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October 2021
Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube

Ajanta Caves

Discovery

o They were covered by jungle until accidentally "discovered" and brought to Western attention in 1819
by a colonial British officer Captain John Smith on a tiger-hunting party.

Geography

o The caves are in the rocky northern wall of the U-shaped gorge of the river Waghur, in the Deccan
plateau.

Location
e Aurangabad District, Maharashtra. (Sahyadri Range - Western Ghats).
Prominent Religion reflected
¢ Buddhism.
Time Period
e 2nd century BCE to about 650 CE.
o Approx. 29 rock cut Buddhist cave Monasteries. (25 - Viharas and 4 Chaityas)
o They were built in 2 phases -
o Phasel-2nd cen BCE.
o Phase II - 400 CE till 650 CE.
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Important Designation

UNESCO World Heritage Site (1983) and Protected Monument under care of ASI.

What all is depicted in these caves ?

¢ Ancient monasteries and worship-halls of different Buddhist traditions carved into a 75-metre (246 ft)

wall of rock.

e The caves also present paintings depicting the past lives.

o Rebirths of the Buddha, pictorial tales from Aryasura's Jatakamala, and rock-cut sculptures of
Buddhist deities.

Important Point

e Caves16,17,1and 2 of Ajanta form the largest corpus of surviving ancient Indian wall-painting.

Mixture of Chaityas - Viharas and Stupas.
Purpose ?

¢ Textual records suggest that these caves served as a monsoon retreat for monks, as well as a resting site

for merchants and pilgrims in ancient India.

Numbering of Caves is just for reference and does not reflect the chronological order of their
constructions.

References in other Important Texts

Travel accounts of Chinese Buddhist travellers Fa Hien (during the reign of Chandragupta II; 380- 415
CE) and Hieun Tsang (during the reign of emperor Harshavardhana; 606 - 647 CE). .

The Ajanta caves are mentioned in the 17th-century text Ain-i-Akbari by Abu al-Fazl, as twenty four
rock-cut cave temples each with remarkable idols.
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Caves of the first Period

Caves of the Second Period

~

Earliest Caves

o Consists of caves 9,10,12,13 and 15 A.
Time Period -

o Roughly around 100 BCE to 100 CE.
Patronage -

o Satvahana Dynasty

o The first Satavahana period caves lacked figurative sculpture, emphasising the stupa instead.

Time Period -

o Around 5th century (4th till 7th CE).
Patronage

o Vakataka Dynasty (Emperor Harisena).

o The second phase is attributed to the theistic MahFyfna, or Greater Vehicle tradition of
Buddhism.

Important Point - Ajanta Caves encompass both Theravada (Hinayana) and Mahayana Buddhist
traditions.

The paintings are in "dry fresco", painted on top of a dry plaster surface rather than into wet plaster.
o One of the striking features is the absence of blue colour.

Cave No. 8 - Oldest of the monasteries.
Cave No. 9 - Oldest Chaityas.
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November 2021
Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube

Ellora Caves

Tag - UNESCO World Heritage Site (1983).

o Location - Aurangabad district of Maharashtra - Charanandri Hills - Shyadari Range (Western Ghats).

¢ One of the largest rock-cut Hindu temple cave complexes in the world, featuring Hinduism in
particular and few Buddhist and Jain monuments.

e Time Period - 600 - 1000 CE.

o Ellora caves are newer as compared to Ajanta caves. The chronology of constructions is as follows -
550 AD to 600 AD - Hindu Phase, 600 AD to 730 AD - Buddhist Phase, and 730 AD to 950 AD - Hindu
and Jain Phase.

o Over 100 caves are there at this site, out of which only 34 are open for public.
e Breakdown of these 34 caves -

e 17 Hindu Caves

e 12 Buddhist Caves

¢ 5]Jaina Caves.

o All these caves were built close to each other which depicts the communal harmony present at that
time.

e Patronage -
o The patronage of Ellora monuments includes Rashtrakutas, Kalachuris, Chalukyas and the Yadavas.

o The Rashtrakuta dynasty and Kalachuris constructed part of the Hindu and Buddhist caves of Ellora
and the Yadava dynasty constructed a number of the Jain caves. They were built close to one another
and illustrated the religious harmony that existed in ancient India.

e Geography -

o These caves occupy arelatively flat rocky region of the Western Ghats, where ancient volcanic activity
had created multi-layered basalt formations, known as the Deccan Traps.

