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Note -  

• The Newspaper clippings pasted in PDF are important from Mains point of view as it contains the 

fodder material for  Mains Answer Writing. 

• Also watch DND video lectures everyday @ 4 PM on Sleepy’s YouTube channel in order to 

understand  how to get the most out of  everyday’s  Newspaper . 
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Click  here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

1. Environment 
1.1.Agarwood 

• Recently Tripura released Draft Tripura Agarwood Policy 2021 

• It aims to promote the state’s agarwood business in a bid to develop a Rs 2000 crore economy in the 

state within 2025. 

Conditions 

• Agar plantations are suitable and preferable for planting in warm and high humid sub-tropical 

climate.  

• Agar tree grows appropriate at a temperature between 22° C to 43° C having about 70% sunlight and 

with rainfall ranging from 1800-3500mm per annum.  

• It grows at an altitude up to 2000m above mean sea level.  

• Agarwood plantation is suitable in the land types of soft and sandy clayey soil with a pH ranging 

between 4.0 to 6.  

CITES II (Meaning) 

• As per this provision, the export of "Plants, plant portion of wild or cultivated origin, of species 

specified in Appendix II or III of CITES" is free but it is subjected to production of a certificate of 

Legal Possession in favor of the exporter, issued by the DFO (Divisional forest officer)having 

jurisdiction where the exporter is situated 
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2. Science & Technology 
2.1.Black carbon and COVID-19 (DTE) 

• As per recent study conducted by the Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology located in Pune Black 

carbon particles contribute to increasing COVID-19 cases 

Key Findings 

• The COVID-19 infection count increase corresponded with an increase in black carbon in the 

atmosphere and decreased simultaneously with the decrease in black carbon in the atmosphere. 

• The COVID-19 death count increased with an increase in black carbon in the atmosphere and 

decreased when there was a decrease in black carbon in the atmosphere. 

• The study also shows that there is an increase in biomass share with an increase in biomass fire 

counts. 

• The study also suggests that this is holds true only for black carbon particles and not all PM2.5 

particles 

Mechanism 

• PM2.5 consists of black carbon, often called soot and polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons as well as 

other chemicals.  

• Some 40 per cent of BC emissions are caused by the open burning of biomass, 40 per cent by the 

burning of fossil fuels and 20 per cent by the burning of biofuel.  
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• BC particles aggregated and reacted with other compounds to grow in size, providing temporary 

habitat to viruses.  

• This led to a rapid increase in COVID-19 cases.  

• It declined after the crop burning stopped.  

2.2.What is Nauka 
• Nauka, which was launched from the Baikonur Cosmodrome in Kazakhstan on July 21 using a Proton 

rocket, is scheduled to be integrated with the IS 

About Nauka 

• Nauka — meaning “science” in Russian — is the biggest space laboratory Russia has launched to date, 

and will primarily serve as a research facility. 

• It is also bringing to the ISS another oxygen generator, a spare bed, another toilet, and a robotic 

cargo crane built by the European Space Agency (ESA). 

• On the ISS, Nauka will be attached to the critical Zvezda module, which provides all of the space 

station’s life support systems and serves as the structural and functional centre of the Russian Orbital 

Segment (ROS) 

• The module that exited the Zvezda recently to make way for Nauka was called Pirs, meaning “pier” in 

Russian, a considerably smaller structure 

• Both Pirs and its cargo ship will get burned up as they enter the Earth’s atmosphere, and are 

expected to fall harmlessly into the Pacific Ocean. 
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ISS (International Space Station) 

• The ISS has been in space since 1998. 

• It is a result of cooperation between the five participating space agencies that run it: NASA (United 

States), Roscosmos (Russia), JAXA (Japan), ESA (Europe), and CSA (Canada). 

What kind of research goes on at the International Space Station? 

• A space station is essentially a large spacecraft that remains in low-earth orbit for extended periods 

of time.  

• It is like a large laboratory in space, and allows astronauts to come aboard and stay for weeks or 

months to carry out experiments in microgravity. 

2.3.James Webb Space Telescope (JWST)Controversy 
• NASA is set to launch the large infrared James Webb Space Telescope (JWST) 

• But before it launches, NASA has an important decision to make — whether to rename the $8.8-

billion telescope.  

