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Click  here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

1. Liberating Co-ops  

What is a Cooperative?  

• By definition, cooperatives are voluntary organisations formed at the grassroots level by people to 

harness the power of collective bargaining towards a common goal.  

Example 

Political Vulnerability  

• In reality, Cooperatives in India have rarely been member- governed organisations. In a majority of 

cases, they have serviced the interests of politicians and governments more than their members.  

• Government’s latest decision to create a separate Ministry of Cooperation is being viewed with 

cynicism by many.  

• Yet another instance of an overbearing Centre attempting to gain control over grassroots institutions, 

especially in Opposition-ruled states, and undermining the principles of federalism  

• Co-operatives have seldom been allowed to operate as commercial enterprises controlled and 

accountable to their ostensible owners.  

Cooperative spirit: On the new Union Ministry of Cooperation  

• Cooperatives are dominant in agriculture, credit and marketing, but not limited to those.  

• Cooperatives play a vital role in the country’s development but are seldom the focus of policy 

planning  

• The legal architecture of the sector began evolving since 1904 under colonial rule.  
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• In 2002, the Multi State Cooperative Societies Act was passed, taking into account the challenges 

arising out of liberalisation.  

• Considering the fact that cooperatives fall in the State list of the Constitution, the Centre will have to 

innovate to provide legal sanctity for the new Ministry  

• Cooperatives have made significant contributions in poverty alleviation, food security, management 

of natural resources and the environment.  

Way Forward  

• The sector has become an instrument of patronage and pilferage. Mismanagement and corruption 

destroyed the sector in some States.  

• Despite regulatory oversight by the RBI and States, there is considerable autonomy for the sector 

which is often misused  

• The remedy is not an overarching Ministry and diktats from Delhi  

• The case for transparency and efficiency in the sector is strong; that goal must be pursued not by 

scaring the very soul of the sector but by advancing the cooperative spirit.  

Constitutional Provisions Related to Co-operatives  

• C o n s t i t u t i o n ( N i n e t y 

Seventh Amendment) Act 

2011 relating to the Co- 

operatives was enacted to 

e n c o u r a g e e c o n o m i c 

activities of Cooperatives 

w h i c h i n t u r n h e l p 

progress of rural India  

• After Part IX-A of the 

Constitution, Part IX-B 

was inserted. Part IX-B 

extended from Article 

243ZH to Article 243ZT  

• Amended Article 19(1) C 

by inserting, after the 

words ‘or unions’ the 

words ‘or Co-operative 

Societies’  

• Inserted Article 43B in 

Part IV of the Constitution as “The State Shall endeavor to promote Voluntary formation, 

autonomous functioning, democratic Control and professional management of the Co-operative 

societies”  
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2. Kerela Model For Anti Discrimination Law  

Forms Of Discrimination-  

• Article 15 (1) of the Constitution of India prohibits the state from discriminating against individuals 

on basis of certain protected characteristics such as religion, race, caste, sex and place of birth.  

• But it does not bar private individuals or institutions from doing what the state is not permitted to  

• Silent segregation- On the grounds of marital status, gender, sexual orientation or eating preferences 

are followed in several housing societies and residents’ associations.  

• Discrimination does not operate along a single axis; it can take the form of combined discrimination 

which is a combination of discrimination on two or more grounds  

• Eg: Intersectional Discrimination- Discrimination on the basis of the intersection of personal 

characteristics, such as that faced by Dalit women as Dalits, as women and in the unique category of 

Dalit women.  

Legal Remedies  

•  A comprehensive anti-discrimination legal framework is required to fill the existing legal lacunae.  

•  India is one of the few liberal democracies without such a framework  

• The Sachar Committee, in 2006, recognised the need for an anti-discrimination law  

• No provisions in constitution under Article 15 which explicitly list ethnicity, linguistic identity, 

nationality, marital status, sexual orientation, disability, physical appearance and other personal 

characteristics as  

• Only way progressive legislation of this nature can be passed in the present climate would be if the 

States lead the way, by enacting anti-discrimination laws in their respective jurisdictions grounds for 

Discrimination.  

• The State legislature can use its powers under Entry 8 of List III in the Seventh Schedule to the 

Constitution to enact an anti-discrimination law. 

Kerala’s Draft Bill  

• The Bill balances the anti-discrimination mandate with other rights guaranteed by the Constitution.  

