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Note –  

• The Newspaper clippings pasted in PDF are important from Mains point of view as it 

contains the fodder material for Mains Answer Writing.  

• Also watch DND video lectures everyday @ 4 PM on Sleepy’s YouTube channel in order to 

understand how to get the most out of every day’s Newspaper .   
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Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

Health (P-I/II/III) 
Example 

• Mizoram in the North East currently has the highest novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19) 

positivity rate in India, according to latest data. This is despite the state having a high 

vaccination rate. 
 

Resources (Paper I/II/III)  

Commodification of water 

• Separation of water from land to allow water commodification also results in environmental 

degradation, according to experts. 
 

Reason 

• The transition from public-regulated tariffs (usually for non-profit cost recovery) to market 

pricing of water leads to profits for private players. This further increases marginalisation of 

vulnerable users and ignorance towards affected third parties and non-productive values.  
 

Suggestion 

• Creation of transparent and democratic water legislations to promote maximum public 

participation. 

• Hydrologically planned and implemented water resource management decisions. 

• Prevention of exploitation of aquifers so that they can operate as strategic drought reserve. 

• Promotion of public water banks in water-stressed river basins. 
 

Civil servant (Paper II/IV)  

• The Supreme Court has ruled that the successful UPSC aspirants have no right to be allocated 

to a cadre of their choice 

• Under Rule 5(1) of the Indian Administrative Service (Cadre) Rules, 1954, the allocation of 

cadre officers to the various cadres has to be made by the Central Government in consultation 

with the State Government or the State Government concerned. 

• The court held that the Cadre Rules are satisfied when the consultation was made with the State 

to which allocation was made (Not with the state to which the candidate belongs). 
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Environment 

• Recently The Central Empowered Committee (CEC), constituted by the Supreme Court, has 

asked the Assam government to take action on illegal construction in the identified wildlife 

corridors of the Kaziranga National Park and Tiger Reserve. 

o The court’s order disallowed new construction on private lands that form part of the 

nine identified animal corridors of the tiger reserve, considered the world’s safest 

address of the one-horned rhinos.  

o The court had also banned all types of mining on these corridors. 
 

Issues  

• In the recent past it has been observed that trucks, tankers and other vehicles are stopping to 

park in roadsides and creating unnecessary hindrance to wild animal movement from 

Kaziranga National Park to Karbi Anglong hillside 

• The number of hotels/dhabas are increasing day by day. 

• Vehicle operators were washing their vehicles in streams flowing into the national park, 

thereby polluting the water bodies with oil, grease and wastewater. 
 

Kaziranga National Park and Tiger Reserve 

• The KNTPR is a national park in the Golaghat, Karbi Anglong and Nagaon districts of the state 

of Assam. 

• The sanctuary, which hosts two-thirds of the world’s great one-horned rhinoceroses, is a 

World Heritage Site. 

• It is also recognized as an Important Bird Area by BirdLife International for the conservation of 

avifaunal species. 

• Much of the focus of conservation efforts in Kaziranga are focused on the 'big four' species - 

Rhino, Elephant ,  Royal Bengal tiger and Asiatic water buffalo. 

• The park also has more than 250 seasonal water bodies, besides the Diphlu River running 

through it. 
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• World Meteorological Congress endorses Water and Climate Coalition for promoting sharing 

and access to integrated hydrological, cryosphere, meteorological and climate data. 
 

Key Points 

• Early warnings about floods and droughts will be available for people everywhere on the 

planet by 2030, according to the ‘Water Declaration’ endorsed at the ongoing World 

Meteorological Congress. 

• Policies for water and climate action developed within the sustainable development agenda 

will be integrated to yield maximum benefit for people. 

• This will be achieved through partnerships for capacity development, knowledge exchange 

and information sharing, formulating policies, institutional and regulatory frameworks. 

• The formation of the Coalition is significant at a time when just 40 per cent of countries 

globally have operational early flood and drought warning systems. 

• Some 60 per cent of WMO member countries lack hydrological monitoring capabilities, 

according to the organisation. 
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• Some 107 countries are not on track to have sustainably managed water resources.  

• The Coalition is thus aimed at accelerating the progress of water-related United Nations 

Sustainable Development Goals, especially SDG6 (water and sanitation for all). 
 

