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Note -  
• The Newspaper clippings pasted in PDF are important from Mains point of view as it 

contains the fodder material for  Mains Answer Writing. 

• Also watch DND video lectures everyday @ 4 PM on Sleepy’s YouTube channel in order 
to understand  how to get the most out of  everyday’s  Newspaper . 
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Click  here to watch the following topics on YouTube 
1. Society 
1.1.Big tech & Our Kids (Indian Express)  
Author - Krishna Kumar 

• Context- Protecting Children In The Digital Age  

Concerns  
• For the big social media companies, profit is a higher priority than children’s mental 

health.  

• A whistleblower of Facebook, Frances Haugen, accused Facebook of hurting children and 
harming democracy by promoting social divisions.  

• As per Frances Haugen, Facebook’s products “harm children, stoke division and weaken 
our democracy.”  

• She tried to explain how the company entices its customers to linger on content, enabling 
advertisers to target more accurately, and so on.  

• According to Maria Ressa, this year’s Nobel prize winner for Peace that there are 
widespread behaviour modification effects of social media and other offerings of the 
internet upon Children & Society in particular.  

• Manipulation of people’s minds is strategised to numb the capacity to distinguish 
between propagated narrative and reality.  

Vacuum Created In The Pandemic  
• Tech giants and their academic support armies have invaded the terrain where the family 

and school once reigned.  

• At a Time when Internet is an integral part of daily life, no one knows how to protect 
children from exposure to things they ought not to see and messages they must not 
receive.  

• Rumours circulate through social media and serve as sources of profit for the companies 
that control these media.  

• Despite the elaborate legal framework that now exists in Western countries and in India as 
well, it has not been easy to bring justice to children caught in social misfortunes of 
different kinds.  

• Digital platforms subtly shape and not merely transmit the expression of human emotions 
and thoughts.  
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2. International Relations  
2.1.The Sanctions Clouds over India- USA Ties (The Hindu)  
• Author - K. V. Prasad  

• Context- Strategic Test Of India USA Relations  

CAATSA  
• Countering America's Adversaries Through Sanctions Act (CAATSA) is a United States 

federal law that imposed sanctions on Iran, North Korea, and Russia  

• The bill was signed into law on 2 August 2017 by President Donald Trump, who stated 
that he believed the legislation was "seriously flawed“  

• The issue here is the import of S 400 missile systems from Russia could attract for India 
sanctions under this law.  

• Although CAATSA was signed in 2017, a year later India signed the agreement with 
Russia and paid an advance in 2019.  

• CAATSA was passed when the U.S. sought to discourage trade in the defence and 
intelligence sectors of Russia as it was felt that Russians had Interfered in the US 
Presidential Elections in 2016.  

• Sanctions include suspending export licence, banning American equity/debt investments 
in entities, prohibiting loans from U.S. financial institution.  

Presidential Waiver Clause 

• This was written into the law after much persuasion and is interpreted as one crafted to 
accommodate countries like India.  

• The “modified waiver authority” allows the President to waive sanctions in certain 
circumstances.  

• He has to decide whether the move is in American interest & does not endanger the 
country’s national security.  

• Country in question should be taking steps to bring down its inventory of defence 
equipment from Russia.  

• Sanctions have the tremendous potential of pulling down the upward trajectory of the 
bilateral relationship between the U.S. and India, which now spans 50 sectors, especially in 
the field of defence.  

Way Forward  
• In the last Decade, India’s military purchase from Russia has steadily declined.  

• India’s import of arms decreased by 33% between 2011-15 and 2016-20 and Russia was 
the most affected supplier.  
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• Government-to-government deals with the U.S. touched $20 billion and deals worth 
nearly $10 billion are under negotiation.  

• U.S. designated India as a Major Defence Partner in 2016 & gave India Strategic Trade 
Authorisation-1 which allows access to critical technologies.  

• The CAATSA test will determine the course of the India-U.S. strategic partnership.  
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3. Economy  
3.1.Taking The Lid of Illicit Financial Flows (The Hindu)  
• Author - Arun Kumar 

• Context- Pandora Papers  

Concerns  
• The leaked papers now and even earlier have exposed the international financial 

architecture and illicit financial flows.  

• The Pandora Papers are just a confirmation of the Panama Leaks of 2016 of the use of tax 
havens to siphon off illicit money.  

• A large extent of the illicit financial flows have a link to New York City and London, the 
biggest financial centres in the world that allow financial institutions such as big banks to 
operate with ease  

• Tax havens enable the rich to hide the true ownership of assets by using: trusts, shell 
companies and the process of ‘layering’  

• The process of layering involves moving funds from one shell-company in one tax haven 
to another in another tax haven and liquidating the previous company.  

Tax Havens  
• Even citizens of countries with low tax rates use tax havens.  

