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Initiatives of UNESCO



UNESCO World Heritage Tag
Context

• Recently, Kakatiya Rudreswara Temple (also known as the
Ramappa Temple) and Dholavira have been inscribed on
UNESCO's World Heritage list.

• With this - At present, India has a total of 40 sites in this list
(32 - 7 - 1).

• Italy has the most number of sites (58), followed by China
(56) and then Germany (51).



UNESCO World Heritage Tag
What does a Heritage Tag mean ?

• A World Heritage Site is a location with an “outstanding
universal value”. This signifies “cultural and/or natural
significance which is exceptional as to transcend national
boundaries and to be of common importance for present and
future generations of all humanity”.

• These sites are awarded by UNESCO as embodied in an
international treaty called the ‘Convention concerning the
Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage’
adopted in 1972.



UNESCO World Heritage Tag
Process of Nomination

• Tentative List: It is the first step a country must take by
making an ‘inventory' of its important natural and cultural
heritage sites located within its boundaries.

• The Nomination File: After UNESCO includes a property in
the Tentative List, that country has to prepare a nomination
document with necessary documentation and maps. This is
sent for evaluation to the advisory bodies.

• Final Inscription: Once a site has been nominated and
evaluated, it is up to the World Heritage Committee to make
the final decision on its inscription on the World Heritage Lists.



UNESCO Tentative list - 6 New Entries
Related News

• Six sites submitted by the Archaeological Survey of India
had been accepted by UNESCO for inclusion in the
tentative list in 2021, which is a requirement before the final
nomination of any site.



UNESCO Tentative list - 6 New Entries



Iconic Riverfront of Historic City Varanasi



Iconic Riverfront of Historic City Varanasi
About

• 6.5 km long riverfront of River Ganga presents a view of
the magnificent architectural row of lofty buildings, holy
sites and ghats.

• 84 stepped Ghats out of which Five ghats called
Panchatirthis are mentioned in the ancient text Matsya
Purana.



Temples of Kanchipuram (TN)



Temples of Kanchipuram (TN)
About

• These are situated on bank of river Begavathi.

• The historic temple town of Kanchipuram once had 1,000
temples, of which only 126 (108 Shaiva and 18 Vaishnava)
now remain.

• Kanchipuram was capital of the Pallava dynasty from 6th
to 9th century CE, under whom the Dravidian style of
temple architecture began and flourished.

• Total 11 temples have been identified for nomination.



Megalithic site of Hire Bengal (Karnataka)



Megalithic site of Hire Bengal (Karnataka)
About

• It consists of 1000 megalithic burial structures situated on a
granite peak for more than 2500 years.

• Another unique feature over here is prehistoric rock
paintings.

• The site provides an exceptional insight into the funerary
and ritual practices of the Iron Age – Megalithic Culture
of Indian Protohistory.



Bhedaghat - Lametghat in Narmada Valley



Bhedaghat - Lametghat in Narmada Valley
About

• Bhedaghat referred to as Grand Canyon of India, is the
only place in river Narmada’s course where it falls into a
30-meter deep gorge forming the Dhuandhar fall and flows
through the narrow gorges.

• It is also the only example of regional metamorphism in
limestone.

• Also Dinasour fossils have been found at this site making
it even more special



Satpura Tiger Reserve



Satpura Tiger Reserve
About

• Located in Hoshangabad, Satpura Tiger Reserve (STR) is a
prime example of a central Indian highlands ecosystem.

• Satpura, basically meaning "Seven Folds", forms a
watershed between Narmada and Tapti River is triangular
in shape.

• It supports 17% of India’s tiger population and 12% of its
tiger habitat.



Maratha Military Architecture



Maratha Military Architecture
About

• This consists of 14 forts from the era of 17th century Maratha
king Chhatrapati Shivaji.

• Important ones -

• Shivneri Fort: It is the birthplace of Chhatrapati Shivaji in
1630.

• Alibag/ Kulaba Fort: It was chosen as one of the forts to be
modelled as a naval base by Chhatrapati Shivaji

• Rajgad Fort: It is one of the forts kept out from the Mughals
when Shivaji signed the Treaty of Purandar (1655) and also
the longest occupied by him (26 years).



Liverpool out of World Heritage List



Liverpool out of World Heritage List
About

• Decision was taken citing concerns about overdevelopment
including plans for a new football stadium.

