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Click  here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

1. Mains value addition 
Terrorism (P-II/III/IV) 
• The geographical influence of Maoists has contracted to only 41 districts in the country, a 

sharp reduction from 96 such districts in 10 States in 2010, according to data provided by 
the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) 

Nationalism (Paper II) 
• After a gap of 14 years, the Indian Air Force (IAF) on Sunday mesmerised locals in 

Srinagar with its jets performing aerobatics and awe-inspiring manoeuvring in the skies.  

• Hundreds of students drawn from different schools in the Valley enjoyed watching the IAF 
jets skilfully navigating and synchronising while hovering over the famous Dal Lake  

• It was organised to inculcate the spirit of nationalism among the Kashmir youth,  

Women representation (Paper II) 
• Chief Justice of India N.V. Ramana backed 50% representation for women in judiciary.  

• In High Courts, women judges constitute 11.5%.  

• In the Supreme Court, we currently have four women Justices out of the sitting 33.That 
makes it just 12%.  

• women constituted only about 30% of the subordinate judiciary  

• Of the 1.7 million advocates, only 15% are women.  

• Only 2% of the elected representatives in the State Bar Councils are women  

• There is no woman member in the Bar Council of India  

Manufacturing (Paper III) 
• Big challenges ailing Indian manufacturing 

• There is a misnomer that because of lower labour costs, Indian manufacturing is very 
competitive. That’s a misnomer, because there are many factors that offset that advantage 
and make our manufacturing non- competitive.  

• The biggest problem India has is the lack of scale. Industry needs to come forward and 
invest for large scale and the government needs to facilitate that with a viability gap  

• Cost of land — which is one of the most expensive industrial land in the world  

• In the competitive world, Indian manufacturing industry cannot afford the cross subsidy 
burden.  
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• Cost of capital-If you leave aside the current low cost of capital because of COVID-19 and 
low interest rates, the cost of capital in India is 20% to 30% higher than cost of capital in 
most other countries which are exporting  

• India’s average logistic cost by government data is 13% of the revenue when the global 
average is 8%. So India has a 5% disadvantage because of logistic costs.  

• Labour productivity and skill which is primarily industry’s responsibility.  

• Strengthen the micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs) sector, It’s not about 
giving some sort of financial benefit... That doesn’t make them strong, but a good 
technology and skill base will.  
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2. Environment 
2.1.Plant Discoveries report, 2020 (TH) 
• Recently, the Botanical Survey of India(BSI) has published the Plant Discoveries report, 

2020 

Key findings 

• It added 267 new taxa/ species to the country’s 
flora. 

• India has 7% of the total plant species of the 
world. 

• About 28% of the Indian plants are endemic to the 
country.  

Geographical distribution (Species discoveries) 
• Western Ghat (22%)> Western Himalaya (15%)> Eastern Himalaya (14%)>Northeast 

(12%) 

• Examples of new discoveries 

✓Nine new species of balsams (Impatiens) and one species of wild banana (Musa 
pradhanii) from Darjeeling  

✓One species each of wild jamun (Sygygium anamalaianum) from Coimbatore.  

✓Fern species (Selaginella odishana) Kandhamal in Odisha.  

Plant Discoveries report, 2020 (TH) 
• Botanical Survey of India (BSI) 

• It is the apex taxonomic research organization of the country which is under the Ministry 
of Environment, Forest & Climate Change, Government of India was established on 13th 
February 1890 under the direction of Sir George King  

• However, after Independence, Botanical Survey of India was reorganized in 1954  

Functions  
• Exploration, inventorying and documentation of phytodiversity in general and protected 

areas, hotspots and fragile ecosystems in particular.  

• Publication of National, State and District Floras.  

• Identification of threatened and red list species and species rich areas needing 
conservation.  

• Ex-situ conservation of critically threatened species in botanical gardens.  
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3. Science & Technology 
3.1.Dark energy (IE) 
• Recently an international team of researchers made the first putative direct detection of 

dark energy. 

