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Geography 
Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

Context 

• India has joined the First Movers Coalition Steering Board. 

Note 

• It was launched by the US and World Economic Forum (WEF) at COP26 in Glasgow, Scotland. 

• Reducing emissions to net-zero by 2050 is possible if the right technologies are brought to 
commercial scale within the next decade. 

First Movers Coalition 

• The First Movers Coalition is a global initiative harnessing the purchasing power of companies to 
decarbonize seven “hard to abate” industrial sectors that currently account for 30% of global 
emissions. 

• Industries - Aluminum, Aviation, Chemicals, Concrete, Shipping, Steel, and Trucking; along with 
innovative Carbon Removal technologies. 

• For these sectors to decarbonize at the speed needed to keep the planet on a 1.5-degree pathway, 
they require low-carbon technologies that are not yet competitive with current carbon-intensive 
solutions but must reach commercial scale by 2030 to achieve net-zero emissions globally by 2050. 

• The First Movers Coalition’s unique approach assembles ambitious corporate purchasing pledges 

across the heavy industry and long-distance transport sectors responsible for a third of global 

emissions. 

• To jump-start the market, the coalition’s members commit in advance to purchasing a proportion of 

the industrial materials and long-distance transportation they need from suppliers using near-zero 
or zero-carbon solutions, despite the premium cost. 

• The 50+ companies who make up the Coalition seek to send a powerful market signal to 

commercialize zero-carbon technologies. 

• The Coalition will connect members with financial players, suppliers, and other value chain 
partners. 

•  In doing so, the FMC will further ensure the development of key technologies and power our net-
zero future for years to come. 

Application 

• Prelims  

• GS 1  

• GS 2 

• GS 3  

• GS 4  
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Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

Context 

• The Union Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate Change represented India at the virtual 
meeting of the Major Economies Forum on Energy and Climate (MEF), hosted by U.S. President 
Joseph Biden. 

• The MEF meeting was aimed at galvanizing actions that are to strengthen energy security and tackle 
the climate crisis thereby building momentum for COP27. 

Background - Copenhagen Session 

• The 2009 United Nations Climate Change Conference, commonly known as the Copenhagen 

Summit, was held at the Bella Center in Copenhagen, Denmark, between 7 and 18 December.  

• The conference included the 15th session of the Conference of the Parties (COP 15) to the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 

• Note : The word ‘COP’ is an acronym for ‘Conference of the Parties’. The 'parties' are the 
governments around the world that have signed the UN Framework Convention of Climate Change 
(UNFCCC)  - a treaty agreed in 1994.  

About MEF 

• The Major Economies Forum on Energy and Climate (MEF) was launched on March 28, 2009.  

• The MEF is intended to facilitate a candid dialogue among major developed and developing 

economies, help generate the political leadership necessary to achieve a successful outcome at the 

December UN climate change conference in Copenhagen, and advance the exploration of concrete 

initiatives and joint ventures that increase the supply of clean energy while cutting greenhouse gas 
emissions . 

Note : MEF meeting was attended by twenty three major economies including India across the world and the 
Secretary General of United Nations. 
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Applications : 

• GS 1   

• GS 2 

• GS 3 

• GS 4 
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History 
Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

Nimbraka 

 

Nimbraka (13th Cen) (Bheda/Abheda) 

• Younger contemporary of Ramnuja who propounded the theory of Dvaita Philosophy and the 
philosophy of Bheda Abheda. 

• According to him, Brahman or the supreme soul transform itself into the souls of the world, which 
are therefore real, distinct and different from Brahman. 

• Like Vishisht Advaita, the Bheda Abheda school also believes that world and Brahman are both 
equally real, and that the work is a part of Brahman. The difference is on emphasis only. 

• Analogy of Bheda/Abheda is the Sun and the Sun beam. 

• Preacher of Vaishvanite Bhakti in Telangana region who believed that the people were trapped in 
physical bodies constricted by Prakrti (matter) and that only by surrender to Radha-Krishna and not 
through their own efforts could they attain the necessary grace for liberation from rebirth. 

• He also founded the Sanak Sampradaya. 

Vallabhacharya 
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Vallabhacharaya (15th Cen) (Shudh Advaita) 

• Born in Benaras to a Telugu Brahman family in the 15th century who propagated his doctrine of 
Bhakti through God Krishna whom he fondly addressed as Shrinath ji. 

• He lived at the court of Krishnadeva Raya and Chaitanya Mahaprabhu was one of his worthy 
contemporary. 

