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  Day 16 - Geography 

1. AMOC (Atlantic Meridional Overturning Circulation) is characterized by a northward 
flow of warm, salty water in the upper layers of the Atlantic, and a southward flow of colder, 
deep waters that are part of the thermohaline circulation.  What is the significance of the 
same? 

1) It  aids in distributing heat and energy around the earth. 

2) It acts as a carbon sink by absorbing and storing atmospheric carbon. 

3) Western Europe’s climate is less harsh even in winters because of AMOC. 

A. Only 1 and 2 

B. Only 2 and 3 

C. Only 1 and 3 

D. 1, 2 and 3  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. The term “Panamax” has been in news recently . Which of the following best describes 
the same : 

A. It is the phenomenon by which Panama Canal is flooded temporarily various times a 
year when the Red Sea tide rises. 

B. It refers to  documents contain personal financial information about wealthy 
individuals and public officials that had previously been kept private. 

C. It refers to the high winds in the Panama call that pushed the ship ‘Evergreen ‘ 
sideways, wedging it into both banks of the waterway last year. 

D. It is the term for the size limits for ships travelling through the Panama Canal.  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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3. Consider the following rivers :  (UPSC – 2015) 

1. Vamsadhara  

2. Indravati  

3. Pranahita  

4. Pennar  

Which of the above are tributaries of Godavari ?  

A. 1, 2 and 3  

B. 2, 3 and 4  

C.  1, 2 and 4  

D.  2 and 3 only 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Consider the following explanation : 

1. It is a tropical as well as a subtropical crop. It grows well in hot and humid climate with 
a temperature of 21°C to 27°C and an annual rainfall between 75cm. and 100cm. 
Irrigation is required in the regions of low rainfall. It can be grown on a variety of soils 
and needs manual labor from sowing to harvesting. 

Which of the suits the best for the above description : 

A. Wheat 

B. Sugarcane 

C. Millets 

D. Tea 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Which of the following is marked incorrectly? 

1. Jelep La : Connects Sikkim with Lhasa  

2. Bomdi-La : Connects Arunachal Pradesh with Lhasa  

3. Dihang pass : Connects Arunachal Pradesh with Myanmar 

4. Lipu Lekh : Connects Kullu, Spiti and Lahul 

A. Only 1 

B. Only 2 

C. Only 3 

D. Only 4  

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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1. AMOC (Atlantic Meridional Overturning Circulation) is characterized by a northward 
flow of warm, salty water in the upper layers of the Atlantic, and a southward flow of 
colder, deep waters that are part of the thermohaline circulation.  What is the significance 
of the same ? 

1) It  aids in distributing heat and energy around the earth. 

2) It acts as a carbon sink by absorbing and storing atmospheric carbon. 

3) Western Europe’s climate is less harsh even in winters because of AMOC. 

 

A. Only 1 and 2 

B. Only 2 and 3 

C. Only 1 and 3 

D. 1,2 and 3  

Answer: - D 

AMOC  

• The Atlantic meridional overturning circulation (AMOC) is the zonally integrated component of 
surface and deep currents in the Atlantic Ocean. 

•  It is characterized by a northward flow of warm, salty water in the upper layers of the Atlantic, and a 
southward flow of colder, deep waters that are part of the thermohaline circulation.  

Significance 

• It plays a critical role in redistributing heat and regulating weather patterns around the world. 

• Western Europe’s climate is less harsh even in winters because of AMOC (Gulf Stream, North Atlantic 
Drift). 

• It acts as a carbon sink by absorbing and storing atmospheric carbon. 

• AMOC’s carbon sequestration has significant implications for evolution of anthropogenic global 
warming. 

What if the AMOC collapsed? 

• If the AMOC collapsed, it would increase cooling of the Northern Hemisphere, sea level rise in the 
Atlantic, an overall fall in precipitation over Europe and North America and a shift in monsoons in 
South America and Africa. 
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2. The term “Panamax” has been in news recently . Which of the following best describes 
the same : 

A. It is the phenomenon by which Panama Canal is flooded temporarily various times a 
year when the Red Sea tide rises. 

B. It refers to  documents contain personal financial information about wealthy 
individuals and public officials that had previously been kept private. 

C. It refers to the high winds in  the Panama call that pushed the ship ‘Evergreen ‘ 
sideways, wedging it into both banks of the waterway this year. 

D. It is the term for the size limits for ships travelling through the Panama Canal.  

Answer: - D 

Panamax 

• As the name suggests, Panamax vessel is the largest size of the vessel that can transit the Panama 
Canal. Now with the expansion of the Panama Canal, there is new term for size of the ship, which is 
called "new Panamax". 

  

http://t.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com/


3. Consider the following rivers :  (UPSC – 2015) 

1. 1. Vamsadhara  

2. 2. Indravati  

3. 3. Pranahita  

4. 4. Pennar  

Which of the above are tributaries of Godavari ?  

A. 1, 2 and 3  

B. 2, 3 and 4  

C.  1, 2 and 4  

D.  2 and 3 only 

Answer: - D 

The Penganga, the Indravati, the Pranhita, and the Manjra are principal tributaries of the 
Godavari .  
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4. Consider the following explanation : 

1. It is a tropical as well as a subtropical crop. It grows well in hot and humid climate with 
a temperature of 21°C to 27°C and an annual rainfall between 75cm. and 100cm. 
Irrigation is required in the regions of low rainfall. It can be grown on a variety of soils 
and needs manual labor from sowing to harvesting. 

Which of the suits the best for the above description : 

A. Wheat 

B. Sugarcane 

C. Millets 

D. Tea 

 Answer: - B 

Sugarcane 

 It is a tropical as well as a subtropical crop. It grows well in hot and humid climate with a temperature of 
21°C to 27°C and an annual rainfall between 75cm. and 100cm. Irrigation is required in the regions of low 
rainfall. It can be grown on a variety of soils and needs manual labor from sowing to harvesting(Planting, 
tending ,and harvesting sugar cane is labor intensive) . It is a long maturing crop planted between February 
and April. Harvesting begins in October and November. 

Additional Info 

Sugar Mills shifting to South India : 

Sugarcane in North India is of the sub-tropical variety and has low sugar content.  Also sugar factories have 
to remain shut in winter seasons in North India.  Also, sugarcane juice begins to dry up because of the long 
dry season in north India.  

Sugarcane in South India is of the tropical variety and high sugar content and high yield. 
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5. Which of the following is marked incorrectly? 

1. Jelep La : Connects Sikkim with Lhasa  

2. Bomdi-La : Connects Arunachal Pradesh with Lhasa  

3. Dihang pass : Connects Arunachal Pradesh with Myanmar 

4. Lipu Lekh : Connects Kullu, Spiti and Lahul 

 

A. Only 1 

B. Only 2 

C. Only 3 

D. Only 4  

Answer: - D 

1) Jelep La : Connects Sikkim with Lhasa  

2) Bomdi-La : Connects Arunachal Pradesh with Lhasa  

3) Dihang pass : Connects Arunachal Pradesh with Myanmar 

4) Lipu Lekh : Connects Uttarakhand with Tibet 

5)  Rohtang Pass : Connects Kullu, Spiti and Lahul 
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Day 17 - History 

1. Based on following statements identify the monument . 

1. Built in the 13th century, conceived as a gigantic chariot of the Sun God, with 12 pairs of 
exquisitely ornamented wheels pulled by seven horses. 

2. Built by King Narasimhadeva I, the great ruler of Ganga dynasty. 

3. It was included in UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1984 for its architectural greatness 
and also for the sophistication and abundance of sculptural work. 

Choose the correct Option -  

A. Jagannath Puri 

B. Lingaraj Temple 

C. Konark Temple 

D. Lalitgiri 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Which of the following statements are correct about Sahitya Akademi Award? 

1. Established in 1944, It is a cultural honour that is conferred biannually by Sahitya 
Akademi, India’s National Academy of letters. 

2. Indian film-maker Satyajit Ray is the designer of the plaque awarded by the Sahitya 
Akademi. 

Choose the correct answer -  

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor2 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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3. Which of the following statements are correct about Bamiyan Buddhas ? 

1. It is also called Greco-Buddhist art, showing influences of the Hellenistic styles of 
classical Greek sculptures. 

2. It is situated in the high mountains of Hindkush Range in Pakistan. 

3. They were called by the locals Salsal and Shamama. 

Choose the correct answer -  

A. 1 only 

B. 1 and 2 only 

C. 1 and 3 only  

D. 2 and 3 only 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. . Newspaper “Sambad Prabhakar” was published by -  

Choose the correct answer -  

A. Ishwar Chandra Gupta 

B. Raja Ram Mohan Roy 

C. Keshari Nath Tripathi 

D. Debashish Chakraborty 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Which of the following statements are Nayanars are correct? 

1. The Nayanars  were a group of 63 saints living in Tamil Nadu during the 3rd to 8th 
centuries CE who were devoted to the Hindu god Vishnu.  

2. The names of the Nayanars were first compiled by Sundarar. 

Choose the correct answer -  

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

___________________________________________________________________________________  
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1. Based on following statements identify the monument . 

1. Built in the 13th century, conceived as a gigantic chariot of the Sun God, with 12 pairs of 
exquisitely ornamented wheels pulled by seven horses. 

2. Built by King Narasimhadeva I, the great ruler of Ganga dynasty. 

3. It was included in UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1984 for its architectural greatness 
and also for the sophistication and abundance of sculptural work. 

Choose the correct Option -  

A. Jagannath Puri 

B. Lingaraj Temple 

C. Konark Temple 

D. Lalitgiri 

Answer- C 

Explanation 

• The temple is a perfect blend of Kalinga architecture, heritage, exotic beach and salient natural beauty. 

• It is protected under the National Framework of India by the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological 
Sites and Remains (AMASR) Act (1958) and its Rules (1959). 

• The Konark is the third link of Odisha’s Golden Triangle. The first link is Jagannath Puri and the second 
link is Bhubaneswar (Capital city of Odisha). 

• This temple was also known as ‘BLACK PAGODA’ due to its dark colour and used as a navigational 
landmark by ancient sailors to Odisha 
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2.Which of the following statements are correct about Sahitya Akademi Award? 

1. Established in 1944, It is a cultural honour that is conferred biannually by Sahitya 
Akademi, India’s National Academy of letters. 

2. Indian film-maker Satyajit Ray is the designer of the plaque awarded by the Sahitya 
Akademi. 

Choose the correct answer -  

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer- B 

Explanation 

• Sahitya Akademi award established in 1954, is a literary honour that is conferred annually by Sahitya 
Akademi, India’s National Academy of letters. 

• Award is presented to the most outstanding books of literary merit published in any of the twenty-four 
major Indian languages recognised by the Akademi (including English). 

• Sahitya Akademi award is the second highest literary honour by the Government of India, 
after Jananpith award. 

• The award is presented in the form of a casket containing an engraved copper-plaque, a shawl and a 
cheque of Rs 1 lakh. 

• Indian film-maker Satyajit Ray is the designer of the plaque awarded by the Sahitya Akademi 

Criteria -  

• The author must be of Indian Nationality. 

• Book/work eligible for award must be an outstanding contribution to the language and literature to 
which it belongs. 

• When equal merit for books of two or more are found, certain criteria like total literary contribution and 
standing of authors shall be taken into consideration for declaring award 
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3.Which of the following statements are correct about Bamiyan Buddhas ? 

1. It is also called Greco-Buddhist art, showing influences of the Hellenistic styles of classical 
Greek sculptures. 

2. It is situated in the high mountains of Hindkush Range in Pakistan. 

3. They were called by the locals Salsal and Shamama. 

Choose the correct answer -  

A. 1 only 

B. 1 and 2 only 

C. 1 and 3 only  

D. 2 and 3 only 

Answer – C 

Explanation 

• Bamiyan Buddhas 

• Context - The Bamiyan Buddhas were recently brought back to life last year with the help of 3D 
projection in an event held in Bamiyan village of Afghanistan. 

• The event called 'A Night with Buddha' was held on the 20th anniversary of annihilation of the Buddha 
statues in the valley. 

• The event is a beautiful sight where hundreds of young Afghan men and women, carrying kerosene 
lanterns, spend their nights in a valley of central highlands. 

• The Bamiyan Buddhas were great examples of a confluence of Gupta, Sassanian and Hellenistic artistic 
styles. 

• They are said to date back to the 5th century AD.  

• They were once the tallest standing Buddhas in the world. 

• They were called by the locals as Salsal and Shamama 

• Salsal means “light shines through the universe”; Shamama is “Queen Mother”. 

• UNESCO included the remains in its list of world heritage sites in 2003. 

• Efforts have been made to restore and reconstruct the Buddhas in their niches with the pieces available. 

Bamiyan Valley in Afghanistan 

• It is situated in the high mountains of the Hindu Kush in the central highlands of Afghanistan. 

• The valley is set along the line of the Bamiyan River.  

• It was once integral to the early days of the Silk Roads, providing passage for merchants, culture, 
religion and language 
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4.Newspaper “Sambad Prabhakar” was published by -  

Choose the correct answer -  

A. Ishwar Chandra Gupta 

B. Raja Ram Mohan Roy 

C. Keshari Nath Tripathi 

D. Debashis Chakraborty 

Answer - A 

Explanation 

• Sambhad Prabhakar by Ishwar Chandra Gupta 

• It was a Bengali daily Newspaper founded by Ishwar Chandra Gupta. 

• It began as weekly newspaper in 1831 and became a daily eight year later in 1839. 

• It was the first Bengali Daily Newspaper. 

• It covered news on India and abroad and out forward its views on religion, politics, society and 
literature. 

• It was influential in the Bengali Renaissance and in building public sentiment leading to Indigo revolt.  

Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar 

• He was a Bengali Sanskrit pundit, educator, social reformer, writer and philanthropist one of the 
greatest intellectuals and activists of the 19th century. 

• He was bestowed the title of Vidyasagar in 1839 for his mastery over Sanskrit and philosophy. 

• At the age of twenty one, Ishwar Chandra joined the Fort William College as the head of the Sanskrit 
department. 

• Michael Madhusudan - famous Bengali poet gave him the title of Dayasagar 

• .Principal of Sanskrit College from 1851 to 1858, and he believed that Vidyasagar strongly believed that 
everyone irrespective of caste or gender, had the right to education and thus opened the premises for 
lower caste. 