Dark energy 
• Dark energy, the mysterious form of energy that makes up about 68% of the universe  

• With advanced technologies and newer experiments, scientists have found certain clues 
about it  

• They noticed certain unexpected results in an underground experiment and write that 
dark energy may be responsible for it.  

• The XENON1T experiment is the world’s most sensitive dark matter experiment and was 
operated deep underground at the INFN Laboratori Nazionali del Gran Sasso in Italy.  

• The finding also suggests that experiments like XENON1T, which are designed to detect 
dark matter, could also be used to detect dark energy 

• Scientists are hopeful that new upgradations could help directly detect dark energy within 
the next decade. 

Dark matter Vs Dark Energy 
• Despite both components being invisible, we know a lot more about dark matter, since its 

existence was suggested as early as the 1920s, while dark energy wasn’t discovered until 
1998, 

• Large-scale experiments like XENON1T have been designed to directly detect dark 
matter, by searching for signs of dark matter ‘hitting’ ordinary matter, but dark energy is 
even more elusive 

3.2.Blue foods (IE) 
• The report, titled Environmental performance of blue foods, was one of five initial 

scientific papers published as part of the Blue Food Assessment (BFA). 

• The BFA is a collaboration between Sweden-based Stockholm Resilience Centre, United 
States-based Stanford University and the non-profit EAT. 

Blue foods 
• They are food derived from aquatic animals, plants or algae that are caught or cultivated 

in freshwater and marine environments.  

Benefits  
• rich in important nutrients like omega-3 fatty acids, vitamins and minerals  
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• lower environmental footprints as compare to terrestrial meat.  

Report 
• Seaweeds and farmed bivalves, such as mussels and oysters, generated the fewest 

greenhouse gas and nutrient emissions and used the least land and water.  

• Capture fisheries also resulted in few nutrient emissions and use limited land and water  

• Capture fisheries had the potential to reduce greenhouse gas emissions through improved 
management and optimising gear types  

3.3.Profile of Cancers in India (TH) 
• The proportion of all cancer cases was higher in men (52.4%) than women (47.4%), noted 

the Indian Council of Medical Research’s (ICMR) ‘Clinicopathological Profile of Cancers in 
India: A Report of the Hospital Based Cancer Registries, 2021’ released recently 

Key findings 
• In women, gynaecological cancers, including breast cancer, comprised over half of all 

cancers. Childhood (0-14 years) cancers constitute 7.9% of all cancers. 

• The report said that cancers of the head and neck region accounted for nearly one third 
(31.2%) of the cancers among men.  

• The highest proportion of cancer from all sites was reported in the 45 to 64 years age 
group, except for prostate cancer in 
men, which was higher in those over 
65 years.  

• A total of 13,32,207 cancer cases were 
registered from 96 hospitals under the 
N a t i o n a l C a n c e r R e g i s t r y 
Programme (NCRP) during 2012-19. 

• Of these, 6,10,084 cases were included 
f o r a n a l y s i s , b a s e d o n t h e 
completeness and quality of data. 

Site specific cancer 
•Cancers in sites associated with 

tobacco use comprised 48.7% of 
cancers among men and 16.5% among 
women.  

•The relative proportion of site-specific cancers was higher in men than women, except for 
thyroid cancer (2.5% in women versus 1% in men) and gallbladder cancer (3.7% in women 
versus 2.2 % in men).  
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4. Economy 
4.1.Scheme for Promotion of Medical Device Parks (TH) 
• The Union government recently notified a scheme to promote medical device parks at a 

financial outlay of ₹ 400 crore till financial year 2024-2025. 

• India currently imports 80-90% of medical devices of the USD15 billion market. 

About 
• Launched by Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers 

• Objectives: Easy access to standard testing and infrastructure facilities through creation of 
world class common infrastructure facilities for increased competitiveness will result into 
significant reduction of the cost of production of medical devices leading to better 
availability and affordability of medical devices in the domestic market. 

