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Critically evaluate the modification of Utilitarianism by J.S.Mill. [10] 

 

• Although John Stuart Mill grew under the shadow of utilitarianism established by 

Bentham and even defended it in his work of Utilitarianism, his criticism resulted in the 
modification of utilitarianism, so much so that Mill redefined the idea of utilitarianism 
itself. These changes included: 

o Emphasis on Quality: One of the significant changes was the notion of accounting 
quality as well as quantity when evaluating the pleasure of a good served. The 
hierarchy of pleasures with moral and intellectual pleasures being better than 
physical ones, was established by Mill becomes apparent in his statement, “It is 
better to be a human being dissatisfied than a pig satisfied, it is better to be Socrates 
dissatisfied than a fool satisfied”. 

o Focus on happiness rather than pleasure: Mill differentiates between Happiness 
and Pleasure. Materialism and direct experience are not the only source of pleasure. 
But sacrifice and societal good could also be pleasurable and source of long-term 
happiness. 

o Social rather than individualist: Further, Mill tried to reconcile the good of the 
individual with that of society. Nobility of character and altruism were important, 
wherein people did what was good for the society rather what was good for them. 
He took into account factors like moral motives, selfless concern for others and 
sociability. 

o Introduction of harm principle: The harm principle dividing actions into self and 
other regarding gave a perspective on how to balance individual actions which while 
being a source of pleasure to an individual could potentially harm/injure others by 
their performance and thus, can be under the authority of government. 

http://t.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com/
https://youtu.be/A_XM3sBiKUw


  
T.me/SleepyClasses

 

www.sleepyclasses.com Available on App Store 3 
Call 1800 – 890 - 3043  and Play Store 

• Utility as a part of personal ethics: Mill believed Utilitarianism to be based on “permanent 
interests of individual as a progressive being.” The principle of utility was seen as a part of 
personal ethics and the state played a crucial role in shaping ends of the individual through 
universal public education. 

• Introduction of traditional morality and individual character: One of the chief deficiencies 
of utilitarianism was the neglect of individual character and hence stressed the cultivation 
of feelings and imagination as part of a good life. According to him, happiness and dignity 
of a person, which would be the cultivation of moral virtues and control desires.   

• Mill’s ideas led to a transformation in utilitarian ideology and leaning towards positive 
liberty that was further developed by T.H. Green 

• However, Mill’s reformulation was criticised for not providing a measure to range varying 
quality of pleasures, the vague line between self and other regarding actions and providing 
a large scope for government interference. Wendy Doner is also critical of Mill’s linking of 
liberty and self-improvement with the idea of quality of pleasure leading to creeping in of 
elitism in the theory.  

• Further, Mill’s utilitarianism fails to look at individuals as unique and tends to group 
people together without regard for their individuality, which is why Barker regards him as 
“a prophet of empty liberty and an abstract individual.” 
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Discuss the Gramscian notion of hegemony and how it could be applied to 
the situation of colonized countries. (20) 

 

• Italian Communist thinker, activist, and political leader Antonio 
Gramsci is perhaps the theorist most closely associated with the 
concept of hegemony. As Anderson notes, Gramsci uses 
“hegemony” to theorize not only the necessary condition for a 
successful overthrow of the bourgeoisie by the proletariat and its 
allies (e.g., the peasantry), but also the structures of bourgeois 
power in late 19th- and early 20th-century Western European 
states.  

• For Gramsci, hegemony was a form of control exercised primarily through a society’s 
superstructure, as opposed to its base or social relations of production of a predominately 
economic character.  

• In Marxism and Literature, Raymond Williams identifies three ways in which 
“superstructure” is used in the work of Karl Marx, including: 

o legal and political forms which express existing real relations of production;  

o forms of consciousness which express a particular class view of the world;  

o a process in which, over a whole range of activities, men become conscious of a 

fundamental economic conflict and fight it out.  

• These three senses would direct our attention, respectively, to (a) institutions; (b) forms of 
consciousness; (c) political and cultural practices”.  
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• Laying foundations of neo-Marxism, Gramsci talks of the superstructure as ‘integral state’.  

