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1. Geography 
Click here to watch the following questions on YouTube 

1. Identify the option that associated with “Decade Volcanoes “ :  

1. These are the volcanoes which are being as being of worthy of particular study in light of their 

history of large ,destructive eruptions and proximity to densely populated areas . 

2. They are named Decade Volcanoes because the project was initiated in the 1990s as part of the 

United Nations–sponsored International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction. 

A. Only 1 

B. Only 2 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• The Decade Volcanoes are 16 volcanoes identified by the International Association of Volcanology 

and Chemistry of the Earth's Interior (IAVCEI) as being worthy of particular study in light of their 

history of large, destructive eruptions and proximity to densely populated areas.  

• They are named Decade Volcanoes because the project was initiated in the 1990s as part of the 

United Nations–sponsored International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction.  

• A volcano may be designated a Decade Volcano if it exhibits more than one volcanic hazard (people 

living near the Decade Volcanoes may experience tephra fall, pyroclastic flows, lava flows, lahars, 

volcanic edifice instability and lava dome collapse); shows recent geological activity; is located in a 

densely populated area (eruptions at any of the Decade Volcanoes may threaten tens or hundreds of 

thousands of people, and therefore mitigating eruption hazards at these volcanoes is crucial); is 

politically and physically accessible for study; and there is local support for the work.  

2. Which of the following is geographically closest to Great Nicobar ? 

A. Sumatra  

B. Borneo  

C. Java 

D. Sri Lanka  

Answer: A 

Explanation 
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Additional Info 

• The eastern half of the island is the major land mass of the 

independent state of Papua New Guinea.  

• The western half, known as Western New Guinea or West 

Papua,forms a part of Indonesia and is organized as the 

provinces of Papua and West Papua.  
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Borneo 

• The island is politically divided among three countries: Malaysia and Brunei in the north, and 

Indonesia to the south. 

• It is the only island in the world to be politically administered by three countries at a time. 
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Timor 

• The island is divided between the sovereign states of East Timor on the eastern part and Indonesia on 

the western part. 
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3. Arrange the national parks from North to South: 

1. Shivpuri National Park 

2. Tadoba National Park 

3. Dudhwa National Park 

4. Silent Valley National Park  

A. 1, 2, 3, 4  

B. 3, 1, 2, 4  

C. 2, 3, 1, 4  

D. 4, 3, 2, 1  

Answer: B 

Explanation  
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4. Recently , Salda Lake has been called ‘Mars on Earth’. It is located in :  

A. Turkey  

B. Israel  

C. Iran 

D.  Iraq  

Answer: A 

Explanation  

• Lake Salda is a mid-size crater lake.  

• NASA says the minerals and rock deposits at Salda are the nearest match on earth to those around 

the Jezero Crater - Mars - where the spacecraft landed and which is believed to have once been 

flooded with water.  
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5. Which of the following is matched incorrectly? 

1. Mount Nyirangongo : Democratic Republic of Congo  

2. Mount Merapi : Indonesia 

3. Taal Volcano :Philippines 

A. Only 1 

B. Only 2 

C. Only 3 

D. None of the above  

Answer: D 

Explanation  

Decade Volcano
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2. Polity & Governance 
Click here to watch the following questions on YouTube 

1. Which one of the following Schedules of the Constitution of India contains provisions regarding 

anti-defection ? (2014) 

A. Second Schedule  

B. Fifth Schedule  

C. Eighth Schedule 

D. Tenth Schedule  

Answer: D 

Explanation  

Type- Factual Question  

Difficulty level- Easy  

• The 10th schedule of the Indian Constitution contains provisions concerning disqualification of 

Members of Parliament and State Legislatures on grounds of defection.  

• This Schedule was added by the 52nd Amendment in 1985, and is called the anti-defection law.  

• This law was enacted to address the perceived problem of instability caused by democratically 

elected legislators in India's Parliamentary System of Government shifting allegiance from the parties 

they supported at the time of election, or disobeying their parties' decisions at critical times such as 

during voting on an important resolution.  

