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Section A 

1. Write on the following in about 150 Words each: (10 X 5) 

a) Discuss the main limitations of the comparative method to the study 
Political Science. 

• "Comparative Politics is the study of patterns of national governments in the contemporary 

world.": John Blondel 

• Comparative politics in this regard can be understood as the study of the domestic politics, 

political institutions, and conflicts of countries. It involves comparisons among countries and 

through time within single countries, emphasizing key patterns of similarity and difference. 

• However it has come across limitations in Traditional approaches that were prevalent before the 

World War and the contemporary approaches prevalent post World War II: 

Limitations of Traditional approaches 

• Normative: Approaches like philosophical approach delved too much into philosophical concepts 

like justice, equality which took them far away from pragmatism. 

• Unverifiable: Since such approaches were based on ideas norms, they lacked emphasis on 

collection of data which made them non empirical and unverifiable. 

• Legalistic: Such approaches focused solely on laws and regulations and lacked connection with the 

ground reality of politics and political forces. 

• Parochial: Comparative approaches before World War 2 were highly centered on the European 

countries and politics within the country. 

• Lack of relevance: Given that  most of focus of these approaches was on philosophical aspects and 

lacks relevance as a solution to problems 

• Historicism: Given that these approaches were based on historical developments which resulted in 

emergence on non contemporary concepts like philosopher king. 

Limitations of modern comparative approaches 

• Status quoism: These approaches like Political system lacked the importance of change  and change 

of system, as a result Marxists criticized the approaches to be status quoists. 

• Ideological in purpose: Political developmental approach promoted a single type of government 

that is democracy which was seen as a anti socialistic. 

• Neglects state: Approaches like political economy, political sociology , turn undue focus on sister 

disciplines rather than on state which leads to call for bringing the state back in by Theda Skocpol 

• Lack analytical value: Some approaches like systems approach and structural functional approach 

although bring in a lot of jargon. However these lack any scholarly analytical value. 
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As a result of all these limitations, Roy Macridis in his work "Modern Political Regimes" pointed out that 

the approach has been essentially non-comparative, descriptive, parochial, static and monographic. 

• Despite these limitations, Comparative politics still has a lot of utility. 

o Interdisciplinary nature helps in a better way of analysis of different constitutions, polities, 

countries, etc and helps us to differentiate and understand similarities.  

o It helps people understand the nature and working of political frameworks around the 

world.  

o It started in true sense the study of developing societies after World War II and 

understands their indigenous political systems, eg. Political Development approach.  

o It helps to Understand how countries evolve, discover patterns, and why they evolve in the 

way they do.  

• As Professor Manoranjan Mohanty has said Comparative politics is not only about comparing the 

political systems, it is also about understanding political phenomena more deeply. Therefore, it is 

necessary for the discipline to keep evolving. 
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b) What are the main challenges faced by the developing countries in the 
era of globalisation? 

• In his book ‘Lexus and Oives’ Thomas Friedman defines Globalisation as intricate linkages of the 

world with word turning flat enabling free flow of goods services capital ideas and people. 

Kennechi Ohame refers to such a situation as Borderless world. However the impact of 

globalization has not been uniform throughout the nations. Some of the challenges they pose to the 

developing world are: 

o Skewed income distribution: The less developed countries experience a more skewed 

income distribution. It has also led to greater polarization across countries because 

technology, the prime factor responsible for the current wave of globalization-still remains 

concentrated in a small body of already industrially advanced countries. 

o Sidelined social welfare: With market fundamentalism of neo liberal world order gaining 

prominence, the issues of health, education are getting sidelined domestically. The rapid 

growth of global markets has not seen the parallel development of social and economic 

institutions to ensure balanced, inclusive and sustainable growth. 

o Uneven impact: The impact of the current process of globalization is extremely uneven, 

both with and between nations. Consequently, it has resulted in rising income inequality 

with countries as well as between countries. 

o Promotes hegemony of limited powers: Apex economic institutions of globalization such as 

the IMF and WTO are occupied by developed countries to advance their national interests 

to the detriment of the less developed countries especially in areas such as trade and capital 

investment.  

• Poverty: The current globalization process has led to the worsening of structural poverty in less 

developed countries. In fact to compete in economic globalization they had to take external debt 

which further deteriorated their situation. Professor Ramesh Thakur in his book “the dark side of 

globalization” said “Globalization has resulted into the deepening of poverty and inequality, 

prosperity for a few countries and people, marginalization and exclusion for the many.” 

• Neglect of Human Rights: Since the developing countries are storehouse of human resource at 

cheap wage rates, many of the Multinational companies establish production units in these 

countries example Zara has its manufacturing unit in Bangladesh where wokers are forced to work 

in inhuman condition. 

• Feminist scholars like: Vandana Shiva have said that for developing countries globalization poses a 

way of exploitation as it exploits women workers to work at low wages. 

• Destroyed local industries: Arundhati Roy In her work “Capitalism a ghost story” (Book) says 

“Globalization is a mutant form of colonization.” In the modern colonialism the developed world 

is exploiting resources of developing nations to enrich former.  
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• Increased the transnational actors’ threat like terrorist organizations: Given that countries get 

worldly connectivity through internet, it enables groups like Al Qaeda, ISIS to penetrate the 

politically unstable developing world and disturb law and order. 

Conclusion 

• Despite the above challenges, as Amartya Sen has said “Countries which did not join globalization 

have performed the worst.” In this regard this needs to be acknowledged that, the problem is not 

connection but unfairness of this connectivity. Therefore, globalization needs to be reformed in line 

with Joseph Stiglitz’s suggestion in his work “Making globalization work” by creating more 

transparency, participation and democracy in globalization. 

• According to Jagdish Bhagwati, globalisation itself is not the problem or the solution Variety of steps 
need to be taken to ensure that globalisation reaches its logical end.It is a double-edged sword and if 
nations invest in capacity of their people and adopt right economic policy, it can bring prosperity 
Bhikhu Parekh rightly suggests globalisation is needed to be based on "dialogue among civilisations' 
rather than globalisation from above to bridge the north. 
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c) Discuss the commonalities between the Marxist and Realist approach 
to the study of International Politics. 

• There are myriads of approaches to international relations study, out of them the most important 

one are Marxist and realist approach. Marxist approach on the one hand has been propounded by 

scholars like Immanuel Wallerstein, and Neo Marxists like Robert Cox. The ideas of the same are 

based on beliefs of Marx. On the other hand Realism has proponents like Morgenthau, John 

Mearsheimer and Kenneth Waltz. 

• The commonalities between the two are based in the fact that both of them consider states as the 

main actor. For Marxists, Developed states are responsible for exploitation of the third world . For 

Realists, the state is the sole actor, i.e. the wars and the diplomacy occurs between the states. 

• Secondly both these approaches, do not give consideration to non-state actors. For the Marxists the 

trans national groups like Multinational companies are nothing but proxies of the state actors 

especially the global north which sends these MNCs in the third world to exploit their resources. 

The same happened in case of Britain being responsible for India’s exploitation through the East 

India Company. The realists hold a similar notion for transnational groups like terrorists and 

consider them proxies of the state actors. For example: USA for a long time was the supporter of 

Taliban and latter acted as a proxy of former. 

• Third, the two approaches do not believe in the concept of the world government, which is more of 

a proposition of the liberal proponents. This creates a disdain for the idea of collective security. 

Marxists view that in order to reform the current inequality and vice and improve the condition of 

the workers a global revolution is needed. On the other hand Realists believe that Power 

maximisation and Balance of power are the only ways through which the world can be stabilised. 

• Despite these similarities it needs to be acknowledged that the differences too exist. The sole idea 

of Marxist interpretation revolves around economic power, as a result it does not give importance 

to strategic, geopolitical power and considers latter two as derivatives the first itself. This is not the 

case with realist perspective, according to which hard power includes both economic as well as 

military power. 

• Second, the Marxist approach is not the approach developed solely for international relations, 

rather it is a derivation of Marx as a thinker. On the other hand realism is the hegemonic approach 

in International relations. 

• Thus it can be said that although there are similarities in terms of two perspectives. However it is 

important to acknowledge that similarities are superficial and differences are fundamental. The 

two perspectives provide us a holistic picture to explain the events of international relations. 
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d) Bipolar structure of the world is more stable than the multipolar one. 
Comment 

• The power distribution in the world has kept on varying through the different phases. It has 

transformed from Pax Britannica manifesting Unipolarity of Britain to post World War 2 era of 

bipolarity during Cold War. Post the fall of USSR, world again passed into unipolar world under 

hegemony of the USA. Post 2008 this era also started ending with emergence of other powers and 

world has turned more of a multipolar. 

