P\ SleepyiClasses

‘o, Awakem'ng Toppers

“N“MINUTES

i  SERIES

PART-3

ENVIRONMENT

OCTOBER 2021 - MARCH 2021

A compilation of select important
topics from Current Affairs
of the month


http://t.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com/

SleepylClasses
AWakeninghloppers

5 0 o ON ALL PRELIMS
off 2022 COURSES

>

-

) £ 0
UPSC 2022 UPSC CSE 2022

PRELIMS CRASH COURSE Jll GENRAL STUDIES
 TEST-SERIES |

NARNE

UPSC 2022

PRELIMS TEST SERIES

UPSC 2022
PRELIMS CRASH COURSE

CURRENT AFFAIRS + STATIC GS -+ TEST-SERIES

UPSC 2022
PRELIMS CRASH COURSE

COMPLETE CURRENT AFFAIRS -+ TEST-SERIES

UPSC 2022
PRELIMS CRASH COURSE

COMPLETE CURRENT AFFAIRS

© www.sleepyclasses.com | Q sleepy.classes@gmail.com

@ 1800-890-3043


http://t.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com/

\

@ ﬁfﬁﬁgl %ﬂiﬁég o T.me/SleepyClasses
Table of Contents
OCtODEr 2021 .....uiiiinirinciisisinisisinsisisissssissssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssesss 4
ClIMALE FINATICE ...ttt 4
COP 26 - UNFCCC GLASGOW = SCOTLAND.......ccvvvviisiisiisiisiissiiieississisisissis 12
ATticle 6 - Paris AQIEEIMENL...........c.vveiiiiiiisiiiiieistieicsse st 15
NOVemMDbEr 2021 ... 19
GlLobal DEVELOPINENLES ...t 19
Climate Change Performance Index 2022............cccouvvvvonineioniiniininsininsisissisissisissississiesons 24
Global Methane PIedge ...ttt 28
COP — 26 GlaSGOW OULCOMES.......ovvoviiieiiiiiniiriisisis s 31
December 2021 .......cvuuiiimneninimesnsinsnsssisssssmssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss 34
COP - 26 Glasgow Leaders Declaration on Forest and Land Use................ccccocvvvovinrioniinninen. 34
Kasturirangan Committee Report ... 36
Status of Coral Reefs of the World 2020 ............cocevvivininiininininiiiieieieesiiseessssene 38
JANUALY 2022 ....uuvienirienctinncniiiesisnieisissssisssissssssisssssisssssssssssssssssssssssssssans 41
International Union for Conservation Of NAFUTE.............cccvvvveviniiniiniineiieisieisisisiseseeae, 41
Should China have 'developing country' status in WTO? .........ccccocvvvvinioniniininrisisnieenn, 46
A to Z about Biodiversity ACt ... 47
Insect apocalypse ‘Death by a thousand cuts’ ..., 53
February 2022 ........cimimninninininnisnisniisisissmmsimssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssesss 55
Economic Survey 2021-22........cvviviivivieiiiiiisisisisiisisis st 55
India’s Climate ACHONS .......c..ccvviiiiiisiccieiccisis s 59
BOD V55 COD......covovevievstvseisevse s 67
India State of Forest Report 2021........c.ccvvviuviiniiniieieieinininisisisessse s, 70
March 2022......ucuiuiiiiinisiiinisisinsinissssissssssssssssssssssssssssssssses 79
IPCC-6t Assessment report-I1 (Impact , adaptation & vulnerability) ...........ccvvvveveniininnne, 79
Mass coral DIEACHING..........cc.ccovviiiiiiiieieisiictet s 82
Colony collapse diSOTACT ............vvveiieiiiisiitisiese e 87
- J
www.sleepyclasses.com Available on App Store 3
Call 1800-890-3043 and Play Store


http://t.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com/

o T.me/SleepyClasses @ﬁggﬂg'ﬁ% L‘;;ée S)
October 2021

Click here to watch the following topic on YouTube

Climate Finance

Introduction

o ltrefers to local, national or transnational financing drawn from public, private and alternative
sources of financing that seeks to support mitigation and adaptation actions that will address

climate change.