2. The main advantage of the parliamentary form of governments is that (2017)  

A. The executive and legislature work independently 

B.  Tt provides continuity of policy and is more efficient  

C. The executive remains responsible to the legislature  

D. The head of the government cannot be changed without election  

Answer: C 

Explanation  

Type- Conceptual Question  

Difficulty level- Medium  

• The Constitution of India provides Parliamentary form of government both at the Centre (Articles 74 

and 75) and at the state level (Articles 163 and 164).  

• The primary difference between Parliamentary and Presidential forms of government depends on the 

relationship between the executive and legislature.  
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• In the Parliamentary form of government the executive is responsible to the legislature and depends 

on it to stay in power. This was one of the primary reasons for makers of Indian Constitution to 

choose the Parliamentary form of government.  

• On the other hand, in the Presidential form the executive is constitutionally independent of 

legislature wrt its term and not responsible to it.  

3. Consider the following statements : A Constitutional Government is one which – (2014) 

1. Places effective restrictions on individual liberty in the interest of State Authority.  

2. Places effective restrictions on the Authority of the State in the interest of individual liberty. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: B 

Explanation  

Type- Conceptual  

Difficulty level- Medium  

• A Constitutional form of government rather than being dependent on the presence of a written 

government is related to the presence of consent based, limited form of government.  

• In a constitutional government the government in power is elected by the citizens by means of free 

and fair elections. Importantly, the government’s power is limited by having a fixed tenure and also 

appropriate checks and balances.  

• For example in India we have a written Constitution, Fundamental Rights, independent Judiciary with 

power of judicial review to limit the powers of the government. Similar is the case with countries like 

U.K, U.S.A, Canada etc.  

4. The Parliament can make any law for whole or any part of India for implementing International 

treaties(2013) 

A. with the consent of all the States  

B. with the consent of the majority of States 

C.  with the consent of the States concerned 

D. without the consent of any State  

Answer: D 

Explanation  
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Type- Factual+ Conceptual  

Difficulty level: Medium  

• The Indian Constitution provides for instances when the Centre can legislate in matters even in the 

state list. One of these instances is that with regard to implementation of international treaties.  

• The Parliament can make laws on even matters in the state list without seeking their consent for 

implementing international treaties, agreements and conventions. This provision enables the central 

government to fulfil its international commitments and obligations.  

5. Consider the following statements: (2017)With reference to the Constitution of India, the Directive 

Principles of State Policy constitute limitations upon 

1. legislative function 

2. executive function. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: D 

Explanation  

Type- Conceptual  

Difficulty level- Difficult  

• Directive Principles of State Policy embodies in Part IV of the Indian Constitution seek to provide for 

social and economic democracy in the country, thereby creating a welfare state.  

• Article 37 of the Indian Constitution states that these principles are fundamental in the governance 

of the country and that “it shall be the duty of the State to apply these principles in making laws”.  

• Though these Directives are not enforceable by the Courts, yet these principles have been declared 

to be fundamental In the governance of the country and a Government which rests on popular vote 

can hardly ignore them, while shaping its polity.  

• However, because they are merely guidelines and not justiciable, they impose a limitation neither on 

the legislature nor the executive.  
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3. Economy 
Click here to watch the following questions on YouTube 

1. Consider the following statements in context to GST Council:  

1. It is a constitutional body chaired by Prime Minister.  

2. The vote of the Central Government shall have a weightage of 50% of the total votes cast.  

3. It is a federal body where both the Centre and the states get due representation.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 and 2 only  

B. 2 and 3 only  

C. 3 only 

D. All of the above  

Answer: C 

Explanation 

• Goods & Services Tax Council is a constitutional body for making recommendations to the Union and 

State Government on issues related to Goods and Service Tax. 

• The GST Council is chaired by the Union Finance Minister and other members are the Union State 

Minister of Revenue or Finance and Ministers in-charge of Finance or Taxation of all the States.  

• It is considered as a federal body where both the centre and the states get due representation.  

