


We will be revising important 
topics of 4 broad domains:
• Important Colonial Acts.

• Important points from making of 
Constitution.

• Preamble and Constitutional 
Concepts in news.

• Recent Constitution Amendment 
Acts in news.



Act Provisions:

Government 
of India Act 

1858

• Abolished rule of EIC. 
• Ended dual government in India. 
• Governor General of India made Viceroy.
• Designation of Secretary of State introduced. 

Indian 
Councils Act 

1861

• Provided Portfolio System. 
• Empowered GG to issue ordinances. 
• Restored legislative powers to Madras and Bombay +Councils in 

Bengal, NWFP, Punjab.
• Associated Indians with LC.

Indian 
Councils Act 

1892

• Non-official members nominated by Provincial legislatures and 
Bengal Chambers of Commerce-limited and indirect elections for 
the first time.

• Empowered legislative councils to discuss budget. 

Government 
of India Act 

1909

• Introduced separate electorate + Limited direct elections in LC. 
• Increased size of central and provincial legislative councils.
• Legislative council members allowed supplementary questions. 
• Indians in Executive Council. 



Act Provisions:

Government of 
India Act 1919

• Divided into central and provincial subjects +Dyarchy in 
provinces + separate budgets. 

• Introduced bicameralism at Centre.
• Expanded right to vote. 
• Established public service commission. 
• New office of High Commissioner of India. 

Government of 
India Act 1935

• All India Federation- did not materialize.
• 3 lists for subjects- Federal, Provincial, Concurrent. 
• Dyarchy at the Centre+ Provincial autonomy.
• Bicameralism in 6 out of 11 provinces.
• Established Reserve Bank of India.
• Etd. Federal + Provincial +Joint Public Service Commission.
• Established Federal Court. 

India 
Independence 

Act 1947

• India as independent and sovereign + Partition. 
• Lapse of British rule on Princely states and tribal areas. 
• Abolished Viceroy; GG appointed by Crown on advice of 

dominion cabinet. 
• Abolished SOS.
• Constituent Assemblies to form Constitution and legislate. 



• Which of the following is correct about the Indian 
Councils Act 1909?

1. It for first time empowered legislative councils to 
discuss the budget. 

2. It introduced the inclusion of Indians in executive 
council. 

3. It provided for bicameralism at the Centre. 

4. It introduced separate electorate for all minorities in 
India. 

a. 4 only

b. 2 and 4 only

c. 1, 2 and 4 only

d. All of the above
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Jawaharlal Nehru: Union Powers Committee, 

States Committee, Union Constitution Committee 
(JUPSC)

Sardar Patel: Provincial Constitution Committee, 
Advisory Committee on Fundamental Rights, 

Minorities and Tribal and Excluded Areas (Patel-
Pro Advise Man)

Fundamental Rights 
Sub-Committee – J.B. 

Kripalani

Minorities Sub-
Committee – H.C. 

Mukherjee 

North-East Frontier Tribal 
Areas and Assam Excluded 
& Partially Excluded Areas 
SubCommittee – Gopinath 

Bardoloi

Excluded and Partially 
Excluded Areas (Other than 

those in Assam) Sub-
Committee – A.V. Thakkar 

Dr. Rajendra Prasad: Steering Committee, Rules 
of Procedure Committee, Ad Hoc committee on 
National flag, Finance and staff committee (RAJ-

SRAF)

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar: Drafting Committee including other 
members- Sir Alladi Krishnaswamy Ayyar, K.M. Munshi, 

T.T.Krishnamachari, Syed Muhammad Saadullah, N. 
Madhava Rau and Gopalaswami Ayyangar

Making of Constitution :
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1949
The Constitution of India was adopted and signed by the 

Chairman Dr Rajendra Prasad on November 26, 1949. 
Out of a total 299 members of the Assembly, only 284 were 
actually present on that day and signed the Constitution.

1950

Initially some important Articles pertaining to citizenship, 
elections, provisional parliament, temporary and 

transitional provisions, and short title in Articles 5, 6, 7, 8, 
9, 60, 324, 366, 367, 379, 380, 388, 391, 392 and 393 came 

into existence, but the entire Constitution came into force 
from January 26, 1950.

Important timeline to remember:
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Features of Indian 
Constitution:

Source of inspiration:

Government of India Act 
1935

Federal Scheme, Office of governor, Judiciary, Public 
Service Commissions, Emergency provisions and 
administrative details. 