• He brought about a revolution in the Bengali education system by changing the way Bengali language 
was written and taught. 

• Credited with reconstructing the Bengali Alphabet and wrote a book - “Borno Porichoy” meaning 
introduction to the letter for the same 

Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar - A Social Reformer 

• Actively worked towards changing the status of Women in India. 

• Result of his untiring struggle that the then Government of India passed the Widow Remarriage Act in 
1856. 

• One unique feature - He sought to reform the society from within. 

• Fought for women education and battled against the practice of Child Marriage determined battle 
against the then prevailing social custom of Kulin Brahmin polygamy. 
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5. Which of the following statements are Nayanars are correct? 

1. The Nayanars  were a group of 63 saints living in Tamil Nadu during the 3rd to 8th 
centuries CE who were devoted to the Hindu god Vishnu.  

2. The names of the Nayanars were first compiled by Sundarar. 

Choose the correct answer -  

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer - B 

Explanation 

Nayanar 

• The Nayanars  were a group of 63 saints living in Tamil Nadu during the 3rd to 8th centuries CE who 
were devoted to the Hindu god Shiva.  

• Along with the Alwars, their contemporaries who were devoted to Vishnu, they influenced the Bhakti 
movement in early medieval South India. 

• The names of the Nayanars were first compiled by Sundarar.  

• The list was expanded by Nambiyandar Nambi during his compilation of material by the poets for 
the Tirumurai collection, and would include. 

• In the 10th century, king Raja Raja Chola I collected the volumes of Tevaram after hearing excerpts of 
the hymns in his court. 

• His priest Nambiyandar Nambi began compiling the hymns into a series of volumes called 
the Tirumurai.  

• He arranged the hymns of three saint poets Sambandar, Appar and Sundarar as the first seven books 
which he called the Tevaram 

• Compiled Manikkavasakar's Tirukovayar and Tiruvasakam as the eighth book, the 28 hymns of nine 
other saints as the ninth book, the Tirumandiram of Tirumular and 40 hymns by 12 other poets as the 
tenth book. 

• The Nayanars were from various backgrounds, such as - 
Channars, Vanniyar, Vellalas, Idayars, Kurumbars, Thevars, 
oilmongers, Brahmins, Washermen, Harijan, and nobles. 

• Along with the twelve Vaishnava Alwars, they are regarded as the important Hindu saints from South 
India. 
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Day 18 - Polity 

1. Consider the following statements:  

1. Article 341 of the Constitution provides certain privileges and concessions to the 
members of Scheduled Castes (SCs).  

2. President alone is vested with the power to include or exclude any entry in the Scheduled 
Castes list.  

3. There is a provision for the reservation of Scheduled Castes (SCs) both in the Lok Sabha 
and Rajya Sabha.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. 2 and 3 only  

D. 1and 3 only  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. One Hundred and Third Amendment of the Constitution of India, was enacted to fulfill 
which one of the following Directive Principles of State Policy? 

A. Article 39 

B. Article 41 

C. Article 46 

D. Article 48 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Consider the following statements about Article 32 of the Indian Constitution: 

1. It is considered as heart & soul of the Constitution. 

2.  Under this article both Supreme Court and High Court can issue Writs.  

3. The legal and customary rights can also be enforced under this article. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 1 only 

C. 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3  
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4. Which one of the following is/are not the Fundamental Duty of the Citizen of India 
according to Article 51A? 

1. To vote in general elections. 

2. To defend the country. 

3. To develop humanism and the spirit of inquiry. 4. To strive towards excellence. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

A. 1 only 

B. 1 and 2 only 

C. 1, 2 and 4 only 

D. 2, 3 and 4 only 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Q5. With reference to President's Rule, which of the following statements is/are correct? 

1. Under Article 356, the President assumes to himself the functions of the Government of 
the state. 

2. A Proclamation imposing the President’s Rule must be approved by both the Houses of 
the Parliament within 3 months from the date of its issue. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

1. Consider the following statements:  

1. Article 341 of the Constitution provides certain privileges and concessions to the 
members of Scheduled Castes (SCs).  

2. President alone is vested with the power to include or exclude any entry in the Scheduled 
Castes list.  

3. There is a provision for the reservation of Scheduled Castes (SCs) both in the Lok Sabha 
and Rajya Sabha.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. 2 and 3 only  

D. 1and 3 only  

Answer-A 

Explanation 

Only Statement 1 is CORRECT 

• Article 341 of the Constitution provides certain privileges and concessions to the members of Scheduled 
Castes. 
According to Article 341 of the Indian Constitution the President may with respect to any State or Union 
territory, and where it is a State after consultation with the Governor thereof, by public notification, 
specify the castes, races or tribes or parts of or groups within castes, races or tribes which shall for the 
purposes of this Constitution be deemed to be Scheduled Caste.  

• But later only the Parliament alone is vested with the power to include or exclude any entry in the SC 
list under Article 341 of the Constitution. 

• The Reservation for seats to members of the Scheduled Castes is available only in the Lok Sabha 
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2. One Hundred and Third Amendment of the Constitution of India, was enacted to fulfil 
which one of the following Directive Principles of State Policy? 

A. Article 39 

B. Article 41 

C. Article 46 

D. Article 48 

Answer-C 

Explanation 

• The One Hundred and Third Amendment of the Constitution of India, officially known as the 
Constitution (One Hundred and Third Amendment) Act, 2019, introduces 10% reservation for 
Economically Weaker Sections (EWS) of society for admission to Central Government-run 
educational institutions and private educational institutions (except for minority educational 
institutions), and for employment in Central Government jobs. 

• Article 46 states that the shall should promote the educational and economic interests of SCs, STs, 
and other weaker sections of the society and protect them from social injustice and exploitation. 

• Hence, 103 CAA fulfils DPSP under Article 46. 
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3. Consider the following statements about Article 32 of the Indian Constitution: 

1. It is considered as heart & soul of the Constitution. 

2.  Under this article both Supreme Court and High Court can issue Writs.  

3. The legal and customary rights can also be enforced under this article. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 1 only 

C. 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer-B 

Explanation 

Statement 1 is CORRECT 

• Article 32 confers the right to remedies for the enforcement of the fundamental rights of an aggrieved 
citizen. 

• In other words, the right to get the Fundamental Rights protected is in itself a fundamental right.  

• This makes the fundamental rights real. 

• Dr. Ambedkar called Article 32 as the most important article of the Constitution, ‘an Article without 
which this constitution would be a nullity. 

• It is the very soul of the Constitution and the very heart of it’. 

• The Supreme Court has ruled that Article 32 is a basic feature of the Constitution. Hence, it cannot be 
abridged or taken away even by way of an amendment to the Constitution. 
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4. Which one of the following is/are not the Fundamental Duty of the Citizen of India 
according to Article 51A? 

1. To vote in general elections. 

2. To defend the country. 

3. To develop humanism and the spirit of inquiry. 4. To strive towards excellence. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

A. 1 only 

B. 1 and 2 only 

C. 1, 2 and 4 only 

D. 2, 3 and 4 only 

Answer-A 

Explanation 

Option (a) is CORRECT 

• According to Article 51A, it shall be the duty of every citizen of India: 

• To abide by the Constitution and respect its ideals and institutions the National Flag and the National 
Anthem. 

• To cherish and follow the noble ideals that inspired the national struggle for freedom. 

• To uphold and protect the sovereignty, unity and integrity of India. 

• To defend the country and render national service when called upon to. To promote harmony and the 
spirit of common brotherhood amongst all the people of India transcending religious, linguistic and 
regional or sectional diversities and to renounce practices derogatory to the dignity of women. 

• To value and preserve the rich heritage of the country’s composite culture. 

• To protect and improve the natural environment including forests, lakes, rivers and wildlife and to have 
compassion for living creatures. 

• To develop scientific temper, humanism and the spirit of inquiry and reform. 

• To safeguard public property and to abjure violence. 

• To strive towards excellence in all spheres of individual and collective activity so that the nation 
constantly rises to higher levels of endeavor and achievement. 

• To provide opportunities for education by the parent the guardian, to his child, or a ward between the 
age of 6-14 years as the case may be. 

• To vote in general elections is not the Fundamental Duty of the citizen of India. 
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5. With reference to President's Rule, which of the following statements is/are correct? 

1. Under Article 356, the President assumes to himself the functions of the Government of 
the state. 

2. A Proclamation imposing the President’s Rule must be approved by both the Houses of 
the Parliament within 3 months from the date of its issue. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer-A 

Explanation 

Statement 1 is CORRECT 

• Article 356 talks about the provisions in case of failure of constitutional machinery in State. 

• If the President, on receipt of report from the Governor of the State or otherwise, is satisfied that a 
situation has arisen in which the Government of the State cannot be carried on in accordance with he 
provisions of this Constitution, then the President may by a Proclamation assume to himself all or any 
of the functions of the Government of the State and all or any of the powers vested in or exercisable by 
the Governor or any body or authority in the State other than the Legislature of the State. 

Statement 2 is NOT CORRECT 

• A Proclamation imposing the President’s Rule must be approved by both the Houses of the Parliament 
within 2 months from the date of its issue 
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Day 19 – Economy 

1. Which one of the following statements is incorrect with respect to International Monetary 
Fund? 

A. While calculating each member’s quota, economic variability of a nation is considered. 

B. Any changes in quotas must be approved by an 85 percent majority of the total members.  

C. A member’s own quota cannot be changed without its consent. 

D. None of the above 

 

2. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has reviewed and revised the existing PCA framework 
for Scheduled Commercial Banks (SCBs). Consider the following statements with respect to 
the same. 

1. ‘Return on Assets’ is used as an indicator to track asset quality of banks. 

2. Payments banks and small finance banks (SFBs) have been removed from the list. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. None of the above  

___________________________________________________________________________________
3.Consider the following pairs:  

Report Name :: Released by 

1. Global Risks Report :: World Economic Forum (WEF) 

2. Global Investment Trend Monitor :: International Monetary Fund 

3. Global Gender Gap Report :: International Bank of Reconstruction and Development 

Which of the above pair(s) is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 2 only 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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4. Consider the following statements: 

1. It is less than ten years old from the date of incorporation/registration. 

2. It is incorporated as a limited liability partnership under the Limited Liability 
Partnership Act, 2008. 

3. It has an annual turnover not exceeding Rs. 100 crores for any of the financial years since 
its incorporation. 

Which of the above statements are correct for a firm to be considered eligible for start-up 
recognition? 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

5.A model Act on Conclusive Land Titles was framed and shared with states and UTs. 
Which one of the following statements is incorrect with respect to this? 

A. Under conclusive land titling system, title is granted by the government, which takes the 
responsibility for accuracy. 

B. The title holder is not in any danger of losing ownership under this system. 

C. One of the shortcomings of this system is that it will increase litigation related to land.  

D. None of the above 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

1. Which one of the following statements is incorrect with respect to International 
Monetary Fund? 

A. While calculating each member’s quota, economic variability of a nation is considered. 

B. Any changes in quotas must be approved by an 85 percent majority of the total members.  

C. A member’s own quota cannot be changed without its consent. 

D. None of the above 

Answer-B 

Explanation 

Context: India has pitched for greater coordination among BRICS nations on review of 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) quotas to give more say to developing countries. 

• As per an IMF resolution, the 16th General Review of Quotas would be concluded by 
December 15, 2023. 

• Quotas are the building blocks of the IMF’s financial and governance structure. 

• Each member's quota also determines its relative voting power as well as its borrowing 
capacity 

• A general review allows the IMF to assess the adequacy of quotas in relation to both the 
members’ balance of payments financing needs and the Fund’s ability to help meet those 
needs. 

• The IMF's Board of Governors conducts general reviews of quotas at regular intervals 
(no more than five years apart).  

• Any changes in quotas must be approved by an 85 percent majority of the total voting 
power, and a member’s own quota cannot be changed without its consent.  

• The two main issues addressed in a general review of quotas are (i) the size of an overall 
quota increase and (ii) the distribution of the increase among the members 

• A general review allows for realignments in members’ quota shares to reflect changes in 
their relative positions in the world economy. In addition, a member may request an ad 
hoc quota adjustment at any time outside of a general review. 

• Each member's quota also determines its relative voting power as well as its borrowing 
capacity. 

• Current formula has four elements: GDP (50%), openness (30%), economic variability 
(15%) and international reserves (5%). 

• Presently, India holds 2.75% of SDR quota, and 2.63% of votes in the IMF. 
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Q.2. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has reviewed and revised the existing PCA 
framework for Scheduled Commercial Banks (SCBs). Consider the following statements 
with respect to the same. 

1. ‘Return on Assets’ is used as an indicator to track asset quality of banks. 

2. Payments banks and small finance banks (SFBs) have been removed from the list. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. None of the above 

Answer-B 

Explanation 

• The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has reviewed and revised the existing PCA framework 
for Scheduled Commercial Banks (SCBs), and the changes are effective from 1 Jan, 2022.  

• The objective of the PCA framework is to enable supervisory intervention at appropriate 
time and require the supervised entity to initiate and implement remedial measures in a 
timely manner, so as to restore its financial health 

• PCA framework would apply to all banks operating in India including foreign banks 
operating through branches or subsidiaries based on breach of risk thresholds of 
identified indicators. 

• Payments banks and small finance banks (SFBs) have also been removed from the list of 
lenders where prompt corrective action can be initiated. 

• Capital, asset quality and leverage will be the key areas for monitoring in the revised 
framework. 

• Indicators to be tracked for capital, asset quality and leverage would be CRAR/ common 
equity tier I ratio, net NPA ratio and tier I leverage ratio, respectively. 

• RBI removed ‘return on assets’ as an indicator. 
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Q.3.Consider the following pairs:  

Report Name :: Released by 

1. Global Risks Report :: World Economic Forum (WEF) 

2. Global Investment Trend Monitor :: International Monetary Fund 

3. Global Gender Gap Report :: International Bank of Reconstruction and Development 

Which of the above pair(s) is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 2 only 

Answer-A 

Explanation 

• Global Risks Report 2022 

• Global Risks Report 2022, an annual report, was released by the World Economic Forum. 

• It tracks global risk perceptions among risk experts and world leaders in business, government, and 
civil society. 

• It examines risks across five categories: Economic, Environmental, Geopolitical, Societal and 
Technological.  

• It majorly perceived the short-term economic outlook to be volatile, fractured, or increasingly 
catastrophic. 

