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Khujli Ghar

In Nagaland, an itch for reviving prickly
cages for offenders

Rahul Karmakar GUWAMATI:, FEBRUARY 28, 2021 17:43 15T
UPDATED: FEBRUARY 28, 2021 22:24 IST

1 Itis a cramped, triangular cage made from the logs of an indigenous tree that irritates
the skin.

{ Itis atraditional form of punishment that seeks to check crime.
f Somevillages in Nagaland are trying to revive this form of punishment.

I Such itchy cages arereferred to as khujli ghar in Nagamese . But each Naga community
has its own name. The Aos, one of the major tribes of Nagaland, call it Shi-ki that means

flesh-house.

{ The cage is madeof the logs of Masang-fung, a local tree that people avoid because of
the irritation it causes.

Kunjali Marrakars

Explained | War heroes who resisted
Portuguese: The mega film Kerala is
talking about

Directed by Priyadarshan, Marakkar: Arabikadalinte Simham features the popular actor Mohanlal and
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Directed by Priyadarshan, it features the popular actor Mohanial and was reportedly made on a budget
of Rs 100 crore, making it the most expensive Malayalam film ever

On March 26, the big-budget film Marakkar: Arabikadalinte Simham (Marakkar:
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Context
f Recently, a petition was filed in the Kerala High Court against the film - Marakkar: The

Lion of the Arabian Sea,allegi ng o6di stortion of histor
release. It is said to be the most expensive Malayalam film ever made.

<<

Who were Marakkars
{ By some accounts, they were of Arab origin and had migrated from Tunisia to

Panthalayani near Koyilandy in present -day Kozhikode.

1 By other accounts, the Marakkars were descendants of affluent businessman from the
Cochin kingdom who migrated later to Calicut.

1 The Marakkars were mostly Muslims , but in some parts, they have been found to be
Hindus as well.

War against the Portuguese about
{ Faced with invading Portuguese ships, the Zamorin reached out to the Marakkars to

defend the coast.

1 They were led in succession by four Marakkars, chief admirals who were appointed by
the Zamorin with the title of Kunjali.

{1 Their strategy was similar to guerrilla warfare . The Portuguese had massive ships
which could not make easy manoeuvres in the sea.

1 The Marakkars used small ships which could easily surround the Portuguese ships,
enabling the fighters to attack at will.

Ambubachi Mela

Assam's Kamakhya Temple Closes For
Ambubachi Mela, Festivities Cancelled

Festivities amid the annual Ambubachi rituals at Assam’'s Kamakhya Temple have been cancelled for
the second year in a row due to the COVID-19 pandemic, and devotees have been barred from
assembling.
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Guwahati: The annual I Ambubachi rituals at Assam's Kamakhya Temple in

' " Food Guwahati began today, with priests symbolically closing the doors of the shrine
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Context
1 In the wake of the Covid-19 pandemic, the pss

annual Ambubachi Mela of Assam has been f,,': ’
cancelled this year.

About
1 The festival symbolises the fertility cult of

goddess Kamakhya.

' Thereisnoidol in the temple , the goddess is worshipped in the form of a yoni-like stone
over which a natural spring flows.

f Also known as Siddha Kubjika, the goddess is aHindu tantric goddess of desire who
evolved in the Himalayan hills. She is also identified as Kali and Maha Tripura.

1 The festival is also known as Mahakumbh of the Eastdas it draws lakhs of devotees
from all over the world.

Social Significance
T The ritualistic fair celebrating the goddes

associated with menstruation is less in Assam compared with other parts of India.

{ The attainment of womanhood of girls in Assam is celebrated with a ritual called
0 Tul o n,imeaBingysaail wedding .

' Ambubachi Mela serves as an occasiorto promote awareness on menstrual hygiene.

Ramkinkar Baij

Ministry of Culture

National Gallery of Modern Art will organise virtual tour to commemorate the
115th Birth Anniversary of Ramkinkar Baij tomorrow

Ministry of Culture’s National Gallery of Modemn Art will organise virtual tour titled “Ramkinkar Baij | Journey through silent transformation and expressions™ to
commemorate the 115th Birth Anniversary of Ramkinkar Baij on 26th May 2020. The NGMA takes pride in 639 works of art created by the iconic artist. This virtual tour
presents the works of art from the prominent artworks of Ramkinkar Baij from reserve collection of NGMA, grouped in a series of five different themes of (i) Portrait, (ii)
Life Study, (iii) Abstract & Structural Composition, (iv) Nature Study & Landscape and (v) Sculp
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f Ministry oNato@ahGatlenyrofeModern Art will organise virtual tour titled

ORamkinkar Baij, Journey through silent transf
commemorate the 115th Birth Anniversary of Ramkinkar Baij on 26th May 2020.

