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Day 31 - Economy 

1. Consider the following statements with reference to Ubharte Sitaare Alternative 
Investment Fund?  

1. The fund has been jointly set up by SIDBI and EXIM bank.  

2. ‘Ubharte Sitaare’ Alternative Investment Fund has been launched to help start-ups by 
providing upfront capital subsidy.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Which one of the following statements is correct? 

A. Bottleneck Inflation takes place when the supply falls drastically and the demand 
remains at the same level. 

B. The shortfall in total spending of the government over the national income creates 
inflationary gaps in the economy. 

C. Inflation Spiral is a situation often deliberately brought by the government to reduce 
unemployment and increase demand by going for higher levels of economic growth. 

D. Both A and C 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Consider the following statements with respect to Financial Inclusion Index. 

1. The Financial Inclusion Index doesn’t have a base year. 

2. Access, Usage and Quality are three broad parameters that are used in index with each 
carrying equal weightage. 

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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4. Consider the following pairs: 

Committee :: Aim/purpose  

1. Tarapore :: Capital Account Convertibility 

2. Usha Thorat :: NBFC governance framework review  

3. Nachiket Mor :: Comprehensive Financial Services for Small Businesses  

Which of the above pairs is/are correct? 

A. 1 only  

B. 2 and 3 only  

C. 2 only  

D. 1, 2 and 3 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Which one of the following statements is incorrect with respect to Remission of Duties 
and Taxes on Exported Products scheme? 

A. This scheme was formed to replace the Merchandise Exports from India Scheme. 

B. Mandi tax, VAT, Coal cess, Central Excise duty on fuel are refunded under this 
particular scheme. 

C. Textiles sector is also included in this scheme. 

D. None of the above 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

1. Consider the following statements with reference to Ubharte Sitaare Alternative 
Investment Fund?  

1. The fund has been jointly set up by SIDBI and EXIM bank.  

2. ‘Ubharte Sitaare’ Alternative Investment Fund has been launched to help start-ups by 
providing upfront capital subsidy.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: - A 

• The Ministry of Finance has launched ‘Ubharte Sitaare’ Alternative Investment Fund to facilitate debt 

and equity funding to export-oriented MSMEs (Micro Small and medium Enterprises). 

• The fund has been set up jointly by Exim Bank and SIDBI (Small Industries Development Bank of 
India) which will invest in the fund by way of equity and equity-like products in export oriented 
units, in both manufacturing and services sectors.  

• The Ubharte Sitaare Fund is primarily focused on improving the competitiveness of small export-
based companies. 

• The fund is expected to identify Indian enterprises with potential advantages, but which are currently 
underperforming or unable to tap their latent potential to grow.  

• Under the scheme, an identified company is supported even if it is currently underperforming or 
may be unable to tap its latent potential to grow.  

• The scheme diagnoses such challenges and provides support through a mix of structured support 
covering equity, debt and technical assistance.  

• The Exim Bank and SIDBI identify the potential companies based on three major factors, including 
the company’s unique proposition, financial stability, and complete business model.  

• After undergoing several refining processes, the eligible companies get shortlisted to avail of Ubharte 
Sitaare Fund and benefits. 
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2. Which one of the following statements is correct? 

A. Bottleneck Inflation takes place when the supply falls drastically and the demand 
remains at the same level. 

B. The shortfall in total spending of the government over the national income creates 
inflationary gaps in the economy. 

C. Inflation Spiral is a situation often deliberately brought by the government to reduce 
unemployment and increase demand by going for higher levels of economic growth. 

D. Both A and C 

Answer: - A 

• Bottleneck Inflation: This inflation takes place when the supply falls drastically and the demand 
remains at the same level.  

• Such situations arise due to supply-side hurdles, hazards or mismanagement which is also 
known as ‘structural inflation’.  

• The shortfall in total spending of the government (i.e., fiscal surplus) over the national income 
creates deflationary gaps in the economy.  

• This is a situation of producing more than the demand and the economy usually heads for a 

general slowdown in the level of demand. This is also known as the output gap. 

• Inflationary spiral is a continuous rise in prices that is sustained by the tendency of wage increases 

and cost increases to react on each other. 

• An inflationary spiral begins when there is an upward movement in price, thereby leading to people 
demanding a rise in wages. As prices of goods begin to increase, employees mount pressure on 
employers for increased wages but as soon as wages increase, the costs of goods become higher. 

• Reflation is a fiscal or monetary policy designed to expand output, stimulate spending, and curb the 
effects of deflation, which usually occurs after a period of economic uncertainty or a recession. 

• Policies include tax cuts, infrastructure spending, increasing the money supply, and lowering 
interest rates. 
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3. Consider the following statements with respect to Financial Inclusion Index. 

1. The Financial Inclusion Index doesn’t have a base year. 

2. Access, Usage and Quality are three broad parameters that are used in index with each 
carrying equal weightage. 

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: - B 

• On August 17, 2021, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) launched a Financial Inclusion Index (FI-Index) 
to track the process of ensuring access to financial services, timely and adequate credit for 
vulnerable groups such as weaker sections and low-income groups at an affordable cost. 

• The Fi-Index is a comprehensive index, incorporating details of banking, investment, insurance, 

postal, as well as the pension sector in consultation with government and respective sector 
regulators. 

• The index captures information on various aspects of financial inclusion in a single value ranging 

between 0 and 100, where 0 represents complete financial exclusion and 100 indicates full financial 
inclusion. 

• According to the central bank, the annual FI-Index for the period ending March 2021 is 53.9 as against 

43.4 for the period ending March 2017. 

• There are three broad parameters with certain assigned weights – access (35 percent), usage (45 

percent) and quality (20 percent). Each parameter consists of various dimensions computed based on 
97 indicators. 

• It has been constructed without any ‘base year’ and as such it reflects cumulative efforts of all 
stakeholders over the years towards financial inclusion. 
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4. Consider the following pairs: 

Committee :: Aim/purpose  

1. Tarapore :: Capital Account Convertibility 

2. Usha Thorat :: NBFC governance framework review  

3. Nachiket Mor :: Comprehensive Financial Services for Small Businesses  

Which of the above pairs is/are correct? 

A. 1 only  

B. 2 and 3 only  

C. 2 only  

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: - D 

• Tarapore Committee was constituted by the Reserve Bank of India for suggesting a roadmap on full 

convertibility of Rupee on Capital Account.  

• In May 1997, the committee submitted its report. 

• Usha Thorat committee is associated with providing the guidelines for Non-Banking Finance 
Companies.  

• It has recommended a higher capital norm of 12% for NBFCs, asset classification and provisioning 

on the lines of banks.  

• More capital to be set aside by non-banking firms which are not sponsored by banks for capital 
market related and real estate lending and a minimum asset size of over 50 crore for registering a new 
NBFC. 

• Although Usha Thorat has also chaired a committee on Offshore Rupee Market.  

• Nachiket Mor Committee’s objective was to study various aspects of Financial Inclusion on India.  

• The panel recommended the formation of a new category of banks called payment bank, to reach 
people and small businesses which don’t have access to banking services.  
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5: Which one of the following statements is incorrect with respect to Remission of Duties 
and Taxes on Exported Products scheme? 

A. This scheme was formed to replace the Merchandise Exports from India Scheme. 

B. Mandi tax, VAT, Coal cess, Central Excise duty on fuel are refunded under this particular 
scheme. 

C. Textiles sector is also included in this scheme. 

D. None of the above 

Answer: - D 

• Scheme for Remission of Duties and Taxes on Exported Products (RODTEP) was launched in 2020 
and was applicable from 1st January 2021 through the Ministry Of Commerce And Industry Govt. 
of India.  

• This scheme is applicable to the export of products but not services.  

• This scheme was enforced to repeal and reduce taxes for exported products and thereby encouraging 
the conditions of exported and increasing the amount of export in the country.  

• This scheme has replaced Merchandise export incentive schemes (MIES). 

• The RODTEP scheme was launched with the view  

• To encourage exports in the country by reducing duties  

• To provide easy refunds of various taxes to the exporters  

• To provide an automatic refund route for ITC for avoiding the cascading effect of taxes.  

• To help exporters in meeting international export standards 

• This scheme is applicable to all the sectors involved in the export of goods irrespective of their 

turnover.  

• Provided the country of manufacturing of the exported goods should be in India.  

• However, labour – intensive industries should be given more priority over other sectors.  

• Goods exported through e-commerce platforms are also eligible under this scheme. 
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Day 32 - Environment 

1 Consider the following statements regarding Ambergris - a solid waxy substance seen in 
news recently 

1. It is a waxy substance released by algal bloom 

2. It is used in the perfume market, especially to create fragrances like musk.  

3. The sale of ambergris is prohibited in India. 

Select the correct answer code:  

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. All of the above 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Consider the following statements: 

1. The Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981 includes noise in the definition 
of 'air pollutant’ 

2. As per  UN Environment Programmed (UNEP) ’s recent report Moradabad in Uttar 
Pradesh is the noisiest city in the world 

3. The Ministry of health has laid down the permissible noise levels in India for different 
areas. 

Select the correct answer code:  

A. 1 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. All of the above 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Which among the following most appropriately describe the Flexible fuel vehicles : 

A. Vehicle run with gasoline and LPG 

B. Vehicle run with gasoline and ethanol 

C. Vehicle run with gasoline and electric batteries 

D. Vehicle run with gasoline and CNG 

___________________________________________________________________________________  
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4. Consider the following statements regarding consequences of detergent footprint: 

1. It bio-accumulates and can pose serious environmental and health risks.  

2. Phosphate based detergents tends to inhibit the biodegradation of organic substances.  

3. High concentration of detergent kills fishes whereas fish eggs are unharmed due to their 
solid layer. 

Select the correct answer code:  

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 3 only 

D. All of the above 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Consider the following statements  

1. Unlike shallow-water coral reefs, which are limited to warm tropical waters, deep-sea 
corals are found throughout the world’s oceans 

2. The diversity of corals that build reefs in shallow waters is low as compare to deep-sea 
stony corals 

3. Like shallow coral deep sea coral also rely on photosynthetic algae 

Select the correct answer code:  

A. 1 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. All of the above 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

1.Consider the following statements regarding Ambergris - a solid waxy substance seen in 
news recently 

1. It is a waxy substance released by algal bloom 

2. It is used in the perfume market, especially to create fragrances like musk.  

3. The sale of ambergris is prohibited in India. 

Select the correct answer code:  

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. All of the above 

Answer-B 

Explanation 

Ambergris  

In the past few weeks there have been two cases where the Mumbai Police has arrested five persons trying to 
sell Ambergris or whale vomit 

Ambergris  

• Ambergris, French for grey amber, is generally referred to as whale vomit.  

• However, Christopher Kemp, the author of ‘Floating gold: A Natural and (unnatural) history of 
Ambergris’, says this is not right.  

• A sperm whale eats several thousand squid beaks a day.  

• He says occasionally, a beak makes it way to the whale’s stomach and into its looping convoluted 
intestines where it becomes ambergris through a complex process, and may ultimately be excreted by 
the whale 

• It is a solid waxy substance that floats around the surface of the water body and at times settles on the 
coast 

• German physician Franz Schwediawer in 1783 called it “preternaturally hardened whale dung”. 

Recent cases 

• Gujarat and Mumbai coast used for illegal trade 

• Since the sperm whale is a protected species, hunting of the whale is not allowed 

• Smugglers are known to have illegally targeted the fish in order to obtain the valuable Ambergris from 
its stomach. 
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Significance 

• This excretion is so valuable it is referred to as floating gold.  

• As per the latest estimates given by Mumbai Police, 1 kg of ambergris is worth Rs 1 crore in the 

international market.  

• The reason for its high cost is its use in the perfume market, especially to create fragrances like musk.  

• It is believed to be in high demand in countries like Dubai that have a large perfume market.  

• Ancient Egyptians used it as incense.  

• It is also believed to be used in some traditional medicines. 

• Ambergris is produced only by an estimated one per cent of sperm whales. 
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2. Consider the following statements: 

1. The Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981 includes noise in the definition 
of 'air pollutant’ 

2. As per  UN Environment Programmed (UNEP) ’s recent report Moradabad in Uttar 
Pradesh is the noisiest city in the world 

3. The Ministry of health has laid down the permissible noise levels in India for different 
areas. 

Select the correct answer code:  

A. 1 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. All of the above 

Answer-A 

Explanation 

Section 2 (a) of the Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981 includes noise in the definition of ‘air 
pollutant’. Section 2(a) air pollution means any solid, liquid or gaseous substance including noise present in 
the atmosphere such concentration as may be or tent to injurious to human beings or other living creatures or 
plants or property or environment. 

Permissible noise level in India 

• The CPCB has laid down the permissible noise levels in India for different areas. Noise pollution rules 
have defined the acceptable level of noise in different zones for both daytime and night time. 

• The UN Environment programmed (UNEP) has released a report titled ‘Frontiers 2022: Noise, Blazes 
and Mismatches’. The report measured noise levels in 61 cities of the world. 

• Noisiest City: Bangladesh’s capital Dhaka is the noisiest city in the world, with a noise level of 119 
decibels (dB). 

• India: Moradabad in Uttar Pradesh has emerged as the second noisiest city in the world. 
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3. Which among the following most appropriately describe the Flexible fuel vehicles : 

A. Vehicle run with gasoline and LPG 

B. Vehicle run with gasoline and ethanol 

C. Vehicle run with gasoline and electric batteries 

D. Vehicle run with gasoline and CNG 

Answer-B 

Explanation 

Union govt will issue new guidelines for use of flexible fuel vehicles (FFVs) using flex engines  

Flexible fuel vehicles 

• An FFV is a modified version of vehicles that could run both on gasoline and doped petrol with different 
levels of ethanol blends. 

• Currently -Brazil 

Flex Fuel 

• Flex fuel, or flexible fuel, is an alternative fuel made of a combination of gasoline and methanol or 
ethanol. 
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4. Consider the following statements regarding consequences of detergent footprint: 

1. It bio-accumulates and can pose serious environmental and health risks.  

2. Phosphate based detergents tends to inhibit the biodegradation of organic substances.  

3. High concentration of detergent kills fishes whereas fish eggs are unharmed due to their 
solid layer. 

Select the correct answer code:  

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 3 only 

D. All of the above 

Answer-A 

Explanation 

Detergent footprint 

Impact of detergent 

Nonylphenol, a hazardous chemical  

• It is present in detergents, is known to enter water bodies and the food chains.  

• It bio-accumulates and can pose serious environmental and health risks.  

• It has been detected in human breast milk, blood and urine, and is associated with reproductive and 
developmental effects in rodents 

Phosphate salts 

• Many laundry detergents contain approximately 35 to 75 per cent phosphate salts.  

• Phosphates can cause a variety of water pollution problems. For example, phosphate tends to inhibit 

the biodegradation of organic substances.  

• Non-biodegradable substances cannot be eliminated by public or private wastewater treatment 

• Some phosphate-based detergents can also cause eutrophication. 

• Phosphate-enrichment can cause the water body to become choked with algae and other plants.  

• Eutrophication deprives the water of available oxygen, causing the death of other organisms. 

• In Belgium, phosphates are restricted for use in household detergents since 2003.   

