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October 2021 
Click here to watch the following topic on YouTube 
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Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube 
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Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

Introduction 

• A little-known and highly technical section of the Paris Agreement could “make or break” the 
regime and its aim of avoiding dangerous climate change. 

• These “Article 6” rules, for carbon markets and other forms of international cooperation, are the last 

piece of the Paris regime to be resolved, after the rest of its “rulebook” (detailed “operating manual” 
needed for the Paris Agreement to enter into force) was agreed in late 2018 (COP24 took place in 2018, 

in Katowice, Poland). 

International Carbon Markets 

• Countries that struggle to meet their emissions-reduction targets under their national climate plans 

(known as “nationally determined contributions,” or NDCs), or want to pursue less expensive emissions 
cuts, can purchase emissions reductions from other nations that have already cut their emissions more 

than the amount they had pledged. 

• If the rules are structured appropriately, the result can be a win-win for everyone involved, both 

countries meet their climate commitments, the overachiever is financially rewarded for going above and 

beyond, finance is provided to the country generating the emissions reductions, and the world gets a 

step closer to avoiding catastrophic climate change. 

Article 6 

• Article 6 of the Paris Agreement introduces provisions for using international carbon markets to facilitate 

fulfilment of Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) by countries.  

• The success of COP26 at Glasgow hinges, to a great extent, on the conclusion of carbon markets 

discussions.  

• Despite several rounds of high-level meetings, it remains one of the most technical and highly 

contentious unresolved issues of the PAWP. 

• Article 6 of the Paris Agreement aims at promoting integrated, holistic and balanced approaches that 

will assist governments in implementing their NDCs through voluntary international cooperation.  

• This cooperation mechanism, if properly designed, should make it easier to achieve reduction targets 

and raise ambition.  

• In particular, Article 6 could also establish a policy foundation for an emissions trading system, which 

could help lead to a global price on carbon. 

• Under this mechanism, countries with low emissions would be allowed to sell their exceeding allowance 

to larger emitters, with an overall cap of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, ensuring their net reduction.  

• Supply and demand for emissions allowances would lead to the establishment of a global carbon price 

that would tie the negative externalities of GHG emissions to polluters.  
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November 2021 
Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

Phasing out Coal Power 

• Leaders from more than 40 countries—plus businesses and 

financial institutions—announced a pledge committing 

themselves to phasing out coal power for good.  

• Japan is not among them.  

• Japan has also not signed a separate pledge to stop funding 

foreign fossil-fuel projects, though it has said it will end 

financing for overseas coal plants.  

• Richer countries have chosen end dates in the 2030s; poorer 

ones in the 2040s. 

• Britain has promised to do away with coal by 2024.  

• World’s biggest coal-user, China, which already committed to stop financing coal overseas but relies on 

it heavily for domestic power. 

Latest global carbon budget 

• It is an analysis of carbon-dioxide 

sources and sinks produced by a 

consortium of academics called the 

Global Carbon Project.  

• Emissions from fossil fuels fell by 5.4% 

in 2020 when covid-19 hit the world 

economy; this year they are set to 

bounce back by 4.9%, thus almost 

returning to their pre-pandemic levels.  

• Though emissions from oil, which saw the biggest drop in the pandemic, have not fully bounced back, 

emissions from coal and gas are both now above their pre-pandemic levels, as are emissions from China 

and India. 

• The report notes that 15 countries can now point to a decade-long stretch in which their economies have 

grown but the carbon-dioxide emissions associated with them have fallen. 
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Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

Introduction 

• India has retained its spot in the top 10 best performing countries for the third year in a row in the global 

Climate Change Performance Index (CCPI) released by Germanwatch on the side-lines of the COP 26. 

Released By 

• Germanwatch, the New Climate Institute and the Climate Action Network annually since 2005. 

 
 

Important Points 

• It is an independent monitoring tool for tracking the climate protection performance of 60 countries and 

the European Union. 

• The performance of these countries, together account for 92% of global greenhouse gas emissions. 

• The index aims to enhance transparency in international climate politics and enable comparison of 

mitigation efforts and progress made by individual countries. 

• The CCPI looks at four categories, with 14 indicators - 

o Greenhouse Gas Emissions (40% of the overall score),  

o Renewable Energy (20%),  

o Energy Use (20%), and  

o Climate Policy (20%). 

Findings 

• The report noted that no country performed well enough in all index categories to achieve an overall 

very high rating in CCPI.  

• Therefore, once again, the top three places in the overall ranking remain empty.  

• Denmark, placed 4th, is the highest ranked country in CCPI 2022, but it does not perform well enough 

to achieve an overall very high rating.  

• Thus India, at 10th slot, is the seventh country. 

• China, the biggest current polluter, figured at 37th position (down from 33rd last year) while the second 

most current emitter, the US, was at 55th spot in the CCPI 2022 which released performance index of 

2021.  
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February 2022 
Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

• India launched the National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC) in 2008, establishing eight 

National Missions to advance action on the country’s climate priorities.  