• Every decision of the Goods and Services Tax Council shall be taken at a meeting by a majority of not 

less than three-fourths of the weighted votes of the members present and voting, in accordance with 

the following principles, namely:  

• The vote of the Central Government shall have a weightage of one third of the total votes cast, and  

• The votes of all the State Governments taken together shall have a weightage of two-thirds of the 

total votes cast, in that meeting.  

2. Which of the following are parameters used to measure score of Ease of Doing Business? 

1. Getting credit 

2. Employing workers 

3. Paying taxes 

4. Law and order 

5. Contract enforcement

Select the correct code: 

 12
Available on App store 

 and Play Store
www.sleepyclasses.com 

Call 6280133177 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TWjTaToWKik
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7K3Vc2HCpPE&t=620s
http://T.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com


T.me/SleepyClasses

A.  1, 2 and 4 

B. 1, 3 and 5 

C. 2, 3, 4 and 5  

D. 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

Answer: B 

Explnation  

• Statement 2 is incorrect. Ease of Doing Business Index 2020 considered two new parameters, 

employing workers and contracting with the government but these are not included in the score and 

rankings. 

• Statement 4 is incorrect. It is not a parameter. Statement 1, 3 and 5 are correct.

Ease of Doing Business Index, 2020 

• India was placed at 63rd position out of 190 countries.  

• New Zealand retained its 1st position whereas Somalia ranked at 190th position.  

• India’s ranking improved basically on four parameters:  

• Starting a Business- India made starting a business easier by fully integrating multiple application 

forms into a general incorporation form.  

• Dealing with Construction Permits- For example, building a warehouse cost around 4% of the 

warehouse value as compared to 5.7% in the previous year.  

• Trading across Borders- with a single electronic platform- improved electronic submission methods 

for documents and upgrades to port infrastructure, import and export process became easier.  

• Resolving Insolvency- Recovery rate under resolving insolvency has improved significantly from 

26.5% to 71.6%. Also, the time taken for resolving insolvency has also come down significantly from 

4.3 years to 1.6 years.  

• India continues to maintain its first position among South Asian countries. It was 6th (in 2014).  

• The World Bank will now include Kolkata and Bengaluru, besides Delhi and Mumbai, for preparing 

ease of doing business report, in order to provide a holistic picture of the business environment of the 

country.  

• The report measures the performance of countries across 10 different parameters namely-  

✓Starting a Business, 

✓Dealing with Construction permits, ◦ Electricity availability, 

✓Property registration, 

✓Credit availability, 

✓Protecting minority Investors, 

✓Paying Taxes, 
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✓Trading across borders, 

✓Contracts enforcement, and 

✓Resolving Insolvency.  

3. TAMRA Portal is launched in order 

A. To monitor purchase and sell of coal. 

B. To ensure transparent mining clearance. 

C. To promote the use of copper in medicine.  

D. To sell handcrafted copper utensils.  

Answer: B 

Explanation  

• TAMRA - Transparency, Auction Monitoring and Resource Augmentation.  

• Launched by Ministry of Mines in 2017.  

• It was recently simultaneously launched across 12 mineral rich states.  

• To do legal mining, entrepreneur has to obtain approvals and participate in the mining block auctions.  

• It will be interactive platform for all stakeholders.  

• TAMRA covers block, state, and mineral wise information of the blocks to be auctioned.  

4. Consider the following with reference to Export Preparedness Index, 2020:  

1. It is the first report to examine export preparedness and performance of Indian states.  

2. It was released by NITI Aayog.  

3. The index ranked states on four key parameters – policy; business ecosystem; export ecosystem; 

export performance.  

4. Haryana was the best performing state.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct?  

A. 1, 2 and 3  

B. 2, 3 and 4  

C. 2 and 3 only  

D. 1, 2 and 4 only  

Answer: A 

Explanation  
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• Statement 1, 2 and 3 are correct while statement 4 is incorrect as Gujarat was the best performing 

state and not Haryana.  

• NITI Aayog in partnership with the Institute of Competitiveness has released the Export 

Preparedness Index (EPI) 2020.  

• EPI is the first report to examine export preparedness and performance of Indian states.  

How were states ranked?  