• The anti discrimination mandate can be restricted in pursuance of a legitimate objective  

• For instance, a drama company putting up a production of the Ramayana can insist on only male 

applicants for the role of Ram. That would not be discrimination in the terms covered by the law.  

• The Bill also introduces affirmative-action provisions whereby public authorities are obliged to 

diversify their workforces by recruiting members of disadvantaged sections such as transgender, 

persons with disabilities.  

• Provision of ‘Kerala Equality Commission’ to adjudicate complaints and to provide policy 

recommendations to the State government  
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Will this bill be a game changer?  

• If this Bill is enacted, it will be the largest expansion of civil rights in the State since the 

commencement of the Constitution.  

•  It can be a model for other States to follow.  

• An anti-discrimination law is not a panacea for the problems of inequality and social prejudice that 

are deeply rooted in our society, BUT a necessary step required.  

Shaping a trilateral as Rome looks to the Indo-Pacific  

Significance Of Alliances  

• The growth of India’s weight in Indo-Pacific affairs comes at a time when it is becoming clearer that 

complex regional geopolitical problems cannot be addressed adequately by rigid and structured 

traditional alliance framework.  

• he challenges posed by China’s assertive initiatives clash with a region lacking multilateral 

organisations capable of solving problems effectively.  

• Countries that share similar values and face similar challenges are coming together to create 

purpose-oriented partnerships. Eg; QUAD.  

• Developing strong reciprocal trade relationships, without compromising the political autonomy of 

each participant.  

Italy’s Outreach 

• This initiative comes after years of Rome’s relative absence from the geopolitical affairs of the region 

as it sought to concentrate more on the Atlantic and European dimensions.  

• Italy’s Prime Minister Mario Draghi described Chinese competitive practices as “unfair” and invited 

the European Union (EU) to be franker and more courageous in confronting Beijing.  

• On the Indian side, there is great interest in forging new partnerships with like-minded countries 

interested in preserving peace and stability in the Indo Pacific.  

• The Italian government must formulate a clear Indo-Pacific strategy that must indicate its objectives.  

• Italy must also list the initiatives it is willing to implement on its own and in cooperation with its 

partners.  

Trilateral Cooperation is The Key  

• The India, Italy and Japan trilateral initiative can, and should, be a forum to foster and consolidate a 

strategic relationship between these three countries. 

• India and Italy can learn more from each other’s practices and interests and consolidate a strategic 

dialogue that should include the economic, the security and the political dimensions.  

• The next G20 leaders’ summit in Rome, in October, before the presidency handover to India in 2023,  

• Italy, already present in the western Indian Ocean where it is engaged in anti-piracy operations off the 

coast of Somalia.  
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• Strong political will is needed from all sides, and Italy, in particular, should recognise its interests in 

playing a larger role towards the maintenance of a free and open Indo-Pacific.  

Maritime Silk Route  

3. Tapping on Potential of Youth  

Demographics 

• World Population Day was first observed by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in 

1989.  

• Objective was to raise a discourse on sustainable ways to safeguard each life adding up to the 

population.  
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• The window India has to leverage its ‘demographic dividend’ is narrower.  

What is Demographic Dividend?  

• Demographic dividend refers to the growth in an economy that is the result of a change in the age 

structure of a country’s population.  

• The change in age structure is typically brought on by a decline in fertility and mortality rates.  

•   It is critical that we focus our attention on safeguarding young people’s Wellbeing because India’s 

welfare hinges on them.  

Impact of Pandemic  

• At 253 million, India’s adolescent population is among the largest. Over 62% of India is aged between 

15 and 59 years, and the median age of the population is less than 30 years.  

• India’s ‘demographic dividend’ represents the potential for economic growth based on the age 

structure of the population.  

• According to the World Bank, public expenditure on education constituted 4.4% of GDP in 2019 and 

only 3.4% of GDP in 2020.  

• In India, more than 32 crore students have been affected by the nationwide lockdown due to 

COVID-19.  

• Adolescent mental well-being has taken a big blow, with 17% of young people likely to be suffering 

from anxiety and depression.  

• Increased poverty levels during the pandemic may well have led to a worrying spurt in early marriages 

of girls in India.  

Way Forward  

• Collaborative actions by key ministries, government agencies, and civil society will be central to 

developing a holistic and meaningful solution.  

• Studies have established strong links between nutrition and cognitive scores among teenagers.  

