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Dhyan Chand



Dhyan Chand
Context

• Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award renamed after hockey

great Dhyan Chand.

• This came a day after the Indian men's hockey team won

the bronze medal in the ongoing Tokyo Olympics and

hours after the women's team finished fourth.



Dhyan Chand
Important Points to Remember

• Dhyan Chand, in the pre-Independence era, was India's shining
star in field hockey.

• Dhyan Chand helped India win three Olympic gold medals in
1928, 1932 and 1936.

• He scored a mammoth 570 goals in 185 matches, as per his
autobiography ‘Goal’

• August 29 is celebrated as National Sports Day in the country
on the occasion of his birthday.



Dhyan Chand
• Khel Ratna award is the highest sporting award given by the

Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports for the spectacular and
most outstanding performance in the field of sports by a
sportsperson over a period of four years.

• Now this award has been renamed as ‘Major Dhyan Chand Khel
Ratna Award’. (Cash Prize of Rs 25 Lakh)

• The Khel Ratna award was instituted in 1991-1992 and the first
recipient was Chess legend Viswanathan Anand.

• Among the other winners were Leander Paes, Sachin Tendulkar,
Dhanraj Pillay, Pullela Gopichand, Abhinav Bindra, Anju Bobby
George, Mary Kom and Rani Rampal in 2020.



Paryushan And Das Lakshan



Paryushan And Das Lakshan
Context

• U.S. President extended Paryushan and Das Lakshan

wishes to Jain community.



Paryushan And Das Lakshan
Important Points to Remember

• Paryushan is an annual 8-10 days period of fasting and

meditation for Jain worshippers observed by Shwetamabar

Jains.

• Das Lakshan is a 10-day festival that takes place after

Paryushana and observed by Digambar Jains.

• These are festivals for celebrating the qualities and essence of

the Soul.



Paryushan And Das Lakshan

• They are marked by strict observance of the ten cardinal

virtues: Forgiveness, Charity, Simplicity, Contentment,

Truthfulness, Self-restraint, Fasting, Detachment, Humility

and Continence.

• Jain order has been divided into two major sects:

Digambara and Svetambara.

• The division occurred mainly due to famine in Magadha

which compelled a group led by Bhadrabahu to move

South India.



Paryushan And Das Lakshan
Digambara

• Monks of this sect believe in complete nudity.

• Male monks do not wear clothes while female monks wear

unstitched plain white sarees.

• Follow all five vows (Satya, Ahimsa, Asteya, Aparigraha and

Brahmacharya).

• They believe women cannot achieve liberation.



Paryushan And Das Lakshan
Svetambara

• Monks wear white clothes.

• Follow only 4 vows (except brahmacharya).

• Believe women can achieve liberation.



National Mission on Cultural Mapping



National Mission On Cultural Mapping

Context

• NMCM has now been handed over to Indira Gandhi National

Centre for the Arts (IGNCA).



National Mission On Cultural Mapping

Important Points to Remember

• Ministry of Culture had approved the NMCM in 2017

• NMCM was set up to compile data of artists, art forms & geo

location with inputs from Central Ministries, State

Governments & art and culture bodies.

• It is aimed at addressing the necessities of preserving the threads

of rich Indian Art and Cultural Heritage.

• IGNCA will soon start cultural mapping in 75 villages.



Indra Gandhi Center for the Arts

Important Points to Remember

• It was established in the year 1987 as an autonomous institution

under the Ministry of Culture, as a centre for research, academic

pursuit and dissemination in the field of the arts.

• IGNCA aims to complete mapping in 5,000 villages by the end of

financial year 2022.



GI Tag To Judima Rice Wine



GI Tag To Judima Rice Wine

Context

• Judima become the first traditional brew in all of northeast to

bag a geographical indication (GI) tag.



GI Tag To Judima Rice Wine
Important Points to Remember

• Judima is a home-made rice wine of Assam’s Dimasa tribe. (Hill districts of

Karbi Anglong and Dima Hasao)

• To produce Judima, Dimasa tribe uses a glutinous rice called Bora

(indigenous to the region) and bark of a plant called Thembra (Acacia

pennata) collected from forests surrounding the region.

• Other GI Tagged Products from Assam -

• Kaji Nemu (a type of lemon) (2020)

• Chokuwa Rice of Assam (2019)

• Earlier Manipur’s most famous Hathei Chilli and Tamenglong Orange

were awarded the GI Tag.



