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October 2021 

Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

 

Discovery  

• They were covered by jungle until accidentally "discovered" and brought to Western attention in 1819 

by a colonial British officer Captain John Smith on a tiger-hunting party. 

Geography  

• The caves are in the rocky northern wall of the U-shaped gorge of the river Waghur, in the Deccan 

plateau. 

Location  

• Aurangabad District, Maharashtra. (Sahyadri Range - Western Ghats). 

Prominent Religion reflected  

• Buddhism. 

Time Period  

• 2nd century BCE to about 650 CE. 

• Approx. 29 rock cut Buddhist cave Monasteries. (25 - Viharas and 4 Chaityas) 

• They were built in 2 phases -  

o Phase I - 2nd cen BCE. 

o Phase II - 400 CE till 650 CE. 
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Important Designation  

• UNESCO World Heritage Site (1983) and Protected Monument under  care of ASI. 

What all is depicted in these caves ? 

• Ancient monasteries and worship-halls of different Buddhist traditions carved into a 75-metre (246 ft) 

wall of rock. 

• The caves also present paintings depicting the past lives. 

o Rebirths of the Buddha, pictorial tales from Aryasura's Jatakamala, and rock-cut sculptures of 

Buddhist deities. 

Important Point  

• Caves 16, 17, 1 and 2 of Ajanta form the largest corpus of surviving ancient Indian wall-painting. 

• Mixture of Chaityas - Viharas and Stupas. 

Purpose ? 

• Textual records suggest that these caves served as a monsoon retreat for monks, as well as a resting site 

for merchants and pilgrims in ancient India. 

• Numbering of Caves is just for reference and does not reflect the chronological order of their 

constructions. 

References in other Important Texts   

• Travel accounts of Chinese Buddhist travellers Fa Hien (during the reign of Chandragupta II; 380- 415 

CE) and Hieun Tsang (during the reign of emperor Harshavardhana; 606 - 647 CE). . 

• The Ajanta caves are mentioned in the 17th-century text Ain-i-Akbari by Abu al-Fazl, as twenty four 

rock-cut cave temples each with remarkable idols. 
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Caves of the first Period  

• Earliest Caves  

o Consists of caves 9, 10, 12, 13 and 15 A. 

• Time Period -  

o Roughly around 100 BCE to 100 CE. 

• Patronage -  

o Satvahana Dynasty 

o The first Satavahana period caves lacked figurative sculpture, emphasising the stupa instead. 

Caves of the Second Period  

• Time Period -  

o Around 5th century (4th till 7th CE). 

• Patronage  

o Vakataka Dynasty (Emperor Harisena). 

o The second phase is attributed to the theistic Mahāyāna, or Greater Vehicle tradition of 
Buddhism. 

• Important Point - Ajanta Caves encompass both Theravada (Hinayana) and Mahayana Buddhist 

traditions. 

• The paintings are in "dry fresco", painted on top of a dry plaster surface rather than into wet plaster. 

o One of the striking features is the absence of blue colour. 

• Cave No. 8 - Oldest of the monasteries. 

• Cave No. 9 - Oldest Chaityas. 
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• Tag - UNESCO World Heritage Site (1983). 

• Location - Aurangabad district of Maharashtra - Charanandri Hills - Shyadari Range (Western Ghats). 

• One of the largest rock-cut Hindu temple cave complexes in the world, featuring Hinduism in 

particular and few Buddhist and Jain monuments.  

• Time Period - 600 - 1000 CE.  

• Ellora caves are newer as compared to Ajanta caves. The chronology of constructions is as follows – 

550 AD to 600 AD – Hindu Phase, 600 AD to 730 AD – Buddhist Phase, and 730 AD to 950 AD – Hindu 

and Jain Phase. 

• Over 100 caves are there at this site, out of which only 34 are open for public.  

• Breakdown of these 34 caves –  

• 17 Hindu Caves  

• 12 Buddhist Caves  

• 5 Jaina Caves.  

• All these caves were built close to each other which depicts the communal harmony present at that 

time.  

• Patronage –  

• The patronage of Ellora monuments includes Rashtrakutas, Kalachuris, Chalukyas and the Yadavas.  

• The Rashtrakuta dynasty and Kalachuris constructed part of the Hindu and Buddhist caves of Ellora 

and the Yadava dynasty constructed a number of the Jain caves. They were built close to one another 

and illustrated the religious harmony that existed in ancient India. 

• Geography –  

• These caves occupy a relatively flat rocky region of the Western Ghats, where ancient volcanic activity 

had created multi-layered basalt formations, known as the Deccan Traps.  

Important Point  

• The rock-cut activity was carried out in three phases from the 6th century to the 12th century.  

• The earliest caves (caves 1–12), excavated between the 5th and 8th centuries, reflect the Mahayana 

philosophy of Buddhism then prevalent in this region.  

• The Brahmanical group of caves (caves 13–29), including the renowned Kailasa temple (cave 16), was 

excavated between the 7th and 10th centuries.  
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• The last phase, between the 9th and 12th centuries, saw the excavation of a group of caves (caves 30–
34) reflecting Jaina philosophy. 

The Carpenter’s Cave / Vishvakarma Cave / Sutar - ki - jhopri at Ellora  

• All except one of the Buddhist Caves at Ellora are Viharas.  

• The Cave number 10 also known as Vishwakarma Cave is 

the only chaitya.  

• Cave 10 or the Vishvakarma cave or Carpenter’s Cave is 
the most famous Buddhist Cave at Ellora. This cave has a 

pillared verandah whose columns have massive squarish 

shafts and ghata-pallava (vase and foliage) capitals.  

• The ceilings of this Chaitya hall has been sculpted in such 

a way that it appears having wooden ribs. 

Kailashnath Temple, Ellora  

• Cave 16 features the largest single monolithic 

rock excavation in the world, the Kailash 

temple, a chariot shaped monument dedicated 

to Lord Shiva.  

• Kailash temple excavation also features 

sculptures depicting the gods, goddesses 

found in Hinduism as well as relief panels 

summarising the two major Epics.  

• This temple is a remarkable example of the 

Dravidian architecture with Pallava 

influence.  

• It was built in the 8th century by the Rashtrakuta king Krishna I.  

• Carved via the vertical excavation in which the carvers started at the top of the original rock, and 

excavated downward. 
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Indra Sabha (Jaina)  

• The five Jain caves at Ellora belong to the 

Digambara sect.  

• These caves show dimensions of Jain philosophy 

and tradition and reflect a strict sense of 

asceticism and known for detailed work in 

sculpture.  

• Out of them, the Indra Sabha is a two storeyed 

cave with one more monolithic shrine in its 

court. It has a very fine carving of the lotus flower 

on the ceiling. Its name is a misnomer and derives 

from the sculpture of a Yaksha Matanga on the 

elephant, which was mistaken for Indra. It 

possesses an imposing image of Ambika, the 

yakshini of Neminath, seated on her lion under a mango tree, laden with fruits. 
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• Location - Southern Slopes of Vindhyas in Bagh town of Dhar District in Madhya Pradesh. 

• Time Period - 5th - 6th century AD. 

• Religion - Buddhist. 

• Important Points -  

o Group of nine rock-cut Buddhist monuments, All of them are 'viharas' or resting places of 

monks monasteries having quadrangular plan. 

o Most significant of these five extant caves is the Cave 4, commonly known as the Rang 

Mahal (Palace of Colors). 

• Special Point  
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o The Bagh caves, like those at Ajanta, were excavated by master craftsmen on perpendicular 

sandstone rock face of a hill on the far bank of a seasonal stream, the Baghani/Bagheshwari. 

o These are renowned for mural paintings by master painters of ancient India. The use of the word 

"cave" is a bit of a misnomer, since these are not natural, but instead examples of Indian rock-

cut architecture. 

o These paintings were materialistic rather than spiritual in nature. 
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• Tag - Designated as UNESCO World Heritage Site (1987) - currently managed by ASI. 

• Description - The 'City of Caves', on an island in the Sea of Oman close to Bombay, contains a collection 

of rock art linked to the cult of Shiva. 

• Location - They are on Elephanta Island or GHARAPURI (literally city of caves). 

• Why such a name ? - Called Elephants by Portuguese because they found Elephant statues on the caves - 

they established a base in these caves. 

• Time Period - Time Period - 5th to 9th Cen CE. 

• Patronage - Not clear. 

Recent Development - Why in News ? 

• India’s first and longest sea ropeway project will connect Mumbai with the Elephanta Caves. 

• It is to be executed by the Mumbai Port Trust, under the Ministry of Shipping. 

• It is Rs. 700 crore PPP (Public-Private Partnership) project . 

About the Caves  

There are two groups of caves on Elephanta Island (two hillocks separated by a narrow valley). 

• To the east, there is a Stupa Hill (thus named because of ancient Buddhist stupa mounds at the top) 

contains two caves, one of which is unfinished, and several cisterns.  

• The larger group, to the west, consists of five rock-cut Hindu shrines.  

• Each cave has been carved as a rock-cut temple with one main huge chamber, courtyards, two lateral 

chambers, and minor shrines. 
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• The sculptures over here show syncretism of Hindu and Buddhist Ideas and Iconography. 

• These caves are made from solid Basalt rock. 

• The most visited and significant cave is on the western hill and is called Cave 1 or the Great Cave. 

o Cave 1 is the largest and is 39 metres (128 ft) deep from the front entrance to the back.  

o The temple complex is primarily the abode of Shiva, depicted in widely celebrated carvings 

which narrate legends and theologies of Shaivism.  

o However, the artwork reverentially displays themes from Shaktism and Vaishnavism traditions 

of Hinduism as well. 
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• Oldest surviving rock cut caves in India, dating back to Mauryan Empire (322-185 BCE), Famous for their 

Lomas Rishi Caves, dated back to approximately 250 BCE. 