Important Point

o The rock-cut activity was carried out in three phases from the 6th century to the 12th century.

o The earliest caves (caves 1-12), excavated between the 5th and 8th centuries, reflect the Mahayana
philosophy of Buddhism then prevalent in this region.

o The Brahmanical group of caves (caves 13-29), including the renowned Kailasa temple (cave 16), was
excavated between the 7th and 10th centuries.
N\ J
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The last phase, between the 9th and 12th centuries, saw the excavation of a group of caves (caves 30-

34) reflecting Jaina philosophy.
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The Carpenteris Cave / Vishvakarma Cave / Sutar - ki - jhopri at Ellora

All except one of the Buddhist Caves at Ellora are Viharas.

The Cave number 10 also known as Vishwakarma Cave is

the only chaitya.

Cave 10 or the Vishvakarma cave or Carpenter’s Cave is
the most famous Buddhist Cave at Ellora. This cave has a
pillared verandah whose columns have massive squarish
shafts and ghata-pallava (vase and foliage) capitals.

The ceilings of this Chaitya hall has been sculpted in such

a way that it appears having wooden ribs.

Kailashnath Temple, Ellora

Cave 16 features the largest single monolithic
rock excavation in the world, the Kailash

temple, a chariot shaped monument dedicated g

to Lord Shiva.

Kailash temple excavation also features 3
sculptures depicting the gods, goddesses §

found in Hinduism as well as relief panels
summarising the two major Epics.

This temple is a remarkable example of the
Dravidian  architecture  with  Pallava
influence.

It was built in the 8th century by the Rashtrakuta king Krishna I.

Carved via the vertical excavation in which the carvers started at the top of the original rock, and

excavated downward.
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Indra Sabha (Jaina)

e The five Jain caves at Ellora belong to the
Digambara sect.

¢ These caves show dimensions of Jain philosophy
and tradition and reflect a strict sense of
asceticism and known for detailed work in
sculpture.

¢ Out of them, the Indra Sabha is a two storeyed @
cave with one more monolithic shrine in its
court. It has a very fine carving of the lotus flower
on the ceiling. Its name is a misnomer and derives
from the sculpture of a Yaksha Matanga on the
elephant, which was mistaken for Indra. It
possesses an imposing image of Ambika, the
yakshini of Neminath, seated on her lion under a mango tree, laden with fruits.
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¢ Location - Southern Slopes of Vindhyas in Bagh town of Dhar District in Madhya Pradesh.

¢ Time Period - 5th - 6th century AD.
* Religion - Buddhist.

e Important Points -

o Group of nine rock-cut Buddhist monuments, All of them are 'viharas' or resting places of

monks monasteries having quadrangular plan.

o Most significant of these five extant caves is the Cave 4, commonly known as the Rang

Mahal (Palace of Colors).

e Special Point )
10 Available on App Store www.sleepyclasses.com
and Play Store Call 1800-890-3043


http://t.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com/
https://youtu.be/a8DYs0dynYw
https://youtu.be/a8DYs0dynYw

4 )
Sleepy Classes
@ Awakeﬂs Toppers oT.me /SleepyClasses
o The Bagh caves, like those at Ajanta, were excavated by master craftsmen on perpendicular

sandstone rock face of a hill on the far bank of a seasonal stream, the Baghani/Bagheshwari.

o These are renowned for mural paintings by master painters of ancient India. The use of the word
"cave" is a bit of a misnomer, since these are not natural, but instead examples of Indian rock-
cut architecture.

o These paintings were materialistic rather than spiritual in nature.