Other 

• Detergents are capable of destroying the external mucus layers that protect the fish from bacteria and 
parasites, causing severe damage to the gills.  

• Mostly fish die when detergent concentrations are near 15 parts per million (ppm); 
however, detergent concentrations as low as 5 ppm will kill fish eggs 

• Turbidity also clogs the respiratory system of some species of fishes. 
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• Detergents also contain oxygen-reducing substances (ie, a chemical compound that readily transfer 
oxygen atoms) that may cause severe damage to the fishes and other marine animals 

Standards 

• The Bureau of Indian Statistics (BIS) has set the standard of phenolic compounds in drinking water 
{0.001 milligram per litre (mg/L)} and surface water (5.0 mg/L).  

• The detergents contain suspected carcinogens, and ingredients that do not fully biodegrade 
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5. Consider the following statements  

1. Unlike shallow-water coral reefs, which are limited to warm tropical waters, deep-sea 
corals are found throughout the world’s oceans 

2. The diversity of corals that build reefs in shallow waters is low as compare to deep-sea 
stony corals 

3. Like shallow coral deep sea coral also rely on photosynthetic algae 

Select the correct answer code:  

A. 1 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. All of the above 

Answer-A 

Explanation 

Deep sea coral Vs Shallow corals (Source: NOAA) 

• Deep-sea corals are defined as corals that live at depths greater than 50 meters, but most species live in 
depths several hundred meters deep, in cold, dark, rocky habitats, often far from shore.  

• Unlike shallow-water coral reefs, which are limited to warm tropical waters, deep-sea corals are found 
throughout the world’s oceans, from tropical to polar regions. 

• While the diversity of corals that build reefs in shallow waters is very high, and includes hundreds of 
species, there are only six species of deep-sea stony corals that create reefs. The most common of these 
is Lophelia pertusa, which forms massive reefs throughout the Atlantic Ocean, including the Gulf of 
Mexico and the South Atlantic Bight 

• Shallow-water corals rely on photosynthetic algae that live within the corals and provide their hosts 
with nutrition. However, algae cannot survive where there is no light, so deep-sea corals need to rely 
on alternate sources of food to obtain their nutrition, either by feeding on organic material falling from 
the surface or by feeding on small plankton.  

• Because deep-sea corals lack algae, they are bright white in coloration, rather than the brown and green 
colours than we see in shallow reefs.  
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Day 33 – International Relations 

1. Which of the Following statements are Correct in context to the Colombo Security 
Conclave (CSC): 

1. This was established in November 2020 Under the Male Declaration. 

2. Seychelles is a Member to CSC. 

3. Mauritius was added as a Member in the recently 5th NSA level summit in Maldives in 
March 2022 

4. The Grouping’s main aim is towards combating maritime related crimes in the Indo 
pacific Region. 

Select the correct answer code:  

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 1,2 and 4 only 

C. 3 only 

D. 3 and 4 only  

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Which of the following statements are correct in Context to The Greater Male Connectivity 
Project : 

1. India and Maldives have signed for Greater Malé Connectivity Project (GMCP). 

2. The project, funded by an Indian grant of $500 Million is also the biggest new 
development project by India in its neighborhood in recent years 

3. This project involves funding the bridge connecting Male to the Maldives airport in 
Hulhule island, and to the Hulumalhe island. 

4. This is the biggest infrastructure project in the Maldives overall.  

Select the correct answer code:  

A. 2 and 3only 

B. 2 and 4 only 

C. 1 and 4 only 

D. 1,2 and 3 only 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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3.Which if Following Statements Regarding Organization of Islamic Cooperation are 
Correct:  

1. It is the 2nd largest Intergovernmental body after the United Nations. 

2. This was established by the First Islamic Conference held in Islamabad in 1979. 

3. It Consists of 57 Members which are with Islamic Countries or Muslim majority. 

4. Thailand is an Observer member to the OIC. 

Select the correct answer code:  

A. 1, 3, and 4 only 

B. 2 only 

C. 1 and 4 only 

D. 2 and 3 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

4.In Context to the National Centre for Polar & Ocean Research, Identify the Incorrect 
Statement: 

A. National Centre for Polar and Ocean Research (NCPOR) is India’s premier R&D 
institution responsible for the country’s research activities in the polar and Southern 
Ocean realms. 

B. It was founded in 1998 as a self-contained research and 

C. development organisation.  

D. It also looks after India's permanent outposts in Antarctica, Maitri and Bharati as well as 
Himadri, India's Arctic research base. 

E. Sagar Nidhi was the 3rd Indian Vessel commissioned by the NCPOR in 1992 to explore 
the Arctic Sea. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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5. Which of the Following Statements regarding BIMSTEC are INCORRECT:   

1. BIMSTEC includes countries of the Bay of Bengal region, and seeks to act as a bridge 
between South and Southeast Asia. 

2. It was Originally formed as BIST-EC (Bangladesh, India, Sri Lanka and Thailand 
Economic Cooperation) in 1997. 

3. It became BIMST-EC after Maldives joined in 2004 with the inclusion of Nepal. 

4. In  March 2022, the 4th BIMSTEC summit took place in Dhaka. 

Select the correct answer code:  

A. 1 and 4 only 

B. 3 and 4 only 

C. 2 and 3 only 

D. 1 and 2 only 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

1. Which of the Following statements are Correct in context to the Colombo Security 
Conclave (CSC): 

1. This was established in November 2020 Under the Male Declaration. 

2. Seychelles is a Member to CSC. 

3. Mauritius was added as a Member in the recently 5th NSA level summit in Maldives in 
March 2022 

4. The Grouping’s main aim is towards combating maritime related crimes in the Indo 
pacific Region. 

Select the correct answer code:  

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 1,2 and 4 only 

C. 3 only 

D. 3 and 4 only  

Answer-C 

Explanation 

About Colombo Security Conclave 

• Established in 2011 as a trilateral grouping consisting of India, Sri Lanka and Maldives for collaborating 
on collective maritime security issues. 

• The CSC is moving towards expansion and greater institutionalization. 

• This has been evident from the most recent iteration of the grouping where Mauritius was welcomed 
as the fourth member. 

• CSC is further projected to expand with the inclusion of Seychelles and Bangladesh in its future 
iterations. 

• The trilateral meeting was restarted in 2020 after a hiatus from 2014 to 2019. 

• The decision to launch the Colombo Security Conclave was made during this gathering in 2020. (CSC). 

5 Pillars of CSC 

• Maritime security 

• Counter-terrorism 

• Combating transnational Crime  

• Cyber security 

• Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) 
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2. Which of the following statements are correct in Context to The Greater Male Connectivity 
Project : 

1. India and Maldives have signed for Greater Male Connectivity Project (GMCP). 

2. The project, funded by an Indian grant of $500 Million is also the biggest new 
development project by India in its neighborhood in recent years 

3. This project involves funding the bridge connecting Male to the Maldives airport in 
Hulhule island, and to the Hulumalhe island. 

4. This is the biggest infrastructure project in the Maldives overall.  

Select the correct answer code:  

A. 2 and 3only 

B. 2 and 4 only 

C. 1 and 4 only 

D. 1,2 and 3 only 

Answer-C 

Explanation 

GMCP 

Why in news? 

• India and Maldives have signed $500-million for Greater Male Connectivity Project (GMCP). 

About the project 

• It is India's greatest infrastructure project in the Maldives to date. It is also the Maldives' largest 
infrastructure project overall. 

• India provided funding for this project in the form of a $100 million grant and a $400 million line of 
credit. 

• It entails the construction of a 6.74-kilometer bridge and causeway linking Male with the neighbouring 
islands of Villingli, Gulhifalhu, and Thilafushi. 

What is a line of credit? 

• The Line of Credit is not a grant, but rather a "soft loan" to developing countries with low interest rates. 

• The borrowing government is responsible for repaying the loan. 
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• The project, funded by an Indian grant of $100 m and a Line of Credit of $400 m is also the biggest new 
development project by India in its neighbourhood in recent years. 

• The project, the largest in the Indian Ocean atoll nation, will begin with the signing of the contract 
between the Maldives government and Indian infrastructure company AFCONS in Male. 

• Before this, the largest connectivity project in the Maldives was the 1.4 km Chinese-funded bridge 
connecting Male to the Maldives airport in Hulhule island, and to the Hulumalhe island. 

• Discussions on the GMCP were initiated during the visit of External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar to 
Male in September 2019. 
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3.Which if Following Statements Regarding Organization of Islamic Cooperation are 
Correct:  

1. It is the 2nd largest Intergovernmental body after the United Nations. 

2. This was established by the First Islamic Conference held in Islamabad in 1979. 

3. It Consists of 57 Members which are with Islamic Countries or Muslim majority. 

4. Thailand is an Observer member to the OIC. 

Select the correct answer code:  

A. 1, 3, and 4 only 

B. 2 only 

C. 1 and 4 only 

D. 2 and 3 

Answer-A 

Explanation 

• The Organization of the Islamic Cooperation is the world’s second largest multilateral body after the 
UN.  

• It counts 57 members, all of which are Islamic countries or Muslim majority members.  

• The OIC’s stated objective is “to safeguard and protect the interests of the Muslim world in the spirit of 
promoting international peace and harmony among various people of the world. 

• The Organization of the Islamic Conference was established by the First Islamic Summit Conference 
held in Morocco in September 1969. 

Observers 

• HE- Herzegovina 

• R- Russia 

• B- Bosnia 

• CAR- Central African Republic 

• T- Thailand 

• T- Turkish State of Cypriot 
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4.In Context to the National Centre for Polar & Ocean Research, Identify the Incorrect 
Statement: 

A. National Centre for Polar and Ocean Research (NCPOR) is India’s premier R&D 
institution responsible for the country’s research activities in the polar and Southern 
Ocean realms. 

B. It was founded in 1998 as a self-contained research and 

C. development organisation.  

D. It also looks after India's permanent outposts in Antarctica, Maitri and Bharati as well as 
Himadri, India's Arctic research base. 

E. Sagar Nidhi was the 3rd Indian Vessel commissioned by the NCPOR in 1992 to explore 
the Arctic Sea. 

Answer-E 

Explanation 

NCPOR 

• It is a significant research and development facility under the Ministry of Earth Sciences. 

• It was founded in 1998 as a self-contained research and development organisation.  

• It is situated in the state of Goa. 

• It serves as the focal point for planning, promotion, coordination, and execution of all polar and 
southern ocean scientific research in the country, as well as related logistics. 

• It also looks after India's permanent outposts in Antarctica, Maitri and Bharati, as well as Himadri, 
India's Arctic research base. 

Dakshin Gangotri: As part of the Indian Antarctic Program, it was the first Indian scientific research base 
station created in Antarctica.  

• It has diminished to the point where it is now merely a supply base.  

• It is 2500 kilometres south of the South Pole. 

Maitri:  

• It is India's second permanent Antarctic research outpost.  

• It was constructed and completed in 1989.  

• Maitri is located in the Schirmacher Oasis, a rocky mountainous region.  

• Around Maitri, India constructed Lake Priyadarshini, a freshwater lake. 

Bharti is India's most recent research station, which has been operational since 2012.  

• It was built to keep researchers safe while working in inclement weather.  

• It's India's first dedicated research facility, and it's around 3000 kilometers east of Maitri. 
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The Sagar Nidhi was commissioned by India for research in 2008.  

• It is the first Indian vessel to explore Antarctic seas and is an ice-class vessel capable of cutting through 
thin ice up to 40 cm thick. 
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5. Which of the Following Statements regarding BIMSTEC are INCORRECT:   

1. BIMSTEC includes countries of the Bay of Bengal region, and seeks to act as a bridge 
between South and Southeast Asia. 

2. It was Originally formed as BIST-EC (Bangladesh, India, Sri Lanka and Thailand 
Economic Cooperation) in 1997. 

3. It became BIMST-EC after Maldives joined in 2004 with the inclusion of Nepal. 

4. In  March 2022, the 4th BIMSTEC summit took place in Dhaka. 

Select the correct answer code:  

A. 1 and 4 only 

B. 3 and 4 only 

C. 2 and 3 only 

D. 1 and 2 only 

Answer-B 

Explanation 

• Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) is a 
multilateral regional organisation. 

• It was established with the aim of accelerating shared growth and cooperation between littoral and 
adjacent countries in the Bay of Bengal region. 

• It has a total of seven member countries- five from South Asia, including Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, 
Nepal, and Sri Lanka, and two from Southeast Asia, including Myanmar and Thailand. 

• It was founded as BIST-EC, in June 1997, with the adoption of the Bangkok Declaration, with 
Bangladesh, India, Sri Lanka and Thailand as members. 

• It became BIMST-EC (Bangladesh, India, Myanmar, Sri Lanka and Thailand Economic Cooperation) 
with the entry of Myanmar in late 1997. 

• And eventually, it was named in its current form, when Nepal and Bhutan became members in 2004.  
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Some Other Facts 

• The 5th summit of the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation 
(BIMSTEC) was hosted virtually by Sri Lanka on Wednesday (March 30).  

• Sri Lanka is the current chair of the regional grouping (Since 2018). 

• The permanent secretariat is in Dhaka, Bangladesh. 

• For India, BIMSTEC is a natural platform to fulfil our key foreign policy priorities of ‘Neighbourhood 
First’ and ‘Act East’. 

• After 25 years into existence The BIMSTEC Charter was signed and adopted during the 5th BIMSTEC 
Summit held in virtual format in Colombo, Sri Lanka, on 30 March 2022. 
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Day 34 – Geography 

1. Which of the following are true about Westerlies? 

1. They bring much precipitation in the western parts of the continents as they pick up 
moisture while passing over the vast stretches of the oceans. 

2. These become more vigorous in the northern hemisphere because of a lack of land and 
dominance of oceans. 

3. The westerlies are best developed between 40° and 65°S latitude 

Select the correct answer code: 

A. Only  1 and 2 

B. Only 2 and 3 

C. Only 1 and 3 

D. 1,2 and 3 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. The Brahmaputra, Irrawaddy and Mekong rivers originate in Tibet and flow through 
narrow and parallel mountain ranges in their upper reaches. Of these rivers, Brahmaputra 
makes a “U” turn in its course to flow into India. This “U” turn is due to: (UPSC 2011)  

A. Both (a) and (b) above 

B. Geo-tectonic disturbance in the tertiary folded mountain chains  

C. Syntaxial bending of geologically young Himalayas 

D. Uplift of folded Himalayan series  

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Identify the correct statements  

A. Under normal conditions, the temperature usually decreases with an increase in altitude 
in the troposphere at a rate of 1 degree for every 165 meters -Normal Lapse Rate. 

B. On some occasions, the situations get reversed and the temperature starts increasing 
with height rather than decreasing -Temperature Inversion. 

C. Although the environmental lapse rate varies from place to place and from time to time, 
particularly in the lowest few hundred meters of the troposphere, the average rate of 
temperature change is about 6.5°C per 1000 meters  - Average  Lapse Rate. 

D. All of the above 

___________________________________________________________________________________  
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4. Which of the following are matched incorrectly? 