• Most caves at Barabar consist of two chambers, carved entirely out of granite, with a highly polished 

internal surface, the "Mauryan polish" also found on sculptures, and exciting echo effects. 

• Barabar hill caves are associated with a number of religions with different sects adopting these caves in 

subsequent times  - starting with Ajivikas for whom these caves were carved out - later Buddhist Monks 

settled over here. One can also find a few Hindu and Jain sculptures. 

• Location - Located in Makhdumpur region of Jehanabad district, Bihar, India. 

• Time Period - 3rd Can BCE - Mauryan Empire. 

About the Caves  

• Situated in the twin hills of Barabar (4 caves) and Nagarjuni (3 caves). Since both of them are believed to 

be from the same time frame, together they are called ‘Satghar’. 

o Barabar Hill contains four caves: Karan Chaupar, Lomas Rishi, Sudama and Visvakarma. 

• Baba Siddhnath Temple, also known as the Shiva Temple and originally known as Siddheshwar Nath 

Temple, is located at one of the highest peaks in the range of the Barabar Hills. This temple is said to 

have been built during the reign of the Gupta Dynasty.  

• These rock-cut chambers bear dedicatory inscriptions in the name of "King Piyadasi" for the Barabar group, 

and "Devanampiya Dasaratha" for the Nagarjuni group. 

o Date back to the 3rd century BCE during the Maurya period, and to correspond respectively 

to Ashoka (reigned 273–232 BCE) and his grandson, Dasharatha Maurya. 

• The caves were used by ascetics from the Ajivika sect founded by Makkhali Gosala.  

Lomas Rishi Caves  

• Man made caves located on the southern side of Barabar 

hills and are also known as the Grotto of Lomas Rishi. 

• It is the earliest survival of ogee-shaped Chandrashala 

or Chaitya Arch which was an important feature of 

sculpture decoration and Indian rock-cut architecture 

for centuries.  

 

• The arch-like façade of Lomas Rishi Cave is an exact 

replica of the wood and thatch huts of monks.  

• During the reign of Mauryan emperor Ashoka, Lomas Rishi Cave was excavated and gifted to the 
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Ajivikas monks. 

• After Ajivikas, Buddhists used the Lomas Rishi Cave because there are the Bodhimula and Klesa-

Kantara inscriptions in this cave’s door jamb. 

• There are no Ashokan Inscription in Lomas Rishi Caves. 

Sudama Caves  

• Sudama cave is probably the first cave in the Barabar cave group to have been dug as described by an 

inscription fund on its entrance.  

• Sudama cave was dedicated by Emperor Ashoka as evidenced by an inscription in Brahmi using his 

protocol name (Priyadarsin, “He who brings joy”) found in the entrance of the cave. 

• The inner walls of Sudama caves represent a technical feat. It creates a mirror effect due to the perfectly 

flat and polished granite surface. 

Vishwakarma Caves  

• Vishwakarma cave was offered by Ashoka to Ajivikas during the 12th year of his reign. 
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Bhimbetka Rock Shelters 

• Archeological site in Central India that spans the Palaeolithic and Mesolithic period as well as the 

Historic Period. 

• It exhibits the earliest traces of Human life in India and evidence of Stone Age starting at the site in 

Acheulian times. 

• Why such a Name ? 

• Bhimbetka meaning "Bhima's resting place" or "Bhima's lounge", is compound word made 

of Bhima (second brother among the five Pandavas of Mahabharata) and Baithaka (seat or lounge). 

According to the native belief, Bhima during his exile used to rest here to interact with the locals. 

Acheulian Rock Industry 

• Archaeological industry of stone tool manufacture 

characterized by distinctive oval and pear-shaped 

"hand-axes" associated with Homo erectus and derived 

species such as Homo heidelbergensis. 
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Bhimbetka Rock Shelters 

• Location - Raisen Disctict in the Indian State of MP, at the southern edge of the Vindhya Range. 

• Some of these rock shelters are successive ranges of the Satpura Hills. 

• It is inside the Ratapani Wildlife Sanctuary - embedded in Sandstone rocks, in the foothills of Vindhya 

Range. 

• Tag - UNESCO World Heritage Site - Consists of 7 Hills and 750 rock shelters distributed over an 

area of 10 Kms. (Only around 15 are open to Visitors.) 

• Significance - Provide us a "rare glimpse" into human settlement and cultural evolution from hunter-

gatherers, to agriculture, and expressions of prehistoric spirituality. 

• Some of the Bhimbetka rock shelters feature prehistoric cave paintings and the earliest are about 

10,000 years old (c. 8,000 BCE), corresponding to the Indian Mesolithic. 

• These painting in Bhimbetka caves are the oldest known rock cut art in India, as well as one of the 

largest prehistoric complexes. 

• Bhimbetka rock Art is also considered as the oldest petroglyphs in the world, with some of them 

similar to aboriginal rock art in Australia. 

Auditorium Cave 
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Dickinsonia : Earliest Known Living Animal 

• News - Recently, researchers have discovered three fossils of the earliest known living animal, the 550-

million-year-old ‘Dickinsonia’ on the roof of the Bhimbetka Rock Shelters. 
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• Religion Associated – Jainism. 

• Time Period - 1 century C.E. 

• Relevance - It is believed that most of these caves were carved out as residential blocks for Jaina monks 

during the reign of King Kharavela. 

• No. of Caves - 18 caves on Udaygiri while Khandgiri has 15 caves. 

• Also known as Kattaka caves or Cuttack Caves - Partly Natural and partly artificial caves of 

archeological, historical and religious importance near the city of Bhubaneshar in Odisha, India. 

• These caves are situated in 2 adjacent hills - Udaygiri and Khandgiri - mentioned as Kumari Parvata 

in the Hathigumpha Inscription. Compared to Khandagiri, Udayagiri offers more beautiful and better 

maintained cave shrines. 
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Hathigumpha Inscription 

• The Hathigumpha cave ("Elephant Cave") has the Hathigumpha inscription, written by 

Raja Kharavela, the king of Kalinga in India, during the 2nd century BCE. 

• The Hathigumpha inscription consists of seventeen lines incised in deep cut Brahmi letters on the 

overhanging brow of a natural cavern Hathigumpha in the south side of the Udayagiri hill. 

• The inscription also refers to the Kharaval's feat of bringing back Jain image which was taken 

by Nanda empire. 

• It faces the rock edicts of Asoka at Dhauli, situated about six miles away. 
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Broad Outline of Temple Structures 

• Nagara Style - Temples in the North India. 

• Dravida Style - Temples in the South India. 

• Vesara Style - found as an independent style, created through the selective mixing of the Nagara and 

Dravida orders. 

Shrines of these temples were of 3 kinds – 

• Sandhara 

• Nirandhara 

• Sarvatobhadra: 
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Basic Parts of a Hindu Temple – 

• Sanctum - Garbhagriha, literal meaning ‘Womb House’ - It was a small cubicle with a single entrance 

which grew into a larger chamber in time. The garbhagriha is made to house the main icon. 

• Mandapa - the entrance to the temple which may be a portico or colonnaded hall that incorporates 

space for a large number of worshippers. 

• Shikara/Vimana - Freestanding temples tend to have a mountain-like spire, which can take the shape 

of a curving shikhar in North India and a pyramidal tower, called a vimana, in South India. 

• Amalaka - It is a stone disc like structure at the top of the temple and they are common in North Indian 

temples. 

• Kalasha - It is the topmost point of the temple and commonly seen in North Indian temples. 

• Vahan - Mount or vehicle of the temple’s main deity along with a standard pillar or dhvaj is placed 

axially before the sanctum.  
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Sculpture, Iconography and Ornamentation 

• As temples grew more complex, more surfaces were created for sculpture through additive geometry, 

i.e., by adding more and more rhythmically projecting, symmetrical walls and niches, without 

breaking away from the fundamental plan of the shrine.  

• Study of images of dies ties falls within a brach of art history is called ‘Iconography’ which consists of 
identification of images based on certain symbols and mythologies associated with them. 

The placement of an mage in a temple is carefully planned -  

• River Goddesses (Ganga and Yamuna) - found at the entrances of a garbhagriha in a Nagara temple. 

• Dvarapalas (doorkeepers) are usually found on the gateways or gopurams of Dravida temples. 

• Mithunas (erotic images), navagrahas (the nine auspicious planets) and yakshas are also placed at 

entrances to guard them.  

• The deities of directions, i.e., the ashtadikpalas face the eight key directions on the outer walls of the 

sanctum and/or on the outer walls of a temple. 
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Culture 2020 Prelims Question  

Q.) With reference to Chausath Yogini Temple situated near Morena, consider the following 
statements : 

1. It is a circular temple built during the reign of Kachchhapaghata Dynasty. 

2. It is the only circular temple built in India. 

3. It was meant to promote the Vaishnava cult in the region. 

4. Its design has given rise to a popular belief that it was the inspiration behind the Indian Parliament 

building. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

A. 1 and 2 

B. 2 and 3 

C. 1 and 4 

D. 2, 3 and 4 

You may find it difficult to answer, Although it was related to Current Affairs as the design of the Parliament 
is inspired by this temple - But still if you would have read the basic NCERT, you would have been very easily 
able to solve this question - which was left out by most of the students. 
 

Nagara Style of Temple Architecture 

Same defining characteristics  

• Basically the temple in the North Indian side, display a peculiar style of temple architecture which 

with the time came to be known as Nagara Style. 

• However, This style is not heterogeneous in nature as there are spatial and geographical distinctions 

across time and space. 