 

Hegemony applied to colonized states  

• James Scott relates Gramsci's theories to the general pattern of peasant resistance to hegemony and 
domination and explains why the peasantry, rather than the proletariat, has provided the major 
social base for successful revolutions in the 20th century.  

• Albert Memmi’s book ‘The Colonizer and the Colonized’, was a detailed consideration of the 
hegemonic relationship developed in colonial empires between colonizer and colonized.  

• Edward Said’s work on Orientalism is an account, mainly through nineteenth-century literary 
examples, of the various ways the idea of  Orient was constructed by the western colonial powers.  

Said’s work has become very important for two reasons 

• Firstly, it was the first systematic critical reading of ideological and hegemonic discourses of the 
Orient, composed by colonial power to justify its own superiority, and  

• Secondly, this reading ‘in language’ produced critical knowledge about the process of ‘othering’ and 
stereotyping of the Orient.  

• Another way in which hegemony applies to the colonial world is via the tools of ‘war of 

position’ and passive revolution to counter hegemony. Bipan Chandra views Indian 
nationalism especially during the Gandhian phase as a successful application of Gramsci’s 
war of position. Non- violence becomes an important tool to destroy the hegemony of 
colonial rule and its moral basis bit by bit.  

• In fact, Gramsci himself noted that both "Gandhism" and "Tolstoyism" were "naive 
theorizations of the 'passive revolution’ with religious overtones.”  

• Sudipta Kaviraj has argued that after independence a passive revolution occurred among 
the Indian political elites during the Nehru period.  
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• Kaviraj argues that the bourgeoisie was unable to create a successful democratic revolution 
in India under its direction alone and had to resort to a "coalitional strategy" of rule. Three 
different Indian classes belonged to this ruling coalition: the bourgeoisie, the rural landed 
elites and the bureaucratic management elite. 

• Last but not the least, the idea of organic intellectuals to create counter hegemony is 
extremely important for the colonial world. This gets exemplified in India with stalwarts 
like Dr. Ambedkar who may be seen as countering caste hegemony by developing a 
separate Dalit discourse and empowering them through Constitutional law. 
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For Arendt, praxis is the highest and most important level of active life. 
Discuss.[10] 

• Hannah Arendt was one of the prominent philosophers of the 20th century. Her work was 
related to historical and contemporary political events, such as the rise and fall of Nazism, 
and drew conclusions about the relation between the individual and society.  

• In her book Human condition, she argues that Human Beings perform two types of actions-  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Praxis describes a kind of activity that is done in and for itself: the action itself is the 
goal. The idea of zoon politicon/ action fulfils this criteria for Arendt.  

• Arendt was in agreement with Aristotle and considered an active life of public participation 
and the true realm of freedom made possible through the presence of human speech.  

• This capacity to act in concert for a public-political purpose is what Arendt calls power 

that keeps the emergence of totalitarian regimes in check. According to Arendt, action in 
a praxis sense is the highest realization of vita active that demonstrates both the freedom 
and plurality of humans.  

• By distinguishing action (praxis) from fabrication (poiesis), linking it to freedom and 
plurality, and by showing its connection to speech and remembrance, Arendt is able to 
articulate a conception of politics in which questions of meaning and identity can be 
addressed in a fresh and original manner.  

• Moreover, by viewing action as a mode of human togetherness, Arendt is able to develop a 
conception of participatory democracy which stands in direct contrast to the 
bureaucratized and elitist forms of politics so characteristic of the modern epoch.  
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• Finally Arendt believes, praxis is a path towards actualization. According to Maslow’s 
Pyramid, self-actualization – the ability to achieve our full potential and find happiness in 
life – is at the top of our hierarchy of needs. Since praxis enables us to enact what it means 
to be human, it is a tool through which people can work towards self-actualization. 
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Given the seriousness of the problem, almost all thinkers from Liberals to 
Libertarians and Marxists to Social Democrats have tried to address the 
issue of Affirmative Action in their own way. Elaborate upon the 
perspectives from different theories on Affirmative Action. (15) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Disadvantaged groups are a part and parcel of our socio-economic and political formations 
in the form of race, colour, caste, gender and biological disability. The very idea of 
substantive justice and equality requires the empowerment of marginalised groups into the 
mainstream.  

