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1. Geography
Places in News
China

Ningbo Port
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Suez Canal
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Port Said
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Ambarnaya River
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Yellowstone National Park

Japan
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Tokara Islands

Great Green Wall Initiative
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Trishan Da Chuna

Shahtoot Dam
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Dahla Dam
Question for Practice
Identify Benelux Countries among the following :
1. Belgium
2. Netherlands
3. Luxembourg
A. 1 and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1 and 3 only
D. 1, 2 and 3
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2. History
Ajivika School ofIndian Philosophy

• Ajivika School - One of the Nastika or heterodox schools of Indian Philosophy, A shramana
movement and a major rival of Vedic religion, early Buddhism and Jainism

• Time period - 5th century BCE by Makkhali Gosala.
• Original Scriptures of Ajivikas philosophy may once have existed, but these are currently
unavailable and probably lost, and their theories are extracted from mentions of Ajivikas
in the secondary sources of ancient Indian Literature.

• Doctrine - Ajivika school is known for its Niyati (Fate) doctrine of absolute determinism,
the premise that there is no free will, that everything that has happened, is happening and
will happen is entirely preordained and a function of cosmic principles.

• j vikas considered the karma doctrine as a fallacy.
• Ajivika metaphysics included a theory of atoms which was later adapted in Vaisheshika

school, where everything was composed of atoms, qualities emerged from aggregates of
atoms, but the aggregation and nature of these atoms was predetermined by cosmic forces.

•

j vika philosophy reached the height of its popularity during the rule of the Mauryan
emperor Bindusara, around the 4th century BCE. This school of thought thereafter
declined, but survived for nearly 2,000 years through the 14th century CE in the southern
Indian states of Karnataka and Tamil Nadu.

• Decline - The

j vika philosophy, along with the C rv ka philosophy, appealed most to
the warrior, industrial and mercantile classes of ancient Indian society.

• Caves - Barabar caves in Bihar - date back to the time period of Ashoka and are example
of the oldest surviving cave temples of ancient India
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3. Polity & Governance
6 Important Committees for UPSC Prelims
Justice. G. Rohini Commission

• The

Union Cabinet set up a commission to examine the issue of subcategorization of
Other Backward Classes (OBCs).

• The commission took charge on October 11, 2017, is headed by retired Delhi High Court
Chief Justice G Rohini. The commission is constituted of Centre for Policy Studies director
Dr J K Bajaj as a member and two other ex-officio members.

• It has been setup under Article 340 that empowers President to appoint a commission to
investigate conditions of backward classes.

• It

was set up to examine the possibility of creating categories within OBCs for the
reservation to ensure “equitable distribution” of representation among all OBC
communities.

Background

• The First Backward Class Commission report of 1955 had proposed sub-categorization of
OBCs into backward and extremely backward communities.

• In the Mandal Commission report of 1979, a dissent note by member L.R. Naik proposed
subcategorization into two groups- intermediate and depressed backward classes.

• In 2015, the NCBC had proposed that OBCs be divided into three categories on the basis of
backwardness:

✓ Extremely Backward Classes (EBC-Group A) facing social, educational and economic
backwardness even within the OBCs, consisting of aboriginal tribes, nomadic and seminomadic tribes who have been carrying on with their traditional occupations;
✓ More Backward Classes (MBC-Group B) consisting of vocational groups carrying on
with their traditional occupations; and
✓ Backward Classes (BC-Group C) comprising of those comparatively more forward.

• According to the NCBC, 11 states (Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Puducherry, Karnataka,
Haryana, Jharkhand, West Bengal, Bihar, Maharashtra, Rajasthan and Tamil Nadu) have
subcategorized OBC for reservations in state-government-owned institutions.

Harish Kumar Committee

• In October 2020, Election Commission formed a committee under Harish Kumar former
DG (Investigation) and Umesh Sinha, EC Secretary- General, to examine the issues
concerning expenditure limit for a candidate.
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• The Ministry of Law & Justice on October 19, 2020 has notified an amendment in Conduct

of Elections Rules, 1961 enhancing the expenditure limit by 10%. This 10% will be
applicable with immediate effect in ongoing elections.

• The committee assesses the change in several electors across the States/Union Territories
& its bearing on expenditure.

• The committee assesses the change in the Cost Inflation Index and its bearing on the
pattern of expenditure incurred by the candidates in recent elections.

• The

committee seeks views/inputs of the political parties and other stakeholders
examine other factors which may have bearings on expenditure.