• I will try to keep it as simple as possible and along with that we will also cover the basic knowledge 

about temples that are given under various heads in NCERT. 

• Do not have elaborate boundary walls or gateways (Gopurams) as in southern India. 

• In North India, it is common for an entire temple to be built on a stone platform with steps leading 

up to it. 
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There are many subdivisions of nagara temples depending on the shape of the shikhara. 

1. Latina or Rekha Prasada Style 

2. Phamsana Style 

3. Valabhi Style 

Latina or Rekha Prasad Style  

• The most common name for the simple shikhara which is 

square at the base and whose walls curve or slope inward 

to a point on top is called the 'latina' or the rekha-prasada 

type of shikara. 

• Latina types are mainly used for housing the garbhagriha. 

 

 

Phamsana Style    

• Phamsana buildings tend to be broader and shorter than latina ones. Their roofs are composed of 

several slabs that gently rise to a single point over the centre of the building, unlike the latina ones 

which look like sharply rising tall towers. 

• Phamsana roofs do not curve inward, instead they slope upwards on a straight incline.  

• In many North Indian temples, Phamsana was used for mandapa and latina for Garbhgriha. 
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Valabhi Style  

• These are rectangular buildings with a roof that rises into a vaulted chamber.  

• The edge of this vaulted chamber is rounded, like the bamboo or wooden wagons that would have 

been drawn by bullocks in ancient times. 

• They are usually called ‘wagon- vaulted buildings’. 
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Spatial and Geographical Variation 

Inside the Nagara Style of Temple Architecture 

Nagara Style - Central India 

Central India - UP, Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan. 

• Most temples here are made of Sandstone and are relatively modest-looking shrines. 

• Each having four pillars that support a small mandapa which looks like a simple square porch-like 

extension before an equally small room that served as the garbhagriha. 

Deogarh Temple (UP) 

• Classic Example of Gupta Period type of Temple. 

• This temple is built in the form pf Panchyatan Style. 

• Panchayatan Style - Where the main shrine is built on a 

rectangular plinth with four smaller subsidiary shrines 

at the four corners (making it a total number of five 

shrines, hence the name, panchayatana).  

• West Facing Vishnu Temple (Most of the temples are 

east facing). 

Laksmana Temple of Khajuraho 

• Dedicated to God Vishnu - built by the Chandela King - 

Dhanga. 

• There are many temples at Khajuraho, most of them 

devoted to Hindu gods. There are some Jain temples as 

well. 

• Khajuraho’s temples are also known for their extensive 

erotic sculptures; the erotic expression is given equal 

importance in human experience as spiritual pursuit, and 

it is seen as part of a larger cosmic whole. (Both Hindu and 

Jaina Temples) 

• Khajuraho’s sculptures are highly stylised with typical features: they are in almost full relief, cut away 

from the surrounding stone, with sharp noses, prominent chins, long slanting eyes and eyebrows.  
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Chausath Yogini Temple 

• It is located on a hill top and one of the rarest 

of rare Hindu temples in India. Its plan is 

circular type temple and it is dedicated to the 

Tantric sect of Chausath or 64 Yogini.  

• Most of the Hindu temples structure are based 

on square or rectangular but circular temples 

like this are very rare in India. 

• It is said that the design of Indian Parliament is 

inspired by this temple in Morena.  

• It is also a very rare temple as there are 3 - 5 

such temples around in India, Such as 2 in Orissa - Hirapur and Ranipur-Jharial, 3 in MP - Bhedaghat 

(Jabalpur), Khajuraoh and Mitawali. All are circular except the one in Khajurao. 

• Chausath Yogini temple is a temple of small, square shrines of roughly-hewn granite blocks, each 

dedicated to goddesses associated with the rise of Tantric worship after the seventh century. 

• Built between 7th and 10th centuries, several such temples were dedicated to the cult of the yoginis 

across Madhya Pradesh, Odisha and even as far south as Tamil Nadu. 

Nagara Style - West India 

West India - Gujarat, Rajasthan, Western Madhya Pradesh. 

• Sandstone is the most common element but along side that a grey to black basalt can be seen in some 

of the tenth to twelfth century temple sculptures  

• Noticeable thing here is the use of white manipulatable soft white marble in some of the tenth to 

twelveth century Jain temples in Mount Abu and the fifteenth century temple at Ranakpur.  

Sun Temple, Modhera Gujarat 

• The Sun temple at Modhera dates back to early 

eleventh century and was built by Raja 

Bhimdev I of the Solanki Dynasty in 1026.  

• There is a massive rectangular stepped tank 

called the surya kund in front of it.  

• Proximity of sacred architecture to a water 

body such as a tank, a river or a pond has been noticed right from the earliest times. By the early 

eleventh century they had become a part of many temples. 

• This hundred-square-metre rectangular pond is perhaps the grandest temple tank in India.  

• A hundred and eight miniature shrines are carved in between the steps inside the tank. 
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• A huge ornamental arch-torana leads one to the sabha mandapa (the assembly hall) which is open on all 

sides, as was the fashion of the times in western and central Indian temples.  

Nagara Style - East India 

Eastern Indian temples include those found in the North- East, Bengal and Odisha.  

• Here terracotta is the main medium of construction 

• Each of these three areas produced distinct types of temples such as  

• Ahom Style. 

• Bengal Style. 

• Odisha Style. 

Assam /Ahom Style 

• Style that came with the migration of the Tais from Upper Burma mixed with the dominant Pala style 

of Bengal and led to the creation of what was later known as the Ahom style in and around Guwahati. 

• Kamakhya temple, a Shakti Peeth, is dedicated to Goddess 

Kamakhya and was built in the seventeenth century.  

• One of the oldest and most revered centres 

of Tantric practices. 

• It is the center of the Kulachara Tantra Marga and the site of 

the Ambubachi Mela, an annual festival that celebrates 

the menstruation of the goddess. 

Bengal / Pala Style 

• The style of the sculptures during the period between the ninth and eleventh centuries in Bengal 

(including Bangladesh) and Bihar is known as the Pala style, named after the ruling dynasty at the 

time, 

• while the style of those of the mid-eleventh to mid-thirteenth centuries is named after the Sena kings 

. 

• While the Palas are celebrated as patrons of many 

Buddhist monastic sites, the temples from that 

region are known to express the local Vanga style. 

• Most prominent of these was the shape of the 

curving or sloping side of the bamboo roof of a 

Bengali hut. This feature was eventually even 

adopted in Mughal buildings, and is known across 

North India as the Bangla roof.  
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Odisha Style 

• The main architectural features of Odisha temples are classified in three orders, i.e., rekhapida, pidhadeul 

and khakra.  

• Most of the main temple sites are located in ancient Kalinga—modern Puri District, including 

Bhubaneswar or ancient Tribhuvanesvara, Puri and Konark. 

• The temples of Odisha constitute a distinct sub-style within the nagara order.  

• In general, here the shikhara, called deul in Odisha, is vertical almost until the top when it suddenly 

curves sharply inwards. Deuls are preceded, as usual, by mandapas called jagamohana in Odisha. 

• The ground plan of the main temple is almost always square, which, in the upper reaches of its 

superstructure becomes circular in the crowning mastaka. This makes the spire nearly cylindrical in 

appearance in its length. 

Sun Temple Konark 

• At Konark, on the shores of the Bay of Bengal, lie the majestic ruins of the Surya or Sun temple built 

in stone around 1240. 

• Its shikhara was a colossal creation said to have reached 70m, 

which, proving too heavy for its site, fell in the nineteenth 

century.  

• The vast complex is within a quadrilateral precinct of which the 

jagamohana or the dance-pavillion (mandapa) has survived, which 

though no longer accessible is said to be the largest enclosed 

space in Hindu architecture. 

• The Sun temple is set on a high base, its walls covered in 

extensive, detailed ornamental carving. 

• These include twelve pairs of enormous wheels sculpted with spokes and hubs, representing the 

chariot wheels of the Sun god who, in mythology, rides a chariot driven by seven horses, sculpted 

here at the entrance staircase. 
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• The whole temple thus comes to resemble a colossal processional chariot. On the southern wall is a 

massive sculpture of surya carved out of green stone. 

• It is said that there were three such images, each carved out of a different stone placed on the three 

temple walls, each facing different directions. The fourth wall had the doorway into the temple from 

where the actual rays of the sun would enter the garbhagriha. 

• Konark Sun Temple, located in the East Odisha near the sacred city of Puri. 

• Built in 13th century by King Narasimhadeva I (AD 1238-1264). Its scale, refinement and conception 

represent the strength and stability of the Ganga Empire as well as the value systems of the historic 

milieu. 

• The temple is designed in the shape of a colossal chariot. It is dedicated to the sun God. In this sense, 

it is directly and materially linked to Brahmanism and tantric belief systems. 

• The Konark temple is widely known not only for its architectural grandeur but also for the intricacy 

and profusion of sculptural work. 

• It marks the highest point of achievement of Kalinga architecture depicting the grace, the joy and the 

rhythm of life all its wondrous variety. 

• It was declared a UNESCO world heritage site in 1984. 

• There are two rows of 12 wheels on each side of the Konark sun temple. Some say the wheels represent 

the 24 hours in a day and others say the 12 months. 

• The seven horses are said to symbolize the seven days of the week. 

• Sailors once called this Sun Temple of Konark, the Black Pagoda because it was supposed to draw 

ships into the shore and cause shipwrecks. 

• Konârak is the invaluable link in the history of the diffusion of the cult of Surya, which originating in 

Kashmir during the 8th century, finally reached the shores of Eastern India. 

Nagara Style - Hills 

• Hills of Kumaon, Garhwal, Himachal and Kashmir  have their own tradition of wooden buildings 

with pitched roofs.  