• "Social cohesion erosion”, “livelihood crises” and “mental health deterioration” are three of the five 
risks seen as the most concerning threats to the world in the next two years.  

• Environmental risks—in particular, “extreme weather” and “climate action failure”—appear as top 
risks in the short-, medium-and long-term outlooks. 

• Artificial intelligence, space exploitation, cross-border cyberattacks and misinformation and migration 
and refugees were rated as the top areas of international concerns. 

 

 

http://t.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com/


 

 

 

 

http://t.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com/


 

Global Investment Trend Monitor  

• Global foreign direct investment (FDI) flows showed a strong rebound in 2021, up 77% to an estimated 
$1.65 trillion, from $929 billion in 2020, surpassing their pre-Covid-19 level. 

• As per the report, flows to India were 26% lower, mainly because large merger and acquisition deals 
recorded in 2020 were not repeated 

• As per the Global Gender Gap Report 2021 published by the World Economic Forum, India is ranked 
at 140 out of 156 countries with a score of 0.625 (out of 1) 

• Global Gender Gap Report provides scores on Global Gender Gap Index (GGGI) which examines the 
gap between men and women in four dimensions, namely, Economic Participation and Opportunity, 
Educational Attainment, Health and Survival and Political Empowerment.  

• Compared to last year, Indian score has come down largely due to Political Empowerment dimension. 

• India’s score in this dimension should be one of the highest in the world as India has provided 30% 
reservation to women at local self-government level and representation of women in the local self-
government bodies is more than 30% at present.  

• However, the publishing agency, World Economic Forum, takes into account representation of women 
in Parliament only. 
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Q.4. Consider the following statements: 

1. It is less than ten years old from the date of incorporation/registration. 

2. It is incorporated as a limited liability partnership under the Limited Liability 
Partnership Act, 2008. 

3. It has an annual turnover not exceeding Rs. 100 crore for any of the financial years since 
its incorporation. 

Which of the above statements are correct for a firm to be considered eligible for start-up 
recognition? 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer-D 

Explanation 

• The Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion (DIPP), Ministry of Commerce and Industry has 
defined ‘start-up’ and has given various conditions/criteria for a firm to be regarded as ‘start-up’. 

Conditions 

• It should be incorporated as a private limited company (as per Companies Act, 2013) or registered as a 
partnership firm (under the Partnership Act, 1932) or registered as a limited liability partnership (under 
the Limited Liability Partnership Act, 2008) in India. 

• Period of existence and operations should not be exceeding 10 years from the Date of Incorporation. 

• Should have an annual turnover not exceeding Rs. 100 crore for any of the financial years since its 
Incorporation 

• Entity should not have been formed by splitting up or reconstructing an already existing business. 

• Should work towards development or improvement of a product, process or service and/or have 
scalable business model with high potential for creation of wealth & employment 
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Current Facts 

• India has over 61,400 startups recognized by the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal 
Trade (DPIIT), with at least 14,000 recognized during fiscal 2022, according to the Economic Survey 
2021-22. 

• The survey added that 555 districts in India had at least one new startup, highlighting that startups in 
India have grown remarkably over the past six years, with most of them in the IT/knowledge-based 
sectors. 

• India has become the third-largest start-up ecosystem in the world after the US and China, it said. A 
record 44 Indian start-ups achieved unicorn status in 2021, taking the overall tally of start-up unicorns 
in India to 83, with most in the services sector 
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5.A model Act on Conclusive Land Titles was framed and shared with states and UTs. Which 
one of the following statements is incorrect with respect to this? 

A. Under conclusive land titling system, title is granted by the government, which takes the 
responsibility for accuracy. 

B. The title holder is not in any danger of losing ownership under this system. 

C. One of the shortcomings of this system is that it will increase litigation related to land.  

D. None of the above 

Answer-C 

Explanation 

Conclusive Land Titling System 

• To reform the country’s land markets through a fundamental legal and procedural shift in how land 
titles are awarded, NITI Aayog framed Model Bill on Conclusive Land Titling.  

• Under a conclusive land titling system, land records designate actual ownership.  

• The title is granted by the government, which takes the responsibility for accuracy.  

• Once a title is granted, any other claimant will have to settle disputes with the government, not the title 
holder 

• Further, under conclusive land titling, the government may provide compensation to claimants in case 
of disputes, but the title holder is not in any danger of losing ownership. 

Need 

• The main advantage is that a conclusive system will drastically lower litigation related to land.  

• According to a 2007 World Bank study on ‘ Land Policies for growth and poverty reduction ’, land-
related disputes accounted for two-thirds of all pending court cases in India.  

• A NITI Aayog study on strengthening arbitration estimated that disputes on land or real estate take an 
average time of 20 years in the courts to be resolved. 
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Day 20 – Environment 

1. Fluoride poisoning is a major concern in in few regions of India, Which among the 
following step can provide appropriate solution to it: 

1. Promote use of ground water and restrict use of surface water 

2. Ban use of leafy vegetables and promote use of pulses . 

3. Promote fluoride free tooth pastes throughout India 

Select the correct answer code:  

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 3 only 

D. None of the above 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2.Consider the following statements regarding Dugong species : 

1. It is a herbivorous mammal also known as Sea Cow. 

2. It is Vulnerable and endemic to Gulf of Mannar in Tamil Nadu. 

3. Recently Tamil Nadu has announced India’s first dugong conservation reserve in Palk 
Bay 

Select the correct answer code:  

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. All of the above 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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3.Consider the following statements regarding Impact of Mulches : 

1. It can suffocate plants by overheating the soil and starving them of light and water. 

2. It can create a hiding place for harmful insect. 

3. It increases the penetration of sunlight to kill weed seeds 

Select the correct answer code:  

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. All of the above 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Consider the following statements regarding tar balls: 

1. They are dark-coloured, sticky balls of oil that form when crude oil floats on the ocean 
surface.  

2. They are difficult to break down, and can therefore travel for hundreds of miles in the 
sea.  

3. Wind and waves during monsoon season prohibits their formation along western coast 
of India  

Select the correct answer using codes: 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 2 only 

D. All of the above 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

http://t.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com/


Q.5. Consider the following statements regarding permafrost :  

1. It is any ground that remains completely frozen—32°F (0°C) or colder—for at least two 
years straight. 

2. It is made of a combination of soil, rocks and sand that are held together by ice 

3. Southern Hemisphere has more permafrost than the Northern Hemisphere 

Select the correct answer using codes given below:  

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 only 

C. 2 and 3 only 

D. All of the above 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

http://t.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com/


Click here to watch the Following topics on YouTube 

1. Fluoride poisoning is a major concern in in few regions of India, Which among the 
following step can provide appropriate solution to it: 

1. Promote use of ground water and restrict use of surface water 

2. Ban use of leafy vegetables and promote use of pulses . 

3. Promote fluoride free tooth pastes throughout India 

Select the correct answer code:  

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 3 only 

D. None of the above 

Answer-D 

Explanation 

Fluoride has poisoned agricultural soil, crops in Bengal 

• Recently new study has pointed out how crops and vegetables that use fluoride-contaminated 
groundwater have been contributing to an increase in consumption of fluoride among locals. 

Key findings 

• West Bengal has been grappling with groundwater contamination for decades.  

• About 12 per cent of the population in eight of the state’s 23 districts is impacted by water 
contaminated by fluoride.  

• The contamination is higher in western parts of the state such as Purulia and Bankura. 

• Groundwater in Purulia and Bankura is already known to be fluoride-contaminated, as it crosses the 

desirable limit of 1.5 milligram per litres of concentration as per the World Health Organization 
standards. 

• The study found that the accumulation of fluoride was higher in leafy and non-leafy vegetables than in 
pulses and cereals from both districts.  

• The maximum accumulation was found in onion, while being minimum in rice. 

• It also found that children were the most vulnerable to fluoride contamination due to their low body 
weight. 

• Fluoride is not carcinogenic like arsenic. It attacks the calcium in the body 
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Causes 

• Contaminated water, therefore, is being used to cultivate crops for years due to the lack of government 
intervention.  

• The concentration of fluoride in groundwater above the permissible level is, therefore, a factor that 
contributes to the accumulation of fluoride in agricultural soil and crops 

There are three stages to fluoride toxicity:  

• First, the groundwater used for agricultural purposes deposits a good amount of fluoride in the soil.  

• This fluoride is absorbed by crops 

• It enters the food chain system, causing harm to the human body. 

Impact 

• Fluoride is an essential micronutrient and has both beneficial and detrimental effects on human health.  

• However, exposure to high levels of fluoride causes dental fluorosis, skeletal fluorosis and non-skeletal 
fluorosis. 

• Ligaments calcification, liver and kidney dysfunction, nerve weakness, developmental disorder, organ 
tissue damage, bending of legs, weakness, anemia, depression, gastrointestinal problems, loss of 
appetite, and brittle bone problems in children are some of the commonly seen health issues 

Steps 

• To address the fluoride menace, the West Bengal government introduced a Fluoride Task Force 
Committee.  

• The committee, in collaboration with UNICEF, has distributed filtering devices to households in these 
districts. These devices filter at least 20 liters of drinking water.  

• Nano technology and electro-coagulation methods can be used to filter out the contaminated water. 

• Surface water resources are important. We need to focus on rainwater harvesting, so that there is 
minimum dependence on groundwater 

• Water pipelines need to be installed in affected areas to provide large scale water supply.  
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Q.2.Consider the following statements regarding Dugong species : 

1. It is a herbivorous mammal also known as Sea Cow. 

2. It is Vulnerable and endemic to Gulf of Manner in Tamil Nadu. 

3. Recently Tamil Nadu has announced India’s first dugong conservation reserve in Palk 
Bay 

Select the correct answer code:  

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. All of the above 

Answer-C 

Explanation 

Dugong Conservation Reserve 

• Recently Tamil Nadu State government has announced plans to set up a 500-sq km Dugong 
Conservation Reserve in Palk Bay. This is India’s first dugong conservation reserve. 

Dugongs(Dugong dugon) aka Sea Cow 

• It is a herbivorous mammal.  

• They can grow up to three meters long, weigh about 300 kilograms and live for about 65 to 70 years 
grazing on seagrass and coming to the surface to breathe. 

• Habitat : According to a 2013 survey report of the Zoological Survey of India (ZSI), there were only 
about 200 dugongs in the Gulf of Mannar in Tamil Nadu, the Andaman and Nicobar Islands and 
the Gulf of Kutch in Gujarat. 

Status 

• IUCN : Vulnerable 

• CITES : Appendix I 

• WLP Act : Schedule I 
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Q.3.Consider the following statements regarding Impact of Mulches : 

1. It can suffocate plants by overheating the soil and starving them of light and water. 

2. It can create a hiding place for harmful insect. 

3. It increases the penetration of sunlight to kill weed seeds 

Select the correct answer code:  

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. All of the above 

Answer-A 

Explanation 

What is Mulch? 

• Mulch is the common word in most of the agriculture-related farming or cultivation. Mulch is basically 
a protective layer spread on top of the soil to control the effects of local climatic conditions. 

What is Mulching? 

• Mulching is referred to as a mixture of wet straw, leaves, and loose earth evenly spread on the ground 
to protect the newly planted trees, shrubs, and their roots. 

Disadvantages 

• The main disadvantages of mulching is that it can create a hiding place for harmful insects, and when 
applied too thickly can suffocate your plants by overheating the soil and starving them of light and 
water. 
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Q.4. Consider the following statements regarding tar balls: 

1. They are dark-coloured, sticky balls of oil that form when crude oil floats on the ocean 
surface.  

2. They are difficult to break down, and can therefore travel for hundreds of miles in the 
sea.  

3. Wind and waves during monsoon season prohibits their formation along western coast 
of India  

Select the correct answer using codes: 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 2 only 

D. All of the above 

Answer-C 

Explanation 

Tar balls 

• In this month alone, the Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC) has removed over 20,000 kg of 
tar balls from Juhu and Versova beaches in Mumbai 

What are tarballs? 

• Tar balls are dark- coloured, sticky balls of oil that form when crude oil floats on the ocean surface.  

• Tar balls are formed by weathering of crude oil in marine environments.  

• They are transported from the open sea to the shores by sea currents and waves 

• Some of the balls are as big as a basketball while others are smaller globules. 

• Tar balls are usually coin-sized and are found strewn on the beaches.  

• However, over the years, they have become as big as basketballs and can weigh as much as 6-7 kgs. 

How are tarballs formed? 

• The NIO study states that wind and waves tear the oil slick into smaller patches that are scattered over 
a much wider area. 

• Various physical, chemical and biological processes (weathering) change the appearance of the oil. 

Why are tarballs found on the beaches during the monsoon? 

• It is suspected that the oil comes from the large cargo ships in the deep sea and gets pushed to the shore 
as tarballs during monsoon due to wind speed and direction.  

• All the oil spilt in the Arabian sea eventually gets deposited on the western coast in the form of tarballs 
in the monsoon season when wind speed and circulation pattern favour transportation of these tarballs 
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Concerns 

• Tarballs that travel towards the coast can get stuck to the fishing nets installed in the sea, making it 
difficult for fishermen to clean. 

• It could affect marine life 

• They are difficult to break down, and can therefore travel for hundreds of miles in the sea.  

• Food retrieved from the coastal waters including fish and other sea food might also get 
contaminated and become a part of the larger food chain harming the health of people. 
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Q.5. Consider the following statements regarding permafrost :  

1. It is any ground that remains completely frozen—32°F (0°C) or colder—for at least two 
years straight. 

2. It is made of a combination of soil, rocks and sand that are held together by ice 

3. Southern Hemisphere has more permafrost than the Northern Hemisphere 

Select the correct answer using codes given below:  

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 only 

C. 2 and 3 only 

D. All of the above 

Answer-A 

Explanation 

Permafrost 

• Permafrost exists where the ground stays at or below 0° Celsius (32° Fahrenheit) for at least two years 
in a row. 24 percent of the land in the Northern Hemisphere has permafrost underneath it 

• Large expanses of permafrost occur in Siberia, the Tibetan Plateau, Alaska, the Canadian Arctic, and 
other higher mountain regions. 

• Does permafrost exist in the Southern Hemisphere? 

• Yes, but the Southern Hemisphere has less permafrost than the Northern Hemisphere because it has 
more ocean and less land 

• What Is Permafrost Made Of? 