Committee on Criminal Law Reform

• In 2020, the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) constituted a national level committee for
reform in criminal law at the National Law University (Delhi) under Ranbir Singh (VC,
NLU).

• The members include G S Bajpai, registrar, NLU, Delhi, Balraj Chauhan, vice-chancellor of

DNLU Jabalpur, Mahesh Jethmalani, senior advocate and G P Thareja, former district and
sessions judge, Delhi.

• The mandate of the committee is to

recommend reforms in the criminal
laws of the country in a principled,
effective and efficient manner.

• It further seeks to balance the safety

and security of the individual, the
community and the nation and
which prioritises the constitutional
values of justice, dignity and
inherent worth of the individual.

• Law reform is ordinarily within the

mandate of the Union Ministry of
Law and historically, various law
commissions have been set up to
recommend law reforms.

•After

holding nationwide
consultations over a period of three
years, the commission gives a report
that is studied by the law ministry
and then placed before Parliament.
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Task Force on Interlinking of Rivers

• The Task Force on Interlinking of Rivers headed by Sriram Vedire, who is also Advisor
to the Ministry of Jal Shakti, was constituted in 2015.

• It

is part of the plan to implement the National Perspective Plan (NPP), which was
prepared by the then Ministry of Irrigation (now Ministry of Jal Shakti) in August 1980 for
water resources development through inter basin transfer of water, for transferring water
from water surplus basins to water-deficit basins.

• In 2021, the TF greed and approved the preparation of final detailed project report (DPR)

on the proposed Mahandi (Barmul)- Gadavari (Dowlaiswaram) link by ensuring
utilisation of the allocated Godavari waters by Telangana and Andhra Pradesh, en route
the link canal of the project.

K.C. Reddy Committee

• The National Human Rights Commission in 2020 set up an 11-member expert committee
headed by Dr K S Reddy, president of Public Health Foundation of India to study impact
of coronavirus (Covid-19).

• It looks at Covid’s impact on human rights of individuals, particularly marginalised and

vulnerable sections of the society, together with migrant labourers & will also study the
future response of the government.

• The Expert committee was also tasked to advice on future policy by centre and state
governments.
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Justice Biplab Sharma Committee

• The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) had constituted the high-level committee on July 16,
2019, for recommending measures to implement the Clause 6 of the Assam Accord under
retired Justice Biplab Sharma.

• Clause

6 of the Assam Accord pledges to provide constitutional, legislative and
administrative safeguards, as may be appropriate, to protect, preserve and promote the
cultural, social, linguistic identity and heritage of the Assamese people.

• The

committee in Feb 2020 submitted its report to the former Assam Chief Minister
Sarbananda Sonowal.

• In 2021, the report was handed over to a team of legal experts that is now examining the
recommendations given by the high-level committee.
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4. Economy
Financial Inclusion- Index for UPSC Prelims
What is FI-Index

• An index to capture the extent of financial inclusion across the country.
• The FI-Index has been conceptualised as a comprehensive index incorporating details of:
✓ Banking
✓ Investments
✓ Insurance
✓ Postal
✓ Pension
✓ sector

• in consultation with Government and respective sectoral regulators.
• It is released by Reserve Bank of India
What is its Range

• The index captures information on various aspects of financial inclusion in a single value
ranging between 0 and 100.0 represents : Complete financial Exclusion

• 100 indicates : Full financial Inclusion
Parameters

• 3 broad parameters
✓ Access (35% weight)
✓ Usage (45%)
✓ Quality (20%)

• Each of these consisting of various dimensions, which are computed based on a number of
indicators.

Indicators

• The Index is responsive to ease of access, availability and usage of services, and quality of
services, comprising in all 97 indicators.

• A unique feature of the Index is the Quality parameter as reflected by:
✓ Financial literacy
✓ Consumer protection
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✓ Inequalities and deficiencies in services

Base Year

• The

FI-Index has been constructed without any ‘base year’ and as such it reflects
cumulative efforts of all stakeholders over the years towards financial inclusion.

Value in 2021

• The annual FI-Index for the period ending March 2021 is 53.9 as against 43.4 for the period
ending March 2017.

When will it be released
✓ The FI-Index will be published annually in July.

Financial Inclusion Schemes
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5. Environment
New Ramsar Sites
Introduction

• Four more sites from India have been recognized under the 1971 Ramsar Convention on
Wetlands

• Bringing the total number of such designated areas in the country to 46.
• These sites are
✓ Thol and Wadhwana from Gujarat Sultanpur and Bhindawas from Haryana.