• Climate Change Action program (CCAP) is a central sector scheme, initially launched in 2014, with a 

total outlay of ` 290 crores for duration of five years. The scheme has now been extended upto 2025-

26, and consists of eight broad sub-components including the National Action Plan on Climate Change 

(NAPCC) coordination, State Action Plan on Climate Change (SAPCC), National Institute on Climate 

Change Studies & Actions, National Carbonaceous Aerosols Programme (NCAP), Long Term 

Ecological Observations (LTEO), International negotiations and capacity building. 
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Click here to watch the following topic on YouTube 

National Adaptation Fund on Climate Change (NAFCC) 

Å It was launched in 2015, and 30 projects with a total allocation of ` 847.5 crores have been sanctioned 
from 2015-19 

Å The projects focus on climate sensitive sectors such as agriculture, water, forestry as well as the coastal 
and Himalayan ecosystem, and are being implemented to enhance the adaptive capacity of the most 
vulnerable sections of our population and ecosystems.  

Å The projects under NAFCC prioritizes the needs that builds climate resilience in the areas identified 
under the SAPCC (State Action Plan on Climate Change) and the relevant Missions under NAPCC 
(National Action Plan on Climate Change). 

Implementing agency 

Å Considering the existing arrangement with NABARD as National Implementing Entity (NIE) for 
Adaptation Fund (AF) under Kyoto Protocol and its presence across the country, NABARD has been 
designated as National Implementing Entity (NIE) for implementation of adaptation projects under 
NAFCC by Govt. of India.  

Å Under this arrangement, NABARD would perform roles in facilitating identification of project 
ideas/concepts from State Action Plan for Climate Change (SAPCC), project formulation, appraisal, 
sanction, disbursement of fund, monitoring & evaluation and capacity building of stakeholders 
including State Governments. 

Å Of the 30 sanctioned projects under NAFCC, two projects – in Haryana and one regional project 
(covering Haryana, Punjab, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh) – have closed down.  

Å Figure shows the cost of the 28 projects being implemented under the NAFCC across 26 states (of which 
Tamil Nadu has two projects) and one multi-state project (covering Maharashtra, Rajasthan and 
Telangana).  
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Click here to watch the following topic on YouTube 
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India State of Forest Report (ISFR) 2021 

Å It is the 17th biennial assessment of India’s forests by the Forest Survey of India 

Å This time special chapter on “Forest Cover assessment in Tiger reserves and Tiger corridor areas of the 
country and decadal change in Forest Cover” has also been included. 

 

Recorded Forest area 

Å Geographical area recorded as forest in govt records 

Å Irrespective of actual  trees grown on such land 

Forest cover-ISFR 

Å Canopy density more than 10% & area of one heactare or more 

Å Irrespective land use, legal status & ownership 
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March 2022 
Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

 

IPCC Sixth Assessment Report (AR6)  

Working Group I Report 

Å The Physical Science Basis.  

Å Addresses the most up-to-date physical understanding of the climate system and climate change, 
bringing together the latest advances in climate science 

Working Group II Report 

Å Impact , adaptation & vulnerability 

Å Assesses the impacts of climate change, from a world-wide to a regional view of ecosystems and 
biodiversity, and of humans and their diverse societies, cultures and settlements. 

Working Group III Report 

Å Mitigation of climate change 

Å Assesses all aspects of mitigation including technical feasibility, cost and the enabling environments 
that would allow measures to be taken up. 
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Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) report 

Å A recent report published by the IPCC states that the Great Barrier Reef is in crisis and suffering grave 
impacts from climate change. 

Key findings 

Å The worst bleaching event, in 2016, affected over 90% of the reef 

Å Warming ocean temperature is causing severe bleaching 

Å If bleaching persists, the IPCC estimates 10,000 jobs and AUD1 billion in revenue would be lost every 
year from declines in tourism alone. 

Å Even if we goal of limiting future warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius since pre-industrial times, that still 
wouldnõt be sufficient to prevent more frequent mass bleaching events 

Great Barrier Reef's third mass bleaching in five years 

The Great Barrier Reef  

Å It is the largest coral reef system in the world. The reef is located off the coast of Queensland, Australia, 
in the Coral Sea. 

Å It was selected as a World Heritage Site in 1981. 

Å The Great Barrier Reef has experienced five mass bleaching events ð 1998, 2002, 2016, 2017 and 2020 ð 
all caused by rising ocean temperatures driven by global heating. 
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Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

Å Sudden loss of a colonyõs workers bee population with very few dead bees found near the colony. 

Å The queen and brood (young) remained, and the colonies had relatively abundant honey and pollen 
reserves.  

Å But hives can’t sustain themselves without worker bees and would eventually die.  

Å This combination of events resulting in the loss of a bee colony has been called colony collapse disorder. 
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