United Kingdom

Parliamentary government, Rule of Law, legislative 
procedure, single citizenship, cabinet system, prerogative 
writs, parliamentary privileges and bicameralism. 

United States of America

Fundamental rights, independence of judiciary, judicial 
review, impeachment of the president, removal of 
Supreme Court and high court judges and post of vice-
president. 

Canada

Federation with a strong Centre, vesting of residuary 
powers in the Centre, appointment of state governors by 
the Centre, and advisory jurisdiction of the Supreme 
Court. 

Ireland
Directive Principles of State Policy, nomination of 
members to Rajya Sabha and method of election of 
president. 
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Feature of Indian 
Constitution:

Source of inspiration:

Australia
Concurrent List, freedom of trade, commerce and inter-
course, and joint sitting of the two Houses of 
Parliament. 

France
Republic and the ideals of liberty, equality and 
fraternity in the Preamble. 

Weimar Constitution Suspension of Fundamental Rights during Emergency 

Soviet Union
Fundamental duties and the ideal of justice (social, 
economic and political) in the Preamble. 

South Africa
Procedure for amendment of the Constitution and 
election of members of Rajya Sabha. 

Japan Procedure established by Law. 
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• Indian constitution borrows a number of concepts from 
other constitutions. Which of the following pairs are 
incorrectly matched?

1. United Kingdom- Rule of Law

2. Canada- Nomination of members to Upper House

3. USA- Provisions regarding removal of Supreme Court 
judges

4. USSR- Fundamental duties

A. 2 only

B. 2 and 3 only

C. 1 and 3 only

D. 3 and 4 only
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Important 
points on 
Preamble:

Is Preamble a part of Constitution?

The Kesavanand Bharati case judgment clarified IT IS A 
PART. 

Is Preamble a source of restriction?

According to Kesavananda Bharati judgment, it is not the 
source of any restriction or prohibition, but it plays an 

important role in the interpretation of statutes and 
provisions of the Constitution.

Is the Preamble enforceable?

The LIC judgment that the Preamble is not directly 
enforceable in a court of justice in India.

Can the Preamble be amended?

Yes it can as has been with 42nd amendment act through 
article 368 but its basic structure can’t be amended. 



Constitutional Concepts:

Rule of Law in 
India

Supremacy of Law 
(Constitution)

No arbitrary use of 
power

Equal subjection of all to 
law

Absence of privileges





Constitutionalism

The Government’s 
authority is 

determined by Law.

The power of 
government is 

limited by Law. 

Rule of Law + 
Freedom and dignity 

of individual + 
Judicial Review



Constitutional 
Morality

Adherence to principles enshrined in the Constitution 
rather than public morality.

All citizens will respect and adhere the constitution.

No own will disobey authorities acting under the 
constitution. 

All citizens would have the unrestrained freedom to 
criticize public officials in their duties. 

All Public officials will have to act within the confines of 
the constitution.

All the contenders for political power would respect the 
constitution.

Navtej Johar judgment
Sabrimala judgment 
NCT Delhi judgment



Secularism

State is separated from organised 
religion in all formal and legal spheres.

Opposes all forms of inter-religious 
domination. 

Opposes all forms of intra-religious 
domination.

Promotes tolerance and equality both 
between and within religions.

Freedom of religion not just an 
individual but also group rights. 



Federalism

Vertical Power 
Sharing 

Coming Together Federations

Holding Together Federations

Different tiers of government with 
independent jurisdiction.

Power and area of functioning 
constitutionally defined. 

Courts have the power to interpret the 
constitution and the powers of different levels of 

government. 

Dual objectives: 

a) to safeguard and promote unity of the 
country.

b) accommodate regional diversity 



Basic 
Structure 
Doctrine

Certain 
foundational 

features of 
Constitution that 
can’t be altered or 

uprooted.

Shankari Prasad case 
(1951)

Golaknath case (1967)

Keshvananda Bharati 
case (1973)

Minerva Mills (1980)

Judicial Innovation 
and a dynamic one. 

What the basic 
features are, is 

determined on a case 
by case basis. 

Includes features like: 
Supremacy of 

Constitution, SoP, 
Equality, Secularism, 

Federalism, 
Independent judiciary 

with judicial review etc. 



• Consider the following statements about working of 
Secularism in India and mark the correct ones:

1)Allows for State supported religious reforms 
allowed. 

