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• The Newspaper clippings pasted in PDF are important from Mains point of view as it 

contains the fodder material for  Mains Answer Writing. 
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Click  here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

1. Mains value addition 
GST (P-II/III) 
• In 2016-17 the various taxes that were folded into the GST yielded revenues of Rs 9.7 lakh 

crore (Economic Survey, 2017-18). But in 2019-20, the growth rate decelerated sharply. And 
in 2020-21, collections actually fell. 

Democracy status (Paper II) 
• Freedom House Index 2021: It demoted India’s rank from 71 to 67. Now India has been 

shifted from the “Free” to the “Partial Free” category 

• Economic Intelligence Unit’s Democracy Index: It has also lowered India’s rank from 
7.92 in 2014 to 6.61 in 2020. India’s ranking has dropped from 27 to 53 out of 167 countries  

• Reporters without Borders’ Press Freedom Report: It placed India 167th out of 183 
countries  

Export (Paper III ) 
• Example 

• In 2015, India decided to promote mobile phone industry through import substitution. The 
eventual goal was to make a success of “Make in India for the World” but got modest 
success  

• Vietnams electronic goods exports stood at $122 billion in 2020 against India’s $12.8 billion.  

• Vietnam has boldly embraced such economic giants as China and the European Union in 
FTAs. It also has FTAs with every single Asian country of any significance but India is 
more apprehensive  
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2. Environment 
2.1.Tarballs (IE) 
• In this month alone, the Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation 

(BMC) has removed over 20,000 kg of tarballs from Juhu and 
Versova beaches in Mumbai 

What are tarballs? 
• Tarballs are dark-coloured, sticky balls of oil that form when 

crude oil floats on the ocean surface.  

• Tarballs are formed by weathering of crude oil in marine 
environments.  

• They are transported from the open sea to the shores by sea currents and waves  

• Some of the balls are as big as a basketball while others are smaller globules.  

• Tarballs are usually coin-sized and are found strewn on the beaches. 

• However, over the years, they have become as big as basketballs and can weigh as much as 
6-7 kgs. 

How are tarballs formed? 
• The NIO study states that wind and waves tear the oil slick into smaller patches that are 

scattered over a much wider area. 

• Various physical, chemical and biological processes (weathering) change the appearance 
of the oil. 

Why are tarballs found on the beaches during the monsoon? 
• It is suspected that the oil comes from the large cargo ships in the deep sea and gets 

pushed to the shore as tarballs during monsoon due to wind speed and direction.  

• All the oil spilt in the Arabian sea eventually gets deposited on the western coast in the 
form of tarballs in the monsoon season when wind speed and circulation pattern favour 
transportation of these tarballs  

Concerns
• Tarballs that travel towards the coast can get stuck to the fishing nets installed in the sea, 

making it difficult for fishermen to clean. 

• It could affect marine life  

• They are difficult to break down, and can therefore travel for hundreds of miles in the sea.  

• Food retrieved from the coastal waters including fish and other sea food might also get 
contaminated and become a part of the larger food chain harming the health of people.  
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2.2.Black tigers (IE) 
• Recently Scientists unravel mystery behind Odisha’s black tigers 

About 
• Recently ecologist have discovered that the coat colouration and patterning that make the 

wild cats appear dark boil down to a single mutation in the Transmembrane 
Aminopeptidase Q (Taqpep) gene. 

• The researchers combined genetic analyses of other tiger populations from India and data 
from computer simulations to show that the Similipal black tigers may have arisen from 
a very small founding population of tigers and are inbred, providing an answer to the 
question that had perplexed so many. 

• They noted that tigers in the Similipal Tiger Reserve are an isolated population in eastern 
India, and gene flow between them and other tiger populations is very restricted. 

• The also researchers noted that such isolated and inbred populations are prone to 
extinction over even short periods of time. 

• They (the black tigers) have not been found in any other places in the wild . Nowhere else 
in the world  

• The only other black tigers outside of Similipal in India exist at the Nandankanan 
Zoological Park in Bhubaneswar, Ranchi Zoo and Chennai’s Arignar Anna Zoological 
Park, where they were born in captivity.  

• The drastic change in patterning and colouring of the black tigers’ coat is caused by just 
one change in the genetic material DNA Alphabet from C (Cytosine) to T (Thymine) in 
position 1360 of the Taqpep gene sequence  

• One hypothesis is that the darker coat colour of the mutants offers them a selective 
advantage when hunting in the dense closed- canopy and relatively darker forested 
areas of Similipal as compared to the open plains of most other tiger habitats.  

Simlipal Tiger reserve 
• It was formally designated a tiger reserve in 1956 and brought under Project Tiger in the 

year 1973.  

• It was declared a biosphere reserve by the Government of India in June, 1994.  