• Coordination across departments can enable better solutions and greater efficiencies in tackling the 

crisis that our adolescents face.  

Tiger Economies (East Asia)  

• Demographic dividend contributed to growth in other countries, especially during East Asia’s 

economic miracle of 1965-1990.  

• East Asia's working age population grew at a faster rate than its dependent population, thereby 

expanding the per capita productivity.  

• Improving the lives of our adolescents in mission mode would lift their lives, but also generate a 

virtuous cycle with healthier and educated young adults.  
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Loss of Learning  

• Context- Need for a roadmap to safe reopening of schools  

✓According to Save the Children (Report) , during the first wave in 2020, three out of every four 

children had no internet access and four out of five children reported obstacles to learning.  

✓Many children have been deprived of mid-day meals, thereby increasing the burden on already 

struggling families — there are reports of children being forced into child labour and marriage.  

✓Even though there is a threat of 3rd wave looming, Indian Academy of Paediatrics stated that it was 

highly unlikely that the third wave will predominantly or exclusively affect children.  

✓A recent Israel study observed- Widespread vaccination of adults helps protect unvaccinated 

children.  

Conclusion  

• Schools cannot remain closed until each child is vaccinated because this may take years.  

• Schools will need to implement measures such as sanitisation, frequent testing, ventilation, reduction 

in class sizes and staggered drop-off and pick-up.  

• Digital India is still some time away.  

• According to the ADB, present value of learning losses due to prolonged school closures in developing 

Asia (including India) is $1.25 trillion or 5.4 per cent of the region’s 2020 GDP.  

4. Family Mis- Planning  

Punishment as a Means to Control Population?  

• Uttar Pradesh Population (Control, Stabilisation and Welfare) Bill, 2021, makes clear its preference 

for punishment as a means of “population control”.  

• Proposes that any citizen who “violates” a two-child policy not only be barred from contesting local 

bodies polls.  

• Further restricts applying for, or getting promotion in, government jobs, and even receiving 

government subsidy.  

• A policy or law that arms governments with more powers over citizens is erroneous for another 

fundamental reason- India is not being threatened by a “population explosion”.  

• Population control, appears to be making a comeback as a political issue.  

• Demographic dividend, should be seen more as an opportunity than a challenge.  

• Amidst an ongoing Pandemic the political class has surely more to do than decide family size for 

citizens.  

Total Fertility Rate (TFR)  

• UN Definition of TFR - The average number of live births a woman would have by age 50 if she were 

subject, throughout her life, to the age-specific fertility rates observed in a given year.  

• On a national level, TFR has declined from 3.4 in 1994 to 2.2 in 2015.  
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• Decadal growth rates have declined across all religious communities, with the fertility rate falling 

faster among Muslims than in Hindus.  

• In UP, the TFR has fallen an impressive 1.1 points to 2.7 in the span of a decade — without the state’s 

coercive measures.  

• Restrictive child-bearing norms and state engineering of population is anti- democratic.  

Way forward  

• Any government interested in supporting fertility decline, must work on the education and 

empowerment of women and respecting their choices.  

• The experience of Southern States in controlling the population levels show that attention to 

education, health and empowerment of women work far better to disincentives larger families than 

punitive measures.  

5. Taliban 2.0 and The Afghan Test  
• Role of SCO amidst the Instability in Afghanistan following the Withdrawal of US.  

• While Washington has confirmed that 90 per cent of the withdrawal is done, the Taliban leadership 

has claimed that it is in control of 85 per cent of Afghan territory.  

• Divergent regional strategic perspectives limit the prospects for a sustainable consensus on 

Afghanistan.  
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• SCO meeting- Geography, membership and capabilities make the SCO an important forum to address 

the post-American challenges in Afghanistan.  

• A few months after the SCO was set up, the world saw 9/11 terror attacks by Al Qaeda that was 

thriving in the shelter provided by Taliban-ruled Afghanistan.  

• The current members of the SCO are China, Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, 

Pakistan, and India. 

• SCO has four observer states —Iran, Afghanistan, Mongolia and Belarus.  

Response of Beijing and Moscow post USA Withdrawal  

• Unsurprisingly, there is a bit of revengeful joy in Moscow and Beijing today at the failure of the 

American mission in Afghanistan.  

• Both were deeply apprehensive about the implications of extended American military presence in 

Afghanistan.  

• Russia has not forgotten that the US had backed a Jihadi insurgency against the Soviet occupation of 

Afghanistan.  