World Meteorological Organization (WMO)  

• is an intergovernmental organization. 

• It originated from the International Meteorological Organization (IMO), the roots of which were 

planted at the 1873 Vienna International Meteorological Congress. 

• Established by the ratification of the WMO Convention on 23 March 1950, WMO became 

the specialised agency of the United Nations for meteorology (weather and climate), 

operational hydrology and related geophysical sciences a year later.  

• The Secretariat, headquartered in Geneva, is headed by the Secretary-General.  

• Its supreme body is the World Meteorological Congress. 
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Science & Technology 

• In a world overwhelmed by the current Covid-19 pandemic, it is easy to forget about the 

existence of other viruses which can cause serious illness. One such virus that has affected our 

lives since the times of the Egyptian civilisation is the poliovirus. 
 

Poliovirus Vs Coronavirus 

• The poliovirus is the simplest known human virus. It is very small at only 30 nanometers. In 

comparison, SARS-CoV-2 is a slightly larger virus at about 100 nanometers 

• Poliovirus was first isolated in 1909 by Karl Landsteiner and Erwin Popper and the first 

human coronavirus was isolated in 1933 by Leland David Bushnell and Carl Alfred Brandley. 

• Poliovirus causes a disabling and life-threatening disease called poliomyelitis. The virus 

spreads from person to person and can infect a person’s spinal cord, causing paralysis. In 

about 25 per cent of all people infected with polio, it causes very mild flu-like symptoms 

including sore throat, fever, tiredness, nausea, headache, and stomach for about 2- 5 days and 

they make a full recovery. 

• Poliovirus is highly contagious and can easily spread from person to person – the R-naught 

value, that is, the number of people one infected individual can infect for polio is 5-7. For 

Covid-19, the R-naught value is 1.4 to 3.9. 

• Poliovirus spreads by person-to-person contact, especially via the faecal-oral route. Poor hand 

hygiene, lack of access to clean water, improper sewage systems are the most common reasons 

for the incidence and transmission of polio. 

• Today, the only places in the world where wild polio exists are Pakistan and Afghanistan.  
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Geography 

• As per recently released Global Agricultural Productivity Report 2021 Global agricultural 

productivity not growing as fast as food demand. 
 

Key findings 

• Total factor productivity (TFP) is growing at an annual rate of 1.36 per cent (2020-2019). 

• This is below the Global Agricultural Productivity Index that has set an annual target of 1.73 per 

cent growth to sustainably meet the needs of consumers for food and bioenergy in 2050. 

• India has seen strong TFP and output growth this century. The most recent data shows an 

average annual TFP growth rate of 2.81 per cent and output growth of 3.17 per cent (2010–2019). 

• However, in low-income countries, nearly all agricultural output growth comes from land-use 

change and forest and grassland destruction for cultivation and grazing. As a result, TFP in 

low-income countries was contracting by an average of 0.31 per cent per year, the report found. 

It identified six strategies and policies that would create sustainable agricultural growth at all scales 
of production: 

• Invest in agricultural research and development. 

• Embrace science-and-information-based technologies. 

• Improve infrastructure for transportation, information and finance. 

• Cultivate partnerships for sustainable agriculture, economic growth and improved nutrition. 

• Expand and improve local, regional and global trade. 

• Reduce post-harvest loss and food waste. 
 

Total factor productivity  

• TFP tracks changes in how efficiently agricultural inputs such as land, labour, fertiliser, feed, 

machinery and livestock are transformed into outputs like crops, livestock and aquaculture 

products. 

• TFP growth is influenced by climate change, weather events, changes in fiscal policy, market 

conditions, investments in infrastructure and agricultural research and development. 

• Climate change has already reduced productivity growth globally by 21 per cent since 1961. 
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Polity 

• As part of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav, a total of 152 Centre for Financial Literacy & Service 

Delivery (SAKSHAM Centres) across 77 districts of 13 states launched under Deendayal 

Antyodaya Yojana - National Rural Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NRLM) of the Ministry of 

Rural Development during 4-8th October, 2021. 
 

SAKSHAM Centres 

• They would act as one stop solution/single window system for basic financial needs of Self-

Help Group (SHG) households in rural areas.  