• Permafrost is made of a combination of soil, rocks and sand that are held together by ice. The soil and 
ice in permafrost stay frozen all year long. 

• Near the surface, permafrost soils also contain large quantities of organic carbon—a material leftover 
from dead plants that couldn’t decompose, or rot away, due to the cold. Lower permafrost layers 
contain soils made mostly of minerals. 

• How Does Climate Change Affect Permafrost? 

• As Earth’s climate warms, the permafrost is thawing. That means the ice inside the permafrost melts, 
leaving behind water and soil. 

• Thawing permafrost can have dramatic impacts on our planet and the things living on it. For example: 

• Many northern villages are built on permafrost. When permafrost is frozen, it’s harder than concrete. 
However, thawing permafrost can destroy houses, roads and other infrastructure. 

• When permafrost is frozen, plant material in the soil—called organic carbon—can’t decompose, or rot 
away. As permafrost thaws, microbes begin decomposing this material. This process releases 
greenhouse gases like carbon dioxide and methane to the atmosphere. 
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• When permafrost thaws, so do ancient bacteria and viruses in the ice and soil. These newly-unfrozen 
microbes could make humans and animals very sick. Scientists have discovered microbes more than 
400,000 years old in thawed permafrost. 
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Day 21 – International Relation 

1. Which of the Following statements are Incorrect in context to The Arctic Council: 

1. The Arctic Council was established on February 9, 1920 Under the Ottawa Declaration. 

2. India is a Member state to the Arctic Council. 

3. Uttar Gangotri is India’s Research Station Established in the Arctic 

4. Both USA & Russia are Member States to the Arctic Council. 

Select the correct answer code:  

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 1 and 4 only 

C. 1,2 and 3 only 

D. All of the above 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Which of the following statements are correct in Context to Brahmos Missile : 

1. It is Jointly developed by India and Russia. 

2. BRAHMOS has been operationalized in the Indian Armed Forces & Indian Navy. 

3. It operates on the "Fire and Forgets" principle. 

4. BrahMos is a two-stage missile with solid propellant booster as first stage and liquid 
ramjet as the second stage. 

5. The versions of the BrahMos that are being tested have a range of around 290 Kms. 

Select the correct answer code:  

A. 1,3 and 5 only 

B. 2 and 4 only 

C. 1,3,4 only 

D. 2 and 5 only 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

http://t.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com/


3. Istanbul Convention is Related to:  

1. Council of Europe established the Istanbul Convention, a human rights treaty, with the 
aim to prevent and prosecute all forms of violence against women. 

2. The Main aim is to promote gender equality and ensure protection and rehabilitation of 
women who are victims of violence. 

3. Turkey was the First country to sign this Convention. 

4. The Treaty was opened for Ratification in July 2021. 

Select the correct answer code:  

A. 1 and 3 only 

B. 2 only 

C. 1,2 and 3 only 

D. All Of The Above 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. In Context to Seychelles' Tax Inspectors Without Borders (TIWB), which of the following 
are Correct: 

A. It is a joint initiative of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the 
Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) 

B. This programme is expected to be of 3 years duration and India is chosen as a Partner 
in Administration. 

C. This is the First TIWB programme in collaboration with India. 

D. It aims at strengthening India’s GST Capacity & auditing practices.  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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5 Arrange the following water bodies from North to South:   

1. Black Sea 

2. Bosporous Strait 

3. Sea of Marmara 

4. Aegan Sea 

5. Dardenelles Strait 

Select the correct answer code:  

A. 1-2-3-4-5 

B. 1-2-3-5-4 

C. 3-1-2-4-5 

D. 3-1-5-2-4 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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1. Which of the Following statements are Incorrect in context to The Arctic Council: 

1. The Arctic Council was established on February 9, 1920 Under the Ottawa Declaration. 

2. India is a Member state to the Arctic Council. 

3. Uttar Gangotri is India’s Research Station Established in the Arctic 

4. Both USA & Russia are Member States to the Arctic Council. 

Select the correct answer code:  

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 1 and 4 only 

C. 1,2 and 3 only 

D. All of the above 

Answer: - C 
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Arctic Council States 

• Russia 

• Finland 

• Denmark 

• Norway 

• Sweden 

• Greenland 

• USA 

• Canada 

About the Arctic Council 

• The Arctic Council is the leading intergovernmental forum promoting cooperation, coordination and 
interaction among- 

• Arctic States 

• Arctic Indigenous peoples 

• Other Arctic inhabitants on common Arctic issues 

• Issues of sustainable development and environmental protection in the Arctic are discussed in this 
forum. 

• It was formally established under the Ottawa Declaration in 1996. 

Observer State – Arctic Council 
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India & Arctic  

• India’s association with Arctic is over 100 years old, having been one of the original High Contracting 
Parties to the Svalbard (formerly Spitsbergen) Treaty in February 1920. 

• The treaty was signed on 9 February 1920 and submitted for registration in the League of Nations 
Treaty Series on 21 October 1920 

• Even today, the Treaty provides the right of visa-free access and conduct of economic and 

commercial activities to the citizens of India in Svalbard. 

• India got a Permanent Observer status in the Arctic Council in 2013 along with other Asian States, 
China, Japan, Singapore and South Korea. 

• India’s first scientific expedition to the Arctic Ocean in 2007 

• Indian research station ‘Himadri’ at Ny-Ålesund was dedicated to the nation in 2008. 

• India is the only developing country apart from China to have an Arctic research base. 

  

http://t.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com/


2. Which of the following statements are Correct in Context to Brahmos Missile : 

1. It is Jointly developed by India and Russia. 

2. BRAHMOS has been operationalized in the Indian Armed Forces & Indian Navy. 

3. It operates on the "Fire and Forgets" principle. 

4. BrahMos is a two-stage missile with solid propellant booster as first stage and liquid 
ramjet as the second stage. 

5. The versions of the BrahMos that are being tested have a range of around 290 Kms. 

Select the correct answer code:  

A. 1,3 and 5 only 

B. 2 and 4 only 

C. 1,3,4 only 

D. 2 and 5 only 

Answer: - C 

Brahmos Missile 

• A combination of the names of Brahmaputra and Moskva rivers, BrahMos missiles are designed, 
developed and produced by BrahMos Aerospace. 

• It is a joint venture company set up by Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) 
and Mashinostroyenia of Russia. 

• BrahMos is a two-stage missile with solid propellant booster as first stage and liquid ramjet as the 

second stage. 

•  The versions of the BrahMos that are being tested NOW have an extended range of around 400 

kilometers, as compared to its initial range of 290 kilometers. 

• BRAHMOS is a universal long range supersonic cruise missile system that can be launched from 
land, sea and air. 

• India’s entry into the MTCR club in June 2016, the range is planned to be extended to 450 km and to 

600km at a later stage. 

• The missile was originally capped at 290 km as per obligations of the Missile Technology Control 
Regime (MTCR). 
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3. Istanbul Convention is Related to:  

1. Council of Europe established the Istanbul Convention, a human rights treaty, with the 
aim to prevent and prosecute all forms of violence against women. 

2. The Main aim is to promote gender equality and ensure protection and rehabilitation of 
women who are victims of violence. 

3. Turkey was the First country to sign this Convention. 

4. The Treaty was opened for Ratification in July 2021. 

Select the correct answer code:  

A. 1 and 3 only 

B. 2 only 

C. 1,2 and 3 only 

D. All Of The Above 

Answer: - C 

Explanation 

• Turkey’s controversial exit from Istanbul Convention on Violence Against Women on July 1, 2021 has 
received severe criticism from various quarters and has led to protests across the country. 

• President Tayyip Erdogan issued a decree on March 21, 2021 repealing Turkey’s treaty of Istanbul 
Convention, despite the alarmingly high rates of violence and femicide in the country. 

• The Council of Europe established the Istanbul Convention. 

• It is a human rights treaty, with the aim to prevent and prosecute all forms of violence against 
women. 

• This will promote gender equality and ensure protection and rehabilitation of women who are victims 
of violence.  

• The Treaty was opened for ratification in May 2011.  

Explanation 

• From the European Union, 34 countries signed this treaty.  

• On November 24, 2011, Turkey became the first country to ratify the Istanbul convention. 

• On March 8, 2012, it incorporated the Istanbul Convention into domestic law. 
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4. In Context to Seychelles' Tax Inspectors Without Borders (TIWB), which of the following 
are Correct: 

A. It is a joint initiative of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the 
Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) 

B. This programme is expected to be of 3 years duration and India is chosen as a Partner 
in Administration. 

C. This is the First TIWB programme in collaboration with India. 

D. It aims at strengthening India’s GST Capacity & auditing practices.  

Answer: - A 

Explanation 

• Tax Inspectors Without Borders (TIWB), a joint initiative of the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) and the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), 
launched its programme in Seychelles on 4th October, 2021 

• India was chosen as the Partner Administration and has provided Tax Expert for this programme. 

• This programme is expected to be of 12 months duration during which India, in collaboration with 
the TIWB Secretariat and support of the UNDP Country Office in Mauritius and Seychelles, aims to 
aid Seychelles in strengthening its tax administration. 

• India will help in transferring technical know-how and skills to its tax auditors through sharing of 

best audit practices.  

• The focus of the programme will be on Transfer Pricing cases of tourism and financial services 
sectors. 

• This is the 6th TIWB initiative to receive support from India in the form of a Tax Expert. 

• India had already provided assistance to Bhutan under the same initiative (5th TIWB). 

• It shows India's commitment to South-South Cooperation, the SAGAR project, and an older brother 
approach to the Indian Ocean nations. 
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5 Arrange the following Water bodies from North to South:   

1. Black Sea 

2. Bosporous Strait 

3. Sea of Marmara 

4. Aegan Sea 

5. Dardenelles Strait 

Select the correct answer code:  

A. 1-2-3-4-5 

B. 1-2-3-5-4 

C. 3-1-2-4-5 

D. 3-1-5-2-4 

Answer: - B 
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Day 22 – Geography 
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Day 23 – History 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Which of the following statements about Rakhigarhi are correct ? 

1. The site is located in Sarasvati river plain. 

2. Two levels of Early (3500 BC— 2600 BC) and Mature Harappan (2600 BC —1800 BC) 
civilization have been found at Rakhigarhi 

Choose the correct answer -  

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2 
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3. Based on the following statements identify the dance -  

1. It is the most popular dance form of Kerala. 

2. The word translates as story play. 

3. It is popular for its make-up and costumes. 

4. The actor never speaks except with his hands. 

5. They usually depict the ancient stories of Mahabharata, Ramayana and other Puranas. 

6. The language of the songs used for this dance is Manipravalam. 

Choose the correct answer -  

A. Kathakali 

B. Mohiniyattam 

C. Kokkali 

D. Tirvathirakali 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Toto Tribal People are found in which of the following states ? 

Choose the correct answer -  

A. Jharkhand 

B. West Bengal 

C. Nagaland 

D. Andhra Pradesh 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Which of the following statements about Kondwani cave art is/ are correct ? 

1. They are pictorial depictions of Jataka stories. 

2. The Buddhist rock-cut architecture found in these caves belongs to the Mahayan phase 
of Buddhism. 

Choose the correct answer –  

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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D. All the above 

Answer-B 

Explanation 
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Context 

• Prime Minister paid tributes to Ayya Vaikunda Swamikal, a great thinker and social reformer of the 
19th century, on his birth anniversary. 

Explanation 

• Ayya Vaikunda (1809-1851) was a great humanist and social thinker. 

• He lived in the Princely Kingdom of Travancore in the early decades of the 19th Century Kerala. 

• He is remembered as the first well known social reformer in India who critiqued the caste 
discrimination and religious hierarchy and fought against the practice of untouchability 

• His gave an exhortation of 'ONE CASTE, ONE RELIGION, ONE CLAN, ONE WORLD, ONE GOD’. 

• He was against idol worship and he did not allow the portraitures to draw his figure. 

• His theory and practice like 'Samantha samaj am', 'sama panthi bhojan’, aimed at cultivating a 
thought of equality and unity in Indian minds 

• He founded 'Samantha samajam' in 1836 and was considered the first socio reform movement in 
India. 

• He called the rule of the British as ‘Ven Neechan’ and the rule of the king of Travancore as ‘The 
Neechan of Ananthapuri’. 

• He advised his followers to practice Dharma and the most important form of Dharma was 
considered ‘Annadhanam’. 

• He organized ‘Sama Panthi Bhojana’ in each and every place of worship in the name of ‘Annadanam 
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2. Which of the following statements about Rakhigarhi are correct ? 

1. The site is located in Sarasvati river plain. 

2. Two levels of Early (3500 BC— 2600 BC) and Mature Harappan (2600 BC —1800 BC) 
civilization have been found at Rakhigarhi 

Choose the correct answer -  

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer-C 

Explanation 
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Context 

• Rakhigarhi is being developed as one of the Five Identified Iconic Archaeological Sites. 

 

About Rakhigarhi 

• The ancient site of Rakhi-Khas and Rakhi-Shahpur are collectively known as Rakhigarhi, located on 
the right bank of now dried up Palaeo-channel of Drishadvati or Saraswati. 

• Seven (07) mounds are located here.  

• The site has yielded various stages of Harappan culture and is by far one of the largest Harappan sites 
in India. 

• The site shows the sequential development of the Indus culture in the now dried up Saraswati basin. 

• For development of the sites and its environs, repairing of boundary wall, pathways, public amenities, 
solar lights, benches are being provided 

• Rakhigarhi, in Haryana, became an archaeological hotspot when Amarendra Nath, former director of 
the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI), undertook excavations at the site in 1997. 

• It is the largest Indus Valley Civilisation site in the country 

• Two levels of Early (3500 BC— 2600 BC) and Mature Harappan (2600 BC —1800 BC) civilization have 
been found at Rakhigarhi. Both the phase have yielded a rich haul of artefacts. 

• It is a necropolis which has yielded burials, important for the study of any civilisation. 

• The site is located in the Sarasvati river plain, some 27 km from the seasonal Ghaggar river. 

• In May 2012, the Global Heritage Fund, declared Rakhigarhi one of the 10 most endangered heritage 
sites in Asia 
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3. Based on the following statements identify the dance -  

1. It is the most popular dance form of Kerala. 

2. The word translates as story play. 

3. It is popular for its make-up and costumes. 

4. The actor never speaks except with his hands. 

5. They usually depict the ancient stories of Mahabharata, Ramayana and other Puranas. 

6. The language of the songs used for this dance is Manipravalam. 

Choose the correct answer -  

A. Kathakali 

B. Mohiniyattam 

C. Kokkali 

D. Tirvathirakali 

Answer-A 

Explanation 

 

Kathakali 

• Kathakali is an efflorescent art form of Kerala. 