• To take joy is one thing, but they have to cope with the consequences of the US withdrawal and the 

resurgence of the Taliban.  

Apprhensions  

• For China, potential Taliban support to the Xinjiang separatist groups is a major concern  

• Pakistan Worries about the danger of the conflict spilling over to the east of the Durand Line, and 

hostile groups like the Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP)  

• Tehran can’t ignore the Sunni extremism of the Taliban and its oppressive record in dealing with the 

Shia.  

Role Of India  

• Danger that Afghanistan under the Taliban could also begin to nurture anti- India terror groups.  

• Era of prolonged peace in Afghanistan secured by the US military presence has come to an end.  

• 3 structural conditions will continue to shape India’s Afghan policy.  

✓India’s lack of direct physical access to Afghanistan. This underlines the importance of Delhi having 

effective regional partners.  

✓Pakistan has the capability to destabilise any government in Afghanistan, but inability to stabilise.  

✓All Afghan sovereigns, including the Taliban, will inevitably look for partners to balance Pakistan.  

• If India remains active, but patient, many opportunities could open up in the new Afghan phase.  

6. The Power Of Scrutiny  
• Context- Supreme Court’s Verdict upholding the right if states to question Social Media Companies.  

✓Extremely nuanced recognition of the extent of powers of State Assemblies in matters regulated by 

an Act of Parliament.  

www.sleepyclasses.com 

Call 6280133177
Available on App Store 

 and Play Store  9

http://www.sleepyclasses.com
http://T.me/SleepyClasses


T.me/SleepyClasses

✓Facebook’s India VP Ajit Mohan was repeatedly summoned by Delhi Assembly’s Committee on 

Peace and Harmony on the subject of the Delhi riots of 2020.  

✓However the position taken by the Centre and The FB representative was that law and Order does 

not fall in Delhi’s domain.  

✓FB also pointed out that it was governed by the IT Act of Parliament, and this is not therefore 

something that any State government can be concerned with.  

Observations by SC 

• The Assembly does not only perform the function of legislating; there are many other aspects of 

governance.  

• Inquisitorial” and recommendatory powers of a House can be used for better governance.  

• However, the court also advised the committee of the state legislative assembly not to transgress into 

any fields reserved for the Union Government.  

• This comes at a time when social media intermediaries are legally fighting some aspects of the new IT 

rules that govern them.  

• Misinformation on social media, the Court observed has a direct impact on vast areas of subject 

matter which ultimately affect the governance of States.  

• This Verdict opens the gates for scrutiny of social media platforms by other States.  

7. Electing a Speaker, Dy Speaker  
• Context- Maharashtra Legislative Assembly has been without a Speaker for most of this year. The 

Deputy Speaker’s position is also vacant in Lok Sabha.  

How the Speaker and Deputy Speaker are elected?  

• Article 93 for Lok Sabha and Article 178 for state Assemblies state that these Houses “shall, as soon 

as may be”, choose two of its members to be Speaker and Deputy Speaker.  

• The Constitution neither sets a time limit nor specifies the process for these elections.  

•  It leaves it to the legislatures to decide how to hold these elections.  

• In Lok Sabha and state legislatures, the President/Governor sets a date for the election of the 

Speaker, and it is the Speaker who decides the date for the election of the Deputy Speaker.  

• The legislators of the respective Houses vote to elect one among themselves to these offices.  

The Roles of the Speaker, Deputy Speaker  

• Speaker is “the principal spokesman of the House, he represents its collective voice and is its sole 

representative to the outside world”.  

• The Speaker presides over the House proceedings and joint sittings of the two Houses of Parliament.  

• Speaker’s decision that determines whether a Bill is a Money Bill and therefore outside of the purview 

of the other House.  
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• Deputy Speaker is independent of the Speaker, not subordinate to him, as both are elected from 

among the members of the House.  

• The Deputy Speaker ensures the continuity of the Speakers office by acting as the Speaker when the 

office becomes vacant (By death, resignation or there is a removal resolution against Speaker).  

Speaker and Dy. Speaker- Ruling party or Opposition?  

• Usually, the Speaker comes from the ruling party.  

•  Until the fourth Lok Sabha, the Congress held both the Speaker and Deputy Speakers positions.  

✓The tradition for the post of the Deputy Speaker going to the Opposition party started during the 

term of Prime Minister Morarji Desai’s government.  
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