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1. Geography 
To watch the following questions on YouTube, click on the links given below 

• Video 1 

• Video 2 

• Video 3 

• Video 4 

1. Which of the following statements regarding laterite soils of India are correct?  

1. They are generally red in colour. 

2. They are rich in nitrogen and potash. 

3. They are well-developed in Rajasthan and UP. 

4. Tapioca and cashew nuts grow well on these soils.  

Select the correct answer using the codes given below:  

A. 1, 2 and 3 

B. 2, 3 and 4 

C. 1 and 4  

D. 2 and 3 only  

Answer: C 

Explanation  

• Laterite has been derived from the Latin word ‘later’ which means brick.  

• The laterite soil develops under tropical and subtropical climate (High temperature and Heavy 

Rainfall) with alternate wet and dry season.  

• This soil is the result of intense leaching due to heavy rain.  

• Lateritic soils are mostly deep to very deep, acidic (pH), generally deficient in plant nutrients and 

occur mostly in southern states, Western Ghats region of Maharashtra, Odisha, some parts of West 

Bengal and North-east regions.  

• Where these soils support deciduous and evergreen forests, it is humus rich, but under sparse 

vegetation and in semi-arid environment, it is generally humus poor.  

• They are prone to erosion and degradation due to their position on the landscape.  

• After adopting appropriate soil conservation techniques particularly in the hilly areas of Karnataka, 

Kerala and Tamil Nadu, this soil is very useful for growing tea and coffee.  

• Red laterite soils in Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh and Kerala are more suitable for crops like cashew 

nut.  
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• Laterite soil – building Material - Hardens like iron when exposed to air 

2. In the South Atlantic and South-Eastern Pacific regions in tropical latitudes, cyclone does not 

originate. What is the reason?  

A. Sea surface temperatures are low 

B. Inter-tropical Convergence Zone seldom occurs  

C. Coriolis force is too weak 

D. Absence of land in those regions  

Answer: A 

Explanation  

• Coriolis force is weak only in the region around 0-5 degrees North or South latitudes.  

• ITCZ formation is not essential to the formation of cyclones. 

• Landfall - Presence of land cuts off moisture from the cyclone  

• Why tropical cyclones don’t form in the eastern tropical oceans?  

✓The cold currents lower the surface temperatures of the eastern parts of the tropical oceans 

making them unfit for the breeding of cyclonic storms.  
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3. Which one of the following countries of South-West Asia does not open out to the Mediterranean 

Sea?  

A. Syria 

B. Jorda 

C. Lebanon  

D. Israel  

Answer: B 

Explanation 
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4. Consider the following pairs: River Flows into  

1. Mekong    :    Andaman Sea 

2. Thames    :     Irish Sea 

3. Volga         :     Caspian Sea  

4. Zambezi   :      Indian Ocean 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched?  

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 3 only 

C. 3 and 4 only 

D. 1, 2 and 4 only  

Answer: C 

Explanation 
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5. Westerlies in southern hemisphere are stronger and persistent than in northern hemisphere. Why?  

1. Southern hemisphere has less landmass as compared to northern hemisphere.  

2. Coriolis force is higher in southern hemisphere as compared to northern hemisphere  

Which of-the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: A 

Explanation 

• Coriolis force depends on latitude not on hemisphere  

• The westerlies are particularly strong, especially in the Southern Hemisphere, in areas where land is 

absent, because land amplifies the flow pattern, making the current more north-south oriented, 

slowing the westerlies.  
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6. Identify the members of Indian Ocean Commission :  

1. Comoros 

2. Madagascar 

3. Mauritius 

4. India 

5. Sri Lanka 

A. 1, 2 3 only 

B. 1, 2 ,4 and 5 only 

C. 1, 2,3 and 4 only  

D. 2, 3 and 5 only  

Answer: A 

Explanation  

• The IOC has five member countries. They are:  

✓Comoros 

✓Madagascar 

✓Mauritius 

✓Réunion (an overseas region of France)  

✓Seychelles 

• The IOC has seven observers. They are:  

✓India  

✓China  

✓Japan  

✓European Union  

✓Sovereign Order of Malta  

✓International Organisation of La Francophonie  

✓United Nations  

• India became an observer of the IOC in March 2020 
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• The Indian Ocean Commission is an intergovernmental organization that links African Indian Ocean 

nations.  

• The IOC was created in 1982 in Port-Louis, Mauritius, and institutionalised in 1984 by the Victoria 

Agreement (Seychelles).  

• It promotes peace and stability, maritime security, food security, environmental conservation, 

fisheries, climate change adaptation, the interests of island developing states, public health and 

cultural expression.  

Note 

• Indian Ocean Commission 

• Indian Ocean Conference 

• Indian Ocean Rim association  

7. Which of the following are matched correctly?  

1. Mukhtoshri Rice :   West Bengal  

2. Chak-Hao Rice      :   Assam 

3. Pokkali Rice             :  Kerala 

4. Bao-Dhan                 :   Manipur  

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 1 and 3 only  

C. 2, 3 and 4 only  

D. 1, 2, 3 and 4  

Answer: B 

8. What is the correct sequence of occurrence of the following cities in South-East Asia as one 

proceeds from south to north? (2014)  

1. Bangkok 

2. Hanoi 

3. Jakarta 

4. Singapore 

Select the correct answer using the code given below.  

A. 4-2-1-3  

B. 3-2-4-1  

C. 3-4-1-2  
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D. 4-3-2-1  

Answer: C 

Explanation 

9. Micronesia is 

A. The lower extension of Arkan mountains in South-East Asia.  

B. The extension of West Asian Peninsular plateau. 

C. A sub-region of Oceania in Western Pacific Ocean. 

D. The northern region of Russia extending into Arctic Ocean.  

Answer: C 

Explanation  
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10.Which of the following are matched correctly? 

1. Dzukou Valley : Disputed between Tripura and Nagaland  

2. Kabar Tal Wetland : Bihar’s first Ramsar Wetland 

3. Katchall Islands : Nicobar Islands 

4. Ramagundam : India’s largest floating solar power Plant  

A. 1, 2 and 3 only 

B. 2, 3 and 4 only  

C. 1 and 4 only  

D. 1, 2, 3 and 4  

Answer: B 

Explanation 
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11.The "doldrums" is a popular nautical term that refers to the belt around the Earth near the equator 

where sailing ships sometimes get stuck on windless waters. Identify the correct statements in 

context with the same.  

1. It is a belt around the Earth extending approximately five degrees north and south of the equator.  

2. Here, the prevailing trade winds of the northern hemisphere blow to the southwest and collide 

with the southern hemisphere’s wind blowing towards the northwest.  

A. Only 1  

B. Only 2  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation   

• Known to sailors around the world as the doldrums, the Inter- Tropical Convergence Zone, (ITCZ, 

pronounced and sometimes referred to as the “itch”), is a belt around the Earth extending 

approximately five degrees north and south of the equator.  

• Here, the prevailing trade winds of the northern hemisphere blow to the southwest and collide with 

the southern hemisphere’s wind blowing towards the northwest 
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• Because the air circulates in an upward direction, there is often little surface wind in the ITCZ.  

• That is why sailors well know that the area can becalm sailing ships for weeks. And that’s why they call 

it the doldrums..  

12.Which of the following are matched incorrectly?  

1. The Falcon Capital :   Nagaland 

2. The Orchid State :    Arunachal Pradesh  

3. The Land of the Hill People : Mizoram  

A. Only 1 

B. Only 2 

C. Only 3 

D. None of the above  

Answer: D 

13.Which of the following statements correctly define the process of ‘Degassing’?  

A. The outpouring of gases in atmosphere from interior of earth.  

B. Expulsion of CO2 by plants in the air. 

C. Absorption of atmospheric gases by the Ocean 

D. Evaporation of Water from ocean surface.  

Answer: A 

Explanation  

• Degassing is the liberation of gases from within a planet, and it may occur directly during volcanism or 

indirectly by the weathering of igneous rocks on a planetary surface. 

• For the Earth, volcanism appears to be most important both in terms of current degassing rates and 

calculated past rates.  

(NCERT - Evolution of Atmosphere of Earth) 

• There are three stages in the evolution of the present atmosphere. 

✓The first stage is marked by the loss of primordial atmosphere. 

✓In the second stage, the hot interior of the earth contributed to the evolution of the atmosphere. - 

Degassing 

✓Finally, the composition of the atmosphere was modified by the living world through the process of 

photosynthesis 

• Loss of Primordial atmosphere ( Earth +Terrestrial Planets)  
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• Degassing  

• Cooling +Condensation ( Water Vapour + Rainfall)  

• Carbon dioxide started getting dissolved in Rainwater  

• Water in Depressions – Oceans  

• Formation of Life ( Photosynthesis)  

• Byproduct ( Photosynthesis) - Oxygen  

• Oceans began to have the contribution of oxygen through the process of photosynthesis.  

• Eventually, oceans were saturated with oxygen, and 2,000 million years ago, oxygen began to flood 

the atmosphere.  

14.Consider the following pairs: 

    Place of Pilgrimage - Location 

1. Srisailam - Nallamala Hills  

2. Omakareshwar - Satmala Hills  

3. Pushkar - Mahadeo Hills 

Which of the above pairs is/are correctly matched:  

A. 1 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3  

Answer: A 

Explanation  
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15.Which of the following are matched correctly? 

1. Strait of Bosphorus : Black Sea and Sea of Marmara  

2. Kerch Strait: Sea of Marmara and Agean Sea 

3. Dardenelles Strait: Black Sea and Sea of Azov 

A. Only 1 

B. Only 2 

C. Only 3 

D. All of the above  

Answer: A 

Explanation  

‘Sea Snot’ outbreak in Turkey 
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16.Identify the option that associated with “Decade Volcanoes “ :  

1. These are the volcanoes which are being as being of worthy of particular study in light of their 

history of large ,destructive eruptions and proximity to densely populated areas . 

2. They are named Decade Volcanoes because the project was initiated in the 1990s as part of the 

United Nations–sponsored International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction. 

A. Only 1 

B. Only 2 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• The Decade Volcanoes are 16 volcanoes identified by the International Association of Volcanology 

and Chemistry of the Earth's Interior (IAVCEI) as being worthy of particular study in light of their 

history of large, destructive eruptions and proximity to densely populated areas.  

• They are named Decade Volcanoes because the project was initiated in the 1990s as part of the 

United Nations–sponsored International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction.  

• A volcano may be designated a Decade Volcano if it exhibits more than one volcanic hazard (people 

living near the Decade Volcanoes may experience tephra fall, pyroclastic flows, lava flows, lahars, 

volcanic edifice instability and lava dome collapse); shows recent geological activity; is located in a 

densely populated area (eruptions at any of the Decade Volcanoes may threaten tens or hundreds of 

thousands of people, and therefore mitigating eruption hazards at these volcanoes is crucial); is 

politically and physically accessible for study; and there is local support for the work.  

17.Which of the following is geographically closest to Great Nicobar ? 

A. Sumatra  

B. Borneo  

C. Java 

D. Sri Lanka  

Answer: A 

Explanation 
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Additional Info

• The eastern half of the island is the major land mass of the 
independent state of Papua New Guinea. 

• The western half, known as Western New Guinea or West 
Papua,forms a part of Indonesia and is organized as the 
provinces of Papua and West Papua. 
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Timor 

• The island is divided between the sovereign states of East Timor on the eastern part and Indonesia on 

the western part. 
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18.Arrange the national parks from North to South: 

1. Shivpuri National Park 

2. Tadoba National Park 

3. Dudhwa National Park 

4. Silent Valley National Park  

A. 1, 2, 3, 4  

B. 3, 1, 2, 4  

C. 2, 3, 1, 4  

D. 4, 3, 2, 1  

Answer: B 

Explanation 
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19.Recently , Salda Lake has been called ‘Mars on Earth’. It is located in :  

A. Turkey  

B. Israel  

C. Iran 

D.  Iraq  

Answer: A 

Explanation  

• Lake Salda is a mid-size crater lake.  

• NASA says the minerals and rock deposits at Salda are the nearest match on earth to those around 

the Jezero Crater - Mars - where the spacecraft landed and which is believed to have once been 

flooded with water.  
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20.Which of the following is matched incorrectly? 

1. Mount Nyirangongo : Democratic Republic of Congo  

2. Mount Merapi : Indonesia 

3. Taal Volcano :Philippines 

A. Only 1 

B. Only 2 

C. Only 3 

D. None of the above  

Answer: D 

Explanation  

Decade Volcano 
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2. History  
To watch the following questions on YouTube, click on the links given below 

• Video 1 

• Video 2 

1. Assertion (A) : According to Ashoka’s edict social harmony among the people was more important 

than religious devotion. (1998)  

     Reason (R) : He spread ideas of equity instead of promotion of religion.  

     Select the correct option - 

A. Both A and R are true but R is the correct explanation of A.  

B. Both A and R are true but R is not a correct explanation of A.  

C. A is true but R is false. 

D. A is false but R is true.  

Answer: A 

Explanation  

• Ashok’s edict put stress on social harmony among the people by spreading ideas of equity instead of 

promotion of religion.  

• Most of the inscriptions are about dhamma (Prakrit form of dharma, literally means the universal law 

or righteousness or social and religious order).  

• Ashoka’s dhamma emphasised non-violence, mutual respect and understanding between people of 

different sects and beliefs.  

• It included the state’s concern for the welfare of its people.  

• The basic attributes of dhamma included compassion, charity, truthfulness, purity and gentleness.  

• He asked the people to extend respect, consideration, compassion and tolerance towards slaves and 

servants,  

✓obedience to parents, 

✓generosity towards friends and relatives, 

✓regard and donations to Brahmanas and Shramanas,  

✓A concern for all living beings and to abstain oneself from destroying life.  
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2. Which of the following are correctly matched - (1998)  

1. Lothal : Ancient Dockyard 

2. Sarnath : First Sermon of Buddha 

3. Rajgir : Lion Capital of Ashok  

4. Nalanda : Great seat of Buddhist Learning.  

Choose the correct statement - 

A. All of the above 

B. 3 and 4  

C. 1, 2 and 4 

D. 1 and 2  

Answer: C 

Explanation  

• Lion Capital of Ashoka is in Sarnath.  