• It has been part of the UNESCO World Network of Biosphere Reserve since 2009.  

• It is part of the Similipal-Kuldiha-Hadgarh Elephant Reserve popularly known as 
Mayurbhanj Elephant Reserve which includes 3 protected areas i.e. Similipal Tiger 
Reserve, Hadagarh Wildlife sanctuary and Kuldiha wildlife sanctuary.  

• Two tribes, the Erenga Kharias and the Mankirdias, inhabit the reserve’s forests and 
practise traditional agricultural activities (the collection of seeds and timber).  
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2.3.Arsenic contamination (DTE) 
• Arsenic contamination in groundwater has been a growing concern in several parts of the 

country. Now, the chemical has found its way into the food chain — mainly rice, wheat 
and potato — a recent study has found. 

Key highlights 
• Study confirmed the presence of arsenic in food chain in Bihar through irrigation water  

• Arsenic contamination in drinking water is not new in Bihar; the unique observation, 
however, was that in several samples, arsenic content in food items was higher than that 
in drinking water.  

• The concentration was 
higher in cooked rice 
compared to raw rice.  

• This suggested that the 
presence of high arsenic 
concentrations in water 
may result in higher total 
arsenic concentrations in 
the food which could be 
due to both increased 
arsenic in cooking and 
naturally high total arsenic 
content in grains and 
potato. 

Impact 
• Arsenicosis is the medical 

w o r d f o r a r s e n i c 
poisoning, which occurs 
due to accumulation of 
large amounts of arsenic in 
the body. 

• It leads to adverse health 
effects through inhibition 
of essential enzymes, 
which ultimately leads to 
death from multi-system 
organ failure. 
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3. Science & Technology 
3.1.Mu variant of Covid-19 (IE) 
• World Health Organization (WHO) added a new variant of SARS-CoV-2, the coronavirus 

that causes Covid-19, to its list of ‘Variants of Interest’ (VOI). 

• The lineage B.1.621 variant, named ‘Mu’ after the twelfth letter of the Greek alphabet, was 
first detected in the South American country of Colombia in January 2021. 

What is a Variant of Interest 
• All viruses mutate or undergo certain changes over time, helping them to spread easily, 

escape our vaccines, medicines and survive. 

• Mu is the fifth ‘VOI’ to be monitored by the WHO 

• The other four VOIs, named according to the simplified scheme of nomenclature 
announced by the WHO on May 31 this year, are: Eta, lota, kappa, Lambda 

• WHO places a SARS-CoV-2 variant in the VOI list if it is seen to have certain genetic 
changes that are predicted or known to affect virus characteristics such as transmissibility, 
disease severity, immune escape, diagnostic or therapeutic escape. 

• To be added to the VOI list, a variant must also be identified to cause significant 
community transmission or multiple Covid-19 clusters in multiple countries and suggest 
“an emerging risk to global public health”. 

• the Mu variant has a constellation of mutations that indicate potential properties of 
immune escape. 
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4. Geography 
4.1.Connect Karo 2021 
• Recently the Union Home Minister addressed the ‘Connect Karo 2021’ – Towards 

Equitable, Sustainable Indian Cities’ Event 

About 
• It is part of a global series of events that World Resources Institute (WRI) India organizes 

and hosts, to bring together Indian and global leaders, and other stakeholders committed 
towards designing inclusive, sustainable and climate forward Indian cities. 

• Connect Karo sees presenters from various fields — air pollution, electric mobility, urban 
planning, urban water resilience, climate mitigation, and public transit among others — 
sharing their insights and research findings. 

Significance 
• By 2030, the urban population in India will almost double to 630 million and to facilitate 

this level of growth it is needed to upgrade the urban infrastructure considerably and the 
impact of Covid-19 on our cities has made this even more significant.  

• By 2030, almost 70% of the national Gross Domestic Product (GDP) will come from 
cities as rapid urbanisation facilitates efficiencies of agglomerations.  

• The best-performing cities globally contribute five times more to national GDP than 
comparable Indian cities.  

4.2.Folk rice (DTE) 
• 12 folk varieties of Indian rice examined by researchers can supplement the nutritional 

demand of important fatty acids in undernourished mothers, a recent study has claimed. 

• India was home to 200,000 varieties of rice. They are currently at the risk of disappearing 
as they are being cultivated by a few marginal farmers. 

Significance 
• Around seven rice varieties of North East India — Meghalaya lakang, Chingphourel, 

Manuikhamei, Kemenyakepeyu, Wainem, Thekrulha, and Koyajang — have the potential 
to resist leaf and neck blast disease in rice plants. They are cost-effective and reliable 
than marketed formula foods  

• Many folk varieties like Athikaraya, Dudh-sar, Kayame, Neelam samba, Srihati, Maharaji 
and Bhejri are known in folk medicine to enhance milk production in lactating women.  