N J
www.sleepyclasses.com Available on App Store 11

Call 1800-890-3043 and Play Store



http://t.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com/

4 )
OT.me /SleepyClasses @ﬂfﬁﬂé %‘;ﬁes

Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube

Elephanta Caves

b g
' 0 | entrance of the cave. It represents the three aspects of
Shiva: the Creator, the Preserver, and the Destroyer,

. » e k '.,' l ‘ ...4-'.:4' =

o Tag - Designated as UNESCO World Heritage Site (1987) - currently managed by ASI.

¢ Description - The 'City of Caves', on an island in the Sea of Oman close to Bombay, contains a collection
of rock art linked to the cult of Shiva.

¢ Location - They are on Elephanta Island or GHARAPURI (literally city of caves).

e Why such a name ? - Called Elephants by Portuguese because they found Elephant statues on the caves -

they established a base in these caves.

¢ Time Period - Time Period - 5th to 9th Cen CE.

¢ Patronage - Not clear.

Recent Development - Why in News ?
e India’s first and longest sea ropeway project will connect Mumbai with the Elephanta Caves.

o [t is to be executed by the Mumbai Port Trust, under the Ministry of Shipping.

o [t is Rs. 700 crore PPP (Public-Private Partnership) project .

About the Caves
There are two groups of caves on Elephanta Island (two hillocks separated by a narrow valley).

¢ To the east, there is a Stupa Hill (thus named because of ancient Buddhist stupa mounds at the top)
contains two caves, one of which is unfinished, and several cisterns.
o The larger group, to the west, consists of five rock-cut Hindu shrines.

e Each cave has been carved as a rock-cut temple with one main huge chamber, courtyards, two lateral

chambers, and minor shrines.
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o The sculptures over here show syncretism of Hindu and Buddhist Ideas and Iconography.
o These caves are made from solid Basalt rock.
e The most visited and significant cave is on the western hill and is called Cave 1 or the Great Cave.
o Cave 1is the largest and is 39 metres (128 ft) deep from the front entrance to the back.
o The temple complex is primarily the abode of Shiva, depicted in widely celebrated carvings
which narrate legends and theologies of Shaivism.
o However, the artwork reverentially displays themes from Shaktism and Vaishnavism traditions
of Hinduism as well.
- J
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Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube

Barabar Caves

¢ Oldest surviving rock cut caves in India, dating back to Mauryan Empire (322-185 BCE), Famous for their
Lomas Rishi Caves, dated back to approximately 250 BCE.

* Most caves at Barabar consist of two chambers, carved entirely out of granite, with a highly polished
internal surface, the "Mauryan polish" also found on sculptures, and exciting echo effects.

o Barabar hill caves are associated with a number of religions with different sects adopting these caves in
subsequent times - starting with Ajivikas for whom these caves were carved out - later Buddhist Monks
settled over here. One can also find a few Hindu and Jain sculptures.

e Location - Located in Makhdumpur region of Jehanabad district, Bihar, India.
e Time Period - 3*4 Can BCE - Mauryan Empire.
About the Caves

o Situated in the twin hills of Barabar (4 caves) and Nagarjuni (3 caves). Since both of them are believed to
be from the same time frame, together they are called ‘Satghar’.

o Barabar Hill contains four caves: Karan Chaupar, Lomas Rishi, Sudama and Visvakarma.

* Baba Siddhnath Temple, also known as the Shiva Temple and originally known as Siddheshwar Nath
Temple, is located at one of the highest peaks in the range of the Barabar Hills. This temple is said to
have been built during the reign of the Gupta Dynasty.

e These rock-cut chambers bear dedicatory inscriptions in the name of "King Piyadasi" for the Barabar group,
and "Devanampiya Dasaratha" for the Nagarjuni group.

o Date back to the 3rd century BCE during the Maurya period, and to correspond respectively
to Ashoka (reigned 273-232 BCE) and his grandson, Dasharatha Maurya.

o The caves were used by ascetics from the Ajivika sect founded by Makkhali Gosala.

Lomas Rishi Caves

e Man made caves located on the southern side of Barabar
hills and are also known as the Grotto of Lomas Rishi.

o It is the earliest survival of ogee-shaped Chandrashala
or Chaitya Arch which was an important feature of -
sculpture decoration and Indian rock-cut architecture '
for centuries.