3. Which one of the following ancient records is the earliest royal order to preserve food grains to be 

utilised during the crises in the country ? (1998)  

    Select the correct answer - 

A. Sohgaura Copper Plate 

B. Rummindei Pillar - Edict of Ashoka 

C. Prayaga-prasasti 

D. Mehrauli Pillar inscription of Chandra  

Answer: A 

Explanation  

Sohguara Cooper Plate  

• The earliest known copper plate called Sohgaura is a Mauryan record that mentions famine relief 

efforts and is one of the very few pre- Ashokan Brahmi inscription in India.  

Rummindie Pillar  

• Lumbini Pillar Edict in Nepal is known as the Rummindei Pillar Inscription.  

• Ashoka travelled to the Buddha’s birthplace and personally made offerings.  

• He then had a stone pillar set up and reduced the taxes of the people in that area.  

Prayaga Prasasti  

• The The Allahabad pillar containing one of the Pillars edicts of Ashoka,  
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• It is particularly notable for containing later inscriptions attributed to the Gupta emperor 

Samudragupta with extensive military conquest as under his rule he expanded the dynasty's political 

power.  

• Also engraved on the stone are inscriptions by the Mughal emperor Jahangir, from the 17th century.  

Mehrauli Pillar Inscription  

• Famous Mehrauli iron pillar inscription describes the conquest of one of the most famous kings of the 

Gupta dynasty i.e Chandragupta II.  

• The pillar is famous for the rub-resistant composition of the metals that have been used in the 

construction.  

• It is believed that the pillar was erected perhaps outside the Udayagiri caves and was later moved to 

its current location in the Qutub complex at Mehrauli under the Delhi sultanate.  

4. The concept of Eight fold path forms the theme of - Select the correct answer using the code below -  

A. Vajrapani Dipavamsa 

B. Divyavandana 

C. Mahaparinirbban 

D. Dharam Chakra Pravartana Sutta  

Answer: D 

Explanation  

• The Noble Eight Fold path, is one of the principle teaching of Buddha, who described it as the way 

leading to the cessation of suffering (Dukkha) and attainment of self awakening.  

• In Buddhist symbolism, the Nobel eight fold path is often represented by means of the Dharma wheel 

(Dharamchakra), whose eight spokes represent the eight elements of path.  

• Eight fold path includes right understanding, right speech, right livelihood, right mindfulness, right 

thought, right action, right effort and right concentration.  

• Dipvamasa - The Dīpavaṃsa “(Chronicle of the Island") is the oldest historical record of Sri Lanka.  

• The chronicle is believed to be compiled around the 3rd to 4th century CE.  

• Together with the Mahavamsa, it is the source of many accounts of ancient history of Sri Lanka and 

India.  

• Its importance resides not only as a source of history and legend, but also as an important early work 

in Buddhist and Pali literature.  

Divyadana - 

• It is a Sanskrit anthology of Buddhist avadana tales, many originating in Mūlasarvāstivādin vinaya 

texts.  
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• (Avadāna] is the name given to a type of 

Buddhist literature correlating past lives' 

virtuous deeds to subsequent lives' 

events.may be dated to 2nd century CE.)  

• The stories themselves are therefore quite 

ancient and may be among the first Buddhist 

texts ever committed to writing,  

• Typically, the stories involve the Buddha 

explaining to a group of disciples how a 

particular individual, through actions in a previous life, came to have a particular karmic result in the 

present. A predominant theme is the vast merit (puṇya) accrued from making offerings to enlightened 

beings or at stupas and other holy sites related to the Buddha.  

5. Which of the following ports handled the North Indian trade during the Gupta Period ? Select the 

correct option -  

A. Tamralipti 

B. Broach 

C. Kalyan  

D. Cambay  

Answer: A 

Explanation  
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• Gupta Empire had robust international and internal trade despite fall in Roman trade.  

• Riverine trade was also conducted through Ganges, Brahmaputra, Narmada, Krishna etc.  

• The important ports included Tamralipti, Braoch, Kalyan, and Cambay. Broach (Bharuch). The main 

items of trade included spices, pearls, gold, horses etc.  

• Tamralipti port handled the north Indian trade during the Gupta period.  

• It is believed that Tamralipti was the exit point of the Mauryan trade route for the south and south-

east. It was located near Rupnarayana river. 
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6. The practice of military governorship was first introduced in India by the - (2000) Choose the correct 

statement - 

A. Greeks 

B. Shakas  

C. Parithans  

D. Mughals  

Answer: A 

Explanation  

• Greeks first introduced military governorship in India.  

• They appointed their Governors called strategos.  

7. In ancient Indian Buddhist monasteries, a ceremony called Pavarana used to be held, it was the - 

(2002)  

     Select the correct answer -  

A. Occasion to elect the Sanghparinayaka and two speakers one on Dhamma and the other on Vinaya  

B. Confessions of monks for their offences committed during their stay in the monasteries during the 

rainy season.  

C. Ceremony of initiation of new person into the Buddhist Sanhga in which the head is shaped when 

yellow robes are offered.  

D. Gathering of Buddhist monks on the next day to the full moon day of Ashadha when they tae up a 

fixed abode for the next four months of the rainy season.  

Answer: B 

Explanation  

Pavarana  

• It is a Buddhist Holy day celebrated on the full moon day of the eleventh lunar month.  

• It marks the end of the month of Vassa, sometimes called “Buddhist Lent”  

• This day marks the end of the rainy season in some Asian countries like Thailand, where Theravada 

Buddhism is practiced.  

• On this day, each monk must come before the community of monks and atone for an offence he may 

have committed during the Vassa.  
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8. The ancient Indian play Mudrarakshasha of Vishakadutt has its subject on - (2002)  

    Select the correct answer using the code below - 

A. A conflict between Gods and Demons . 

B. A romantic story of an Aryan Prince and a tribal women.  

C. The story of Power struggle between the two Aryans. 

D. The court intrigues at the time of Chandragupta.  

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• The Mudrarakshasha (“The Signet of the Minister”).  

• A historical play in Sanskrit by Vishakhadatta (4th century CE) narrates the ascent of the King 

Chandragupta Maurya to power in North India.  

9. Mrichachhhakatika an ancient Indian book written by Sudraka deals with -  

    Select the correct answer using the code below -  

A. The love affair of a rich merchant with the daughter of a courtesan.  

B. The victory of Chandragupta II over the Shaka Kshatrapas of western India.  

C. The military expeditions and exploits of Samudragupta.  

D. The love affairs between a Gupta King and a princess of Kumarupa.  

Answer: A 

Explanation  

Mrichchhakatika (The Clay Court)  

• It is a Sanskrit play written by Shudraka in 2nd cen BCE.  

• It is about a young man named Charudutta (a rich merchant) and his love for Vasantsena, a courtesan.  

10.Which one of the following dynasties was ruling over North India at the time of Alexander’s 

Invasion- 

    Select the correct answer using the code below - 

A. Nanda 

B. Maurya 

C. Sunga  

D. Kanva  
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3. Polity  & Governance  
To watch the following questions on YouTube, click on the links given below 

• Video 1 

• Video 2 

• Video 3 

• Video 4 

• Video 5 

1. Which of the following is correct about the Union Territory of Lakshadweep? 

1.  Its administration is governed by Article 239 of the Indian Constitution.  

2. The UT comes under the jurisdiction of Kerala High Court.  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: C 

Explanation  

• When the Constitution of India was adopted in 1949, the Indian federation was divided into Part A, B, 

C and D states.  

• After the States Reorganisation Act of 1956, Part C and Part D states were combined into a single 

category of 'Union Territory'. The concept of the UT was added by the Constitution (Seventh 

Amendment) Act, 1956.  

• Article 239 of the Indian Constitution deals with administration of UTs in India. The Constitution 

provides that save as otherwise provided by Parliament by law, every Union territory shall be 

administered by the President acting, to such extent as he thinks fit, through an administrator to be 

appointed by him with such designation as he may specify.  

• The UT of Lakshadweep comes under the jurisdiction of Kerala High Court.  

2. The doctrine of ‘severability’ advocated in connection with the judicial review means which of the 

following?  

A. The Supreme court can substitute new provisions for the objectionable portions of law to make it 

conform to the provisions of the constitution  

B. The Supreme court has to declare the entire law as void even if some portions of law contravene  
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C. The Supreme Court can declare only such portion of law as void which is inconsistent with the 

provisions of the constitution  

D. None of the above  

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• This is a doctrine that protects the fundamental rights enshrined in the Constitution. It is mentioned 

in Article 13, according to which all laws that were enforced in India before the commencement of the 

Constitution, inconsistent with the provisions of fundamental rights shall to the extent of that 

inconsistency be void.  

• The doctrine of severability was discussed at length in the case of R.M.D.C v. the State of Bombay, and 

the court laid down the following principles.  

• In order to find out whether the valid part of the statute can be separated from the invalid part, the 

intention of the legislature is the determining factor.  

• In cases where the valid and invalid parts are separable but both of them were intended to be part of 

the same scheme, then the whole scheme will be invalid.  

3. Which of the following statements are correct? 

1. National Disaster Management Authority is a statutory body. 

2. National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) is chaired by Home Minister. 

3. The National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) is an Indian specialized force to tackle disasters 

under NDMA.  

A. 1 only 

B. 1 and 3 only 

C. 2 and 3 only  

D. All of the above  

Answer: B 

Explanation  

• National Disaster Management Authority, abbreviated as NDMA, is an apex Body of Government of 

India, with a mandate to lay down policies for disaster management.  

• NDMA was established through the Disaster Management Act enacted by the Government of India 

on 23 December 2005. NDMA is responsible for framing policies, laying down guidelines and best-

practices for coordinating with the State Disaster Management Authorities (SDMAs) to ensure a 

holistic and distributed approach to disaster management.  

• The Prime Minister is the ex-officio chairperson of the NDMA. The Cabinet Minister is the Vice-

Chairman. The NDMA Secretariat, headed by a Secretary, is responsible for providing secretarial 

support and continuity.  
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• The National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) is an Indian specialized force constituted "for the 

purpose of special response to a threatening disaster situation or disaster" under the Disaster 

Management Act, 2005. It is under the National Disaster Management Authority.  

4. Consider the following statements regarding Uniform Civil Code and mark the correct ones? 

1. It is a directive principle of state policy given under article 45 of the Indian Constitution.  

2. It is a Gandhian Directive Principle. 

3. UCC refers to the body of laws providing standardization in personal and criminal matters. 

A. 1 only 

B. 1 and 2 only 

C. 1 and 3 only  

D. None of the above  

Answer: D 

Explanation  

• Article 44 corresponds with Directive Principles of State Policy stating that State shall endeavor to 

provide for its citizens a uniform civil code (UCC) throughout the territory of India.  

• Gandhi gave religion prime importance even in public place and espoused principles of tolerance. The 

DPSP regarding UCC is a liberal rather than Gandhian principle.  

• In criminal matters, uniform laws are already applicable in India. UCC implies applying uniform laws in 

personal and civil matters which are still governed by personal laws to a great extent- such as those 

pertaining to marriage, divorce, adoption, property and inheritance etc.  

5. Which of the following are correct about the selection process of the CBI Director? 

1. The CBI Director is appointed by a process regulated by DSPE Act as amended by the Lokpal and 

Lokyuktas Act.  

2. The CBI Director is selected by a panel consisting of the Prime Minister, Leader of Opposition and 

CJI. 

3. The CBI director as an assured tenure of 2 years  

A. 1 and 2 only  

B. 1 and 3 only  

C. 2 and 3 only  

D. All of the above 

Answer: D 
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Explanation 

• The CBI is headed by a Director, an IPS officer with a rank of Director General of Police. The director 

was initially selected by a high-profile committee constituted under section 4A of the Delhi Special 

Police Establishment (DSPE) Act, 1946. The Director of CBI has been provided security of two-year 

tenure in office by the CVC Act, 2003.  

• The Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act (2013) amended the Delhi Special Police Establishment Act (1946) 

and made the following changes with respect to appointment of the Director of CBI. The Central 

Government shall appoint the Director of CBI on the recommendation of a three-member committee 

consisting of the Prime Minister as Chairperson, the Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha and the 

Chief Justice of India or Judge of the Supreme Court nominated by him.  

6. The Chief Minister of a State in India is NOT eligible to vote in the Presidential election if:  

A. he himself is a candidate  

B. he is yet to prove his majority on the floor of the Lower House of the State legislature  

C. he is a member of the Upper House of the State Legislature  

D. he is a caretaker Chief Minister  

Answer: C 

Explanation  

• The President of India is elected by a method of proportional representation by single transferable  

• vote by members of electoral college consisting of:  

✓the elected members of both the Houses of Parliament; 

✓the elected members of the legislative assemblies of the states; and 

✓the elected members of the legislative assemblies of the Union Territories of Delhi and Puducherry.  

• Thus, the nominated members of both of Houses of Parliament, the nominated members of the state 

legislative assemblies, the members (both elected and nominated) of the state legislative councils (in 

case of the bicameral legislature) and the nominated members of the Legislative Assemblies of Delhi 

and Puducherry do not participate in the election of the President.  

7. Which of the following electoral systems have been adopted for various elections in India? 

1. System of direct election on the basis of adult suffrage  

2. System of proportional representation by means of the single transferable vote 

3. List system of proportional representation 

4. Cumulative system of indirect elections  

A. 1 and 2 only  

B. 1 and 3 only  
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C. 1, 2 and 3 only 

D.  2, 3 and 4  

Answer: A 

Explanation  

• The electoral systems prevalent in India include:  

✓First Past the Post System (direct election on the basis of adult suffrage) for members of Lok Sabha, 

Legislative Assemblies and local bodies.  

✓System of proportional representation by means of the single transferable vote is followed in India 

for the or the election of President, Vice President, and for the election to the Rajya Sabha and 

Vidhan Parishads.  

✓On the other hand List system of proportional representation (followed in Israel and Netherlands) 

and Cumulative system of indirect elections (certain states of USA) are systems where voters 

exercise their preference for a party or allow multiple winners.  

✓These however are not practiced in India anywhere.  

8. The Indian parliamentary system is different from the British parliamentary system in that India has:  

A. both a real and a nominal executive  

B. a system of collective responsibility  

C. Bi-cameral legislature 

D. the system of judicial review  

Answer: A 

Explanation  

• When one talks of Judicial Review in the context of Constitutional Law, one would think that a 

necessary ingredient is a Written Constitution. However, it is valid even when there is no written 

Constitution as is the case with Britain.  

• Even though as A.V. Dicey remarks, Parliamentary Sovereignty has been the norm in Britain, there 

have been changes over the years which have led to the ingraining of judicial review which allow the 

the questioning of exercise of power.  