• The main objective of the center is to provide financial literacy & facilitate delivery of financial 

services (savings, credit, insurance, pensions etc.) to SHG members and rural poor.   

• These Centers will be managed by SHG network, largely at the level of the Cluster Level 

Federations (CLFs), with the help of trained Community Resource Persons (CRPs). 
 

Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana - NRLM 

• Aajeevika - National Rural Livelihoods Mission (NRLM) was launched by the Ministry of Rural 

Development (MoRD), Government of India in June 2011.  

• Aided in part through investment support by the World Bank, the Mission aims at creating 

efficient and effective institutional platforms of the rural poor, enabling them to increase 

household income through sustainable livelihood enhancements and improved access to 

financial services.  

• NRLM set out with an agenda to cover 7 Crore rural poor households, across 600 districts, 6000 

blocks, 2.5 lakh Gram Panchayats and 6 lakh villages in the country through self-managed Self 

Help Groups (SHGs) and federated institutions and support them for livelihoods collectives in 

a period of 8-10 years. 

• In addition, the poor would be facilitated to achieve increased access to rights, entitlements and 

public services, diversified risk and better social indicators of empowerment.  

• DAY-NRLM believes in harnessing the innate capabilities of the poor and complements them 

with capacities (information, knowledge, skills, tools, finance and collectivization) to participate 

in the growing economy of the country. 

•  In November 2015, the program was renamed Deendayal Antayodaya Yojana (DAY-NRLM). 
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• Recently around 700 people have been detained in Jammu and Kashmir, including a few under 

the stringent Public Safety Act (PSA) before Amit Shah’s visit. 
 

Public Safety Act (PSA) 

• The Jammu & Kashmir Public Safety Act, 1978 is a preventive detention law, under which 

a person not below 18 years of age is taken into custody to prevent him or her from acting in 

any manner that is prejudicial to “the security of the state or the maintenance of the public 

order”. 

• The law was introduced by Sheikh Abdullah in 1978. It was brought in to prevent timber 

smuggling, and keep the smugglers in prison.  

• Originally, it allowed the government to detain any person above the age of 16 without trial 

for a period of two years. 

• The amendments made in 2011 raised the minimum age of a person from 16 to 18 years. 

• It also reduced the maximum detention period from one year to three months in case of public 

disorder, and from two years to six months in cases where the security of the State is involved. 

• However there is a provision for revision and the detention period can be extended to one year 

and two years respectively. 
 

Protection against Detention under PSA 

• The only way the preventive detention order can be challenged is through a habeas corpus 

petition filed by relatives of the detained person. 

• High Court and Supreme Court have the jurisdiction to hear such petitions and pass a final 

order seeking quashing of the PSA. 

• However, if the order is quashed, there is no bar on the government passing another detention 

order under the PSA and detaining the person again. 
 

Supreme Court on Public Safety Act: 

• The Supreme Court (SC) has held that while detaining a person under the PSA, the DM has a 

legal obligation to analyse all the circumstances before depriving that person of his/her 

personal liberty. 

• It has also held that when a person already under police custody is slapped with the PSA, 

the DM has to record “compelling reasons” for detaining that person. 
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Economy 

• The Government of India, in consultation with the Reserve Bank of India, has decided to issue 

Sovereign Gold Bonds.  

o The Sovereign Gold Bonds will be issued in four tranches from October 2021 to March 

2022 . 

• The Government of India, in consultation with the Reserve Bank of India, has decided to issue 

Sovereign Gold Bonds. 
 

Sovereign Gold Bonds scheme 

• The Bonds will be sold through Scheduled Commercial banks (except Small Finance Banks and 

Payment Banks), Stock Holding Corporation of India Limited (SHCIL),designated post offices, 

and recognised stock exchanges viz., National Stock Exchange of India Limited and Bombay 

Stock Exchange Limited. 
 

Issuance 

• To be issued by Reserve Bank of India on behalf of the Government of India. 
 

Eligibility 

• The Bonds will be restricted for sale to resident individuals, HUFs, Trusts, Universities and 

Charitable Institutions.  
 

Denomination 

• The Bonds will be denominated in multiples of gram(s) of gold with a basic unit of 1 gram. 
 