• He founded Pushtimarga (path of grace), a path that teaches a devotee how to offer selfless love and 
devotion to Shrinath ji without seeking anything in return except love. 

• He propounded the philosophy of Shudhadvaita (Pure Monism) which forms the basis of 
Pushtimarg devotional practice. 

• As in Vishisht Advaita, Shudh Advaita too indicates that the entire universe is the manifestation of 

Brahman. The universe exists as it were as an aspect of Brahman without undergoing any change. 
(Two sides of a coin) 

• Although Shudh Advaita, calls itself monism, but it does recognise the presence of both the Universe 
and Brahman, being equally real. Hence there exist two realities. Even if we say that the Universe is 
a part of Brahman, it exists as a different reality of Brahman. 

• He founded the Rudra Sampradaya. 

• He along with his disciple Surdas, who even though was blind was largely instrumental in 
popularising the Krishna cult in North India. 
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Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

Bhakti Movement in Maharashtra 

• Maharashtra Bhakti Movement centred around the shrine of Vithoba or Vitthal, the residing deity of 
Pandharpur, who was regarded as a manifestation of Krishna.Therefore it is also known by the name 
of Pandharpur Movement, which led to greater cultural and social development in Maharashtra like 
- 

• Development of Marathi Literature. 

• Elevation in the status of Women, Breaking of caste barriers. 

• In Maharashtra, it also drew inspiration from Bhagvata Purana and the Shiv Nathpanthis. 

• Broadly divided in 2 sects -  

• Varakaris - The mild devotees of God Vitthala of Pandharpur, who are more emotional, 
theoretical and abstract in their view point. 

• Dharakaris - The heroic followers of the cult of Ramdasa, the devotee of God Rama, who are 
more rationale, practical and concrete in their thoughts. 

• Realisation of God as the highest end of human life is common aim of both. 

Jnaneswara or Jnanadeva 

 

Jnaneswara / Jnanadeva (13th Cen) 

• 13th century mystical poet-saint of Maharashtra, whose commentary on the Bhagvat Gita called 

Jnanesvari served as a foundation of the Bhakti Ideology in Maharashtra. 

• He had also composed ‘Amritanubhava’ (Immortal Experience), based on the philosophy of the 
Upanishads and ‘Haripatha’, a song praising the Hari i.e., Vishnu. 
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• He was a staunch critic of caste distinctions and believed that the only way to attain God was 
through Bhakti. 

Namdeva 

 

Bhagat Namdeva (14 Cen) 

• Poet Saint from Maharashtra belonging to 14th century, who according to tradition was a tailor who 
had taken to banditry before he became a saint. 

• It is interesting to note that while he is remembered in North Indian Monotheistic tradition as a 
Nirguna Saint, in Maharashtra he is considered to be part of the Varkari tradition meaning ‘The 

Pilgrims Path’, one of the Vaishanava devotional tradition. 

• He is considered one of the five revered Gurus in the Dadupanth tradition within Hinduism, the 
other four being Dadu, Kabir, Ravidas and Haridas. It is believed that his Abhangas were included in 
the Guru Granth Sahib. 

• His Marathi poetry and community driven Bhajan singing sessions attracted individuals from diverse 
classes and breathes a spirit of intense love and dedication to God. 
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Polity 
Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

Context 

• Recently in June 2022, the National Air Sport Policy 2022 (NASP 2022) was launched by the Ministry 
of Civil Aviation. 

Key Objectives of NASP 2022 

• Promote an air sports culture in the country 

• Enable adoption of international good practices in safety including but not limited to, air sports 
infrastructure, equipment, operations, maintenance and training 

• Develop a simple, stakeholder-friendly and effective governance structure 

• Enhance participation and success of Indian sportspersons in global air sports events; and 

• Promote design, development and manufacturing of air sports equipment in India in line with the 
Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan. 

The policy will cover the following air sports in India: - 

• Aerobatics  

• Aero modelling and model rocketry 

• Amateur-built and experimental aircraft 

• Ballooning 

• Drones 

• Gliding and powered gliding 

• Hang gliding and powered hang gliding 

• Parachuting (including skydiving, BASE  jumping and wing suits etc.) 

• Paragliding and para motoring (including powered parachute trikes etc.) 

• Powered aircraft (including ultra-light, microlight and light sports aircraft etc.) 