• However due to the existence of Parliamentary sovereignty, English law does not permit judicial 

review of primary legislation (laws passed by Parliament). This limits judicial review in English law to 

the decisions of officials and public bodies, and secondary (delegated) legislation.  

• On July 31, 2020, during the pandemic, the UK government constituted a panel of legal and academic 

experts to examine the scope of judicial review. This was in consequence to the R (on the application 

of Miller) v. The Prime Minister, the UK Supreme Court was called to determine whether it could 

adjudicate and, if so, declare as unlawful the advice given by the Prime Minister to the Queen for 

Parliament to be prorogued.  
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9. In the Constitution of India, promotion of international peace and security is included in the:  

A. Preamble to the Constitution  

B. Directive Principles of State Policy 

C. Fundamental Duties 

D. Ninth Schedule  

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• DPSPs set out certain goals and vision to be followed by the Indian State. Article 51 of Chapter IV 

aims to promote international peace and security and maintain just and honourable relations 

between nations; to foster respect for international law and treaty obligations, and to encourage 

settlement of international disputes by arbitration. 

10.Consider the following statements: 

1. The President shall make rules for the more convenient transaction of the business of the 

Government of India, and for the allocation among Ministers of the said business. 

2. All executive actions of the Government of India shall be expressed to be taken in the name of the 

Prime Minister. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2 

D.  Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: A 

Explanation  

• India is a Parliamentary system with two separate nominal (President) and real (PM) executive. As 

President is the nominal executive and the Head of the State, all executive actions of the Government 

of India shall be expressed to be taken in the name of the President and not Prime Minister. This is 

why the second statement is incorrect.  

• The President can make rules specifying the manner in which the orders and other instruments made 

and executed in his/her name shall be authenticated. Further, he/she can make rules for more 

convenient transaction of business of the Union government, and for allocation of the said business 

among the ministers.  
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11.Among various key words mentioned in Preamble, Fraternity which means sense of brotherhood, 

holds special importance. Which of the following constitutional provisions promotes fraternity 

among citizens of India?  

1. Single Citizenship 

2. Fundamental Duties 

3. Fundamental Rights 

4. Directive Principles of State Policy  

A. 1 only 

B. 1 and 2 only  

C. 1, 2 and 4 only  

D. All of the above  

Answer: D 

Explanation  

• Fraternity in the sense of brotherhood follows not merely a top-down (Single citizenship and duties) 

but also a bottom-up (FRs and DPSPs) approach.  

• While single citizenship and FDs imbibe within citizens the idea that they belong to one country and 

are obligated to collectively work for its welfare, thereby promoting a sense of brotherhood/

fraternity;  

• Fundamental rights and DPSPs by promoting both civil and socio-economic democracy seek to serve 

this end.  

• For eg. despite the idea of single citizenship and FDs, if individuals were divided and discriminated 

due to the lack of abolition of untouchability or freedom of religion, the fraternity sought to be 

created by the State would be an entirely superficial and not organic one.  

• Similarly, DPSPs by trying to create a just and egalitarian society, remove hierarchy, thereby serving 

the purpose of fraternity.  

12.Article 1 of the constitution classifies territory of India into three categories. Taking this into 

consideration, what do you understand by one of the classification/category- ‘Union of India’? 

A. It includes all states/ UTs or any other territory which Government of India might be holding at that 

point  

B. It includes all states and UTs of India 

C. It only includes States of India 

D. It is not a territorial expression at all 

Answer: C  

Explanation  
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Article 3 

• The territory of India shall comprise— 

✓the territories of the States; 

✓the Union territories specified in the First Schedule 

✓such other territories as may be acquired. Union of India comprises only the states  

• Territory of India includes states, UTs and territories that may be acquired by the Government of 

India at any future time.  

13.Which of the following provision/s are common for both martial law and National emergency? 

1. They can both be imposed on some specific area of the country 

2. Both are mentioned in constitution of India i.e. have specific provisions dedicated to them 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: A 

Explanation  

• Martial Law does not have any specific provision related to it in the constitution of India.  

• Article 34 states, Parliament may by law indemnify any person in the service of the Union or of a State 

or any other person in respect of any act done by him in connection with the maintenance or 

restoration of order in any area within the territory of India where martial law was in force or validate 

any sentence passed, punishment inflicted, forfeiture ordered or other act done under martial law in 

such area  

• Martial law has never been imposed in India, post-independence till date.  

14.Which of these cases had judgments pertaining to the Preamble as a part of the Constitution? 

1. Berubari Union case 

2. Kesavananda Bharti case 

3. LIC of India case  

A. 1 and 2 only  

B. 2 only 

C. 2 and 3 only 

D. All of the above  
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Answer: D 

Explanation  

• In Berubari Case (1960), Supreme Court had held that Preamble is NOT a part of the constitution  

• But later in Kesavanada Bharati Case (1973), the Supreme Court gave an elaborate verdict which 

inter alia said that Preamble is Part of Constitution and is subject to the amending power of the 

parliament as any other provisions of the Constitution, provided the basic structure of the 

constitution is not destroyed.  

• The Kesavananda Bharti position was upheld in the LIC of India case.  

15.Identify the correct statement(s) about Speaker 

1. When a resolution for the removal of the Speaker is under consideration of the House, he cannot 

be present in the House 

2. He can vote on the issue of his removal 

3. He cannot vote when he is Presiding over the House 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. All of the above  

Answer: B 

Explanation  

• When a resolution for the removal of the Speaker is under consideration of the House, he cannot 

preside at the sitting of the House, though he may be present.  

• He can speak and take part in the proceedings of the House at such a time and vote in the first 

instance, though not in the case of an equality of votes.  

• In regular matters, he does not vote in the first instance. But he can exercise a casting vote in the case 

of a tie.  

• In other words, only when the House is divided equally on any question, the Speaker is entitled to 

vote. Such vote is called casting vote, and its purpose is to resolve a deadlock.  

www.sleepyclasses.com 

Call 6280133177
Available on App store 

 and Play Store  41

http://T.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com


T.me/SleepyClasses

16.SAGE project recently heard in news is related to which of the following?  

A. Tourism  

B. Namami Gange 

C. Old age Scheme 

D.  Vehicle policy  

Answer: C 

Explanation  

• Social Justice and Empowerment Minister, launched Senior care Ageing Growth Engine or SAGE 

project on June 4, 2021. SAGE project was launched to select, support and create “one-stop access” of 

elderly care products and services provided by credible start-ups.  

• The project was formulated following the recommendations of empowered expert committee report 

on start-ups for elderly. Once the project is launched, start-ups can apply to be a part of it through 

dedicated portal. This dedicated portal will also be launched along with the scheme  

• Start-ups will be selected based on their innovative products and services, which they can provide 

across sectors like housing, health and care centres. They will also be selected based on technological 

access linked to finances, food stamp; wealth management besides legal guidance.  

17.Which of the following statements are correct about the Model Tenancy Act 2021? 

1. Rental housing is regulated by states as land, land improvement, and control of rents falls under 

the State List of the Constitution.  

2. The Model Act makes it mandatory for both the tenant and the landlord to submit their Aadhaar 

numbers to register agreement. 

3. The Model Act creates a three-tier quasi-judicial dispute adjudication mechanism with no civil 

court having jurisdiction over matters pertaining to provisions under the Model Act.  

A. 1 only 

B. 1 and 2 only  

C. 2 and 3 only  

D. All of the above  

Answer: D 

Explanation  

• Rental housing is regulated by states as land, land improvement, and control of rents falls under the 

State List of the Constitution. Reforms in tenancy laws were first recommended at the central level 

under the Jawaharlal Nehru Urban Renewal Mission (JNNURM) in 2005.  
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• The Model Act 2021 states that to rent any premises, a written agreement must be signed between 

the landlord and the tenant. The agreement must specify: (i) the rent payable, (ii) the time period for 

the tenancy, (iii) terms and period for revision of rent, (iv) the security deposit to be paid in advance, 

(v) reasonable causes for entry of landlord into the premises, and (vi) responsibilities to maintain 

premises.  

• The Model Act requires all landlord and tenants to intimate the Rent Authority about a rental 

agreement within two months from the date of agreement. Information about the agreement must be 

given with a form specified in a Schedule to the Act. The prescribed form requires both the tenant and 

the landlord to submit their Aadhaar numbers and attach self-attested copies of the card with the 

form.  

• The Model Act proposes to establish a three-tier quasi-judicial mechanism for adjudication of 

disputes. No civil court will have jurisdiction over matters pertaining to provisions under the Model 

Act.  
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18.Which of the following statements are correct about the Performance Grading Index? 

1. NITI Aayog has introduced the Performance Grading Index with a set of 70 parameters to 

catalyse transformational change in the field of school education.  

2. The PGI for States and Union Territories was first published in 2019 with reference year 2017-18 

and helps the States/UTs to pinpoint the gaps and accordingly prioritise areas for intervention.  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: B 

Explanation  

• The Performance Grading Index (PGI) is a tool to provide insights on the status of school education in 

States and UTs including key levers that drive their performance and critical areas for improvement. 

Department of School Education and Literacy (DoSEL), under MHRD has designed the PGI to catalyse 

transformational change in the field of school education.  

• The PGI for States and Union Territories was first published in 2019 with reference year 2017-18. 

The PGI : States/UTs for 2019-20 is the third publication in this series. The PGI exercise envisages 

that the index would propel States and UTs towards undertaking multi-pronged interventions that 

will that will bring about the much-desired optimal education outcomes.  

• The PGI helps the States/UTs to pinpoint the gaps and accordingly prioritise areas for intervention to 

ensure that the school education system is robust at every level. Punjab, Chandigarh, Tamil Nadu, 

Andaman & Nicobar Islands and Kerala occupy the highest grade (Grade A++) for 2019-20.  

19.Which of the following statements are incorrect about an election petition? 

1. An election petition is to be filed with the High Court of the state of concerned constituency 

within 45 days of the date of election result. 

2. An election petition can be filed by a candidate or any elector across India. 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: B 

Explanation 
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• Section 81 of the Representation of the People Act 1951 states that an election petition calling in 

question any election may be presented to the High Court of concerned constituency’s state within 

forty-five days from, but not earlier than the date of election of the returned candidate or if there are 

more than one returned candidate at the election and dates of their election are different, the later of 

those two dates. 

• The petition may be filed by a candidate or “elector” means a person who was entitled to vote at the 

election to which the election petition relates, whether he has voted at such election or not. 

20.Which one of the following is correct for intermediary status in the Information Technology 

(Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules 2021? 

1. Intermediaries are entities that store or transmit data on behalf of other persons and include 

social media and online news platforms only.  

2. As per the central government, significant social media intermediaries are those with users above 

50 lakh and they require appointment of a chief compliance officer, resident grievance officer and 

monthly compliance report. 

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: B 

Explanation  

• The Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021 

were notified on February 25, 2021. The Rules have been notified under the Information Technology 

Act, 2000.  

• As per the IT Rules 2021, Intermediaries are entities that store or transmit data on behalf of other 

persons. Intermediaries include internet or telecom service providers, online marketplaces, and social 

media platforms. The due diligence to be observed by intermediaries includes: (i) informing users 

about rules and regulations, privacy policy, and terms and conditions for usage of its services, (ii) 

blocking access to unlawful information within 36 hours upon an order from the Court, or the 

government, and (iii) retaining information collected for the registration of a user for 180 days after 

cancellation or withdrawal of registration.  

• A social media intermediary with registered users in India above a threshold (50 lakh as per the 

central govt.) will be classified as Significant Social Media Intermediaries. Additional due diligence to 

be observed by these intermediaries include: (i) appointing a chief compliance officer to ensure 

compliance with the IT Act and the Rules, (ii) appointing a grievance officer residing in India, and (iii) 

publishing a monthly compliance report.  
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21.Which one of the following Schedules of the Constitution of India contains provisions regarding 

anti-defection ? (2014) 

A. Second Schedule  

B. Fifth Schedule  

C. Eighth Schedule 

D. Tenth Schedule  

Answer: D 

Explanation  

Type- Factual Question  

Difficulty level- Easy  

• The 10th schedule of the Indian Constitution contains provisions concerning disqualification of 

Members of Parliament and State Legislatures on grounds of defection.  

• This Schedule was added by the 52nd Amendment in 1985, and is called the anti-defection law.  

• This law was enacted to address the perceived problem of instability caused by democratically 

elected legislators in India's Parliamentary System of Government shifting allegiance from the parties 

they supported at the time of election, or disobeying their parties' decisions at critical times such as 

during voting on an important resolution.  

22.The main advantage of the parliamentary form of governments is that (2017)  

A. The executive and legislature work independently 

B.  Tt provides continuity of policy and is more efficient  

C. The executive remains responsible to the legislature  

D. The head of the government cannot be changed without election  

Answer: C 

Explanation  

Type- Conceptual Question  

Difficulty level- Medium  

• The Constitution of India provides Parliamentary form of government both at the Centre (Articles 74 

and 75) and at the state level (Articles 163 and 164).  

• The primary difference between Parliamentary and Presidential forms of government depends on the 

relationship between the executive and legislature.  

• In the Parliamentary form of government the executive is responsible to the legislature and depends 

on it to stay in power. This was one of the primary reasons for makers of Indian Constitution to 

choose the Parliamentary form of government.  
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• On the other hand, in the Presidential form the executive is constitutionally independent of 

legislature wrt its term and not responsible to it.  

23.Consider the following statements : A Constitutional Government is one which – (2014) 

1. Places effective restrictions on individual liberty in the interest of State Authority.  

2. Places effective restrictions on the Authority of the State in the interest of individual liberty. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: B 

Explanation  

Type- Conceptual  

Difficulty level- Medium  

• A Constitutional form of government rather than being dependent on the presence of a written 

government is related to the presence of consent based, limited form of government.  

• In a constitutional government the government in power is elected by the citizens by means of free 

and fair elections. Importantly, the government’s power is limited by having a fixed tenure and also 

appropriate checks and balances.  

• For example in India we have a written Constitution, Fundamental Rights, independent Judiciary with 

power of judicial review to limit the powers of the government. Similar is the case with countries like 

U.K, U.S.A, Canada etc.  