• Kathakali is probably the oldest theatre forms in the world.  

• It originated in the state of Kerala and the Kathakali dancers perform a group presentation, in which 
they act upon various roles which are traditionally based on themes from sacred Hindu mythology, 
especially the two epics, the Ramayana and the Mahabharata. 

• The actor in Kathakali never speaks except with his hands. 
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• The text of the drama is sung for him and is the baseline for his interpretation. 

• The movements of the face, eyebrows and eyeballs, cheeks, the nose and the chin are minutely 
worked out and various emotions are registered in a flash by each individual actor-dancer. 

• The roles of women are generally played by men, though of late, women are entering the arena 

• A cylindrical drum called chenda, another horizontally held drum (maddalam), cymbals and a gong 
form the musical accompaniment, with two vocalists rendering the songs.  

• The language of the songs used for Kathakali is Manipravalam. 

• Though most of the songs are set in ragas based on the microtone-heavy Carnatic music, there is a 
distinct style of plain-note rendition, which is known as the Sopanam style. 

• This typically Kerala style of rendition takes its roots from the temple songs which used to be sung 
(continues even now at several temples) at the time when Kathakali was born. 

• The costume is the most distinctive characteristic of Kathakali.   

• The makeup is very elaborate and the costumes are very large and heavy. 
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4. Toto Tribal People are found in which of the following states ? 

Choose the correct answer -  

A. Jharkhand 

B. West Bengal 

C. Nagaland 

D. Andhra Pradesh 

Answer-B 

Explanation 

 

TOTO TRIBE 

• The Toto is an isolated tribal group residing only in a small enclave called Totopara in the Alipurduar 
district of West Bengal 

• Totopara is located at the foot of the Himalayas just to the south of the borderline 
between Bhutan and West Bengal (on the western bank of Torsa river). 

• Totos were nearly becoming extinct in the 1950s, but recent measures to safeguard their areas from 
being swamped with outsiders have helped preserve their unique heritage and also helped the 
population grow 

• It is a very primitive inheritance, considered as Mongoloid people. 

• Toto People belong in the Indo- Bhutanese tribal community. 

• Now a day's all Toto people concentrate in Totopara, 22 km away from Madarihat, Alipurduar 
District.  

• They have flat nose, small eye, broad and square cheeks, thick lips and black iris. 
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• Toto tribes believed in joint family system as like as other Indian communities people, but nuclear 
family are also available. 

• Monogamy is common form of marriage among the Toto but polygamy is not prohibited.   

• They have a simple lifestyle and are largely dependent on trading vegetables and fruits.  

• In spite of the fact that they define themselves as Hindus, the Totos are believers of God Ishpa and 
goddess Cheima. 

 

 

 

  

http://t.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com/


5. Which of the following statements about Kondwani cave art is/ are correct ? 

1. They are pictorial depictions of Jataka stories. 

2. The Buddhist rock-cut architecture found in these caves belongs to the Mahayan phase 
of Buddhism. 

Choose the correct answer –  

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer-A 

Explanation 

 

KONDANA CAVE ART 

• Kondane cave art depicts myth and daily life. 

• Archaeologists discovered around 40 rock paintings in Kondane caves in Raigarh district in 
Maharashtra a few years ago. 

• These paintings include a hunter standing with a bow and arrow, a Barasingh, footprints, palm 
impressions and some trees. 

• The images were found in both natural caverns and man-made caves. 
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• The man-made caves also feature Buddhist architecture such as a ‘chaitya’ (prayer hall) and a 
monastery. 

• A striking image found was that of a mythical figure, perhaps a demon. Other paintings reflected 
everyday life and occupations such as hunting deer. 

• The Buddhist rock-cut architecture found in these caves belongs to the Hinayana phase of Buddhism. 
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Day 24 – Polity 

1. With reference to ‘annual financial statement’, which of the following statements is/are 
correct? 

1. Article 112 of the Constitution deals with ‘annual financial statement’. 

2. No demand for a grant can be made without the recommendation of the President. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. According to Article 124 of the Constitution of India, which of the following is not 
prescribed in qualification to be appointed as Judge of Supreme Court? 

A. He/She should be a citizen of India. 

B. He/She should be at least 35 years of age. 

C. He/She should have been an advocate of a High Courts for at least ten years. 

D. He/She has been for at least five years a Judge of a High Court or of two or more such 
Courts in succession. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Consider the following statements: 

1. Article 1 describes India as a ‘Union of States’ rather than a ‘Federation of States’. 

2. Indian constitution is federal in structure. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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4. Which of the following procedures of amendments have been provided by Article 368 of 
the Indian Constitution? 

1. By a two-thirds majority of the members of each House present and voting, and a 
majority of the total membership of each House. 

2. By a two-thirds majority of the members of each House present and voting, and a 
majority of the total membership of each House with the ratification by half of the total 
states. 

3. By a majority of more than 50% of the members present and voting. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

A. 1 only 

B. 1 and 2 only 

C. 2 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2, and 3 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. With reference to Article 164 of the Indian Constitution, consider the following 
statements: 

1. There should be a Minister in charge of tribal welfare in the states of Chhattisgarh, 
Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, and Odisha. 

2. The number of ministers in a State, including the Chief Minister, in a state shall not be 
less than 12. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

1. With reference to ‘annual financial statement’, which of the following statements is/are 
correct? 

1. Article 112 of the Constitution deals with ‘annual financial statement’. 

2. No demand for a grant can be made without the recommendation of the President. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer-A 

Explanation 

• Statement 1 is CORRECT: Article 112(1) states that, the President shall in respect of every financial year 
cause to be laid before both the Houses of Parliament a statement of the estimated receipts and 
expenditure of the Government of India for that year, in this Part referred to as the “annual financial 

statement". 

• Statement 2 is NOT CORRECT: Article 112(3) states that, no demand for a grant shall be made except 
on the recommendation of the President. 
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2. According to Article 124 of the Constitution of India, which of the following is not 
prescribed in qualification to be appointed as Judge of Supreme Court? 

A. He/She should be a citizen of India. 

B. He/She should be at least 35 years of age. 

C. He/She should have been an advocate of a High Courts for at least ten years. 

D. He/She has been for at least five years a Judge of a High Court or of two or more such 
Courts in succession 

Answer-B 

Explanation 

• The Constitution of India has not prescribed the minimum age for appointment as a judge of the 
Supreme Court. 

• Article 124 (3) states that a person shall not be qualified for appointment as a Judge of the Supreme 
Court unless he is a citizen of India. 

• He has been for at least five years a Judge of a High Court or of two or more such Courts in succession. 

• Or has been for at least ten years an advocate of a High Court or of two or more such Courts in 
succession. 

• Or is, in the opinion of the President, a distinguished jurist. 
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3. Consider the following statements: 

1. Article 1 describes India as a ‘Union of States’ rather than a ‘Federation of States’. 

2. Indian constitution is federal in structure. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer-C 

Explanation 

Statement 1 is CORRECT 

• Article 1 describes India, that is, Bharat as a ‘Union of States’ rather than a ‘Federation of States’. 

• According to Dr. B.R.Ambedkar, the phrase ‘Union of States’ has been preferred to ‘Federation of States’ 
for two reasons: 

• The Indian Federation is not the result of an agreement among the states like the American Federation. 

• The states have no right to secede from the federation. 

Statement 2 is CORRECT 

• The country is described as ‘Union’ although its constitution is federal in structure. 
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4. Which of the following procedures of amendments have been provided by Article 368 of 
the Indian Constitution? 

1. By a two-thirds majority of the members of each House present and voting, and a 
majority of the total membership of each House. 

2. By a two-thirds majority of the members of each House present and voting, and a 
majority of the total membership of each House with the ratification by half of the total 
states. 

3. By a majority of more than 50% of the members present and voting. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

A. 1 only 

B. 1 and 2 only 

C. 2 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2, and 3 

Answer-B 

Explanation 

Article 368 provides for the following two types of procedures of amendments: 

• Some provisions can be amended by a special majority of the Parliament, i.e., a two-thirds majority of 
the members of each House present and voting, and a majority of the total membership of each House. 

• Some other provisions can be amended by a special majority of the Parliament and with the ratification 
by half of the total states. 

• Some provisions of the Constitution can be amended by a simple majority of the Parliament in the 
manner of the ordinary legislative process and these amendments do not come under Article 368. 
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5. With reference to Article 164 of the Indian Constitution, consider the following 
statements: 

1. There should be a Minister in charge of tribal welfare in the states of Chhattisgarh, 
Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, and Odisha. 

2. The number of ministers in a State, including the Chief Minister, in a state shall not be 
less than 12. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer-C 

Explanation 

Statement 1 is CORRECT 

• According to Article 164: In the states of Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh and Odisha, there 
shall be a Minister in charge of tribal welfare who may in addition be in charge of the welfare of the 
scheduled castes and backward classes or any other work. 

• The state of Bihar was excluded from this provision by the 94th Amendment Act of 2006. 

Statement 2 is CORRECT 

• Same article states that the total number of ministers, including the chief minister, in the council of 
ministers in a state shall not exceed 15 per cent of the total strength of the legislative assembly of that 

state. 

• But, the number of ministers, including the chief minister, in a state shall not be less than 12. 

• This provision was added by the 91st Amendment Act of 2003. 
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Day 25 – Economy 

1. Recently an electronic marketplace, e-SANTA, was launched. Consider the following 
statements with respect to the same. 

1. It is a platform to connect aqua farmers and the buyers. 

2. It is being implemented by Rajiv Gandhi Centre for Aquaculture (RGCA). 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. None of the above 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Which one of the following statements is incorrect with respect to Equalization Levy? 

A. It is a direct tax, which is withheld at the time of payment made to a non-resident service 
provider.  

B. It is imposed under the Finance Act 2016 and not as a part of the Indian Income Tax Act, 
1961. 

C. Fees for technical services are included in the scope of the Equalization Levy. 

D. None of the above 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. In which of the following sectors FDI of upto 100 percent is allowed under Automatic 
Route. 

1. Insurance Intermediaries 

2. Companies seeking new industrial licenses in Defence Sector 

3. Telecom services sector. 

4. Food Processing 

Select the correct code. 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 1, 3 and 4 only 

C. 1, 2 and 3 only 

D. 3 and 4 only 
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4. With reference to Capital Gains Tax, which of the following comes under the category of 
Capital Asset? 

1. Agricultural land in rural India 

2. Any assets or shares received by a partner of a company when s/he retires. 

3. Securities listed on a recognized stock exchange in India. 

4. Zero coupon bonds 

Select the correct code. 

A. 1, 2 and 3 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 2, 3 and 4 only 

D. 1, 2, 3 and 4 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

5.Which one of the following statements is incorrect with respect to the amended rules for 
initial public offerings? 

A. Anchor investors can sell half their shares after the 30-day lock-in, but can sell the 
remaining shares only after 90 days from the date of allotment. 

B. One third of the portion available to Non-institutional investors (NIIs) shall be reserved 
for applicants with application size of more than Rs 2 lakh and up to Rs 10 lakh rupees. 

C. Existing shareholders owning more than 20 percent of pre-issue cannot offer more than 
50 percent of their shares in an IPO. 

D. None of the above 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

1. Recently an electronic marketplace, e-SANTA, was launched. Consider the following 
statements with respect to the same. 

1. It is a platform to connect aqua farmers and the buyers. 

2. It is being implemented by Rajiv Gandhi Centre for Aquaculture (RGCA). 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. None of the above 

Answer-A 

Explanation 

Context 

e-SANTA is an electronic marketplace providing a platform to connect aqua farmers and the buyers. 

• It will enable the farmers to get a better price and the exporters to directly purchase quality products 
from the farmers enhancing traceability, a key factor in international trade.  

• The term e-SANTA was coined for the web portal, meaning Electronic Solution for Augmenting NaCSA 
farmers' Trade in Aquaculture.  

• National Centre for Sustainable Aquaculture (NaCSA) is an extension arm of Marine Products Export 
Development Authority (MPEDA), Govt. of India, Ministry of Commerce & Industry. 

e-SANTA will RAISE the lives & income of farmers by: 

• Reducing Risk 

• Awareness of Products & Markets 

• Increase in Income 

• Shielding Against Wrong Practice 

• Ease of Processes 

• e-SANTA is a Digital Bridge to end the market divide and will act as an alternative marketing tool 
between farmers & buyers by eliminating middlemen.  

• The Platform is available in many languages, which will help the local population. 
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2. Which one of the following statements is incorrect with respect to Equalization Levy? 

A. It is a direct tax, which is withheld at the time of payment made to a non-resident service 
provider.  

B. It is imposed under the Finance Act 2016 and not as a part of the Indian Income Tax Act, 
1961. 

C. Fees for technical services are included in the scope of the Equalization Levy. 

D. None of the above 

Answer-C 

Explanation 

• Equalization Levy was introduced in India in 2016, with the intention of taxing the digital transactions 
i.e. the income accruing to foreign e-commerce companies from India. It is aimed at taxing business to 
business transactions. 

• In India, 6% EL was introduced in 2016. 

• Equalization Levy is a direct tax, which is withheld at the time of payment by the service recipient.  

• The two conditions to be met to be liable to equalization levy: 

• The payment should be made to a non-resident service provider; 

• The annual payment made to one service provider exceeds Rs. 1,00,000 in one financial year. 

• In 2020, the Indian Income-tax Act expanded the scope of Equalization Levy (commonly referred to as 
‘Equalization Levy 2.0 or EL 2.0’) as part of the Finance Act 2020.  

• EL 2.0 was made effective on April 1, 2020.  

• The new levy now includes a 2 per cent tax on gross revenues received by a non-resident “e-commerce 

operator” from the provision of ‘e-commerce supply or service’ to Indian residents or non-resident 
companies having a permanent establishment in India. 

• Further, amendments were made in the Finance Act 2021 to clarify and expand the scope of EL 2.0.  

• Goods owned by Indians not to attract Equalization Levy. 

• Royalty and fees for technical services will be excluded from EL. 