• Rotorcraft (including autogyro) 

Under the new policy, there will be a four-tier governance structure for air sports in India 
namely 

• Air Sports Federation of India (ASFI) as the apex governing body 

• National associations for individual air sports or a set of air sports, as appropriate 

• Regional (e.g. West/ South/ North East etc.) or State and Union Territory level units of the national 
air sports associations, as appropriate; and 

• District-level air sports associations, as appropriate. 
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Significance of the Policy 

• It ill help India to take its rightful place and become the global capital of air sports. It will leverage the 
energy of our youth below the age of 35 which accounts for 70 per cent of India's population which is 
larger than the total population of Europe and three times that of the USA. 

• It will help to create an environment of adventure, thrill and sports in the country. 

• The policy will serve to attract air sports enthusiasts from all over the world, especially those who live 
in areas where harsh winters prevent them from participating.  

• The economic multiplier benefits in terms of travel, tourism, support services and local infrastructure 
development will be over three times. 

• It will help India become an air sports hub by 2030. 
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Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

Context 

• Recently the Central Consumer Protection authority (CCPA) under the Department of Consumer 
Affairs has notified ‘Guidelines for Prevention of Misleading Advertisements and Endorsements for 
Misleading Advertisements , 2022’  

Key details:  

• In exercise of the powers conferred by section 18 of the Consumer Protection Act, 2019, to Central 
Consumer Protection authority (CCPA), the Guidelines were notified by the CCPA. 

• These guidelines shall apply to – 

• all advertisements regardless of form, format or medium; 

• a manufacturer, service provider or trader whose goods, product or service is the subject of an 
advertisement, or to an advertising agency or endorser whose service is availed for the 
advertisement of such goods, product or service. 

• Aim of the guidelines: Guidelines aims to protect consumer’s interest through bringing in more 

transparency and clarity in the way advertisements are being published, so that consumers are able 
to make informed decisions based on facts rather than false narratives and exaggerations. 

• The guidelines seek to ensure that consumers are not being fooled with unsubstantiated claims, 
exaggerated promises, misinformation and false claims. Such advertisements violate various rights 
of consumers such as right to be informed, right to choose and right to be safeguarded against 
potentially unsafe products and services. 

• Misleading advertisement has already been defined under section 2(28) of the Consumer Protection 
Act, 2019. 

• The present guidelines define “bait advertisement”, “surrogate advertisement” and clearly provides 

what constitutes as “free claim advertisements”. 

• According to the guidelines,  

• “bait advertisement” means an advertisement in which goods, product or service is 
offered for sale at a low price to attract consumers. 

• “Surrogate advertisement” means an advertisement for goods, product or service, 
whose advertising is otherwise prohibited or restricted by law, by circumventing such 
prohibition or restriction and portraying it to be an advertisement for other goods, 
product or service, the advertising of which is not prohibited or restricted by law.  

• A free claims advertisement shall not describe any goods, products, or service to be 
‘free’, ‘without charge’, or use such other terms if the consumer has to pay anything 

• Guidelines regarding advertisements targeting children: Keeping in view the sensitivity and 

vulnerability of children and severe impact advertisements make on the younger minds, several 
preemptive provisions have been laid down on advertisements targeting children.  

• Guidelines forbid advertisements from exaggerating the features of product or service in such a 
manner as to lead children to have unrealistic expectations of such product or service and claim any 
health or nutritional claims or benefits without being adequately and scientifically substantiated by a 
recognized body.   
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• Guidelines say that advertisements targeting children shall not feature any personalities from the field 
of sports, music or cinema for products which under any law requires a health warning for such 
advertisement or cannot be purchased by children. 

• Disclaimers in advertisements play a pivotal role from consumer perspective since, in a way it limits 
the responsibility of the company.  

• Therefore, guidelines stipulate that disclaimer shall not attempt to hide material 

information with respect to any claim made in such advertisement, the omission or absence 
of which is likely to make the advertisement deceptive or conceal its commercial intent and 
shall not attempt to correct a misleading claim made in an advertisement.  

• Further, it provides that, a disclaimer shall be in the same language as the claim made in the 

advertisement and the font used in a disclaimer shall be the same as that used in the claim. 

• Similarly, clear Guidelines are laid for duties of manufacturer, service provider, advertiser and 

advertising agency, due diligence to be carried out before endorsing and others.  

• Penalty for violating the Guidelines are also clearly outlined. CCPA can impose a penalty of upto 10 

lakh rupees on manufacturers, advertisers and endorsers for any misleading advertisements.  

• For subsequent contraventions, CCPA may impose a penalty of upto 50 lakh rupees. The Authority 
can prohibit the endorser of a misleading advertisement from making any endorsement for upto 1 
year and for subsequent contravention, prohibition can extend upto 3 years. 