24.The Parliament can make any law for whole or any part of India for implementing International 

treaties(2013) 

A. with the consent of all the States  

B. with the consent of the majority of States 

C.  with the consent of the States concerned 

D. without the consent of any State  

Answer: D 

Explanation  

Type- Factual+ Conceptual  

Difficulty level: Medium  
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• The Indian Constitution provides for instances when the Centre can legislate in matters even in the 

state list. One of these instances is that with regard to implementation of international treaties.  

• The Parliament can make laws on even matters in the state list without seeking their consent for 

implementing international treaties, agreements and conventions. This provision enables the central 

government to fulfil its international commitments and obligations.  

25.Consider the following statements: (2017)With reference to the Constitution of India, the Directive 

Principles of State Policy constitute limitations upon 

1. legislative function 

2. executive function. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: D 

Explanation  

Type- Conceptual  

Difficulty level- Difficult  

• Directive Principles of State Policy embodies in Part IV of the Indian Constitution seek to provide for 

social and economic democracy in the country, thereby creating a welfare state.  

• Article 37 of the Indian Constitution states that these principles are fundamental in the governance 

of the country and that “it shall be the duty of the State to apply these principles in making laws”.  

• Though these Directives are not enforceable by the Courts, yet these principles have been declared 

to be fundamental In the governance of the country and a Government which rests on popular vote 

can hardly ignore them, while shaping its polity.  

• However, because they are merely guidelines and not justiciable, they impose a limitation neither on 

the legislature nor the executive.  
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4. Economy  
To watch the following questions on YouTube, click on the links given below 

• Video 1 

• Video 2 

• Video 3 

• Video 4 

Government Finance 

1. Which of the following statements appropriately describes “fiscal stimulus”? 

A. It is a massive investment by the government in manufacturing sector to ensure the supply of goods 

to meet the demand surge caused by rapid economic growth. 

B. It is an intense affirmative action of the government to boost economic activity in the country. 

C. It is government’s intensive action on financial institutions to ensure disbursement of loans to 

agriculture and allied sectors to promote greater food production and contain food inflation. 

D. It is an extreme affirmative action by the government to pursue its policy of financial inclusion.  

Answer: B 

Explanation  

• The word ‘fiscal‘ refers to government finances, i.e., public 

expenditure or spending, taxation, and government debt.  

• Fiscal stimulus may refer to either greater public spending 

or tax cuts. In both cases, the government wants to boost 

economic growth.  

• In the majority of cases, government bailout packages are 

also types of fiscal stimulus.  

• A bailout occurs when the government, i.e., the taxpayer, 

saves a company from dying. It saves the company by 

buying it, arranging a loan, or injecting money into it.  

• Fiscal stimulus comes under the umbrella term ‘fiscal 

policy.’ Fiscal policy is the government’s policy regarding its 

spending, taxation, and levels of debt.  

2. This type of debt involves a predefined borrowing limit and can be used to avail quick funds.  

1. The limit is determined using asset valuation and credit history of the borrower.  

2. This type of facility is available on credit cards. Identify the same?  

A. Revolving Debt  
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B. Unsecured Debt  

C. Secured Debt 

D. Short-term Loan  

Answer: A 

Explanation  

• Revolving credit allows customers the flexibility to access money up to a preset amount, known as the 

credit limit.  

• When the customer pays down an open balance on the revolving credit, that money is once again 

available for use, minus the interest charges and any fees.  

• The customer pays interest monthly on the current balance owed.  

• Revolving lines of credit can be secured or unsecured.  

3. Which of the following statements about Primary Deficit are correct?  

1. It indicates the borrowing requirements of the government including the interest borne.  

2. Primary Deficit is the difference between fiscal deficit and interest payments.  

3. An increase in primary deficit shows progress towards fiscal health.  

A. 1 and 2only  

B. 2 only  

C. 2 and 3 only  

D. 3 only  

Answer: B 

Explanation  

• Primary Deficit is the difference 

between the current year's fiscal 

deficit and the interest paid on the 

borrowings of the previous year.  

✓Primary Deficit = Fiscal Deficit 

(Total expenditure – Total income 

of the government) – Interest 

p a y m e n t s ( o f p r e v i o u s 

borrowings)  

• Primary Deficit indicates the 

borrowing requirements of the 

government excluding interest.  
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• Primary deficit does not include the interest payments made.  

• The total government expenditure constitutes of (the need for government borrowings) as follows:  

✓Purchase of goods and services for public consumption  

✓Public investment  

✓Income transfer payments (pensions, social benefits)  

✓Capital transfer payments  

✓National defence 

✓Infrastructure 

✓Health and welfare benefits  

• Difference between Primary Deficit and Fiscal Deficit?  

✓Primary Deficit is the difference between fiscal deficit and interest payments.  

✓To calculate Primary Deficit, you also need the help of 

fiscal deficit.  

✓Fiscal deficit is the difference between the total 

expenditure of the government and its total income.  

✓You can also calculate primary deficit using the formula: 

Fiscal deficit – Interest payments made.  

• What does Primary Deficit indicate?  

✓Primary deficit is measured to know the amount of 

borrowing that the government can utilize, excluding the interest payments.  

• Can the Primary Deficit be negative?  

✓A decrease in primary deficit shows progress towards fiscal health.  

✓The deficit is also mentioned as a percentage of GDP.  

✓Note that the difference between the primary deficit and fiscal deficit reflects the amount of 

interest payment on public debt generated in the past.  

• Zero Primary Deficit  

✓When the primary deficit is zero, the fiscal deficit becomes equal to the interest payment.  

✓This means that the government has resorted to borrowings just to pay off the interest payments.  

4. Ricochet impact recently heard in news, is related to which of the following:  

A. Advanced taxation systems by the safe haven countries  

B. Impact of piracy on economies  

C. Spill over effect in world economy  
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D. None of the above  

Answer: C 

Explanation  

• The head of IMF (International Monetary Fund) has 

warned that Emerging-market nations struggle to claw out 

of the pandemic- induced economic crisis can spill over to 

hurt the developed world, which should be doing all it can to ensure better access to vaccines and a 

more equitable recovery.  

• Poorer nations are faced with the risk of interest rates increasing while their economies aren’t 

growing, and may find themselves “really strangled” to service debt, especially if it’s dollar- 

denominated.  

• That is not only danger for them, it is a danger for global supply chains, it’s a danger for investor 

confidence -- in other words, it has a ricochet impact on advanced economies.  

• Not paying timely attention to this divergence can harm not only those countries and their people, 

which is bad enough, but it can harm the global recovery and it can harm investor sentiment in a way 

that we see to be significant and requiring very close attention.  

• Measures taken to stimulate the U.S. economy are, on balance, translating into “good news” for other 

countries because of the spillover effect of demand.  

5. Which of the following documents are required to be tabled in the Parliament by the government 

under FRBM Act?  

1. Fiscal Policy Strategy Statement 

2. Medium Term Fiscal Policy Statement  

3. Macroeconomic Framework Statement  

A. 1 and 2 only  

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 3 only  

D. All of the above  

Answer: D 

Explanation  

• The Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management (FRBM) Act, 2003 sets a target for the 

government to establish financial discipline in the economy, improve the management of public funds 

and reduce fiscal deficit.  

• Enacted in 2003, the Act sets target for the government to bring down fiscal deficit.  

• The FRBM Bill was introduced in the year 2000 by the then finance minister Yashwant Sinha with the 

aim to introduce transparency in India's fiscal management system.  
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• As per the requirements of the Act, Centre needs to limit fiscal deficit to 3 per cent of the country's 

gross domestic product (GDP) by March 31, 2021.  

• The FRBM Act of 2003 mandated that, apart from limiting the fiscal deficit to 3% of the nominal GDP, 

the revenue deficit should be brought down to 0%.  

• This would have meant that all the government borrowing (or fiscal deficit) for the year would have 

funded only capital expenditure by the government.  

• While, government's debt should be restricted to 40 per cent of GDP by 2024-25.  

• The FRBM Act also allows invoking of an escape clause in situations of calamity and national security. 

• In such situations, the government can deviate from its annual fiscal deficit target.  

• The pandemic has necessitated taking recourse to the escape clause [section 4(2)] of the FRBM Act, 

thus allowing an additional fiscal deficit of 0.5 per cent of GDP.  

(Markets) 

6. Which of the following statements appropriately describes primary market?  

1. It is the mechanism by which the companies raise capital from the issuing of the shares.  

2. Equity capital or share capital raised through primary market appears on the balance sheet / 

statement of financial position of the company.  

A. 1 only 

B.  2 only  

C. Both are correct  

D. None is correct  
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Answer: C 

Explanation  

• The mechanism by which the companies raise capital from the issuing if the shares is called Primary 

Market.  

• Thus, Primary market is for raising the Equity capital or share capital, which is the owners' interest on 

the assets of the enterprise after deducting all its liabilities.  

• It appears on the balance sheet / statement of financial position of the company.  

• When an unlisted company makes either a fresh issue of securities or an offer for sale of its existing 

securities or both for the first time to the public, it is called Initial Public Offering or IPO. An IPO 

paves way for listing and trading of the issuer’s securities.  

• In India, there is a system of free pricing since 1992.  

7. In this type of Stock Exchanges, the three functions of:  

• Ownership 

• Management 

• Trading  

are concentrated into a single Group.  Such stock exchanges are known as:  

A. Mutualised Stock Exchanges  

B. Demutualised Stock Exchanges  

C. Normalised Stock Exchanges  

D. Spot Stock Exchanges  

Answer: A 

Explanation  

• In a Mutualised Stock Exchanges, the three functions of:  

✓Ownership 

✓Management  

✓Trading  

• are concentrated into a single Group.  

• This at times can lead to conflicts of interest in decision making.  

• A demutualised exchange has all these three functions clearly segregated, i.e. the ownership, 

management and trading are in separate hands.  
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8. Which of the following statements is/are correct?  

1. Masala bonds: They are offshore, Rupee denominated bonds.  

2. Maharaja bonds: They are onshore, Dollar denominated bonds.  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only 

C. Both are correct  

D. None is correct  

Answer: A 

Explanation  
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• The IFC Maharaja bonds raised Indian rupees 6 billion, or approximately $100 million, from 

international and domestic institutional investors.  

• The bonds listed on India’s National Stock Exchange (NSE).  

• Thus, they were an Onshore, Rupee Denominated instrument for raising money.  

• All proceeds of bonds issued under this structure were used for infrastructure investments in India.  
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9. Which of the following is/are correct about Disinvestment:  

1. The strategic disinvestment includes profit making as well as loss making CPSEs.  

2. Strategic disinvestment means offering stake along with control and management of the 

company.  

3. It could be offered to a private company or even to another CPSE.  

A. 2 only 

B. 2 & 3 only  

C. All of the above are correct  

D. None of the above is correct  

Answer: C 

Explanation  

• Disinvestment is being undertaken as per the procedure for strategic disinvestment approved by the 

CCEA.  

• The strategic disinvestment includes profit making as well as loss making CPSEs.  

• Government follows a policy of strategic disinvestment of CPSEs, which are not in ‘priority sectors’.  

• Strategic disinvestment means offering stake along with control and management of the company.  

• It could be offered to a private company or even to another CPSE.  

• For the purpose of Strategic Disinvestment, NITI Aayog has been 

mandated to identify such CPSEs based on the criteria of:  

✓National Security 

✓Sovereign function at arm’s length  

✓Market Imperfections and Public Purpose. 

• However, profitability/loss of the CPSEs is not among the relevant 

criteria.  

10.Which of the following is/are correct in context of Advance Pricing Agreements (APA)?  

1. It is an agreement between the taxpayer and the tax authority.  

2. Indian APA rules allow for only unilateral type of APAs.  

3. India is yet to sign its first Advance Pricing Agreement (APA).  

A. 1 and 2 only  

B. 1 only  

C. 2 & 3 only 
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D. All of the above  

Answer: B 

Explanation  

What is an APA 

• It is an agreement between the taxpayer and the tax authority.  

• It aims to set the pricing of future inter company transactions.  

• The taxpayer and tax authority mutually agree on the transfer pricing methodology (TPM) to be 

applied and its application for a certain period of time for covered transactions.  

• APA aims at avoiding potential disputes in a cooperative manner.  

Types of APAs in India 

• Unilateral: APA entered into between a taxpayer and the tax administration of the country where it is 

subject to taxation.  

• Bilateral: APA entered into between the taxpayers, the tax administration of the host country and the 

foreign tax administration.  

• Multilateral: APA entered into between the taxpayers, the tax administration of the host country and 

more than one foreign tax administrations.  

• The Indian APA rules allow for all the three types of APAs.  

Other important things to remember 

• There are no monetary or other conditions prescribed under the Indian APA rules for a taxpayer to be 

eligible to apply. However, the APA mechanism is not available for domestic controlled transactions.  

• An APA provides certainty on the pricing and the TPM to be adopted for covered inter company 

transactions.  

• A bilateral or multilateral APA also eliminates the risk of potential double taxation arising from 

controlled transactions.  
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• The Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) has signed more than 300 Advance Pricing Agreements 

(APA).  

Agriculture 

11.Which of the following statements is correct about Chickpea? 

1. It is a Kharif Crop. 

2. Since it lacks proteins, it is not a part of diet of masses in India. 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both are correct  

D. None is correct 

Answer: D 

Explanation  

• Scientists have recently developed new drought tolerant chickpea 

variety.  

About Chickpea  

• Chickpea is a major source of protein for the people in India.  

• It is grown mainly in semi-arid regions during the post-monsoon season.  

• It faces drought during flowering leading to huge drops in yield.  
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What is the drought tolerant variety  

• Indian scientists have raised a GM chickpea variety.  

• By reducing the level of a plant growth substance called cytokinin in the root, it shows high drought 

tolerance and high iron and zinc content in seeds.  

• Two major plant hormones auxin and cytokinin regulate root development.  

• The study showed that reduction in cytokinin level resulted in increased root length and branching 

enabling the plant to acquire water and nutrient from deep in the soil during drought.  

Other important Crops and their Seasons 

• Kharif 

✓Rice, maize, sorghum, pearl millet/bajra, finger millet/ragi (cereals), arhar (pulses), soyabean, 

groundnut (oilseeds), cotton etc. 

• Rabi 

✓Wheat, barley, oats (cereals), chickpea/gram (pulses), linseed, mustard (oilseeds) etc. 
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12.Often mentioned in WTO’s parlance, which of the following is/are true in context of Peace Clause: 

1. It refers to an article of the WTO's Agreement on Agriculture. 

2. WTO members adopted a decision at the Nairobi Ministerial Conference in 2015 on public 

stockholding for food security purposes. 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both are correct  

D. None is correct  

Answer: A 

Explanation 

Peace Clause  

• It refers to Article 13 of the World Trade Organisation's Agreement on Agriculture.  