• Kashmir’s proximity to prominent Gandhara sites (such as Taxila, Peshawar) lent the region a strong 

Gandhara influence by the fifth century CE. 

• Here in the hills, we see a mixture of both Buddhist and Hindu traditions. 

• The Hills have their own tradition of wooden buildings with pitched roofs. 

• At several places in the hills, therefore, you will find that while the main garbhagriha and shikhara are 

made in a rekha-prasada or latina style, the mandapa is of an older form of wooden architecture. 

Sometimes, the temple itself takes on a pagoda shape.  
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Nagara Style - East India 

Pandrethan Temple, Kashmir (Meruvardhanaswami Temple) 

• One of the most important temples is Pandrethan, built 

during the 8th and 9th centuries, belonging to Karkota 

period of Kashmir. 

• In keeping with the tradition of a water tank attached to 

the shrine, this temple is built on a plinth built in the 

middle of a tank. 

• This temple is a Hindu one, possibly dedicated to Shiva. 

• The architecture of this temple is in keeping with the 

age-old Kashmiri tradition of wooden buildings. 
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January 2022 

Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

Abul Fazal 

• Real name was Shaikh Abul al-Fazal ibn Mubarak. 

• He was Akbar’s chief Advisor and Prime Minister during his reign. 

• Author of Akbar Nama or Ain- i - Akbari. 

• Translated the Bible into Persian language. 

Raja Birbal 

• Real Name was Mahesh das. 

• Name Raja Birbal was given by Akbar. 

• Court jester and Foreign Minister during Akbar’s reign. 

• Raja Birbal was the only Hindu to adopt Din-i Ilahi, the religion founded by Akbar. 

• He was a poet and a master in Sanskrit, Persian and Hindi Languages. 

• He gave administrative and military services and died in the battle while subduing the unrest amongst 

Afghani tribes in North-West India. 

Abdul Rahim Khan-i-Khana 

• Son of Bairam Khan. 

• Known for his Urdu couplets. 

• He was bestowed the title of Mirza Khan by Akbar. 

• Despite being a Muslim by birth, he became a devotee of Krishna and wrote poetry dedicated to the 

Hindu God. 

• Translated Tuzuk - i - Baburi into Babur Nama. (Chagtai Turkish to Persian) 

• Two books on Astrology - Khetakautukam and Dwatrimshadyogavali. 

Tansen 

• Ramatu was his real name. 

• He was born in a Hindu family who converted to Islam later.  

• He was a disciple of Swami Haridas and later on learned music from Hasrat Muhammad Ghaus. 

• He was bestowed with the title of ‘Mian’ by Akbar. 

• Musician in Akbar’s court and is remembered for his epic Dhurad compositions, new ragas etc. 
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• Two classic books - Sri Ganesh Stotra and Sangita Sara. 

Faizi 

• Real name was Shaikh Abu al-Faiz ibn Mubarak, popularly known by his pen-name, Faizi was a poet 

laureate and Abul Fazal’s brother. 

• Court Poet and Education Minister of Akbar. 

• He was tutor to Akbar’s sons - Salim, Murad and Daniyal. 

• Translated Lilavati into Persian. (Sanskrit Work in Maths by Bhaskar Acharya). 

Raja Man Singh 

• He was the Raja of Amber and a General in Akbar’s Army. 

• He was also the grandson of Akbar’s father-in-law Bharmal. 

• He was fondly referred to as ‘Farzand’ by the emperor. 

• He fought the famous Historic battle of ‘Haldighati’ against Maharana Pratap. 

Raja Todar Mal 

• He was the finance minister during Akbar reign. 

• Introduced standard weights and measures, Land survey and settlement system etc. 

• He is considered as the Father of the Patwari System which is still used in the Indian Subcontinent. 

Mullah Do Piaza 

• Advisor and Home Minister of Akbar. 

• However, his existence has been stated as fictitious by many history scholars. 

Fakir Aziao Din 

• Sufi mystic  

• An advisor on religious matters. 
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Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

Dravida Style 

• This style was pioneered by the Pallavas, although they were mostly Shaivite, several Vaishnava 

shrines also survived from their reign.  

• Unlike the Nagara Style, the Dravida Style is closed within the compound wall, The front wall has an 

entrance gateway in its centre, which is known as Gopuram.  

• The shape of the main temple tower known as vimana like a stepped pyramid that rises up 

geometrically rather than the curving shikhara of North India.  

• In the South Indian temple, the word ‘shikhara’ is used only for the crowning element at the top of 

the temple which is usually shaped like a small stupika or an octagonal cupola— this is equivalent to 

the amlak and kalasha of North Indian temples. 

• At the entrance to the North Indian temple’s garbhagriha, it would be usual to find images such as 

mithunas and the river goddesses, Ganga and Yamuna, in the south you will generally find sculptures 

of fierce dvarapalas or the door-keepers guarding the temple. 

 

 

 

5 Different Shapes of Dravida Style  

• Square, usually called kuta, and also caturasra.  

• Rectangular or shala or ayatasra. 

• Elliptical, called gaja-prishta or elephant-backed.  

• Circular or vritta;  

• Octagonal or ashtasra. Generally speaking, the plan of the temple and the shape of the vimana were 
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conditioned by the iconographic nature of the consecrated deity, so it was appropriate to build specific 

types of temples for specific types of icons. 

Evolution of Dravida Architecture under Pallavas 

• The Dravidian style of temple architecture of South India was pioneered by the Pallavas who reigned 

in parts of Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, and northern Tamil Nadu until the ninth century. During the 

Pallava rule, rock-cut architecture was the most popular construction methodology construction 

methodology. 

Evolution of Dravida Architecture  

• In NCERT, there is reference about the PALLAVA king Mahendravarman I, contemporary of 

Chalukyan king - Pulakesin II of Karnataka, 

• Then comes his son Narasimha Varman I of Pallavas, also known as Mamalla, who acceded the 

Pallava throne around 640 CE, is celebrated for the expansion of the empire, avenging the defeat his 

father had suffered at the hands of Pulakesin II, and inaugurating most of the building works at 

Mahabalipuram which is known after him as Mamallapuram. 

• The free-standing monolith Rathas (chariots carved out of hard granite) built by King Narsimha 

Varman Mamalla (a Pallava king), was an important breakthrough in the evolution of Dravidian 

temple architecture owing to their multi-tiered structure known as Tala. 

 

Shore Temple at Mahabalipuram  

• Built by Narasimha Varman II, also known as Rajasimha who reigned from 700 to 728 CE. Now it is 

oriented to the east facing the ocean, but if you study it closely, you will find that it actually houses 

three shrines, two to Shiva, one facing east and the other west, and a middle one to Vishnu who is 

shown as Anantashayana.  

• This is unusual, because temples generally have a single main shrine and not three areas of worship. 

This shows that it was probably not originally conceived like this and different shrines may have been 

added at different times, modified perhaps with the change of patrons. 
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Evolution of Dravida Architecture under Cholas  

• Most of the temple structures constructed by the medieval Cholas were erected using local chieftains 

and were entirely built-in stone. 

 

• Vijayalaya Choleesvaram, a ninth-century Shiva temple located in Narthamalai, was named after the 

first Chola king Vijayalaya.  

• This temple is known for its unconventional plan where the sanctum is circular and its Prakara 

(enclosure wall) is square-shaped. 

 

• MoovarKoil is another landmark in early medieval Chola architecture. 

• MoovarKoil meaning temple of three Gods in Tamil is a tenth-century construction which is located 

at Kodumbalur near Pudukkottai. 

• At the MoovarKoil, one can observe the transition from non-refined sculptural form to delicate 

sculptural figures, attributed to the Pallava influence. 
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Evolution of Dravida Architecture under Pandyas  

• After the collapse of the Cholas in the nineteenth century, the Pandyas came back to power. 

• However, Pandyas did not focus on creative architecture unlike the Cholas and rather concentrated 

on building Gopurams to the existing temples. 

• The main contribution of Pandyas was on the development of temple gateways. 

 

 

Rajeshwara or Brahadeeshwarar Temple 

• Completed around 1009 by Rajaraja Chola, and is the largest and tallest of all Indian temples. 

• Shiva Temple - The main deity of the temple is Shiva, who is shown as a huge lingam set in a two 

storeyed sanctum. The walls surrounding the sanctum have extended mythological narratives which 

are depicted through painted murals and sculptures. 

• It is in this temple that one notices for the first time two large gopuras (gateway towers) with an 

elaborate sculptural programme which was conceived along with the temple. 

Sub Styles of Dravidan Style 

• Vijayanagara Temple - Some Variations from the Dravidan Style - Vitthala Temple at Hampi. 

• Defining Characteristics. 

• Enlarged Gopuram is the entrance of the temple. 

• High enclosure walls.  

• More intricate decoration.  

• Sculpture of motif of supernatural horses.  
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• The courtly architecture of Vijayanagar is generally made of mortar mixed with stone rubble and often 

shows secular styles with Islamic-influenced arches, domes, and vaults. 

 

• Nayaka Style - Example - Meenakshi Temple Madurai (Hall of Thousand Pillars). 

• Additional feature of that of Prakarms. 

• Prakarms are huge corridors along with roofed ambulatory passageways of Temple. 
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Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

Vesara Style 

• Vesara is a hybridised style that seems to have become popular after the mid-seventh century. 
• Vesara is a combination of Nagara and Dravidian style of temple architecture styles. The term Vesara 

is believed to have been derived from the Sanskrit word vishra meaning an area to take a long walk. 
Many historians agree that the Vesara style originated in the what is today, Karnataka. 

Evolution of Vesara Style 

• The trend was started by the Chalukyan of Badami (500-753AD) who built temples in a style that was 
essentially a mixture of the Nagara and the Dravida styles. 