• About the CCPA: It has been established under section 10 of the Consumer Protection Act, 2019 for 
regulating matters relating to violation of the rights of the consumers, unfair trade practices and false 
or misleading advertisements which are prejudicial to the interests of public and consumers and to 
promote, protect and enforce the rights of consumers as a class. 

Significance of the guidelines 

• It will help curb the growing cases of misleading and even insensitive advertisements. 

• It will bring clarity to many provisions like disclaimers, definitions etc. 

• Penalties will create a deterrent effect on publishing and endorsing harmful advertisements. 

• Cunning practices like using small fonts for disclaimers will be stopped. 

• It is expected to protect consumer’s right to be informed. 

• Children’s rights as a consumer will be better protected. 

Conclusion 

• The rapidly expanding consumer market of India demands better protection of consumers’ rights such 
as right to be informed, right to choose and right to be safeguarded against potentially unsafe products 
and services. 
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Economy 
Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

What is Bear Market? 

• A bear market is when a market experiences prolonged price declines.  

• It typically describes a condition in which securities prices fall 20% or more from recent highs amid 
widespread pessimism and negative investor sentiment. 

• Bear markets are often associated with declines in an overall market or index like the S&P 500, but 

individual securities or commodities can also be considered to be in a bear market if they experience 
a decline of 20% or more over a sustained period of time—typically two months or more. 

Reasons? 

 

Important to understand 
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• If customers are paying more to borrow money, they can’t buy as much stuff, so less revenue flows 
to a company’s bottom line. Stocks tend to track profits over time. 

Impact on India 

• Retail investors are buying stocks, directly and indirectly, and that has helped take the bite out of the 
relentless selling being carried out by foreign institutional investors (FIIs).  

• Interest rates have been very low 

• Internet bandwidth is available at rock bottom rates, encouraging more retail investors to buy 
and sell stocks, and  

• Finally, new-age investing apps. 

• Since October 2021, FIIs have sold stocks worth ₹2.2 trillion, whereas domestic institutional investors 
(DIIs) have bought stocks worth ₹2.65 trillion. 

• But FIIs sell at high price and DIIs buy at low price. 

• Retail Investors are buying but not sure for how long. 

• If Inflation is controlled, period of bear market can be minimized.  
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Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

Bonds Explained 

• Bonds are issued by governments and corporations when they want to raise money.  

• By buying a bond, you're giving the issuer a loan, and they agree to pay you back the face value of the 
loan on a specific date, and to pay you periodic interest payments along the way, usually twice a year. 

 

Quick Catch-UP 

 

Reasons for Increasing Yield? 

• With the Reserve Bank of India hiking rates to rein in inflation, which is expected to remain above 
7% until at least September, bond yields have risen to their highest levels in three years. 

• A fall/rise in interest rates in an economy pushes up/pulls down bond prices. However, bond yields 
fall/rise in this situation. 

• Current Scenario: Bond with a face value of Rs 1,000 and a coupon rate of 5%. 

• Increase in interest Rate; New Coupon Rate: 6% 

• Demand for 5% rate bond will drop. 
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Impact 

• The yield on benchmark 10-year government bonds has shot up by 149 basis points to 7.50% in the 
last one year. 
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Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

Monthly Economic Review for May 2022 

Challenges for Indian Economy 

• Maintaining growth momentum 

• Restraining inflation 

• Keeping the fiscal deficit within budget  

• Containing the current account deficit while maintaining a fair value of the Indian currency 

Circumstances to Consider 

Economic growth outlook is likely to be affected by  

• Several factors owing to the trade disruptions 

• Export bans  

• Surge in global commodity prices 

• Russia-Ukraine conflict  

• Global supply chains remain unrepaired. 

Fiscal Deficit 
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Impact of Fiscal Deficit 

Output(AD)= Private Consumption (C)+Government 

Consumption (G)+Investments(I)+Net Exports(NX) 

• If the government deficit is higher, it will have to do either of two things– 

• increase tax or 

• increase borrowing.  

• Higher taxes reduce disposable income and bring down resources available for private consumption.  

• Similarly, if the government borrows more, it leaves behind little for the private sector.  

• Also, higher borrowing drives up interest rates and makes it more expensive for the private sector to 
borrow.  

• In both ways of managing the deficit, the rise in G is compensated by fall in C. 

Current Account Deficit 

 

Way Forward 

• The tightening of monetary and fiscal policies undertaken to rein-in inflation can only address 
demand-side inflation. 

• Import cut of Non essential goods 

• Reforms for Indian Markets 

• Make exports competitive : “Make In India” 
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Environment 
Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

Introduction 

• Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 provides a legal framework for the protection of various species of 
wild animals and plants, the management of their habitats, and the regulation and control of trade in 
wild animals, plants and products made from them. 