• These considerations stem from allegations that NASA’s former government-appointed administrator 

James Webb, after whom JWST is named, had persecuted homosexuals when he had worked for the 

government.  

Hubble Space Telescope (HST) -NASA 

• First major optical telescope to be placed in space and has made ground breaking discoveries in the 

field of astronomy since its launch (into Low Earth orbit in 1990).  

• Contribution-Universe expansion (Dark energy), dwarf galaxies, comets etc James Webb Space 

Telescope  

Successor to Hubble  
• It will be a large infrared telescope with a 6.5-meter primary mirror.  

• The telescope will be launched on an Ariane 5 rocket from French Guiana in 2021.  

• It will study every phase in the history of our Universe, formation of stars etc  

• It is an international collaboration between NASA, the European Space Agency (ESA), and the 

Canadian Space Agency (CSA).  

2.4.I-STEM (PIB) 
• National web portal for sharing R&D facilities I-STEM enters Phase-II 

• I-STEM project has been accorded extension for five years, until 2026 and enters its second phase 

with added features. 

I-STEM 

• National web portal for sharing R&D facilities was formally launched in January 2020 

• It is an initiative of Office of the Principal Scientific Adviser to the Govt. of India (PSA, GOI) under the 

aegis of Prime Minister Science, Technology and Innovation Advisory Council (PM-STIAC) mission  
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Phase-I 

• Portal is listed with more than 20,000 pieces of equipment from 1050 institutions across the country 

and has more than 20,000 Indian researchers. 

Phase II

• Will host indigenous technology products listed through a digital catalogue 

• Host and provide access to selected R&D (Research and Development) software required to 

undertake research projects 

• Provide a platform for the various City Knowledge and Innovation Clusters to enhance effective use 

of R&D infrastructure 
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3. Economy 
3.1.GST on Covid 19 drugs (IE) 

• In its 44th meeting on June 12, the 

GST Council had reduced GST on 

goods being used in Covid-19 

management until September 30. 

• The National Pharmaceutical Pricing 

Authority (NPPA) issued instructions 

to all manufacturers and marketing 

companies of drugs/formulations and 

medical devices to revise the 

maximum retail price of items on 

which tax/GST rates have been 

reduced 

GST Council  

Representative  

Union 

• The Union Finance Minister will be 

the Chairperson  

• As a member, the Union Minister of 

State will be in charge of Revenue of 

Finance  

• State  

✓The Minister in charge of 

finance or taxation or any 

other Minister nominated 

by each State government, 

as members  

• Voting power 

✓Union- 1/3rd vote in 

council  

✓S t a t e - 2 / 3 r d vo t e i n 

council  

✓Quorum-50% of total 

membership  

✓D e c i s i o n - 7 5 % v o t e 

support  
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• Pharma shahi dam-mb app-shows MRP fixed by NPPA for schedule 1 drugs  

• Pharma jan samadhan schm-complaint redressal system wrt availability & pricing of medicine  

3.2.Kandla becomes first Green SEZ (PIB) 
• Kandla SEZ (KASEZ) was awarded IGBC Platinum Rating today. KASEZ is the First Green SEZ to 

achieve the IGBC Green Cities Platinum Rating for Existing Cities. 
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4. Polity & Governance 
4.1.NISHTHA 

• Government launched NISHTHA for continuous professional development of the teachers during 

Covid 
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5. History 
5.1.Dholavira-WHS 

• Dholavira, the archaeological site of a Harappan-era city, received the UNESCO world heritage site 

tag recently 

• Dholavira became the fourth site from Gujarat and 40th from India to make the list, it is the first site 

of the ancient Indus Valley Civilisation (IVC) in India to get the tag. 

Dholavira 

• Located on a hillock near present-day Dholavira village in Kutch district, from which it gets its name.  

• It was discovered in 1968 by archaeologist Jagat Pati Joshi.  

• It was a commercial and manufacturing hub for about 1,500 years before its decline and eventual 

ruin in 1500 BC.  

• After Mohen-jo-Daro, Ganweriwala and Harappa in Pakistan and Rakhigarhi in Haryana of India, 

Dholavira is the fifth largest metropolis of IVC. 

• The site has a fortified citadel, a middle town and a lower town with walls made of sandstone or 

limestone instead of mud bricks in many other Harappan sites.  