¢ The arch-like fagade of Lomas Rishi Cave is an exact

replica of the wood and thatch huts of monks.

¢ During the reign of Mauryan emperor Ashoka, Lomas Rishi Cave was excavated and gifted to the

- J
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Ajivikas monks.

o After Ajivikas, Buddhists used the Lomas Rishi Cave because there are the Bodhimula and Klesa-
Kantara inscriptions in this cave’s door jamb.

e There are no Ashokan Inscription in Lomas Rishi Caves.

Sudama Caves

e Sudama cave is probably the first cave in the Barabar cave group to have been dug as described by an

inscription fund on its entrance.

e Sudama cave was dedicated by Emperor Ashoka as evidenced by an inscription in Brahmi using his
protocol name (Priyadarsin, “He who brings joy”) found in the entrance of the cave.

¢ The inner walls of Sudama caves represent a technical feat. It creates a mirror effect due to the perfectly
flat and polished granite surface.

Vishwakarma Caves

¢ Vishwakarma cave was offered by Ashoka to Ajivikas during the 12th year of his reign.

- J
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Bhimbetka Caves

Bhimbetka Rock Shelters

¢ Archeological site in Central India that spans the Palaeolithic and Mesolithic period as well as the
Historic Period.

¢ [t exhibits the earliest traces of Human life in India and evidence of Stone Age starting at the site in
Acheulian times.

e Why such a Name ?

¢ Bhimbetka meaning "Bhima's resting place" or "Bhima's lounge", is compound word made
of Bhima (second brother among the five Pandavas of Mahabharata) and Baithaka (seat or lounge).
According to the native belief, Bhima during his exile used to rest here to interact with the locals.

Acheulian Rock Industry

e Archaeological industry of stone  tool manufacture
characterized by distinctive oval and pear-shaped
"hand-axes" associated with Homo erectus and derived
species such as Homo heidelbergensis.

NS J
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Bhimbetka Rock Shelters
¢ Location - Raisen Disctict in the Indian State of MP, at the southern edge of the Vindhya Range.

o Some of these rock shelters are successive ranges of the Satpura Hills.

o Itisinside the Ratapani Wildlife Sanctuary - embedded in Sandstone rocks, in the foothills of Vindhya
Range.

o Tag - UNESCO World Heritage Site - Consists of 7 Hills and 750 rock shelters distributed over an
area of 10 Kms. (Only around 15 are open to Visitors.)

e Significance - Provide us a "rare glimpse" into human settlement and cultural evolution from hunter-
gatherers, to agriculture, and expressions of prehistoric spirituality.

e Some of the Bhimbetka rock shelters feature prehistoric cave paintings and the earliest are about
10,000 years old (c. 8,000 BCE), corresponding to the Indian Mesolithic.

e These painting in Bhimbetka caves are the oldest known rock cut art in India, as well as one of the
largest prehistoric complexes.

e Bhimbetka rock Art is also considered as the oldest petroglyphs in the world, with some of them
similar to aboriginal rock art in Australia.

Auditorium Cave

The only painting in the caves showing a man being attacked by a horned
bo V u. 1e.
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Mesolithic dancers at Bhimbetka
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Dickinsonia : Earliest Known Living Animal

in Bhimbetka Caves.

¢ News - Recently, researchers have discovered three fossils of the earliest known living animal, the 550-
million-year-old iDickinsoniaj on the roof of the Bhimbetka Rock Shelters.

Sharpen your “axe’
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Hathigumpha Inscription

¢ The Hathigumpha cave ("Elephant Cave") has the Hathigumpha inscription, written by
Raja Kharavela, the king of Kalinga in India, during the 2nd century BCE.

o The Hathigumpha inscription consists of seventeen lines incised in deep cut Brahmi letters on the
overhanging brow of a natural cavern Hathigumpha in the south side of the Udayagiri hill.

e The inscription also refers to the Kharaval's feat of bringing back Jain image which was taken
by Nanda empire.

o It faces the rock edicts of Asoka at Dhauli, situated about six miles away.