About
' Ramkinkar Baij (1906-1980), one of the mo$ seminal artists of modern India, was an

iconic sculptor, painter and graphic artist.
1 He was born in Bankura, West Bengal

1 In 1925, he made his way toKala Bhavana,the art school at Santiniketan and was under
the guidance of Nandalal Bose.

1 Along with Nandalal Bose and Benodebehari Mukherjee, he played a pivotal role in
making Santiniketan one of the most important centres for modern art in pre -
Independent India.

Purandara Dasa

Karnataka govt. takes efforts to solve mystery over
birthplace of Purandara Dasa

Veerendra PM. SHIVAMOGGA, MAY 73, 3030 33.37 157
UPDATED: MAY 36, 2020 G388 15T
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1 Department of Archaeology, Heritage and Museums will soon commence field research

work at Keshavapura in Araga Gram Panchayat (GP) of Tirthahalli taluk to explore
definitive archaeological evidences that may put an end to speculations regarding the
birthplace of Purandara Dasa.

About
1 Regarded as thePitama of Carnatic Music.

{ Regarding birthplace - contest betweenAraga hobli in Tirthahalli taluk of Shivamogga
district in Karnataka and Purandaragadh, near Punein Maharashtra.

{ He was aHaridasa, great devotee of Lord Krishna and a saint.

! He was a disciple of the celebrated Madhwa philosopher-saint Vyasatirtha, and a
contemporary of yet another great Haridasa, Kanakadasa

{ Purandaradasa was the pioneer who blended the rich musical streams, namely the
Dravidian and Aryan music, into a single stream known as Carnatic music.

9 Prior to his initiation to Haridasa tradition, Purandara Dasa was a rich merchant and
was called as Srinivasa Nayaka.

Contributions
! He formulated the basic lessonsof teaching Carnatic music by structuring graded

exercises known asSvaravalis and Alankaras.

f He introduced the raga Maya malavagowla as the first scale to be learnt by beginners
in the field d a practice that is still followed today.

f He is noted for composing Dasa Sahithya as a Bhakti movement.

Talamadalle

KARNATAKA

Amid ipandemic, traditional art of ‘talamaddale’ goes
digita

Raviprasad Kamila MANGALURY, JUNE 15, 3030 37-54 15T
UPDATED: |UNE

A performance of the variant of Yakshagana theatre
was streamed live on social media on june 13

The traditional art of “talamaddale’ a variant of
Yakshagana theatre, too has gone virtual in times of
COVID-19. A performance was streamed live on social
media on June 13 and more such are in store.

Vasudeva Ranga Bhat, the artiste who enacted the role of
Rama in an episode of Ramayana performed from
Udupi, while his counterpart Sripada Hegde, who played
the part of Lakshmana, was in California in the US.
Another artist Ganapathi Bhat Sankadagundi, who was
Bharata, was in Mysuru. The musicians — Anantha
Hegde Dantalige, the ‘bhagavatha’(singer-cum-
director). and Ganapathi Bhagvat Kavale, the ‘maddale’
player — were in Yellapur in Uttara Kannada.
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Context
f The traditional artof 6t al amaddal ed, a var i ahastgone Virtudl a k s

in times of COVID -19. A performance was streamed live on social media on June 13.

About
{ Itis an ancient form of performance dialogue or debate performance in Southern India

in the Karavali and Malnad regions of Karnataka and Kerala.

f The plot and content of the conversation is drawn from popular mythology but the
performance mainly consists of an impromptu debate between characters involving
sarcasm, puns, philosophy positions and humour.

How is it different from Yakshgana
f Unli ke the Yakshagana performance, in the

across in a placewithout any costumes and engage in testing their oratory skills based
on the episode chosen.

1 f music is common for both Yakshthglaterbhasper
only spoken word without any dance or costumes.

' Henceitis an art form minus dance, costumes and stage conventions

Keladi Excavation

nnnnnnnnn

Skeletal remains of a child excavated as part of Keeladi’s
6th phase excavation

f w - = - e Al A|] A

Skeletal remains of a child were excavated from Konthagai village, part of the
sixth phase of ongoing excavations in the ancient site of Keeladi here on Friday.

The skeleton was found buried between two terracotta urns that were also
found on the same day. It was 75 cm in height and was found 0.5 m below
surface level.

Excavations are currently taking place at Keeladi, Konthagai, Manalur and
Agaram villages in Sivaganga district. Konthagai village, located around 2 km
from Keeladi, is believed to be a burial site.

Deputy Director of Archaeology and in-charge of the excavations R.
Sivanan dam said that when the team began excavating, they first found the
mouth and the hand in the remains. The lid of the two urns were also exposed at
the same time. “The rest of it followed soon.” he said.
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