GI Tag To Judima Rice Wine
Geographical Indication (GI) tag

• A GI is primarily an agricultural, natural or a manufactured product

(handicrafts and industrial goods) originating from a definite

geographical territory.

• Typically, such a name conveys an assurance of quality and

distinctiveness, which is essentially attributable to the place of its

origin.

• Once the GI protection is granted, no other producer can misuse the

name to market similar products.

• GI tag in India is governed by Geographical Indications of Goods

(Registration & Protection) Act, 1999. It is issued by the Geographical

Indications Registry (Chennai).



GI Tag To Judima Rice Wine
• The registration of a geographical indication is valid for a period

of 10 years.

• It can be renewed from time to time for further period of 10 years

each.

• In India, Geographical Indications registration is administered by

the Geographical Indications of Goods (Registration and

Protection) Act, 1999.

• The first product in India to be accorded with GI tag was

Darjeeling tea in the year 2004-05.



Meenakari



Meenakari

Context

• Prime Minister has gifted ‘Meenakari’ chess set to US Vice

President.



Meenakari

Important Points to Remember

• It is the process of painting and coloring the surfaces of metals

and ceramics through enameling.

• It usually involves intricate designs and is applied as a decorative

feature to serving dishes, containers, vases, frames, display

ornaments and jewelry.

• It was introduced to India by the Mughals.



Meenakari
• Raja Man Singh of Mewar is regarded as the patron of the

meenakari art in 16th century Jaipur.

• The Meenakari of Varanasi is part of its rich cultural heritage. It

was given a GI Tag in the year 2015.



Amrita Sher-Gil



Amrita Shergil

• Indian artist Amrita Sher-Gil's "In the Ladies' Enclosure"
became the second most expensive Indian work of art sold
globally.



Amrita Shergil

Important Points to Remember

• This Hungarian-Indian is considered a pioneer of Indian
modern art. She was born in 1930.

• In 1932, her oil painting titled Young Girls became one of
the major works to receive appreciation.

• Some of her later works include Tahitian (1937), Red Brick
House (1938), Hill Scene (1938), and The Bride (1940)
among others.

• See is known as India’s Frida Kahlo.



Amrita Shergil

Important Points to Remember

• The Government of India has declared her woks as
National Art Treasures, and most of them are housed in the
National Gallery of Modern Art in New Delhi.



Bihar’s Kesaria Buddha Stupa



Bihar’s Kesaria Buddha Stupa
Context

• Kesaria Buddha stupa in east Champaran district of Bihar is

waterlogged following floods in some parts of the district.

• ASI (Archaeological Survey of India) has declared it a

protected monument of national importance.



Bihar’s Kesaria Buddha Stupa
Important Points to Remember

• The first construction of the nationally protected stupa is dated to the

3rd century BCE.

• It is regarded as the largest Buddhist stupa in the world.

• The original Kesaria stupa is said to date back to the time of emperor

Ashoka (circa 250 BCE) as the remains of an Ashokan pillar was

discovered there.

• The current stupa dates to the Gupta Dynasty between 200 AD and 750

AD - Raja Chakravarti

• Faxian (Fahien) and Xuan Zang (Hsuan Tsang), had visited this place

in ancient times and have left interesting and informative accounts of

their travels.



Subramania Bharati



Subramania Bharati
Context

• Vice-President paid homage to Subramania Bharati on his 
death centenary (1921).

Important points to remember

• Born in 1882, he was a poet, freedom fighter and social
reformer from Tamil Nadu. He was known as Mahakavi
Bharathiya.

• His songs on nationalism and freedom of India helped to
rally masses against British.

• He wrote many Literary works.



Subramania Bharati
• He published the sensational “Sudesa Geethangal” in 1908.

• Bharathi had the weekly newspaper named ‘India’ printed
in red paper.

• He wrote political weekly – Gnanaratham.

• He was against caste system and condemned certain
Shastras that denigrated women.



Battle Of Saragarhi





Battle Of Saragarhi

Context

• Recently, Battle of Saragarhi has inspired a host of armies, 
books and films, both at home and abroad.

Important points to remember

• Battle of Saragarhi was fought on 12 September 1897.

• It is considered one of the finest last stands in the military
history of the world.

• Twenty-one soldiers from the British Army were pitted
against over 8,000 Afridi and Orakzai tribals.