• Further refined by the Rashtrakutas of Manyakheta (750- 983AD) in Ellora. 
• Then Chalukyan of Kalyani (983-1195 AD) in Lakkundi, Dambal, Gadag etc. 
• Epitomized by the Hoysalas (1000-1330 AD).  

Vesara Style - Main Features 

• They have Northern Indian Style (Nagara Style) of Shikhara and the Mandap was designed in Southern 
Indian Style (Dravidian Style).  

• In the Vesara Style of temples Shikhara (top of the temple) and Mandap (main shrine) are joint by the 
Antarala. 

• The temples do not have ambulatory passageways around Sanctum Sanctorum. 

 

 

Vesara Style - Main Features 
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• The height of these temples was reduced compared to its Nagara and Dravida counterparts.  
• The height of the temple tower over the sanctum is usually shorter than the Vimanas in Dravida 

temples. They can be referred as miniature Vimanas. The shape of these towers was pyramidal in 
profile. 

• Vimana was crowned by a circular shikhara above the neck. 

 

 

Hoysalas Style 

• The most characteristic feature of Hoysalas temples is that they grow extremely complex with so 
many projecting angles emerging from the previously straightforward square temple, that the plan of 
these temples starts looking like a star, and is thus known as a stellate-plan.  

• Since they are made out of soapstone which is a relatively soft stone, the artists were able to carve 
their sculptures intricately.  
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Click here to watch the following topic on YouTube 

• Buddhist Structures -  
• Mahabodhi Temple, Bodhgaya. 
• Nalanda University. 
• Sirpur in Chattisgarh 
• Port town of Nagapattinam. 

 

 

 

Mahabodhi Temple, Bodhgaya 

• Now a reflection of the Colonial period reconstruction. 
• The place where Buddha got enlightenment under the Bodhi Tree. 
• This temple is an important reminder of brickwork of that time and the design of the temple is very 

unusual. 
• It is, strictly speaking, neither dravida or nagara. It is narrow like a nagara temple, but it rises without 

curving, like a dravida one.  
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Nalanda University 

• The Monastic university of Nalanda is a Mahavihara as it is a complex of several monasteries of 
various sized. 

• Till date, only a small portion of this ancient learning centre has been excavated as most of it lies 
buried under contemporary civilisation, making further excavations almost impossible. 

• Records of Xuan Zang provide us information about this site such as - Foundation by Kumaragupta I 
in fifth century CE. 

• Evidence that all the three Buddhist doctrines - Theravada, Mahayana and Vajrayan - were taught 
here. 

• Sculptures over here in stucco, stone and bronze, developed out of a heavy dependence on the 
Buddhist Gupta art of Sarnath. 

• By 9th century CE, a synthesis occurred between Sarnath Gupta idiom, local Bihar tradition and that 
of central India, leading to formation of Nalanda School of sculpture characterised by distinctive facial 
features, body forms and treatment of clothing and jewellery. 

• Over here the sculptures are usually not flat in relief but are depicted in three- dimensional 
forms. 

 

http://t.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com/


 

 

 

• The Nalanda Bronzes, dating between the 7th and 8th century to apprize 12 century outnumber the 
discovery of metal images from all other sites of eastern India. 

• Nalanda scriptures initially depict Buddhist dieties of Mahayana tradition such as standing Buddhas, 
Boddhistavas etc. 

• During the late 11th and 12th century, Nalanda emerged as an important Tantric tradition, and thus 
sculptures also came to be dominated by Vajrayana dieties such as Vajrashrada (A form of Saraswati). 

• Important - Depiction of Crowned Buddhas occur commonly only after the tenth century. 

Other Buddhist Centres mentioned in NCERT 

• Sirpur in Chattisgarh. 
• Port town of Nagapattinam - major Buddhist centre right until the Chola period. 

Jaina Architectural Developments 

• Jains were prolific temple builders like the Hindus, and their sacred shrines and pilgrimage spots are 
to be found across the length and breadth of India except in the hills. 

• The oldest Jain Pilgrimage sites are to be found in Bihar. 
• In central India, Deogarh, Khajuraho, Chanderi and Gwalior have some excellent examples of Jain 

temples. 
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Sarvana Belagola, Karnataka 

• Karnataka has a rich heritage of Jain shrines and at Sravana Belagola the famous statue of 
Gomateshwara. 

• The granite statue of Lord Bahubali over here stands eighteen metres or fifty-seven feet high. 
• It is the world’s tallest monolithic free-standing structure.  
• It was commissioned by Camundaraya, the General-in-Chief and Prime Minister of the Ganga 

Kings of Mysore.  

Jaina Temples, Mount Abu 

• The Jain temples at Mount Abu were constructed by Vimal Shah.  
• Notable for a simplistic exterior in contrast with the exuberant marble interiors, their rich sculptural 

decoration with deep undercutting creates a lace-like appearance. 
• The temple is famous for its unique patterns on every ceiling, and the graceful bracket figures along 

the domed ceilings. 
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Bharvi  

• Kiratarjuniya or Arjuna’s penance - a poetic work by Bharvi which is known to have been popular in 
the Pallava court.  
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Ravana Shaking Mount Kailasa -  

• This story is depicted in many caves in Ellora. 

 

 

Lakshmana Temple, Khajuraho 

• Temples at Khajuraho are all made out of sandstone. 
• Build during the reign of Chandella dynasty and is in Panchayatan Style 

• There are images of Vishnu in three shrines and Surya in one. 
• These temples are known for their erotic sculptures. 
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February 2022 

Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

Background 

• Time Period - 6th century BCE. 
• The major foundation of heterodox sects in the Indian subcontinent lies in the prevailing social, 

economic and religious conditions of that time. 
• We know as many as 62 Heterodox sects around the ending phase of Post Vedic age which reflects that 

the people and society at large wanted a change or a transition, from the prevailing socio-economic 
order of that time. 

• The only 2 sects which have withstood the test of times till this day - Buddhism and Jainism primarily 
grew out of the growing opposition to ritualistic orthodox idea of Brahmans, growth of towns, 
expansion of artisan class, rapid development of trade and commerce, and all this was inevitably linked 
with the changes that came in the Religious Philosophies of that time.  

Prevailing Conditions of that time 

• Social Conditions - Anger against the Varna System. 
• The kshatriyas, who functioned as rulers, reacted strongly against the ritualistic domination of 

the brahmanas, and seem to have led a kind of protest movement against the importance 
attached to birth in the varna system. 

• The kshatriya reaction against the domination of the priestly class called brahmanas, who 
claimed various privileges, was one of the causes of the origin of new religions. 

• Vardhamana Mahavira, who founded Jainism, and Gautama Buddha, who founded Buddhism 
both belonged to the kshatriya clan, and both disputed the authority of the brahmanas. 

• Economic Conditions - Spread of new agricultural economy in the region. 
• Rainfall < Areas colonised < Thick forests < Use of Iron Axes to clear out the forests < Animal 

Husbandry came into prominence. 
• Vedic practice of Killing cattle indiscriminately in sacrifices stood in the way of progress of new 

Agriculture < Newly emerging peasant communities who appear to have become dominant did 
not approve the killing of cattle in the sacrifice, as cattle wealth was very essential to supplement 
agricultural operations. The non-killing or Ahimsa preached by the heterodox sects appears to 
have made these social groups opt for the heterodox sects. 

• Rise of a large number of cities in north-eastern India. Example - Kausambhi near Allahabad, 
Kusinagar, Banaras, Vaishali , Rajgir > Trade and Commerce flourished > Usage of coins for the 
first time (Punch Marked Coins) (Stature of Vaishyas increased in the Varna System). 

• Religious Conditions -  
• Vedic religious practices had become cumbersome > complex and meaningless ceremonies > 

Costly affairs > Brahmanical domination > Anger and Reaction in the society. 
• Political Conditions -  

• Kshatriyas, whether in the monarchies or in the gana-samghas, came to wield much more 
political power than before. So, resisted the Brahman’s domination. 

• Constant wars among emerging kingdoms, discontented merchants. So. they look for peaceful, 
non-violent religions. 
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Why Jainsim and Buddhism? 

• Internal Characteristics -  

• In the initial stage did not attach any importance to existing Varna System - as they needed to 
attract more followers. 

• Preached the gospel of non-violence, which put an end to wars between different kingdoms and 
consequently promoted trade and commerce. 

• Brhamanical Law books, example - Dharmasutras, decried lending money on Interest, thus 
Vaishays were not held in high esteem and automatically they got attracted towards Jainism 
and Buddhism. 
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Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

• The Prime Minister will inaugurate the Statue of Equality, a statue of Ramanujacharya, on the 
outskirts of Hyderabad, Telangana. 

• India is celebrating his 1,000th birth anniversary as the ‘Festival of Equality’, upholding the view that 
the world is one family, ‘vasudhaiva kutumbakam’,” 

• It is the World’s second largest statue (in sitting position). 
• This statue is of 11 century social reformer and saint - Ramanujacharya in a sitting position. 
• This statues Is made of Panchaloha - combination of five metals - gold, silver, copper, brass and zinc. 

Sri Ramanujacharya 

• Born in 1017 CE in Tamil Nadu, and is also known as Ilaya Perumal which means the radiant one and 
is a renowned Vedic philosopher and a social reformer. 

• He travelled across India, advocating equality and social justice. 
• He is known for his philosophy of Sri Vaishnavism,. 
• His works on philosophy laid the foundation of Bhakti Movement in India and considered to be the 

inspiration for poets like Annamacharya, Bhakta Ramdas, Thyagaraja, Kabir, and Meerabai. 
• Apart from being a notable philosopher, Ramanuja was also believed to be an environmentalist as he 

appealed for the protection of nature and its resources like air, water, and soil.  
• He has also stressed the need of being in tune with nature and not to over-exploit. 