• However, Bipolar structure of the world is more stable than multipolar. This has been 

substantiated by the Polarity of power thesis given by the structural realists like Kenneth Waltz 

and John Mearshiemer. According to them the stability declines from Bipolar structure to unipolar 

structure and multipolar distribution of power is the most unstable one., 

• This is because, the presence of two equal powers ensures that there is no preponderance of single 

power and there is a balance of power. This has been manifested during the cold war, when the 

two blocks balanced each other through creation of alliances like Warsaw Pact, and NATO. Also 

war like situation in the bipolar world order is not  a possibility because it would inflict intolerable 

damages to both the players which makes it unfeasible. 

• In a multipolar world, where there are a number of powers and multiple alliances, situation of a 

Westphalian world order can reemerge. Such a case is symbolic of anarchy, where nations lack a 

particular order to engage with the nations 

• The case of a multipolar world is ridden by the Kindleberger trap, where no power is capable and 

willing enough to ensure the rules based world order as a matter of public good to all. This is 

defining for the present situation where the world is in flux with a Thucidydes trap of revisionist 

power rising and the status quoits power being challenged. 

• However, the liberal approach does not consider the bipolar order as the most stable . Rather it 

favors a multipolar world order . Through a multipolar world order  there is greater fairness and it 

enables the collective security which prevents sacrifice of the concerns of the weakest of the 

nations. 

• Since war is not the possibility and reality in today’s time, given the nuclear proliferation dn 

advancement in terms of hybrid war. The liberal idea of multipolar world order seems more 

peaceful and stable 

• The case has been seen in Cold war times where although no hot war took place, however a 

number of proxy wars were fought example: Korean crisis, Vietnam crisis. The height of instability 

was depicted by the Cuban Missile crisis. Similarly such a division of power results in unhealthy 

arms race and the present nuclear stock is the result of arms race during cold war. 
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• Therefore in the present context it won’t be wrong to conclude that although bipolar structure has 

been able to avoid a war. However, it has been instrumental in promoting rivalry and conflict 

world over. On the other hand the multipolar distribution has been better in terms of being fairer 

to the strong as well as weaker nations. 
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e) National interest is an essentially contested concept. Comment. 

• ‘National Interest’ is a key concept in the field of International Relations. Every nation is always 

engaged in the process of fulfilling and securing the goals of their national interests. It is often seen 

that the foreign policy of each nation is formulated focusing on its national interest and it always 

works for securing its goals. It is considered a universally accepted right of each state to secure its 

national interests. 

• National interest however lacks universal connotations and is an essentially contested concept: 

o Realists like Morgenthau consider “The main aim of national interest is to ensure survival, 

I.e., protection of physical, economic, political and cultural identity against encroachments 

by other nation-states”. 

o Raymond Aron in this regard has said that since the idea of national interest la cks one 

meaning and is widely misused , it is better to call it a pseudo theory. 

o Marxists like Charles beard opine that National interest is a term used by nations to kill its 

own people and prosecute its own soldiers in the name of national interest 

o Burchill Scott considers that given the ambiguity of the concept, it is useless to search for its 

meaning. 

o Joseph Frankel says that the concept of national interest has a wide use but lacks substance 

o A specific analysis by Mohd Younus shows us how interest of elite is named as national 

interest and a prominent example in this regard is military’s discretion in Pakistan. 

o Also there are numerous types of National interest like permanent, temporary, Primary, 

Secondary etc. 

o Statesmen and policy-makers have time and again used it in ways suitable to them and 

keeping in view their objective of justifying the actions of their states. For example: 

Germany’s chancellor Hitler had justified expansionist policies in the name of ensuring the 

“German national interests.”  

o Similarly the concept of National interest has been used a s facade for promoting a 

superpower’s hegemony. Since decades, US presidents have always justified their decisions 

to continue their development of more and more destructive weapons in the interest of “US 

national interest.” For building up a strong nuclear base at island of Diego Garcia- USA 

justified it in the name of meeting the challenge posed by erstwhile USSR as well as for the 

protection the US interests in the Indian Ocean.  

o During 1979-89, former USSR justified its intervention in Afghanistan in the name of 

ensuring “Soviet national interests”.  

o China has time and again justified its border disputes with India and the Soviet Union in 

the name of attempts to secure the national interests of China.  
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o The recent trend of P-5 countries talks of non-proliferation and arms control is seen in terms 

of the national interests of all the nations.  

o Recent example of Russia invading Ukraine to fulfill its national interest has been justified 

in the name of protecting the Russian ethnic groups in Donetsk and Luhansk and also to 

protect itself from the expanding NATO. 

• Therefore scholar Robinson rightly says , National interest is a highly contested concept. Despite 

that even though origins of the concept date far back in history, it still has continued relevance by 

guiding the realpolitik of our foreign policies. 
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2a) How has the electoral democracy augmented the participation of 
people in the democratic process? 20 

• Elections in the democracy represents the procedural aspect of the democracy. For the outcome of 

such a process to be trusted and increasing faith in democracy it is pertinent to ensure that such an 

elections process is just so that it promotes participation of people. 

• One, the electoral democracy has increased the net voter turnout as a result of which more people 

are becoming aware and have a political opinion, with a greater urge to exercise their right to vote. 

• Two, the participation of the marginalized sections of society has got better off. This has been 

manifest especially in case of India where the poor have a greater enlightenment and become a 

target by interesting politicians a s a vote bank 

• Three, through the social movements , in order to increase their say in terms of demand before 

political parties the role of people’s participation has increased . For example in France in the last 

presidential elections, the current incumbent suffered a downfall in the votes gained  due to the 

Yellow vest movement that happened  before elections 

• Four, due to the elections there has been increase in political parties, which as per the explanation 

of the political systems approach [ David Easton] act as instrumental behind the interest 

aggregation. This not only enables mobilization of people but also ensures that the people are able 

to come to positions of power. 

• Five, in order to create demand before the political parties there has been rise in pressure groups. 

These interest groups have increased people’s participation in the democracy . The associational 

groups like the Greenpeace have resulted in increased attention of states toward the eco-friendly 

policies. Also, the non-associational groups especially in case of India in form of Caste groups have 

been significant in social welfaristic demand like reservation for backward sections. Anomie 

groups like the sudden on the spot interest groups have been significant in ensuring justice in the 

society .Example in case of the Nirbhaya Rape case protests the people protested and ensured the 

culprits are subject to the fate of law. 

• Thus it can be said that elections in real sense are the method to ensure in real terms that 

Democracy turns out to be the government of the people, for the people and by the people, as the 

great president of the oldest democracy of the world once remarked. 
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b) Discuss the role of social movement in strengthening the democratic 
processes in developing societies. 15 

• Political sociology has the social movements as the main concern. It is a type of collective behavior 

and a method of representation and democracy. It is nearer to radical methods of participation. 

• Social movements have strengthened the democratic processes in developing societies due to the 

sheer nature of mass movements, which increases people’s participation of people in the 

democracy. 

• Also it enables people to protest the political wrong in the society. For example in case of Sri Lanka 

post the lease of the Hambantota to the huge Chinese debt, the lack of statesmanship with the 

Rajapaksa leadership, the people occupied the presidential palace as  matter of protest to oppose 

the illegitimate rule. 

• Third, it acts a pressure group tactics. For example the farm protests in case of India have been able 

to show their opposition to the lack of consultation before bring in ordinances as result of which 

state has been forced to withdraw the ordinance. 

• Fourth the social movements also act as the anomie interest groups which see an on the spot 

collective behaviour. This has bee the case with the MeToo movement which led women to come in 

defense of their dignity,, and share their harassment experiences online. 

• These movements bring forth the interests of the marginalized sections and bring forth the bread 

and butter issues. For example in case of the Tunisia the movement prior to the spring revolution 

were an expression of lack of employment opportunities, poverty and inequality. 

• Further these movements especially in developing societies have been at forefront to brig forward 

the burning issue of environment before government with emphasis on the sustainable 

development. 

• However despite their role in the strengthening of the democracy in the developing societies, these 

movements also have their role in disturbing the law and order situation in these nations, which 

make these nations prone to other security threats like terrorism, anti social activities.  

• Therefore it can be concluded that these social movements can be a good source of representation 

of people in developing societies only occasionally. For a continuous representation and 

participation an institutionalized method would be of greater utility and stability in the developing 

societies. 
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c) Describe the composition of the international Court of Justice (CJI). 
Discuss its voluntary jurisdiction. 15 

• United Nations Charter aims at establishing peace and preventing another word war as the 

foundational principle behind establishment of the world government. This also form the reason 

behind formation of a neutral adjudicating body ie a World court. 

• It is the chief judicial body of the UN. It is also called “the World Court.” It was established in June 

1945 by the Charter of the United Nations and began work in April 1946. 

Composition of International Court of Justice 

• It consists of 15 judges who are elected by the General Assembly on the recommendations of the 

UN Security Council 

• Those nations that are not members of the UN may become parties to the Court’s statute with the 

help of the Article 93 procedure. 

• Each judge of ICJ holds a tenure of 9 years.  

• The chief function of the ICJ is to settle disputes submitted by parties according to international 

law. 