Battle Of Saragarhi

• But, led by Havildar Ishar Singh, they managed to hold the
fort for seven hours.

• Saragarhi was the communication tower between Fort
Lockhart and Fort Gulistan.

• These two forts were in North West Frontier Province
(NWFP), now in Pakistan.

• Even today the Khyber Scouts regiment of the Pakistani
army mounts a guard and salutes the Saragarhi memorial
close to Fort Lockhart.



Mount Harriet Renamed After Manipur



Mount Harriet Renamed After Manipur

Context

• Centre has rechristened Mount Harriet, a historical tourist
spot in the Andaman and Nicobar islands, as 'Mount
Manipur'.

Important points to remember

• Mount Harriet is the third highest peak in the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands.

• After the Anglo-Manipur War of 1891, several Manipuris
who had fought against British in the war were exiled to
the British penal colony in the Andaman Islands.



Mount Harriet Renamed After Manipur

• Since the Cellular jail was yet to be built, Maharaja
Kulachandra Dhwaja Singh and other prisoners were kept
on Mount Harriet.

• Highest peak of ANI is Saddle Peak (737 m) in North
Andaman and second highest is Mount Thullier (568
metres) in Great Nicobar.



Abanindranath Tagore’s 150th Birth 

Anniversary



Abanindranath Tagore’s 150th Birth 

Anniversary

Context

• In 2021, falls his 150th birth anniversary.

Important points to remember

• Abanindranath Tagore, the nephew of Rabindranath
Tagore, was one of the most prominent artists of Bengal
School of Art in India.

• He first created the ‘Indian Society of Oriental Art’.

• He then establish Bengal school of art: main idea was to
counter English influence on Indian artists.



Abanindranath Tagore’s 150th Birth 

Anniversary

• His famous paintings are:

• Bharat Mata, The Passing of Shah Jahan (1900), My Mother
(1912–13), Fairyland illustration (1913), Journey’s End (circa
1913), Ganesh Jnani, Victory of Buddha.

• His books like ‘BudoAngla’, ‘KhirerPutul’ and ‘Rajkahini’ are
best examples of Bengali children’s literature.

• His finest achievement was the Arabian Nights series which was
painted in 1930.

• In these paintings he uses the Arabian Nights stories as a means of
looking at colonial Calcutta and picturing its emergent
cosmopolitanism.



Ram Prasad Bismil



Ram Prasad Bismil

Context

• Bismil was recently remembered on his birth anniversary.



Ram Prasad Bismil

• Joined the Arya Samaj founded by Dayananda Saraswati
in 1875. This had a profound influence on him, he often
employed poetry as his weapon of choice in the fight
against the imperialist forces.

• Was involved in the Mainpuri Conspiracy of 1918 in which
police found a few young people including Bismil selling
books that were not prescribed by the government.

• He escaped arrest by jumping into the Yamuna River.



Ram Prasad Bismil

• Formed organisation Matrivedi and got in touch
with Genda Lal Dixit, a school teacher.

• Both shared revolutionary ideas and wanted to organise
the youth of the country to fight the British government.

• Bismil was one of the chief founders of the Hindustan
Republican Association (HRA) along with Sachindra Nath
Sanyal and Jadugopal Mukherjee.

• HRA was founded in 1924 and its constitution was
drafted chiefly by Bismil.



Ram Prasad Bismil

• On August 9, 1925, Ram Prasad Bismil along with
companions Ashfaqulla Khan and others executed the plan
of looting the train at Kakori near Lucknow.

• In Lucknow Central Jail, Bismil wrote his autobiography,
considered as one of the finest works in Hindi literature and
also the cult song “Mera rang de Basanti chola”.

• He was hanged in the Gorakhpur jail on December 19,
1927 and cremated on banks of Rapti river. The site later
came to be known as Raj Ghat.



Padyatra To Commemorate Salt March



Padyatra To Commemorate Salt March

Context

• PM flagged off the foot march to re-enact the historic Mahatma Gandhi-
led Salt March, while launching the ‘Azadi Ka Amrut Mahotsav’.(Govt
Initiative to mark 75 Years of India’s Independence)

• It will mark the 91st anniversary of the historic march against the tax on
salt imposed by the British in India

Important points to remember

• On March 12, 1930, Mahatma Gandhi embarked on Salt March from
Sabarmati Ashram in Gujarat’s Ahmedabad to the village of Dandi in
the state’s coastal area.