• While Haryana got its first two Ramsar sites, in the case of Gujarat, it was an addition to
an existing Ramsar site since Nalsarovar received its recognition in 2012.

Wetlands

• Wetlands

provide a wide range of important
resources and ecosystem services such as food, water,
fibre, groundwater recharge, water purification, flood
moderation, erosion control and climate regulation.

• Our main supply of freshwater comes from an array

of wetlands which help soak rainfall and recharge groundwater.

• The

addition of the four new sites increases the wetland area coverage in India to
1,083,322 hectares.

Ramsar Convention

• It is the intergovernmental treaty that provides the framework for the conservation and
wise use of wetlands and their resources.

• It was adopted in the Iranian city of Ramsar in 1971 and came into force in 1975.
• Since then, almost 90% of UN member states, from all the world’s geographic regions,
have acceded to the treaty to become “Contracting Parties".

• The

aim of the Ramsar list is to develop and maintain an international network of
wetlands, which are important for the conservation of global biological diversity and for
sustaining human life through the maintenance of their ecosystem components, processes
and benefits.

Bhindawas Wildlife Sanctuary

• Bhindawas

Wildlife Sanctuary, the largest wetland in Haryana is a human-made
freshwater wetland.

• Over 250 bird species use the sanctuary throughout the year as a resting and roosting site.
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• The site supports more than ten globally threatened species including the endangered
Egyptian Vulture, Steppe Eagle, Pallas’s Fish Eagle, and Black- bellied Tern.

Sultanpur National Park

• Sultanpur National Park from Haryana supports more than 220 species of resident, winter
migratory and local migratory water birds at critical stages of their life cycles.

• More

than ten of these are globally threatened, including the critically endangered
sociable lapwing, and the endangered Egyptian Vulture, Saker Falcon, Pallas’s
FishEagle and Black- bellied Tern.
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Thol Lake Wildlife Sanctuary

•

Thol Lake Wildlife Sanctuary from Gujarat lies on the Central Asian
Flyway and more than 320 bird species can be found here.

• The wetland supports more 30 threatened waterbird species, such as

the critically endangered White- rumped Vulture and Sociable Lapwing
, and the vulnerable Sarus Crane, Common Pochard and Lesser Whitefronted Goose.

Wadhvana Wildlife Sanctuary

• Wadhvana Wetland from Gujarat is internationally important for its bird life as it provides
wintering ground to migratory water birds, including over 80 species that migrate on the
Central Asian Flyway.

• They include some threatened or near-threatened species such as the endangered Pallas’s

fish-Eagle, the vulnerable Common Pochard, and the near-threatened Dalmatian Pelican,
Grey-headed Fish-eagle and Ferruginous Duck.
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6. International Relations
Look west Policy
Historical Relations

• For decades, India was a passive player in West Asia being the beneficiary of multiple
factors.

• During cold war India maintained close cooperation relations with both Saudi Arabia and
IRAn.( 2 arch rivals) After cw, this has expanded to accommodate 3 key pillars – Iran,
Saudi arabia and Israel.

Introduction

• This policy was adopted by Government of India in 2005.
• Look west policy deals with gulf countries, Iran, Israel
Why West Asia matters?

• India’s 60% oil comes from West Asia.Around 10 million, Indian works in West Asia
• Out of 80 billion dollar remittances,56% comes from west Asia.
• UAE is the third largest trade partner after USA and China
• India can attract significant amount of capital from West Asia.
Why India ignored this countries earlier?

• These countries were pro-Pakistan .
• They have contributed in favour of PAK in 1965 and 1971 Indo- Pak wars.
• Saudi Arabi funded madrasa in Pakistan and promoted Wahhabi Islam.
Main features

• Secular and non aligned policy
• Diplomacy at various level – G2G, B2B, P2P
• Maritime diplomacy – due to energy and economic security
Concerns / Challenges

• With

China’s expanding footprint in the Indian Ocean Region, India must strengthen
security ties with littoral states.

• ASEAN has been the vehicle for India’s expanding partnership with South East Asia, but
there is no similar forum in the Middle East

• Instability in the region due to ISIS Growing rivalry between the Sunni Arabs and Shia
Iran

• Ideological,

political and religious divisions in India over the Middle East have long
complicated Delhi’s thinking of the region.
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