1. Merapi Volcano :  Hawaii 

2. Mount Semeru: Indonesia 

3. Mount Aso : Japan 

4. Ha’apai volcano : Tonga 

Select the correct answer code: 

A. Only 1 

B. Only 2 

C. Only 3 

D. Only 4 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Choose the correct statements : 

1. Wular Lake is the largest freshwater lake in India. 

2. Vembanad Lake is the longest lake in India. 

3. Govind Vallabh Pant Sagar Lake is the largest artificial lake in India. 

4. Debar Lake is the second largest artificial Lake in India. 

Select the correct answer code 

A. 1,2 and 3 only 

B. 2,3 and 4 only 

C. 1,3 and 4 only 

D. 1,2,3 and 4 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

1. Which of the following are true about Westerlies ? 

1. They bring much precipitation in the western parts of the continents as they pick up 
moisture while passing over the vast stretches of the oceans. 

2. These become more vigorous in the northern hemisphere because of a lack of land and 
dominance of oceans. 

3. The westerlies are best developed between 40° and 65°S latitude 

Select the correct answer code: 

A. Only  1 and 2 

B. Only 2 and 3 

C. Only 1 and 3 

D. 1,2 and 3 

Answer-C 

Explanation 

 
  

http://t.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com/
https://youtu.be/WcfQCqmDruA


• The westerlies - winds blowing from the subtropical high-pressure belts towards the sub-polar low-
pressure belts in both hemispheres. 

• These bring much precipitation in the western parts of the continents because they pick up much 
moisture while passing over the vast stretches of the oceans. 

• The westerlies become more vigorous in the southern hemisphere because of a lack of land and 
dominance of oceans.  

• The westerlies are best developed between 40° and 65°S latitudes. These latitudes are often 
called Roaring Forties, Furious Fifties, and Shrieking Sixties. 
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2. The Brahmaputra, Irrawaddy and Mekong rivers originate in Tibet and flow through 
narrow and parallel mountain ranges in their upper reaches. Of these rivers, Brahmaputra 
makes a “U” turn in its course to flow into India. This “U” turn is due to: (UPSC 2011)  

A. Both (a) and (b) above 

B. Geo-tectonic disturbance in the tertiary folded mountain chains  

C. Syntaxial bending of geologically young Himalayas 

D. Uplift of folded Himalayan series  

Answer-B 

Explanation 

Nanga Parbat : Western Bend  + Namche Barwa : Eastern Bend 
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3. Identify the correct statements  

A. Under normal conditions, the temperature usually decreases with an increase in altitude 
in the troposphere at a rate of 1 degree for every 165 meters -Normal Lapse Rate. 

B. On some occasions, the situations get reversed and the temperature starts increasing 
with height rather than decreasing -Temperature Inversion. 

C. Although the environmental lapse rate varies from place to place and from time to time, 
particularly in the lowest few hundred meters of the troposphere, the average rate of 
temperature change is about 6.5°C per 1000 meters  - Average  Lapse Rate. 

D. All of the above 

Answer-D 

Explanation 

 

What is Temperature Inversion? 

• Under normal conditions, the temperature usually decreases with an increase in altitude in the 
troposphere at a rate of 1 degree for every 165 meters. This is called normal lapse rate. 

• But on some occasions, the situations get reversed and the temperature starts increasing with height 
rather than decreasing. This is called temperature inversion. 
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• Although the environmental lapse rate varies from place to place and from time to time, particularly in 
the lowest few hundred meters of the troposphere, the average rate of temperature change is about 
6.5°C per 1000 meters (3.6°F 1000 feet). This is called the average lapse rate. 
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4. Which of the following are matched incorrectly? 

1. Merapi Volcano :  Hawaii 

2. Mount Semeru: Indonesia 

3. Mount Aso : Japan 

4. Ha’apai volcano : Tonga 

Select the correct answer code: 

A. Only 1 

B. Only 2 

C. Only 3 

D. Only 4 

Answer-A 

Explanation 

Merapi Volcano :  Indonesia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mount Semeru  :  Indonesia 
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Volcano Mount Aso: Japan 

 

Ha’apai volcano : Tonga 
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5. Choose the correct statements : 

1. Wular Lake is the largest freshwater lake in India. 

2. Vembanad Lake is the longest lake in India. 

3. Govind Vallabh Pant Sagar Lake is the largest artificial lake in India. 

4. Debar Lake is the second largest artificial Lake in India. 

Select the correct answer code 

A. 1,2 and 3 only 

B. 2,3 and 4 only 

C. 1,3 and 4 only 

D. 1,2,3 and 4 

Answer-D 

Explanation 

1. Wular Lake is the largest freshwater lake in India. 

2. Vembanad Lake is the longest lake in India. 

3. Govind Vallabh Pant Sagar Lake is the largest artificial lake in India. 

4. Debar Lake is the second largest artificial Lake in India. 

Extra Points : 

• Sambhar Lake : India’s largest Inland Salt water Lake  

• Loktak Lake : Largest Fresh Water Lake in North East India 
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Day 35 – History 

1. Assertion (A) : According to Ashoka’s edict, social harmony among the people was more 
important than religious devotion.  

Reason (R) : He spread ideas of equity instead of promotion of religion. 

Select the correct option -  

A. Both A and R are true but R is the correct explanation of A. 

B. Both A and R are true but R is not a correct explanation of A. 

C. A is true but R is false. 

D. A is false but R is true. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Which of the following are correctly matched - (1998) 

1. Lothal : Ancient Dockyard 

2. Sarnath : First Sermon of Buddha 

3. Rajgir : Lion Capital of Ashok 

4. Nalanda : Great seat of Buddhist Learning. 

Choose the correct statement -  

A. All of the above 

B. 3 and 4 only 

C. 1, 2 and 4 only 

D. 1 and 2 only 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Which one of the following ancient records is the earliest royal order to preserve food 
grains to be utilised during the crises in the country ? (1998) 

Select the correct anser -  

A. Sohgaura Copper Plate 

B. Rummindei Pillar - Edict of Ashoka 

C. Prayaga-prasasti 

D. Mehrauli Pillar inscription of Chandra 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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4. The concept of Eight fold path forms the theme of -  

A. Vajrapani 

B. Divyavandana 

C. Mahaparinirbana 

D. Dharam Chakra Pravartana Sutta 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Consider the following statements regarding the town planning in Harappan 
Civilization: 

1. The cities had public baths. 

2. They used mud-bricks or air-dried bricks as burnt bricks were not known to them. 

3. Dockyard at Lothal had lock gate system. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. 3 only 

B. 1 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 2 only 

D. All of the above. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

1. Assertion (A) : According to Ashoka’s edict, social harmony among the people was more 
important than religious devotion.  

Reason (R) : He spread ideas of equity instead of promotion of religion. 

Select the correct option -  

A. Both A and R are true but R is the correct explanation of A. 

B. Both A and R are true but R is not a correct explanation of A. 

C. A is true but R is false. 

D. A is false but R is true. 

Answer: - A 

Explanation 

• Ashok’s edict put stress on social harmony among the people by spreading ideas of equity instead of 
promotion of religion. 

•  Although Buddhism as well as Gautama Buddha are mentioned, the edicts focus on social and moral 
precepts rather than specific religious practices or the philosophical dimension of Buddhism.  

• Most of the inscriptions are about dhamma (Prakrit form of dharma, literally means the universal law 
or righteousness or social and religious order). 

• Ashoka’s dhamma emphasised non-violence, mutual respect and understanding between people of 
different sects and beliefs.  

• It included the state’s concern for the welfare of its people.  

• The basic attributes of dhamma included compassion, charity, truthfulness, purity and gentleness. 

He asked the people to extend respect, consideration, compassion and tolerance towards 
slaves and servants,  

• obedience to parents,  

• Generosity towards friends and relatives,  

• Regard and donations to Brahmanas and Shramanas,  

• A concern for all living beings and to abstain oneself from destroying life. 

  

http://t.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com/
https://youtu.be/z3KxpD5Pza8


2. Which of the following are correctly matched - (1998) 

1. Lothal : Ancient Dockyard 

2. Sarnath : First Sermon of Buddha 

3. Rajgir : Lion Capital of Ashok 

4. Nalanda : Great seat of Buddhist Learning. 

Choose the correct statement -  

A. All of the above 

B. 3 and 4 only 

C. 1, 2 and 4 only 

D. 1 and 2 only 

Answer: - C 

Explanation 

• All of the above statements are correct except Statement 3 

• Lion Capital of Ashoka is in Sarnath. 

Rajgir  

• This is a significant area in Jainism and Buddhism.  

• Rajgir is one of the important sites of the Eight Mahasthalas in Buddhism. 

• As it is surrounded by five sacred hills, Rajgir is also known as Panchpahari.  

• It was the birthplace of Munisuvrata, the 20th Jain Tirthankar, and is linked to the arihant Mahavira 
and Gautama Buddha 

Nalanda 

• Nalanda was an acclaimed Mahavihara, a large Buddhist monastery in the ancient kingdom of 
Magadha (modern-day Bihar) in India. 

• It developed under the patronage of the Gupta Empire in the 5th and 6th centuries. 

• It is a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 

Sarnath 

• It is known for two things: Buddha gave his first sermon and for the Ashoka Pillar. 

• Dharmarajika stupa is the one said to have been built by Ashoka to commemorate Buddha’s first 
sermon. 

• Sarnath suffered from the Huna invasions, but Harshavardhana later restored some of the earlier 
buildings.  

• The Chinese pilgrim Hiuen-Tsang (602-664) left detailed accounts of the Dharmarajika 
stupa and Ashoka’s lion pillar. 
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• Sarnath also suffered when it was attacked by Mahmud of Ghazni in the 11th century.  

• After that, Mahipala, the Pala king, restored the monuments. 

Lothal 

• Lothal was one of the southernmost cities of the ancient Indus Valley Civilization, thrived along the 
Bhogava river, a tributary of Sabarmati, in the Gulf of Khambhat in Gujarat. 

• Lothal was a vital and thriving trade Centre in ancient times, with its trade of beads, gems, and valuable 
ornaments reaching the far corners of West Asia and Africa. 

• The Ministry of Culture (MoC) and Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways (MoPSW) signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for ‘Cooperation in Development of National Maritime 
Heritage Complex (NMHC)’ at Lothal, Gujarat. 

• It would be developed as an international tourist destination, where the maritime heritage of India from 
ancient to modern times would be showcased. 
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3. Which one of the following ancient records is the earliest royal order to preserve food 
grains to be utilised during the crises in the country ? (1998) 

Select the correct anser -  

A. Sohgaura Copper Plate 

B. Rummindei Pillar - Edict of Ashoka 

C. Prayaga-prasasti 

D. Mehrauli Pillar inscription of Chandra 

Answer: - A 

Explanation 

Sohguara Cooper Plate  

• The earliest known copper plate called Sohgaura is a Mauryan record that mentions famine relief 
efforts and is one of the very few pre-Ashokan Brahmi inscription in India. 

Rummindie Pillar 

• Lumbini Pillar Edict in Nepal is  known as the Rummindei Pillar  Inscription.  

• Ashoka travelled to the Buddha’s  birthplace and personally made offerings.  

• He then had a stone pillar set up and  reduced the taxes of the  people in that area. 

Prayaga Prasasti 

• The Allahabad pillar containing one of the Pillars edicts of Ashoka. 

• It is particularly notable for containing later inscriptions attributed to the Gupta emperor 
Samudragupta with extensive military conquest as under his rule he expanded the dynasty's political 
power. 

• Also engraved on the stone are inscriptions by the Mughal emperor Jahangir, from the 17th century. 

Mehrauli Pillar Inscription 

• Famous Mehrauli iron pillar inscription describes the conquest of one of the most famous kings of the 
Gupta dynasty i.e Chandragupta II. 

• The pillar is famous for the rub-resistant composition of the metals that have been used in the 
construction.  

• It is believed that the pillar was erected perhaps outside the Udayagiri caves and was later moved to 
its current location in the Qutub complex at Mehrauli under the Delhi sultanate. 
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4. The concept of Eight fold path forms the theme of - Vajrapani  

A. Vajrapani 

B. Divyavandana 

C. Mahaparinirbana 

D. Dharam Chakra Pravartana Sutta 

Answer: - D 

Explanation 

Dharam Chakra Pravartana Sutta 

• The Noble Eight Fold path, is one of the principle teaching of Buddha, who described it as the way 
leading to the cessation of suffering (Dukkha) and attainment of self awakening. 

• In Buddhist symbolism, the Nobel eight fold path is often represented by means of the Dharma wheel 
(Dharamchakra), whose eight spokes represent the eight elements of path.  

• Eight fold path includes right understanding, right speech, right livelihood, right mindfulness, right 
thought, right action, right effort and right concentration. 

Dipavamasa 

• Dipvamasa - The Dīpavaṃsa “(Chronicle of the Island") is the oldest historical record of Sri Lanka.  

• The chronicle is believed to be compiled around the 3rd to 4th century CE.  

• Together with the Mahavamsa, it is the source of many accounts of ancient history of Sri Lanka and 
India.  

• Its importance resides not only as a source of history and legend, but also as an important early work 
in Buddhist and Pali literature. 

Divyadana 

• It is a Sanskrit anthology of Buddhist avadana tales, many originating in Mūlasarvāstivādin vinaya 
texts. 

• Avadāna is the name given to a type of Buddhist literature correlating past lives' virtuous deeds to 
subsequent lives' events may be dated to 2nd century CE. 

• The stories themselves are therefore quite ancient and may be among the first Buddhist texts ever 
committed to writing, 

• Typically, the stories involve the Buddha explaining to a group of disciples how a particular individual, 
through actions in a previous life, came to have a particular karmic result in the present.  

• A predominant theme is the vast merit (puṇya) accrued from making offerings to enlightened beings 
or at stupas and other holy sites related to the Buddha. 
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5. Consider the following statements regarding the town planning in Harappan 
Civilization: 

1. The cities had public baths. 

2. They used mud-bricks or air-dried bricks as burnt bricks were not known to them. 

3. Dockyard at Lothal had lock gate system. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. 3 only 

B. 1 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 2 only 

D. All of the above. 

Answer: - B 

Explanation 

Statement 2 is incorrect  Harappan Civilization used burnt bricks in their buildings. 

Additional Information 

During the Harappan Civilization, Town Planning reached its climax. Some features were: 

• Public bath e.g. in Mohenjodaro. It even had stairs. 

• Granaries – they were present mostly in citadels. 

• Dockyards e.g. in Lothal; it had lock gates. 

• Roads cut each other at right angles. 

• They even used burnt bricks in their construction. 

• Most of the houses had baths and wells inside of them. 
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Day 36 – Polity 

1. Which of the following is/are correct regarding the procedure for amendment of the 
Indian Constitution as laid down in Article 368? 

1. An amendment of the Constitution can be initiated only by the introduction of a Bill in 
either House of Parliament with the prior permission of the President. 

2. A Constitutional Amendment Bill can be introduced either by a private member or a 
Minister in the Parliament. 

3. When the basic structure of the Constitution is endangered the President can return the 
Constitutional Amendment Bill for the reconsideration of the Parliament. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. 1 and 2 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Consider the following statements regarding the President of India's address in the 
Parliament under Article 87 of the Constitution of India: 

1. The President cannot refuse to perform the constitutional duty of delivering an address 
to the Houses of the Parliament. 

2. He/She is required to address the opening session of a new legislature after each 
general election and each session of the Parliament. 