- J
20 Available on App Store www.sleepyclasses.com
and Play Store Call 1800-890-3043



http://t.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hathigumpha_inscription
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kharavela
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kalinga_(historical_kingdom)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Br%C4%81hm%C4%AB_script
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nanda_empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edict
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asoka
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dhauli



http://t.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com/
https://youtu.be/qJ9aRePQ49c
https://youtu.be/qJ9aRePQ49c

-

OT.me /SleepyClasses
Basic Parts of a Hindu Temple 8

Sanctum - Garbhagriha, literal meaning “Womb House” - It was a small cubicle with a single entrance
which grew into a larger chamber in time. The garbhagriha is made to house the main icon.

Mandapa - the entrance to the temple which may be a portico or colonnaded hall that incorporates

space for a large number of worshippers.

Shikara/Vimana - Freestanding temples tend to have a mountain-like spire, which can take the shape
of a curving shikhar in North India and a pyramidal tower, called a vimana, in South India.

Amalaka - It is a stone disc like structure at the top of the temple and they are common in North Indian

temples.

Kalasha - It is the topmost point of the temple and commonly seen in North Indian temples.

Vahan - Mount or vehicle of the temple’s main deity along with a standard pillar or dhvaj is placed

axially before the sanctum.
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amalaka

axis mundi
shikhara

garbhagriha

mandapas

image

L

northern-style temple
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Capstone
vimana

axis mundi mandapas
garbhagriha

image ——& | plinth
<

southern-style temple
NS
22 Available on App Store www.sleepyclasses.com

and Play Store

Call 1800-890-3043


http://t.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com/

( )

D S| Cl
‘;@5 Rdhenny Top?esées OT.me /SleepyClasses

Sculpture, Iconography and Ornamentation

e Astemples grew more complex, more surfaces were created for sculpture through additive geometry,
ie, by adding more and more rhythmically projecting, symmetrical walls and niches, without
breaking away from the fundamental plan of the shrine.

o Study of images of dies ties falls within a brach of art history is called ‘Iconography” which consists of
identification of images based on certain symbols and mythologies associated with them.

The placement of an mage in a temple is carefully planned -

¢ River Goddesses (Ganga and Yamuna) - found at the entrances of a garbhagriha in a Nagara temple.

o Dvarapalas (doorkeepers) are usually found on the gateways or gopurams of Dravida temples.

e Mithunas (erotic images), navagrahas (the nine auspicious planets) and yakshas are also placed at
entrances to guard them.

o The deities of directions, i.e., the ashtadikpalas face the eight key directions on the outer walls of the

sanctum and/or on the outer walls of a temple.
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There are many subdivisions of nagara temples depending on the shape of the shikhara.

1. Latina or Rekha Prasada Style

2. Phamsana Style

3. Valabhi Style
Latina or Rekha Prasad Style

e The most common name for the simple shikhara which is Latina or Rekha Prasad Sﬂgle

square at the base and whose walls curve or slope inward
to a point on top is called the 'latina" or the rekha-prasada
type of shikara.

o Latina types are mainly used for housing the garbhagriha.

Phamsana Style

e Phamsana buildings tend to be broader and shorter than latina ones. Their roofs are composed of
several slabs that gently rise to a single point over the centre of the building, unlike the latina ones
which look like sharply rising tall towers.

o Phamsana roofs do not curve inward, instead they slope upwards on a straight incline.

¢ In many North Indian temples, Phamsana was used for mandapa and latina for Garbhgriha.

Phamsana Style %+

Jagganath Puri Temple -
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Valabhi Style

o These are rectangular buildings with a roof that rises into a vaulted chamber.

¢ The edge of this vaulted chamber is rounded, like the bamboo or wooden wagons that would have
been drawn by bullocks in ancient times.

o They are usually called ‘wagon- vaulted buildings’.