• It will apply even to companies that do not own the goods or provide services on their platforms but 
receive payment online. 
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3. In which of the following sectors FDI of up to 100 percent is allowed under Automatic 
Route. 

1. Insurance Intermediaries 

2. Companies seeking new industrial licenses in Defense Sector 

3. Telecom services sector. 

4. Food Processing 

Select the correct code. 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 1, 3 and 4 only 

C. 1, 2 and 3 only 

D. 3 and 4 only 

Answer-B 

Explanation 

• The changes in the FDI policy can be broadly categorized into measures taken to improve foreign 
participation while protecting Indian industry from opportunistic takeovers, to enhance transparency 
and rationalization of processes and steps to monitor and expedite implementation. 

Automatic Route 

• Under the Automatic Route, the non-resident investor or the Indian company does not require any 
approval from Government of India for the investment. 

Government Route 

• Under the Government Route, prior to investment, approval from the Government of India is required. 
Proposals for foreign direct investment under Government route, are considered by respective 
Administrative Ministry/ Department. 

Defense Sector 

• The FDI policy amendments, notified vide Press Note 4 (2020 series) dated 17.09.2020, have been carried 
out to realize the vision of an AtmaNirbhar Bharat.  

• Now, FDI in defense sector is allowed up to 74 per cent through automatic route (from earlier 49 
percent) for companies seeking new industrial licenses.  

• FDI beyond 74 percent and up to 100 per cent will be permitted under Government route.  

• For existing FDI approved holders/defence licensees, infusion of fresh foreign investment up to 
49percent resulting in change in equity/ shareholding pattern can be done by making declaration 
within 30 days 
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Insurance Sector 

• Government issued Press Note 2(2021) dated 14.06.2021 to raise the permissible FDI limit from 49 
percent to 74 percent in Insurance Companies under the automatic route and allow foreign ownership 
and control with safeguards. 

• Intermediaries and Insurance Intermediaries (upto 100%) : including insurance brokers, re-insurance 
brokers, insurance consultants, corporate agents, third party administrator, Surveyors and loss 
assessors and such other entities, as may be notified by the Insurance Regulatory and Development 
Authority of India from Time to Time. 

Telecom sector 

• Press Note 4 (2021) dated 06.10.2021 has been issued to permit foreign investment up to 100percent 
under automatic route in Telecom services sector. 

• FDI in Telecom sector is subject to observance of licensing and security conditions by licensee as well 
as investors as notified by the Department of Telecommunications (DoT) from time to time, except 
“Other Service Providers”, which are allowed 100% FDI on the automatic route 

Food Processing 

• 100% FDI is permitted under the automatic route in food processing industries in India.  

• 100% FDI is allowed through the government approval route for trading, including through e-
commerce in respect of food products manufactured or produced in India 
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4. With reference to Capital Gains Tax, which of the following comes under the category of 
Capital Asset? 

1. Agricultural land in rural India 

2. Any assets or shares received by a partner of a company when s/he retires. 

3. Securities listed on a recognized stock exchange in India. 

4. Zero coupon bonds 

Select the correct code. 

A. 1, 2 and 3 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 2, 3 and 4 only 

D. 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Answer-C 

Explanation 

• Land, building, house property, vehicles, patents, trademarks, leasehold rights, machinery, and jewelry 
are a few examples of capital assets.  

• This includes having rights in or in relation to an Indian company. It also includes the rights of 
management or control or any other legal right 

The following do not come under the category of capital asset: 

• Any stock, consumables, or raw material, held for the purpose of business or profession. 

• Personal goods such as clothes and furniture held for personal use 

• Agricultural land in rural India 

• 6½% gold bonds (1977) or 7% gold bonds (1980) or national defense gold bonds (1980) issued by the 
central government 

• Special bearer bonds (1991) 

• Gold deposit bond issued under the gold deposit scheme (1999) or deposit certificates issued under the 
Gold Monetisation Scheme, 2015. 

• The 2021 amendment imposes Capital Gains Tax on any assets or shares received by a partner of a 

company when s/he retires. 
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5.Which one of the following statements is incorrect with respect to the amended rules for 
initial public offerings? 

A. Anchor investors can sell half their shares after the 30-day lock-in, but can sell the 
remaining shares only after 90 days from the date of allotment. 

B. One third of the portion available to Non-institutional investors (NIIs) shall be reserved 
for applicants with application size of more than Rs 2 lakh and up to Rs 10 lakh rupees. 

C. Existing shareholders owning more than 20 percent of pre-issue cannot offer more than 
50 percent of their shares in an IPO. 

D. None of the above 

Answer-D 

Explanation 

• Capital and commodities market regulator SEBI amended the rules for initial public offerings, both for 
investors as well as the issuing companies.  

• The regulator also made changes to the rules relating to preferential allotment of shares. 

Fund raising by companies through IPOs: 

• Previous rule: Companies did not have to specify how much of the funds raised would be earmarked 
for acquisitions, and/or for routine investments. 

• New rule: If the company has not identified any acquisition or investment target, the amount for this 
and the amount for general corporate purpose (GCP) cannot exceed 35 percent of the total amount being 
raised.  

• Also, if the acquisition target is not identified, the amount cannot exceed 25 percent of the total amount 
raised 

Anchor investors 

• Previous rule: All anchor investors in an IPO had a lock-in period of 30 days from the date of allotment. 

• Revised rule: Anchor investors can sell half their shares after the 30-day lock-in, but can sell the 
remaining shares only after 90 days from the date of allotment. 

Non-institutional investors or HNIs 

• Previous rule: 35 percent of the IPO would be earmarked for NIIs. 

• Revised rule: One third of the portion available to NIIs shall be reserved for applicants with application 
size of more than Rs 2 lakh and up to Rs 10 lakh rupees. 

Price band for book built IPOs 

• Previous rule: Companies going public could set a price band as they chose. 

• New rule: The upper price band has to be at least 105 percent of the lower price band. For example, if 
the lower price band is Rs 100, then then the upper price band has to be Rs 105 at least. 
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Offer for sale 

• Previous rule: No limits on sale of shares by existing shareholders 

• New rule: Existing shareholders owning more than 20 percent of pre-issue cannot offer more than 50 
percent of their shares in an IPO. Those holding less than 20 percent of pre-issue, cannot sell more than 
10 percent of their shares. 

Utilization of IPO proceeds 

• Previous rule: Funds raised through IPOs were not monitored by rating agencies. 

• Revised rules: Rating agencies to monitor use of IPO proceeds till 100 percent of it is spent. 

Preferential allotment pricing formula 

• Previous rule: Floor price to be higher of the volume weighted average price (VWAP) of the last two 
weeks or the last 26 weeks. 

• New rule: Floor price to be higher than VWAP of last 90 days or 10 days. 
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Day 26 – Environment 

1. Consider the following statements in context to Perform, Achieve and Trade (PAT) system: 

1. It is a competitive mechanism for reducing energy use in large industries 

2. Industries that overachieve their targets are issued energy savings certificates (ESCerts)  

3. Ministry of renewable energy is responsible for the implementation of PAT system 

Select the correct answer code:  

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. All of the above 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Consider the following statements : 

1. National Energy Conservation Awards are given to the energy-intensive units of various 
sectors for their exceptional achievements in reducing the specific energy consumption. 

2. SAATHEE portal aims to initiate transformation in the education and health sectors and 
build 3 future ‘role model’ states. 

Select the correct answer code:  

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. None of the above 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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3. Consider the following in context to System of Air Quality and Weather Forecasting And 
Research (SAFAR) 

1. It gives out real-time air quality index on 24x7 basis with colour coding along with 72-
hour advance forecast. 

2. It monitors same number of parameters as air quality index. 

3. It is an initiative introduced by the Ministry of environment 

Select the correct answer code:  

A. 1 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. All of the above 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Consider the following statements regarding Compensatory Afforestation Fund 
Management and Planning Authority (CAMPA) Act 2016: 

1. It was enacted to manage the funds collected for compensatory afforestation  

2. It seeks to establish the National Compensatory Afforestation Fund under 
the Consolidated Fund of India 

3. The National Fund will receive 90% of these funds, and the State Funds will receive the 
remaining 10%. 

Select the correct answer using codes: 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 2 only 

D. All of the above 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Recently PRANA portal seen in news, related to :  

A. Health insurance 

B. Air pollution  

C. Domestic violence 

D. Road accidents 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

1. Consider the following statements in context to Perform, Achieve and Trade (PAT) system: 

1. It is a competitive mechanism for reducing energy use in large industries 

2. Industries that overachieve their targets are issued energy savings certificates (ESCerts)  

3. Ministry of renewable energy is responsible for the implementation of PAT system 

Select the correct answer code:  

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. All of the above 

Answer: - A 

• Perform, Achieve and Trade’ (PAT) scheme introduced in 2008 by the Indian government to improve 
energy efficiency in Indian industries and consequently reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 

• It is a competitive mechanism under NMEEE for reducing energy use in large industries. 

• The government shortlists industries and restricts the amount of energy they can consume and defines 
a time limit of three years by when this restriction should be met as part of PAT scheme. 

• These three years of time are called one PAT cycle.  

• The industries are chosen after in-depth, sector-wise analysis by the government. 

• Industries that participate in this scheme are called designated consumers (DC).  

• Those that overachieve their targets are issued energy savings certificates (ESCerts) that can be traded 
with industries that have not achieved their targets. 

• Non-achievers have to buy the ESCerts after the three years for compliance.  

• Announcements for six cycles since 2012 have been made so far. 

• PAT scheme covered about 13 energy-intensive sectors. Sectors included are thermal power plants 
(TPP), cement, aluminium, iron and steel, pulp and paper, fertiliser, chlor-alkali, petroleum refineries, 
petrochemicals, distribution companies, railways, textile and commercial buildings (hotels and 
airports). 

• PAT Scheme or the Perform, Achieve and Trade Scheme was launched by the Bureau of Energy 
Efficiency (BEE). 
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2. Consider the following statements : 

1. National Energy Conservation Awards are given to the energy-intensive units of various 
sectors for their exceptional achievements in reducing the specific energy consumption. 

2. SAATHEE portal aims to initiate transformation in the education and health sectors and 
build 3 future ‘role model’ states. 

Select the correct answer code:  

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. None of the above 

Answer: - A 

National Energy Conservation Awards  

• Are given to the energy-intensive units of various sectors of the Indian economy for their exceptional 
achievements in reducing the specific energy consumption. 

• For NECA (2021), online applications were called from Industry, Transport, Building, Institution and 
Appliance category, which were further divided in 30 Sectors. A total of 408 applicants participated for 
NECA 2021 till closing date.  

• The award committee chaired by Secretary, Power has finalised the awardees. 

• Bureau of Energy Efficiency, under the guidance of Ministry of Power, recognises and encourages 
endeavours of industrial units, institutions and establishments in reducing energy consumption by 
felicitating them with National Energy Conservation Awards (NECA) on the occasion of National 
Energy Conservation Day, celebrated on 14th December every year. 

• Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) launched SAATHEE (State-wise Actions on Annual Targets and 
Headways on Energy Efficiency) – a portal for State Designated Agency (SDA) for state level 
activities in the energy conservation sphere. 
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3. Consider the following in context to System of Air Quality and Weather Forecasting And 
Research (SAFAR) : 

1. It gives out real-time air quality index on 24x7 basis with colour coding along with 72-
hour advance forecast. 

2. It monitors same number of parameters as air quality index. 

3. It is an initiative introduced by the Ministry of environment. 

Select the correct answer code:  

A. 1 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. All of the above 

Answer: - A 

SAFAR 

• The System of Air Quality and Weather Forecasting And Research (SAFAR) is an initiative introduced 
by the Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES) 

• The system is indigenously developed by the Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology (IITM), 

Pune and is operationalised by the India Meteorological Department (IMD). 

• The giant true colour LED display gives out real-time air quality index on 24x7 basis with colour 
coding along with 72-hour advance forecast. 

• The system will be an integral part of India’s first Air Quality Early Warning System operational in 
Delhi. 

• SAFAR will accelerate public awareness and preparedness of air pollution and weather extremes. 

• It will also lead to better understanding of linkages among emissions, weather, pollution and 
climate.  

• It will monitor all weather parameters like temperature, rainfall, humidity, and wind speed and 
wind direction. 

• In addition to regular air quality parameters like PM2.5, PM10, Sulphur Dioxide, Ozone, Nitrogen 
Oxides, Carbon Monoxide, the system will also monitor the existence of Benzene, Toluene and 

Xylene. 

• SAFAR system would benefit cost savings to several other sectors like agriculture, aviation, 

infrastructure, disaster management skill, tourism and many others, which directly or indirectly get 
affected by air quality and weather. 
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4. Consider the following statements regarding Compensatory Afforestation Fund 
Management and Planning Authority (CAMPA) Act 2016: 

1. It was enacted to manage the funds collected for compensatory afforestation.  

2. It seeks to establish the National Compensatory Afforestation Fund under 
the Consolidated Fund of India. 

3. The National Fund will receive 90% of these funds, and the State Funds will receive the 
remaining 10%. 

Select the correct answer using codes: 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 2 only 

D. All of the above 

Answer: - A 

CAMPA Act 2016: 

• To compensate for the loss of forest area and to maintain sustainability, the Government of India 
came up with a well-defined Act, known as CAMPA (Compensatory Afforestation Fund Management 
and Planning Authority). 

• The law establishes the National Compensatory Afforestation Fund under the Public Account of 
India and a State Compensatory Afforestation Fund under the Public Account of each state. 

• These Funds will receive payments for  

• compensatory afforestation, 

• Net present value of forest (NPV), and 

• other project specific payments.  

• The National Fund will receive 10% of these funds, and the State Funds will receive the remaining 
90%. 

• According to the Act’s provision, a company diverting forest land must provide alternative land to 
take up compensatory afforestation. 

• For afforestation, the company should pay to plant new trees in the alternative land provided to the 
state. 
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5. Recently PRANA portal seen in news, related to :  

A. Health insurance 

B. Air pollution  

C. Domestic violence 

D. Road accidents 

Answer: - B 

Ministry of Environment, Forest, and Climate Change, recently launched PRANA. 

About PRANA 

• PRANA meaning ‘Life’ in Sanskrit, is a portal for regulation of air pollution in 132 cities across the 
country. 

• PRANA or the Portal for Regulation of Air-pollution in Non-Attainment cities under the National 

Clean Air Programme (NCAP) would support tracking of the physical and financial status of city air 
action plan implementation.  