Writings 

• Wrote nine scriptures known as the navaratnas, and composed numerous commentaries on Vedic 
scriptures. 

• Commentary on the Vedanta Sutras (the Sri Bhasya, or "True Commentary”) 
• Commentary on the Bhagavad-Gita (the Gitabhasya, or "Commentary on the Gita”). 

Vishistadvaita 

• Chief proponent of Vishishtadvaita sub school of Vedanta. 
• It is non-dualism of the qualified whole, in which Brahman alone is seen as the Supreme Reality, but 

is characterized by multiplicity. 
• Can be described as qualified Monism or qualified non-dualism or attributive monism. 
• This school of Vedanta philosophy believes in all diversity subsuming to an underlying unity. 
• Non Dualistic school of Vedanta philosophy. 
• Non-dualism of the qualified whole, in which Brahman alone exist, but is characterised by multiplicity. 
• Can be described as qualified Monism or qualified non-dualism or attributive monism. 
• This school of Vedanta philosophy believes in all diversity subsuming to an underlying unity. 

Why is this called Statue of Equality ? 

• Ramanuja was an advocate of social equality among all sections of people centuries ago, and 
encouraged temples to open their doors to everyone irrespective of caste or position in society at a 
time when people of many castes were forbidden from entering them. 

• He took education to those who were deprived of it. His greatest contribution is the propagation of 
the concept of “vasudhaiva kutumbakam”, which translates as “all the universe is one family”. 

• He spoke of universal salvation through devotion to God, compassion, humility, equality, and mutual 
respect, which is known as Sri Vaishnavam Sampradaya. 
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• Ramanujacharya liberated millions from social, cultural, gender, educational, and economic 
discrimination with the foundational conviction that every human is equal regardless of nationality, 
gender, race, caste, or creed. 
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Click here to watch the following topic on YouTube 

 

Political History 

• Bahmanid Sultanate was a Persianate Sunni Muslim empire of the Deccan and first independent 
Muslim kingdom in South India. 

• Rulers of the dynasty believed that they descended from Bahman, the mythological figure of Greater 
Iranian legend and lore. (Therefore the name Bahamani Kingdom) 

• The sultanate was founded in 1347 by Ala-ud-Din Bahman Shah.  (Ismaili military general from 
Badakhshan (Afghanistan)), He set up an independent kingdom over here after revolting against the 
Turkic Delhi Sultanate of MBT. (Hasan Gangu Bahamani). 

• Capital was Gulbarga.  

• Ahmad Wali Shah shifted the capital from Gulbarga to Bidar.  

• The Bahmani contested the control of the Deccan with the Vijayanagara Empire to the south. 
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• The power of the Bahmani kingdom reached its peak under the rule of Muhammad Shah III, during 
the vizierate (1466–1481) of Mahmud Gawan.  

• Mahmud Gawan was a Persian merchant who joined the services of Bahmani kingdom. Slowly he 
became the chief minister due to his personal qualities.  

• His conquests include Konkan, Goa and Krishna-Godavari delta. Thus he expanded the Bahmani 
Empire through his conquests. 

• His administrative reforms were also important. They were aimed to increase the control of Sultan 
over the nobles and provinces.  

• His period saw the conflict between Deccani (local origin) and Afaqi (foreign origin) nobles. 

• The Deccani nobles organised a plot against Gawan. They induced the Sultan to punish him 
with death sentence. 

• After the execution of Gawan, the Bahmani kingdom began to decline. Muhammad Shah III was 
succeeded by weak Sultans.  

• Vijayanagara Emperor Krishnadevaraya defeated the last remnant of Bahmani Sultanate power after 
which the Bahmani Sultanate collapsed. 

• During this period the provincial governors declared their independence. 

• By the year 1526, the Bahmani kingdom had disintegrated into five independent sultanates, 
collectively known as the "Deccan Sultanates”. 

• The Kingdom later split into five successor states that were collectively known as the Deccan 
sultanates, that would eventually sack the Vijayanagar capital after the Battle of Talikota. 

• Deccan Sultanate - Ahmadnagar, Berar, Bidar, Bijapur, and Golconda. The sultanates had become 
independent during the break-up of the Bahmani Sultanate. 
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• Although the five sultanates were all ruled by Muslims, their founders were of diverse, and often 
originally non-Muslim, origins:  

• The Ahmadnagar Sultanate was of Hindu-Brahmin origins; 

• The Berar Sultanate by a Kanarese-Hindu convert, 

• The Bidar Sultanate was founded by a Georgian slave, 

• The Bijapur Sultanate was founded by a Georgian slave purchased by Mahmud Gawan;  

• The Golconda Sultanate was of Turkmen origin. 

Administration 

• The Sultans followed a Feudal type of administration. 

• Tarafs – The kingdom was divided into many provinces called Tarafs namely - Daultabad, 
Bidar, Berar and Gulbarga 

• Tarafdar or Amir – Governor who controlled the Taraf. 

• Some land was converted into Khalisa land from the jurisdiction of the tarafdar.( Khalisa land was 
that piece of land which was used to run expenses of the king and the royal household). 

• Nobles used to get their salary either in cash or in form of grant of land or ‘jagir’. 

Military 

• Bahamani ruler depended for military support on his amirs 

• There were two groups in the ranks of amirs: (Nobles)  

• One was the Deccanis who were immigrant Muslims and had been staying for a long time in 
the Deccan region. 

• The other group was Afaquis or Pardesis who had recently come from Central Asia, Iran and 
Iraq. 

• Bahamanis were familiar with the use of gunpowder in warfare. 

Art and Culture 

• The Bahamani Sultans were patrons of the Persian language, culture and literature, and some 
members of the dynasty became well-versed in that language and composed its literature in that 
language. 

• The craftspersons of Bidar were so famed for their inlay work on copper and silver that it came to be 
known as Bidri. 
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Architecture – Golgumbaz 

• Golgumbaz in Bijapur is called the whispering gallery because when one whispers, the lingering echo 
of the whisper is heard in the opposite corner. 

• Built by Muhammad Adil Shah. 

 

Other Important Points 

• Muhammad Quli Qutub Shah founded the city Hyderabad (originally known as Bhagyanagar). 

• He also built Charminar. 

• Ibrahum Adil Shah introduced ‘Dakhini’ in place of Persian as court language. 
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Click here to watch the following topic on YouTube 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sources of Buddhism and their ideology 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Non-canonical texts or semi-canonical texts 
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Buddha - The Story 

 

 

 

Life of Buddha 
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Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

 

Doctrines of Buddha 
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Buddha and Brahmanism 
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Important Terms to Remember  

 

 

 

Buddhist Councils 
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Different Schools of Buddhism 

Hinayana School (Theravada) 

 

 

 

 

Hinayana School (Theravada) 
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Mahayana School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vajrayana School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Great Bodhisativas 
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Mudras in Buddhism 

 

 

 

 

 

Dharmachakra Mudra - means ‘Wheel of Dharma’ 
 

 

http://t.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com/


 

 

Bhumisparsha Mudra 

 

 

 

 

 

Varada Mudra  
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Early Jain Literature 

• Initially they were preserved as an Oral tradition, but later they were collected and recorded. 

• In olden times, Monks strictly followed the great five vows of Jainism, and even the religious scriptures 

were considered possessions therefore knowledge of the religion was never documented. 

• Since it was difficult to memorize the entire Jaina literature, therefore they decided to compile them. 

• The sacred books of Jainas are known as Siddhanta or Agama (Come down to us as tradition) and these 

earliest texts are in an eastern dialect of Prakrit known as Ardh - Magadhi. 

• These compilations are considered to be fluid and flexible as according to changing times and the 

easiest of the Agamas are considered to be as old as 5th or 6th century CE at council presided over by 

Devarddhi Kshamashramana held in Vallabhi in Gujarat. 

• Compilation such as Acharanga Sutra, Sutrakritanga, and the Kalpastura are regarded as Early texts. 

• Lord Mahavira’s immediate disciples are known as Ganadharas, and all these Gandharas possessed 

perfect knowledge (Keval-Gyan). They orally compiled the direct preaching of Lord Mahavira into 12 

main texts (sutras). These are called Angas and are the oldest religious scripture of Jaina Literature. 

• Monks also wrote further wrote, expanding the subject matter defined in these Angas which came to 

be known as Angbahyas (Meaning outside of Angas). 

• Shvetambara canon includes 12 Angas, 12 Upanagas (commentary on these Angas), 10 Prakirnas 

(Scriptures which describe independent or miscellaneous subjects of Jain religion). 

Jainism 

Other Sutras  

• 6 Cheda Sutras and 4 Mula sutras - subject matter described for monks and nuns only and not for 

common people. 

• Number of Individual texts such as Nandi Sutra and Anuyogadvara. 

• Digamabars consider that original Angas had been lost for centuries, and thus they have different 

canons (known as Siddhanta). 

• The Tattvartha Sutra - contains the main doctrine of Jaina faith, though the two main sects have slightly 

different versions and composition dates. 
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Philosophy of Jainism 

• Jainas believe that each Jina reveals the same essential truths, according to the need of the society and 

the era in which they are born. 

• When he reaches omniscience, he can make the divya-dhvani (divine sound), through which he 

transmits his teachings to all sentiment beings (Samavasarana). 

• Digamabars consider that this tone is unarticulated sound, which is monotone and can be compared 

to the sound of the ‘OM’. 

• Whereas Shvetambars call it divine because all living beings can hear it, It is considered to be a human 

language that takes the form of Ardha Magadhi Prakrit. 