+ The Convention, the Kyoto Protocol and the Paris Agreement call for financial assistance from
Parties with more financial resources to those that are less endowed and more vulnerable.

« Several financial mechanisms to address climate change are currently in place -
o Global Environment Facility (GEF)
o Special Climate Change Fund (SCCF)
o Least Developed Countries Fund (LDCF)
o Clean Development Mechanism (CDM)
o Adaptation Fund
o Climate Investment Fund (CIF)

* (Clean Technology Fund: Finances demonstration, deployment, and transfer of low
carbon technologies.

» Strategic Climate Fund: Targeted programs to pilot new approaches and

improvements.

«  Community Development Carbon Fund

Global Environment Facility

+ The Global Environment Facility (GEF) was established 30 years ago on the eve of the Rio Earth
Summit to tackle our planet’s most pressing environmental problems.

o The GEF is the largest multilateral trust fund focused on enabling developing countries to invest in
nature, and supports the implementation of major international environmental conventions
including on biodiversity, climate change, chemicals, and desertification.

o It brings together 184 member governments in addition to civil society, international organization,

and private sector partners.
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The financial contributions to the GEF are replenished every four years. The Fund is currently in its
7th replenishment cycle, GEF-7: 2018 - 2022

Through its Small Grants Programme, the GEF has provided support to more than 25,000 civil

society and community initiatives in 135 countries.

An independently operating financial organization, the GEF provides grants for projects related to

biodiversity, climate change, international waters, land degradation, the ozone layer, persistent

organic pollutants (POPs), mercury, sustainable forest management, food security, sustainable

cities.

)
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With reference to ‘Global Environment Facility’, which of the following statements is/are correct?
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The GEF also serves as financial mechanism for the following conventions:
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)
United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD)
Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants

Minamata Convention on Mercury

The GEF, although not linked formally to the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete
the Ozone Layer (MP), supports implementation of the Protocol in countries with economies
in transition.

It serves as financial mechanism for ‘Convention on Biological Diversity ’and ‘United

Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change’.
It undertakes scientific research on environmental issues at global level

It is an agency under OECD to facilitate the transfer of technology and funds to

underdeveloped countries with specific aim to protect their environment.

Both A and B

Small Grants Programme

-

The GEF Small Grants Programme (SGP) provides financial and technical support to

communities and Civil Society Organizations to meet the overall objective of global environmental

benefits secured through community-based initiatives and actions.

Launched in 1992 with 33 participating countries, the

Small Grants Programme has expanded to provide assistance to 125 countries currently.
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It is currently implemented by UNDP on behalf of the GEF partnership.

The SGP remains one of the GEF’s flagship initiatives and it enjoys strong and broad support from
its stakeholders, country governments, GEF donors and civil society and community based

organizations.

The Small Grants Programme, through a decentralized, national-level delivery mechanism,
finances community-led initiatives to address global environmental issues.

The Program is specifically designed to mobilize bottom-up actions by empowering local civil
society organizations, and poor and vulnerable communities, including women and Indigenous

Peoples.
The Programme funds grants up to a maximum of $50,000.

In practice, the average grant has been around $25,000. In addition, the SGP provides a maximum of
$150,000 for strategic projects.

These larger projects allow for scaling up and cover a large number of communities within a critical

landscape or seascape.

Projects under the SGP are implemented through a National Host Institution - Centre for
Environment Education (CEE), and other NGO partners and stakeholders that has presence in
different parts of the country.

Special Climate Change Fund

The Special Climate Change Fund, one of the world’s first multilateral climate adaptation finance
instruments, was created at the 2001 Conference of the Parties (COP) to the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) to help vulnerable nations to address these
negative impacts of climate change.

The SCCF is managed by the GEF and operates in parallel with the Least Developed Countries
Fund (LDCEF).

Both funds have a mandate to serve the Paris Agreement.

SCCF financing is open to all vulnerable developing countries and supports a wide spectrum of

adaptation activities, including innovative tools that can be scaled for impact.