• It would also disseminate information on air quality to the public while also providing 

comprehensive information related to NCAP programme details, progress, city action plans, 
implementation updates by city/state/national level agencies, air quality data, and trends, etc. 
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Day 27 – Science & Technology 

1. Consider the following statements  : 

1. If a planet has an atmosphere and magnetic field, they probably have auroras. 

2. Unlike earth Jupiter and Saturn do not have strong magnetic field 

3. Hope spacecraft recently captured images of discrete auroras 

Select the correct answer code:  

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. All of the above 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Which among the following is/are types of biometric identifiers 

1. DNA matching 

2. walking gait 

3. Typing patterns 

4. Digital signatures 

Select the correct answer code:  

A. 1 and  2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. All of the above 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Recently NASA’s Cassini spacecraft has detected an unusually high concentration of 
methane in the moons of Saturn .As per latest information, which among the following 
could be the most likely reason behind methane release: 

A. Hydrothermal vents on seafloors are known to release methane 

B. Methane produced via biological methanogenesis 

C. Core of moon release high amount of methane 

D. Atmospheric lightening causes release of methane 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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4. Consider the following statements : 

1. Nano particles are those materials that are at least three dimensions smaller than 100 
nanometres.  

2. A reduction in particle size of a substance results in decreased surface/volume ratio per 
unit weight 

3. The effectiveness of recently launched Nano Urea Liquid is more as compare to 
conventional urea 

Select the correct answer code:  

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 3 only 

D. All of the above 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Consider the following statements  

1. Generally, droplets are smaller in size as compared to aerosol. 

2. Aerosol can travel to a longer distance as compared to droplets. 

Select the correct answer code:  

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. None of the above 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

1. Consider the following statements 

1. If a planet has an atmosphere and magnetic field, they probably have auroras. 

2. Unlike earth Jupiter and Saturn do not have strong magnetic field 

3. Hope spacecraft recently captured images of discrete auroras 

Select the correct answer code:  

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. All of the above 

Answer: - C 

UAE’s Hope spacecraft recently captured images of glowing atmospheric lights in the Mars night sky, known 
as discrete auroras. 

Hope Probe 

• Arab world’s first mission to Mars orbiting the Red Planet (Mars) since February 2021.  

Do other Planets get auroras? 

• If a planet has an atmosphere and magnetic field, they probably have auroras. 

• The gas giants in our solar system (Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune) each have thick 

atmospheres and strong magnetic fields, and each has auroras — although these auroras are a little 
different from Earth’s, given they are formed under different conditions. 

Discrete auroras on Mars 

Magnetic field on Mars and Aurora 

• Martian magnetic field has largely died out due to molten iron at the interior of the planet - which 

produces magnetism - has cooled. 

• However, the Martian crust, which hardened billions of years ago when the magnetic field still 
existed, retains some magnetism. 

• Due to this magnetism on Mars is unevenly distributed, with fields strewn across the planet and 
differing in direction and strength. 

• These disjointed fields channel the solar wind to different parts of the Martian atmosphere, creating 

“discrete” auroras over the entire surface of the planet as charged particles interact with atoms and 
molecules in the sky– as they do on Earth. 
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2. Which among the following is/are types of biometric identifiers 

1. DNA matching 

2. walking gait 

3. Typing patterns 

4. Digital signatures 

Select the correct answer code:  

A. 1 and  2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. All of the above 

Answer: - D 

Types of biometrics 

The two main types of biometric identifiers are either physiological characteristics or behavioral 
characteristics. 

Physiological identifiers relate to the composition of the user being authenticated and 
include the following: 

• facial recognition 

• fingerprints 

• finger geometry (the size and position of fingers) 

• iris recognition 

• vein recognition 

• retina scanning 

• voice recognition 

• DNA (deoxyribonucleic acid) matching 

• digital signatures 

Behavioral identifiers include  

• the unique ways in which individuals act, including recognition of typing patterns, walking gait and 
other gestures. Some of these behavioral identifiers can be used to provide continuous authentication 
instead of a single one-off authentication check. 
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3. Recently NASA’s Cassini spacecraft has detected an unusually high concentration of 
methane in the moons of Saturn .As per latest information, which among the following 
could be the most likely reason behind methane release: 

A. Hydrothermal vents on seafloors are known to release methane 

B. Methane produced via biological methanogenesis 

C. Core of moon release high amount of methane 

D. Atmospheric lightening causes release of methane 

Answer: - B 

Life on Saturn’s Moon 

NASA’s Cassini spacecraft has detected an unusually high concentration of methane, along with carbon 

dioxide and dihydrogen, in the moons of Saturn by flying through their plumes. 

• The spacecraft has found that Titan has methane in its atmosphere and Enceladus has a liquid ocean 

with erupting plumes of gas and water. 

Possibility 

• Methanogenesis or methane production by microbes could explain the molecular hydrogen and 
methane 

• Methane could be formed by the chemical breakdown of organic matter present in Enceladus’ core. 

Analysis 

• On Earth, hydrothermal vents on seafloors are known to release methane, but this happens at a very 

slow rate.  

• The results suggest that methane production from hydrothermal vents is not sufficient to explain the 
high methane concentration detected by Cassini in the plumes.  

• An additional amount of methane produced via biological methanogenesis could match Cassini’s 
observations. 
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4. Consider the following statements : 

1. Nano particles are those materials that are at least three dimensions smaller than 100 
nanometres.  

2. A reduction in particle size of a substance results in decreased surface/volume ratio 
per unit weight 

3. The effectiveness of recently launched Nano Urea Liquid is more as compare to 
conventional urea 

Select the correct answer code:  

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 3 only 

D. All of the above 

Answer: - C 

• Nanotechnology is the understanding and control of matter at dimensions between approximately 1 

and 100 nanometers, where unique phenomena enable novel applications. 

• NPs are those materials that are at least one dimension smaller than 100 nanometres.  

• A reduction in particle size of a substance results in increased surface/volume ratio per unit weight 

Indian Farmers Fertiliser Cooperative Limited (IFFCO) launched the Nano Urea Liquid 

• Indigenously developed at Nano Biotechnology Research Centre, Kalol, Gujrat 

• Indian Farmers Fertiliser Cooperative Limited (1967) cooperative societies which is wholly owned 
by Indian Cooperatives. 

• To enable Indian farmers to prosper through timely supply of reliable, high quality agricultural inputs 
and services in an environmentally sustainable manner 
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5. Consider the following statements  

1. Generally, droplets are smaller in size as compared to aerosol. 

2. Aerosol can travel to a longer distance as compared to droplets. 

Select the correct answer code:  

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. None of the above 

Answer: - B 

Aerosols-COVID relation 

• Aerosols can be carried in the air for up to 10 m and improving the ventilation of indoor spaces will 
reduce transmission, a government advisory on stopping the spread of COVID-19 

• Droplets and aerosols were the key transmission modes of the virus.  

• While droplets fell up to 2 m from an infected person, aerosols could travel up to 10 m.  
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Day 28 – Geography 

1. Identify the incorrect statements : 

1. Conventional El Nino is characterized by strong anomalous warming in the eastern 
Pacific Ocean . 

2. El Nino Modoki is associated with strong anomalous warming in the central Pacific and 
cooling in the eastern and western Pacific Ocean.  

Select the correct code. 

A. Only 1  

B. Only 2 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Consider the following pairs :  ( UPSC PYQ)  

1. Wetlands  : Confluence  of rivers  

2. Harike\ Wetlands : Confluence of Beas and Sutlej/ Sutlej  

3. Ketolide Ghana National Park : Confluence of Banas and Chambal 

4. Koller Lake : Confluence of Musi and Krishna  

Which of the above pairs is/are correctly matched ?  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 and 3 only  

C. 1 and 3 only  

D. 1, 2 and 3 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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3. Identify the correct statements in context with ‘Pesticide Treadmill’ 

1. The pesticide treadmill is characterized by pesticide overuse by applying pesticides 
frequently, using high dosages, and the use of a limited range of active ingredients.  

2. This decreases the effectiveness of the pesticide, allowing pests to develop resistance to 
the chemicals. 

3. The pesticide treadmill is partly responsible for the development of superbugs and 
superweeds.  

Which of the above pairs is/are correctly matched ? 

A. Only 1 and 2 

B. Only 2 and 3 

C. Only 3 and 4 

D. 1,2 and 3 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Which of the following are matched correctly? 

1. Nechiphu Tunnel : Arunachal Pradesh  

2. Atal Tunnel : Himachal Pradesh 

3. Dobra-Chanthi Bridge : Uttarakhand  

4. Koilwar Bridge :  Bihar  

Which of the above pairs is/are correctly matched ? 

A. 1,2 and 3  

B. 2,3 and 4 only 

C. 1,2 and 4 only 

D. All of the above 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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5. Snow line is the boundary between a snow-covered and snow-free surface. This snow line 
is higher for Eastern Himalayas compared to that of Western Himalayas.  

Choose the correct reasons in context with the same. 

1. The altitude of the Western Himalayas is higher than the Eastern Himalayas. 

2. Eastern Himalayas receive more precipitation from south-west monsoon in the summers 
than compared to Western Himalayas. 

Which of the above pairs is/are correctly matched ? 

A. Only 1 

B. Only 2 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Click here to watch the following topics on Youtube 

1. Identify the incorrect statements : 

1. Conventional El Nino is characterized by strong anomalous warming in the eastern 
Pacific Ocean . 

2. El Nino Modoki is associated with strong anomalous warming in the central Pacific and 
cooling in the eastern and western Pacific Ocean.  

Select the correct code. 

A. Only 1  

B. Only 2 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer-D 

Explanation 

 

• Conventional El Nino is characterized by strong anomalous warming in the eastern equatorial Pacific. 

• Whereas, El Nino Modoki is associated with strong anomalous warming in the central tropical Pacific 
and cooling in the eastern and western tropical Pacific . 

• Such zonal gradients result in anomalous two-cell Walker Circulation over the tropical Pacific, with a 
wet region in the central Pacific. 
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2. Consider the following pairs :  ( UPSC PYQ)  

1. Wetlands  : Confluence  of rivers  

2. Harike\ Wetlands : Confluence of Beas and Sutlej/ Sutlej  

3. Ketolide Ghana National Park : Confluence of Banas and Chambal 

4. Koller Lake : Confluence of Musi and Krishna  

Which of the above pairs is/are correctly matched ?  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 and 3 only  

C. 1 and 3 only  

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer-A 

Explanation 

1. Harike Wetlands : Confluence of Beas and Satluj/Sutlej  

2. Keoladeo Ghana National Park : Confluence of Gambhir and Banganga Rivers  

3. Kolleru Lake : Lies between Godavari and Krishna Delta 

By Elimination- Kolleru Lake :Lies between Godavari and Krishna Delta  
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Harike Wetlands : Confluence of Beas and Satluj/ Sutlej 

 

Keoladeo Ghana National Park :Confluence of Gambhir and Banganga Rivers 

 

3. Identify the correct statements in context with ‘Pesticide Treadmill’ 
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1. The pesticide treadmill is characterized by pesticide overuse by applying pesticides 
frequently, using high dosages, and the use of a limited range of active ingredients.  

2. This decreases the effectiveness of the pesticide, allowing pests to develop resistance to 
the chemicals. 

3. The pesticide treadmill is partly responsible for the development of superbugs and 
superweeds.  

Which of the above pairs is/are correctly matched ? 

A. Only 1 and 2 

B. Only 2 and 3 

C. Only 3 and 4 

D. 1,2 and 3 

Answer-D 

Explanation 

Pesticide Treadmill  

• The pesticide treadmill refers to a condition in which the use of pesticides results in a need for 
continuous application of pesticides, sometimes in increasingly greater concentrations. 

• Insects can gradually develop a resistance to the pesticide used to control them.  

• When this happens, another pesticide needs to be introduced or the concentration of the current 
pesticide needs to be increased.  

• Once the insects develop a resistance to this new form of control, another pesticide must be introduced. 

• This process is characterized as a treadmill, since the applications of pesticides is not a one-time or 
occasional pest control method.  

• Rather, it results in a repeated and routine application of these products. 

• The pesticide treadmill is characterized by pesticide overuse by applying pesticides frequently, using 
high dosages, and the use of a limited range of active ingredients.  

• This decreases the effectiveness of the pesticide, allowing pests to develop resistance to the chemicals 

• The pesticide treadmill is most clearly seen in agricultural operations where farmers become unable to 
grow crops without implementing seasonal pest-control programs. 

• The pesticide treadmill is partly responsible for the development of superbugs and superweeds.  

• These super pests force farmers to spend more on pesticides to balance their crop losses. 
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4. Which of the following are matched correctly? 

1. Nechiphu Tunnel : Arunachal Pradesh  

2. Atal Tunnel : Himachal Pradesh 

3. Dobra-Chanthi Bridge : Uttarakhand  

4. Koilwar Bridge :  Bihar  

Which of the above pairs is/are correctly matched ? 

A. 1,2 and 3  

B. 2,3 and 4 only 

C. 1,2 and 4 only 

D. All of the above 

Answer-D 

Explanation 

Places in News  

1. Nechiphu Tunnel  -  The tunnel is in the Balipara-Charduar-Tawang (BCT) road in West Kameng district 
of Arunachal Pradesh. 

2. Atal Tunnel : World‘s longest highway tunnel at Rohtang was recently inaugurated – Himachal Pradesh 

3. Dobra-Chanthi Bridge  -  It is  India's longest motorable single lane suspension bridge which is 440-
metre long – Uttarakhand 

4. Koilwar Bridge - This bridge, also named as Abdul Bari Bridge, is located in Bihar. The bridge will be 
named after Vashishtha Narayan Singh, a famous mathematician from the state. 
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5 . Snow line is the boundary between a snow-covered and snow-free surface. This snow 
line is higher for Eastern Himalayas compared to that of Western Himalayas.  

Choose the correct reasons in context with the same. 

1. The altitude of the Western Himalayas is higher than the Eastern Himalayas. 

2. Eastern Himalayas receive more precipitation from south-west monsoon in the summers 
than compared to Western Himalayas. 

Which of the above pairs is/are correctly matched ? 