Tenor 

• The tenor of the Bond will be for a period of 8 years with exit option after 5th year to be exercised 

on the next interest payment dates. 
 

Minimum Size 

• Minimum permissible investment will be 1 gram of gold. 
 

Maximum limit 

• The maximum limit of subscription shall be 4 KG for individual, 4 Kg for HUF and 20 Kg for 

trusts. 
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Issue Price 

• Price of Bond will be fixed in Indian Rupees on the basis of simple average of closing price of 

gold of 999 purity, published by the India Bullion and Jewellers Association Limited for the last 

3 working days of the week preceding the subscription period. 
 

Payment Option 

• Payment for the Bonds will be through cash payment (upto a maximum of `20,000) or demand 

draft or cheque or electronic banking. 
 

Issuance form 

• The Gold Bonds will be issued as Government of India Stock under GS Act, 2006.  

• The investors will be issued a Holding Certificate for the same.  

• The Bonds are eligible for conversion into demat form. 
 

Interest rate 

• The investors will be compensated at a fixed rate of 2.50 percent per annum payable semi-

annually on the nominal value. 
 

Collateral 

• Bonds can be used as collateral for loans. 
 

Tax Treatment 

• The interest on Gold Bonds shall be taxable as per the provision of Income Tax Act, 1961 (43 of 

1961). 
 

SLR Eligibility 

• Bonds acquired by the banks  shall be counted towards Statutory Liquidity Ratio. 
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IR 

• The global terror financing watchdog, Financial Action Task Force (FATF), has added Turkey, 

along with Jordan and Mali, in its revised list of “jurisdictions under increased monitoring”. 
 

Key Points 

• There are now 23 countries in the FATF grey list, officially referred to as "jurisdictions with 

strategic deficiencies". From India's perspective, the most important country on the list is 

Pakistan. Myanmar is also on it — and now, Turkey. 
 

What does ‘increased monitoring’ mean? 

• According to the FATF, when a jurisdiction is placed under increased monitoring, “it means the 

country has committed to resolve swiftly the identified strategic deficiencies within agreed 

timeframes and is subject to extra checks”. 

• This list of jurisdictions are commonly referred to as the “grey list” 

• Some of the other countries on the updated grey list are Philippines, Syria, Yemen, Zimbabwe, 

Uganda, Morocco, Jamaica, Cambodia, Burkina Faso, and South Sudan, and the tax havens of 

Barbados, Cayman Islands, and Panama. 

• The FATF also took two countries — Botswana and Mauritius — out of the grey list. 
 

Why is Turkey on the list? 

• Turkey needs to show it is effectively tackling complex money laundering cases and show it 

is pursuing terrorist financing prosecutions and prioritising cases of UN- designated terrorist 

organisations such as ISIL and al Qaeda. 
 

FATF has given eight specific tasks to Turkey, including, in broad terms: 

• Dedicating more resources to the supervision of AML/CFT compliance by high-risk sectors and 

increasing on-site inspections; 

• Applying “dissuasive sanctions” for breaches of AML/CFT, including unregistered money 

transfers; 

• Enhancing use of financial intelligence to support money laundering investigations; 

• Undertaking more complex money laundering investigations and prosecutions; 

• Fixing responsibilities and measurable performance objectives for anti-terror finance authorities; 

http://t.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com/


• Conducting more financial investigations in terrorism cases; 

• Concerning targeted financial sanctions under the UN’s anti-terror resolutions, and pursuing 

actions against UN-designated groups; and, 

• Implementing a risk-based approach to supervision of non-profit organisations to prevent their 

abuse for terrorist financing. 
 

Case of Pakistan 

• In June 2018, after being grey-listed by the FATF, Pakistan made an international commitment 

at the highest political level that it would work with the FATF to strengthen its AML/CFT 

regime, and to address deficiencies in its counter-terrorist financing-related actions. 

• Pakistan has completed 26 of the 27 action items in its 2018 action plan 

• But, Leaders like Lashkar-e-Taiba founder Hafiz Saeed and Jaish-e-Muhammad 

founder Masood Azhar, who have been sanctioned as international terrorists, continue to be 

largely free in Pakistan, despite some apparent actions against them by the government and 

courts. 
 