• The Wildlife Protection (Amendment) Bill has been introduced to ensure that the original 1972 Act 

complies with the requirements of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of 
Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). 

Cites 

• CITES is a multilateral treaty to protect endangered species.  

• One of its main aims is to regulate the international trade of animals and plants so that it does not 
threaten their survival. 

• It has been a long-standing demand from CITES for the past 25 years.  

• India has been blacklisted by CITES once before, and if a second blacklisting were to happen — then 
India will no longer be able to trade in important plant specimens.  

• This would affect the livelihood of a large section of Indian society that relies heavily on this trade. 

Amendments 

Rationalising schedules 

• It tends to undertake better management within the protected areas and rationalization of schedules 

(1 and 2, like categories to segregate animals based on the need), listing out diverse species under the 
Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972. 

• The Wildlife Act broadly has two classes of animals, that is to say,  

(a) species listed in Schedule I and Part II of Schedule II; and 

(b) species listed in Part I of Schedule II, Schedule III, and Schedule IV. 

• The classification of animals in the two scheduled determine their protection and charged penalties in 
case of any crime committed to harm them. 

• Since the Act essentially has only these two levels of protection for animals, the segregation of 
protected animals or species in four schedules may not be appropriate and may cause confusion and 

be difficult for the public to understand. 

• Therefore, it is proposed to rationalize and amend the schedules from six to four. 

• Schedule I for species that will enjoy the highest level of protection, 

• Schedule II for species that will be subject to a lesser degree of protection and 

• Schedule III that covers plants. 

• It inserts a new schedule for specimens listed in the Appendices under CITES (scheduled specimens). 
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Obligations under CITES    

• The Bill provides for the central government to designate a:  

(i) Management Authority, which grants export or import permits for trade of specimens, and  

(ii) Scientific Authority, which gives advice on aspects related to impact on the survival of the specimens 
being traded.   

• Every person engaging in trade of a scheduled specimen must report the details of the transaction to 
the Management Authority.   

• As per CITES, the Management Authority may use an identification mark for a specimen.   

• The Bill prohibits any person from modifying or removing the identification mark of the specimen.   

• Additionally, every person possessing live specimens of scheduled animals must obtain a registration 

certificate from the Management Authority. 

Invasive alien species 

• The Bills empowers the central government to regulate or prohibit the import, trade, possession or 
proliferation of invasive alien species.   

• Invasive alien species refers to plant or animal species which are not native to India and whose 
introduction may adversely impact wild life or its habitat.   

• The central government may authorise an officer to seize and dispose the invasive species.  

Control of sanctuaries 

• The Act entrusts the Chief Wild Life Warden to control, manage and maintain all sanctuaries in a 
state.   

• The Chief Wild Life Warden is appointed by the state government.   

• The Bill specifies that actions of the Chief Warden must be in accordance with the management plans 
for the sanctuary.   

• These plans will be prepared as per guidelines of the central government, and as approved by the 
Chief Warden.   

• For sanctuaries falling under special areas, the management plan must be prepared after due 
consultation with the concerned Gram Sabha.   

• Special areas include a Scheduled Area or areas where the Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional 
Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006 is applicable.   

• Scheduled Areas are economically backward areas with a predominantly tribal population, notified 
under the Fifth Schedule to the Constitution. 

Conservation reserves 

• Under the Act, state governments may declare areas adjacent to national parks and sanctuaries as 
a conservation reserve, for protecting flora and fauna, and their habitat. 

• The Bill empowers the central government to also notify a conservation reserve. 
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Penalties 

• The Act prescribes imprisonment terms and fines for violating the provisions of the Act.  

• The Bill increases these fines. 

• The amendments propose to streamline wildlife management and monitoring by setting up 
Standing Committees of State Boards of Wildlife. 

•  These committees will function like the National Board for Wildlife which is responsible for 
monitoring protected areas in the country and awarding or denying permission to projects in light of 
its threat to wildlife. 

• The State Board for Wildlife would be rendered defunct by the proposed amendment. 

• It is pertinent to point out that the NBWL, headed by the Prime Minister, has not met since 2014.  

• All its statutory functions are carried out by the Standing Committee, headed by the environment 
minister, with no accountability to the Board.  

• At present, the State Boards by virtue of their composition are still able to speak in the interest of 
wildlife.  

• This will no longer be the case once the Standing Committee of the State Board is constituted. 