• The index ranked states on four key parameters – policy; business ecosystem; export ecosystem; 

export performance.  

• The index also took into consideration 11 sub-pillars -- export promotion policy; institutional 

framework; business environment; infrastructure; transport connectivity; access to finance; export 

infrastructure; trade support; R&D infrastructure; export diversification; and growth orientation.  

Highlights of the report

• Top 3 states: Gujarat, Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu.  

• Among the landlocked states, Rajasthan has performed the best, followed by Telangana and Haryana.  

• Among the Himalayan states, Uttarakhand topped the chart, followed by Tripura and Himachal 

Pradesh.  

• Across Union Territories/ City States, Delhi has performed the best, followed by Goa and Chandigarh.  

• On policy parameters, Maharashtra topped the index followed by Gujarat and Jharkhand.  

• On business ecosystem parameter, Gujarat was ranked number one followed by Delhi and Tamil 

Nadu.  

• In the export ecosystem parameter, Maharashtra topped the Index followed by Odisha and Rajasthan.  

• At present, 70 per cent of India’s export has been dominated by five states – Maharashtra, Gujarat, 

Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and Telangana.  

5. Consider the following statements with respect to Logistics Performance Index.  

1. The Logistics Performance Index is reported by the IMF in every 3 years.  

2. India’s ranking has jumped from 35th in 2014 to 26th in the LPI 2018.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct?  

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. None of the above  

Answer: D  

Explanation  
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• Both statements are incorrect. The Logistics Performance Index is reported by the World Bank in 

every two years. India ranked 44th in the Logistics Performance Index 2018.  

• The Logistics Performance Index (LPI) is an interactive benchmarking tool created by the World Bank 

to help countries identify the challenges and opportunities they face in their performance on trade 

logistics and what they can do to improve their performance.  

• It is the weighted average of the country scores on six key dimensions: customs performance, 

infrastructure quality, ease of arranging shipments, logistics services quality, consignments tracking 

and tracing and timeliness of shipments.  

• This measure indicates the relative ease and efficiency with which products can be moved into and 

inside a country.  

• The Logistics Performance Index is reported by the World Bank in every two years. The LPI is based 

on a worldwide survey of stakeholders on the ground providing feedback on the logistics 

"friendliness" of the countries in which they operate and those with which they trade.  

• They combine in-depth knowledge of the countries in which they operate with informed qualitative 

assessments of other countries where they trade and have experience of global logistics environment.  

• India ranked 44 in the World Bank’s Logistics Performance Index 2018. Logistics sector will play a key 

role in enhancing the competitiveness of Indian goods in the global markets.  
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4. Environment 
Click here to watch the following questions on YouTube 

1. If a particular plant species is placed under Schedule VI of The Wildlife Protection Act, 1972, 

what is the implication? (2020) 

A.  A license is required to cultivate that plant.  

B. Such a plant cannot be cultivated under any circumstances.  

C. It is a Genetically Modified crop plant. 

D. Such a plant is invasive and harmful to the ecosystem.  

Answer: A 

Explanation  

• The WPA - 1972 is an Act of the Parliament of India enacted for the protection of plants and animal 

species.  

• All the animals in Schedule I of the Wildlife Protection Act are granted protection from poaching, 

killing, trade etc. Those committing crimes under this Act are liable to be punished with the severest 

punishment under Indian Law for such crimes.  

• There are Six Schedules in this act which is divided into eight chapters. These Schedules gives 

different standard of protection.  

• Species that are listed in Schedule I and part II of Schedule II get absolute protection. Offences under 

these are prescribed the highest penalties.  

• Species that are listed in Schedule III and Schedule IV are also protected, but the penalties are 

comparatively much lower.  

• Schedule V includes the animals which can be hunted.  

• Placement in Schedule VI provides for regulation in cultivation of a specified plant and restricts its 

possession, sale and transportation. Both cultivation and trade of specified plants can only be carried 

out with prior permission of competent authority(Chief Wildlife Warden). 