Pakistan should continue to work to address its other strategically important 
AML/CFT deficiencies, namely by: 

• Providing evidence that it actively seeks to enhance the impact of sanctions beyond its 

jurisdiction by nominating additional individuals and entities for designation at the UN; and, 

• Demonstrating an increase in ML investigations and prosecutions and that proceeds of crime 

continue to be restrained and confiscated in line with Pakistan’s risk profile, including working 

with foreign counterparts to trace, freeze, and confiscate assets. 
 

FATF 

• Inter-governmental body established in 1989 during the G7 Summit in Paris. 

• Its Secretariat is located at the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development 

(OECD) headquarters in Paris. 

• FATF currently comprises 37 member jurisdictions and 2 regional organisations. 

• Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, China., Denmark., European 

Commission, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Gulf Co-operation Council, Hong Kong, 

China, Iceland, India, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan. Republic of Korea, Luxembourg, Malaysia 

Mexico, Netherlands,  New Zealand, Norway, Portugal, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia , 

Singapore, South Africa, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, United Kingdom, US. 
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G7 Countries 

• intergovernmental organisation (1975). 

• Meets annually to discuss issues of common interest like global economic governance, 

international security and energy policy. 

• No formal constitution or a fixed headquarters.  

• The decisions non-binding. 

• G-7 is a bloc of industrialized democracies i.e. France, Germany, Italy, the United Kingdom, 

Japan, the United States, and Canada. 

• The G7 was known as the ‘G8’ for several years after the original seven were joined by Russia in 

1997. 

• Russia was expelled as a member in 2014 following the latter’s annexation of the Crimea region 

of Ukraine. 
 

40+9 Recommendation 

• 1990-40 recommendation on ML. 

• 2004 – 9 Special recc on Terrorist financing. 
 

Grey and Black list 

Grey List:  

• Countries that are considered safe haven for supporting terror funding and money laundering 

are put in the FATF grey list. This inclusion serves as a warning to the country that it may enter 

the blacklist. 

• Officially referred to as Jurisdictions Under Increased Monitoring. 

• Countries on the FATF grey list represent a much higher risk of money laundering and 

terrorism financing but have formally committed to working with the FATF to develop action 

plans that will address their AML/CFT deficiencies. 
 

Grey and Black list 

Grey List: 

• Albania, the Bahamas, Barbados, Botswana, Cambodia, Ghana, Iceland, Jamaica, Mauritius, 

Mongolia, Myanmar, Nicaragua, Pakistan, Panama, Syria, Uganda, Yemen and Zimbabwe. 
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Black List:  

• Countries known as Non-Cooperative Countries or Territories (NCCTs) are put in the blacklist. 

These countries support terror funding and money laundering activities. The FATF revises the 

blacklist regularly, adding or deleting entries. 

• Iran & North Korea (Feb 2020). 
 

 What can happen as a result of grey-listing? 

• There is research that suggests grey-listing negatively impacts the relationship of the 

concerned countries with international funders including banks and financial institutions that 

take note of FATF rankings, as well as existing and potential overseas investors in those 

countries. 

• A recent study by the International Monetary Fund reported that grey-listing cuts capital 

inflow by an estimated 7.6% of gross domestic product (GDP), while foreign direct investment 

(FDI) and portfolio flows are also hit, Reuters reported. 
 

Grey list Impact 

• Economic sanction (IMF, WB) 

• Trade reduction 

• Loan restriction 
 

Pakistan Case 

• 2012-15- raised $5 billion from international bond market. 

o Import- Export remain stable 

• Recent report that calculated Pakistan has lost $38 billion because of its time on the grey list 

(2008-2015 and 2018-the present). 
 

Black list Impact 

• Financial downgrade & difficult loan. 
 

Sign 

• Like all pol parties, terrorist gp require money. 

• Squeezing money more efficacious way of dealing than army. 

 
 

http://t.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com/


 

• Exercise Konkan Shakti is the first-ever tri-services joint exercise between India and the UK. 
 

Component 

• The maritime component of the exercise will be conducted off India’s west coast in two phases: 

the Harbour phase and the sea phase. 

• The land phase of the exercise will be held at Chaubatia in Uttarakhand. 
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