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Structure- 

• Introduction - Brief about UNSC and how it no longer represents the present the geopolitical order of the world. 

• Body - Points for why India should be given the permanent membership of the UNSC. 

• Conclusion - Frame a bigger picture than with or without permanent seat, India can still dominate the geopolitical 

order of the world. 

Answer- 

• UNSC is one of the six principal organs of the United Nations and is charged with the maintenance of 

International peace and security. Its powers include the establishment of peacekeeping operations, 

establishment of International sanctions, and the authorisation of military action through Security Council 

resolutions. 

• It is the only UN body with the authority to issue binding resolution to member states. Its membership includes 15 

member countries of which 5 - Russia, United Kingdom, France, China and United States are the permanent members 

of this commission and the rest 10 are elected on a regional basis for 2-year term. 

• However, in the recent past, UNSC seems to be loosing its glory and is slowing receding and fading away as a dying 

star in the following ways – 

1. Democracy Deficit - The permanent seat at UNSC represent non democratic representation with Asia being 

underrepresented and continents such as Africa, Latin America etc. not represented at all.  

2. Misuse of Veto power - Most of the times the veto powers in the hands of the permanent members are used to 

serve the strategic interests of themselves and their allies, for example Since 1990, the United States has cast a 

veto on Council resolutions 16 times, concerning Israeli-Palestinian relations. Russia has done so 17 times, 

including eight times over Syria.  

3. Global Misgovernance Issues - There is no unanimity on how to deal with the global issues like terrorism - as 

that in Syria, Afghanistan, Climate change - failure of Paris climate deal, cyber security and public health, and 

also at the same time there is no regulatory mechanism for global commons like present day Covid situation. 

• Current composition of the Security Council represent the post-World War II realities and is not in pace with the 

changing balance of power of the World, thus there is in need of certain reforms such as Equitable Representation 

,veto reforms and Categories of membership like permanent, semi-permanent, observer status as in the case of other 

Multilateral Organisations. 

• Amidst all these reforms India pitches a very strong voice and potential for the permanent seat at the UNSC due to 

the following reasons – 

1. Largest Democracy of the World - Being the largest democracy of the world, India should have the first say at 

the Highest democratic governing body of the world. India is the founding member of the UN and has always 

been an active participant in all the initiatives undertaken by the UN like MDG’s SDG’s and other UN summits.  

2. Largest Contributor to Peace Keeping missions - India since independence has become a leading contributor of 

troops to UN peacekeeping missions and today India has over 8000 peacekeepers which is more than twice that 

of P5 group.  

3. Economic Leverage - When it comes to Economics, India outweighs many developed nations of the world, as it 

is 3rd largest Nation when accounted for Purchasing Power Parity and 7th largest economy of the world when 

accounted according to GDP.  

4. India has the 3rd largest active armed forces along with Nuclear Weapons, India’s candidature is justified since 

India is already party to most of the Multilateral organisations such as Nuclear Weapons State, MTCR, 

Wassenaar Agreement etc. 

• Being elected as the permanent member to UNSC, India will invariably provide enormous powers, prestige and 

opportunities to India to work better for its interests, However at the same time the counter argument which arises is 

that Permanent seat in UNSC neither necessary nor only way for India to assert its ‘arrival’ on global centre-stage. 

o We have many examples around the world where Nations without being the permanent members of the 
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UNSC have emerged as the powerful, persuasive and progressive power that has made significant power for 

itself, biggest example being Israel - even though the number of UN resolutions condemning Israel are more 

than the total number of UN resolutions, against the rest of the world! 

o Germany contributes more to UN budget than Great Britain, France or Russia but then also it has been denied 

its rightful seat. However, this denial has not come in the way of Germany becoming the de facto powerhouse 

in the European Union and amongst the most stable, future-ready and influential countries in the globe, 

o India must manage, invoke and even circumvent the constraints of the prevailing situation by baking another 

cake, instead of seeking a slice in the existing one, where it has been perennially denied. India has to continue 

seeking its rightful place in any expanded United Nations Security Council without unnecessarily vesting all 

its hopes, plans and ambitions in the quest for a such a status, as the changed world offers examples like 

Germany, Japan and Israel who have stitched alternative arrangements that could be multilateral (European 

Union), bilateral (US-Israel), regional or creatively/ strategically relevant, e.g., ‘Quad’. A permanent seat in 

the United Nations Security Council is more significant from the perspective of sovereign pride, rather than 

any meaningful lever of national transformation. 
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