2. Which of the following is/are the possible consequence/s of heavy sand mining in riverbeds?  

1. Decreased salinity in the river  

2. Pollution of groundwater 

3. Lowering of the water-table  

Select the correct answer using the code given below:  

A. 1 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 
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C. 1 and 3 only  

D. 1, 2 and 3  

Answer: B 

Explanation  

• Excessive instream sand-and-gravel mining causes  

✓degradation of river  

✓bank erosion  

✓threat to bridges, river banks and nearby structures  

✓affects the adjoining groundwater system  

✓destruction of aquatic and riparian habitat through large changes in the channel morphology.  

✓deepening of rivers and estuaries, and the enlargement of river mouths and coastal inlets which 

may also lead to saline-water intrusion from the nearby sea.  

✓bed degradation, bed coarsening, lowered water tables near the streambed, and channel instability.  

✓The effect of mining is compounded by the effect of sea level rise. Any volume of sand exported 

from streambeds and coastal areas is a loss to the system.  

✓extra vehicle traffic, which negatively impairs the environment.  

3. Consider the following statements:  

1. Asiatic lion naturally found in India only  

2. Double-humped camel is naturally found in India only  

3. One-horned rhinoceros is naturally found in India only (2019)  

Which one of the statement given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. 1 and 3 only  

D. 1, 2 and 3  

Answer: A 

Explanation  

Asiatic lion  

• Scientific Name: Panthera leo persica  

• Population: 523  
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• Status: Listed in Schedule I of Wildlife (Protection) Act 1972, in Appendix I of CITES and as 

Endangered on IUCN Red List  

• The current population of these big cats now consists of one isolated population in the Gir Forest 

Preserve of Gujurat in northwestern India.  

Double-humped Camels  

• Besides India, double-humped camels are found throughout the highlands of central Asia from 

Turkistan to Mongolia and their total population is around 20 million.  

One-horned Rhinoceros  

• The recovery of the greater one-horned rhino is among the greatest conservation success stories in 

Asia. Thanks to strict protection and management from Indian and Nepalese wildlife authorities, the 

greater one-horned rhino was brought back from the brink.  

• Today populations have increased to around 3,700 rhinos in northeastern India and the Terai 

grasslands of Nepal.  

• Javan rhinoceros, (Rhinoceros sondaicus), also called lesser one-horned rhinoceros, one of three 

Asian species of rhinoceroses, found only on the island of Java in Indonesia. 

4. With reference to India’s Desert National Park, which of the following statements are correct? 

(2020)  

1. It is spread over two districts.  

2. There is no human habitation inside the Park.  

3. It is one of the natural habitats of the Great Indian Bustard.  

Select the correct answer using the code given below.  

A. 1 and 2 only  

B. 2 und 3 only  

C. 1 and 3 only  

D. 1, 2 and 3  

Answer: C 

Explanation  

• Desert National Park is a national park situated in the Indian state of Rajasthan, near the towns of 

Jaisalmer and Barmer. This is one of the largest national parks.  

• It is only place where Rajasthan State Bird (Great Indian Bustard), State animal (Chinkara) and State 

tree (Khejri) and State flower (Rohida) are found naturally.  

• Today, population of Great Indian Bustard is confined mostly to Rajasthan and Gujarat. Small 

population occur in Maharashtra, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh.  
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• No human activity is permitted inside the national park except for the ones permitted by the Chief 

Wildlife Warden of the state. However, the human population within the DNP is low (4-5 persons per 

km2). There are 73 villages and also settlements or Dhanis existing within the Park.  

5. Which of the following are the reasons/factors for exposure to benzene pollution ?  

1. Automobile exhaust  

2. Tobacco smoke  

3. Wood burning  

4. Using varnished wooden furniture  

5. Using products made of polyurethane  

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

A. 1, 2 and 3 only  

B. 2 and 4 only  

C. 1, 3 and 4 only  

D. 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5  

Answer: D 

Explanation 

• Benzene is formed from both natural processes and human activities. Natural sources of benzene 

include volcanoes and forest fires. Benzene is also a natural part of crude oil, gasoline, and cigarette 

smoke.  

