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Janjatiya Gaurav Diwas
• Context -  

• Recently, Union Cabinet decided to declare November 
15 as 'Janjatiya Gaurav Divas' to mark the birth 
anniversary of Birsa Munda and honour the 
contributions of Scheduled Tribes to Indian history and 
culture. 

• The day will be celebrated every year and would 
recognise the efforts of the tribals for preservation of 
cultural heritage and promotion of Indian values of 
valour, hospitality and national pride.



Birsa Munda
• Context -  

• In recognition of his impact on the national movement, 
the state of Jharkhand was created on his birth 
anniversary in 2000.  

• He is also known as ‘Dharti Abba’ or the Earth Father.



Munda Revolt
• ‘Ulgulan’ or the Great Revolt against the exploitation and 

discrimination against Tribals by the local authorities. 

• It resulted into passing of Chotanagpur Tenancy (CNT) Act, 
1908 and also won the protection against Forced Labour. 

• CNT Act provided for the creation and maintenance of 
land record.  

• It also created a special tenure category of “Mundari 
Khuntkattidar” (considered to be the original settler of 
the land among Mundas) and restricted the transfer of 
tribal land to non tribals.



Munda Revolt
• The movement identified following forces as the cause of 

the misery the Mundas were suffering: 

• The land policies of the British were destroying their 
traditional land system. 

• Hindu landlords and moneylenders were taking over 
their land. 

• Missionaries were criticising their traditional culture.



Munda Revolt
• Bisra wanted to reform the tribal society and so, he urged 

them to let go of beliefs in witchcraft and instead, stressed 
on the importance of prayer, staying away from alcohol, 
having faith in God and observing a code of conduct.  

• Based on these, he started the faith of ‘Birsait’.
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Remains of Ancient Gupta Temple
• Context -  

• The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) has 
found remains of an ancient temple dating back to 
the Gupta Period, 5th Century CE in Bilsarh 
village of Uttar Pradesh's Etah. 



Remains of Ancient Gupta Temple
• About -  

• Bilsarh has been protected since 1928 and was 
known as an important Gupta period site. 

• Key finding include two decorative pillars close 
to one another, with human figurines and stairs 
that led to temple engraved with ‘shankhalipi’ 
inscriptions saying, ‘Sri Mahendraditya’, the title 
of Kumaragupta I of Gupta dynasty.



Remains of Ancient Gupta Temple



Remains of Ancient Gupta Temple
• About Sankhlipi 

• Shankhalipi or “shell-script” describe ornate 
spiral characters assumed to be Brahmi 
derivatives that look like conch shells or 
shankhas. 

• Both Shankhalipi and Brahmi are stylised scripts 
used primarily for names and signatures.



Remains of Ancient Gupta Temple
• About - 

• The discovery becomes significant since only two 
other structural temples from the Gupta age have 
been found so far —  

• Dashavatara Temple (Deogarh) 

• Bhitargaon Temple (Kanpur Dehat)



Dashavtara Temple



Dashavtara Temple
• About - 

• This is a classical example of the late Gupta period. 
This temple is in the Panchayatana style of 
architecture. 

• It is not actually known to whom the four 
subsidiary shrines were originally dedicated. There 
are 3 main reliefs of Vishnu on the temple walls - 
Sheshayana, Nara-Narayana and Gajendramoksha.  

• The temple is west facing, which is less common, 
as most of the temples are east or north facing.
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Bhitragaon Temple
• About - 

• It is one of the earliest surviving brick temples of 
India.  

• It is the oldest remaining terracotta Hindu shrine 
with a roof and a high Shikhara (spire). 

• Its architecture paved the way for elaborate 
Nagara style of temple architecture in North 
India. 
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Sun Temple, Konark
• Context -  

• Recently, the Archaeological Survey of India 
(ASI) discussed ways to remove sand filled by 
the British from the sealed assembly hall (known 
as Jagamohana) of Konark Sun Temple, Odisha. 