Least Developed Countries Fund

In 2001, the 194 parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC) set out to address this challenge by establishing the Least Developed Countries Fund
(LDCF) - the only facility exclusively dedicated to helping these countries adapt to new climate
realities.
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Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube

COP 26 - UNFCCC GLASGOW - SCOTLAND

Introduction

« The COP 26 UN Climate Change Conference, hosted by the UK in partnership with Italy, will take
place from 31 October to 12 November 2021 in Glasgow, UK.

« Inlight of the worldwide effects of COVID-19, the COP Bureau of the UNFCCC, with the UK and its
Italian partners, had decided to re-schedule the conference initially slated for November 2020.

o [taly partnered with the UK in leading COP26.

o For the most part, their role was in preparatory work such as the hosting of a pre-COP session and

an event for young people called Youth4Climate 2020: Driving Ambition.
+ These events took place between 28 September and 2 October 2020 in Milan.
Formation of COP

o The Conference of Parties comes under the United Nations Climate Change Framework
Convention (UNFCCC) which was formed in 1994.

« The UNFCCC was established to work towards “stabilisation of greenhouse gas concentrations in

the atmosphere.”
« Itlaid out a list of responsibilities for the member states which included:
o Formulating measures to mitigate climate change
o Cooperating in preparing for adaptation to the impact of climate change
o Promoting education, training and public awareness related to climate change
COP1TO COP 25
«  COP members have been meeting every year since 1995.
» The UNFCCC has 198 parties including India, China and the USA.
o The first conference (COP1) was held in 1995 in Berlin.
« At COP3 held in Kyoto, Japan, in 1997, the famous Kyoto Protocol was adopted.
o It commits the member states to pursue limitation or reduction of greenhouse gas emissions.
« Itentered into force on 16 February 2005 and there are 192 Parties in the Kyoto Protocol.
« India hosted the eighth COP from October 23 to November 1, 2002 in New Delhi.

o The conference laid out seven measures including, ‘strengthening of technology transfer... in
all relevant sectors, including energy, transport..and the promotion of technological
advances through research and development...and the strengthening of institutions for
sustainable development. ’
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Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube

Article 6 - Paris Agreement

Introduction

o A little-known and highly technical section of the Paris Agreement could “make or break” the
regime and its aim of avoiding dangerous climate change.

e These “Article 6” rules, for carbon markets and other forms of international cooperation, are the last
piece of the Paris regime to be resolved, after the rest of its “rulebook” (detailed “operating manual”
needed for the Paris Agreement to enter into force) was agreed in late 2018 (COP24 took place in 2018,
in Katowice, Poland).

International Carbon Markets

¢ Countries that struggle to meet their emissions-reduction targets under their national climate plans
(known as “nationally determined contributions,” or NDCs), or want to pursue less expensive emissions
cuts, can purchase emissions reductions from other nations that have already cut their emissions more
than the amount they had pledged.

o If the rules are structured appropriately, the result can be a win-win for everyone involved, both
countries meet their climate commitments, the overachiever is financially rewarded for going above and
beyond, finance is provided to the country generating the emissions reductions, and the world gets a
step closer to avoiding catastrophic climate change.

Article 6

o Article 6 of the Paris Agreement introduces provisions for using international carbon markets to facilitate
fulfilment of Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) by countries.

e The success of COP26 at Glasgow hinges, to a great extent, on the conclusion of carbon markets
discussions.

e Despite several rounds of high-level meetings, it remains one of the most technical and highly
contentious unresolved issues of the PAWP.

e Article 6 of the Paris Agreement aims at promoting integrated, holistic and balanced approaches that
will assist governments in implementing their NDCs through voluntary international cooperation.

e This cooperation mechanism, if properly designed, should make it easier to achieve reduction targets
and raise ambition.

e In particular, Article 6 could also establish a policy foundation for an emissions trading system, which
could help lead to a global price on carbon.

e Under this mechanism, countries with low emissions would be allowed to sell their exceeding allowance
to larger emitters, with an overall cap of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, ensuring their net reduction.

¢ Supply and demand for emissions allowances would lead to the establishment of a global carbon price
that would tie the negative externalities of GHG emissions to polluters.
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Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube

Global Developments

Phasing out Coal Power

e Leaders from more than 40 countries—plus businesses and
financial institutions—announced a pledge committing
themselves to phasing out coal power for good.