• The Court also gives advisory opinions on legal matters submitted by any of the UN bodies or 

specialized agencies. 

• No two judges can have the same nationality in the ICJ. 

• The members of the ICJ do not represent their governments but are independent magistrates. 

• It’s one third judges retire after three years and in their place new judges are elected. 

• The judges must possess the qualifications required in their respective countries for appointment to 

the highest judicial offices, or be jurists of recognized competence in international law. 

• The judges are distributed as per the regions: 3 from Africa, 2 from Latin America and the 

Caribbean, 3 from Asia, 5 from Western Europe and other states and 2 from Eastern Europe 

Voluntary Jurisdiction 

• Voluntary jurisdiction is a type of contentious jurisdiction of ICJ. It is a kind of jurisdiction which 

countries confer on the court by the virtue of a treaty. In this case the parties to a treaty or a 

contract stipulate that if any dispute arise in respect of such treaty or contract the dispute shall be 

referred to the Court for settlement, this type of jurisdiction of the Court is said to voluntary 

jurisdiction.  

• Therefore, in voluntary jurisdiction the parties to a dispute give their assent for the jurisdiction of 

the Court in advance. In case of voluntary jurisdiction, the verdict of the court is binding on the 

parties concerned. 
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• Despite the provision of voluntary jurisdiction, there are very less countries which have conferred 

on court the dispute resolution power. However the court is still marred by geopolitical rivalry for 

hegemony among countries, which misuse the institution for their own interests. 
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3 a) Critically examine the rise of people’s Republic of China (PRC) as a 
great power and its implications on Asian Political order. 20  

One of the most defining geo-political events of our times is the rise of China. The rise is seen by the liberal 

world as a threat, despite China claims of peaceful rise and harmonious existence. Since Xi Jinping has 

come to power, China has shown a new level of assertiveness. And the rising China has huge implications 

on Asian political order. 

• Aggressive nature: One of the most threatening examples has been China’s attempts to undermine 

democracy in Hong Kong, incursions in Doklam and Galwan, growing presence in South China 

Sea amidst pandemic when China was supposed to be defensive.  

• Restructuring of security architecture: It is in the context of growing Chinese military 

assertiveness, the democratic countries in the region as well as the USA are working on the new 

geo-political construct known as Indo Pacific. Quad can be seen as the institutionalization of the 

Indo Pacific. 

• New institutions and new projects: Chinese BRI, Regional security architecture like SCO have 

created an atmosphere in Asia to exert huge influence in the region. Already many Asian countries 

like Sri Lanka, Pakistan, Myanmar etc are highly dependent on China. 

• Great Power Rivalry: Countries in Asia are caught up in the Thucidydes trap of great power 

rivalry between China and USA. Middle powers like India, China and the divided South East 

Asian countries have little headroom for geo-political maneuvering. 

• Spreading its reach: An aggressive China is even coming into foray in the Middle East, 

Afghanistan, Iran etc. Its influence in this region is gradually increasing in this region which is 

crucial as the region has a history of conflict, Civil wars and domestic instabilities. 

However, according to the pessimists it is too early to proclaim the end of US hegemony and to announce 

the arrival of Chinese hegemony.  

• It will not be very easy for China to establish its hegemony as China is not placed in the 

environment like the USA. It is also said that before China becomes big, it will become old.  

• China suffers from internal challenges like human rights problems like Hong Kong, Tibet, Xinjiang; 

it has territorial disputes with its neighbours. According to Kenneth Waltz, “whenever a country 

tries to become a hegemon, it suffers from counter coalitions (Quad)”. 

• China is accused of Debt trap diplomacy.  Countries are vary about Chinese intentions as many 

countries are in huge debt like Sri Lanka, Pakistan etc. 

• There is no doubt that under Xi’s leadership, China has ambition to challenge US hegemony and 

the US is in the state of decline, however, a lot more depends even on middle powers like India, 

Japan, Turkey and one can't rule out the return of the USA as its fundamentals are too strong. 
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Certain trends in China’s relations with other Asian powers help define China’s role in Asia. These include 

improved bilateral relationships with all China’s neighbouring states; more active participation in 

multilateral security and economic arrangements; cautious support for new forms of regional economic 

cooperation; and serious consideration of U.S. influence and interests in the region, and how these 

interests concur with China’s own strategic concern and ultimately decide the fate of ASIAN CENTURY. 
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b) Discuss the conceptual dimensions of collective security.15 

• Schleicher explains “collective security as an arrangement among states in which all promise, in the 

event any member of the system engages in certain prohibited acts (war and aggression) against 

another member, to come to latter’s assistance.” The two key elements of collective security are 

‘security’ and ‘collective’. Security of one nation is inextricably linked to the security of all nations. 

• National security is international security. Breach of security of one nation entails breach of 

security of all nations. ‘Collective’ here means that a group of states has to collectively deal with 

the aggressor. It highlights the spirit of ‘All for One and One for All.’For international peace and 

community, aggression has to be countered with collective action by a group of states. 

• Morgenthau gives three prerequisites for the success of collective security: 

o The collective military strength has to be in excess to that of the aggressor in order to defeat 

him.  

o The member-states must share the same beliefs of the security of world order.  

o Conflicting interests among member-states should be subordinated to the common good, 

which is the common defence of all member-states. 

Chief Features 

• An instrument of power management: In order to preserve international peace, collective security 

is used to manage the crisis at the time of war or attack. 

• It acknowledges universality of aggression: It admits that aggression will happen and a group of 

states has to be formed to counter it.  

• Nations have commitment to end aggression: All nations pool their resources to stop the 

aggression. 

• It prevents war: An aggressor nation will avoid war as it knows that its act will be met with 

collective defence. 

• War is the enemy and not the state: Collective Security works towards eliminating war not the 

aggressive state. 

UN Collective Security Concept 

• The Charter of the United Nations states that the collective security system can be used for the 

preservation of international peace and security. Chapter VII of the UN Charter talks about the 

collective security system. The UN Security Council has been assigned the job of initiating 

collective security action against the act of aggression. 
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• Collective Security was used for the first time in 1950 to solve the Korean Crisis. In1956, it was used 

again in the Suez Canal crisis. It has also been used during the crises in Congo, Hungary, Lebanon, 

Iran-Iraq war, war against Al-Qaeda in Afghanistan in the year 2001. However, Collective Security 

came under severe scanner when the USA launched an attack on Iraq in 2003 without UN’s 

consent. 

Critical Evaluation 

• Though Collective Security was formulated for noble reasons of preserving 

• international peace and security, but it's too idealistic in nature. It assumes that 

• There exists complete understanding among nations to protect each other.  

• Also,At times it is not possible to identify the aggressor. The aggressor might act in self defense.  

• Collective security admits war as a means to secure peace. And there is a high probability that war 

might not be neutral and can be influenced by an ideology or vested interest.  

• The other major problem is that the UN lacks a permanent international force to enforce the 

collective security decision of the Security Council.  

• Lastly, collective security is a dangerous concept as the local war can escalate into a global war.  

Despite the above criticisms, collective security remains a device of crisis management to secure world 

peace and prevent war. 
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c) Discuss the efficacy of global conventions to combat international 
terrorism. 15 

• One traditional and accepted definition of terrorism is the use of violence or threat to use of 

violence inducing fear, for attaining certain political goals. The development of terrorism into a 

transnational event is generally associated with advance of globalisation. This is so because of 

increased cross-border flow of people, goods, money, technology and ideas, have generally 

benefited non-state actors at the expense of states and terror groups have proved to be particularly 

adept at exploiting the interconnected world. 

Global conventions to combat international terrorism 

• Mainly, the anti-terrorism instruments were adopted, roughly in three phases. 

o Starting with the legislation covering the safety of aviation and shipping, the early 

instruments were developed by the 1960s through to the early 1990s, and they addressed 

the specific types of terrorist offences.  

o The most recent phase are said to reflect the broadening, post-categorization of terrorist 

groups and thus causes, to include groups such as the Taliban, Al-Qaida and ISIL, and 

reflect the contemporary terrorist threat for the international community.  

o Within this last phase, anti-terrorism instruments were developed that deal with new 

crimes-like the terrorist bombings, the financing of terrorism and nuclear terrorism. 

• Security Council - Counter-Terrorism Committee- the Security Council adopted the resolution to 

enforce counter-terrorist measures in United Nations Member States. The Committee monitors 

implementation of resolution 1373 by means of direct dialogue with each Member State.  

o It analyses States’ regular reports to the Committee, and follows up its analysis with 

responses that identify the areas in which States need to improve in order to achieve full 

implementation of the resolution 

o Sanctions Against State Sponsors of Terrorism: In the early 1990s against the backdrop of a 

rise in state-sponsored acts of terrorism, the Security Council imposed sanctions against 

Libya in 1992 over Tripoli’s noncooperation with the investigation of two airline bombing 

incidents, 

o and against the Taliban regime in Afghanistan in 1999 for harboring the leadership of Al 

Qaeda. However, during the 1990s, the Council refrained from taking action against a 

number of other states, such as Iran, whose sponsorship of terrorism was established in a 

Berlin court in April 1997. 