Sun Temple, Konark
• About -  

• Dedicated to the Sun God, the temple is located 
on the shores of the Bay of Bengal. 

• It is also known as 'Black Pagoda' due to its dark 
color stone used. 

• It was built by King Narasimha Deva I of the 
Eastern Ganga dynasty from 1238-1250CE (as per 
Kenduli Copper plate inscription).



Sun Temple, Konark
• About -  

• Chandrabhaga, its nearest beach, received Blue 
Flag certification for environmental cleanliness in 
2018.  

• It is a Kalinga architectural style temple, a sub-
style of Nagara Temple Architecture. 



Sun Temple, Konark
• About -  

• In its complete form, it represents an epic 
imagination of a celestial chariot carrying Sun, 
mounted on 24 intricately carved wheels, drawn 
by seven horses. 

• Set of wheels representing 12 months of a year 
and the eight spokes as 8 prahar and symbolic 
motifs on cycle of seasons and months - The 7 
horses as the 7 days of week. 



Prominent Sun Temples in India 
• Martan Sun Temple - J and K 

• Katarmal Surya Temple - Uttrakhand 

• Dakshinaarka Sun Temple - Bihar 

• Surya Pahar Temple - Assam 

• Arasavalli Surya Narayan Temple - Andhra Pradesh 

• Suryanar Kabil Temple - Tamil Nadu 

• Modhera Sun Temple - Gujarat 

• Brahmanya Dev Temple - Madhya Pradesh
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Reclining Buddha Statue
• Context -  

• India’s largest statue of the Reclining Buddha is 
being installed at the Buddha International 
Welfare Mission temple in Bodh Gaya, Bihar.  



Reclining Buddha Statue
• About -  

• A reclining Buddha statue represents The 
Buddha during his last illness, about to enter 
Parinirvana . 

• It is meant to show that all beings have the 
potential to be awakened and be released from the 
cycle of death and rebirth. 

• The Reclining Buddha was first depicted in 
Gandhara Art .



WinseinTawya Buddha, Myanmar



Bhamala Buddha Parinirvana, Pakistan



Reclining Buddha Statue
• About -  

• Largest - 600-foot WinseinTawya Buddha built in 
1992 in Mawlamyine, Myanmar. 

• Oldest - The Bhamala Buddha Parinirvana in 
Pakistan’s Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province (1800 
years old)
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Adi Shankaracharya
• Context -  

• Adi Sankaracharya’s birthplace Kaladi in 
Ernakulam, Kerala will likely be declared as 
national monument.



Adi Shankaracharya
• About -  

• Over here, there is a Crocodile ghat and holds 
religious value, and is blessed with important 
temples dedicated to Adi. 

• National Status - Designated by ASI under 
Archaelogical Sites and Remains Act of 1958, 
which authorises the central Government to 
“maintain, protect and promote the site” (3600). 

• Philosophy - Advaita Vedanta - Non Dualism.



Adi Shankaracharya
• About -  

• He is considered as an incarnation of Lord Shiva. 

• He propagated non dualism and ‘Dashanami 
Sampradaya’ 

• He wrote commentaries on the major scriptural 
texts and his review ‘Brahma Sutra’ is known as 
‘Brahmasutrabhasya’ and it is the oldest serving 
commentary of ‘Brahma Sutra’.



Adi Shankaracharya
• About -  

• 4 Maths established by him -  

• Joshimath (UK) (Atharva Veda) 

• Puri (Rig Veda) 

• Dwarka (Sam Veda) 

• Sringeri (Yajur Veda)



Related News
• About -  

• PM unve i l ed a 12 foot s ta tue of Adi 
Shankaracharya at Kedarnath, where the Achraya 
is said to have attained samadhi at the age of 32 
in 9th century. (Lord Shiva). 

• It is located at the bank of Mandakini River.
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