• Series of water reservoirs, outer fortification, two multi-purpose grounds — one of which was used 

for festivities and as a marketplace — nine gates with unique designs, and funerary architecture 

featuring tumulus — hemispherical structures like the Buddhist Stupas— as some of the unique 

features of the Dholavira site.  

• One finds the origin of the Buddhist Stupas in memorials in Dholavira.  

• Unlike graves at other IVC sites, no mortal remains of humans have been discovered at Dholavira  

• Memorials that contain no bones or ashes but offerings of precious stones, etc. add a new dimension 

to the personality of the Harappans.  

Rise and fall of Dholavira  
• Remains of a copper smelter indicate of Harappans, who lived in Dholavira, knew metallurgy.  

• It is believed that traders of Dholavira used to source copper ore from present-day Rajasthan and 

Oman and UAE and export finished products.  

• I t w a s a l s o a h u b o f 

manufacturing jewellery made 

of shells and semi- precious 

stones, like agate and used to 

export timber.  

• Such beads peculiar to the 

Harappan workmanship have 

been found in the royal graves of 

M e s o p o t a m i a , i n d i c a t i n g 

Dholavira used to trade with the 

Mesopotamians.  
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• Its decline also coincided with 

the collapse of Mesopotamia, 

indicating the integration of 

economies.  

• Harappans, who were maritime 

people, lost a huge market, 

affecting the local mining, 

manufacturing, marketing and 

e x p o r t b u s i n e s s e s o n c e 

Mesopotamia fell.  

• Fr o m 2 0 0 0 B C , D h o l av i ra 

entered a phase of severe 

aridity due to climate change 

and rivers like Saraswati drying up.  

• Because of a drought-like situation, people started migrating toward the Ganges valley or towards 

south Gujarat and further 

beyond in Maharashtra.  

Other Harappan sites in 
Gujarat 

• B e f o r e D h o l a v i r a w a s 

e x c a v a t e d , L o t h a l , i n 

Saragwala village on the 

bank of Sabarmati in Dholka 

t a l u k a o f A h m e d a b a d 

d i s t r i c t , w a s t h e m o s t 

prominent site of IVC in 

Gujarat.  

• I t w a s e x c a v a t e d 

between 1955 and 1960 

and was discovered to be 

an important port city of 

the ancient civilisation, 

with structures made of 

mud bricks.  

• From a graveyard in 

L o t h a l , 2 1 h u m a n 

skeletons were found.  

• Besides Lothal, Rangpur 

on the bank of Bhadar 

river in Surendranagar 

district was the first 

Harappan site in the 

state to be excavated.  
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• Rojdi in Rajkot district, Prabhas near Veraval in Gir Somnath district, Lakhabaval in Jamnagar, and 

Deshalpar in Bhuj taluka of Kutch are among other Harappan sites in the state.  

• Dholavira site has remained free from encroachment in historical periods as well as in the modern 

era. 

• As per experts the UNESCO listing became possible because the site was found free from any kind of 

encroachment, a rarity in India. 
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6. International Relation  
6.1.Cutlass Express 2021 

• Indian Naval Ship Talwar is participating in Exercise Cutlass Express 2021, being conducted from 26 

July 2021 to 06 August 2021 along the East Coast of Africa. 

Cutlass Express 2021 

• The exercise is an annual maritime exercise conducted to promote national and regional maritime 

security in East Africa and the Western Indian Ocean. 

• The 2021 edition of the exercise involves participation of 12 Eastern African countries, US, UK, India 

and various international organisations like International Maritime Organisation (IMO), United 

Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), Interpol, EurEuropean Union Naval Forc 

(EUNAVFOR), Critical Maritime Routes Indian Ocean (CRIMARIO) and EUCAP Somalia. Indian 

Navy is participating in the exercise in a ‘trainer role’. 

The CRIMARIO Project 

• It was launched by the European Union(EU) in 2015. 

• The project aims to improve maritime security and safety in the wider Indian Ocean, with a 

particular focus on selected countries and archipelagos in East Africa 

 14
Available on App Store 

 and Play Store
www.sleepyclasses.com 

Call 6280133177 

http://T.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com


T.me/SleepyClasses

Current affairs Worksheet (27th - 28th July 2021) 

Factual sheet for Quick revision 
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