• SCO- Regional Anti terrorist structure- SCO-RATS is a permanent body of the SCO and is 

intended to facilitate coordination and interaction between the SCO member states in the fight 

against terrorism, extremism and separatism.  
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• Grey List- Grey-listing means FATF has placed a country under increased monitoring to check its 

progress on measures against money laundering and terrorism financing. 

• Global terrorism Forum :  US under President Obama, in 2011 created the Global Counter-

Terrorism Forum, an “action-oriented” platform outside the UN framework to foster effective 

multilateral cooperation in counter-terrorism, in particular with respect to capacity-building. 

• Comprehensive convention on international terrorism: The need for CCIT was first thought after 

G-7 countries together made a push for sectoral convention against terrorist bombings in 1996. In 

this context, the developing countries led by India, decided to make a push for a comprehensive 

convention to deal with all forms of terrorism and in all the countries. 

Objectives of the convention 

• It aims to provide credible and legitimate framework which will help in binding all counties to take 

binding commitments to deny funds and safe havens for terrorism.  

• It also aims to provide universal definition of terrorism. All UN members will then be asked to 

adopt this definition in their domestic frameworks for their policy formations.  

• The convention also aims to provide for norms for extradition and prosecution of terrorists. 

Present status 

• Though India presented it in 1996 itself, it is still under discussion at the 6th ad hoc committee in 

the UN group. Instead of comprehensive convention, nations have adopted 3 sectoral conventions 

of late- 

o The International convention on suppression of terrorist bombings- 1996 

o The International convention for suppression of financing of terrorism- 1997 

o The International convention for suppression of nuclear terrorism- 2005 

 

Despite all these measures, terrorism still remains a global challenge because of the 
following reasons: 

• With an aim to create an effective global counter terrorism regime, the first step should be to arrive 

at consensus on definition of terrorism, which is currently missing in the current global 

negotiations. 

• Richard Barrett, the former head of the UN expert panel monitoring implementation of sanctions 

against Al Qaida and the Taliban, concluded that “the U.N. is too political, too uncoordinated, too 

focused on process rather than outcomes and follow-up, and too far removed from the people who 

actually deal with the problems of terrorism on the ground to make much of an impact, or even to 

appear relevant.”  
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• While it is true that the UN’s operational counter-terrorism activities have faced severe shortfalls 

and limitations, the UN has proven a useful venue for establishing the broad normative and 

cooperative frameworks for  collective counter-terrorism action.  

• State-sponsored terrorism is one of the biggest challenge and geopolitical interests acts as a barrier 

for effective counter-terrorist staregy. 

It’s high time to try and strengthen efforts to achieve the objective of putting in place a global legal 

framework in the form of Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism to counter a global 

scourge. This will provide a legal basis for global fight against terrorism as all Member States will have a 

multilateral platform to counter terrorism. 
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4 a) Identify and evaluate the reasons for deadlock in the WTO 
negotiations on fisheries between the developing and developed 
countries. 20 

 

• The Agreement on Fisheries Subsidies (Agreement) agreed at the recently concluded World Trade 

Organization (WTO) Ministerial meeting will prohibit subsidies from being provided for Illegal, 

Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) fishing and overfished stocks. This agreement was reached 

after years of deadlock in negotiations. 

Provisions of the treaty 

• Under the Special and Differential Treatment (S&DT), Developing Countries and Least Developed 

Countries (LDCs) have been allowed a transition period of two years from the date of entry into 

force of this Agreement.  

• The Agreement also prohibits providing subsidies for fishing on high seas, which are outside the 

jurisdiction of coastal countries and Regional Fisheries Management Organizations/ Arrangements 

(RFMO/As). 

• As per the Agreement, no prohibition has been imposed on a WTO Member regarding granting or 

maintaining subsidy to its vessel or operator as long as it is not carrying out IUU. Similarly, no 

prohibition on providing subsidies has been imposed for fishing regarding overfished stocks as 

long as such subsidies are implemented to rebuild the stock to a biologically sustainable level. 

Reasons for earlier deadlock between developing and the developed countries 

• Subsidies - India has proposed the members to agree to apply prohibitions only outside territorial 

waters. This provision is exceptional of the prohibition in cases of IUU (illegal, unreported, 

unregulated fishing). Such an arrangement would not disturb the benefit of subsidies offered to 

small scale fishers, and continue to protect subsistence and artisanal fishing. However developed 

countries pursued total prohibition. 

• Overfishing - India has suggested a flexibility clause for the concern on overfishing. Accordingly, 

when a fish stock is found to be over-fished, developing countries must be given some flexibility in 

terms of time period. Within a specified number of years, the country should withdraw the related 

subsidies. And this rule should only cover areas beyond the territorial waters. 

• Large dependent population: Developing countries stand is that we are one of the lowest fisheries 

subsidies despite such a large population and one of the disciplined nations in sustainably 

harnessing the fisheries resources. The Pact would affect livelihood and nutritional security of the 

developing countries. 
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• Common but differentiated responsibilities: Developing countries like India do not exploit the 

resources indiscriminately like other advanced fishing nations and India's fisheries sector primarily 

depends on several millions of small-scale and traditional fishers. Therefore, those WTO Members 

who have provided huge subsidies in the past, and engaged in large-scale industrial fishing, which 

is responsible for the depletion of fish stocks, should take more obligations to prohibit subsidies 

based on the ‘polluter pay principle’ and ‘common but differentiated responsibilities’.   

The present Agreement will eliminate the subsidies granted to fishing vessels or fishing operators 

engaged in IUU fishing. Such disciplining will check large-scale IUU fishing which deprives coastal 

countries like India of fisheries resources, thereby significantly impacting the livelihoods of our fishing 

communities. This Agreement also provides flexibility to extend subsidies concerning overfished stocks if 

measures are taken to rebuild fish stocks to a biologically sustainable level, which supports our fishing 

communities. 
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b) What is the realist prescription to the states to ensure their survival in 
an anarchical world? 15 

• Realism has long been the dominant perspective in IR theory. A key principle of realist theory is 

that of survival and a central assumption of the realist approach to anarchy. The rules of the 

international system are dictated by anarchy; in this sense, anarchy is perceived as a “lack of 

central government to enforce rules” and protect states. 

Realist prescription to states to ensure their survival in anarchical world 

• Relying on Self help: Realists, such as Kenneth Waltz, link this lack of a ‘world government’ to the 

continued occurrence of violence among states. The absence of an authority higher than nation-

states, it is argued, leads to a self-help system among states . Such perceptions demonstrate that 

realists have a largely pessimistic view of the international system.  

• War and conflict inevitable: All realists appear to subscribe to the belief that states are the only 

relevant actors in international politics and as there is no central authority to regulate or govern 

nation-states, a state of anarchy exists, where conflict and war is a constant threat as each state 

seeks to ensure its own survival at the expense of others. 

• Pessimistic view of human nature: classical realists,such as Hans Morgenthau, associate the 

phenomenon with "human nature". They believe that people in general are selfish and aggressive. 

The main actors of the international system, the states, are guided by this and essentially war is 

inevitable. 

• No cooperation among states : Realists believe that aggressive, selfish humans living in states who 

are only concerned with power and security because of the self-help anarchical international 

system makes it difficult to go for 'cooperation'. Therefore, Realists leave us with a bleak world, full 

of vulnerable states scared for their survival and reluctant to trust or cooperate with any other 

states. 

• States are power maximisers: Classical realists like Morgenthau and Offensive Realists like 

Mearsheimer believe that states are power maximisers and try to seek power as much as possible 

to seek hegemony.  

• Balance of Power: Defensive realists prescribe balance of power, countervailing coalitions with like 

minded countries for ensuring security of the state. 

Criticism  

• However, Constructivists disagree with the realist position that anarchy inherently leads to 

competition and war. As one of the foremost scholars on constructivism, Alexander Wendt says, 

“Self-help and power politics do not follow either logically or causally from anarchy There is no 

“logic” of anarchy apart from the practices that create one structure of identities and interests 

rather than another. Structure has no existence of causal powers apart from process.” Self-help and 

power politics are institutions, not essential features of anarchy. He goes on to say that “Anarchy is 

what states make of it”. 
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• Thus, like every other concept in International Relations, the concept of anarchy is also contested. 
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c) Russian – Ukraine crisis has caste a dark shadow on the energy needs 
of the member states of the European Union (EU). Comment. 15 

• Russia’s continuing war in Ukraine is causing a “very, very challenging” situation in Europe, 

which is testing its countries’ solidarity not only in how they react to Putin’s aggression, but also in 

how they deal with the aftereffects. 