• The ‘peace clause’ says that no country would be legally barred from food security programmes even 

if the subsidy breached the limits specified in the WTO agreement on agriculture.  

• WTO members adopted a decision at the Bali Ministerial 

Conference in 2013 on public stockholding for food security 

purposes.  

• In the nature of an interim solution, this decision allows developing 

members to invoke the peace clause, which protects their public 

stockholding programmes for food security purposes from legal 

challenge, even if they lead to a breach of commitments.  

• As there was some ambiguity about the duration of the Bali 

Decision, a complementary decision taken by the WTO members in 

2014 permits the peace clause to be available until a permanent 

solution to the issue of food security is negotiated. Thus, the peace 

clause could theoretically continue in perpetuity.  

• The gains from this hard-fought battle are evident now in ensuring the food supply during COVID-19 

Pandemic.  

13.Which of the following indices are correct about Food Corporation of India (FCI)? 

1. It is not yet a statutory body. 

2. It works under the aegis Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers' Welfare. 

3. It was established during the great famine of Bengal in 1940s. 

A. 1 only 
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B. 2 & 3 only  

C. 3 only 

D. None of the above is correct  

Answer: D 

Explanation  

• The Food Corporation of India (FCI) was set up on 14 January 1965. 

• It is a statutory body established under the Food Corporations Act 1964.  

• It has to implement the following objectives of the National Food Policy:  

✓Effective price support operations for safeguarding the interests of the poor farmers.  

✓Distribution of food grains throughout the country for Public Distribution System (PDS).  

✓Maintaining a satisfactory level of operational and buffer stocks of food grains to ensure National 

Food Security.  

✓Regulate market price to provide food grains to consumers at a reliable price.  

• It is under the Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution, Government of India.  

14.Recently in news, Annavitran Portal has been implemented to display: 

A. Electronic transactions made through ePoS devices for distribution of subsidized food grains to 

beneficiaries. 

B. Electronic transactions made to farmers on purchase of food grains from them. 

C. Electronic transactions of loans sanctioned to farmers through Kisan Credit Card. 

D. None of the above  

Answer: A 

Explanation  

• It will be instrumental in the implementation of One 

Nation, One Ration Card.  

• Annavitran Portal (www.annavitran.nic.in) has been 

implemented to display electronic transactions made 

through ePoS devices for distribution of subsidized 

food grains to beneficiaries.  

• This portal also shows all India picture of Aadhaar 

authentication of beneficiaries besides allocated and 

distributed quantity of food grains up to district level.  

• The Annavitran portal enables a migrant worker or his family to avail the benefits of PDS outside their 

district but within their state.  
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• While a person can buy her share of food grains as per her entitlement under the NFSA, wherever she 

is based, the rest of her family members can purchase subsidised food grains from their ration dealer 

back home.  

15.Which of the following statements is/are incorrect in context of Agricultural Produce Market 

Committee (APMC): 

1. They are statutory market committees constituted by the State Government. 

2. While APMC can regulate in respect of trade in certain notified agricultural products, they can 

also legislate or regulate on horticultural or livestock products. 

A. Only 1 is incorrect 

B. Only 2 is incorrect 

C. Both the statements are correct 

D. Both the statements are incorrect  

Answer: D 

Explanation  

• The Indian government has passed three legislations for permitting trade in agricultural produce 

outside the physical boundaries of the APMCs (Agricultural Produce Market Committees), easing 

restrictions under the Essential Commodities Act and facilitating contract farming.  

• Agricultural Produce Market Committee (APMC) is a statutory market committee constituted by a 

State Government in respect of trade in certain notified agricultural or horticultural or livestock 

products, under the Agricultural Produce Market Committee Act issued by that state government.  

A Quick Back Story of APMCs  

• Farmers in India suffer from various restrictions in marketing their produce. 

• There are restrictions for farmers in selling agri-produce outside the notified APMC market yards. 

• The farmers are also restricted to sell the produce only to registered licensees of the State 

Governments. 

• Barriers exist in free flow of agriculture produce between various States owing to the prevalence of 

various APMC legislations enacted by the State Governments.  

Now 

• The aim is to create “One India, One Agriculture Market”.  

• Creating additional trading opportunities outside the APMC market yards to help farmers get 

remunerative prices due to additional competition.  

• This will supplement the existing MSP procurement system which is providing stable income to 

farmers.  

16.Consider the following statements in context to GST Council:  
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1. It is a constitutional body chaired by Prime Minister.  

2. The vote of the Central Government shall have a weightage of 50% of the total votes cast.  

3. It is a federal body where both the Centre and the states get due representation.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 and 2 only  

B. 2 and 3 only  

C. 3 only 

D. All of the above  

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• Goods & Services Tax Council is a constitutional body for making recommendations to the Union and 

State Government on issues related to Goods and Service Tax. 

• The GST Council is chaired by the Union Finance Minister and other members are the Union State 

Minister of Revenue or Finance and Ministers in-charge of Finance or Taxation of all the States.  

• It is considered as a federal body where both the centre and the states get due representation.  

• Every decision of the Goods and Services Tax Council shall be taken at a meeting by a majority of not 

less than three-fourths of the weighted votes of the members present and voting, in accordance with 

the following principles, namely:  

• The vote of the Central Government shall have a weightage of one third of the total votes cast, and  

• The votes of all the State Governments taken together shall have a weightage of two-thirds of the 

total votes cast, in that meeting.  

17.Which of the following are parameters used to measure score of Ease of Doing Business? 

1. Getting credit 

2. Employing workers 

3. Paying taxes 

4. Law and order 

5. Contract enforcement

Select the correct code: 

A.  1, 2 and 4 

B. 1, 3 and 5 

C. 2, 3, 4 and 5  

D. 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 
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Answer: B 

Explnation  

• Statement 2 is incorrect. Ease of Doing Business Index 2020 considered two new parameters, 

employing workers and contracting with the government but these are not included in the score and 

rankings. 

• Statement 4 is incorrect. It is not a parameter. Statement 1, 3 and 5 are correct.

Ease of Doing Business Index, 2020 

• India was placed at 63rd position out of 190 countries.  

• New Zealand retained its 1st position whereas Somalia ranked at 190th position.  

• India’s ranking improved basically on four parameters:  

• Starting a Business- India made starting a business easier by fully integrating multiple application 

forms into a general incorporation form.  

• Dealing with Construction Permits- For example, building a warehouse cost around 4% of the 

warehouse value as compared to 5.7% in the previous year.  

• Trading across Borders- with a single electronic platform- improved electronic submission methods 

for documents and upgrades to port infrastructure, import and export process became easier.  

• Resolving Insolvency- Recovery rate under resolving insolvency has improved significantly from 

26.5% to 71.6%. Also, the time taken for resolving insolvency has also come down significantly from 

4.3 years to 1.6 years.  

• India continues to maintain its first position among South Asian countries. It was 6th (in 2014).  

• The World Bank will now include Kolkata and Bengaluru, besides Delhi and Mumbai, for preparing 

ease of doing business report, in order to provide a holistic picture of the business environment of the 

country.  

• The report measures the performance of countries across 10 different parameters namely-  

✓Starting a Business, 

✓Dealing with Construction permits, ◦ Electricity availability, 

✓Property registration, 

✓Credit availability, 

✓Protecting minority Investors, 

✓Paying Taxes, 

✓Trading across borders, 

✓Contracts enforcement, and 

✓Resolving Insolvency.  
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18.TAMRA Portal is launched in order 

A. To monitor purchase and sell of coal. 

B. To ensure transparent mining clearance. 

C. To promote the use of copper in medicine.  

D. To sell handcrafted copper utensils.  

Answer: B 

Explanation  

• TAMRA - Transparency, Auction Monitoring and Resource Augmentation.  

• Launched by Ministry of Mines in 2017.  

• It was recently simultaneously launched across 12 mineral rich states.  

• To do legal mining, entrepreneur has to obtain approvals and participate in the mining block auctions.  

• It will be interactive platform for all stakeholders.  

• TAMRA covers block, state, and mineral wise information of the blocks to be auctioned.  

19.Consider the following with reference to Export Preparedness Index, 2020:  

1. It is the first report to examine export preparedness and performance of Indian states.  

2. It was released by NITI Aayog.  

3. The index ranked states on four key parameters – policy; business ecosystem; export ecosystem; 

export performance.  

4. Haryana was the best performing state.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct?  

A. 1, 2 and 3  

B. 2, 3 and 4  

C. 2 and 3 only  

D. 1, 2 and 4 only  

Answer: A 

Explanation  

• Statement 1, 2 and 3 are correct while statement 4 is incorrect as Gujarat was the best performing 

state and not Haryana.  

• NITI Aayog in partnership with the Institute of Competitiveness has released the Export 

Preparedness Index (EPI) 2020.  

• EPI is the first report to examine export preparedness and performance of Indian states.  
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How were states ranked?  

• The index ranked states on four key parameters – policy; business ecosystem; export ecosystem; 

export performance.  

• The index also took into consideration 11 sub-pillars -- export promotion policy; institutional 

framework; business environment; infrastructure; transport connectivity; access to finance; export 

infrastructure; trade support; R&D infrastructure; export diversification; and growth orientation.  

Highlights of the report

• Top 3 states: Gujarat, Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu.  

• Among the landlocked states, Rajasthan has performed the best, followed by Telangana and Haryana.  

• Among the Himalayan states, Uttarakhand topped the chart, followed by Tripura and Himachal 

Pradesh.  

• Across Union Territories/ City States, Delhi has performed the best, followed by Goa and Chandigarh.  

• On policy parameters, Maharashtra topped the index followed by Gujarat and Jharkhand.  

• On business ecosystem parameter, Gujarat was ranked number one followed by Delhi and Tamil 

Nadu.  

• In the export ecosystem parameter, Maharashtra topped the Index followed by Odisha and Rajasthan.  

• At present, 70 per cent of India’s export has been dominated by five states – Maharashtra, Gujarat, 

Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and Telangana.  

20.Consider the following statements with respect to Logistics Performance Index.  

1. The Logistics Performance Index is reported by the IMF in every 3 years.  

2. India’s ranking has jumped from 35th in 2014 to 26th in the LPI 2018.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct?  

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. None of the above  

Answer: D  

Explanation  

• Both statements are incorrect. The Logistics Performance Index is reported by the World Bank in 

every two years. India ranked 44th in the Logistics Performance Index 2018.  

• The Logistics Performance Index (LPI) is an interactive benchmarking tool created by the World Bank 

to help countries identify the challenges and opportunities they face in their performance on trade 

logistics and what they can do to improve their performance.  
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• It is the weighted average of the country scores on six key dimensions: customs performance, 

infrastructure quality, ease of arranging shipments, logistics services quality, consignments tracking 

and tracing and timeliness of shipments.  

• This measure indicates the relative ease and efficiency with which products can be moved into and 

inside a country.  

• The Logistics Performance Index is reported by the World Bank in every two years. The LPI is based 

on a worldwide survey of stakeholders on the ground providing feedback on the logistics 

"friendliness" of the countries in which they operate and those with which they trade.  

• They combine in-depth knowledge of the countries in which they operate with informed qualitative 

assessments of other countries where they trade and have experience of global logistics environment.  

• India ranked 44 in the World Bank’s Logistics Performance Index 2018. Logistics sector will play a key 

role in enhancing the competitiveness of Indian goods in the global markets.  
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5. Environment  
To watch the following questions on YouTube, click on the links given below 

• Video 1 

• Video 2 

• Video 3 

• Video 4 

• Video 5 

Biodiversity 

1. Based on the following statements identify the animal?  

1. It is a Schedule-1 animal according to the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972.  

2. It is considered as ‘Least Concern’ according to the Red Data Book.  

3. It is the state animal of Andhra Pradesh. 

4. It is locally known as Krushnasara Mruga.  

A. Blackbuck  

B. Swamp deer 

C. Elk 

D. Migratory Woodland Caribou  

Answer: A 

Explanation  

• Odisha’s blackbuck population has doubled in the last six years, according to figures from the latest 

population census released recently by the chief conservator of forest (wildlife).  

• The Indian Blackbuck (Antilope cervicapra), is one of the three species of antelopes found in Odisha.  

• The other two are Nilgai (Boselaphus tragocamelus) and the Chowsingha (Tetracercus quadricornis).  

• Blackbuck is considered to be the fastest animal in the world next to Cheetah.  

• There has been a dissolute decline in the population of Blackbucks throughout the country due to 

poaching and habitat loss.  

• In the recent past, this endemic animal was most numerous, commonly seen large wild mammal in the 

Indian subcontinent.  

• Subsequently, within a short span of time, this animal has suffered much reduction in numbers. 

Blackbuck is included in the Schedule-I of Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 and is designated as Least 

Concern as per Red Data Book.  

• It is now one of the most popular exhibits in most of the zoos of the country and elsewhere.  

www.sleepyclasses.com 

Call 6280133177
Available on App store 

 and Play Store  69

http://www.sleepyclasses.com
http://T.me/SleepyClasses
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pbw4WFrPhCo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uUyONfQzlsY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QEUABuMEFGg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lpv1DVm8GXg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GoyQLihUXiY


T.me/SleepyClasses

Distribution and Status  

• In India the species is wide spread in Rajasthan, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and other areas 

throughout peninsular India.  

• In 1982, the estimated population of Blackbuck in India was between 22,500 to 24,500.  

• According to 1993 estimation, the population of Blackbuck in India was between 10,000 and is stable 

or increasing.  

Past distribution in Odisha  

• This species was widely spread in Balesore and Puri Districts but 

scarcely seen in Bolangir, Kalahandi and in coastal sand dunes of 

Bhitarkanika and Kujang area.  

• Until the 1960s, the Blackbuck number reported was 1200 -1300.  

• During 1918, a Britisher known as "Green saheb" and the 'Sardar' of 

the locality, Sri Madeshi Chandramani Dora, took an initiative for the 

protection of these species and published a notification in the Oriya 

newspaper "Prajamitra" prohibiting killing of the Blackbuck.  

2. Which of the following statements about Bhitarkanika National Park are correct?  

1. It is a mangrove forest. 

2. Gahirmatha Marine Sanctuary is its integral part.  

3. Bhitarkanika is located in the estuary of Brahmani, Baitarani, Dhamra, and Mahanadi river 

systems.  

