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¶ It is a cramped, triangular cage made from the logs of an indigenous tree that irritates 

the skin.  

¶ It is a traditional form of punishment  that seeks to check crime.  

¶ Some villages in Nagaland  are trying to revive this form of punishment.  

¶ Such itchy cages are referred to as khujli ghar in Nagamese . But each Naga community 

has its own name. The Aos, one of the major tribes of Nagaland, call it Shi-ki that means 

flesh-house.  

¶ The cage is made of the logs of Masang-fung , a local tree that people avoid because of 

the irritation it causes.  
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Context   

¶ Recently, a petition was filed in the Kerala High Court against the film  - Marakkar: The 

Lion of the Arabian Sea, alleging ôdistortion of historyõ and demanding a stay on the 

release. It is said to be the most expensive Malayalam film ever made. 
 

Who were Marakkars   

¶ By some accounts, they were of Arab origin  and had migrated from Tunisia to 

Panthalayani near Koyilandy in present -day Kozhikode.  

¶ By other accounts, the Marakkars were descendants of affluent businessman from the 

Cochin kingdom who migrated later to Calicut.  

¶ The Marakkars were mostly Muslims , but in some parts, they have been found to be 

Hindus as well.  
 

War against  the Portuguese about   

¶ Faced with invading Portuguese ships, the Zamorin reached out to the Marakkars to 

defend the coast.  

¶ They were led in succession by four Marakkars, chief admirals who were appointed by 

the Zamorin with the title of Kunjali.  

¶ Their strategy was similar to guerrilla warfare . The Portuguese had massive ships 

which could not make easy manoeuvres in the sea.  

¶ The Marakkars used small ships which could easily surround the Portuguese ships , 

enabling the fighters to attack at will.  
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Context   

¶ In the wake of the Covid -19 pandemic, the 

annual Ambubachi Mela of Assam has been 

cancelled this year.  
 

About   

¶ The festival symbolises the fertility cult of 

goddess Kamakhya.  

¶ There is no idol in the temple , the goddess is worshipped in the form of a yoni -like stone 

over which a natural spring flows.  

¶ Also known as Siddha Kubjika , the goddess is a Hindu tantric goddess of desire  who 

evolved in the Himalayan hills. She is also identified as Kali and Maha Tripura.  

¶ The festival is also known as ôMahakumbh of the Eastõ as it draws lakhs of devotees 

from all over the world.  
 

Social Significance   

¶ The ritualistic fair celebrating the goddessõ period is one of the reasons why the taboo 

associated with menstruation is less in Assam compared with other parts of India.  

¶ The attainment of womanhood of girls in Assam is celebrated with a ritual called 

ôTuloni Biyaõ, meaning small wedding .  

¶ Ambubachi Mela serves as an occasion to promote  awareness on menstrual hygiene.  
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Context   

¶ Ministry of Cultureõs National Gallery of Modern Art will organise virtual tour titled 

òRamkinkar Baij , Journey through silent transformation and expressionsó to 

commemorate the 115th Birth Anniversary of Ramkinkar Baij on 26th May 2020.  
 

About   

¶ Ramkinkar Baij (1906-1980), one of the most seminal artists of modern India, was an 

iconic sculptor, painter and graphic artist.  

¶ He was born in Bankura, West Bengal 

¶ In 1925, he made his way to Kala Bhavana, the art school at Santiniketan and was under 

the guidance of Nandalal Bose. 

¶ Along with Nandalal Bose and Benodebehari Mukherjee, he played a pivotal role in 

making Santiniketan one of the most important centres for modern art in pre -

Independent India.  

 
 

 
 

http://t.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com/


Context   

¶ Department of Archaeology, Heritage and Museums will soon commence field research 

work at Keshavapura in Araga Gram Panchayat (GP) of Tirthahalli taluk to explore 

definitive archaeological evidences that may put an end to speculations regarding the 

birthplace of Purandara Dasa.  
 

About   

¶ Regarded as the Pitama of Carnatic Music. 

¶ Regarding birthplace  - contest between Araga hobli in Tirthahalli taluk of Shivamogga 

district in Karnataka and Purandaragadh, near Pune in Maharashtra. 

¶ He was a Haridasa, great devotee of Lord Krishna  and a saint. 

¶ He was a disciple of the celebrated Madhwa philosopher -saint Vyasatirtha , and a 

contemporary of yet another great  Haridasa, Kanakadasa. 

¶ Purandaradasa was the pioneer who blended the rich musical streams, namely the 

Dravidian and Aryan music, into a single stream known as Carnatic music.  

¶ Prior to his i nitiation to Haridasa tradition, Purandara Dasa was a rich merchant and 

was called as Srinivasa Nayaka.  
 

Contributions   

¶ He formulated the basic lessons of teaching Carnatic music by structuring graded 

exercises known as Svaravalis and Alankaras. 

¶ He introduced the raga Maya malavagowla as the first scale to be learnt by beginners 

in the field ð a practice that is still followed today.  

¶ He is noted for composing  Dasa Sahithya, as a Bhakti movement. 
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Context   

¶ The traditional art of ôtalamaddaleõ, a variant of Yakshagana theatre, has gone virtual 

in times of COVID -19. A performance was streamed live on social media on June 13.  
 

About   

¶ It is an ancient form of performance dialogue or debate performance in Southern India  

in the Karavali and Malnad regions of Karnataka and Kerala. 

¶ The plot and content of the conversation is drawn from popular mythology  but the 

performance mainly consists of an impromptu debate between characters involving  

sarcasm, puns, philosophy positions and humour.  
 

How  is it  different  from  Yakshgana 

¶ Unlike the Yakshagana performance, in the conventional ôtalamaddale,õ the artists sit 

across in a place without any costumes  and engage in testing their oratory skills based 

on the episode chosen.  

¶ If music is common for both Yakshagana performance and ôtalamaddaleõ, the latter has 

only spoken word without any dance or costumes.  

¶ Hence it is an art form minus dance, costumes and stage conventions.  
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