• Further, Crude oil and gas prices have been soaring across the globe in the last year due to rising 

demand and low production. However, Europe has been particularly hit as the continent largely 

depends on imported oil and gas for its fuel needs 

• The conflict’s impacts on energy have rippled across Europe: Germany has scrambled to bolster its 

natural gas storage, French President Emmanuel Macron has encouraged people to cut their gas 

usage by 10% ahead of winter, and Italy is looking to scale back gas consumption by 7%. 

Russia Ukraine war and its effects on energy needs of Europe 

• Europe's dependence on Russian energy supplies:  

o The European countries are to a large extent dependent on Russia for energy supplies, with 

Russian gas flows to Europe, prior to the invasion, making up as much as 40 per cent of all 

of its supplies. 

o Gas prices in Europe have soared in the last year after Russia squeezed supplies ahead of 

the invasion and as fears of supply disruptions grew, stoking inflation and a cost of living 

crisis for many countries in the continent. 

o Much of the Russian gas is exported via Nord Stream I pipeline. Capacity was expected to 

double early this year with the operationalization of the second pipeline Nord Stream 2. 

However, before the second pipeline could start functioning, Germany halted its 

certification on 22nd February in response to the Russian decision to recognize the 

independence of the Donetsk and Luhansk People’s Republics. 

• Twin threats to European gas imports: 

o In a double blow to European gas supplies, a major US liquefied natural gas export 

terminal said it would be offline for at least three months and Russia said it would cut 

flows through a key route to Germany. 

o Meanwhile, Russia has said it would cut capacity on the Nord Stream 1 pipeline to 

Germany by about 40 per cent due to delay in payment due to various sanctions against 

Moscow. 

• Lack of adequate refining capacity: 

o Another factor that has contributed to the soaring fuel costs in Europe as well as across the 

globe is the lack of adequate refining capacity to process crude into gasoline and diesel to 

meet high global demand. 

http://t.me/SleepyClasses
http://www.sleepyclasses.com/


  
T.me/SleepyClasses

 

www.sleepyclasses.com Available on App Store 27 
Call 1800 – 890 - 3043  and Play Store 

o In Europe, refineries are constrained by high prices for natural gas, which powers their 

operations. Further, the cost to carry products on vessels overseas has risen due to high 

global demand, as well as sanctions on Russian vessels. 

• Looming economic crisis : 

o Today Europe is struggling to contain an energy crisis that could lead to rolling blackouts, 

shuttered factories and a deep economic recession. Russia has choked off the supplies of 

cheap natural gas used by the continent for years to run industries, generate electricity and 

heat homes. Classic example is Britain which is facing an energy crisis, currency crisis, 

banking crisis, high inflation and a spiraling economic crisis. 

Response to energy crisis by Europe 

• But divisions are starting to show in how countries are approaching the energy crisis.  

o Poland, Belgium, Italy and Greece are among the countries proposing a gas “price corridor” 

across Europe in an attempt to tackle soaring prices. The gas price corridor, “should act as a 

circuit breaker and disincentive to speculation. It is not meant to suppress prices at an 

artificially low level,” according to a draft proposal, as reported by Reuters. 

o But other countries, including Germany, are thought to oppose the plan over fears that 

capping prices could have negative impacts on energy security. However scholars have 

questioned why countries are bringing forward their own policies rather than waiting for 

an approach with EU-wide approval. 

• The next half year is destined to be particularly challenging for Europe, not only in the battlefields 

of Ukraine but also in the hearths and industries across the continent. 
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5. Answer the following in about 150 words each: (10 X 5) 

a) Peaceful co – existence remains the cornerstone of India’s Foreign 
policy. Comment. 

• Any country’s foreign policy is aimed at protecting and advancing the country’s national interests 

in the international platform. It contains a general objective that guides the activities and 

relationship of one state in its interactions with other states.  

• India’s principal goals as reduction of poverty, inclusive growth and prosperity, security and 

harmony in the country, in the region and across the worldwide globe along with the peaceful co-

existence.  

Peaceful Co-existence as the cornerstone 

• The principle of peaceful co-existence as implying an attitude of "live and let live' or mutual 

tolerance of differences is nothing novel. As a philosophic principle it is implicit in the very 

foundation of human society, especially in India  

• This spirit of toleration and mutual accommodation being the key-note of Hinduism has been 

ingrained in the whole mental make-up and outlook of India. 

• It is from this that the Gandhian philosophy of non-violence stems out, which in its turn inspires 

the foreign policy of Pandit Nehru. 

• Its practical application could be seen in the Sino-Indian agreement on Tibet signed on April 29, 

1954 which is prefaced by a significant preamble setting forth the principles that were accepted 

governing the mutual relations between the two countries which h come to be known as the 

"Panchasheel.” 

• It talked about:  

1.  Mutual respect for each other territorial integrity and sovereignty;  

2.  mutual non-aggression  

3. mutual non-interference in each others' internal affairs;  

4.  equal and mutual benefit and 

5.  peaceful co-existence. 

• At NAM, the leaders pledged to work together for colonial liberation, peace, and cultural, 

economic and political cooperation among developing countries. 

• India has played leading role in the resolution of Korean conflict and supported negotiated 

settlement of Palestine issue, Kashmir problem, border problems with neighboring countries and 

other such disputes and problems.  
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• At present, India is in favour of resolution of peaceful settlement of Iranian nuclear issue, problem 

of democratic upsurge in Middle East and so on. India is always against foreign military 

intervention for resolving international problems 

• India has supported the cause of disarmament pursued by the UN.  

• India has played a key role in preserving world peace by helping in the decolonization process, 

and through active participation in UN peacekeeping activities. 

Conclusion 

• According to Pt. Nehru, the problem whether co-existence is possible or not is a very important 

one. If it is not possible then the only alternative is world war. But whether one liked the present 

state of affairs in the world or not one had to choose between a policy likely to lead a war on a 

large scale and a general approach meant by the word “Co-existence.” 
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b) Discuss the ways and means to realise greater economic co -operation 
among the Member States of South Asia. 

• South Asia is the southern region of Asia, which is defined in both geographical and ethno-

cultural terms. The region consists of the 8 countries, i.e, Afghanistan, 

Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka. India shares land and 

maritime boundaries with seven of them but with five countries in India’s immediate 

neighbourhood have been on the boil on and off for many years. 

Realizing economic cooperation 

• With intraregional trade stagnating at around 6% of total trade of the subregion, the bulk of South 

Asia’s intraregional potential remains to be exploited. 

• South Asia is often described as the world’s least integrated subregion, with the value of 

intraregional trade less than one third of its potential, at $26.8 billion in 2014 against a potential of 

$81.2 billion 

• UNESCAP report on South Asia recommended a South Asia Comprehensive Economic 

partnership (SACEP), recommended in this report to consolidate and build upon initiatives such 

as trade facilitation measures for formation of production networks and regional value chains, 

measures for liberalization of trade in services and improvement of investment climate, and 

necessary reforms for overall procedural ease of trade and investment. 

• South Asian countries also need to take bold steps to broaden the horizons of economic relations 

with neighboring subregions of Central Asia, South East Asia and beyond.  

• South Asia’s economic integration can benefit from institutional arrangements provided under 

overlapping regional organisations such as SAARC, ECO, and BIMSTEC. 

• Establishment of SAARC Finance as a regional body of central banks, the Inter-Governmental 

Expert Group (IGEG) on Financial Issues, and the SAARC Public Debt Managers’ Forum are some 

of the key initiatives that need further strengthening.  

Also four broad areas of international collaboration as identified by the Bangkok Declaration;  

• market integration through enhanced cross-border trade and investments,  

• development of transport, energy, ICT and people-to-people connectivity,  

• greater financial cooperation for closing infrastructure gaps and liquidity support; 

and  

• increasing economic and technical cooperation to address shared vulnerabilities and 

risks, could also be related with the SAARC also. 
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• World Bank suggested a ‘One South Asia’ policy. It supports regional activities in South Asia to 

promote economic connectivity, climate change resilience, and human development. All three can 

create jobs and fight poverty. 

• Non-Tariff barriers like i.) Visas ii.) Transport bottlenecks iii.) Communications iv.) Banking v.) 

Information exchange could be reduced. 

• ADB can play an important role by fostering cross-border trading links through construction of 

road and rail networks and development of trade corridors connecting remote and isolated areas.  

Conclusion 

• The nature, level, and range of products and services in which the SAARC countries can trade will 

depend upon the success achieved in reducing transaction, search, and market information costs: 

(i) the scale and quality of the economic infrastructure required to handle larger trade volumes);  

• (ii) the pace at which the positive lists are eliminated and the timelines for implementation of 

SAFTA are shortened;  

• (iii) the manner in which issues related to tariffs on agricultural produce, subsidies, non-tariff 

barriers and ―rules of origin‖ in respect of items traded and product coverage are resolved;  

• (iv) the inclusion of services and investment within the ambit of SAARC;  

• (v) the availability of information on production facilities and technologies; and  

• (vi) the ease with which people in general, and businessmen in particular, can travel from their 

home country to other countries. 
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c) Discuss the steps required to realise ‘hydro-co-operation’ between 
Indian and Bangladesh. 