• Other than this non canonical Jaina texts are partly in dialects of Prakrit and partly in Sanskrit.  

• It also includes vast collection of lyrical poetry, hymns in different language such as Prakrit, Sanskrity, 

Kannada and Apabhramsha.  

• Some important non canonical works -  

• Adi Purana - 9th century compilation, 

• Harivamsha Purana - 8th century Jaina version of the stories of Krishna, Pandavas etc. 

• Trishashtilakshana Mahapurana  - 9th century compilation authored by Jinasena and Gunabhadra 

which contain the life stories of Jaina saints, kings and heroes.  

• Parishishtaparvan - 12th century compilation by Hemachandra gives details about political History of 

Jaina teachers. 

Vardhaman Mahavira 
• He is considered to be the 24th Tiranthakara or Jina . He came to be known as Mahavira, other names 

- Jintendriya (One who has conquered his inner desires) and Arihant (i). He possessed Avadhijanana (super 

human insight and cognition) 

• According to tradition, he was a contemporary of Buddha and was born in 599 BCE at a place called 

Kundagrama near Vaishali (capital of Videha). 

• He was the son of King Siddhartha (Chief of Jnatrika clan) and queen Trishala. 

• At the age of 30 he renounced his family in order to attain enlightenment and at the age of 42, it is 

believed that on the banks of Rijupalika river, outside the town of Jrimbhikagrama, in the fields of a 

householder named Samaga, he attained Kevalajana. 

• He passed away and became a siddha (fully liberated) at the age of 72 years in 527 BCE at Pavapuri 

near Patna. 

  

http://t.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com/


 

Doctrines of Jainism 

• Jaina doctrines are believed to be much older than Buddhism and it is accepted that in each half cycle 

of time there are 24 Tirthankaras. 

• Jaina conception of time is based on endless sequences of progressive (utsarpinis) and regressive half 

cycles (avsarpinis) in terms of degrees of happiness. 

• These vast spans of time are further divided into 6 Kalas (stages). 

• First Tirthankara - Rishabdeva (Symbol - bull). 

• 23rd Tirthankara - Parsavnatha (symbol - Snake) 

• Mahavara - 24th Tirthankara (symbol - Lion) 

The core of the Jaina doctrine is expressed in the principle of -  

• Anektavada - Doctrine of manyfold nature of reality. 

• Syadvada - Theory of conditioned predication.  

• Nayavada - Theory of partial standpoints 

• Tritatna - Three gems 

• Panch Mahavrata - Five great vows 

• Ahimsa - Doctrine of Non Violence 

Three jewels of Jain Ethics called as Triratnas  

• Right Faith - Samyag Darshana - seven Tattvas 

• Right Knowledge - Samyag Jnana 

• Right Conduct - Samyad Charitra - 5 Vows 

Panch Manhavarata 
• Non Violence (Ahimsa Parmo Dhrama) (Jainism prohibited the practice of war and even agriculture 

for its followers) (Eventually Jainas, confined themselves to trade and mercantile activities) 

• Truth (Satya) 

• Non Stealing (Asteya) -To take more than one’s need is also considered Theft in Jainism 

• Celibacy/Chastity (Brahmcharaya added by Mahavira) 

• Non Attachement/Non Possession (Aparigraha) 

• These Panch Vratas are for the Jain monks and not for the all people. The same vratas or vows when 

partially observed - are termed as Anuvratas i.e small or partial vows. 

• Jainism is fundamentally atheistic, though it recognises the existence of God, yet it refuses to give 

them importance in the universal scheme of themes and places the God lower than Jina (the 

conqueror) 
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• According to Jaina doctrine - Karma is the bane of the soul and must be ended and the surest way of 

Annihilating Karma is to practice penance. 

For spreading their religion  

• Jainas adopted Prakrit language of the common people to preach their doctrines and discarded 

Sanskrit. 

• Patronisation by big Kings like Kharavela, Chandragupta Maurya. (During the last years of his life, 

he went with Badrabhau (Digambaras) to Shrvanabelagola, Karnataka and dies there by fasting , A 

process known as Samsara. 

Different Schools of Jainism 
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Digamabara Sub Sects 

• Bispantha - They support the Dharam gurus i.e religious authorities known as Bhattarakas, the head of 

Jaina Mathas. 

• They worship the idols of Tirthankaras and idols of other dieties in their temples. 

• They worship these idols with saffron, flowers, sweets, scented incense sticks etc. They perform Aarti 

and even distribute Prasad. 

• While worshipping they sit on the ground and do not stand. 

• Terapantha - They arose a revolt against the domination and conduct of the Bhattarakas. 
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• They worship the idols of Tirthankaras but not other dieties in their temples. 

• They worship the idols without any offerings but scared rice called Aksata. 

• They do not perform Aarti, nor do they distribute any Prasad 

• While worshipping they stand and do not sit. 

• Taranapantha or Samaiyapantha - Its followers worship Sarnaya (sacred books) and not the idols. 

With main traits - Aversion to idol worship, absence of outward religious practices and the ban on caste 

distinctions. 

• They strongly refute idolatry but have their own temples where they worship sacred books. 

• They do not offer any article at the time of worship, they give more importance to spiritual values and 

the study of sacred literature. 

• Gumanapantha - They stress on the purity of conduct and self-discipline and strict adherence to these 

percepts. 

• They strictly prohibit the lighting of candles or lamps in the Jaina temple as they regard this a violation 

of the fundamental doctrine of Jiana religion i.e non-Violence. 

• They only visit and view the image and do not make any offerings to them. 

• Totapantha - 16 and a half  

• They came into being as a result of differences between the BisaPantha (i.e Twenty) and Terapantha 

(13), the average of that comes out to be Totapantha, so they partially follow the precepts of both of these 

schools. 

Shvetamabars suc Sects 

• Murtipujakas - They worship the idols and offer flowers, fruits etc, and adorn them with rich clothes and 

jewelled ornaments. They stay in temples or in the specially reserved buildings known as upasrayas. 

• Stankavasi - They do not believe in idol worship and thus do not have temples at all instead they have 

‘Sthankas’ that is prayer halls, where they carry on their religious fasts, festivals, practices etc. They 

do not have belief in the places of pilgrimage. The word Dhundiya is associated with them which means 

the searchers. 

• Terapanthis - They are non idolatrous and are very finely organised under the complete direction of one 

Acharya, One code of conduct and one line of thought.  

• They attach much importance to the practice of meditation.  

• They are considered as reformists as they emphasise on simplicity in religion. 
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Jaina Councils 

 

Important Terms 

• Basadis - Jaina Monastic Establishments. 

• Pudgala - Aggregate of atoms which have form, colour, taste and steel and can be touched and felt. 

• Gunasthanas - Stages of Purification. 

• Maagadha - With reference to cultural History of India, the memorising of chronicles, dynastic 

histories and epic tales was their profession. 

Jainism and Symbols – Ashtamangala 

 

• Swastika - Symbol of peace and well being. 

• It represents the 4 categories of the world - Deva, Manushya, Triyanch and Narakavasi. 
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• Shrivasta - It is said to be a mark on the chest of Mahavira  and other Tirthankaras which symbolises purity 

of soul, compassion etc. 

 

• Nandavarta - Complex form of Swastika with nine angles of corners. 
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• Vardhamanaka - Earthen bowl used as a lamp, symbolic of light (knowledge) banishing darkness 

(Ignorance). 

 

• Bhadrasna - Holy seat representing the seat of Mahavira and other venerated and liberated souls. 

 

• Kalasha - Pot filled with holy water, represents purity and wisdom to fill our minds. 
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• Meenu Yugala - It is a figure of fish couple considered auspicious and signifying flow of divine life in 

the cosmic ocean. 

 

• Darpana - Mirror (Darpana) signifies reflection of one’s true self that is the soul. 
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Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

Bhakti Movement  - 1 

• Aim - Sought to bring religious reforms to all strata of society by adopting the method of devotion to 
achieve salvation. 

• Time Period - From beginning of 7th century in South India, and spread towards North India with 
reaching its epitome in around 12-13th cen CE. 

• Mode - Developed around different Gods and Goddesses and some sub sects such as Vaishnavism, 
Shaivism, Shaktism. 

• The movement was inspired by many poet-saints, who championed a wide range of 
philosophical positions ranging from theistic dualism  of  Dvaita  to 
absolute monism of Advaita Vedanta. 

• First or the Earliest Reference of this Bhakti Movement is found in - Shvetashavtara Upnishad 

यस्य देवे परा भक्तिः  यथा देवे तथा गुरौ । 
तसै्यते कथथता ह्यथाथ िः  प्रकाशने्त महात्मनिः  

• Meaning - He who has highest Bhakti (love, devotion) of Deva (God), just like his Deva, so for 
his Guru (teacher), To him who is high-minded, these teachings will be illuminating. 

• The Bhagavad Gita, a post-Vedic scripture composed in 5th to 2nd century BCE, introduces bhakti 
marga (the path of faith/devotion) as one of three ways to spiritual freedom and release,  

• The other two being karma marga (the path of works) and jnana marga (the path of knowledge) 
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History 

• Started in South India, travelled upto North India and gained wide acceptance in fifteenth century 
Assam, Bengal and Northern India. 

• Started by Saiva Nayanars and Vaishnava Alvars (5th and 9th cen CE). 

• Bhakti Movement in Odissa is known as Jan Misrita Bhakti or Dadhya Bhakti which started in the 
12th century, Jagannath is the centre of the Odisha Bhakti movement. 

• Some scholars state that the Bhakti movement's rapid spread in India was in part a response to the 
arrival of Islam and subsequent Islamic rule in India and Hindu-Muslim conflicts. 

Reasons behind the Movement 

• Spread of Islam. 