Which of the statements given above is/are not correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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3. With reference to Article 340 of the Indian Constitution, who among the following can 
appoint a Commission to investigate the conditions of socially and educationally 
backward classes within the territory of India? 

A. President 

B. Parliament 

C. Prime Minister 

D. Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Often seen in the news, Article 3 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights provides 
that 

A. every child from the age of six to fourteen has the right to free education 

B. everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person. 

C. everyone has the right to health and free public health insurance 

D. None of the above 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. With reference to Article 309 in the Constitution of India, consider the following 
statements: 

1. Only the Parliament may regulate the recruitment of persons appointed, to public 
services in connection with the affairs of the Union or of any State. 

2. The President in connection with the affairs of the Union and the State can make rules 
regulating the recruitment, of persons appointed, to such services until provision in 
that behalf is made by the Parliament. 

 Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

1. Which of the following is/are correct regarding the procedure for amendment of the 
Indian Constitution as laid down in Article 368? 

1. An amendment of the Constitution can be initiated only by the introduction of a Bill in 
either House of Parliament with the prior permission of the President. 

2. A Constitutional Amendment Bill can be introduced either by a private member or a 
Minister in the Parliament. 

3. When the basic structure of the Constitution is endangered the President can return the 
Constitutional Amendment Bill for the reconsideration of the Parliament. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. 1 and 2 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: - B 

Statement 1 is NOT CORRECT 

• An amendment of the Constitution can be initiated by the introduction of bill in either House of 
parliament without prior permission of the President. 

• The bill must be passed in each House by a special majority, that is, a majority (that is, more than 50 
per cent) of the total membership of the House and a majority of two-thirds of the members of the 
House present and voting. 

• Each House must pass the bill separately. 

• In case of a disagreement between the two Houses, there is no provision for holding a joint sitting of 
the two Houses for the purpose of deliberation and passage of the bill. 

• If the bill seeks to amend the federal provisions of the Constitution, it must also be ratified by the 
legislatures of half of the states by a simple majority, that is, a majority of the members of the House 
present and voting. 

• After duly passed by both the Houses of Parliament and ratified by the state legislatures, where 
necessary, the bill is presented to the President for assent. 

Statement 2 is CORRECT 

• The bill can be introduced either by a minister or by a private member and does not require prior 
permission from the president. 
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Statement 3 is NOT CORRECT 

• The President must give his assent to the bill. 

• He can neither withhold his assent to the bill nor return the bill for reconsideration of the Parliament. 

• After the president’s assent, the bill becomes an Act (i.e., a constitutional amendment act) and the 
Constitution stands amended in accordance with the terms of the Act. 
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2. Consider the following statements regarding the President of India's address in the 
Parliament under Article 87 of the Constitution of India: 

1. The President cannot refuse to perform the constitutional duty of delivering an address 
to the Houses of the Parliament. 

2. He/She is required to address the opening session of a new legislature after each 
general election and each session of the Parliament. 

Which of the statements given above is/are not correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: - B 

Statement 1 is CORRECT 

• Article 87 of the Indian Constitution provides two instances when the President specially addresses 
both Houses of Parliament. 

• It provides that the President shall address both Houses of Parliament assembled together at the 
commencement of the first session after each general election to the Lok Sabha and at the 
commencement of the first session of each year and inform Parliament of the causes of its summons. 

• The President’s speech essentially highlights the government’s policy priorities and plans for the 
upcoming year. 

• The address provides a broad framework of the government’s agenda and direction. 

• The President cannot refuse to perform the constitutional duty of delivering an address to the Houses 
of the Parliament. 

• But there can be situations when they deviate from the text of the speech prepared by the 
government. 

• So far, there have been no instances of the President doing so. 

Statement 2 is NOT CORRECT 

• The President of India addresses both the Rajya Sabha and the Lok Sabha at the beginning of the first 
session after each general election when the reconstituted lower house meets for the first time. 

• The President also addresses both the houses at the beginning of the first session of each year. 

• Originally, the Constitution required the President to address both Houses of Parliament at the 
commencement of “every session”. This requirement was changed by the First Amendment to the 
Constitution. 

  

http://t.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com/


3. With reference to Article 340 of the Indian Constitution, who among the following can 
appoint a Commission to investigate the conditions of socially and educationally 
backward classes within the territory of India? 

A. President 

B. Parliament 

C. Prime Minister 

D. Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment 

Answer: - A 

Option (a) is CORRECT 

• According to Article 340 of the Constitution of India, the President may by order appoint a Commission 
consisting of such persons as he thinks fit to investigate the conditions of socially and educationally 
backward classes within the territory of India and the difficulties under which they labour and to make 
recommendations as to the steps that should be taken by the Union or any State to remove such 
difficulties and to improve their condition. 
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4. Often seen in the news, Article 3 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights provides 
that 

A. every child from the age of six to fourteen has the right to free education 

B. everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person. 

C. everyone has the right to health and free public health insurance 

D. None of the above 

Answer: - B 

Option (b) is CORRECT 

• The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) is a milestone document in the history of human 
rights. 

• Drafted by representatives with different legal and cultural backgrounds from all regions of the 
world, the Declaration was proclaimed by the United Nations General Assembly in Paris on 10 
December 1948 (General Assembly resolution 217 A) as a common standard of achievements for all 
peoples and all nations. 

• Article 3 states that everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person. 
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5. With reference to Article 309 in the Constitution of India, consider the following 
statements: 

1. Only the Parliament may regulate the recruitment of persons appointed, to public 
services in connection with the affairs of the Union or of any State. 

2. The President in connection with the affairs of the Union and the State can make rules 
regulating the recruitment, of persons appointed, to such services until provision in 
that behalf is made by the Parliament. 

 Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: - D 

Statement 1 is NOT CORRECT 

• Acts of the appropriate Legislature (not only the Parliament) may regulate the recruitment, and 
conditions of service of persons appointed, to public services and posts in connection with the affairs 
of the Union or of any State. 

Statement 2 is NOT CORRECT 

• It shall be competent for the President in the case of services and posts in connection with the affairs 
of the Union, and for the Governor of a State or such person as he may direct in the case of services 
and posts in connection with the affairs of the State, to make rules regulating the recruitment, and the 
conditions of service of persons appointed, to such services and posts until provision in that behalf is 
made by or under an Act of the appropriate Legislature under the Article 309. 
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Day 37 – Economy 

1. Which one of the following statements is incorrect with respect to Minimum Support 
Price? 

A. The MSP is fixed twice a year on the recommendations of CACP for 23 commodities. 

B. “Inter-crop price parity” is one of the factors that is considered while calculating MSP. 

C. MSP recommendation is based on 1.5 times the C2 costs. 

D. ‘A2’ covers all paid-out costs directly incurred by the farmer on seeds, fertilizers, 
pesticides, hired labour, leased-in land, fuel, irrigation etc 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Consider the following statements with respect to Vande Bharat Trains. 

1. These are self-propelled trains which works on distributed traction power system. 

2. These trains will be operated by private players and run on theme-based circuits to 
promote tourism sector. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. None of the above 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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3. Consider the following statements with respect to different types of PPP models in road 
development projects. 

1. In Build-Operate-Transfer (Toll) model, traffic risk is bore by the developer.  

2. In Hybrid Annuity Model, 40 per cent of project cost is contributed by government 
during the construction period. 

3. In Build-Operate-Transfer (Annuity), the responsibility for tolling on the road stretch is 
with the government. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. 1 only  

B. 2 and 3 only  

C. 1 and 2 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Q.4. Which among the following best describes Stagflation?  

A. Inflation sustained over a long period of time. 

B. Inflation brought by government to reduce unemployment.  

C. Increase in price over a short span of time.  

D. Situation in economy where inflation and unemployment both occur at same time. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Q.5. Nutrient based subsidy scheme covers which of the following fertilizers?  

1. Urea  

2. Phosphatic fertilizers 

3. Potassic fertilizers  

Select the correct answer from the code given below:  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. 2 and 3 only  

D. 1, 2 and 3  

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

1. Which one of the following statements is incorrect with respect to Minimum Support 
Price? 

A. The MSP is fixed twice a year on the recommendations of CACP for 23 commodities. 

B. “Inter-crop price parity” is one of the factors that is considered while calculating MSP. 

C. MSP recommendation is based on 1.5 times the C2 costs. 

D. ‘A2’ covers all paid-out costs directly incurred by the farmer on seeds, fertilizers, 
pesticides, hired labour, leased-in land, fuel, irrigation etc 

Answer-C 

Explanation 

• MSP for a crop is the price at which the government is supposed to procure/buy that crop from farmers 
if the market price falls below it. 

• MSPs provide a floor for market prices, and ensure that farmers receive a certain “minimum” 
remuneration so that their costs of cultivation (and some profit) can be recovered. 

• Crops covered by MSPs include: 

• 7 types of cereals (paddy, wheat, maize, bajra, jowar, ragi and barley), 

• 5 types of pulses (chana, arhar/tur, urad, moong and masur), 

• 7 oilseeds (rapeseed-mustard, groundnut, soyabean, sunflower, sesamum, safflower, Niger 
seed), 

• 4 commercial crops (cotton, sugarcane, copra, raw jute) 

• The Budget for 2018-19 announced that MSPs would henceforth be fixed at 1½ times of the production 
costs for crops as a “pre-determined principle”.  

• Simply put, the CACP’s job is now was only to estimate production costs for a season and recommend 
the MSPs by applying the 1.5-times formula. 

• The CACP projects three kinds of production cost for every crop, both at state and all-India average 
levels.  

• ‘A2’ covers all paid-out costs directly incurred by the farmer — in cash and kind — on seeds, fertilizers, 
pesticides, hired labour, leased-in land, fuel, irrigation, etc.  

• ‘A2+FL’ includes A2 plus an imputed value of unpaid family labour.  

• ‘C2’ is a more comprehensive cost that factors in rentals and interest forgone on owned land and fixed 
capital assets, on top of A2+FL. 

• CACP considers both A2+FL and C2 costs while recommending MSP. 
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• CACP reckons only A2+FL cost for return. 

• However, C2 costs are used by CACP primarily as benchmark reference costs (opportunity costs) to see 
if the MSPs recommended by them at least cover these costs in some of the major producing States. 

• The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) of the Union government takes a final decision 
on the level of MSPs and other recommendations made by CACP. 
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2. Consider the following statements with respect to Vande Bharat Trains. 

1. These are self-propelled trains which works on distributed traction power system. 

2. These trains will be operated by private players and run on theme-based circuits to 
promote tourism sector. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. None of the above 

Answer-A 

Explanation 

• Vande Bharat is a semi-high speed (160 km/h) trainset, each of 16 coaches, and self-propelled — they 
do not require an engine.  

• This is called a distributed traction power system, which is increasingly becoming the norm the world 
over for passenger operations. 

• Distributed power gives the train higher acceleration and deceleration compared to loco-hauled trains, 
which take a much longer time to reach top speed or to gradually come to a halt. 

• Two Vande Bharat trainsets (originally called Train 18) are currently running (as of 30.03.2022) , both 
from Delhi — to Varanasi and Katra. 

• Budget 2022-23 announced that 400 Vande Bharat trains will be manufactured in the next three years. 

• To promote and attract tourism business, the Indian Railways launched (Nov 2021) Bharat Gaurav 

trains that will be operated by private players and run on theme-based circuits. 

• According to the Bharat Gaurav policy, any operator or service provider, or virtually anyone, can lease 
trains from Indian Railways to run on a theme-based circuit as a special tourism package.  
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3. Consider the following statements with respect to different types of PPP models in road 
development projects. 

1. In Build-Operate-Transfer (Toll) model, traffic risk is bore by the developer.  

2. In Hybrid Annuity Model, 40 per cent of project cost is contributed by government 
during the construction period. 

3. In Build-Operate-Transfer (Annuity), the responsibility for tolling on the road stretch is 
with the government. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. 1 only  

B. 2 and 3 only  

C. 1 and 2 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer-D 

Explanation 

BOT (Toll) 

• In a BOT (Toll) project, the concessionaire is responsible for designing, building, financing, operating, 
maintaining, tolling and transferring the project to the authority at the end of the concession period.  

• The concession period is around 30 years, but is project specific.  

• Depending on the viability of the project, there is a provision of up to 40 per cent of the project cost 
which is paid by the government in the form of a Viability Gap Funding (VGF).  

• The concessionaire earns revenue primarily in the form of toll revenue, which depends on traffic that 
needs to pay toll on the road stretch.  

• Toll rates are standardized and regulated by the government through rules.  

BOT (Annuity)  

• In a BOT (Annuity) project, the concessionaire is responsible for designing, building, financing, 
operating, maintaining and transferring the project to the authority at the end of the concession period.  

• The responsibility for tolling on the road stretch is with the government.  

• The concessionaire earns revenue primarily in the form of pre-determined semiannual annuity 
payments which are made by the government to the concessionaire.  

Hybrid Annuity Mode (HAM) 

• In a HAM project, the concessionaire is responsible for designing, building, financing, operating, 
maintaining and transferring the project to the authority at the end of the concession period.  

• The responsibility for tolling on the road stretch is with the government.  

• The concession period is project specific construction period and a fixed operation period of 15 years.  

• An inflation adjusted construction support of 40 per cent of the bid project cost is provided by the 
government to the concessionaire during the construction period, in five equal installments of 8 per 
cent each of the bid project cost.  
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• Hence, only 60 per cent of the bid project cost is to be arranged by the concessionaire during the 
construction period.  

• This is paid to the concessionaire by the government in the form of semiannual payments.  

• In addition to this, interest on reducing balance and operations and maintenance cost are also paid 
semi-annually by the government to the concessionaire.  
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4. Which among the following best describes Stagflation?  

A. Inflation sustained over a long period of time. 

B. Inflation brought by government to reduce unemployment.  

C. Increase in price over a short span of time.  

D. Situation in economy where inflation and unemployment both occur at same time. 

Answer-D 

Explanation 

• Stagflation refers to a situation first identified in the 1970s in which inflation is high, economic growth 
slows and unemployment remains consistently high. 

• The problem for economic policymakers in such an instance is that measures to curb inflation, such as 
wage and price controls or contractionary monetary policy, may further increase unemployment.  

• Inflation could persist for longer than expected as reopening pressures and supply chain problems 
converge. 
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5. Nutrient based subsidy scheme covers which of the following fertilizers?  

1. Urea  

2. Phosphatic fertilizers 

3. Potassic fertilizers  

Select the correct answer from the code given below:  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. 2 and 3 only  

D. 1, 2 and 3  

Answer-D 

Explanation 

• The Nutrient Based Subsidy (NBS) Policy is being implemented by the Department of Fertilizers.  

• Under the said policy, a fixed amount of subsidy decided on annual basis, is provided on each grade of 
subsidized Phosphatic and Potassic (P&K) fertilizers depending on its Nutrient Content.  

• These rates are determined taking into account the international and domestic prices of P&K fertilizers, 
exchange rate, inventory level in the country etc. 

• At present 22 grades of P&K fertilizers are covered under the NBS policy.  

• Under the NBS Policy, a fixed rate of subsidy is announced on nutrients namely Nitrogen (N), 
Phosphate (P), Potash (K) and Sulphur (S) by the Government on annual basis.  