• The relationship between India and Bangladesh is based upon the historic significance of India 

being the first country in the world to recognize the sovereignty of Bangladesh in 1971 and 

henceforth to established diplomatic ties with her. India and Bangladesh share a total of 54 

transnational rivers. This underlying fact has made the realm of water cooperation a crucial aspect 

of the bilateral relationship for these two respective nation states. In fact, diplomatic dialogues on 

water sharing for some of the rivers such as Ganga date to pre-1971 period when present-day 

Bangladesh still existed as ‘East Pakistan’. 

Steps required to realize Hydro Cooperation 

• A succession of around 30 operational, non-operational and planned hydropower projects—with 

80 percent of them being in Sikkim—are located on the Teesta – Therefore, the need of the hour is 

to streamline the Teesta river sharing agreement. 

• Water is a state subject in the Indian Constitution. One cannot ignore the fact that the federal 

structure of India is a very important determinant of Bangladesh-India hydro-political 

relations. Therefore, a semi-polycentric approach is required to resolve the issues. 

• According to P.K. Balachandran - Brushing the Teesta issue under the carpet would be unwise for 

the long-term health of the relationship. The Teesta waters issue is a peoples’ issue because, the 

river serves 14% of the arable land of Bangladesh and sustains nine million people mostly farmers. 

• In 2021, with India and Bangladesh all set to commemorate their 50 years of diplomatic ties right 

from the time of Liberation War; the Ganga Water Treaty (GWT) signed at the Silver Jubilee of their 

bilateral relationship (1996) till date remains the only water sharing treaty that both countries have 

agreed to. This is the right step in right direction. 

• More initiatives’ like “Maitri Setu”, the bridge on the transboundary Feni River shared between 

Bangladesh and India can take place. 

• Role of citizens should be increased - Equal importance should be given to the needs of the average 

citizens in these countries, their concerns and views. The Teesta waters issue is a farmers’ issue, a 

layperson’s issue. And the average citizen is the final arbiter in a democracy. 

• Both India and Bangladesh could jointly devise programs to encourage farmers served by the 

Teesta River, on both sides of the border, to go for crops that are less water-intensive than rice. 

Drip irrigation could also be introduced. 

• Despite seeking Chinese financial assistance, Bangladesh still needs India for implementing water 

sharing mechanism for their transnational rivers. India should leverage this to seek the solution to 

river disputes. 

 

Conclusion 
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• There are several ways to tackle the issue, but any solution will require attention and political will 

from both sides. India should use the given geostrategic condition tactically to foster deeper ties 

with Bangladesh which could then lead to a greater understanding and coordinated strategic 

decision making. 
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d) Explain the significance of basic exchange and Co-operation 
Agreement (BECA) for Indo- US strategic relations. 

• India US relations have travelled a long since the time when India and USA were termed as two 

‘Estranged Democracies' by Dennis Kux being strategic partners, embodying the most defining 

partnership of the 21st century. India US relations have become increasingly multi faceted covering 

cooperation in areas such as trade, defense, security, education, science and technology, civil 

nuclear energy, space technology, environment and health. 

Features and Significance of BECA 

• After LEMOA and COMCASA, New Delhi and Washington have signed BECA, sealing a 

framework of mutual trust and long-term military and strategic cooperation. The immediate 

context is the common threat from an aggressive and expansionist China, but the potential for 

cooperation in the future is immense. 

• BECA will help India get real-time access to American geospatial intelligence that will enhance the 

accuracy of automated systems and weapons like missiles and armed drones.  

• Through the sharing of information on maps and satellite images, it will help India access 

topographical and aeronautical data, and advanced products that will aid in navigation and 

targeting. 

• This could be key to Air Force-to-Air Force cooperation between India and the US.  

o BECA will provide Indian military systems with a high-quality GPS to navigate missiles 

with real-time intelligence to precisely target the adversary. 

o Besides the sailing of ships, flying of aircraft, fighting of wars, and location of targets, 

geospatial intelligence is also critical to the response to natural disasters 

o Literally, BECA means that the countries can share highly classified information in real 

time without fear of being compromised. 

o The US wants India to move away from Russian equipment and platforms, as it feels this 

may expose its technology and information to Moscow. 

o India is wary of Pakistan’s deep-rooted ties with the Pentagon, and Washington’s 

dependence on Rawalpindi for access to Afghanistan as well as its exit strategy. 

o Because of the clear and present danger from China, New Delhi’s strategic embrace of 

Washington is the obvious outcome. 

o According to Pia Krishnankutty, Sharing geospatial intelligence with the US through 

BECA will boost the Indian military’s accuracy of automated hardware systems and 

weapons like cruise missiles, ballistic missiles and drones. Also, it is a key step for India 

when it comes to acquiring armed drones such as MQ-9B from the US. 
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o According to Varghese K. George, tying itself too closely with the U.S. may limit India’s 

choices. The evolution of technology makes it inevitable that all military platforms will be 

integrated and networked in the future. The U.S. is very particular about the integrity of its 

networks, and pressure could mount on India to remain firmly in its camp. The U.S. is 

particularly irked by India’s continuing defence cooperation with Russia. 

Conclusion 

• According to Subhajit Roy, Substantive and institutionalised cooperation between the two defence 

establishments will serve the long-term interests of a rising India and an America that is 

restructuring its global security burden. Acting together, Delhi and Washington will be in a better 

position to shape the regional and global environment in favour of peace and stability. 
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e) Discuss the role of public diplomacy in the enhancement of India’s 
Global standing. 

• Public diplomacy is referred to any of various government-sponsored efforts aimed at 

communicating directly with foreign publics. Public diplomacy includes all official efforts to 

convince targeted sectors of foreign opinion to support or tolerate a government’-s strategic 

objectives. 

Significance of Public diplomacy 

• Jacques E. C. Hymans, in his work, “India’s Soft Power and Vulnerability,” held that India has a 

long history of trying to use public diplomacy and other instruments of soft power to secure its 

foreign policy objectives.  

• After Independence, India invested considerable resources in high-level dialogues, intellectual and 

cultural exchanges, and conferences of concerned parties, seeking to influence peoples as well as 

governments by using open diplomacy and moral suasion. 

• India’s new public diplomacy is actively seeking new audiences within India (notably, politically 

engaged young people at home), in the West (Indian diaspora communities abroad), and in the 

developing world (key opinion formers in India’s immediate region or resource-rich states in the 

global South). 

• Indian officials are attempting to render India’s foreign policy-making process more open and 

democratic by engaging in dialogue with communities outside the New Delhi political and 

diplomatic elite. 

• The effort seeks to utilize new media rather than traditional methods to reach its various target 

audiences. 

• India’s new public diplomacy is in part a response to recent efforts by other Asian states—

especially China—to build and leverage soft power. The initiative also stems partly from a 

realization that India’s reputation in its “near abroad” region is not as good as it might be, and it 

partly reflects a new elite enthusiasm for technologically driven solutions to political challenges. 

• India is investing in technology because it does not want to be left behind in the “arms race” for 

soft power and because some policy makers genuinely believe that social media, in particular, are 

transforming the practice of politics. 

• As per Sujit Datta, India’s new public diplomacy is part of a wider policy of strategic “hedging” in 

response to China’s rise, involving emulation, balancing, and engagement. 

• MEA believe that Indian foreign policy is being undermined, and especially that economic 

opportunities are being lost, as a consequence of the public’s lack of knowledge about initiatives 

the central government has taken.  
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• This was the primary motivation behind the “Look East” conferences held in Guwahati, Imphal, 

Shillong, and Aizwal in 2007, which tried to generate dialogue between the MEA in New Delhi and 

important stakeholders in Indian foreign policy in the border regions, including local politicians, 

businesspeople, and ordinary citizens. 

• Five developments are especially significant in India’s Public Diplomacy:  

o India’s effort to reach out to overseas Indians;  

o its attempts to build connections with foreign business interests;  

o its nascent foreign aid and development program;  

o its use of major events to showcase and “nation-brand” India; and 

o  its use of new social media to reach out to younger, tech-savvy audiences. 

• According to Ritambhara, public diplomacy has become a very important instrument of soft 

power, as well as being a vital tool of Indian foreign policy. The undercurrent of Indian public 

diplomacy is to avow India as a rising power of undeniable international significance and 

influence, which is consistent with India’s demand to win a place at the high table by being 

granted the permanent seat on the United Nations Security Council. 

Conclusion 

• In the words of Shashi Tharoor, in today’s world, you cannot meaningfully confine your public 

diplomacy to foreign publics alone. In the current media environment, whatever message any 

government puts out is also instantly available to its domestic audience on the internet. 
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6a) Discuss the relevance of the demand for New International Economic 
Order (NIEO) in the present era of globalisation. 20 

• At the Sixth Special Session of the United Nations General Assembly in 1975, a declaration was 

made for the establishment of a New International Economic Order (NIEO). It is regarded as “a 

turning-point in the evolution of the international community.” The remarkable feature of the 

NIEO was recognition that developing countries had been historically deprived and thus more 

benefits have to be redirected towards the developing nations.  