¢ Japan is not among them.

e Japan has also not signed a separate pledge to stop funding
foreign fossil-fuel projects, though it has said it will end
financing for overseas coal plants.

¢ Richer countries have chosen end dates in the 2030s; poorer
ones in the 2040s.

¢ Britain has promised to do away with coal by 2024.

e World’s biggest coal-user, China, which already committed to stop financing coal overseas but relies on
it heavily for domestic power.

Latest global carbon budget

e It is an analysis of carbon-dioxide The carbon budget for 1.5 degrees
sources and sinks produced by a - ——
consortium of academics called the -~ 2020
Global Carbon Project. : , m

o Emissions from fossil fuels fell by 5.4% = oS St B
in 2020 when covid-19 hit the world s = i T

economy; this year they are set to o

bounce back by 4.9%, thus almost = _ =

returning to their pre-pandemic levels.

¢ Though emissions from oil, which saw the biggest drop in the pandemic, have not fully bounced back,
emissions from coal and gas are both now above their pre-pandemic levels, as are emissions from China
and India.

e Thereport notes that 15 countries can now point to a decade-long stretch in which their economies have
grown but the carbon-dioxide emissions associated with them have fallen.

- J
www.sleepyclasses.com Available on App Store 19

Call 1800-890-3043 and Play Store



http://t.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com/
https://youtu.be/uiz8CVOIzIE
https://youtu.be/uiz8CVOIzIE
https://youtu.be/uiz8CVOIzIE



http://t.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com/



http://t.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com/



http://t.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com/



http://t.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com/

4 )
o T.me/SleepyClasses @ﬁfﬁﬁ; %LC;;'S.EGS
Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube

Climate Change Performance Index 2022

Introduction

¢ India hasretained its spot in the top 10 best performing countries for the third year in a row in the global
Climate Change Performance Index (CCPI) released by Germanwatch on the side-lines of the COP 26.

Released By

¢ Germanwatch, the New Climate Institute and the Climate Action Network annually since 2005.

ICMI GERMANWATCH
s ivn

Nt/

—_——
-~

Important Points

e Itis anindependent monitoring tool for tracking the climate protection performance of 60 countries and
the European Union.

o The performance of these countries, together account for 92% of global greenhouse gas emissions.

e The index aims to enhance transparency in international climate politics and enable comparison of
mitigation efforts and progress made by individual countries.

o The CCPI looks at four categories, with 14 indicators -
o Greenhouse Gas Emissions (40% of the overall score),
o Renewable Energy (20%),
o Energy Use (20%), and
o Climate Policy (20%).

Findings
o The report noted that no country performed well enough in all index categories to achieve an overall
very high rating in CCPL

o Therefore, once again, the top three places in the overall ranking remain empty.

o Denmark, placed 4th, is the highest ranked country in CCPI 2022, but it does not perform well enough
to achieve an overall very high rating.

o Thus India, at 10th slot, is the seventh country.

o China, the biggest current polluter, figured at 37th position (down from 33rd last year) while the second
most current emitter, the US, was at 55th spot in the CCPI 2022 which released performance index of
2021.
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Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube

Economic Survey 2021-22

o India launched the National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC) in 2008, establishing eight
National Missions to advance action on the country’s climate priorities.

¢ C(limate Change Action program (CCAP) is a central sector scheme, initially launched in 2014, with a
total outlay of * 290 crores for duration of five years. The scheme has now been extended upto 2025-
26, and consists of eight broad sub-components including the National Action Plan on Climate Change
(NAPCC) coordination, State Action Plan on Climate Change (SAPCC), National Institute on Climate
Change Studies & Actions, National Carbonaceous Aerosols Programme (NCAP), Long Term
Ecological Observations (LTEO), International negotiations and capacity building.
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Click here to watch the following topic on YouTube

India’s Climate Actions
National Adaptation Fund on Climate Change (NAFCC)

A 1t was launched in 2015, and 30 projects with a total allocation of * 847.5 crores have been sanctioned
from 2015-19

A The projects focus on climate sensitive sectors such as agriculture, water, forestry as well as the coastal
and Himalayan ecosystem, and are being implemented to enhance the adaptive capacity of the most
vulnerable sections of our population and ecosystems.