• Apart from this, fertilizers which are fortified with secondary and micronutrients such as molybdenum 
(Mo) and zinc are given additional subsidy.  

• NBS policy intends to increase the consumption of P&K fertilizers so that optimum balance (N:P:K = 
4:2:1 ) of NPK fertilization is achieved. 
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Day 38 – Environment 

1.Arrange the following levels of Ecology according their increasing level of complexity:  

1. Community  

2. Biosphere  

3. Biome  

4. Population 

Choose the correct code from below:  

A. 1, 3, 2, 4  

B. 4, 1, 2, 3  

C. 4, 1, 3, 2  

D. 1, 2, 3, 4 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What do you understand by the term ‘Indicator species’?  

A. It is a species whose presence, absence or abundance reflects a specific environmental 
condition.  

B. It is a species that has a disproportionately large effect on the communities in which it 
occurs.  

C. It is a species non-native to the ecosystem under consideration and whose introduction 
causes or is likely to cause harm.  

D. It is a species which is introduced to reduce the level of pollution in an ecosystem 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Consider following statements regarding pollutants:  

1. Biomagnification is the gradual accumulation of pollutants, chemicals or other 
substances in an organism.  

2. Bioaccumulation refers to progressive increase in concentration at each tropical level 
with the passage of time. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. 1 and 2 both  

D. None of the above 
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4. Which of the following is/are the invasive plant species usually grown in the conditions 
of cultural eutrophication?  

A. Water Hyacinth  

B. Hydrilla  

C. Water Lily  

D. All of the above. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Consider the following statements:  

1. In freshwater, the average concentration of dissolved oxygen is 10 parts per million by 
weight.  

2. The amount of dissolved oxygen retained in water is also influenced by temperature.  

Which of the above is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  

B.  2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

1.Arrange the following levels of Ecology according their increasing level of complexity:  

1. Community  

2. Biosphere  

3. Biome  

4. Population 

Choose the correct code from below:  

A. 1, 3, 2, 4  

B. 4, 1, 2, 3  

C. 4, 1, 3, 2  

D. 1, 2, 3, 4 

Answer: - C 

Explanation  

• Statement C is correct.  

• Levels of Organisations in Ecology: Individual/organism and Species --> Population --> Community -
-> Ecosystem --> Biome --> Biosphere.  

• Organism is an individual living being that has ability to act or function independently.  

• Species are a group of living organisms consisting of similar individuals capable of exchanging genes 
or of interbreeding.  

• Population is a community of interbreeding organisms (same species), occupying a defined area during 
a specific time.  

• Community: they consist of many populations living in a defined area in proximity to one another. But 
Communities in most instances are named after the dominant plant form. For example, a grassland 
community is dominated by grasses, though it may contain herbs, trees, etc. 

• An ecosystem is a community of organisms interacting with each other and with their environment 
such that energy is exchanged and system-level processes (like cycling of elements) emerge.  

• A biome is a large naturally occurring community of flora and fauna occupying a major habitat. Plants 
and animals in a biome have common characteristics due to similar climates.  

• Biosphere includes all living organisms on earth, together with the dead organic matter produced by 
them. Biosphere is a part of the earth where life can exist.  
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2. What do you understand by the term ‘Indicator species’?  

A. It is a species whose presence, absence or abundance reflects a specific environmental 
condition.  

B. It is a species that has a disproportionately large effect on the communities in which it 
occurs.  

C. It is a species non-native to the ecosystem under consideration and whose introduction 
causes or is likely to cause harm.  

D. It is a species which is introduced to reduce the level of pollution in an ecosystem 

Answer: - A 

• An indicator species is an organism whose presence, absence or abundance reflects a specific 
environmental condition.  

• Indicator species can signal a change in the biological condition of a particular ecosystem, and thus may 
be used as a proxy to diagnose the health of an ecosystem.  

• Also known as "sentinel species.” 

• For example, plants or lichens sensitive to heavy metals or acids in precipitation may be indicators of 
air pollution.  

• Miners used to use the canary bird like an indicator for the concentration of carbon monoxide 
in the air. 

• Some moss species indicate acidic soil.  

• Tubifex worms indicate non-potable, stagnant, oxygen-poor water. 

• Keystone species is a species that has a disproportionately large effect on the communities in which it 
occurs. 
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3. Consider following statements regarding pollutants:  

1. Biomagnification is the gradual accumulation of pollutants, chemicals or other 
substances in an organism.  

2. Bioaccumulation refers to progressive increase in concentration at each tropical level 
with the passage of time. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. 1 and 2 both  

D. None of the above 

Answer: - D 

• Bioaccumulation is the gradual accumulation of pollutants, chemicals (chronic poisoning) or other 
substances in an organism. 

• Bioaccumulation occurs when the rate of loss of the substance from the body of the organism through 
catabolism (breakdown of complex molecules in living organisms), or excretion is lower than the rate 
of accumulation of the substance. 

• As persistent organic pollutants like DDT are long-lasting, the risk of bioaccumulation is high even if 
the environmental levels of the pollutant are not high.  

• Bioconcentration is the accumulation of a chemical in or on an organism when the source of chemical 
is solely water. 

• Biomagnification refers to progressive bioaccumulation (increase in concentration) at each trophic level 
with the passage of time.  

• In order for biomagnification to occur, the pollutant must have a long biological half-life (long-lived), 
must not be soluble in water but must be soluble in fats. E.g. DDT.  

• If the pollutant is soluble in water, it will be excreted by the organism. 
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4. Which of the following is/are the invasive plant species usually grown in the conditions 
of cultural eutrophication?  

A. Water Hyacinth  

B. Hydrilla  

C. Water Lily  

D. All of the above. 

Answer: - D 

• Cultural or accelerated eutrophication is a result of man's activities like pollution of water bodies, 
discharge of effluents from industries etc. 

• On the other hand, natural eutrophication takes place over thousands of years. 

• Aquatic nuisance species (ANS) are non-indigenous species that threaten the diversity or abundance of 
native species, the ecological stability of infested waters.  

• Water hyacinth (Eichhornia crassipes) is the world's most problematic aquatic weed, also called “Terror 
of Bengal‟. 

• They grow abundantly in eutrophic water bodies, and lead to an imbalance in the ecosystem dynamics 
of the water body.  

• Hydrilla is a non-native or "exotic" submerged weed species considered quite undesirable.  

• Water lily is found in most of parts of India, planted for its aesthetic appeal is also an invasive species 
in ponds and slow moving water bodies. 
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5. Consider the following statements:  

1. In freshwater, the average concentration of dissolved oxygen is 10 parts per million by 
weight.  

2. The amount of dissolved oxygen retained in water is also influenced by temperature.  

Which of the above is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  

B.  2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: - C 

• Both the statements are correct.  

Dissolved Oxygen  

• In freshwater the average concentration of dissolved oxygen is 10 parts per million by weight.  

• This is 150 times lower than the concentration of oxygen in an equivalent volume of air.  

• Oxygen enters the aquatic ecosystem through the air-water interface and by the photosynthetic 
activities of aquatic plants.  

• Dissolved oxygen escapes the water body through the air-water interface and respiration of organisms 
(fish, decomposers, zooplankton, etc.). 

• The amount of dissolved oxygen retained in water is also influenced by temperature.  

• Oxygen is less soluble in warm water.  

• Warm water also enhances decomposer activity.  

• Therefore, increasing the temperature of a water body increases the rate at which oxygen is depleted 
from the water.  

• When the dissolved oxygen level falls below 3-5 ppm, many aquatic organisms are likely to die. 
(Hypoxia) 

• Dead zones are low-oxygen, or hypoxic, areas in the world’s oceans and lakes. Because most organisms 
need oxygen to live, few organisms can survive in hypoxic conditions. That is why these areas are called 
dead zones. 

  

http://t.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com/


  

http://t.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com/


Day 39 – Science & Technology 

1. Which of the following is incorrect regarding Blackholes?  

A. Light cannot escape from them.  

B. They are visible to the naked eyes.  

C. They are formed as a result of collapse of stars.  

D. Noble Prize in Physics for the year 2020 was given for the understanding of Blackholes 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Which of the following statements regarding Blood is correct?  

1.  Plasma consists of nutrients, hormones and proteins.  

2. Red blood cells carry fresh oxygenated blood.  

3. White blood cells are part of the body's immune's system. 

4. Platelets prevent loss of blood by forming clots.  

Select the correct option from below:  

A. 1, 2 and 4  

B. 1, 3 and 4  

C. 2, 3 and 4  

D. 1, 2, 3 and 4  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Blissful Hygienic Offering to God is an initiative of 

A. FSSAI  

B. Niti Aayog  

C. Ministry of Tourism  

D. Both A and C 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Which of the following statements is correct regarding the ‘Xenobots’ recently in news?  

A. They are nano-robots sent to the stratosphere for study of atmosphere.  

B. They are robots formed from stem cells of the frogs.  

C. They focus on studying plant roots and stems.  

D. They form the main component of rover sent to Mars by NASA 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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5. Consider the following statements regarding the Bandicoot robots, recently seen in news:  

1. They have been developed by the collaboration of NASA and ISRO in a first joint 
venture.  

2. They is capable to automatically take a rock sample on an extraterrestrial surface and test 
it for its composition in-situ 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

1. Which of the following is incorrect regarding Blackholes?  

A. Light cannot escape from them.  

B. They are visible to the naked eyes.  

C. They are formed as a result of collapse of stars.  

D. Noble Prize in Physics for the year 2020 was given for the understanding of Blackholes 

Answer: - B 

Explanation  

• Statement 2 is incorrect.  

• Blackholes are not visible to naked eyes.  

Additional Information 

• A black hole is a cosmic body of extremely intense gravity from which even light cannot escape.  

• Black holes usually cannot be observed directly, but they can be “observed” by the effects of their 
enormous gravitational fields on nearby matter.  

• A black hole can be formed by the death of a massive star.  

• When such a star has exhausted the internal thermonuclear fuels in its core at the end of its life, the 
core becomes unstable and gravitationally collapses inward upon itself, and the star’s outer layers are 
blown away.  

• The crushing weight of constituent matter falling in from all sides compresses the dying star to a point 
of zero volume and infinite density called the singularity. 
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2. Which of the following statements regarding Blood is correct?  

1.  Plasma consists of nutrients, hormones and proteins.  

2. Red blood cells carry fresh oxygenated blood.  

3. White blood cells are part of the body's immune's system. 

4. Platelets prevent loss of blood by forming clots.  

Select the correct option from below:  

A. 1, 2 and 4  

B. 1, 3 and 4  

C. 2, 3 and 4  

D. 1, 2, 3 and 4  

Answer: - D 

Explanation  

• All the statements are correct about Blood.  

Additional Information  

• Blood is a body fluid in the circulatory system of humans and other vertebrates that delivers 
necessary substances such as nutrients and oxygen to the cells and transports metabolic waste 
products away from those same cells.  

• Blood is composed of blood cells suspended in blood plasma.  

• A liquid called plasma makes up about half of the content of blood.  

• Plasma contains proteins that help blood to clot, transport substances through the blood, and perform 
other functions. Blood plasma also contains glucose and other dissolved nutrients. 

About half of blood volume is composed of blood cells:  

• Red blood cells, which carry oxygen to the tissues  

• White blood cells, which fight infections  

• Platelets, smaller cells that help blood to clot  
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3. Blissful Hygienic Offering to God is an initiative of 

A. FSSAI  

B. Niti Aayog  

C. Ministry of Tourism  

D. Both A and C 

Answer: - A 

Explanation  

• Blissful Hygienic Offering to God is an initiative of FSSAI. 

Additional Information  

• Blissful Hygienic Offering to God (BHOG), is an initiative of FSSAI to encourage Places of Worship 
(POW), to adopt and maintain food safety and hygiene as well as convey food safety messages through 
such places to the people to follow as responsible citizens.  

• ‘Eat right at place of worship’ Under BHOG initiative, places of worship where prasad is 
cooked/handled are identified, audit is conducted and basic training of food handlers is done 

• After successful audit of the place of worship it becomes recognised/certified. Encourage places of 
worship to adopt and maintain food safety and hygiene in preparation, serving and sale of prasad along 
with training of food handlers for basic food safety and hygiene 

• BHOG initiative is an individual approach under which a particular place of worship is identified for 
certification. It also covers integrated vendor selling prasad and other food items. · 

• Places of Worship handling food either in packed form or loose meals, are the target group of BHOG 
initiatives.  
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4. Which of the following statements is correct regarding the ‘Xenobots’ recently in news?  

A. They are nano-robots sent to the stratosphere for study of atmosphere.  

B. They are robots formed from stem cells of the frogs.  

C. They focus on studying plant roots and stems.  

D. They form the main component of rover sent to Mars by NASA 

Answer: - B 

Explanation  

• Statement B is correct.  

Additional Information 

• World’s first living robots, called Xenobots, were formed from the stem cells of the African clawed 
frog (Xenopus laevis) from which it takes its name.  

• Xenobots are less than a millimeter wide and could move, work together in groups and selfheal.  

• Stem cells are unspecialized cells that have the ability to develop into different cell types.  

• Now, scientists have discovered an entirely new form of biological reproduction different from any 
animal or plant to create first-ever, self-replicating living robots. 
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5. Consider the following statements regarding the Bandicoot robots, recently seen in news:  

1. They have been developed by the collaboration of NASA and ISRO in a first joint 
venture.  

2. They is capable to automatically take a rock sample on an extraterrestrial surface and test 
it for its composition in-situ 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: - D 

Explanation  

• Both statements are incorrect.  

Additional Information  

• In Chennai, a drainage-cleaning robot named Bandicoot has been introduced for the first time at the 
city corporation as part of efforts to rid of manual scavenging.  

• According to officials, the robot named Bandicoot has been introduced at a cost of 18 lakh ruppes.  

• Tamil Nadu Minister inaugurated the operation of the robot which would end deaths of workers 
engaged in sewer cleaning. 

• Bandicoot, with its motto ‘changing manhole to robohole’, is a human controlled robot.  

• It’s the brainchild of Genrobotics, a Thiruvananthapuram-based startup. 

• Recently, Greater Mohali Area Development Authority introduced bandicoot robots that will clean 
the sewer manholes in the city.  

• Bandicoot is engineered for cleaning any type of sewer manholes.  

• It is developed by Genrobotics, a leading private Robotics company in India.  
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Day 40 – Geography 

1. Consider the following statements regarding Dew point: 

1. Dew point is the temperature at which the atmosphere is saturated with water vapour. 

2. A higher dew point means there will be more moisture in the air. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Which of the following statements is incorrect? 

A. The North Sea records higher salinity due to more saline water brought by the North 
Atlantic Drift. 

B. Baltic Sea records low salinity due to influx of river waters in large quantity. 

C. The Mediterranean Sea records higher salinity due to high evaporation. 

D. None of the above. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

3.Consider the following statements: 

1. Jet streams are a narrow belt of high-altitude westerly winds in the troposphere. 

2. Their speed is greater in summers. 

3. They are limited to tropical latitudes with occasional movements in the sub-tropics. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. 2 only 

B. 1 and 3 only 

C. 3 only 

D. All of the above. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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4. Which of the following statements is/are correct with regard to the regional distribution 
of minerals in India? 