Relevance 

• The crucial aim of the NIEO is to promote economic development among the poor countries 

through self- help and South-South co-operation. 

• The NIEO intends to deal with the major problems of the South, such as balance of payments 

disequilibrium, debt crisis, exchange scarcity etc. 

• The biggest event which propelled the NIEO was the breakdown of the Bretton Woods fixed 

exchange rate system around 1968-73.  

• The US defaulted on its promise to exchange dollars for gold. Additionally, a jolt to the global 

economy was dealt with the oil crisis where OPEC enforced an oil embargo and raised the oil 

prices in the face of global stagflation. In doing so, OPEC offered a tactic of solidarity.  

• It became evident to developing countries that if they could form a strong coalition, they could 

have their way in global governance structures. Hence, G-77 was born as a group with a shared 

history of resistance to colonialism and imperialism. 

• Evidently, NIEO was not a coherent strategy but the consensus was to improve the economic 

position of the global south in relation to the global north.  

• International trade needed to be managed to prevent the deterioration of the terms of trade, and 

governments and corporations from the north had to be compelled to provide capital, technology, 

and expertise to enable the south to develop its own industrial base.  

• If we compare with today’s Globalization based neo-liberal economic order, The NIEO is not in 

favour of the existing system of free market orientation. It is biased in the less developed countries 

through interventionist approach. 

• Its action programme narrates the need for a more rapid economic development of the poor 

countries and their increasing share in the world’s trade at favourable terms of trade. 

• Its line of action is to adopt discriminatory approach in trade favouring the LDCs. 

• It also insists on de-politicalisation in the flow of official as well as private direct investment from 

the rich to the poor countries. 
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• It contains that aid has to be of multi-lateral form with a view to facilitate structural adjustments in 

the less developed countries. 

• It also stresses the need for restructuring the international monetary system. 

• There has been always a great opposition from the rich countries. They have vested interests which 

do not allow for the healthy outcome and actions in various negotiations and their implementation. 

Again, the poor countries have weak bargaining power in negotiations. Further, there is very weak 

trade link between LDCs and the socialist blocs. 

Conclusion 

• The North, though in a tricky position financially, played for time and meanwhile, stroked 

divisions within G-77. The politics of TINA and structural adjustment programs shifted the scales 

of balance towards neo-liberalism. The biggest obstruction to the ambitions of developing 

countries was the Latin American debt crisis in 1982: bailing out indebted southern states was not 

done in charity but conditionally dependent on structural adjustments designed explicitly to 

weaken the reach of the state. Hence, neo-liberalism became the “post-historical consensus” and 

NIEO died its unnatural death. 
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b) Critically examine the major factors responsible for a turnaround in 
the trajectory of India’s foreign policy in the post – cold war period. 15 

• According to Britannica, foreign policy means general objectives that guide the activities and 

relationships of one state in its interactions with other states. The development of foreign policy is 

influenced by domestic considerations, the policies or behaviour of other states, or plans to 

advance specific geopolitical designs.  

• Leopold von Ranke emphasized the primacy of geography and external threats in shaping foreign 

policy, but later writers emphasized domestic factors. Diplomacy is the tool of foreign policy, and 

war, alliances, and international trade may all be manifestations of it. 

Factors responsible for evolution of IFP 

• India was confronted with fresh challenges and opportunities in the wake of the end of the Cold 

War and the onset of a new era of ‘globalization’.  

• The disintegration of Soviet Union in 1991 and the demise of WARSAW pact, the military alliance 

of Communist bloc in 1992, the end of cold war, the unification of Germany, the expansion of 

Western Military Alliance, NATO, the emergence of signs of unipolar world led by the US and her 

allies etc altered the hitherto existing paradigm of cold war politics. 

• In economic terms also, the global order experienced a major shift. The process of globalization 

ridding on the back of new communication technology and neo-liberal market economy logic 

gradually became the new economic reality of international relations. 

• For India the shock was greater than for most outside the erstwhile Communist bloc.  

• The collapse of the USSR in December 1991 meant the effective redundancy of what had been a 

crucial anchor of Indian foreign policy for two decades—the de facto alliance expressed in the 1971 

Indo‐Soviet Treaty of Peace, Friendship and Cooperation.  

• Indian policy makers had to adapt quickly to a transformed international arena, one in which the 

USA was the centrepiece, and factors that had loomed large in the post‐second world war world—

the Communist bloc and the Non‐Aligned Movement—lay discarded on the scrap heap of history. 

• In the post-cold war period, with entirely new conditions to cope with, India adopted a pragmatic 

approach in foreign affairs in view of her strategic and economic interests. The pragmatic 

assessment of foreign policy in 1990s led to two fundamental shifts in India’s foreign policy 

orientations: 

• First, India reconsidered her relations with the only super power, the US and moved on to develop 

strategic partnership with her, which appeared unthinkable in cold war ideological conditions. 

The second change was the initiation of new engagement with the countries of East Asia. This was 

encompassed under the Look East Policy announced by India in 1991. 
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• According to James Chiriyankandath, The Indian government's unwillingness to be rushed into 

responding to the US request for the deployment of Indian troops to assist in the occupation of Iraq 

reflects the conservative attitude which showed that Indian foreign policy remains primarily 

responsive and characterized by relative caution. 

• According to Nayar and Paul, India has harboured longstanding aspirations to attain what leaders 

since Jawaharlal Nehru, the country's first prime minister, have regarded as its rightful position 

among the world's major powers. 

• According to Jaswant Singh, the realist critique of the Nehruvian perspective came into its own. 

He stated unambiguously that foreign policy had to concentrate on “a relentless pursuit of one's 

own national interests” due to collapse of USSR. 

• Arundhati Ghosh, India's representative at the Conference on Disarmament in Geneva on the 

Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT), declared that “national security considerations” would be 

“a key factor in our decision making” 

• The end of the Cold War marked a turning point in Indian foreign policy because of the 

disappearance of the familiar contours of the postwar world. The other linked element in India's 

cautious realignment over the past decade and a half has been the opening up of the Indian 

economy initiated by the progressive liberalization introduced after 1991 

• The end of the Cold War and globalization has served to impart a greater urgency to the quest for 

global recognition. While accelerated economic development is being seen as “the key to realizing 

India's strategic potential,” its uneven development may pose a new set of challenges in terms of 

moulding a coherent foreign policy. 

• In the post‐cold war world of the 1990s several developments contributed to stimulating India's 

nuclear programme.  

• The proximate factor was Pakistan's developing nuclear capability as a Pakistani‐backed 

anti‐Indian militant campaign took hold in Kashmir.  

• Other factors were the indefinite renewal of the NPT in 1995, followed by the 1996 CTBT, which 

made India the focus of international pressure, especially from the Clinton administration in the 

USA. 

• As per Garver, the ideological shift away from Nehruvian non‐alignment, encouraged by the 

reality of post‐cold war American dominance, was buttressed by economic and social changes in 

the relationship between the world's biggest democracies. In the 1990s Indo‐US trade grew by 

264% 

• Dennis Kux asserted that another factor in promoting closer ties has been the rise over the past 

two or three decades of a mainly well educated and wealthy body of Indian immigrants in the USA 

(the 2000 census returned 1.7 million)  
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Conclusion 

• After the end of cold war and disintegration of Soviet Union, the international order experienced 

fundamental changes. Globalization further intensified these changes. India’s foreign Policy took 

note of these changes and was attuned to the new emerging order. 
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c) Discuss the reasons behind India’s refusal to sign the nuclear non – 
proliferation treaty (NPT). 15 

‘The human race cannot co-exist with nuclear weapons.’ - ICCHO ITOH, Mayor of Nagasaki 

• Nuclear weapons are said to be “The Great Equalizer”, because acquisition of even a small 

arsenal by inferior powers is supposed to deter their strong rivals. The NPT is a landmark 

international treaty whose objective is to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons and weapons 

technology with the goal of nuclear disarmament. All countries except four (India, Israel, and 

Pakistan never joined, and North Korea withdrew in 2003) are parties to the NPT.   

• India’s opposition to NPT is based on ideological, rational and pragmatic reasons. 

• The prohibition treaty further reinforces the commitments of these states against the use, threat of 

use, development, production, manufacture, acquisition, possession, stockpiling, transfer, 

stationing, or installation of nuclear weapons. It came into force on 22 January 2021. It is a legally 

binding instrument aimed at total elimination of nuclear weapons, under the aegis of the United 

Nations. 

• According to the Indian perspective, the treaty divides the countries into ‘Haves’ and ‘Have-nots’. 

