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• The Newspaper clippings pasted in PDF are important from Mains point of view as 

it contains the fodder material for Mains Answer Writing.  

• Also watch DND video lectures everyday @ 4 PM on Sleepy’s YouTube channel in 

order to understand how to get the most out of everyday’s Newspaper. 
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Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

Health & Governance 

 

Author – Narendra Modi 

 

 

 

• Context- A Billion Thanks! 
 

Highlights 
 

• India scripted history on Thursday with its COVID-19 vaccine doses administered 

crossing the one-billion mark. 

• Unlike the established universal immunization programme, for infants and children, 

India has never undertaken any massive universal adult vaccination programme. 

• Thanks to thousands of health-care workers even while in the midst of a huge number 

of daily cases in April-May during the second wave. 

• Humanity was dealing with such a pandemic after 100 years and no one knew much 

about the virus. 
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• The vaccine drive is an example of what India can achieve if the citizens and the 

government come together with a common goal in the spirit of Jan Bhagidari 

• Round of applause to the Indian scientists and entrepreneurs for rising to the occasion. 

• India’s success in its vaccination drive has also demonstrated to the whole world that 

“democracy can deliver”. 

 

Challenges Ahead 

• If over 75% of the eligible adults have already been vaccinated with one dose, the 

proportion of adults who are fully vaccinated is only 31%. 

• China has already administered over 2.2 billion doses and fully vaccinated over 75% of 

the eligible population even by mid-September.  

• As India has resumed exports of vaccines to other countries, it will be critical to 

maintain supplies in case of an emergency arises in future. 

• Crossing the one-billion mark became possible as India stopped the export of vaccines, 

impacting most low- and middle-income countries. 

• The focus has to be on last-mile delivery and seamless logistics. 

 

Author – Virender Chauhan 

Concerns Ahead 

• As more and more people get vaccinated, new information about questions around 

vaccination and the pandemic keep emerging for scientists  

• Vaccines may not be as effective in stopping the spread of infections, as some initial 

studies had suggested. 

• Questions about how long the vaccine-induced immunity will last and whether booster 

doses will be required have been raised. 

• Vaccine-induced immunity tends to wane over a period of six to nine months. 

• Many countries have started providing booster doses to their populations, ignoring an 

earlier moratorium on booster doses issued by WHO. 

• WHO approved vaccines from China, has waned rapidly and has provided limited 

protection in the older population (Sinovac & Coronavac). 

• Many poor countries, particularly in Africa, have not yet reached vaccination rates 

beyond 5 per cent (No One is safe, till everyone is safe!!). 
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Way Forward 

• Judging from the regularity of emergence of pandemics caused by viruses like HIV, 

Ebola, SARS CoV, in the past four decades, the threat of future viral pandemics is a 

reality.  

• Recent study has shown that parts of South China, Northeastern India, Nepal, and 

many countries in South-East Asia are home to high populations of species of bats that 

harbour coronaviruses. 

• An efficient surveillance system in these parts of the world must be put in place. 

• In India Current pace of vaccination should not only continue but also be carried 

forward with enhanced vigour. 
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International Relations 

 

• Context- Reconstructing Afghanistan 
 

Highlights 

• India’s participation in the Moscow Summit & The call of NSA to the NSAs of 

neighbouring countries of Afghanistan, marks a departure from the past in India’s 

approach towards Taliban. 

• While Taliban was advancing it’s agenda in Afghanistan, India had established contacts 

with the Taliban’s political office in Doha, Qatar. 

• In last 2 decades, India has made investments worth billions of dollars which it would 

want to be protected. 

• Between 1996-2001, when Taliban was in power in Afghanistan, India saw a rise in 

violent incidents in Kashmir as well as the hijacking of an Indian plane to Kandahar. 

(IC-814) 

• Taliban say they will not allow Afghan soil to be used by any terrorist organization.  

• It is in India’s interest to make sure that the Taliban walk the talk.  

 

Bilateral vs Regional Diplomacy 

• Bilaterally, India does not have much clout with the Taliban.  

• Afghan’s new rulers, who are struggling with an economy on the brink of collapse, are 

keener this time to engage with regional powers. 

• Moscow 10, which includes China, Pakistan, Iran and the Central Asian republics, has 

some leverage. 

• These countries also have shared interests in seeing the Taliban severing its terror ties 

and Afghanistan being stabilized. 

 

Way Forward 

• India and other regional countries should help Afghans during this period of economic 

miseries. 