• Financial assistance to a selected Medical Device Park would be 70% of the project cost of 
common infrastructure facilities. 

• In the case of the North-Eastern States and the Hilly States, financial assistance would be 
90% of the project cost. 

• Maximum assistance under the scheme for one Medical Device Park would be limited to 
Rs. 100 crores. 

• The Centre has granted in-principal approval for the parks in Himachal Pradesh, Tamil 
Nadu, Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh. 

Basics 
• In past Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has notified that medical equipment would 

qualify as ‘drugs’ under Section 3 of the Drugs and Cosmetics Act (D & CA), 1940 

• Recognised Medical device as sunrise sector 

• MedSpark (Kerala) one of the first medical device parks in India 
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5. Polity 
5.1.Caste census of Backward Classes difficult: Centre (TH) 
• The government has made it clear in the Supreme Court that a caste census of the 

Backward Classes is “administratively difficult and cumbersome”. 

• The government’s assertion came in response to a writ petition filed by the State of 
Maharashtra to gather Backward Classes’ caste data in the State while conducting Census 
2021. 

Government stand 
• Caste-wise enumeration in the Census was given up as a matter of policy from 1951. 

• Not the “ideal instrument as many people may not register themselves in the census in 
the event of hiding their caste 

• Even before independence census of castes data suffered in respect of “completeness and 
accuracy”. 

• It is too late now to enumerate caste into the Census 2021. 

Arguments in favour of SECC 
• Useful in caste-based affirmative action programmes or welfare schemes.  

• Help in identifying poor households and implement anti-poverty programmes.  

• Since courts want ‘quantifiable data’ to support the existing levels of reservation, so may 
be legal imperative as well  

Census 
• The earliest literature 'Rig-Veda' reveals that some kind of population count was 

maintained in during 800-600 BC in India. 

• The first complete census of India was conducted in 1830 by Henry Walter in Dacca (now 
Dhaka)part of India at that time 

• Second Census was conducted in 1836-37 by Fort St.George (according to the government 
website of Census India.)  

• A systematic and modern population census, in its present form was conducted non-
synchronously between 1865 and 1872 in different parts of the country.  

• This effort culminating in 1872 has been popularly labeled as the first population census of 
India under British Viceroy Lord Mayo.  

• The first synchronous census in India was held in 1881 by W.C. Plowden, Census 
Commissioner of India.  

• Since then, censuses have been undertaken uninterruptedly once every ten year.  
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• Post 1949, it has been conducted by the Registrar General and Census Commissioner of 
India under the Ministry of Home Affairs. 

• All the censuses since 1951 were conducted under the 1948 Census of India Act. 

SECC 
• The 2011 caste census, collected during the United Progressive Alliance government, was 

the first caste-based census since the 1931 census of India  

• SECC 2011 has three census components which were conducted by three separate 
authorities but under the overall coordination of Department of Rural Development in the 
Government of India.  

• Census in Rural Area has been conducted by the Department of Rural Development 
(DoRD).  

• Census in Urban areas is under the administrative jurisdiction of the Ministry of Housing 
and Urban Poverty Alleviation (MoHUPA).  

• Caste Census is under the administrative control of Ministry of Home Affairs: Registrar 
General of India (RGI) and Census Commissioner of India.  

• This is the first time such a comprehensive exercise has been carried out for both rural and 
urban India  

5.2.Campaign launched for social accountability law (TH) 
• A State-wide campaign has been launched in Rajasthan for demanding passage of the 

social accountability law in the next Assembly session 

Social accountability 
• Social accountability has been defined as an approach towards ensuring accountability 

that relies on civic engagement, i.e., in which ordinary citizens and citizen groups 
participate directly or indirectly in exacting accountability . 

• In a public sector context, social accountability refers to a wide range of actions and 
mechanisms that citizens, communities, independent media and civil society organizations 
can use to hold public officials accountable.  

• Evidence from around the world suggests that social accountability mechanisms can 
contribute to improved governance, increased development effectiveness through better 
service delivery, and citizen empowerment.  