• Affirmative action remains a deeply contested issue. Affirmative action usually entails a 
state’s preferential policy towards particular groups. largely seeks to address structural 
inequalities between different groups in societies and invokes ideas of fairness towards the 
disadvantaged in reallocation of scarce resources.  

Arguments are presented both for and against affirmative action by different schools of thought: 

• Liberals like John Rawls gave the concept of ‘Difference Principle’ which theorized that if 
inequalities benefit everybody by drawing out socially useful talents and energies, then 
they would be acceptable to all. Rawls talks of ensuring equality of opportunity, because it 
ensures that the fate of the people is determined by their choices and not by their 
circumstances.  

• Social Democrats like Amartya Sen talks about equality of ‘Capabilities’ rather than 
equality of resources. Along with the Fabians they are in favour of a substantial measure of 
equality, but they do not want to do away with the basic framework of free market 
capitalism, believing that some form of inequality is not only desirable for the purpose of 
long-term growth, but is also a part of the natural order of things.  

• Libertarian scholars like Nozick and Hayek on the other hand argue that, the men of 
present generation are not responsible for the injustice meted out to the older generation 

http://t.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com/


T.me/SleepyClasses
   

10 Available on App Store www.sleepyclasses.com 
  and Play Store Call 1800 – 890 - 3043 

and hence, applying affirmative action would erode the spontaneous merit and authority 
which is the foundation of social stability and progress.  

• Communitarian scholars like Michael Sandel try to address this issue in his ‘Tyranny of 
merit’. He reminds us that meritocratic ethic is problematic not only because it is applied in 
an unequal society  but also because it creates flawed competition among persons and 
groups which hurdles the achievement of common good.  

• Karl Marx’s view on equality is in the sense of equal distribution of commodities and 
income, that is, equality of outcomes. Traditional Marxists prefer to eliminate class 
distinctions, so that oppression and exploitation may be eliminated and all social and 
political inequality arising from them would disappear by itself.  

• Socialists argue that the state in the hands of the Proletariat shall be the medium to be used 
against bourgeois and other reactionary and counter-revolutionary forces for affecting a 
radical redistribution of resources.  

• There are three key elements where affirmative action programmes have an edge over the 
traditional notion of positive equality: 

o First, affirmative action programmes are pro-active. 

o Secondly, they allow identification of accurate availability statistics to enable 
progress towards substantive equality. 

o The affirmative action policies are outcome-based.  

• India presents one of the most active implementation of affirmative action through Articles 
15 and 16 of Constitution in Dr. Ambedkar’s vision towards creating a social democracy. 
However, there are a number of issues surrounding the practice of affirmative action as 

well.  

• The diversity of perspectives on affirmative action is widely prevalent in the Indian debate 
on reservations. Scholars like Ram Guha assert that debates on reservation ‘generate more 
heat than light’. Judgments by the Supreme Court like in the Nagaraj case and Ram Singh 
case, followed by reports like of the Rohini Commission point towards the need for reform 
in the conceptualization and implementation of affirmative action policies in India. 

• India presents one of the most active implementation of affirmative action through Articles 
15 and 16 of Constitution in Dr. Ambedkar’s vision towards creating a social democracy. 
However, there are a number of issues surrounding the practice of affirmative action as 
well particularly its impact on merit as well as distribution of goods within diverse 
vulnerable communities.  

• Scholars like Ram Guha assert that debates on reservation ‘generate more heat than light’. 
Judgments by the Supreme Court like in the Nagaraj case and Ram Singh case, followed by 
reports like of the Rohini Commission point towards the need for reform in the 
conceptualization and implementation of affirmative action policies in India. 
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