• At The Same time India must use the regional Political & Economic clout to mount 

pressure on the Taliban, so as Taliban makes Political Concessions back home. 
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Environment & Ecology 

 

Author – Pulapre Balakrishnan & Srikumar Chattopadhyay 

• Context- Quit Playing Games with Nature! 

Concerns 

• Unusually heavy rains have caused landslides in Kottayam and Idukki. 

• Loss of life must lead to a serious review of the land-use pattern in Kerala. 

• With a population density of 860 persons/sq. km against an all-India average of 368 

persons/ sq. km Kerala experiences very high pressure on the land. 

• Infrastructure development — particularly road construction — and intra-State 

migration have all led to settlement of the highlands. 

• Between 2001 and 2011, the population grew by 5% whereas the number of houses grew 

by 19.9%. 

• Demand for construction material is altering the landscape through terracing, rock 

quarrying, and the construction of roads. 

 

Why has Construction activities created much of a hazard in Kerala? 

• Construction on hill slopes prone to disintegration during heavy rain. 

• Threat not only to those who choose to live in the buildings but also to those who are 

in the path of the debris. 

• It is not even clear that the authorities responsible for the oversight of construction are 

sufficiently aware of the nature of the problem. 

• Government of Kerala has been timid in enforcing the idea of a construction-free 

Coastal Regulation Zone. 

• The hesitancy towards the implementation of the recommendations of the Gadgil 

Committee, on protection of the Western Ghats is the best example of showing 

disregard to ecology by the state. 

 

Way Forward 

• Consider reviewing the Silver Line Rail Project- a light railway connecting the two 

extremities of the State. 

• Its potential to usurp agricultural land and cause ecological disturbance is well known. 
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• Secondly, Widening of Highways in the state by the The Union Government has 

involved mass felling of trees and the removal of habitation on both sides of the road. 

• Development 

interventions should be 

cautious and ecologically 

sensitive to avoid 

unwarranted 

consequences. 

• New railway lines and 

highway widening 

should be undertaken 

only after public hearings 

open to citizens. 

• Government concerned 

must do a deeper 

Technical Analysis of 

Infrastructure projects in 

this ecologically fragile 

zone of Western Ghats. 

• Cost Benefit Analysis of the Projects keeping in mind the impact on nature and people 

is imperative. 

 

 

Author – A.V. Krishnan & R. Srikanth 

• Context- Affordable & Accessible Electricity  
 

Concerns 

• Energy security warrants the uninterrupted supply of energy at affordable prices. 

• Thermal power plant (TPP) generation capacity in India more than doubled from 94 

GW to 192 GW between March 2011 and 2017. 

• However providing electricity security in India is a long way to go since its per capita 

electricity consumption is still only a third of the global average. 

• Coal is the only fuel that India has in abundance. 

• Geopolitics of India’s neighborhood do not permit ready access to piped natural gas. 
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• TPPs contributed 71% of the 1,382 billion units (BU) of electricity generated by utilities 

in India during FY 2020-21. 

Scope Of Renewable Energy 

• This accounts for 24.7% of the total installed generation capacity, as of March 2021 

• They contributed 10.7% of the electricity generated by utilities during FY 2020-21. 

• The rapid growth of VRE sources in India has been largely aided by policy measures as 

well as financial incentives whose cost is borne by the consumer 

• This is because the cost of procurement of electricity from Renewable Energy is to be 

borne by the Discoms, which further pass on this cost to consumers. 

• There is Mismatch of Demand & Supply in Renewable Energy Sector. 

• India must implement a plan to increase energy efficiency and reduce the emissions of 

carbon dioxide (CO2) and airborne pollutants from TPP. 

• But this should not be at the cost of making power expensive and inaccessible for 

people. 

 

Way Forward 

• Progressive retirement of 36 GW of installed generation capacity in 211 TPPs. 

• This will increase the installed capacity from the current level of 209 GW (as of 

September 2021) to 220 GW by FY 2029-30. 

• This will also lead to reduction in total CO2 emissions from the power sector down by 

57 Mt  

• The resulting shortfall in baseload electricity generation can be made up by increasing 

the utilization of existing High-Efficiency-Low-Emission (HELE) TPP. 

• NPCIL is also constructing 11 nuclear power plants with a total generation capacity of 

8,700 MW that will supply 24x7 power without any CO2 emissions. 

• The combined thermal (220 GW) and nuclear (15 GW) capacity of 235 GW can meet the 

baseload requirement 

• India needs to safeguard it’s energy security and ensure efficient grid operations with 

lower water consumption, PM pollution, and CO2 emissions. 
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