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Answer  

• India has made enormous progress in food production over the years with an inspiring 
journey towards self-sufficiency in food production marked by the green revolution. In 
2020, India has produced over 30 crore tonnes of cereals and has built a food stock of 10 
crore tonne.  

• But in spite of the enormous progress India’s food security came under stress due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.   

Covid-19’s impact on food security and nutrition 

• Supply chain disruptions: There have been major disruptions to food supply chains in 
the wake of lockdown measures, which have affected the availability, pricing, and 
quality of food. 

• Societal imbalances have worsened, hurting rights as well as access to basic necessities 
like food, water, and health care, as well as access to jobs and livelihoods, all of which 
have implications for food security and nutrition. 

• The epidemic has interrupted social protection programmes, which has a negative 
impact on food security and nutrition. Most schools were shuttered when the lockdowns 
began, resulting in the loss of mid-day meal programmes in both high- and low-income 
countries. 

• The pandemic has had a significant impact on food environments. The way individuals 
engage and interact with the food system to acquire, prepare, and consume food, has 
changed substantially. 

• In the early months of the epidemic, global grain supplies were near record highs, and 
global food commodity prices declined overall. In the aftermath of the lockdowns, 
however, the aggregate food price index patterns hide substantial diversity in food 
commodity prices. 

To ensure food security in our country the government has taken several measures 

• Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKAY): Under this around 80 crore 

beneficiaries received an additional 5 kg food grain per person per month and 1 kg of 

pulses per family per month free of cost for 8 months. 
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• Under the Atmanirbhar Bharat package, 8 crore migrants were provided 5 kg of food 

grains per month, free of cost. 

• The government allowed NGOs and civil society to buy rice and wheat at subsidised 

price directly from the Food Corporation of India. Rice was sold at Rs 22/ Kg and wheat 

at Rs 21/ Kg. 

• The Union government allowed the States to lift their allocations for six months in one 

go, in anticipation of a surge in demand for food grains through the public distribution 

system. The public distribution system became a lifeline for millions hit by the pandemic. 

Lessons from India’s Food security response 

• The One Nation One Ration Card (ONORC) scheme, which allows beneficiaries to access 

their food entitlements from anywhere in the country, is a game-changing invention. 

This is especially essential in a country like India, where the population is highly mobile 

and movement across states is common. 

• Massive efforts are needed towards programmes that focus on building resilient 

agriculture that is adaptive to changing weather and needs through the introduction of 

newer varieties of crops, efficient irrigation systems, and the promotion of crops as per 

the agro-climate zones. 

• There should be enhanced efforts to prevent loss or wastage of food. Lost or wasted 
energy used for food production accounts for about 10% of the world’s total energy 
consumption, and annual greenhouse gas emissions associated with food losses and 
food waste reaches to around 3.5 gigatons of the CO2 equivalent. 

With the approaching UN Food Systems Summit, the Nutrition for Growth Summit, and the 
COP26 on climate change, food security and nutrition should be enhanced by changing food 
systems. The outcomes of these events will almost probably impact the actions of the UN 
Decade of Action on Nutrition's second half. India can play a central role in this 
transformation and offering experiences and solutions to address the thought processes and 
models for a resilient, equitable, and food-secure world. 
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