Valabhi Style

NS J
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Chausath Yogini Temple

e [tislocated on a hill top and one of the rarest
of rare Hindu temples in India. Its plan is
circular type temple and it is dedicated to the
Tantric sect of Chausath or 64 Yogini.

e Most of the Hindu temples structure are based
on square or rectangular but circular temples
like this are very rare in India.

o Itis said that the design of Indian Parliament is
inspired by this temple in Morena.

e Itis also a very rare temple as there are 3 - 5
such temples around in India, Such as 2 in Orissa - Hirapur and Ranipur-Jharial, 3 in MP - Bhedaghat
(Jabalpur), Khajuraoh and Mitawali. All are circular except the one in Khajurao.

e Chausath Yogini temple is a temple of small, square shrines of roughly-hewn granite blocks, each
dedicated to goddesses associated with the rise of Tantric worship after the seventh century.

o Built between 7th and 10th centuries, several such temples were dedicated to the cult of the yoginis
across Madhya Pradesh, Odisha and even as far south as Tamil Nadu.

Nagara Style - West India
West India - Gujarat, Rajasthan, Western Madhya Pradesh.

¢ Sandstone is the most common element but along side that a grey to black basalt can be seen in some
of the tenth to twelfth century temple sculptures

¢ Noticeable thing here is the use of white manipulatable soft white marble in some of the tenth to
twelveth century Jain temples in Mount Abu and the fifteenth century temple at Ranakpur.

Sun Temple, Modhera Gujarat ==

¢ The Sun temple at Modhera dates back to early
eleventh century and was built by Raja
Bhimdev I of the Solanki Dynasty in 1026.

e There is a massive rectangular stepped tank
called the surya kund in front of it.

g s e

Sun Temple - odhera Gujarat

e Proximity of sacred architecture to a water
body such as a tank, a river or a pond has been noticed right from the earliest times. By the early
eleventh century they had become a part of many temples.

¢ This hundred-square-metre rectangular pond is perhaps the grandest temple tank in India.

e A hundred and eight miniature shrines are carved in between the steps inside the tank.
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Statue of Equalit

The Prime Minister will inaugurate the Statue of Equality, a statue of Ramanujacharya, on the
outskirts of Hyderabad, Telangana.

India is celebrating his 1,000th birth anniversary as the ‘Festival of Equality’, upholding the view that
the world is one family, ‘vasudhaiva kutumbakam’,”

It is the Worldis second largest statue (in sitting position).

This statue is of 11 century social reformer and saint - Ramanujacharya in a sitting position.

This statues Is made of Panchaloha - combination of five metals - gold, silver, copper, brass and zinc.

To To T Do Do

Sri Ramanujacharya

A Born in 1017 CE in Tamil Nadu, and is also known as Ilaya Perumal which means the radiant one and
is a renowned Vedic philosopher and a social reformer.

He travelled across India, advocating equality and social justice.

He is known for his philosophy of Sri Vaishnavism,.

His works on philosophy laid the foundation of Bhakti Movement in India and considered to be the
inspiration for poets like Annamacharya, Bhakta Ramdas, Thyagaraja, Kabir, and Meerabai.

Apart from being a notable philosopher, Ramanuja was also believed to be an environmentalist as he
appealed for the protection of nature and its resources like air, water, and soil.

A He has also stressed the need of being in tune with nature and not to over-exploit.

o To T I

Writings

A Wrote nine scriptures known as the navaratnas, and composed numerous commentaries on Vedic
scriptures.

A Commentary on the Vedanta Sutras (the Sri Bhasya, or "True Commentary0)

A Commentary on the Bhagavad-Gita (the Gitabhasya, or "Commentary on the Gita”).

Vishistadvaita

Chief proponent of Vishishtadvaita sub school of Vedanta.

It is non-dualism of the qualified whole, in which Brahman alone is seen as the Supreme Reality, but
is characterized by multiplicity.

Can be described as qualified Monism or qualified non-dualism or attributive monism.

This school of Vedanta philosophy believes in all diversity subsuming to an underlying unity.

Non Dualistic school of Vedanta philosophy.

Non-dualism of the qualified whole, in which Brahman alone exist, but is characterised by multiplicity.
Can be described as qualified Monism or qualified non-dualism or attributive monism.