• Countries such as British Virgin Islands, Panama, Luxemburg, Bermuda are popular Tax 
Haven Countries.  

• Since Lately, tax havens have enabled capital to become highly mobile, forcing nations 
to lower tax rates to attract capital.  

• The 2.94 terabytes of data from the Pandora Papers have exposed the financial secrets of 
over 330 politicians and public officials, from more than 90 countries and territories.  

• The very powerful who need to be onboard to curb illicit financial flows are the 
beneficiaries of the system and would not want a foolproof system to be put in place to 
check it.  

• Funds are moved out of national jurisdiction to spirit them away from the reach of 
creditors (Public Sector Banks) and not just governments.  

India’s Investigations  
• Many Indians have made some relative into an NRI who can operate shell companies 

and trusts outside the purview of Indian tax authorities.  

• Prosecution has been difficult in the earlier cases of data leakage from tax havens.  
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• Supreme Court of India-monitored Special Investigation Team (SIT) set up in 2014 has 
not been able to make a dent  

• The Organised sector and NOT the Unorganised sector has been the real culprit and also 
spirits out a part of its black incomes.  
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4. Environment  
4.1.Deconstructing Climate Finance (The Hindu)  
Author - Sreeja Jaiswal & T. Jayaraman 

• Context- Walk The Talk  

Issue  
• In the Run up to the 26th COP @ Glasgow, Media reports suggest that developed countries 

are inching closer to the target of providing $100 billion annually in climate finance to 
developing countries by 2025.  

• Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), has claimed that 
climate finance provided by developed countries had reached $78.9 billion in 2018.  

• But these claims are not true as observed from the ground reality.  

Why are the Claims of OECD Not true?  
• Developing countries have insisted that developed country climate finance should be from 

public sources and should be provided as grants or as concessional loans. However, most 
of the credit given until now is Private finance & Export Credits.  

• Public finance component amounted to only $62.2 billion in 2018, with bilateral funding of 
about $32.7 billion and $29.2 billion through multilateral institutions.  

• Of the public finance component, loans comprise 74%, while grants make up only 20%  

• 76% of loans provided by multilateral development banks and 46% of loans provided 
by multilateral climate funds were non-concessional  

• Oxfam estimates that in 2017-18, out of an average of $59.5 billion of public climate 
finance reported by developed countries, the climate-specific net assistance ranged only 
between $19 and $22.5 billion per year.  

Way Forward  
• UNFCCC’s Standing Committee on Finance reports that on average, developed countries 

provided only $26 billion per year as climate-specific finance between 2011-2016  

• Climate finance through loans risks exacerbates the debt crisis of many low-income 
countries.  

• John Kerry, US Special Envoy on Climate change made it clear that public finance 
would only contribute to “de-risking” of investment.  

• Bulk of the money coming in would be through private funds, and not selected based on 
developing countries’ priorities and needs. Climate Finance demands maintaining a 
balance between adaptation and mitigation.  

✓Annual costs of adaptation in developing countries could range from $140 to $300 
billion annually by 2030 and rise to $500 billion by 2050  
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5. Internal Security  
5.1.The Global War on Terror Grinds Along (The Hindu)  
• Author - M.K. Narayanan 

• Context- Multi Dimensions of Terrorism.  

Despite War On terror since last 2 decades, terrorism remains relevant?  
• Despite organisational fracturing and territorial degradation, terror groups such as al-

Qaeda and the IS today pose a persistent challenge.  

• Not only the major terror groups but even smaller terror modules currently retain the 
potential for both sophisticated and mass casualty attacks.  

• The broad sweep acquired by radical Islam in recent decades has, by no means, been 
eliminated.  

• The newer breed of terrorists are well-versed in the practical methodologies practised by: 
The Jalaluddin and Sirajuddin Haqqani, LeT, JeM  

• Despite some temporary setbacks caused by the Global war on terror, the broad 
contours of terrorism still remains relevant  

India’s Vulnerability  
• Kashmir is beginning to see a new wave of terror attacks reviving grim memories of the 

1990s.  

• Targeted killings of minorities have begun to send shockwaves across not only Jammu & 
Kashmir ( J&K), but many other pockets of the country.  

• Sirajuddin Haqqani holds a key position in the new interim Government of Afghanistan, 
makes it easier for forces inimical to India in the region to wage an ‘undeclared war’ 
against India.  

• New breed of terrorists, which are being recruited over the internet, are experimenting 
with newer forms of terror.  

• Digital sabotage has already entered the armoury of certain terror groups (Cyber 
Terrorism-5th Dimension of warfare)  

• Terror Groups have have the capacity today to employ cyber techniques to carry out 
hostile attacks on the ICT-enabled infrastructure of another country. (White Collar 
Jihadis)  
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