• Some examples of social accountability as implemented in various places include: 

✓Participatory Planning and Policy Formulation (Kerala, Brazil, Bangladesh);  

✓Participatory Budget Analysis (Gujarat);  

✓Participatory Expenditure Tracking System (Uganda, Delhi, Rajasthan);  
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✓Citizens’ Surveys/Citizen Report Cards (Bangalore, Maharashtra, Ukraine, Philippines, 
Pakistan);  

✓Citizen Charters (Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka); and  

✓Community Scorecards (Malawi, Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh)  

✓Social Audit of MGNREGA works is mandatory, which lends to accountability and 
transparency.  

5.3.Sipajhar drive (IE) 
• Recently, an eviction drive in Sipajhar in Assam’s Darrang district took a violent turn, 

leaving two dead and several injured, after clashes broke out between the police and 
protesters. 

About Sipajhar drive 
• The eviction drive in Dholpur of Sipajhar, where primarily Bengali- speaking Muslims 

live, was aimed at removing “illegal encroachers” to free up government land for 
“landless indigenous communities”. 

• According to authorities, the drive on Monday and Thursday evicted 1,200-1,300 families 
who had “illegally” occupied roughly 10,000 bighas of government land.  

• The drive is rooted in the CM’s visit to the area in June, when he “promised” local 
communities that the encroached land would be recovered  

Who were the people being evicted? 
• Primarily Bengali-speaking Muslims, they are mostly peasants and daily wage earners. 

5.4.National Service Scheme (NSS) Awards (HT) 
• Recently President Ram Nath Kovind gave National Service Scheme (NSS) Awards for the 

year 2019-20 to 42 people in three different categories 

National Service Scheme (NSS) Awards 
• Instituted by the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports in 1993-94 on the occasion of the 

Silver Jubilee Year of National Service Scheme. 

• Under NSS Awards 2019-20, 42 awardees in different categories including University/ +2 
Council, NSS Units and their Programme Officers and NSS Volunteers. 

• It recognises and rewards outstanding contributions towards voluntary community 
service made by universities or colleges, councils, senior secondary, NSS units and 
programme officers and NSS volunteers to further promote NSS in the country.  
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National Service Scheme (1969) 
• The National Service Scheme (NSS) is a Central Sector Scheme of Government of India, 

Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports  

• Its main objective is to develop the personality and character of the student youth through 
voluntary community service.  

• The main idea behind the Scheme is totally inspired by the ideals of Mahatma Gandhi. 

• Its Motto is Not me but You.  

NSS Volunteer 
• A NSS volunteer who takes part in the community service programme would either be a 

college level or a senior secondary level student. 

• Being an active member these student volunteers would have the exposure and experience 
to be the following:  
✓an accomplished social leader 

✓an efficient administrator 

✓a person who understands human 
nature  

5.5.Same-sex marriage  
• Swiss voters say big ‘yes’ to same-sex marriage 

• Switzerland was one of the last countries in western Europe where same- sex marriage 
remained illegal. 

India 
• Recently, the Central Government opposed same-sex marriage in Delhi High Court stating 

that a marriage in India can be recognised only if it is between a “biological man” and a 
“biological woman” capable of producing children.  

• In reading down the provision of Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC), the 
Supreme Court only decriminalised a particular human behaviour but neither intended 
to, nor did in fact, legitimise the human conduct in question.  

Marriage as a Fundamental Right 
• The right to marry is not expressly recognized either as a fundamental or constitutional 

right under the Indian Constitution.  

• Its recognition as a fundamental right has only developed through judicial decisions of 
India’s Supreme Court.  

• In Shafin Jahan v. Asokan K.M. and others 2018 case While referringto Article 16 of 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the Puttaswamy case, the SC held that the 
right to marry a person of one’s choice is integral to Article 21 of the Constitution.  

• Article 16 (2) in the Indian constitution provides that there cannot be any discrimination 
on grounds only of religion, race, caste, sex, descent, place of birth, residence or any of 
them.  
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