• Liverpool was added to World Heritage List in 2004 in
recognition of its role as one of the world’s major trading
centres in the 18th and 19th centuries – and its pioneering
dock technology, transport systems and port management.

• It is only the third location to lose its World Heritage
status. Arabian Oryx Sanctuary in Oman (2007) and Elbe
Valley in Dresden, Germany (2009) are the other two sites.



Rudreswara Ramappa Temple



Rudreswara Ramappa Temple
About

• It is a 13th AD masterpiece (1213) of Kakatiya style of
Temple Architecture.

• Location - Palampet, Mulugu district, near Warangal in
Telangana.

• Characteristics - Floating bricks, Sand-box foundations,
material selection knowledge and ingenuity in stone
sculpting as technological ensemble



Rudreswara Ramappa Temple
History

• Its construction started in 1213 AD during the reign of
Recharla Rudra, a general of Kakatiya king Ganapati
Deva. It has been built over 40 years by sculptor Ramappa.

• It is a sandstone temple dedicated to Ramalingeswara
Swamy (Shiva)



Rudreswara Ramappa Temple
Architecture

• The temple building stands on a 6 feet high star-shaped platform
with intricate carvings on beams and pillars of carved granite and
dolerite.

• It includes pyramidal Vimana (horizontally stepped tower)
made of lightweight porous bricks, so- called ‘floating bricks’,
which reduced the weight of the roof structures. (Bricks were
made of clay mixed with acacia wood, chaff, and myrobalan (a
tree), making it sponge-like and allowing it to float on water)

• Famous Italian merchant and explorer Marco Polo had remarked
that temple was “Brightest star in the galaxy of medieval
temples of the Deccan”.



About Kakatiya Dynasty
• Timeline - 1123 - 1323 CE

• Political Successors of Kalayana Chalukyas. (The
Kakatiyas, along with the Hoysalas and Yadavas had
announced themselves as rulers independent of the
Chalukyas. (Prolla II)

• Capital - Orugallu (Warangal) and Ruled in parts of
modern day Telangana and Andhra Pradesh, and parts of
easter Karnataka and southern Odisha.

• Motupalli was the chief port of the Kakatiyas and this port
was visited by the Venitian traveller, Marco Polo.



Dholavira



Dholavira
About

• Time Period - 3000 - 1500 BCE.

• Location - Arid island of Khadir (located within Rann of
Kachchh) in Gujarat.

• Discovery - in 1968 by archaeologist Jagat Pati Joshi.



Dholavira
Special Features -

• All Level Representation - An entire sequence spanning the
history of Harappan cities, from early Harappan town / pre-
urban phase to the height of the Harappan expansion and
the late Harappan is observed.

• Town Planning -

• Comprises of two parts: a walled city and a cemetery to
the west of the city.

• A series of reservoirs are found to the east and south of
the Citadel.



Dholavira
Special Features -

• Water Management/Conservation System -

• The city had an impressive and unique water harvesting and
management system. Two seasonal streams provided water, a
scarce resource in the region, to the walled city. Water diverted
from seasonal streams, scanty precipitation and available ground
was sourced, stored, in large stone-cut reservoirs which are
extant along the eastern and southern fortification.

• Economy -

• Bead processing workshops and artifacts of various kinds such
as copper, shell, stone, jewellery of semi-precious stones,
terracotta, gold, ivory and other materials have been found.



Two logos of Darjeeling Toy Train Registered as IP 



Nizammudin Basti



Nizammudin Basti
Context -

• The conservation initiative at Delhi’s Nizamuddin Basti
bagged the UNESCO’s Award under 2 categories ‘Award of
Excellence 2021’ and ‘Special Recognition for Sustainable
Development Award’.



Durga Puja



Durga Puja
Context -

• UNESCO’s Intergovernmental Committee for the
Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, recently,
put “Durga Puja in Kolkata” on the Representative List of
the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.



Durga Puja
About -

• It is celebrated in the month of Ashvin (September –
October). It marks the ten-day worship of the Hindu
mother-goddess Durga.

• In literature from around the 16th century we find the first
mentions of the grand celebration of Durga puja by
zamindars (landlords) in West Bengal.