• They can add essential FAs in the staple diet and provide for FA requirement in the normal 
brain development in infants.  

• Varieties like Kelas, DudheBolta and Bhutmoori are rich in iron and can be included in 
diet of mothers to treat anaemia.  
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5. Polity  
5.1.Crime in India Report (TH) 
• National Crime Records Bureau(NCRB) has 

released a report titled Crime in India 2020. 

Key findings 
• A surge of 28.0% has been reported in the 

registration of cases as compared to 2019 

Crime against Women 
• A dip of 8.3% has been noted in cases 

registered for committing crimes against 
women in 2020. 

• The majority of cases were registered under 
'Cruelty by Husband or His Relatives' (30.0%), followed by 'Assault on Women with 
Intent to Outrage her Modesty' (23.0%), 'Kidnapping & Abduction of Women' (16.8%) and 
'Rape' (7.5%).  

Crimes against Scheduled Castes 
• An increase of 9.4% has been reported in cases registered under crimes against Scheduled 

Castes (SCs).  

• The majority of cases were registered under simple hurt with 32.9% (16,543 cases), 
followed by cases under the SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act with 8.5% (4,273 cases) 
and Criminal Intimidation with 7.5% (3,788 cases).  

Crimes against Scheduled Tribes (STs) 
• A surge of 9.3% has been reported in cases registered under crimes against Scheduled 

Tribes (STs).  

• Simple hurt (2,247 cases) formed the highest number of cases of crimes or atrocities 
against Scheduled Tribes (STs) during 2020, followed by rape with 13.7% (1,137 cases) and 
assault on women with intent to outrage her modesty with 10.7% (885 cases).  

Crime against Children 
• A decline of 13.2% has been reported in cases registered for committing crimes against 

children.  

• Major crimes under this category were Kidnapping & Abduction (42.6%) and the 
Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012 (38.8%) including child rape.  

Crime against Senior Citizens 
• A decrease of 10.8% has been reported in cases registered for committing crimes against 

Senior Citizens (aged above 60 years).  
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• Simple hurt with 25.8% (6,396 cases), followed by Theft with 11.6% (2,872 cases) and FCF 
(Forgery, Cheating & Fraud) with 10.0% (2,490 cases) were among the major crimes against 
Senior Citizens  

Juveniles in Conflict with Law 
• A decline of 7.8% has been noted over 2019 (32,269 cases). The crime rate saw a drop from 

7.2 in 2019 to 6.7 in 2020, and a majority of them (76.2%) were from the age group of 16 to 
18 years. 

Sedition Cases 
• The cases of sedition declined from 93 in 2019 to 73 last year, with Manipur reporting 15, 

Assam 12, Karnataka eight, Uttar Pradesh seven, Haryana six, Delhi five and Kashmir two. 

Cyber Crimes
• A total of 50,035 cybercrime cases were registered in 2020, showing an increase of 11.8% 

compared to the 2019 figures of 44,735 cases. 

Fake News: 
• A total of 1,527 cases of fake news were recorded in 2020. This is a 214% increase — 

against 486 cases in 2019 and 280 cases in 2018. Telangana with 273 cases tops the list of 
states, followed by Tamil Nadu (188) and Uttar Pradesh (166). 

5.2.Sansad TV (TOI) 
• The Prime Minister of India has launched Sansad TV 

About 
• It was created by merging the Rajya Sabha TV and Lok Sabha TV in February 2021. 

Government also appointed the CEO of Sansad TV in March, 2021.  

• The merger was done based on the recommendations of a committee formed in 2019 under 
former Prasar Bharati Chairman Surya Prakash  

• It is an Indian government television service that broadcasts programming of the two 
Houses of Parliament and other public affairs programming.  

• Languages: English and Hindi languages.  

Sansad TV programming primarily includes four categories:  
• F u n c t i o n i n g o f P a r l i a m e n t & 

democratic institutions  

• Governance and implementation of 
schemes & policies  

• History & culture of India and  

• Issues, interests and concerns of 
contemporary nature  

Budget 
• The budget of Sansad TV will be shared jointly by the Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha. While 

Lok Sabha will bear two-third of the overall cost, Rajya Sabha will share one-third. 
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6. Economy 
6.1.Shoonya Campaign (PIB) 
• Recently, NITI Aayog and Rocky Mountain Institute (RMI) and RMI India’s have launched 

the Shoonya Campaign. 

Shoonya Campaign 
• It is an initiative to promote zero-pollution delivery vehicles by working with consumers 

and industry.  

• It aims to accelerate adoption of electric vehicles (EVs) in the urban deliveries segment 
and create consumer awareness about the benefits of zero-pollution delivery.  