1. Over 90% of coal reserves occur in the valleys of Damodar, Sone, Mahanadi and 
Godavari. 

2. Petroleum reserves are located in the sedimentary basins of Assam, Gujarat and Mumbai 
High. 

3. Dhar war and Cuddapah systems contain resources of major metallic minerals like 
copper, lead and zinc. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Consider the following statements in respect of Quaternary activities: 

1. Quaternary activities are specialized tertiary activities in the ‘Knowledge Sector’. 

2. They are not tied to resources, affected by the environment, or necessarily localized by 
market. 

3. Personnel working in elementary schools, hospitals and doctors’ offices, theatres, 
accounting and brokerage firms all belong to this category of services. 

Which of the above statements is/ are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

1. Consider the following statements regarding Dew point: 

1. Dew point is the temperature at which the atmosphere is saturated with water vapour. 

2. A higher dew point means there will be more moisture in the air. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer-C 

Explanation 

• Both the statements are correct. 

Additional Info 

Dew point 

• The air containing moisture to its full capacity at a given temperature is said to be saturated. 

• It means that the air at the given temperature is incapable of holding any additional amount of moisture 
at that stage. 

• The temperature at which saturation occurs in a given sample of air is known as dew point. 

• Dew point occurs when Relative Humidity = 100%. 
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2. Which of the following statements is incorrect? 

A. The North Sea records higher salinity due to more saline water brought by the North 
Atlantic Drift. 

B. Baltic Sea records low salinity due to influx of river waters in large quantity. 

C. The Mediterranean Sea records higher salinity due to high evaporation. 

D. None of the above. 

Answer-D 

Explanation 
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All the statements are correct. 

• The North Sea, in spite of its location in higher latitudes, records higher salinity due to more saline 
water brought by the North Atlantic Drift. 

• Baltic Sea records low salinity due to influx of river waters in large quantity. 

• The Mediterranean Sea records higher salinity due to high evaporation. 

• Salinity is, however, very low in Black Sea due to enormous fresh water influx by rivers. 
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3.Consider the following statements: 

1. Jet streams are a narrow belt of high-altitude westerly winds in the troposphere. 

2. Their speed is greater in summers. 

3. They are limited to tropical latitudes with occasional movements in the sub-tropics. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. 2 only 

B. 1 and 3 only 

C. 3 only 

D. All of the above. 

Answer-B 

Explanation 

Statement 2 is incorrect 

• Speed of jet streams varies from about 110 km/h in summer to about 184 km/h in winter. 

Additional Information 

• The upper air circulation in this region is dominated by a westerly flow. An important component of 
this flow is the jet stream. 

• Jet streams are a narrow belt of high altitude (above 12,000 m) westerly winds in the troposphere. 

• Their speed varies from about 110 km/h in summer to about 184 km/h in winter. A number of separate 
jet streams have been identified. 

• The most constant are the mid-latitude and the sub-tropical jet stream. 
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4. Which of the following statements is/are correct with regard to the regional distribution 
of minerals in India? 

1. Over 90% of coal reserves occur in the valleys of Damodar, Sone, Mahanadi and 
Godavari. 

2. Petroleum reserves are located in the sedimentary basins of Assam, Gujarat and Mumbai 
High. 

3. Dhar war and Cuddapah systems contain resources of major metallic minerals like 
copper, lead and zinc. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer-D 

Explanation 

All the statements are correct. 

Additional Information 

The distribution of mineral resources in India is uneven. The occurrences of mineral resources are associated 
with certain types of geological structure. 

• Apart from few sporadic pockets, minerals are generally concentrated in three broad belts in India. 

• North-Eastern Plateau belt which covers Chhota Nagpur (Jharkhand), Odisha Plateau, West Bengal 
and parts of Chhattisgarh is rich in a variety of minerals viz. iron ore coal, manganese, bauxite, mica. 

• Petroleum reserves are located in the sedimentary basins of Assam, Gujarat and Mumbai High. 

• The South-Western Plateau belt which extends over Karnataka, Goa and contiguous Tamil Nadu 
uplands and Kerala is rich in ferrous metals and bauxite. It also contains high grade iron ore, manganese 
and limestone. 

• The North-Western belt which extends along Aravalli in Rajasthan and part of Gujarat. Copper, zinc 
are major minerals found here. 

• Gondwana system is the repository of majority of Coal deposits. 

• Vindhyan system contains major non-metallic minerals like limestone, dolomite, gypsum, calcium, 
sulphate etc. 

• Over 97% of coal reserves occur in the valleys of Damodar, Sone, Mahanadi and Godavari. 

• Dhar war and Cuddapah systems contain resources of major metallic minerals like copper, lead and 
zinc. 

  

http://t.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com/


5. Consider the following statements in respect of Quaternary activities: 

1. Quaternary activities are specialized tertiary activities in the ‘Knowledge Sector’. 

2. They are not tied to resources, affected by the environment, or necessarily localized by 
market. 

3. Personnel working in elementary schools, hospitals and doctors’ offices, theatres, 
accounting and brokerage firms all belong to this category of services. 

Which of the above statements is/ are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer-D 

Explanation 

• All the above statements are correct. 

Additional Information 

• The segment of the service sector which is knowledge-oriented is divided into Quaternary and Quinary 
Activities. 

• Quaternary activities involve collection, production and dissemination of information. 

• They are an advanced type of service primarily focused on research and development, involving 
specialised knowledge and technical skills. 

• Quinary activities are services that focus on the creation, re-arrangement and interpretation of new and 
existing ideas; data interpretation and the use and evaluation of new technologies. 

• Often referred to as ‘gold collar’ professions, they represent another subdivision of the tertiary sector 
representing special and highly paid skills of senior business executives, government officials, research 
scientists, financial and legal consultants, etc.  

• The highest level of decision makers or policy makers perform quinary activities. 
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Day 41 – History 

1. Consider the following statements regarding the sculptures found in the Harappan cities:  

1. The famous ‘Dancing Girl’ was sculptured using the ‘pinching method’. 

2. A ‘bearded priest’ made from Bronze has been found in Mohenjo-Daro. 

3. ‘Lost wax technique’ was one of the technique used in making sculptures. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct ? 

A. 3 only 

B. 1 and 2 only 

C. 2 and 3 only 

D. All of the above. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Consider following statements regarding the temples of South India: 

1. Shore temple of Mahabalipuram is one of the oldest rock cut temple belonging to the 
Pallavi school. 

2. Virupksha temple at Hampi is known for its musical pillars 

3. Airavatesvara Temple at Darasuram is a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. 2 only 

B. 1 and 3 only 

C. 3 only 

D. 1 and 2 only 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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3. Consider following statements regarding various schools of sculptures developed in 
ancient India 

1. Mathura school didn’t have any major foreign influence 

2. Gandhara School used white marble. 

3. Amravati School was patronized by Sat vahana rulers. 

4. Gandhara School had major influences from all three religions of the time, i.e. Hinduism, 
Jainism and Buddhism. 

Which of the above statements are correct?  

A. 1 and 3 only 

B. 2, 3 and 4 only 

C. 1 and 4 only 

D. All of the above. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Consider following statements regarding the Indo-Islamic architecture 

1. Tarbert style of architecture gained prominence in this period. 

2. Mortar was used as a cementing agent in their constructions. 

3. It avoided the use of human and animal figures. 

4. Arabesque method was also used for decoration. 

Which of the above statements are correct? 

A. 1, 2 and 4 only 

B. 2, 3 and 4 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. All of the above 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. ‘Ras' and 'Sankirtana' are popular forms of which of the following classical dances? 

A. Manipuri 

B. Sattriya 

C. Kathak 

D. Kathakali 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

1. Consider the following statements regarding the sculptures found in the Harappan cities:  

1. The famous ‘Dancing Girl’ was sculptured using the ‘pinching method’. 

2. A ‘bearded priest’ made from Bronze has been found in Mohenjo-Daro. 

3. ‘Lost wax technique’ was one of the technique used in making sculptures. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct ? 

A. 3 only 

B. 1 and 2 only 

C. 2 and 3 only 

D. All of the above. 

Answer-A 

Explanation 

Statements 1 and 2 are incorrect 

• Dancing girl was made using ‘lost wax technique’ and Bearded priest was made from stone. 

Additional Information 

Various examples of sculptures found in Indus Valley civilization are: 

• A bearded nobleman or high priest, from Mohenjo-Daro, weaving a shawl with trefoil pattern. It is 
made from stone. 
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• The bronze dancing girl at Mohenjo-Daro is perhaps the greatest surviving achievement of the metal 
work of the Harappan age. It is made from Bronze and is cast in the cire perdue or lost-wax process. 

• Mother Goddess and Toy carts built from terracotta. These were made using the 'pinching method'. 
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2. Consider following statements regarding the temples of South India: 

1. Shore temple of Mahabalipuram is one of the oldest rock cut temple belonging to the 
Pallavi school. 

2. Virupksha temple at Hampi is known for its musical pillars 

3. Airavatesvara Temple at Darasuram is a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. 2 only 

B. 1 and 3 only 

C. 3 only 

D. 1 and 2 only 

Answer-C 

Explanation 

Statements 1 and 2 are incorrect 

• Shore temple of Mahabalipuram is a structural temple and musical pillars are present in Vitthalaswamy 
temple, Hampi. 

Additional Information 

• Temple architecture in South India began under the Pallavi’s in early 7th century AD 

• Under them, earliest temples were rock cut temples. E.g. Panchratha temple at Mahabalipuram. 

• Later structural temples were built such as Kailash Nath temple at Kanchipuram and Shore temple at 
Mahabalipuram. 

 
• Another important school was Vijayanagar a school:  

• Some of the most important temples of Vijayanagar a school are Virupksha temple at Hampi 
which is dedicated to lord Shiva. 
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• Another temple Vitthalaswamy temple, Hampi is famous for its musical pillars. Its 56 pillars are 

also known as SAREGAMA pillars.  

 
• Another important school was Vijayanagara school:  

• Some of the most important temples of Vijayanagara school are Virupksha temple at Hampi 
which is dedicated to lord Shiva. 

• Another temple Vitthalaswamy temple, Hampi is famous for its musical pillars. Its 56 pillars are 

also known as SAREGAMA pillars.  

• The 3 temples belonging to Chola School i.e.  

• Airavatesvara Temple in Darasuram (Thanjavur District), 

• Brihadeswara Temple at Thanjavur and  

• Gangaikondacholisvaram Temple at Gangaikonda Cholapuram are included under UNESCO 
World Heritage Sites and are collectively referred to as the 'Great Living Chola Temples'. 
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3. Consider following statements regarding various schools of sculptures developed in 
ancient India 

1. Mathura school didn’t have any major foreign influence 

2. Gandhara School used white marble. 

3. Amravati School was patronized by Sat vahana rulers. 

4. Gandhara School had major influences from all three religions of the time, i.e. Hinduism, 
Jainism and Buddhism. 

Which of the above statements are correct?  

A. 1 and 3 only 

B. 2, 3 and 4 only 

C. 1 and 4 only 

D. All of the above. 

Answer-A 

Explanation 

Statement 2 and 4 are incorrect 

• Gandhara School used bluish-grey sandstone and it was under influence mainly of only Buddhism. 

Additional Information 

Gandhara School 

• Heavy influence of Greek or Hellenistic sculpture, so it is also known as Indo Greek art. 

• Early Gandhara School used bluish-grey sandstone while the later period saw the use of mud and 
stucco. 

• Mainly Buddhist imagery, influenced by the GrecoRoman pantheon. 

• Patronised by Kushana rulers. 

Mathura School 

• It was developed indigenously and not influenced by external cultures. 

• The sculptures of Mathura School were made using spotted red sandstone with influence of all three 
religions of the time, i.e. Hinduism, Jainism and Buddhism. 

• Patronised by Kushana rulers. 

Amravati School 

• It was developed indigenously and not influenced by external cultures. 

• The sculptures of Amaravati School were made using white marbles. 

• Developed at Amravati, on the banks of the Krishna River in modern Andhra Pradesh. 

• Mainly Buddhist influence. 

• Patronised by Satvahana rulers. 
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4. Consider following statements regarding the Indo-Islamic architecture 

1. Tarbert style of architecture gained prominence in this period. 

2. Mortar was used as a cementing agent in their constructions. 

3. It avoided the use of human and animal figures. 

4. Arabesque method was also used for decoration. 

Which of the above statements are correct? 

A. 1, 2 and 4 only 

B. 2, 3 and 4 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. All of the above 

Answer-B 

Explanation 

Statement 1 is incorrect 

• The use of arch and domes gained prominence during this period. It was known as ‘arcuade’ style of 
architecture and replaced the traditional Trabeat style of architecture (it involves use of ‘lintels’).  

Additional Information 

• The Islamic rulers introduced the use of minars around the mosques and the mausoleums. 

• Mortar was used as a cementing agent in their constructions. 

• The Indo-Islamic architecture avoided the use of human and animal figures. 

• While the Hindu architecture had become too congested, the Indo Islamic architecture introduced 
spaciousness, massiveness and breadth to it. 

• While the previous structures used sculptures as means of decoration, the Indo-Islamic architecture 
used calligraphy as means of decoration. 

• Arabesque method was also used for decoration. 

• Arabesque meant the use of geometrical vegetal ornamentation and was characterised by a continuous 
stem which split regularly, producing a series of counterpoised, leafy, secondary stems.  

• The secondary stems, in turn, split again or returned to merge with the main stem creating a decorative 
pattern.  
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5. ‘Ras' and 'Sankirtana' are popular forms of which of the following classical dances? 

A. Manipuri 

B. Sattriya 

C. Kathak 

D. Kathakali 

Answer-A 

Explanation 

Statement A is correct. 

• Manipur dance has a large repertoire, however, the most popular forms are the Ras, the Sankaran and 
the Thang-Ta. 

Additional Information 

• Manipuri, one of the main styles of Indian Art or Classical Dances originated in the picturesque and 
secluded state of Manipur in the north-eastern corner of India. 

• The dance in Manipur is associated with rituals and traditional festivals, there are legendary references 
to the dances of Shiva and Parvati and other gods and goddesses who created the universe. 

• Manipur dance has a large repertoire, however, the most popular forms are the Ras, the Sankirtana and 
the Thang-Ta. 

• There are five principal Ras dances of which four are linked with specific seasons, while the fifth can be 
presented at any time of the year.  

• The traditional Manipuri Raas Lila is performed in three styles – Tal Rasak, Danda Rasak and Mandal 
Rasak. 

• In Manipuri Ras, the main characters are Radha, Krishna and the Gopi.  

• The Kirtan form of congregational singing accompanies the dance which is known as Sankirtana in 
Manipur.  

• The martial dancers of Manipur - the Thang-ta - have their origins in the days when man's survival 
depended on his ability to defend himself from wild animals. 
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Day 42 – Polity 

1. Which of the following pairs of Constitutional Amendment Acts and the provision of 
these acts are correctly matched? 

1. 102nd  Constitutional Amendment: 10% reservation for Economically Weaker Section. 

2. 103rd  Constitutional Amendment: Constitutional status to National Commission for 
Backward Classes. 