This school of Vedanta philosophy believes in all diversity subsuming to an underlying unity.

is this called Statue of Equality ?

Ramanuja was an advocate of social equality among all sections of people centuries ago, and
encouraged temples to open their doors to everyone irrespective of caste or position in society at a
time when people of many castes were forbidden from entering them.
A He took education to those who were deprived of it. His greatest contribution is the propagation of
the concept of “vasudhaiva kutumbakam”, which translates as “all the universe is one family”.
A He spoke of universal salvation through devotion to God, compassion, humility, equality, and mutual
respect, which is known as Sri Vaishnavam Sampradaya.
N\ J
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Political History

A Bahmanid Sultanate was a Persianate Sunni Muslim empire of the Deccan and first independent
Muslim kingdom in South India.

A Rulers of the dynasty believed that they descended from Bahman, the mythological figure of Greater
Iranian legend and lore. (Therefore the name Bahamani Kingdom)

A The sultanate was founded in 1347 by Ala-ud-Din Bahman Shah. (Ismaili military general from
Badakhshan (Afghanistan)), He set up an independent kingdom over here after revolting against the
Turkic Delhi Sultanate of MBT. (Hasan Gangu Bahamani).

A Capital was Gulbarga.
A Ahmad Wali Shah shifted the capital from Gulbarga to Bidar.

A The Bahmani contested the control of the Deccan with the Vijayanagara Empire to the south.
\- J
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+  6th century BCE - A period of great Religious upheaval - As many as 63 Heterodox sects came forward
to challenge the Brahmanical dominance prevalent at that time, Out of these 63 - Buddhism and Jainism
came to the forefront and laid a strong foundation that exists even to this day.

+  Causes of Origin of these sects
* Revolt against Brahmanical Dominance - Kshatriya reaction against the dominance of the Brahmans.
* Rise of new Agricultural Economy which demanded Animal Husbandry.

*  Patronising of these sects by Vaishyas and other mercantile groups who wanted better social status and a
reign of peace. (6th can CE - Era of Second Urbanisation)

*  Simple methods of these new sects as compared to complex rituals of Vedic Age.

Sources of Buddhism and their ideology

*  Canonical texts - Directly linked to Gautam Buddha in one way or the other. (Difference among various
sects as to, which source can be considered as canonical).

*  Books which lay down the basic tenets and principles of Buddhism such as the Tipitakas (The Three
Baskets/ Collections). These are the Buddha's teachings written on long Narrow Leaves.

* Sutta Pitaka (Conventional Teaching) - recited by Ananda
* Vinaya Pitaka (Disciplinary Code) - recited by Upali
+  Abhidhamma Pitaka (Moral Psychology)

* Sutta Pitaka (Basket of Discourses) - These texts are known as words of Buddha as it refers to what the
Buddha himself said, The authority of these texts has been accepted by all the schools of Buddhism.
These texts are arranged in the manner of how they were delivered by Buddha.

* Vinaya Pitaka (Discipline Basket) - This contains the rule for monks and nuns of the Monastic Order
(Sangha).

* Abhidhamma Pitaka (Basket of Higher Teachings) - contains a thorough study and systemization of the
teachings of the Sutta Pitaka through summaries, questions, and answers.

* Sutta Pitaka (Basket of Discourses) - These texts are known as words of Buddha as it refers to what the
Buddha himself said, The authority of these texts has been accepted by all the schools of Buddhism.
These texts are arranged in the manner of how they were delivered by Buddha.

* Vinaya Pitaka (Discipline Basket) - This contains the rule for monks and nuns of the Monastic Order
(Sangha).

* Abhidhamma Pitaka (Basket of Higher Teachings) - contains a thorough study and systemization of the
teachings of the Sutta Pitaka through summaries, questions, and answers.

\Non-canonical texts or semi-canonical texts )
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Buddhism Part - 2

Lotus and Bull - Birth

Horse - Renunication

Buddha is Bodhi Tree -

represented in five s
~ Enlightenment
forms

Dhammachakra
Paravartana - First Sermon

Footprints - Niravana

Doctrines of Buddha

*  Buddha while giving the analogy of Boat and raft, stresses the fact one should not cling to anything, including
his teachings.