A. 1 and 2 only  

B. 2 and 3 only  

C. 1 and 3 only  

D. All of the above  

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• Cyclone Yaas resulted in huge devastation of hundreds of trees in Bhitarkanika.  

• Bhitarkanika National Park, located in Odisha, is famous for its mangroves, migratory birds, turtles, 

estuarine crocodiles, and countless creeks.  

• It is India’s second-largest mangrove forest.  

• The Bhitarkanika is represented by 3 Protected Areas, the Bhitarkanika National Park, the 

Bhitarkanika Wildlife Sanctuary and the Gahirmatha Marine Sanctuary.  

• Bhitarkanika is located in the estuary of Brahmani, Baitarani, Dhamra, and Mahanadi river systems.  
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• It is said to house 70% of the country’s estuarine or saltwater crocodiles, conservation of which was 

started way back in 1975.  

• Bhitarkanika is home to a wide range of fauna, including 3,000 spotted deer, bird species and other 

species such as wild boars, jackal, hyenas, jungle cat, fishing cats, water monitor lizards, rhesus 

macaques, common languor, Indian civet cat and hare.  

• The area was designated a national park in September 1998 and as a Ramsar site by UNESCO in 

August 2002.  

3. Which of the following statements about Rishi Ganga River are correct?  

1. It springs from the Uttari Nanda Devi Glacier in the Chamoli district, Uttarakhand.  

2. It flows through Jim Corbett National Park before finally merging into the Ganges.  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2  
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Answer: A 

Explanation  

• In February 2021, a flooding disaster occurred all along the river and its gorge following a landslide, 

avalanche or glacial lake outburst flood.  

• Following reports that cracks had developed in glaciers at the origin of Rishiganga in Chamoli, a team 

of scientists carried out an aerial survey and found nothing wrong.  

✓Rishiganga is a river in the Chamoli district, Uttarakhand, India.  

✓It springs from the Uttari Nanda Devi Glacier on the Nanda Devi mountain.  

✓It is also fed from the Dakshini Nanda Devi Glacier.  

✓Continuing through the Nanda Devi National Park, it flows into the Dhauliganga River near the 

village Rini.  

✓Ramganga flows through Jim Corbett National Park.  

4. BioHub Initiative recently heard in related to which of the following?  

A. Ministry of Environment & Forests (MOEFCC)  

B. World Health Organization (WHO)  

C. National Geographic Society (NGS)  

D. All of the above  

Answer: B 

Explanation  

• BioHub will be a global facility for pathogen storage, sharing and analysis. The sharing of pathogens is 

currently done bilaterally between countries; WHO BioHub will expedite the process.  

• WHO and Switzerland have signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to launch this facility.  

• The move is significant in the view of the novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic and the 

need to underline the importance of sharing pathogen information to assess risks and launch 

countermeasures. 
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5. Based on the following statements identify the conservation reserve?  

1. It is Maharashtra’s oldest and largest national park.  

2. It is a predominantly southern tropical dry deciduous forest with dense woodlands comprising 

about eighty seven per cent of the protected area.  

3. Teak is the predominant tree species.  

4. It is divided into three separate forest ranges, i.e. north range, south range, and Morhurli range, 

which is sandwiched in between the first two.  

A. Gugamal national Park 

B. Chandoli national Park 

C. Sanjay Gandhi National Park  

D. Tadoba National Park  

Answer: D 

Explanation  

• Maharashtra Chief Minister asked the state forest department to submit a proposal for rehabilitation 

of villages in the Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve for its expansion due to a rise in big cat numbers.  

• There were 312 tigers in Chandrapur district, which in turn had increased instances of man-animal 

conflict.  

• Maharashtra's oldest and largest National Park, the "Tadoba National Park", also known as the 

"Tadoba Andhari Tiger Reserve" is its oldest and largest NP.  

• It lies in the Chandrapur district of Maharashtra state and is approximately 150 km from Nagpur city.  
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• The total area of the tiger reserve is 1,727 Sq.km, which includes the Tadoba National Park, created in 

the year 1955.  

• The Andhari Wildlife Sanctuary was formed in the year 1986 and was amalgamated with the park in 

1995 to establish the present Tadoba Andheri Tiger Reserve.  

• The word 'Tadoba' is derived from the name of God "Tadoba" or "Taru," which is praised by local tribal 

people of this region and "Andhari" is derived from the name of Andhari river that flows in this area  

• The Tadoba National Park is divided into three separate forest ranges, i.e. Tadoba north range, Kolsa 

south range, and Morhurli range, which is sandwiched in between the first two.  

• There are two lakes and one river in the park, which gets filled every monsoon, the ‘Tadoba 

Lake,’ ‘Kolsa Lake,’ and ‘Tadoba River.’  

• These lakes and rivers provide vital ingredients needed to sustain the park’s life.  

6. Which one of the following protected areas is well-known for the conservation of a sub-species of 

the Indian swamp deer (Barasinga) that thrives well in hard ground and is exclusively 

graminivorous ?  

A. Kanha National Park  

B. Manas National Park 

C. Mudumalai Wildlife Sanctuary  

D. Tal Chhapar Wildlife Sanctuary  

Answer: A 

Explanation  

• Kanha Tiger Reserve, also known as Kanha– Kisli National Park, is 

one of the tiger reserves of India and the largest national park of the 

state of Madhya Pradesh.  

• The State animal of Madhya Pradesh in the “Barasingha”, also called 

swamp deer.  

• It is also the first tiger reserve in India to officially introduce a 

mascot, Bhoorsingh the Barasingha.  

7. Consider the following statements about India’s Biennial Update Report III (BUR III)  

1. India’s emission intensity of gross domestic product (GDP) has reduced by 24 per cent between 

2005 and 2016.  

2. India’s installed capacity of solar energy is more than that of wind energy,  

Which of the above statements is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  
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B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: A 

Explanation  

• In its third biennial update report (BUR-III), submitted to the United Nations Framework Convention 

on Climate Change (UNFCCC) on February 20, India declared that the country’s emission intensity 

(per unit of GDP) has reduced by 24% between 2005 and 2016 and therefore it is “on track to meet its 

voluntary declaration to reduce the emission intensity of GDP by 20-25% from 2005 levels by 2020”.  

• The BUR-III, carrying details of India’s GHG inventory for the year 2016, shows that the country had 

emitted 2.8 billion tonnes of greenhouse gases (GHG) with energy sector alone accounting for 75% of 

the total emissions.  

• India had submitted it first BUR to the UNFCCC in 2016 and the second one in 2018.  

• Analysis of India’s all three BURs presents an interesting trend, showing a consistent decline in share 

of agriculture sector in total emission since 2010.  

• On the other hand, emission from energy sector has been growing while shares of industries and 

waste sectors remain constant.  

• The agriculture sector is the main source of methane (CH4) and nitrous oxide (N2O) emissions.  

• The CH4 emissions occur from this sector mainly due to livestock rearing (enteric fermentation and 

manure management) and paddy cultivation while N2O is principally emitted due to the application 

of fertilizers to agricultural soils.  

• Judicious use of fertilizers, crop diversification and better manure management may by the reason of 

this decline.  

• In the energy sector, electricity production was the single largest source in this category, accounting 

for about 40% of the national total GHG emissions in 2016 while manufacturing industries and 

construction together emitted over 18% of total emissions.  

• Though the BUR-III gave details on how the share of non-fossil sources (renewable and nuclear) in 

total installed capacity of electricity generation increased to over 38% by November last year, it 

emphasized on the need to continue coal consumption in the country.  

• Currently, India is the fourth in terms of overall global GHG emission with China, the USA and EU+UK 

being the top three.  

• In terms of per capital emission, India's figure is nearly one-third of the global average and nearly one-

seventh of the biggest historical polluter, the USA.  
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8. Consider the following statements regarding Nitrogen Use Efficiency  

1. It is the fraction of applied nitrogen that is absorbed and used by the plant.  

2. A higher number denotes low wastage.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct?  

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: C 

Explanation  

• Nitrogen use efficiency (NUE) is the fraction of applied nitrogen that is absorbed and used by the 

plant.  

• Improving a plant’s ability to utilize nitrogen is a key component in enhancing environmental 

sustainability.  

• A higher number denotes low wastage.  

• With the efficiency on the decline, farmers use more fertiliser in the hope of raising yield.  

• This in turn worsens NUE.  

• Efficiency is reduced by seasonal conditions, crop diseases, losses of N from the soil as gases, N 

leaching or immobilisation of N into organic forms.  

• Crops generally use up 30 per cent of nitrogen fertiliser applied; the rest seeps into the environment, 

harming health and adding to climate change.  

• Agriculture leads to 70 per cent of nitrous oxide emissions in India.Of this, 77 per cent is contributed 

by fertilisers, mostly urea, according to the Indian Nitrogen Assessment published in 2017. 

• This greenhouse gas (GHG) is 300 times more potent than carbon dioxide.  

• It has replaced methane as the second-largest component of GHG emissions from Indian agriculture 

in past 15 years.  

• Cereals consume over 69 per cent of nitrogen fertilisers in India; rice tops the list with 37 per cent, 

followed by wheat (24 per cent).  

• Fertilisers like urea emit ammonia, which can deposit on particulate matter and impact human health.  

• N-fertilisers also cause water pollution and algal blooms, killing fish and affecting livelihoods.  

• As per Indian Nitrogen Assessment (2017), India is emerging as one of the global hotspots of nitrogen 

pollution of water and air, adversely affecting our health and climate change.  

• Indian government has also piloted the first-ever United Nations resolution on sustainable nitrogen 

management in 2019.  
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• Indian biotechnologist have identified candidate genes for nitrogen use efficiency (NUE) in rice in 

what is a major boost to the scientific efforts for crop improvement to save nitrogenous pollution and 

fertilisers worth billions.  

9. Which of the following statements accurately defines “Greenwashing”?  

A. Use of environment friendly green products for whitewash.  

B. Process of land reclamation under the aegis of UN Decade of Ecosystem Restoration.  

C. When green marketing is deceptively used to persuade the public that an organisation's products, 

aims and policies are environmentally friendly.  

D. None of the above  

Answer: C 

Explanation  

• Greenwashing (a compound word modelled on "whitewash"), also called "green sheen",is a form of 

marketing spin in which green PR (green values) and green marketing are deceptively used to 

persuade the public that an organization's products, aims and policies are environmentally friendly.  

• The term greenwashing was coined by New York environmentalist Jay Westervelt in a 1986 essay 

regarding the hotel industry's practice of placing placards in each room promoting reuse of towels 

ostensibly to "save the environment".  

• Producers label or project objects as “green” with the sole purpose of maximising profits through 

sales, which is dubbed “greenwashing”.  

• The scope of greenwash is amazing and its power intense at this moment when our collective sense of 

guilt about what we are doing to our planet is on the rise.  

• Bottled water companies that choke the ocean with plastic bottles try to alleviate users’ worries by 

simply stamping their bottles as recyclable material.  

• The recycling never happens, but consumers feel that they are helping the environment by buying 

that water.  

10.Consider the following statements related to Lumpy Skin Disease  

1. It is caused by a bacteria. 

2. It is commonly found in cattle. 

Which of the following statements is/are correct?  

A. A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2  
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Answer: B 

Explanation  

• Lumpy skin disease (LSD) is an infectious disease in cattle caused 

by a virus of the family Poxviridae, also known as Neethling virus.  

• The disease is characterized by fever, enlarged superficial lymph 

nodes and multiple nodules (measuring 2–5 centimetres (1–2 in) 

in diameter) on the skin and mucous membranes (including those 

of the respiratory and gastrointestinal tracts).  

• The virus has important economic implications since affected animals tend to have permanent 

damage to their skin, lowering the commercial value of their hide.  

• Additionally, the disease often results in chronic debility, reduced milk production, poor growth, 

infertility, abortion, and sometimes death.  

• Outbreaks of LSDV are associated with high temperature and high humidity,It is usually more 

prevalent during the wet summer and autumn months, especially in low-lying areas or near bodies of 

water, however, outbreaks can also occur during the dry season.  

• Blood-feeding insects such as mosquitos and flies act as mechanical vectors to spread the disease.  

• The Bihar government sounded an alert and issued an advisory May 6, 2021 about the likely spread of 

lumpy skin disease (LSD), a viral illness that causes prolonged morbidity in cattle and buffaloes.  

11.The acidification of ocean is increasing.Why is this phenomenon a cause of concern? 

1. Coral reef may be adversely affected. 

2. The population of jellyfishes will drastically decrease. 

3. Impair digestion of fish species 

Select the correct answer using codes given below: 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 1 and 3 only 

C. 2 and 3 only 

D. All of the above  

Answer: B 

Explanation  
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12.Ozone depletion is a cause of concern. Which of the following condition responsible for ozone 

depletion in polar areas:  

1. Low polar temperature 

2. Formation of Polar vortex  

3. Polar stratospheric clouds  

4. Denitrification  

Select the correct answer using codes Codes given below:  

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 1 ,2 and 3 only 

C. 2 , 3 and 4 only  

D. All of the above  

Answer: D 

Explanation  
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13.The term ‘solidarity and just transition Silesia’ was in news recently is related to: 

A. Global stocktake  

B. Biofuel policy 

C. Brexit 

D. Workers  

Answer: D 

14.Which among the following is an incorrect statement  

A. Both stratospheric and tropospheric ozone absorb Infrared radiation.  

B. Depletion of stratospheric ozone lead to cooling effect.  

C. Tropospheric ozone causing warming effect  

D. Both tropospheric and stratospheric ozone are principally responsible for present day climate 

change.  

Answer: D 

Explanation  
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15.Which of the following is included in India’s REDD+ activities  

1. Grassland 

2. Forest area > 1 ha & 10% canopy  

3. All forest irrespective of coverage  

4. Mangroves  

Select the correct answer using codes given below  

A. 1 and 2 only  

B. 2 only  

C. 2 , 3 and 4 only  

D. All of the above  

Answer: B 

Explanation 
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16.What do you understand by Ecological footprint? 

1. It is promoted by Global Footprint Network. 

2. An index of the area of a productive ecosystem required to produce the resources used and to 

assimilate the wastes produced by a defined population.  

Which of the above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 
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Explanation  

• The ecological footprint is a method promoted by the Global Footprint Network to measure human 

demand on natural capital, i.e. the quantity of nature it takes to support people or an economy.  

• It tracks this demand through an ecological accounting system.  

