirates  

5. Yemen.  

A. 1, 2 ,3 and 4  

B. 2, 3, 4 and 5 only  

C. 1, 3 and 5 only  

D. All of the above  

Answer: D 
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