3. 104th Constitutional Amendment: To extend the reservation of seats for SCs and STs in 
the Lok Sabha and States Assemblies. 

Select the correct option from the codes mentioned below: 

A. 1 and 2 

B. 1, 2, and 3 

C. 1 and 3 

D. Only 3 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Consider the following statements: 

1. The Indian council act of 1861 made a beginning of representative institutions by 
associating Indians with the law making process. 

2. ‘Dyarchy’ and ‘Bicameralism’ were introduced for the first time by Morley-Minto 
reforms of 1909. 

3. System of communal representation for Muslims was introduced by Government of 
India act of 1919. 

Which of the above given statements is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 2 only 

D. 1 and 3 only 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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3. In India, the term ‘Republic’ in our Preamble indicates that  

A. India has an elected CEO as Prime  Minister. 

B. The possession of supreme power by the people. 

C. India is neither a dependency nor a dominion of any other nation. 

D. India has an elected head called the president. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Consider the following statements regarding Council of Ministers: 

1. Article 74 deals with the status of the council of ministers. 

2. The total number of ministers in the Council of Ministers shall not exceed 15% of the total 
strength of the Lok Sabha. 

3. Rights of Ministers are mentioned in Article 88. 

Which of the above statements is/ are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. 3 only 

D. All of the above. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Consider the following statements regarding Pre 1947 Constitutional Acts: 

1. Regulating Act of 1773 was the first step taken by the British Government to control and 
regulate the affairs of the East India Company in India. 

2. Pitt's India Act of 1784 distinguished between the commercial and political functions of 
the Company. 

Which of the above statements is/ are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. None of the above. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

1. Which of the following pairs of Constitutional Amendment Acts and the provision of 
these acts are correctly matched? 

1. 102nd  Constitutional Amendment: 10% reservation for Economically Weaker Section. 

2. 103rd Constitutional Amendment: Constitutional status to National Commission for 
Backward Classes. 

3. 104th Constitutional Amendment: To extend the reservation of seats for SCs and STs in 
the Lok Sabha and States Assemblies. 

Select the correct option from the codes mentioned below: 

A. 1 and 2 

B. 1, 2, and 3 

C. 1 and 3 

D. Only 3 

Answer-D 

Explanation 
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2. Consider the following statements: 

1. The Indian council act of 1861 made a beginning of representative institutions by 
associating Indians with the law making process. 

2. ‘Dyarchy’ and ‘Bicameralism’ were introduced for the first time by Morley-Minto 
reforms of 1909. 

3. System of communal representation for Muslims was introduced by Government of 
India act of 1919. 

Which of the above given statements is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 2 only 

D. 1 and 3 only 

Answer-A 

Explanation 

• Statement 2 is incorrect : ‘Dyarchy’ and ‘Bicameralism’ were introduced for the first time by Montagu- 
Chelmsford Reforms 1919. 

• Statement 3 is incorrect : System of communal representation for Muslims was introduced by 
Government of India act of 1909. 

Additional Info 

• The Indian council act of 1861 made a beginning of representative institutions by associating Indians 
with the law-making process. It thus provided that the viceroy should nominate some Indians as non-
official members of his expanded council. 

• In 1862, Lord Canning, the then viceroy, nominated three Indians to his legislative council—the Raja of 
Benaras, the Maharaja of Patiala and Sir Dinkar Rao. So, statement 1 is correct. 

• Montagu- Chelmsford Reforms of 1919 further divided the provincial subjects into two parts—
transferred and reserved. The transferred subjects were to be administered by the governor with the 
aid of ministers responsible to the legislative Council. 

• The reserved subjects, on the other hand, were to be administered by the governor and his executive 
council without being responsible to the legislative Council. This dual scheme of governance was 
known as ‘dyarchy’—a term derived from the Greek word di-arche which means double rule. However, 
this experiment was largely unsuccessful. It introduced, for the first time, bicameralism and direct 
elections in the country. So statement 2 is not correct. 

• Indian Councils Act 1909 introduced a system of communal representation for Muslims by accepting 
the concept of ‘separate electorate’. 

• Under this, the Muslim members were to be elected only by Muslim voters. Thus, the Act ‘legalised 
communalism’ and Lord Minto came to be known as the Father of Communal Electorate. So, statement 
3 is not correct. 

  

http://t.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com/


3. In India, the term ‘Republic’ in our Preamble indicates that  

A. India has an elected CEO as Prime  Minister. 

B. The possession of supreme power by the people. 

C. India is neither a dependency nor a dominion of any other nation. 

D. India has an elected head called the president. 

Answer-D 

Explanations 

• Option D is correct. India has an elected head called the president. 

Additional Info 

• A democratic polity can be classified into two categories– monarchy and republic. 

• In a monarchy, the head of the state (usually king or queen) enjoys a hereditary position, that is, he 
comes into office through succession, e.g., Britain. 

• In a republic, on the other hand, the head of the state is always elected directly or indirectly for a fixed 
period, e.g., USA. 

• Therefore, the term ‘republic’ in our Preamble indicates that India has an elected head called the 
president. 

• He is elected indirectly for a fixed period of five years. 
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4. Consider the following statements regarding Council of Ministers: 

1. Article 74 deals with the status of the council of ministers. 

2. The total number of ministers in the Council of Ministers shall not exceed 15% of the total 
strength of the Lok Sabha. 

3. Rights of Ministers are mentioned in Article 88. 

Which of the above statements is/ are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. 3 only 

D. All of the above. 

Answer-D 

Explanation 

• All the statements are correct. 

Additional Information 

• The principles of parliamentary system of government are not detailed in the Constitution, but two 
Articles (74 and 75) deal with them in a broad and general manner. 

• Article 74 deals with the status of the council of ministers while Article 75 deals with the appointment, 
tenure, responsibility, qualification, oath and salaries and allowances of the ministers. 

• Article 88 states that every minister shall have the right to speak and take part in the proceedings of 
either House, any joint sitting of the Houses and any Committee of Parliament of which he may be 
named a member. But he shall not be entitled to vote. 

• The total number of ministers, including the Prime Minister, in the Council of Ministers shall not exceed 
15% of the total strength of the Lok Sabha. 

• The above provision was added by the 91st Amendment Act of 2003.  

• There shall be a Council of Ministers with the Prime Minister at the head to aid and advise the President 
who shall, in the exercise of his functions, act in accordance with such advice. 

• However, the President may require the Council of Ministers to reconsider such advice and the 
President shall act in accordance with the advice tendered after such reconsideration. 
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5. Consider the following statements regarding Pre 1947 Constitutional Acts: 

1. Regulating Act of 1773 was the first step taken by the British Government to control and 
regulate the affairs of the East India Company in India. 

2. Pitt's India Act of 1784 distinguished between the commercial and political functions of 
the Company. 

Which of the above statements is/ are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. None of the above. 

Answer-C 

Explanation 

Both statements are correct. 

• Regulating Act of 1773 is of great constitutional importance as 

• It was the first step taken by the British government to control and regulate the affairs of the 
East India company in India; 

• It recognized, for the first time, the political and administrative functions of the company; and 

• It laid the foundations of central administration in India. 

Additional Information: 

In a bid to rectify the defects of the Regulating Act of 1773, the British Parliament passed the Amending Act of 
1781, also known as the Act of Settlement.  

• The next important act was the Pitt’s India Act of 1784. 

• It distinguished between the commercial and political functions of the Company. 

• It allowed the Court of Directors to manage the commercial affairs but created a new body called 
Board of Control to manage the political affairs.  

• Thus, it established a system of double government. 
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Day 43 – Economy 

1. Consider the following statements regarding Hybrid Annuity Model (HAM) 

1. It was introduced in 2016 essentially for road infrastructure projects. 

2. It helps by distributing the risk between developers and the government. 

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. None of the above. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Primary deficit is 

A. Difference between revenue receipts on tax and non-tax sides 

B. Difference between what the government earns and it's total expenditure 

C. Borrowings made from the RBI through printing fresh currency 

D. Difference between Fiscal deficit and interest payments 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Kuznets curve is used to explain which of the following? 

A. Relationship between economic inequality against income per capita. 

B. Relationship between rates of taxation and resulting levels of government revenue. 

C. Relationship between household expenditure on particular good and household income. 

D. Relationship between unemployment and inflation. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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4. Consider the following statements with regard to Central Issue Price (CIP) in India 

1. It is the price at which central government issues food grains to state governments and 
UTs.  

2. It will be more than the economic cost of food grains incurred by the Central 
Government. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Which of the following statements is/are correct in the context of Small Finance Banks 
(SFBs)? 

1. SFBs are exempted from requirement of maintenance of Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR) and 
Statutory Liquidity Ratio (SLR). 

2. SFBs can undertake acceptance of deposits as well as lending activities. 

Select the correct option from the codes given below. 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

1. Consider the following statements regarding Hybrid Annuity Model (HAM) 

1. It was introduced in 2016 essentially for road infrastructure projects. 

2. It helps by distributing the risk between developers and the government. 

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. None of the above. 

Answer-D 

Explanation 

• Both statements are correct. 

Additional Information 

• In financial terminology hybrid annuity means that the government makes payment in a fixed amount 
for a considerable period and then in a variable amount in the remaining period. This hybrid type of 
payment method is called HAM in the technical parlance. 

• Hybrid Annuity Model (HAM) has been introduced by the Government to revive PPP (Public Private 
Partnership) in highway construction in India. 

• At present, three different models – PPP Annuity, PPP Toll and EPC (Engineering, Procurement and 
Construction) were followed by the government while adopting private sector participation. 

• Launch of the new model is due to many problems encountered as associated with the existing ones. 
Large number of stalled projects are blocking infrastructure projects and at the same time adding to 
Non- Performing Assets (NPAs) of the banking system. In this context, the government has introduced 
Hybrid Annuity Model (HAM) to rejuvenate PPP. 

• Advantage of HAM is that it gives enough liquidity to the developer and the financial risk is shared by 
the government. 

• While the private partner continues to bear the construction and maintenance risks as in the case of 
BOT (toll) model, he is required only to partly bear the financing risk. Government’s policy is that the 
HAM will be used in stalled projects where other models are not applicable. 
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2. Primary deficit is 

A. Difference between revenue receipts on tax and non-tax sides 

B. Difference between what the government earns and it's total expenditure 

C. Borrowings made from the RBI through printing fresh currency 

D. Difference between Fiscal deficit and interest payments 

Answer-D 

Explanation 

• Primary deficit is the difference between fiscal deficit and interest payments. 

Additional Information 

• Primary deficit refers to the difference between the current year's fiscal deficit and interest payment on 
previous borrowings. 

• It indicates the borrowing requirements of the government, excluding interest. 

• It also shows how much of the government's expenses, other than interest payment, can be met through 
borrowings. 

• A revenue deficit shows a shortage of funds with the government  to maintain its day-to-day affairs. 

• When total revenue expenditure exceeds total revenue receipts it leads to a revenue deficit. 
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3. Kuznets curve is used to explain which of the following? 

A. Relationship between economic inequality against income per capita. 

B. Relationship between rates of taxation and resulting levels of government revenue. 

C. Relationship between household expenditure on particular good and household income. 

D. Relationship between unemployment and inflation. 

Answer-A 

Explanation 

• Statement A is correct. 

Additional Information 

• The Kuznets curve is a hypothetical curve that graphs economic inequality against income per capita 
over the course of economic development. 

• Simon Kuznets hypothesized that as an economy develops, market forces first increase then decrease 
the overall economic inequality of the society. 

• It is illustrated by the inverted U- shape of the Kuznets curve.  

• The environmental Kuznets curve is a hypothesized relationship between environmental quality and 
economic development. 

• Various indicators of environmental degradation tend to get worse as  modern economic growth occurs 
until average income reaches a certain point over the course of development. 

Kuznets curve  
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4. Consider the following statements with regard to Central Issue Price (CIP) in India 

1. It is the price at which central government issues food grains to state governments and 
UTs.  

2. It will be more than the economic cost of food grains incurred by the Central 
Government. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer-A 

Explanation 

• Statement 2 is incorrect. CIP will be less than the economic cost of food grains.  

Additional Information 

• CIP is the price at which central government issues food grains to state governments and UTs. 

• CIP will be much less than the economic cost incurred by the Central Government by way of 
procurement, storage, transport and distribution. 

• The difference between the economic cost and the CIP, called the consumer subsidy, is borne by the 
Central Government through its annual budget. 

  

http://t.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com/


5. Which of the following statements is/are correct in the context of Small Finance Banks 
(SFBs)? 

1. SFBs are exempted from requirement of maintenance of Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR) and 
Statutory Liquidity Ratio (SLR). 

2. SFBs can undertake acceptance of deposits as well as lending activities. 

Select the correct option from the codes given below. 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer-B 

Explanation 

• Statement 1 is incorrect: They are subject to all prudential norms and regulations of RBI as applicable 
to existing commercial banks like maintenance of Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR) and Statutory Liquidity 
Ratio (SLR). 

Additional Info 

• The Small Finance Banks (SFB) are private financial institutions intended to further the objective of 
financial inclusion. 

• They primarily provide basic banking activities of acceptance of deposits and lending to un-served and 
underserved sections including small business units, small and marginal farmers, micro and small 
industries and unorganized sector entities, but without any restriction in the area of operations, unlike 
Regional Rural Banks or Local Area Banks. 

• SFBs are full fledged banks in contrast to payments banks created around the same time. 

• They are subject to all prudential norms and regulations of RBI as applicable  to existing commercial 
banks like maintenance of Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR) and Statutory Liquidity Ratio (SLR). 

• The target group of SFBs are similar to that of Local Area Banks. They are required to extend 75 per cent 
of its Adjusted Net Bank Credit (ANBC) to the sectors eligible for classification as priority sector lending  
(PSL) by the Reserve Bank.  

• At least 50 per cent of its loan portfolio should constitute loans and advances of upto Rs. 25 lakh. 
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Day 44 – Environment 

1. Which one of the following is Not a site for in-situ method of conservation of flora? 

A. Biosphere Reserves 

B. Botanical Garden 

C. National Park 

D. Wildlife Sanctuary 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. The Himalayan Range is very rich in species diversity. Which one among the following is 
the most appropriate reason for this phenomenon? 

A. It has a high rainfall that supports luxuriant vegetative growth. 

B. Exotic and invasive species have not been introduced in this region. 

C. It is a confluence of different bio geographical zones. 

D. It has less human interference. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Consider the following statements regarding Wildlife Protection Act (WPA), 1972: 

1. Wildlife Protection Act (WPA), 1972 consists of 6 schedule lists, which give varying 
degrees of protection. 

2. Poaching, smuggling and illegal trade of animals listed Schedule 1 to schedule 4 are 
prohibited. 

3. Cultivation, Collection, extraction, trade, etc. of Plants and its derivatives listed in 
schedule 6 are prohibited. 

Which of the above statements is/ are not correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 3 only 

C. 2 only 

D. None of the above. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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4. Consider the following statements regarding Greenhouse Effect: 

1. The greenhouse effect is a naturally occurring phenomenon. 

2. Human-generated greenhouse gas emissions upset the natural balance and lead to 
increased warmth. 

Which of the above statements is/ are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. None of the above. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Which of the following is/are mandated by the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)? 