• The accounts contrast the biologically productive area people use for their consumption to the 

biologically productive area available within a region or the world (biocapacity, the productive area 

that can regenerate what people demand from nature).  

• In short, it is a measure of human impact on the environment. It can be calculated for a single 

individual, city, region, country and the entire planet.  

• Many countries are “in the red,” which means they use more natural resources (Ecological Footprint) 

than their ecosystems can regenerate (biocapacity). They are running an “ecological deficit.”  

• When a country’s biocapacity is greater than its population’s Ecological Footprint, on the other hand, 

the country boasts an “ecological reserve.”  

Earth Overshoot Day  

• When the entire planet is running an ecological deficit, we call it “overshoot.”  

• At the global level, ecological deficit and overshoot are the same, since there is no net import of 

resources to the planet.  

• Overshoot occurs when:  

✓HUMANITY’S ECOLOGICAL FOOTPRINT > EARTH’S BIOCAPACITY  

✓Earth Overshoot Day marks the date when humanity’s demand for ecological resources and 

services (Ecological Footprint) in a given year exceeds what Earth can regenerate in that year 

(biocapacity).  

✓In 2021, Earth Overshoot Day lands on July 29.  

✓In 2020, it was on August 22, more than three weeks later than last year.  

17.Consider the following statements about Ocean Health Index (OHI+) 

1. OHI+ assessments are independently led assessments using the OHI+ framework that are 

conducted by any group external to the OHI team. 

2. OHI+ assessments are often conducted at national and continental scales to assess the overall 

health of oceans. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2  
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Answer:  A 

Explanation 

• The OHI is a tool to measure the benefits and services that the ocean provides for people now and 

into the future.  

• Assessments are developed with the support of local stakeholders to better understand how to 

sustainably balance current and future ocean use.  

• The Ocean Health Index (OHI) is the first assessment framework that provides a common platform 

for scientifically combining and comparing all key elements from all dimensions of the ocean 

(ecological, social, economic, and physical) to measure how sustainably people are using ocean and 

coastal resources.  

• The OHI+ framework is repeatable, transparent, quantitative, and goal- driven, and the inputs to the 

OHI+ assessments use the same overarching framework as OHI global, while utilizing data, indicators, 

reference points, and preferences and priorities specific to the  

local context.  

• Repeated assessments are valuable because they can be used to track and monitor the progress of 

ocean health through time.  

• Even a first effort of OHI+ is valuable because it establishes a baseline against which to monitor 

change.  

• Such a flexible framework allows OHI+ assessments to adapt to local conditions while still being 

useful for management.  

• Researchers from around the world have changed the goals models and data in their assessments in 

an ever-evolving process that characterises the Index. Neither 1 nor 2. 

18.Lichenometry is a technique used to determine  

1. Rate of decay of an ecosystem 

2. Age of exposed rock surfaces 

3. Acidic content of water bodies 

A. 1 and 2 only  

B. 3 only 

C. 2 only 

D. 1 and 3 only  

Answer: C 

Explanation  

• In archaeology, palaeontology, and geomorphology, lichenometry is a geomorphic method of 

geochronologic dating that uses lichen growth to determine the age of exposed rock, based on a 

presumed specific rate of increase in radial size over time.  
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• Measuring the diameter of the largest lichen of a 

species on a rock surface can therefore be used to 

determine the length of time the rock has been 

exposed.  

• Lichen can be preserved on old rock faces for up to 

10,000years, providing the maximum age limit of the 

technique, though it is most accurate (within 10% 

error) when applied to surfaces that have been 

exposed for less than 1,000 years.  

19.With reference to Biotope, consider the following statements 

1. It is an ecological area that is usually larger than an ecosystem. 

2. It is synonymous with biocoenosis.

Which of the above is/are correct?  

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• A biotope is an area of uniform environmental conditions providing a living place for a specific 

assemblage of plants and animals.  

• An ecosystem is a group of numerous populations of animal and plant species that share resources in 

the same area.  

• In this area of life, we can distinguish the living beings (vegetation, animals) which constitute the 

biocoenosis and the geological environment (nature of the soils, climate, water), which constitute the 

biotope. The association of the biocoenosis and the biotope constitutes an ecosystem.  

20.Discount rate tool is usually applied in environmental analysis to 

A. Evaluate the carbon sequestration derived from a particular initiative. 

B. Understand the interconnection between ecological services. 

C. Calculate the inflation by using GDP deflator. 

D. Determine the present value of future benefits.  

Answer: D 
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Explanation 

• The discount rate is the rate at which society as a whole is willing to trade off present for future 

benefits. 

• When weighing the decision to undertake a project with long-term benefits (e.g., wetland protection 

programs) versus one with short- term benefits and long-term costs (e.g., logging forests near aquatic 

ecosystems), the discount rate plays an extremely important role in determining the outcome of the 

analysis. Indeed, a number of reasonable decision measures (e.g., net present value, benefit-cost ratio, 

internal rate of return, return on investment) depend critically on the chosen discount rate 

• Discount rates are needed because a dollar received today is considered more valuable than one 

received in the future. 

• There are four primary reasons for applying a positive discount rate. 

✓First, positive rates of inflation diminish the purchasing power of money over time. 

✓Second, money can be invested today, earning a positive rate of return. 

✓Third, there is uncertainty surrounding the ability to obtain promised future income. 

✓That is, there is the risk that a future benefit (e.g., enhanced fish catches) will never be realised. 

✓Finally, humans are generally impatient and prefer instant gratification to waiting for long-term 

benefits. 

• Discount rates are used to compress a stream of future benefits and costs into a single present value 

amount. Thus, present value is the value today of a stream of payments, receipts, or costs occurring 

over time, as discounted through the use of an interest rate. 

• Present value calculations of benefits and costs are then compared to determine benefit-cost ratios.  

21.If a particular plant species is placed under Schedule VI of The Wildlife Protection Act, 1972, what is 

the implication? (2020) 

A.  A license is required to cultivate that plant.  

B. Such a plant cannot be cultivated under any circumstances.  

C. It is a Genetically Modified crop plant. 

D. Such a plant is invasive and harmful to the ecosystem.  

Answer: A 

Explanation  

• The WPA - 1972 is an Act of the Parliament of India enacted for the protection of plants and animal 

species.  

• All the animals in Schedule I of the Wildlife Protection Act are granted protection from poaching, 

killing, trade etc. Those committing crimes under this Act are liable to be punished with the severest 

punishment under Indian Law for such crimes.  
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• There are Six Schedules in this act which is divided into eight chapters. These Schedules gives 

different standard of protection.  

• Species that are listed in Schedule I and part II of Schedule II get absolute protection. Offences under 

these are prescribed the highest penalties.  

• Species that are listed in Schedule III and Schedule IV are also protected, but the penalties are 

comparatively much lower.  

• Schedule V includes the animals which can be hunted.  

• Placement in Schedule VI provides for regulation in cultivation of a specified plant and restricts its 

possession, sale and transportation. Both cultivation and trade of specified plants can only be carried 

out with prior permission of competent authority(Chief Wildlife Warden). 

22.Which of the following is/are the possible consequence/s of heavy sand mining in riverbeds?  

1. Decreased salinity in the river  

2. Pollution of groundwater 

3. Lowering of the water-table  

Select the correct answer using the code given below:  

A. 1 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only  

D. 1, 2 and 3  

Answer: B 

Explanation  

• Excessive instream sand-and-gravel mining causes  

✓degradation of river  

✓bank erosion  

✓threat to bridges, river banks and nearby structures  

✓affects the adjoining groundwater system  

✓destruction of aquatic and riparian habitat through large changes in the channel morphology.  

✓deepening of rivers and estuaries, and the enlargement of river mouths and coastal inlets which 

may also lead to saline-water intrusion from the nearby sea.  

✓bed degradation, bed coarsening, lowered water tables near the streambed, and channel instability.  

✓The effect of mining is compounded by the effect of sea level rise. Any volume of sand exported 

from streambeds and coastal areas is a loss to the system.  

✓extra vehicle traffic, which negatively impairs the environment.  
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23.Consider the following statements:  

1. Asiatic lion naturally found in India only  

2. Double-humped camel is naturally found in India only  

3. One-horned rhinoceros is naturally found in India only (2019)  

Which one of the statement given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. 1 and 3 only  

D. 1, 2 and 3  

Answer: A 

Explanation  

Asiatic lion  

• Scientific Name: Panthera leo persica  

• Population: 523  

• Status: Listed in Schedule I of Wildlife (Protection) Act 1972, in Appendix I of CITES and as 

Endangered on IUCN Red List  

• The current population of these big cats now consists of one isolated population in the Gir Forest 

Preserve of Gujurat in northwestern India.  

Double-humped Camels  

• Besides India, double-humped camels are found throughout the highlands of central Asia from 

Turkistan to Mongolia and their total population is around 20 million.  

One-horned Rhinoceros  

• The recovery of the greater one-horned rhino is among the greatest conservation success stories in 

Asia. Thanks to strict protection and management from Indian and Nepalese wildlife authorities, the 

greater one-horned rhino was brought back from the brink.  

• Today populations have increased to around 3,700 rhinos in northeastern India and the Terai 

grasslands of Nepal.  

• Javan rhinoceros, (Rhinoceros sondaicus), also called lesser one-horned rhinoceros, one of three 

Asian species of rhinoceroses, found only on the island of Java in Indonesia. 
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24.With reference to India’s Desert National Park, which of the following statements are correct? 

(2020)  

1. It is spread over two districts.  

2. There is no human habitation inside the Park.  

3. It is one of the natural habitats of the Great Indian Bustard.  

Select the correct answer using the code given below.  

A. 1 and 2 only  

B. 2 und 3 only  

C. 1 and 3 only  

D. 1, 2 and 3  

Answer: C 

Explanation  

• Desert National Park is a national park situated in the Indian state of Rajasthan, near the towns of 

Jaisalmer and Barmer. This is one of the largest national parks.  

• It is only place where Rajasthan State Bird (Great Indian Bustard), State animal (Chinkara) and State 

tree (Khejri) and State flower (Rohida) are found naturally.  

• Today, population of Great Indian Bustard is confined mostly to Rajasthan and Gujarat. Small 

population occur in Maharashtra, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh.  

• No human activity is permitted inside the national park except for the ones permitted by the Chief 

Wildlife Warden of the state. However, the human population within the DNP is low (4-5 persons per 

km2). There are 73 villages and also settlements or Dhanis existing within the Park.  

25.Which of the following are the reasons/factors for exposure to benzene pollution ?  

1. Automobile exhaust  

2. Tobacco smoke  

3. Wood burning  

4. Using varnished wooden furniture  

5. Using products made of polyurethane  

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

A. 1, 2 and 3 only  

B. 2 and 4 only  

C. 1, 3 and 4 only  

D. 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5  
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Answer: D 

Explanation 

• Benzene is formed from both natural processes and human activities. Natural sources of benzene 

include volcanoes and forest fires. Benzene is also a natural part of crude oil, gasoline, and cigarette 

smoke.  

• Some industries use benzene to make other chemicals that are used to make plastics, resins, and 

nylon and synthetic fibers. Benzene is also used to make some types of lubricants, rubbers, dyes, 

detergents, drugs, and pesticides.  

Exposure to Benzene  

• Outdoor air contains low levels of benzene from tobacco smoke, gas stations, motor vehicle exhaust, 

and industrial emissions.  

• Indoor air generally contains levels of benzene higher than those in outdoor air. The benzene in 

indoor air comes from products that contain benzene such as glues, paints, furniture wax, and 

detergents.  

• The air around hazardous waste sites or gas stations can contain higher levels of benzene than in 

other areas.  

• Benzene leaks from underground storage tanks or from hazardous waste sites containing benzene 

can contaminate well water.  

• People working in industries that make or use benzene may be exposed to the highest levels of it.  

•  A major source of benzene exposure is tobacco smoke.  
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6. Science & Technology 
To watch the following questions on YouTube, click on the links given below 

• Video 1 

• Video 2 

• Video 3 

1. Arrange the following in descending order with respect to their composition in universe:  

1. Observable matter  

2. Dark energy  

3. Dark matter  

Select the correct answer code: 

A. 2>1>3 

B. 3>2>1 

C. 2>3>1  

D. 1>2>3  

Answer: C 

Explanation 

  

www.sleepyclasses.com 

Call 6280133177
Available on App store 

 and Play Store  91

http://T.me/SleepyClasses
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QXZZiJWL_hI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M_U3OZjmHfc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sZ6fVinhlM8
http://www.sleepyclasses.com


T.me/SleepyClasses

2. ‘Nothing can escape from blackhole’,this statement often seen in news, which among the following 

can justify this statement:  

1. Escape velocity of blackhole is higher than speed of light.  

2. No object can travel faster than speed of light  

Select the correct answer code:  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. None of the above  

Answer: C 

Explanation 

Nothing Can Escape From Blackhole 

 

3. Ultima Thule , recently seen in news, is located in  

A. Asteroid belt  

B. Kuiper belt  

C. Oort cloud  

D. None of the above  

Answer: B 
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Explanation  

 

4. Consider the following statements in context to Lagrange points 

1. It is a point where gravitational pull of two large masses precisely equals the centripetal force 

required for a small object to move with them  

2. The spacecraft in these points consume huge amount of fuel to remain in same position.  

Select the correct answer code: 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. None of the above  
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Answer: A 

Explanation 

Langrange Points  

• are positions in space where objects sent there tend to stay put. At Lagrange points, the gravitational 

pull of two large masses precisely equals the centripetal force required for a small object to move 

with them.  

• This mathematical problem, known as the General Three-Body Problem  

5. Creation of ‘Artificial gravity’ is a new field of interest, the concept is specifically based upon  

A. Attraction of earth  

B. Centrifugal force  

C. Centripetal force  

D. Revolution of earth  

Answer: B 

Explanation  

Artificial Gravity  

• A team from the University of Colorado is working on making a device which could create artificial 

gravity in space  

• Artificial gravity is a force that simulates the effect of gravity in a 

spaceship.  

• It is not caused by the attraction to the Earth but is instead caused by 

acceleration or centrifugal force.  

• Artificial gravity or rotational gravity, is thus the appearance of a 

centrifugal force in a rotating frame of reference.  
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6. Consider the following statements in context to gluten  

1. It makes the dough elastic and gives bread the ability to rise during baking  

2. Gluten free diet can give huge boost to the performance of athletes  

Select the correct answer code:  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. None of the above 

Answer: A 

Explanation  

• Gluten is a family of proteins found in grains, including wheat, rye, spelt, and barley.Of the gluten-

containing grains, wheat is by far the most common.  