• Some industries use benzene to make other chemicals that are used to make plastics, resins, and 

nylon and synthetic fibers. Benzene is also used to make some types of lubricants, rubbers, dyes, 

detergents, drugs, and pesticides.  

Exposure to Benzene  

• Outdoor air contains low levels of benzene from tobacco smoke, gas stations, motor vehicle exhaust, 

and industrial emissions.  

• Indoor air generally contains levels of benzene higher than those in outdoor air. The benzene in 

indoor air comes from products that contain benzene such as glues, paints, furniture wax, and 

detergents.  

• The air around hazardous waste sites or gas stations can contain higher levels of benzene than in 

other areas.  

• Benzene leaks from underground storage tanks or from hazardous waste sites containing benzene 

can contaminate well water.  

• People working in industries that make or use benzene may be exposed to the highest levels of it.  

•  A major source of benzene exposure is tobacco smoke.  
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5. Science & Technology 
Click here to watch the following questions on YouTube 

1. Human settlement on Mars on a long-term basis poses several challenges . Which among the 

following is/are correct in this context. 

1. Blood capillaries in the body would burst open causing internal bleeding 

2.  Microgravity on mars will increases red blood cell count. 

3. Developing foetus is likely to sit low in the mother’s womb 

Select the correct answer using codes Codes given below

A. 1 only 

B. 1 and 2 only 

C. 2 and 3 only 

D. 1 and 3 only  

Answer: A 

Explanation  

Sustaining Life on Mars  

• Lack of oxygen  

✓Since the atmosphere does not contain oxygen, breathing becomes impossible, without the aid of 

oxygen cylinders  

✓Due to the low atmospheric pressure, blood capillaries in the body would burst open causing 

internal bleeding  

Absence of magnetic field  

• In the absence of a magnetic field, humans on Mars would be exposed to high levels of harmful 

ionizing radiations.  

• Continuous exposure to high levels of radiation leads to many health problems like cataract, cancer, 

gene mutations, and more.  

Gravity  

• Microgravity of space leads to loss of bone density and muscle mass resulting in osteopenia and 

fractures.  

• Another problem is that while on Earth the human heart has to pump against gravity, in space, it does 

not have to do that. So it weakens with time leading to cardiac problems, low red blood cells, 

immunodeficiency, etc.  

• Microgravity in space also affects eyeball movement and brain affecting a person’s sense of balance 

and body orientation.  
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• The severity of these problems at the reduced gravity of Mars is not known.  

• On Earth, the entire developing foetus – its bone, muscle, circulation system –  

• all work against gravity. In the low gravity of Mars, the developing foetus is likely to sit high up in the 

mother’s womb, pressing on the lungs and making it difficult for her to breathe.  

Soil  

• Martian soil, called regolith, is known to contain high levels of chemicals such as sulphates and 

perchlorates. Plants incorporating these chemicals are known to be harmful to humans if consumed.  

2. Consider the following statements  

1. Once a plant gets infected by a virus there is no way to cure that plant  

2. Plants do not have an antibody mediated immune response system like animals and humans.  

Select the correct answer using codes given below:  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. None of the above  

Answer: C 

Explanation  
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3. Consider the following statements 

1. Human Cells contain machinery that duplicates DNA into DNA or RNA 

2.  Human cells can write RNA sequences into DNA 

Select the correct answer using codes given below: 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. None of the above  

Answer: C 

Explanation  

 
4. Consider the following statements in context to electronic skin 

1. It can be customized to spot symptoms of the coronavirus SARS-CoV-2. 

2. As compared to other devices e skin does not require a battery 

Select the correct answer using codes given below: 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C.  Both 1 and 2 

D. None of the above  

Answer: C 

Explanation  
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5. Consider the following statements in context to Carbon nanotubes  

1. CNT consist of rolled-up sheets of single-layer carbon atoms  

2. The rolling-up direction of the graphene layers determines the electrical properties of the 

nanotubes  

3. As CNT are highly biodegradable, their adverse impact on environment is less.  

Select the correct answer using codes given below 

A. 1 and 2 only  

B. 2 and 3 only  

C. 1 and 3 only  

D. All of the above  

Answer: A 
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