Padyatra To Commemorate Salt March

• The Salt March began on March 12, 1930 and continued till
April 6, 1930.

• It was a 24-day Salt March, which was non-violent in
nature, is historically significant as it led to the mass Civil
Disobedience Movement.

• Upon reaching the seashore in Dandi, Gandhi broke the
law by producing illegal salt.



Jallianwala Bagh Renovation 



Jallianwala Bagh Renovation 

Context

• PM recently unveiled the plaque and dedicated the
renovated complex of Jallianwala Bagh Smarak at
Amritsar to the nation.

Important points to remember

• The memorial was set up by the Jallianwala Bagh National
Memorial Act, 1951 (amended in 2019).

• It is first national monument governed by an Act of
Parliament with PM as its chairperson.

• Jallianwala Bagh Massacre occurred on April 13, 1919.



Jallianwala Bagh Renovation 

• Story Behind it - 13 April 1919, People had gathered over
there in order to protest against the arrest of their leaders
Satya Pal and Saiffudin Kitchlew.

• They were arrested based on Rowlatt Act -

• Based on the recommendation of Sedition Committee
headed by Sydney Rowlatt.

• Enormous powers to supress political activities and
allowed detention of political prisoners without trial
for two years.



Jallianwala Bagh Renovation 

British Response

• Committee for Inquiry - Disorders Inquiry Committee.
Commonly known as Hunters’ Commission was formed in
order to look into this massacre.

• In the final report submitted in March 1920, the committee
unanimously condemned Dyer’s actions.

• However, the Hunter Committee did not impose any
penal or disciplinary action against General Dyer.



Jallianwala Bagh Renovation 

Nationalist Response

• Rabindranath Tagore renounced his knighthood in protest.

• Mahatma Gandhi gave up the title of Kaiser-i-Hind,
bestowed by the British for his work during the Boer War.

• The sole Indian representative at that time in the Viceroy’s
Executive Council - Chettur Sankaran Nair - resigned from
his post in protest. (Lord Chelmsford).



Jallianwala Bagh Renovation 

Nationalist Response

• The Indian National Congress appointed its own non-
official committee that included Motilal Nehru, C.R. Das,
Abbas Tyabji, M.R. Jayakar, and Gandhi to look into the
shootings.

• In 1922, The infamous Rowlatt Act was repealed by the
British.



Jallianwala Bagh Renovation 

Revenge Taken Finally

• Later in 1940, at Caxton Hall in London, Udham Singh killed
Michael O'Dwyer, the Lieutenant Governor of Punjab during
the massacre, who had approved of Dyer’s actions.



Moplah Rebellion



Moplah Rebellion

Context

• The year 2021 marks the centenary of the Malabar or
Moplah revolt.

Important points to remember

• It was an armed uprising of Muslim tenants against British
rulers and local Hindu landlords in 1921.

• It occurred within the broader spectrum of the
Khilafat/Non-cooperation movement (1920-1922).



Moplah Rebellion

• Resistance started against the British colonial rule and the
feudal system. But later it ended in communal violence
between Hindus and Muslims.

• Most of tenants’ grievances were related to the security of
tenure, high rents, renewal fees etc.

• British suppressed the revolt with severe force.

• Wagon Tragedy: It happened during this revolt. This
tragedy had led to at least 60 prisoners suffocating to death
in a windowless freight wagon. These men were among 90
rebels, all Muslims, who had been sent by British officials to
a prison in Pothanur near Coimbatore. They died in transit.



Moplah Rebellion

• Some important personalities of revolt: Variankunnath
Kunhamad Haji and Ali Musliyar, the chief architects of
the Moplah Massacre, were deemed to be martyrs.

• However, recently there has been a controversy regarding the
nature of people involved in revolt.

• Left historians see it as a continuation of the struggles the
Mappilah peasantry had waged since the mid- 1850s against
the predominantly Hindu landlords of British Malabar and
the colonial administration.



Moplah Rebellion

• Union Ministry of Culture in collaboration with the Indian
Council of Historical Research has published ‘Dictionary of
Martyrs’.

• A report ICHR-constituted committee has sought the
removal of names of 387 ‘Moplah rioters’ (Including leaders
Ali Musliyar and Variamkunnath Ahmad Haji) from the list
of martyrs.



THANK YOU.