• Existing Act specifically prohibits trade in wild animals including captive and wild elephants, but an 
exception has been carved out in the Bill by excluding ‘live elephant’ from the general prohibition 
contained in Section 43. 

• The implication of the same is that commercial sale and purchase is no longer prohibited, under the 
Act.  

• The Amendment Bill, therefore, allows for commercial trade in elephants. 

Vermin 

• It underlined that the Bill also has provisions of "excessive delegation and unrestricted power of the 

Central government to declare species as vermin" unlike the existing law.  

• Once a wild animal is declared as vermin, it enjoys no legal protection and has the same status as a 
domestic animal. 

•  It can be killed, traded and tamed.  

• Species such as Civets, Common Fox, Jackal, Martens, Andaman Wild Pig among others cannot be 
declared as vermin under the Act in view of the statutory protection.  

• However, as Bill amends Section 62 by stating that only species listed in Schedule I cannot be 

declared as vermin, while species listed in Schedule II can be declared as vermin.  

• Schedule II in the Bill includes Striped Hyena, Andaman Wild Pig, Indian Fox, Bengal Fox, Jungle Cat 
and Asiatic Jackal among other species which if declared a vermin can pose serious threat to their 
existence in the wild. 
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Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

Introduction 

• The Centre has banned the use of ‘single-use plastic’ from July 1.  

• The Ministry for Environment, Forest and Climate Change had issued a gazette notification last year 
announcing the ban, and has now defined a list of items that will be banned from next month. 

• “The manufacture, import, stocking, distribution, sale and use of following single-use plastic, 
including polystyrene and expanded polystyrene, commodities shall be prohibited with effect from 
the 1st July, 2022, 

Single Use Plastics 

• It refers to plastic items that are used once and discarded.  

• Single-use plastic has among the highest shares of plastic manufactured and used — from packaging 
of items, to bottles (shampoo, detergents, cosmetics), polythene bags, face masks, coffee cups, cling 
film, trash bags, food packaging etc. 

Single Use Plastics – Issues 

• A 2021 report by one of the Australian philanthropic organisations the Minderoo Foundation said 
single-use plastics account for a third of all plastic produced globally, with 98% manufactured from 
fossil fuels.  

• Single-use plastic also accounts for the majority of plastic discarded, 130 million metric tonnes globally 
in 2019, all of which is burned, buried in landfills or discarded directly into the environment. 

•  Single-use plastic could account for 5-10% of greenhouse gas emissions by 2050. 

• The report found that India features in the top 100 countries of single-use plastic waste generation, at 
rank 94 (the top three being Singapore, Australia and Oman). 

• With domestic production of 11.8 million metric tonnes annually, and import of 2.9 MMT, India’s net 
generation of single-use plastic waste is 5.6 MMT, and per capita generation is 4 kg. 

• Some items are difficult to collect, especially since most are either small, or discarded directly into the 
environment – like ice-cream sticks. 

• When plastic remains in the environment for long periods of time and does not decay, it turns into 
microplastics – first entering our food sources and then the human body, and this is extremely harmful.  

Banned Items 

• The items on which the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) have announced a ban are earbuds; 
balloon sticks; candy and ice-cream sticks; cutlery items including plates, cups, glasses, forks, spoons, knives, 
trays; sweet boxes; invitation cards; cigarette packs; PVC banners measuring under 100 microns; and 
polystyrene for decoration. 

• The Ministry had already banned polythene bags under 75 microns in September 2021, expanding the 
limit from the earlier 50 microns.  

• From December, the ban will be extended to polythene bags under 120 microns.  

• Ministry officials have explained that the ban is being introduced in phases to give manufacturers time 
to shift to thicker polythene bags that are easier to recycle. 
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•  While manufacturers can use the same machine for 50- and 75-micron bags, the machinery will need 
to be upgraded for 120 microns. 

• According to the Plastic Waste Management Rules, 2016, there is also a complete ban on sachets using 
plastic material for storing, packing or selling gutkha, tobacco and pan masala. 

Enforcing Ban 

• The ban will be monitored by the CPCB from the Centre, and by the State Pollution Control Boards 
(SPCBs) that will report to the Centre regularly. 

• Directions have been issued at national, state and local levels. 

• Those found violating the ban can be penalised under the Environment Protection Act 1986  which 
allows for imprisonment up to 5 years, or a penalty up to Rs 1 lakh, or both. 

• Violators can also be asked to pay Environmental Damage Compensation by the SPCB.  

• In addition, there are municipal laws on plastic waste, with their own penal codes. 
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Science & Technology 
Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

• Recently Indian Council of Medical Research (IMCR) released guidelines for the diagnosis, 
treatment, and management for type-1 diabetes.  