A The projects under NAFCC prioritizes the needs that builds climate resilience in the areas identified
under the SAPCC (State Action Plan on Climate Change) and the relevant Missions under NAPCC
(National Action Plan on Climate Change).

Implementing agency

A Considering the existing arrangement with NABARD as National Implementing Entity (NIE) for
Adaptation Fund (AF) under Kyoto Protocol and its presence across the country, NABARD has been
designated as National Implementing Entity (NIE) for implementation of adaptation projects under
NAFCC by Govt. of India.

A Under this arrangement, NABARD would perform roles in facilitating identification of project
ideas/concepts from State Action Plan for Climate Change (SAPCC), project formulation, appraisal,
sanction, disbursement of fund, monitoring & evaluation and capacity building of stakeholders
including State Governments.

A Of the 30 sanctioned projects under NAFCC, two projects - in Haryana and one regional project
(covering Haryana, Punjab, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh) - have closed down.

A Figure shows the cost of the 28 projects being implemented under the NAFCC across 26 states (of which
Tamil Nadu has two projects) and one multi-state project (covering Maharashtra, Rajasthan and
Telangana).
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Click here to watch the following topic on YouTube

BOD Vs COD
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India State of Forest Report 2021

India State of Forest Report (ISFR) 2021

A Ttis the 17t biennial assessment of India’s forests by the Forest Survey of India

A This time special chapter on “Forest Cover assessment in Tiger reserves and Tiger corridor areas of the
country and decadal change in Forest Cover” has also been included.

Recorded Forest area
A Geographical area recorded as forest in govt records
A Trrespective of actual trees grown on such land
Forest cover-ISFR
A Canopy density more than 10% & area of one heactare or more

A Trrespective land use, legal status & ownership
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Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube

IPCC-6th Assessment report-II (Impact, adaptation & vulnerability)

IPCC Sixth Assessment Report (AR6)
Working Group I Report
A The Physical Science Basis.

A Addresses the most up-to-date physical understanding of the climate system and climate change,
bringing together the latest advances in climate science

Working Group II Report
A Impact, adaptation & vulnerability

A Assesses the impacts of climate change, from a world-wide to a regional view of ecosystems and
biodiversity, and of humans and their diverse societies, cultures and settlements.

Working Group III Report
A Mitigation of climate change

A Assesses all aspects of mitigation including technical feasibility, cost and the enabling environments
that would allow measures to be taken up.

& J
www.sleepyclasses.com Available on App Store 79

Call 1800-890-3043 and Play Store



http://t.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com/
https://youtu.be/n6MN2KbwtVY



http://t.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com/



http://t.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com/

-

A

A
A
A

A

A

T.me/SleepyClasses
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Mass coral bleaching

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) report

Key findings

Great Barrier Reef's third mass bleaching in five years

The Great Barrier Reef

A recent report published by the IPCC states that the Great Barrier Reef is in crisis and suffering grave
impacts from climate change.

The worst bleaching event, in 2016, affected over 90% of the reef
Warming ocean temperature is causing severe bleaching

If bleaching persists, the IPCC estimates 10,000 jobs and AUD1 billion in revenue would be lost every
year from declines in tourism alone.

Even if we goal of limiting future warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius since pre-industrial times, that still
wouldnit be sufficient to prevent more frequent mass bleaching events

Itis the largest coral reef system in the world. The reef is located off the coast of Queensland, Australia,
in the Coral Sea.

A It was selected as a World Heritage Site in 1981.
A The Great Barrier Reef has experienced five mass bleaching events 6 1998, 2002, 2016, 2017 and 2020 §
all caused by rising ocean temperatures driven by global heating.
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Colony collapse disorder

A Sudden loss of a colonyis workers bee population with very few dead bees found near the colony.

A The queen and brood (young) remained, and the colonies had relatively abundant honey and pollen
reserves.

A But hives can’t sustain themselves without worker bees and would eventually die.

A This combination of events resulting in the loss of a bee colony has been called colony collapse disorder.
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