2) Prevents both inter and intra-religious domination. 

3) Based on strict separation of public and private 
sphere.

A. 1 only

B. 2 only

C. 1 and 2 only

D. 1 and 3 only



102nd

Constitutional 
Amendment 

Act (2018)

National 
Commission for 

Backward 
Classes as 

Constitutional 
Body

The amendment added Articles 338B 
and 342A into the Indian Constitution:

• Article 338 B- Provides for the 
establishment of NCBC consisting of 5 
members- Chairperson, Vice Chairperson 
and three members- appointed by the 
President. 

• It further provides functions to be 
performed by the NCBC and gives the 
Commission all the powers of a civil court 
while enquiring into specific complaints 
regarding the deprivation of rights and 
safeguards of the SEBCs.

• Article 342 A- It empowers the President to 
specify the SEBCs with respect to a state or 
union territory in consultation with 
Governor. 

• The article makes it mandatory to get 
parliamentary approval for adding to or 
deleting a community from the Backward 
List of communities.



103rd

Constitutional 
Amendment 

Act (2019)

Reservation for 
Economically 

Weaker 
Sections

The Amendment provides 10% reservation 
to EWS in central govt and Private 
educational institutions and Central 
government jobs in in addition to the 
existing reservations. 

It follows the mandate of Article 46 of the 
Constitution of India, a Directive Principle 
that urges the government to protect the 
educational and economic interests of the 
weaker sections of society.

• It adds Article 15 (6) to provide 
reservations to economically weaker 
sections for admission to educational 
institutions including private 
educational institutions, whether aided 
or unaided by the State, other than the 
minority educational institutions 
referred to in clause (1) of Article 30.

• It adds Article 16 (6) to provide 
reservations to people from EWS in 
public employment. 

3 Member Panel led by Ajay Bhushan 
Pandey to review EWS criteria which 
has recommended removal of 
residential asset as one of the criteria. 



104th

Constitutional 
Amendment 

Act (2019)

Reservation of 
seats for SCs 
and STs in 
Legislature

The amendment deals with Article 334 of 
the constitution. 

It extends the deadline for the cessation for 
the reservation of seats for members 
from Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes in the Lok Sabha and State 
Legislative Assemblies by a period of 10 
years.

It does not, however, extend the period of 
reservation of the 2 Lok Sabha seats 
reserved for members of the Anglo-Indian 
Community and thus the practice of 
nominating two members of the Anglo-
Indian community by the President of 
India under the recommendation of 
the Prime Minister of India was effectively 
abolished.



105th

Constitutional 
Amendment 

Act (2021)

Amends 
provisions 

added by 102nd

amendment act

The amendment act amends clauses 1 and 
2 of Article 342A and also introduce a new 
clause 3. It further amends the Articles 366 
(26c) and 338B (9).
• The Amendment clarifies that states can 

maintain the "state list" of OBCs as was 
the system before the Supreme Court 
judgement on 102nd CAA. 

• The "state list" will be completely taken 
out of the ambit of the President and 
will be notified by the state assembly.

• Articles 366 (26c) defines socially and 
educationally backward classes.

• The amendment to 338B (9) exempts 
states and union territories from the 
requirement of consulting NCBC for 
matters related to preparation of their 
list of socially and educationally 
backward classes.



97th

Constitution 
Amendment 

Act (2011)

It granted co-
operative 
societies 

constitutional 
status and 
protection.

The 97th CAA provided for: 
1. It made right to form 

cooperatives a fundamental right 
under article 19 (1) (c ).

2. Included a new DPSP in Article 
43 B.

3. Added Part IX-B to the 
Constitution. 

Certain parts inserted in 
Constitution were struck down as 
the Court held that Cooperative 
societies fall in the State list and 
Parliament can’t enact laws with 
regard to them. 
Now only provisions dealing with 
multi-state cooperatives across 
states and in UTs in Part IX B are 
operational.  

Part of 97th CAA struck down:
Ministry of cooperation 
(2019)



1. Consider the following statements and mark the 
correct ones:

1) Adding or deleting a community from Central 
Backward list of communities requires approval of 
the President. 

2) The preparation of state list of OBCs requires 
consultation with the National Commission for 
Backward Classes. 

A. 1 only

B. 2 only

C. Both 1 and 2

D. Neither 1 nor 2