• The two main proteins in gluten are glutenin and gliadin.  

✓Gliadin is responsible for most of the adverse health effects of gluten  

✓When flour mixes with water, the gluten proteins form a sticky network that has a glue-like 

consistency.  

✓This glue-like property makes the dough elastic and gives bread the ability to rise during baking. It 

also provides a chewy, satisfying texture.  

• Technology for Extraction of Gluten from Wheat Dough (ICAR)  

✓Bajra, maize, jowar (sorghum), ragi and other millets contain comparable levels of protein and more 

vitamins, minerals, crude fibre and other nutrients than wheat. But they don’t have any gluten 

proteins, which results in poor dough quality.  
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7. Consider the following statements in context to Artificial sweetners  

1. Consumption of Artificial sweetners can cause side effects like cancer  

2. They are safe choice for people with diabetes as they are less sweeter than natural sugar.  

3. Recently FSSAI banned artificial sweetners in foods products  

Select the correct answer code:  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 and 3 only  

C. 1 and 3 only  

D. All of the above  

Answer: A 

Explanation  

• Natural sweeteners like sucrose and fructose give sweetness to a substance, but they also contain 

calories which can be harmful to humans when taken in extra quantity.  

• Artificial sweeteners are substances that are used as substitutes for natural sugar (sucrose), they 

contain low calories. They are many times sweeter than regular sugar, so they are also referred to as 

intense sweeteners  

• Saccharin: It was discovered in 1879 and is considered as the oldest non-nutritive sweetener. Sucrose 

is about 300 times less sweet than saccharin, but it has a bitter aftertaste. 

• Aspartame: In 1879 Aspartame was discovered and it was found that it is approximately 200 times 

sweeter than sugar  

• Acesulfame potassium 

✓Acesulfame is often used in combination with other sweeteners and is approximately 200 times 

sweeter than table sugar 

• Sucralose 

✓It is approximately 600 times sweeter than table suga 

• Neotame 

✓It is 7,000 to 13,000 times sweeter than table sugar and is 30 to 60 times sweeter than aspartame 

• Other 

✓Isomaltulose  
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8. Consider the following statements in context to LDL(Low density lipoprotein) and HDL (High 

density lipoprotein) 

1. Trans fats decreases LDL and increases HDL in body 

2. HDL is a bad cholesterol whereas LDL is a good cholesterol. 

Select the correct answer code: 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. None of the above  

Answer: D 

Explanation  

 

9. Consider the following statements in context to pasteurized milk. 

1. It is a process of heating milk to a certain temperature before it’s quickly cooled back to its 
original temperature 

2. It extend shelf life of product as it kills all bacteria in the raw milk. 

Select the correct answer code: 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C.  Both 1 and 2 

D. None of the above  

Answer: A 
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Explanation 

10.Consider the following statements 

1. Bio-fortification increases the nutritional value of foods by adding trace amounts of 

micronutrients to foods during processing  

2. Golden rice obtained through bio-fortification of Beta carotene  

Select the correct answer code: 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. None of the above  

Answer: B 

Explanation 

• Bio-fortification has the increased nutritional micronutrient content embedded in the crop being 

grown. 

• Food fortification increases the nutritional value of foods by adding trace amounts of micronutrients 

to foods during processing.  
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11.Human settlement on Mars on a long-term basis poses several challenges . Which among the 

following is/are correct in this context. 

1. Blood capillaries in the body would burst open causing internal bleeding 

2.  Microgravity on mars will increases red blood cell count. 

3. Developing foetus is likely to sit low in the mother’s womb 

Select the correct answer using codes Codes given below

A. 1 only 

B. 1 and 2 only 

C. 2 and 3 only 

D. 1 and 3 only  

Answer: A 

Explanation  

Sustaining Life on Mars  

• Lack of oxygen  

✓Since the atmosphere does not contain oxygen, breathing becomes impossible, without the aid of 

oxygen cylinders  
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✓Due to the low atmospheric pressure, blood capillaries in the body would burst open causing 

internal bleeding  

Absence of magnetic field  

• In the absence of a magnetic field, humans on Mars would be exposed to high levels of harmful 

ionizing radiations.  

• Continuous exposure to high levels of radiation leads to many health problems like cataract, cancer, 

gene mutations, and more.  

Gravity  

• Microgravity of space leads to loss of bone density and muscle mass resulting in osteopenia and 

fractures.  

• Another problem is that while on Earth the human heart has to pump against gravity, in space, it does 

not have to do that. So it weakens with time leading to cardiac problems, low red blood cells, 

immunodeficiency, etc.  

• Microgravity in space also affects eyeball movement and brain affecting a person’s sense of balance 

and body orientation.  

• The severity of these problems at the reduced gravity of Mars is not known.  

• On Earth, the entire developing foetus – its bone, muscle, circulation system –  

• all work against gravity. In the low gravity of Mars, the developing foetus is likely to sit high up in the 

mother’s womb, pressing on the lungs and making it difficult for her to breathe.  

Soil  

• Martian soil, called regolith, is known to contain high levels of chemicals such as sulphates and 

perchlorates. Plants incorporating these chemicals are known to be harmful to humans if consumed.  

12.Consider the following statements  

1. Once a plant gets infected by a virus there is no way to cure that plant  

2. Plants do not have an antibody mediated immune response system like animals and humans.  

Select the correct answer using codes given below:  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. None of the above  

Answer: C 

Explanation  
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13.Consider the following statements 

1. Human Cells contain machinery that duplicates DNA into DNA or RNA 

2.  Human cells can write RNA sequences into DNA 

Select the correct answer using codes given below: 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. None of the above  

Answer: C 

Explanation  

www.sleepyclasses.com 

Call 6280133177
Available on App store 

 and Play Store  101

http://www.sleepyclasses.com
http://T.me/SleepyClasses


T.me/SleepyClasses

14.Consider the following statements in context to electronic skin 

1. It can be customized to spot symptoms of the coronavirus SARS-CoV-2. 

2. As compared to other devices e skin does not require a battery 

Select the correct answer using codes given below: 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C.  Both 1 and 2 

D. None of the above  

Answer: C 

Explanation  
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15.Consider the following statements in context to Carbon nanotubes  

1. CNT consist of rolled-up sheets of single-layer carbon atoms  

2. The rolling-up direction of the graphene layers determines the electrical properties of the 

nanotubes  

3. As CNT are highly biodegradable, their adverse impact on environment is less.  

Select the correct answer using codes given below 

A. 1 and 2 only  

B. 2 and 3 only  

C. 1 and 3 only  

D. All of the above  

Answer: A 
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7. International Relations 
To watch the following questions on YouTube, click on the links given below 

• Video 1 

• Video 2 

1. Sea of Marmara connects which of the following  

A. Black sea and Mediterranean Sea 

B. Aegean Sea and Mediterranean Sea 

C. Black sea and Aegean Sea  

D. Sea of Azov and Mediterranean Sea  

Answer: C 

Explanation  

• T h e r e h a s b e e n g r o w i n g 

environmental concern in Turkey 

over the accumulation of ‘sea snot’, a 

slimy layer of grey or green sludge in 

the country’s seas, which can cause 

considerable damage to the marine 

ecosystem.  

• Turkey’s Sea of Marmara, that 

connects the Black Sea to the Aegean 

Sea, has witnessed the largest 

outbreak of ‘sea snot’.  

• The sludge has also been spotted in 

the adjoining Black and Aegean seas.  

2. Which of the following statements about Permanent Structured Cooperation (PESCO) are correct?  

1. Members of PESCO are also the members of NATO.  

2. PESCO has its roots in treaty of Lisbon 2009.  

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: C 
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Explanation  

• Context: The European Union recently allowed Norway, Canada and United States to participate in 

Permanent Structured Cooperation (PESCO) defence initiative.  

• This is the for the first time that the European bloc has allowed a third state to participate in the 

PESCO project.  

• The countries will now participate in the Military Mobility Project in Europe.  

• PESCO is a part of the European Union security and defence policy.  

• It was introduced based on the Treaty of European Union introduced by Treaty of Lisbon in 2009.  

• Around four-fifths of the PESCO members are also NATO members.  

• The United States had time and again raised concerns about PESCO several times as it fears loss of 

influence in Europe.  

Military Mobility Project  

• It is to aid the free movement of military 

units in the European Union through 

improvement of infrastructure and 

removal of bureaucratic barriers.  

• It mainly revolves around two areas 

namely bureaucratic barriers (like 

passport checks) and requirement of 

advance notice.  

• During NATO emergency, the troops can 

move freely and fastly. However, during 

peacetime, advance notice is required.  

• In November 2020, the European Union 

allowed non-EU members to participate in PESCO. Following this, Canada, US and Norway had 

requested to participate in PESCO.  

• Four of the states in European Union declare themselves as neutral. They are Austria, Ireland, Finland 

and Sweden.  

3. Formosa strait lies between which of the following  

A. Philippines and Brunei 

B. Malaysia and Singapore  

C. China and Hong Kong  

D. China and Taiwan  

Answer: C 

Explanation 
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• The Taiwan Strait, also known as the Formosa Strait, separates Taiwan and mainland China.  

• The strait is currently part of the South China Sea and connects to the East China Sea to the north.  
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• The entire strait is on Asia’s continental shelf  

4. Which of the following recently became the first country to formally adopt Bitcoin as legal tender?  

A. El Salvador  

B. Singapore  

C. Venezuela  

D. None of the above  

Answer: A 

Explanation  

• El Salvador officially recognised bitcoin as legal tender, making the Central American nation the first 

in the world to do so.  

• El Salvador also announced that people who invest in bitcoin there will get the country's citizenship.  

5. Which of the following statement about Mount Nyiragongo, recently heard in news are correct ?  

1. It is located in Gabon 

2. It is located inside Virunga National Park  

3. It is a part of Albertine rift valley region.  

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. All of the above  

Answer: B 

Explanation  

• Context: Congo’s Mount Nyiragongo volcano 

erupted.  

• Mount Nyiragongo is an active stratovolcano 

with an elevation of 3,470 m in the Virunga 

Mountains associated with the Albertine Rift.  

• It is located inside Virunga National Park, in the 

Democratic Republic of the Congo.  

• Nyiragongo and nearby Nyamuragira are 

together responsible for 40 percent of Africa’s 

historical volcanic eruptions. 
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6. In the Indian context, what is the implication of ratifying the ‘Additional Protocol’ with the 

‘International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)’ ? 

A. The civilian nuclear reactors come under IAEA safeguards.  

B. The military nuclear installations come under the inspection of IAEA.  

C. The country will have the privilege to buy uranium from the Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG).  

D. The country automatically becomes a member of the NSG.  

Answer: A 

Explanation  

• India signed the comprehensive safeguards agreement (CSA) with the IAEA on February 02, 2009, 

which entered into force on May 11, 2009. India signed the Additional Protocol (AP) to the IAEA 

safeguards agreement on May 15, 2009, which entered into force from July 25, 2014.  

• The AP is an important tool of the IAEA, over and above the provisions of the CSA’s, to verify the 

exclusively peaceful nature of a country’s nuclear programme.  

• By ratifying it way back in 2014, India’s non-proliferation credentials have been further strengthened  

7. “Rule of Law Index” is released by which of the following ? 

A. Amnesty International 

B. International Court of Justice 

C. The Office of UN Commissioner for Human Rights  

D. World Justice Project  

Answer: D 

Explanation  

• The World Justice Project Rule of Law Index® is the world’s leading source for original, independent 

data on the rule of law.  

• Featuring primary data, the WJP Rule of Law Index measures countries' rule of law performance 

across eight factors: Constraints on Government Powers, Absence of Corruption, Open Government, 

Fundamental Rights, Order and Security, Regulatory Enforcement, Civil Justice, and Criminal Justice.  

8. Which of the following statements about Gulf of Berberaare correct?  

1. It lies near the Horn of Africa.  

 108
Available on App store 

 and Play Store
www.sleepyclasses.com 

Call 6280133177 

http://www.sleepyclasses.com
http://T.me/SleepyClasses


T.me/SleepyClasses
 

2.  It connects to the Red Sea via the Bab-el-Mandeb strait.  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C.  Both 1 and 2  

D.  Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: C 

Explanation  

• Context: Maiden Indian Navy – 

European Union Naval Force 

(EUNAVFOR) Exercise was held 

in Gulf Of Aden. 

• The Indian Naval Ship Trikand, 

mission deployed for Anti-Piracy 

Operations, is participating in 

the maiden IN – EUNAVFOR 

Joint Naval Exercise in the Gulf 

of Aden.  

• EUNAVFOR and the Indian Navy 

converge on multiple issues 

i n c l u d i n g c o u n t e r - p i r a c y 

operations and protection of 

vessels deployed under the 

charter of the World Food 

Programme (UN WFP).  

• Indian Navy and EUNAVFOR 

also have regular interaction through SHADE (Shared Awareness and De-confliction) meetings held 

annually in Bahrain.  

9. Which of the following statements are correct about Tax Inspectors Without Borders (TIWB) 

programme?  

1. It is a joint initiative of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the 

Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD).  

2. India recently pulled of the programme due to Corporate tax issues.  

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2 
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Answer: A 

Explanation  

• The Tax Inspectors Without Borders (TIWB), a joint initiative of the United Nations Development 

Programme (UNDP) and Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), was 

launched in Bhutan. 

• India is chosen as the partner jurisdiction and will provide tax experts for this programme.  

• India will help Bhutan strengthen the tax administration by sharing technical know-how, skills and 

best audit practices with its tax auditors.  

• This programme is expected to be of about 24 months and the focus will be in the area of 

International Taxation and Transfer Pricing.  

10.Which amongst the following is the first country to ratify International Solar Alliance Framework 

Agreement (ISA FA) after amendments in the ISA FA entered into force on January 8, 2021? 

A. France 

B. Denmark  

C. Spain 

D. Bangladesh  

Answer: B 

Explanation  

• Denmark has become the first 

country to ratify International Solar 

Alliance Framework Agreement 

(ISA FA) after amendments in the 

ISA FA entered into force on 

January 8, 2021.  

• ISA is an alliance of over 120 

countries initiated by India, most of 

them being sunshine countries 

which lie either completely or partly 

between the Tropic of Cancer and 

the Tropic of Capricorn.  
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