• Emergence of Great reformers. 

• Influence of Sufi sects. 

• Reaction against the feudal oppression and the Rajput - Brahmin domination. 

Common Teachings 

• Preached Equality - Disciples of Ramananda included a weaver, cobbler, barber. 

• Preached Universal Brotherhood - Kabir preached universal brotherhood through his Dohas. 

• Rid of the religion and society of evil practices that had sunk in over time. Example - Guru Nanak 
condemned caste difference and rituals like bathing in holy rivers. His idea of religion was highly 
practical and strictly moral. 

• Emphasis on the route of ‘Bhakti’ rather than superficial rituals as the mode to realise god and 
salvation. 

Method of Promotion 

• Used common local Languages to promote their message and thus led to the development of local 
vernacular languages. 

• The writings of Sankaradeva in Assam however, not only included an emphasis on the 
regional language, but also led to the development of an artificial literary language 
called Brajavali. (Combination of medieval Maithili and Assamese). 

• Individual focused alternative path to spirituality regardless of one’s birth or gender. 

Nirguna & Saguna Bhakti 

• History Origin - The two had parallels in the ancient pantheistic unmanifest and theistic manifest 
traditions, respectively, and traceable to Arjuna-Krishna dialogue in the Bhagavad Gita. 

• Nirguna - concept of the Ultimate Reality as formless, without attributes or quality. 

• Introduced by Adi Shankara. 

• Roots/ focus is on knowledge. 

• Proponents - Kabir, Guru Nanak, Dadu Dayal etc. 
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• Saguna - envisioned and developed as with form, attributes and quality. 

• Roots/focus is on love/devotion. 

• Proponents - Ramanuja, Nimbaraka, Madhva, Meera Bai, Tulsidas etc. 

Social Impact 

• The impact of the Bhakti movement in India was similar to that of the Protestant Reformation of 
Christianity in Europe. 

• It evoked shared religiosity, direct emotional and intellection of the divine, and the pursuit 
of spiritual ideas without the overhead of institutional superstructures. 

• Practices emerged bringing new forms of spiritual leadership and social cohesion among the 
medieval Hindus, such as community singing, chanting together of deity names, festivals, 
pilgrimages, rituals relating to Saivism, Vaishnavism and Shaktism. Many of these regional 
practices have survived into the modern era. 

• Transformation of form of Bhakti -  

• led to devotional transformational of medieval Hindu society, wherein Vedic rituals or 
alternatively ascetic monk-like lifestyle for moksha gave way to individualistic loving 
relationship with a personally defined god. 

• Inclusivity -  

• Salvation which was previously considered attainable only by men 
of Brahmin, Kshatriya and Vaishya castes, became available to everyone. 

• Promoted Unity - Brought together various diverging sections of Brahma theory - ranging from the 
theistic dualism of Dvaita to the absolute monism of Advaita Vedanta. 

• The Bhakti movement introduced new forms of voluntary social services giving such as Seva (service, 
for example to a temple or guru school or community construction), dāna (charity), and Langara 
(community kitchens with free shared food). Example - Guru ka Langar by Guru Nanak. 

• Mathas adopted social functions such as relief to victims after a natural disaster, helping the 
poor and marginal farmers, providing community labor, feeding houses for the poor, free hostels 
for poor children and promoting folk culture. 

Social Impact - Summary 

• Platform for unification of India under national consciousness. 

• Development of music, dance and literature in India. 

• Checked orthodox supremacy. 

• Emancipation of vulnerable sections in the society. 

• Promotion of social service in society. 
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Bhakti Movement – Limitations 

• Though Bhakthi movement brought in the much needed emphasis to change the regressive form of 
religion in the society, it could not achieve its objective in truest terms. This can be attributed to many 
reasons such as 

• lack of organization on a greater level amongst the movements. 

• stern opposition from orthodox classes in the society 

• Persecution by royal classes etc. 

Alvars and Nayanars 

• Tamil poet-saints who played an essential role in the propagation of a Bhakti Movement in the South 
part of India during the 5th – 10th centuries. 

• The Alvars and Nayanars initiated a movement of protest against the caste system and the dominance 
of Brahmanas or at least attempted to reform the system. (supported by the fact that disciples hailed 
from diverse social backgrounds ranging from Brahmanas to artisans and cultivators and even from 
castes considered “untouchable”) 

Alvars 

• Alvars bestowed their belief and devotion to Lord Vishnu. (12 in number) 

• The poetry of the Alvars echoes Bhakti to God through love, and in the ecstasy of such 
devotions they sang hundreds of songs which embodied both depth of feeling and felicity of 
expressions 

• The collection of their hymns is known as Divya Prabandha. The Bhakti literature that sprang 
from Alvars has contributed to the establishment and sustenance of a culture that broke away 
from the ritual-oriented Vedic religion and rooted itself in devotion as the only path for 
salvation.  

• Compiled by Nathamuni 

Nayanars 

• Nayanars bestowed their belief and devotion to Lord Shiva. (63 in Number) 

• Among the Nayanars, the poets Nanachampantar, Appar, and Chuntaramurtti (often called 
“the three”) are worshipped as saints through their images in South Indian temples. 

• In the 10th century Nambi Andar Nambi collected the hymns of the Nayanars in an anthology 
called the Tevaram 
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Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

 
Europeans and their Factories - Portuguese 

Major European Powers that came to  India for trade – 

1. Portuguese - 1498 

2. Dutch - 1596 

3. English - 1600 

4. Danes - 1616 

5. French - 1664 

Portuguese 

• Portuguese became the first one to have navigated the entire African coastline.  

• Bartholomew Dias in 1487 became the first known European to reach the Indian Ocean from the 
Atlantic - The Portuguese later renamed it as ‘Cape of Good Hope’ as it represented the Opportunity 
of opening up of new route to India.  

http://t.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com/
https://youtu.be/sgxHR_4Jg0M


 

• Vasco da Gama reached Calicut on May 17,1498 which was ruled by a king named Zamorin (Local 
Hindu ruler).  

• He successfully established a sea route from Europe to India that would permit trade with the far East, 
without the use of costly and unsafe silk road caravan routes, of the Middle East and central Asia.  

• Eastern Spices were very important for European traders as without refrigeration, food spoiled easily, 
and spices were important for masking the flavour of rancid or spoiled meat.  

• In 1503, the 1st Portuguese factory was set up at Cochin (Kochi)  

• In 1505, the 2nd Portuguese factory was set up at Cannanore (Kannur). 
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Europeans and their Factories – Dutch 

Dutch 

• After the Portuguese came the Dutch, they were innovative people in business as well as in shipping 
techniques.  

• In 1596, Cornelius de Houtman was the first Dutch traveler to reach India.  

• In 1602, the Dutch East India Company was formed and the Dutch Parliament gave it a charter 
empowering it to make war and peace with other states, acquire territories and build territories.  

• Their main Interest was in the Indonesian Archipelago and the Spice Islands and not India.  

• However they discovered that Indian Trade was necessary to carry out trade with South-West Asia, as 
there was a good demand of Indian cloth in Indonesia region.  

• In return, Indians demanded pepper and spices. Hence, the FIRST credit of making ‘Indian Cloth’ as 
an item of export goes to the Dutch. 

• In 1606, the first factory was established at Masulipatnam (AP).  

• Second factory at Pettopoli (Nizampatnam)  

• In 1610, they signed a treaty with the king of Chandragiri and establish their headquarters at Pulicat. 
(Later on shifted to Nagapatinam) 

 

Europeans and their Factories – English 

Britishers 

• In 1599, a company to trade with the East was formed under the auspices of the group of merchants 
known as Merchant Adventurers, the Company popularly came to be known as East India Company.  

• In 1600, EIC was granted a royal charter by Queen Elizabeth giving it the exclusive privilege of trading 
east of the Cape of Good Hope for a period of 15 years. 

• Initially, there main area of interest was Spice Islands in Indonesia, however due to overwhelming 
presence of Dutch, they shifted their preference towards India and thus in 1608, Surat in Gujarat was 
established as the trade transit point and the company ships were docked there.  

• The Company now planned to open up a factory in Surat and sent Captain Hawkins for the same. He 
was the first Englishmen to set his foot on Indian soil. 

• On arrival, he went to the court of Jahangir at Agra in 1609, the English were given the royal Farman 
to set up factories on the west Coast. But the English were not satisfied as they wanted the permission 
for whole of India. However, Hawkins had to leave India at that time due to Portuguese intrigues.  

• In 1611, English opened their first factory in the south at Masulipatnam.  

• In 1613, they opened their permanent factory at Surat. 

• In 1615, Sir Thomas Roe arrives in India, sent by King James I as an ambassador to the court of 
Jahangir, he was successful in obtaining royal Farman according to which English were allowed to set 
up their factories in the whole of India. 

• In 1651, at Hugli, the first English factory was set up in Bengal upon receiving permission from  Sultan 
Shuja.  

http://t.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com/


Europeans and their Factories – Danes 

Danes 

• The Danish East India Company was established in 1616 and they set up trading outposts in 1620 at 
Trranquebar near Tanjore (Tamil Nadu).  

• In 1755, they founded a colony called Fredricknagore near Serampore in Bengal.  

• Occupied twice by English, they failed as a commercial venture.  

 

Europeans and their Factories – French 

French 

• The French were the last colonial power to set up their foot in India.  

• In 1664, Colbert formed the Company des Indes Orientales. The French Company was granted licence 
by King Louis IV to trade with India and the East Indies.  

• In 1667, they set up their first factory at Surat with Francis Caron as the Director General.  

• In 1669, they set up factory at Masulipatnam.  

• In 1672, they founded the Pondicherry, which later became their capital.  
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