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Click here to watch the following videos on the YouTube 

How do the guiding principles of India-Africa relations seek to increase the 
harmony and mutual cooperation between India and Africa? m-20 [2020] 
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• Climate change: Mehta and Sidhu (Brookings) highlight that while India and Africa are 
cooperating on SDGs including through ISA, there remain considerable differences over pace and 
extent of commitments.  

• Foreign policy engagement: Another challenge faced is the lack of capacity as a number of 
embassies in African countries lack staff.  

• Lack of development strategy: M. Chakrabarty (ORF) highlights two main flaws in India’s 
development strategy in Africa. Firstly, India is not actively pursuing any specific development 
goals. Secondly, there is no synchronisation between different development instruments. Even the 
10 guiding principles rather than a mission for the next decade, represent broad continuity.  

• Racial issues: There have been a number of incidents of racial violence against African students in 
India leading to increased favourability of China as an education destination.  

• Chakrabarty highlights areas for increased cooperation and harmony-  

o Clear strategy for African development,  

o Harness Indian civil society organisations, NGOs, and Indian diaspora, 

o Promote development-friendly private investments and timely completion of projects,  

o Improve the experiences of Africans in India.  

• Harsh V Pant argues that history will not be enough to continue to entice Africa as Africa has no 
scarcity of friends. India must shift its approach from Idealism to Pragmatism. India should set out 
to develop an Action Plan for each of the principles to operationalize them. 
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Discuss the significance of Indo-US partnership and its implications for 
India’s security and 
national defence. m-15 [2020]. 
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Implications for India’s security and National defence 

• Growing legitimacy and status: Rakesh Sood argues that India and US are engaging as equal 

partners. U.S. categorised India as “a Major Defence Partner” in 2016. It has helped that India also 

joined the export control regimes ( Australia Group , Missile Technology Control 

Regime and Wassenaar Arrangement ) and has practices consistent with the Nuclear Suppliers 

Group where its membership was blocked by China spuriously linking it to Pakistan. In 2018, India 

was placed in Category I of the Strategic Trade Authorisation , easing exports of sensitive 

technologies. 

• Increased defense partnerships: Sood argues that the strategic alignment of US and India has led 

to larger convergence of interests reflected in the fruition of third round of 2+2 dialogue, QUAD 

and India was invited for the first time to also attend the Five Eyes (a signals intelligence grouping 

set up in 1941 consisting of Australia, Canada, New Zealand, the United Kingdom and the U.S.) 

meeting. 

• India’s capacity to be net security provider: India and the US are entering a new phase of 
the partnership, particularly in the field of defence and security. India and the US have 
signed all the `foundational agreements’ including: 

o General Security of Military Information Agreement (GSOMIA)- The agreement 
guaranteed that the two sides would protect classified technology that is shared 
between them and laid down the groundwork for further sale of US weapons to 
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India. 

o Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA)- It allows both countries 
to replenish from each other’s designated military facilities. This includes billeting, 
transportation, petroleum, oil, lubricants, food, water, clothing, spare parts and 
components, repair and maintenance services, training services, medical services, 
and other logistical items and services. 

o Communications Compatibility and Security Agreement (COMCASA)- It deals with 
secure military communication. It allowed the US government to give military-grade 
tech avionics, communication systems without being concerned about its secrecy 
being compromised.  

o Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agreement (BECA)- The agreement allows both the 
countries to share all kinds of geo-spatial information, for example, geomagnetic and 
gravity data, maps, nautical and aeronautical charts, commercial and other 
unclassified imagery.  

• Such close defence ties with US have strengthened India’s capacity to become a net security 
provider in the region. India can successfully counter aggression by Pakistan and China, 
also avoiding a 2 front war. 

• Create alternatives for defence cooperation: While India has tried to walk a tightrope in balancing 

relationship with both US and Russia as well as increased defense cooperation with Russia, 

including the S-400 missile system, US provides a great alternative to hedge against the growing 

Russia-China closeness. India is the 2nd largest destination for export of sophisticated US defence 

equipment. The Apache helicopters, C-17 Globemasters and P-8 Posieden Aircrafts. US has also 

given India major Non-NATO like ally status. 

• Strengthening India’s defence industrial base: During the 2020 2+2 dialogue, it was agreed to 

conduct the inaugural Industrial Security Annexe (ISA) summit. This should be taking place 

shortly and will give an impetus to cooperation between private industry. The revised provisions 

incorporated in India’s Defence Acquisition Procedure (DAP 2020) and liberalised foreign direct 

investment policies in the defence sector would help this process further.  

Challenges 

• However, Happymon Jacob argues India should not get overjoyed with US’s heart-warming 

phrases like “India is consequential partner for US”. 

• Lt. Gen. Ahuja underlines the need for a broad-based bilateral engagement to include trade, 

economy, energy, environment, cyber and digital issues, health and agriculture  to balance an 

overburdened pillar of strategic relations. 

• Professor Kanti Bajpai listed variables that would prove to be impediments to the growth of the 

Indo–US strategic partnership including US’ domestic problems as was seen in its failure with 

Afghanistan, political disunity in Afghanistan and curtailed economy further impeded by Covid19.  
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• There are also other points of contention between the two including US statements on human 

rights and minorities in India, India’s ambiguous stand on the Ukraine crisis as well as the 

perpetual conundrum of Pakistan’s role in US foreign policy.  

• Shivshankar Menon highlights that there is a creative tension in the relations- Perfect convergence 

in east but awkward relation in the middle east. 

• Despite these hurdles, it is in increasing favour of US and India to further work on their strategic 

relationship to secure national interests of both the countries.  
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