*  The teachings are only Upaya and are thus not dogma.

¢ Ariya-Sachchani (Four Noble Truths)
+ AshtangikaMarga (Eight Fold Path)

*  The core of Buddha’s doctrine on expressed in the -

\. J
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Early Jain Literature

o Initially they were preserved as an Oral tradition, but later they were collected and recorded.

¢ In olden times, Monks strictly followed the great five vows of Jainism, and even the religious scriptures
were considered possessions therefore knowledge of the religion was never documented.

¢ Since it was difficult to memorize the entire Jaina literature, therefore they decided to compile them.

¢ The sacred books of Jainas are known as Siddhanta or Agama (Come down to us as tradition) and these
earliest texts are in an eastern dialect of Prakrit known as Ardh - Magadhi.

e These compilations are considered to be fluid and flexible as according to changing times and the
easiest of the Agamas are considered to be as old as 5th or 6th century CE at council presided over by
Devarddhi Kshamashramana held in Vallabhi in Gujarat.

o Compilation such as Acharanga Sutra, Sutrakritanga, and the Kalpastura are regarded as Early texts.

e Lord Mahavira’s immediate disciples are known as Ganadharas, and all these Gandharas possessed

perfect knowledge (Keval-Gyan). They orally compiled the direct preaching of Lord Mahavira into 12
main texts (sutras). These are called Angas and are the oldest religious scripture of Jaina Literature.

¢ Monks also wrote further wrote, expanding the subject matter defined in these Angas which came to
be known as Angbahvas (Meaning outside of Angas).

e Shvetambara canon includes 12 Angas, 12 Upanagas (commentary on these Angas), 10 Prakirnas

(Scriptures which describe independent or miscellaneous subjects of Jain religion).
Jainism
Other Sutras

e 6 Cheda Sutras and 4 Mula sutras - subject matter described for monks and nuns only and not for

common people.

e Number of Individual texts such as Nandi Sutra and Anuyogadvara.

e Digamabars consider that original Angas had been lost for centuries, and thus they have different
canons (known as Siddhanta).

o The Tattvartha Sutra - contains the main doctrine of Jaina faith, though the two main sects have slightly
different versions and composition dates.

- J
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Bhakti Movement Part - 1

A Aim - Sought to bring religious reforms to all strata of society by adopting the method of devotion to
achieve salvation.

A Time Period - From beginning of 7th century in South India, and spread towards North India with
reaching its epitome in around 12-13th cen CE.

A Mode - Developed around different Gods and Goddesses and some sub sects such as Vaishnavism,
Shaivism, Shaktism.

A The movement was inspired by many poet-saints, who championed a wide range of
philosophical __ positions _ ranging  from theistic _ dualism of  Duvaita  to
absolute monism of Advaita Vedanta.

A First or the Earliest Reference of this Bhakti Movement is found in - Shvetashavtara Upnishad

T ¢ WRT Hfad: TUT 33 qUT R |
TR BT g1l v HeTeE:

A Meaning - He who has highest Bhakti (love, devotion) of Deva (God), just like his Deva, so for
his Guru (teacher), To him who is high-minded, these teachings will be illuminating.

A The Bhagavad Gita, a post-Vedic scripture composed in 5th to 2nd century BCE, introduces bhakti
marga (the path of faith/devotion) as one of three ways to spiritual freedom and release,

A The other two being karma marga (the path of works) and jnana marga (the path of knowledge)
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Europeans and their first factories in India
s
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Europeans and their Factories - Portuguese

Major European Powers that came to India for trade 0
1. Portuguese - 1498
2. Dutch - 1596
3. English - 1600
4. Danes - 1616
5. French - 1664

Portuguese
A Portuguese became the first one to have navigated the entire African coastline.

A Bartholomew Dias in 1487 became the first known European to reach the Indian Ocean from the
Atlantic - The Portuguese later renamed it as ‘Cape of Good Hope’ as it represented the Opportunity
of opening up of new route to India.
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