
 

Answer 

 

Apart from some cultural exchanges and the 2012 Connect Central Asia Policy, Central Asia 

 (CA) was never high on Delhi’s foreign policy agenda (C Raja Mohan).  

However, after the 15th August 2021 takeover of the Taliban, India has made many changes 
to its foreign policy towards engagement in the Central Asia region. 

 

Following recent events show that India has moved from the earlier soft power engagement 

in the CA region towards renewed high-level realpolitik engagement with Central Asian 
republics: 

 

• November 2021 Delhi Regional Security Dialogue: India convened a security 

dialogue in which central Asia regional players like Russia, Iran, Kazakhstan, 

Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan participated. 

• By convening the Regional Security Dialogue on Afghanistan in Delhi, India has 

shown that it is an active observer and a serious player in the region. 

• December 2021 Third India-Central Asia foreign ministers dialogue: India’s external 

affairs minister discussed the Afghanistan issue with his CA counterparts. 

• Emphasis on Commerce, Capacity enhancement, Connectivity, and Contact being the 

four pillars of a new geoeconomics partnership. 

• Republic Day 2022 chief guest: India is in process of inviting all CA countries as 

Republic Day guests. It signals the changed priorities of India region wise. 

• Pragmatism and Back Channel diplomacy: India recognising the hard reality of the 

Taliban has opened some lines of communications with certain elements of the Taliban. 

• Anti-terrorism and Shanghai Cooperation Organisation: Central Asian Republics 

and India both wants to contain the growth of radical Islamist forces in the region 

especially after the Taliban takeover. 

• India’s re-energised engagement in the past few years with SCO and its Regional Anti 

Terrorist platform will be critical to tackling the threat of radicalisation in the region. 
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• Comprehensive Relation upgrade: During the recent India-central Asia dialogue 

India and CA ministers discussed to improve relations in all sectors including trade, 

connectivity, economy, innovation science, technology culture and humanitarian aids. 

o It was also decided to have an India-Central Asia Business Council meeting in 

2022. 

o A comprehensive partnership will increase India’s footprint in the region and 

can help secure its interests in the region. 

Way Forward 

India according to its policies of ‘wait and watch’ and ‘strategic silence’ must weigh its 
options but it should not be a silent observer of the events unfolding in Afghanistan.  

• India can continue its humanitarian assistance to Afghanistan via Central Asian 

Republics to help the general population. 

• India must also create some sort of hard power capabilities in the region to create a 

powerful presence.  

• Soft power cannot replace hard power in realpolitik.  

• India can create more bases in the Central Asian republics using its economic heft as 

leverage. 

• Delhi cannot have an effective Central Asia strategy without the cooperation of Russia 

& China 
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