A. Only 1 

B. Only 2 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer-C 

Explanation 

Snowline 
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• This snow line is higher for Eastern Himalayas compared to that of Western Himalayas 

• Western Himalayas are above 36°N Lat. and eastern Himalayas are below 28°N Lat - 8° - difference in 
the latitude has affected the altitude of the regional snowline so that it is lower in western Himalayas 
and higher in the east.  

• Precipitation in western Himalayas is comparatively low and occurs mostly as snowfall where as in 
eastern Himalayas the precipitation is greater and occurs mostly in the form of rain  - so snowline is 
lower in western Himalayas. 
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Day 29 – History 

1.Many of the Greeks, Shakas and Kushans embraced Buddhism rather than Hinduism 
because  -  

Select the correct Answer -  

A. Buddhism was in the ascendent at that time. 

B. They had renounced the policy of war and violence. 

C. Caste ridden Hinduism did not attract them. 

D. Buddhism provided easier access to Indian Society. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.Which of the following was the corporation of Merchants in Ancient India ? 

Select the correct Answer -  

A. Chaturvedimangalam 

B. Parishad 

C. Ashtadikgaja 

D. Manigrama 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3.The silver coin issued by the Guptas were called (UPSC PYQ) -  

Select the correct Answer -  

A. Rupaka 

B. Karshapana 

C. Dinara 

D. Pana 

___________________________________________________________________________________  

4.In the Mahayan Buddhism, the Boddhisatva Avalokiteshvara was also known as -  

Select the correct Answer -  

A. Vajrapani 

B. Manjusri 

C. Padmapani 

D. Maitreya 

___________________________________________________________________________________  
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5.What is the correct chronological order in which the following appeared in India  -  

1. Gold Coins 

2. Punch Marked Silver Coins 

3. Iron Plough  

4. Urban Culture 

Select the correct Answer -  

A. 3-4-1-2 

B. 3-4-2-1 

C. 4-3-1-2 

D. 4-3-2-1 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

1. Many of the Greeks, Shakas and Kushans embraced Buddhism rather than Hinduism 
because  -  

Select the correct Answer -  

A. Buddhism was in the ascendent at that time. 

B. They had renounced the policy of war and violence. 

C. Caste ridden Hinduism did not attract them. 

D. Buddhism provided easier access to Indian Society. 

Answer-C 

Explanation 

• The Indo-Greeks, Shakas, Kushanas entered the subcontinent during the 2nd–4th century CE when 
Brahmanical religion was at its peak.  

• The groups of conquerors from the north west were considered Mlechchas, or outsiders.  

• Classical religion did not ever welcome admission of new people.  

• Gradually some of the foreigners got incorporated into the lower varnas, however were never 
considered as Kshatriya, the warrior class. 

• On the other hand, Budhhism was rather open to embrace people. During that period Buddhism was 
gaining popularity among the common masses due to its moderate nature which was in contrast to the 
strict varna system.  

• Thus many of the Shaka, Kushana, Greek kings adopted Buddhism instead of Brahmanism  

Note 

• The term/concept of Hinduism did not exist in early India. It was Brahmanical or Classical tradition. 
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2. Which of the following was the corporation of Merchants in Ancient India ? 

Select the correct Answer -  

A. Chaturvedimangalam 

B. Parishad 

C. Ashtadikgaja 

D. Manigrama 

Answer-D 

Explanation 

• Chaturvedi Mangalam refers to a place peopled by scholars who were conversant with the four Vedas.  

• Manigrama was a large influential guild of south Indian merchants during the period of Western 
Chalukyan rulers in 10th to 12th century CE. 

• Ashtadiggajas is the collective title given to the eight Telugu scholars and poets in the court of Emperor 
Krishnadevaraya who ruled the Vijayanagar Empire from 1509 until his death in 1529. During his reign, 
Telugu literature and culture reached its zenith.  

• Parishad - A sovereign General Assembly during the Vedic Age. 
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3.The silver coin issued by the Guptas were called (UPSC PYQ) -  

Select the correct Answer -  

A. Rupaka 

B. Karshapana 

C. Dinara 

D. Pana 

Answer-A 

Explanation 

• Rupaka - a silver coin of Gupta period. 16 Rupaka was equal to 1 gold coin.  

• The Gupta monarchs were famous for their gold coins. They also issued silver coins. However, coins 
made of copper, bronze or any other alloy metals are scarce. The abundance of gold coins from the 
Gupta era has led some scholars to regard this phenomenon as the ‘rain of gold’.  

• The Gupta gold coin is known as dinars. 

• The gold coins of the Gupta rulers are the extraordinary examples of artistic excellence. The coins 
depicted the ruling monarch on the obverse and carried legends with the figure of a goddess on the 
reverse.  

• The ‘Asvamedha’ or horse-sacrifice coins were issued by both Samudragupta and Kumaragupta I.  

• Sanskrit was the language of the inscription.  

• The gold coins of the Gupta rulers are the extraordinary examples of artistic excellence. The coins 
depicted the ruling monarch on the obverse and carried legends with the figure of a goddess on the 
reverse.  

• The ‘Asvamedha’ or horse-sacrifice coins were issued by both Samudragupta and Kumaragupta I.  

• Sanskrit was the language of the inscription.  

• The gold coins of the Gupta rulers are the extraordinary examples of artistic excellence. The coins 
depicted the ruling monarch on the obverse and carried legends with the figure of a goddess on the 
reverse.  

• The ‘Asvamedha’ or horse-sacrifice coins were issued by both Samudragupta and Kumaragupta I.  

Sanskrit was the language of the inscription.  

• The gold coins of the Gupta rulers are the extraordinary examples of artistic excellence. The coins 
depicted the ruling monarch on the obverse and carried legends with the figure of a goddess on the 
reverse.  

• The ‘Asvamedha’ or horse-sacrifice coins were issued by both Samudragupta and Kumaragupta I.  

• Sanskrit was the language of the inscription.  
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4.In the Mahayan Buddhism, the Boddhisatva Avalokiteshvara was also known as -  

Select the correct Answer -  

A. Vajrapani 

B. Manjusri 

C. Padmapani 

D. Maitreya 

Answer-C 

Explanation 

• Boddhisatva - A person who is able to reach nirvana but delays doing so through compassion for 
suffering beings 

• Padanaram Boddhisatva  

• Avalokitesavara is a bodhisattva who embodies the compassion of all Buddhas. He is one of the more 
widely revered Bodhisattvas in mainstream Mahayana Buddhism.  

• In Sanskrit, Avalokiteshvara is also referred to as Padampani (“Holder of the Lotus”) 

• Maitreyan Boddhisatva  

• Maitreya, in Buddhist tradition, the future Buddha, presently a bodhisattva residing in the heaven, who 
will descend to earth to preach anew the dharma (“law”) when the teachings of Gautama Buddha have 
completely decayed.  

• The name Maitreya is derived from the Sanskrit maitri ̄ (“friendliness”). 

• Vajrayana Boddhisatva  
• Vajrapān ̣i ("Vajra in [his] hand") is one of the earliest- appearing bodhisattvas in Mahayana Buddhism. 

He is the protector and guide of Gautama Buddha and rose to symbolize the Buddha's power.  

• Vajrapāni is extensively represented in Buddhist iconography as one of the earliest three protective 
deities or bodhisattvas surrounding the Buddha. Each of them symbolizes one of the Buddha's virtues: 

• Manjushri manifests all the Buddhas' wisdom, 

• Avalokiteśvara manifests all the Buddhas' immense compassion, 

• Vajrapāni protects Buddha and manifests all the Buddhas' power. 
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5.What is the correct chronological order in which the following appeared in India  -  

1. Gold Coins 

2. Punch Marked Silver Coins 

3. Iron Plough  

4. Urban Culture 

Select the correct Answer -  

A. 3-4-1-2 

B. 3-4-2-1 

C. 4-3-1-2 

D. 4-3-2-1 

Answer-D 

Explanation 

• In India, IVC appeared as the first signs of Urbanisation between 2500 and 2000 BCE.  

• According to researchers, it is hard fact that the earlier known specimen of Iron Ploughshare comes 
from Ganwara in District Gorakhpur, Uttar Pradesh and dates from around 700 BC.  

• The first documented coinage is deemed to start with ‘Punch Marked’ coins issued between the 7th-6th 
century BC and 1st century AD.  

• Gold coins for the first time were introduced by Indo Greek Rulers - Kushanas who ruled a large part 
of North Western India around 200 BCE, they introduced coins made of Pure Gold and marks the 
distinction of the finest Pure Gold in Ancient India. 
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Day 30 – Polity 

1. Which of the following procedures of amendments have been provided by Article 368 of 
the Indian Constitution? 

1. By a two-thirds majority of the members of each House present and voting, and a 
majority of the total membership of each House. 

2. By a two-thirds majority of the members of each House present and voting, and a 
majority of the total membership of each House with the ratification by half of the total 
states. 

3. By a majority of more than 50% of the members present and voting. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

A. 1 only 

B. 1 and 2 only 

C. 2 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2, and 3 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Consider the following statements: 

1. Article 1 describes India as a ‘Union of States’ rather than a ‘Federation of States’. 

2. Indian constitution is federal in structure. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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3. Which of the following can fall under the definition of 'State' under Article 12 of the 
Indian Constitution? 

1. The Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI)  

2. The Municipal Corporation of Greater Mumbai 

3. The Goods and Service Tax Network (GSTN) 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 only 

C. 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. According to Article 15, the state can discriminate against any citizen on which one of 
the following grounds? 

A. Religion 

B. Education 

C. Sex  

D. Race 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Consider the following statements regarding Central Administrative Tribunal (CAT): 

1. It was setup in 1950. 

2. Members of CAT are taken from both Judicial and Administrative stream.  

3. CAT is provided under Article 323A of the Indian Constitution. 

Which of the above statements is/are not correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

http://t.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com/


Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

1. Which of the following procedures of amendments have been provided by Article 368 of 
the Indian Constitution? 

1. By a two-thirds majority of the members of each House present and voting, and a 
majority of the total membership of each House. 

2. By a two-thirds majority of the members of each House present and voting, and a 
majority of the total membership of each House with the ratification by half of the total 
states. 

3. By a majority of more than 50% of the members present and voting. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

A. 1 only 

B. 1 and 2 only 

C. 2 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2, and 3 

Answer-B 

Explanation 

• Article 368 provides for the following two types of procedures of amendments: 

• Some provisions can be amended by a special majority of the Parliament, i.e., a two-thirds majority of 
the members of each House present and voting, and a majority of the total membership of each House. 

• Some other provisions can be amended by a special majority of the Parliament and with the ratification 
by half of the total states. 

• Some provisions of the Constitution can be amended by a simple majority of the Parliament in the 
manner of the ordinary legislative process and these amendments do not come under Article 368. 
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2. Consider the following statements: 

1. Article 1 describes India as a ‘Union of States’ rather than a ‘Federation of States’. 

2. Indian constitution is federal in structure. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer-C 

Explanation 

• Article 1 describes India, that is, Bharat as a ‘Union of States’ rather than a ‘Federation of States’. 

• According to Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, the phrase ‘Union of States’ has been preferred to ‘Federation of 
States’ for two reasons: 

• The Indian Federation is not the result of an agreement among the states like the American Federation. 

• The states have no right to secede from the federation. 

• Statement 2 is CORRECT: The country is described as ‘Union’ although its constitution is federal in 
structure. 
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3. Which of the following can fall under the definition of 'State' under Article 12 of the 
Indian Constitution? 

1. The Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI)  

2. The Municipal Corporation of Greater Mumbai 

3. The Goods and Service Tax Network (GSTN) 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

A. 1and 2 only 

B. 2 only 

C. 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer-D 

Explanation 

• The term ‘State’ has been used in different provisions concerning fundamental rights. Hence, Article 12 
has defined the term for the purposes of Part III. 

• According to it, the State includes the following: 

• Government and Parliament of India, that is, executive and legislative organs of the Union government. 

• Government and legislature of states, that is, executive and legislative organs of state government. 

• All local authorities, that is, municipalities, panchayats, district boards, improvement trusts, etc. E.g. 
The Municipal Corporation of Greater Mumbai All other authorities, that is, statutory or non-statutory 
authorities like LIC, ONGC, SAIL, etc. E.g. UIDAI, GSTN. 

• Thus, State has been defined in a wider sense so as to include all its agencies. 

• It is the actions of these agencies that can be challenged in the courts as violating the Fundamental 
Rights. 

• According to the Supreme Court, even a private body or an agency working as an instrument of the 
State falls within the meaning of the ‘State’ under Article 12. 
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4. According to Article 15, the state can discriminate against any citizen on which one of 
the following grounds? 

A. Religion 

B. Education 

C. Sex  

D. Race 

Answer-B 

Explanation 

• Article 15 provides that the State shall not discriminate against any citizen on grounds only of religion, 
race, caste, sex or place of birth. 

• The use of the word ‘only’ connotes that discrimination on other grounds is not prohibited. Hence, the 
state can discriminate on the ground of 'education'. 
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5. Consider the following statements regarding Central Administrative Tribunal (CAT): 

1. It was setup in 1950. 

2. Members of CAT are taken from both Judicial and Administrative stream.  

3. CAT is provided under Article 323A of the Indian Constitution. 

Which of the above statements is/are not correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer-A 

Explanation 

Statement 1 is NOT CORRECT 

• The Central Administrative Tribunal (CAT) was set up under Prime Minister, Rajiv Gandhi in 1985 with 
the principal bench at Delhi and additional benches in different states. 

• At present, it has 17 regular benches, 15 of which operate at the principal seats of High Courts and the 
remaining two at Jaipur and Lucknow. 

• The CAT is a multi-member body consisting of a Chairman and Members. 

• Earlier, the CAT consisted of a Chairman, Vice-Chairman and members. 

• With the amendment in Administrative Tribunals Act, 1985 in 2006, the members have been given the 
status of judges of High Courts. 

Statement 2 is CORRECT 

• They are drawn from both judicial and administrative streams and are appointed by the president. 

• They hold office for a term of five years or until they attain the age of 65 years, in case of chairman and 
62 years in case of members, whichever is earlier. 

• The CAT is not bound by the procedure laid down in the Civil Procedure Code of 1908. 

• It is guided by the principles of natural justice. 

Statement 3 is CORRECT 

• In pursuance of Article 323 A, the Parliament has passed the Administrative Tribunals Act in 1985. 

• The act authorizes the Central government to establish one Central Administrative Tribunal and the 
State Administrative Tribunals. 
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