Other entries in the list



Srinagar joins UNESCO Creative Cities 
Network



Srinagar joins UNESCO Creative Cities 
Network

About -

• Recently, Srinagar joins UNESCO Creative Cities Network
(UCCN) under the Crafts and Folk Arts Category.

• UNCC -

• UCCN was created in 2004 to promote cooperation with
and among cities that have identified creativity as a
strategic factor for sustainable urban development.

• These cities work together towards a common objective:
placing creativity and cultural industries at the heart of
their development plans at the local level and cooperating
actively at the international level.



Srinagar joins UNESCO Creative Cities 
Network

About -

• Indian Cities entries in this list -

• Jaipur (Crafts and Folk Arts)

• Varanasi and Chennai (Music)

• Mumbai (Film).

• Hyderabad (Gastronomy).



Mangar Bani Cave Painting



Mangar Bani Cave Painting
Context -

• Archaeologists discovered cave paintings, believed to be of
upper Palaeolithic age amongst the quartzite rocks of the
Aravalli Mountain ranges and forested holy grove called
Mangar Bani in Haryana.



Mangar Bani Cave Painting
About -

• The cave paintings comprise images of human figurines, animals,
foliage, and geometric figures.

• The paintings are reminiscent of Bhimbetka (Madhya Pradesh),
which has one of the oldest known cave arts in India (Mesolithic
Age, around 10,000 years ago).

• The colour of most paintings is ochre, but some are white. Ochre is
an earthy pigment containing ferric oxide, typically with clay,
varying from light yellow to brown or red.

• Archaeologists view the painting in continuation of the Soanian
culture. Soanian is an archaeological culture of the Lower Paleolithic
in the Siwalik region of the Indian subcontinent.



Kalamkari Painting



Kalamkari Painting
Context -

• Karuppur kalamkari paintings from Tamil Nadu recently
received the geographical indication (GI) tag.



Kalamkari Painting
About -

• Tamil Nadu, kalamkari paintings are done on pure cotton cloth,
predominantly used in temples for umbrella covers, cylindrical hangings,
chariot covers and asmanagiri (false ceiling cloth pieces).

• It is a type of hand-painted or block printed cotton textile produced in
parts of India (mainly South India) for hanging on walls. Kalamkari
literally means, Kalam - pen & kari - work, i.e., art work done using a
pen.

• It is done on cotton or silk fabric with a tamarind pen using natural
dyes.

• This art was patronised by the Mughals particularly in Golconda.

• Mostly natural dyes are used in Kalamkari, which involves twenty-three
steps.



Kalamkari Painting
Distinctive Styles -

• Srikalahasti Style

• It flourished around temples with Hindu patronage, thus
has an almost religious identity.

• Here the kalam or pen is used for freehand drawing of the
subject, and filling in the colours is entirely done by hand.

• The themes and deities are drawn from great epics like
Ramayana, Mahabharata, Puranas and other
mythological classics. These are depicted on scrolls, temple
hangings and chariot banners.



Kalamkari Painting
Distinctive Styles -

• Machilipatnam style -

• Pedana Kalamkari also known as Machilipatnam style
involves vegetable dyed block-painting of a fabric.

• It is influenced by Persian art.

• The motifs used are trees, flowers and leaf designs are
printed using blocks.



Putul Nautch



Putul Nautch
Context -

• Recently, in collaboration with UNICEF an Assam based
Trust has produced three short videos using Putul Nautch
for creating mass awareness on COVID appropriate
behaviour.



Putul Nautch
About -

• It is the rod puppetry form of Assam, West Bengal and
also extends to parts North-East India.

• These puppets are carved from wood. Dolls are 1.5 meter
tall and are made of hollow wood or bamboo.

• The heads are made of terracotta.

• These puppets have mostly three joints. The heads,
supported by the main rod, are joined at the neck and
both hands attached to rods are joined at the shoulders.



Puppetry in India - 4 Styles



String Puppetry
1.Kathputli (Rajasthan),
2.Gombeyatta (Karnataka),
3.Bommalattam (TN - Mix of Rod 

and String pottery),
4.Kundhei (Odisha)



Shadow Puppetry 1.Ravanchayya (Odisha),
2.TholuGombeyatta (Karnataka),
3.TholuBommalata (AP)



Glove Puppetry 1.Pavakoothu (Kerala)



Rod Puppetry 1.Putul Nach of Assam
2.Yampuri of Bihar



ThankYou
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