• This is the first time the ICMR has issued guidelines specifically for type 1 diabetes, which is rarer 
than type 2 — only 2% of all hospital cases of diabetes in the country are type 1 — but which is being 
diagnosed more frequently in recent years. 

• It gives detailed guidelines on managing the disease in different conditions such as when one is 
pregnant or when one is travelling 

• The guidelines provide details on diet and exercise, insulin monitoring, and prevention and 

treatment of complications such as retinopathy, kidney disease, and nerve disease. 

• A similar guidebook for type 2 diabetes already exists. 
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Type 1 diabetes  

• It is a condition where the pancreas completely stops (or not enough)  producing insulin, the 
hormone responsible for controlling the level of glucose in blood by increasing or decreasing 
absorption to the liver, fat, and other cells of the body.  

• This is unlike type 2 diabetes — which accounts for over 90% of all diabetes cases in the country — 
where the body’s insulin production either goes down or the cells become resistant to the insulin. 

• Type 1 diabetes is predominantly diagnosed in children and adolescents. Although the prevalence is 
less, it is much more severe than type 2.  

• Unlike type 2 diabetes where the body produces some insulin and which can be managed using 
various pills, if a person with type 1 diabetes stops taking their insulin, they die within weeks. The 
body produces zero insulin 

How rare is it? 

• There are over 10 lakh children and adolescents living with type 1 diabetes in the world, with India 

accounting for the highest numbers. 

• Of the 2.5 lakh people living with type 1 diabetes in India, 90,000 to 1 lakh are under the age of 14 

years.  

• For context, the total number of people in India living with diabetes was 7.7 crore in 2019, according 
to the Diabetes Atlas of the International Diabetes Federation. 

• The guidelines, which distinguish type 1 diabetes from other less common forms, also talk about how 
increasing incidence of type 2 diabetes due to obesity in the younger population can lead to confusion. 
Among individuals who develop diabetes under the age of 25 years, 25.3% have type 2. 

Who is at risk of type 1 diabetes? 

• The exact cause of type 1 diabetes is unknown, but it is thought to be an auto-immune condition 

where the body’s immune system destroys the islets cells on the pancreas that produce insulin. 

• Genetic factors play a role in determining whether a person will get type-1 diabetes. The risk of the 
disease in a child is 3% when the mother has it, 5% when the father has it, and 8% when a sibling 
has it. 

• The presence of certain genes is also strongly associated with the disease. For example, the prevalence 
of genes called DR3-DQ2 and DR4-DQ8 is 30-40% in patients with type 1 diabetes as compared to 
2.4% in the general population, according to the guidelines. 

How has treatment of type 1 diabetes evolved over the years? 

• The discovery of insulin helped children with the condition survive, but they still have to keep 

pricking themselves to deliver insulin through their life, Researchers are now looking for a cure and 
there are some encouraging results from a stem cell therapy to increase islets cells. 

• Every child in the world should get insulin, it is essential medicine. In India, half the people can 

afford it, and the other half can get it for free at most government hospitals. It costs about Rs 5,000 per 
month 

• Continuous glucose monitoring devices and artificial pancreas have started to become available, 
although these are initial reports and it might take a few years for these to become available as 
treatments. 
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• Continuous glucose monitoring devices can help monitor the blood glucose levels throughout 24-hour 
with the help of a sensor.  

• The artificial pancreas go a step further and along with monitoring the levels they can automatically 

deliver the insulin when needed. The guidelines state, “Cost considerations remain an issue in 

India.  

• The guidelines also acknowledge modern glucometers. Urine glucose monitoring (and not blood 
glucose) was the norm before glucometers.  

• And, initially, even glucometers were expensive, painful, expensive, and not so accurate.  

• Today, we have blood glucose monitors which are extremely precise and are less painful. Cost of 
strips, however, still remains a challenge,” the guidelines state. 
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International Relation 
Click here to watch the following topics on YouTube 

Context 

• The BJP suspended its spokesperson Nupur Sharma and expelled another leader Naveen Kumar over 
their communal comments. 

• The government is facing a growing diplomatic storm over comments made by the suspended BJP 
leaders. 

• Countries in the Gulf region summoned Ambassadors and conveyed their concerns about growing 
“extremism and hatred”. 

• Qatar and Kuwait summoned India’s ambassadors in Doha and Kuwait City respectively. 

• They demanded a “public apology” from New Delhi. 

Reaction of Indian Government 

• Indian officials strenuously asserted that the government stood by the country’s traditional values and 
respected all religions.  