1. Involvement of locals with traditional knowledge in conservation efforts. 

2. Equitable sharing of benefits arising from the utilization of traditional knowledge with 
the locals. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

1. Which one of the following is Not a site for in-situ method of conservation of flora? 

A. Biosphere Reserves 

B. Botanical Garden 

C. National Park 

D. Wildlife Sanctuary 

Answer-B 

Explanation 

• Botanical Garden is an ex-situ method of conservation of flora. 

Additional Information 

• Ex-situ conservation means the conservation of species outside their natural habitats. It involves the 
transfer of genetic material away from the location where it is found. 

• Botanical gardens, zoological parks, seed banks, cryopreservation, field gene banks, etc. are examples 
of it. 

• In situ conservation means the conservation of ecosystems and natural habitats and the maintenance 
and recovery of viable populations of species in their natural surroundings and, in the case of 
domesticates or cultivated species, in the surroundings where they have developed their distinctive 
properties. 

• Examples; national parks, sanctuaries, natural reserves, reserves of the biosphere, sacred grooves, etc. 
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2. The Himalayan Range is very rich in species diversity. Which one among the following is 
the most appropriate reason for this phenomenon? 

A. It has a high rainfall that supports luxuriant vegetative growth. 

B. Exotic and invasive species have not been introduced in this region. 

C. It is a confluence of different bio geographical zones. 

D. It has less human interference. 

Answer-C 

Explanation 

Additional Information 

• The Himalayas, or Himalaya, is a mountain range in Asia isolating the fields of the Indian subcontinent 
from the Tibetan Plateau. The reach has a significant number of Earth's most elevated pinnacles, 
including the most elevated, Mount Everest, at the outskirts among Nepal and China. The Himalayas 
incorporate more than fifty mountains surpassing 7,200 m (23,600 ft) in rising, including ten of the 
fourteen 8,000-meter tops. 

• Conversely, the most elevated top external Asia (Aconcagua, in the Andes) is 6,961 m (22,838 ft) tall. Its 
western anchor, Nanga Parbat, lies only south of the northernmost twist of the Indus stream. The 
Himalayan reach is verged on the northwest by the Karakoram and the Hindu Kush ranges. Toward 
the north, the chain is isolated from the Tibetan Plateau by a 50–60 km (31–37 mi) wide structural valley 
called the Indus-Tsang Po Suture. Towards the south, the bend of the Himalaya is ringed by the 
exceptionally low Indo-Gangetic Plain. The biogeographic arrangement of India is the division of India 
as indicated by biogeographic attributes. 

• Biogeography is the investigation of the conveyance of species (science), creatures, and environments 
in geographic space and through topographical time. India has a rich legacy of characteristic variety. 
India positions fourth in Asia and tenth on the planet among the best 17 super different nations on the 
planet. India harbors almost 11% of the world's botanical variety including more than 17500 recorded 
blossoming plants, 6200 endemic species, 7500 therapeutic plants, and 246 universally undermined 
species in just 2.4%of the world's territory zone. 

• India is likewise home to four biodiversity hotspots—Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Eastern 
Himalaya, Indo-Burma district, and the Western Ghats. It is a conversion of various bio-geological 
zones. The Himalayan Range is extremely wealthy in species variety given the whole Himalayan area 
is different bio-topographically. 
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3. Consider the following statements regarding Wildlife Protection Act (WPA), 1972: 

1. Wildlife Protection Act (WPA), 1972 consists of 6 schedule lists, which give varying 
degrees of protection. 

2. Poaching, smuggling and illegal trade of animals listed Schedule 1 to schedule 4 are 
prohibited. 

3. Cultivation, Collection, extraction, trade, etc. of Plants and its derivatives listed in 
schedule 6 are prohibited. 

Which of the above statements is/ are not correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 3 only 

C. 2 only 

D. None of the above 

Answer-D 

Explanation 

• All the statements are correct. 

Additional Information  

• Animals listed in schedule 1 and part II of schedule 2 have absolute protection - offences under these 
are prescribed the highest penalties. 

• Examples of animals listed in schedule 1 are lion tailed macaque, rhinoceros, great Indian bustard, 
narcoma hornbill, Nico bar megapode, black buck, etc. 

• Animals listed in schedule 3 and schedule 4 are also protected, but the penalties are lower compared to 
schedule 1 and part 2 of schedule 2. 

• Cultivation, Collection, extraction, trade, etc. of Plants and its derivatives listed in schedule 6 are 
prohibited. 

• Red Vanda, blue Vanda, kuth, pitcher plant, bed domes cycad and ladies slipper orchid are the list of 
plants listed in schedule 6. 
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4. Consider the following statements regarding Greenhouse Effect: 

1. The greenhouse effect is a naturally occurring phenomenon. 

2. Human-generated greenhouse gas emissions upset the natural balance and lead to 
increased warmth. 

Which of the above statements is/ are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. None of the above. 

Answer-C 

Explanation 

• Both statements are correct. 

Additional Information 

• The greenhouse effect is a naturally occurring phenomenon that blankets the earth lower atmosphere 
and warms it, maintaining the temperature suitable for living things to survive. 

• Greenhouse gases play an important role in the balance of Earth’s cooling and warming. 

• According to one estimate, in the absence of naturally occurring green house effect, the average 
temperature of the earth surface would be -19°C instead of present value of 15°C and the earth would 
be a frozen lifeless planet. 

• The greenhouse effect is a process (similar to green house) caused by greenhouse gases, which occur 
naturally in the atmosphere. This process plays a crucial role in warming the Earth’s surface, making it 
habitable. However, human-generated greenhouse gas emissions upset the natural balance and lead to 
increased warmth. 
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5. Which of the following is/are mandated by the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)? 

1. Involvement of locals with traditional knowledge in conservation efforts. 

2. Equitable sharing of benefits arising from the utilization of traditional knowledge with 
the locals. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer-C 

Explanation 

• Both statements are correct. 

Additional Information 

• In the context of CBD, "Traditional knowledge" is employed to mean knowledge, innovations and 
practices of indigenous and local communities embodying traditional lifestyles relevant for the 
conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity. 

• Each state must respect, preserve and maintain knowledge, innovations and practices of indigenous 
and local communities embodying traditional lifestyles relevant for the conservation and sustainable 
use of biological diversity. 

• They should also promote their wider application with the approval and involvement of the holders of 
such knowledge, innovations and practices and encourage the equitable sharing of the benefits arising 
from the utilization of such knowledge innovations and practices. 
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Day 45 – International Relations 

1. Consider the following statements about the Open Skies Treaty 

1. The treaty established an aerial surveillance system for its participants. 

2. India is a founding member of the treaty. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. World Happiness Report 2021 is released by which of the following organizations? 

A. Institute for Sustainable Development and International Relations. 

B. International Institute for Sustainable Development. 

C. UN- Sustainable Development Solutions Network (UN-SDSN). 

D. UN- Global Compact. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Consider the following statements with respect to Raisina Dialogue, 2021 

1. It is India’s informal strategic dialogue with the United States, Japan, Australia and India. 

2. The theme for the 2021 Edition is Viral World: Outbreaks, Outliers and Out of Control. 

3. It will be jointly organized by the Ministry of External Affairs and the Observer Research 
Foundation (ORF).  

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct? 

A. 2 only 

B. 3 only 

C. 2 and 3 only 

D. None of the above  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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4. Consider the following statements about non-permanent members of UN security council 

1. India was elected for the first time as member of UN security council in the year 2020. 

2. Non-permanent members of UN are elected for term of 2 years. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. None 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Which of the following statement about International Criminal Court are true? 

1. ICC is not part of UN 6 principal organs. 

2. It is head quartered in Hague and was created by Rome statue. 

3. It has police force of its own to track down suspects. 

4. India is one of 123 countries which has ratified and is part of ICC. 

Choose the correct code from below: 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1, 2 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2, 3 and 4 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

1. Consider the following statements about the Open Skies Treaty 

1. The treaty established an aerial surveillance system for its participants. 

2. India is a founding member of the treaty. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: - A 

Explanation 

• Statement 1 is correct: It is an agreement that allows its 34 signatories countries to monitor arm 
development by conducting surveillance flights (unarmed) over each other’s territories. Therefore, the 
treaty established an aerial surveillance system for its participants. 

• Statement 2 is incorrect: India is not a member of this treaty. 

News 

• Recently, the United States of America (USA) has announced that it will exit the Open Skies Treaty 
(OST) due to continuous violation of the treaty by Russia and changes in the security environment. 
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2. World Happiness Report 2021 is released by which of the following organizations? 

A. Institute for Sustainable Development and International Relations. 

B. International Institute for Sustainable Development. 

C. UN- Sustainable Development Solutions Network (UN-SDSN). 

D. UN- Global Compact. 

Answer: - C 

Explanation 

Statement c is correct 

• It is published by the United Nations Sustainable Development Solutions Network (UN-SDSN). 

• It is powered by data from the Gallup World Poll and Lloyd’s Register Foundation. 

• It ranks the world's 149 countries on "how happy their citizens perceive themselves to be".  

• According to the recently published report Finland has been ranked as the happiest country in the 
world. 

• It is followed by Iceland, Denmark, Switzerland, The Netherlands, Sweden, Germany and Norway. 

• India’s ranking has been improved to 139 as compared to 144 in 2020 and 140 in 2019. 

• The United States ranks at 19th place for happiness, despite being one of the richest countries in the 
world.  
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3. Consider the following statements with respect to Raisina Dialogue, 2021 

1. It is India’s informal strategic dialogue with the United States, Japan, Australia and India. 

2. The theme for the 2021 Edition is Viral World: Outbreaks, Outliers and Out of Control. 

3. It will be jointly organized by the Ministry of External Affairs and the Observer Research 
Foundation (ORF).  

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct? 

A. 2 only 

B. 3 only 

C. 2 and 3 only 

D. None of the above  

Answer: - C 

Explanation 

• The 6th Edition of the prestigious Raisina Dialogue was inaugurated recently. 

• Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi delivered a video address at the Inaugural Session of the Raisina 
Dialogue in virtual format, along with Chief Guests H.E. Paul Kagame, President of Rwanda and H.E. 
Mette Frederiksen, Prime Minister of Denmark. 

Statement 2 is correct 

• The theme for the 2021 Edition is Viral World: Outbreaks, Outliers and Out of Control. 

• It is India’s premier conference on geopolitics and geoeconomics committed to addressing the most 
challenging issues facing the global community. 

• Every year, leaders in politics, business, media, and civil society converge in New Delhi to discuss the 
state of the world and explore opportunities for cooperation on a wide range of contemporary matters. 

Statement 3 is correct 

• The conference is hosted by the Observer Research Foundation in partnership with the Ministry of 
External Affairs, Government of India. 
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4. Consider the following statements about non-permanent members of UN security council 

1. India was elected for the first time as member of UN security council in the year 2020. 

2. Non-permanent members of UN are elected for term of 2 years. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. None 

Answer: - B 

Explanation 

Statement 1 is incorrect 

• India has been elected as a nonpermanent member of the Council for the following years: 1950- 1951, 
1967- 1968, 1972-1973, 1977-1978, 1984- 1985, 1991-1992 and 2011-2012.  

Composition of UNSC. 

• Five permanent members: China, France, Russian Federation, the United Kingdom, and the United 
States – who enjoy Veto power. 

• Ten non-permanent members elected by the General Assembly. 

• The non-permanent members are elected for two-year terms — so every year, the General Assembly 
elects five nonpermanent members out of the total 10. 

• Non-permanent member has to secure the votes of two-thirds of the members present and voting 
(secret ballot) at the General Assembly session — which is a minimum of 129 votes, if all 193 member 
states participate. 

• These 10 seats are distributed among the regions of the world: 

• Five seats for African and Asian countries; (3 are for Africa and 2 for Asia). 

• One for Eastern European countries;  

• Two for Latin American and Caribbean countries; and 

• Two for Western European and Other Countries. 

Also, there is an informal understanding between the Asia & Africa groups to reserve one seat for an Arab 
country. They take turns every two years to put up an Arab candidate.  

Functions and Powers of UNSC 

• To maintain international peace and security in accordance with the principles and purposes of the 
United Nations; 

• To investigate any dispute or situation which might lead to international friction; 

• To recommend methods of adjusting such disputes or the terms of settlement; 
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• To determine the existence of a threat to the peace or act of aggression and to recommend what action 
should be taken; 

• To take military action against an aggressor; 

• To call on Members to apply economic sanctions and other measures not involving the use of force to 
prevent or stop aggression; 

• To recommend the admission of new Members; 

• To exercise the trusteeship functions of the United Nations in “strategic areas”;  

• To recommend to the General Assembly the appointment of the Secretary-General and, together with 
the Assembly, to elect the Judges of the International Court of Justice.  

News 

• India elected at the chair of non permanent member of UNSC 
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5. Which of the following statement about International Criminal Court are true? 

1. ICC is not part of UN 6 principal organs. 

2. It is head quartered in Hague and was created by Rome statue. 

3. It has police force of its own to track down suspects. 

4. India is one of 123 countries which has ratified and is part of ICC. 

Choose the correct code from below: 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1, 2 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Answer: - A 

Explanation 

Statement 3 and 4 are incorrect. 

• India has not signed the treaty along with China, Pakistan, Indonesia and Turkey. 

About ICC 

• The International Criminal Court in The Hague has been part of the global justice system since 2002. 

• It was established by Rome Statute and has been ratified by 123 countries. Some countries, like the 
United States, have never joined due to concerns about ceding sovereignty to an international body. 

• A number of important countries seem determined not to submit to the jurisdiction of the ICC. Some 
have not even signed the treaty, such as China, India, Pakistan, Indonesia and Turkey. 

• Others, including Egypt, Iran, Israel and Russia, have signed but remain dubious and have not 
ratified. Only one Arab state has ratified so far - Jordan. 

• The International Criminal Court (ICC) investigates and, where warranted, tries individuals charged 
with the gravest crimes of concern to the international community: genocide, war crimes, crimes 
against humanity and the crime of aggression. 

• The ICC is meant to be a "court of last resort," a place to try dictators and other people who cannot be 
brought to justice domestically. As a court of last resort, it seeks to complement, not replace, national 
Courts. 

• The ICC is not part of the UN, but the two bodies have a cooperation agreement. 

• The court has automatic jurisdiction only for crimes committed on the territory of a state which has 
ratified the treaty; or by a citizen of such a state; or when the United Nations Security Council refers a 
case to it. 

• The court's first verdict, in March 2012, was against Thomas Lubanga, the leader of a militia in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo. 
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Criticism of ICC. 

• The ICC has been criticised, particularly by the African Union, for its focus on Africa. In the court's 
history it has only brought charges against black Africans. 

• Although, the ICC denies any bias, pointing to the fact that some cases - such as the LRA in Uganda - 
were self-referred by the country affected, and some were referred by the UN. 

• The ICC has no police force of its own to track down and arrest suspects. Instead it must rely on 
national police services to make arrests and seek their transfer to The Hague.  

• The case of Mr Bashir (Sudanese President against whom the court had issued arrest warrant - the 
first against a serving head of state) illustrates the problem this can present for the court. Several ICC 
signatory countries, including Chad and Kenya, have refused to co-operate in his arrest. 

News 

• US Sanctions against International Criminal court.  
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