• As part of the campaign, a corporate branding and certification programme is being 
launched to recognise and promote industry’s efforts towards transitioning to EVs for 
final-mile deliveries.  

• An online tracking platform will share the campaign’s impact through data such as 
vehicle kilometers electrified, carbon savings, criteria pollutant savings and other benefits 
from clean delivery vehicles 

Electric Vehicle 
• Goal of reaching 30% EV penetration by 2030 
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7. International Relation  
7.1.ASEAN Summit (PIB) 
• Recently, at the virtual ASEAN 

(Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations) summit on Future of India-
ASEAN Connectivity Partnerships, the 
Indian government underlined the 
importance of cross-border connectivity 
between India and Southeast Asian 
nations. 

Cross Connectivity Projects 
Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport Project 
• It is a multi-modal transport project having three different stretches involving shipping, 

Inland Water and road transport stretches 

• Project seeks to facilitate connectivity between the mainland India and the landlocked 
North Eastern States through maritime shipping, inland waterways and roads of 
Myanmar 

• Will connect Mizoram to Bay of Bengal  

• This project will reduce distance 
from Kolkata to Mizoram by 
approximately 1000 km and cut 
travelling time to 3-4 days for 
transport of goods.  

India-Myanmar-Thailand 
Trilateral Highway 
• It connects the three countries from 

Moreh (Manipur) in India to Mae 
Sot in Thailand to Bagan in 
Myanmar, was first proposed in 
2002. 

• this will become the first-ever cross 
border facilitation agreement 
between South and Southeast Asia 
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Mekong-India Economic Corridor 
• The Mekong-India economic corridor will be a 

network of land and sea infrastructure. 

• Involves the integration of four Mekong 
countries – Vietnam, Myanmar, Thailand, and 
Cambodia - along with India, connecting Ho Chi 
Minh City, Dawei, Bangkok, and Phnom Penh 
with Chennai. 

7.2.AUKUS Partnership 
• Recently USA announced a new trilateral security partnership for the Indo-Pacific, 

between Australia, the U.K. and the U.S. (AUKUS) 

• As part of this, Australia will acquire nuclear-powered submarines with help from the 
U.K. and the U.S.  

• will focus on advancing strategic interests in the Indo- Pacific region.  

• Though the US has explicitly denied that the grouping is targeted against China, its Indo-
pacific orientation makes it an alliance against China’s assertive actions in the South 
China Sea.  

7.3.Exercise Peaceful Mission (PIB) 
• Indian Military Contingent Participates in the 6th Edition of Exercise SCO Peaceful 

Mission 2021 at Orenburg, Russia  

• India participated for the first time in the 5th edition of the Exercise (2018).  

About  
• It is a Multilateral Exercise, which is conducted biennially as part of military diplomacy 

between Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) member states.  

• The 6th edition of Exercise PEACEFUL MISSION is being hosted by Russia in the 
Orenburg Region of South West Russia from 13 to 25 September 2021.  

• The aim of the exercise is to foster close relations between SCO member states and to 
enhance abilities of the military leaders to command multi- national military contingents  

• The exercise will also provide an opportunity to the Armed Forces of SCO Nations to 
train in Counter-Terrorism Operations in an urban scenario in a multinational and joint 
environment. 

• The scope of the exercise includes professional interaction, mutual understanding of 
drills & procedures, establishment of joint command & control structures and 
elimination of terrorist threats  
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Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) 
• Created in 2001.  

• It is a permanent intergovernmental international organisation.  

• It’s a Eurasian political, economic and military organisation aiming to maintain peace, 
security and stability in the region  

• Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure (RATS) – Established to combat terrorism, separatism 
and extremism.  

Membership  
• Prior to the creation of SCO in 2001, Kazakhstan, China, Kyrgyzstan, Russia and Tajikistan 

were members of the Shanghai Five.  

• Following the accession of Uzbekistan to the organisation in 2001, the Shanghai Five was 
renamed the SCO.  

• In 2017 India and Pakistan became members  

 14
Available on App Store 

 and Play Store
www.sleepyclasses.com 

Call 1800 - 890 - 3043 

http://www.sleepyclasses.com
http://T.me/SleepyClasses

	Mains value addition
	Environment
	Tarballs (IE)
	Black tigers (IE)
	Arsenic contamination (DTE)

	Science & Technology
	Mu variant of Covid-19 (IE)

	Geography
	Connect Karo 2021
	Folk rice (DTE)

	Polity
	Crime in India Report (TH)
	Sansad TV (TOI)

	Economy
	Shoonya Campaign (PIB)

	International Relation
	ASEAN Summit (PIB)
	AUKUS Partnership
	Exercise Peaceful Mission (PIB)