• It also tasked its diplomats to reach out to individual OIC member states. 

• It reassured them on India’s position of an ‘inclusive’ approach to all communities. 

What Prompted the Government Response? 

India’s cultural, economic and trade ties with the countries of the West Asian region are deep and abiding.  

1. Maritime trade 

2. The exchange of goods 

3. Services  

4. Civilizational Linkages 

Historical Context 

• The Relation with the Gulf dates back several millennia and significantly predates even the foundation 

of the Islamic faith. 

• The earliest immigrants from the Arab world arrived as merchants to the Malabar coastal region of 

South West India. 

• The West Asian region also served as a land trade bridge to Greece, Rome and other early European 
empires. 

•  A flourishing trade in spices, cloth, silk and indigo in exchange for gold and silver is well recorded. 

• Interestingly rupee was serving as legal tender in several Gulf states till the middle of the 20th century. 
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Diaspora Connect 

1. According to Ministry of External Affairs data, more than 13.46 million Indian citizens work abroad. 

2. The UAE (3.42 million), Saudi Arabia (2.6 million) and Kuwait (1.03 million) together account for over 
half of all NRIs. 

3. As per WB, In terms of remittances from abroad, India was the largest recipient in 2020 at $83.15 billion. 

4. As per RBI, GCC countries accounted for more than 50% of the total $69 billion remittances received by 
India in 2016-17. 

5. Beyond the GCC, remittances from the US accounted for 22.9%, second only to the UAE. 

 

GCC 

• Bahrain 

• Kuwait 

• Oman 

• Qatar 

• Saudi Arabia  

• United Arab Emirates. 
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Gulf Cooperation Council 

• The council's main headquarters are located in the city of Riyadh in Saudi Arabia. 

• The Charter of the GCC was signed on 25 May 1981, formally establishing the institution 

• 3 constitutional monarchies (Qatar, Kuwait, and Bahrain) 

• 2 absolute monarchies (Saudi Arabia and Oman) 

• 1 federal monarchy (the United Arab Emirates 
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OIC 

• The OIC, which was known as the Organisation of the Islamic Conference until 2011. 

• It is the 2nd  largest inter-governmental organisation in the world after the United Nations. 

• OIC has a membership of 57 countries spread across four continents. 

• The OIC describes itself as “the collective voice of the Muslim world”. 

• It’s stated objective is “to safeguard and protect the interests of the Muslim world. 

• The OIC was established by the First Islamic Summit Conference held in Rabat, Morocco, in September 
1969. 
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Energy Dependence on West Asia 

• An Observer Research Foundation (ORF) April 2022 paper analyzing ‘India’s oil imports: Trends in 
diversification’ notes that  

Out of India’s total imports of crude oil, the share of the Gulf countries has remained fairly steady at about 
60% over the last 15 years.  

✓ The ORF study observes that in 2020-21, the top oil exporter to India was Iraq, with a share of more 
than 22% 

✓ This is followed by Saudi Arabia — about 18%.  

✓ The UAE, Kuwait and Oman were other Gulf countries among the top-10 suppliers of crude oil to India 
in the fiscal year ended March 2021. 
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Non Oil Trade- UAE 

• $609 billion of exports and imports that the seven countries accounted for between 2017-21. 

• UAE contributed the lion’s share of $277.4 billion. 

• UAE is today a key market for several Indian commodities ranging from tea and basmati rice to 
electrical equipment. 

• India and the UAE signed the CEPA in February. 

• Aim of increasing the total value of bilateral trade in goods to more than $100 billion in five years. 

• With the CEPA now serving as a framework, the government is actively pursuing a broader FTA with 
the GCC. 

• India is keen to gain tariff-free access for its exports not just to the Gulf region but also to countries 
across Africa. 

Conclusion 

According to Mr. Vivek Katju (Former Diplomat) 

• There is a Mutuality of Interests between the Arab states and India. 

• When the temperature cools, the flow of relations will go on.  

• But India must take the obvious lessons from this entire episode. 

• Beginning with greater sensitivity to all faiths both for social harmony and promotions of India’s 
external interests. 

For More on The Issue Refer To Following Editorials 

• The Gulf Sensitivity India Will Have to Cross (The Hindu, 11th June 2022) 

• Vicious Domestic Politics, Foreign Policy Shocks (The Hindu, 9th June 2022) 
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UPSC PYQ (2016) 

Which of the following is not a member of `Gulf Cooperation Council'? 

A. Iran 

B. Saudi Arabia 

C. Oman 

D. Kuwait 
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