P5 countries which had developed nuclear weapons before 1967 are classified as nuclear weapon 

states whereas others are left out as Non-Nuclear weapon states. The latter are barred from 

developing nuclear weapons under any circumstances.  

• India’s perspective is based on its idea of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, India aspires for a Nuclear 

weapon free world with no countries possessing nuclear weapons. India opposes such 

discriminatory treaties which establish apartheid against the Non-nuclear weapon states. 

• Likewise, regional nuclear-free zones have been viewed by India as a piecemeal – if not inadequate 

– approach to nuclear disarmament, and as contingent upon the specific regional context.  

• Harsh. V. Pant argues that the design and implementation (or lack thereof) of non-proliferation 

commitments by the major powers has further reinforced the Indian position. 

• Article 6 of the NPT which expects Nuclear weapon state to take effective steps for disarmament 

remains the weakest pillar of the treaty with no concrete time bound deadlines for 

comprehensive universally verifiable disarmament.  

• According to India, the NPT does not end proliferation. It only prevents horizontal proliferation 

(By new countries) but it doesn't prevent vertical proliferation (Nuclear weapon states building 

more weapons). 

• Hence, the arguments given by India are based ‘What Should Be’. It vouches for an ideal world 

which does not have the existence of Nuclear weapons. Even Gandhi called Nuclear weapons to 

be the most diabolical use of science.  
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• According to George Perkovich, Nehru was always inclined towards developing nuclear 

weapons to strengthen India’s defense capabilities. The global rhetoric against nuclear weapons 

was to buy time for the development nuclear weapons itself.  

• The appointment of Homi Jhangir Bhabha as the scientific advisor of Nehru made it clear that 

India was not against the development of nuclear weapons to strengthen its defence capabilities. 

Hence, India’s opposition to NPT was not normative but was realist.  

Conclusion  

• India has always been against global treaties which are exclusionary in nature. As the 

representative of India at the conference of disarmament, Arundhati Ghosh explicitly stated 

‘Neither India will join now nor ever’.  

• Rishab Kachroo argues that The chequered history of nuclear weapons gives the impression 
that the NPT has not been entirely successful—but it hasn’t been an abject failure either. 

• The impetus is on the major powers to stay on the path which the NPT has paved (even if a 
winding one) and signal commitment through its actions towards putting an end to the 
arms race and hopefully complete disarmament. 
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7 a) What are the main drivers of Indian – Japan Strategic and Global 
Parentship? 20 

• Japan and India are partners in peace, with a common interest in and complementary 

responsibility for promoting the security, stability and prosperity of Asia as well as in advancing 

international peace and equitable development. If we go by Wisdom of Kautilya Japan is India’s 

natural ally. If we talk from the perspective of David Malone, India Japan relations remained far 

from optimal. He uses the word ‘tepid’. India Japan Relations were impacted by the fault lines of 

cold war. Japan, a US ally, whereas India, a de-facto USSR ally.  

Main drivers of Indian – Japan Strategic and Global Partnership 

• Culture: India–Japan relations have traditionally been strong. The people of India and Japan have 

engaged in cultural exchanges, primarily as a result of Buddhism, which spread indirectly from 

India to Japan via China and Korea. The people of India and Japan are guided by common cultural 

traditions including the shared heritage of Buddhism and share a strong commitment to the ideals 

of democracy, tolerance, pluralism, and open societies.  

• Trade: Japan is regarded as a key partner in India’s economic transformation. In the recent past, 

the India Japan relationship has transformed to a partnership of great substance and purpose. 

Japan's interest in India is increasing due to a variety of reasons including India's large and 

growing market and its resources, especially the human resources. Japan’s bilateral trade with 

India, totaled US$ 17.63 billion in FY 2018-19. India is the largest recipient of Japanese aid and both 

countries have special relationship official development assistance (ODA).  

• Strategic:  2019 Defence White Paper, Japan has replaced South Korea with India as the third most 

important partner in the realm of security cooperation”. India and Japan are termed as ‘quasi-

allies’ as both are concerned about the Chinese maritime aggressiveness in the Western Pacific and 

the Indian Ocean Regions, and its rising military capabilities.  

• Post cold war has created a new strategic environment, which created scope for strategic 

partnership between India and Japan. For example – Rise of China, improvement in relations with 

USA, opening up of Indian economy created favourable environment.  

• They aimed to work towards the shared vision of a free, open, inclusive and ruled-based Indo-

Pacific region emphasising on the principles of sovereignty and territorial integrity along with 

freedom of navigation and overflight, which is necessary for peace, maritime security and 

prosperity in the region. India and Japan also initiated bilateral exercises like Dharma Guardian-

2019 and SHINYUU Maitri-2019 and proceeded with coordination towards the first Japan-India 

joint fighter aircraft exercise in Japan. 

• India is a critical state in Japan’s security paradigm vis-à-vis China. India is seen as an ideal swing 

state and the net security provider in the prominent capitals of the world.  
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Conclusion 

• PM Modi’s comments that “A good friend is timeless and sees no border.” Former PM Rajeev 

Gandhi was right when he said that India Japan relationship is a public good . According to 

Former PM of Japan Shinzo Abe “A strong India is in best interest of Japan and strong Japan is in 

the best interest of India.” 
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b) What are the implications of ‘Lock – East’ Policy on the north-eastern 
region of India? 15 

• India’s LEP is intended to develop extensive economic and strategic relations primarily with the 

Southeast Asian countries. This policy was formulated and initiated by PV Narasimha Rao’s 

government in the early 1990s. Since then there has been constant evolution of the policy under 

successive governments. The current National Democratic Alliance (NDA) government has 

rechristened it as the Act East Policy (AEP). 

Significance of Look East for NER of India: 

• The Integration of NER in LEP was somewhat an afterthought and it adds a domestic dimension to 

LEP, known as Look East through Northeast. 

• According to Seshadri Chari, The main aspects of LEP-NER are:  

o (a) connectivity and physical infrastructure to facilitate trade;  

o (b) trade and investment protocol;  

o (c) shortfalls in operationalization of existing assets and facilities;  

o (d) soft aspects of bilateral/multilateral relationships such as in tourism and enhanced 

people to people interaction through sports, culture, academic and medical research, etc. 

• The emergence of the look east policy as a role model of development for the northeast is often 

dubbed as the new development mantra or a new paradigm of development in the northeast 

development perspective 

• Given its location, the Northeast assumes the role of bridging the space between mainland India 

and other Southeast Asian nations. As a result, there has been an emphasis on developing the 

infrastructure of the region by widening the roads, expanding air connectivity, extending railway 

networks, opening new and reactivating dormant trade routes, as well as facilitating border trade 

and transit points.  

• Security – The ASEAN nations like the Myanmar helped India in curtailing the North East 

Insurgency.  

• Connectivity - There have been numerous infrastructure projects under LEP that are expected to 

tie India closer to East and Southeast Asia. The infrastructure projects that are in various stages of 

completion include Moreh-Tamu-Kalewa Road, India-MyanmarThailand Trilateral Highway, 

Trans-Asian Highway, India-Myanmar rail linkages, Kaladan Multimodal project, Myanmar-India 

Bangladesh gas and/or oil pipeline, Tamanthi Hydroelectricity project and optical fibre network 

between Northeast India and Southeast Asia. 

• Trade - NER is used as a corridor for transporting goods produced in other parts of the country. 

There is increased demand for some auxiliary services such as hotels, fuel pumps, and restaurants 

that have some contributions to growth of the local economy. 
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• Healthcare - There are several medical colleges and hospitals in NER. With the establishment of 

the All-India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) in Assam, the region will potentially be a hub of 

medical education and healthcare services. In the Southeast Asian region, Bangkok and Singapore 

are considered centres of healthcare services. But geographic proximity of NER particularly to 

Bangladesh and Myanmar provides an opportunity for developing economically profitable 

healthcare industry. 

• Tourism - Because of the ethno-cultural ties with the people in surrounding countries (Thailand, 

Myanmar, Tibet, Bangladesh, Nepal), there is a scope for cultural tourism.   

Conclusion 

• Regional integration of NER with the countries in East, Southeast and South Asia may potentially 

generate economic dividends to the region. However, there are formidable challenges in realising 

the potentials. The proposed infrastructure projects, if completed with no further delay, will go a 

long way in improving connectivity with the neighbouring countries. Further, it would require a 

comprehensive long-term plan with well-defined projects for developing industries and services 

including education, health and tourism. 
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c) Explain the factors which justify India’s claim for a permanent seat at 
the  UN security council. 15 

• UNSC is considered as nucleus of UN. It is the only body of UN which has teeth to bite. UNSC has 

major say in all important appointments and functions of UN. The permanent members of UN 

possess veto powers, which provides them ultimate weapon to stop functioning of UN, when UN 

is trying to act against their national interest. 

Why India deserves permanent seat at UNSC? 

• The current membership of UNSC reflects post-WWII structure. It doesn’t actually reflect the 

changes that have occurred in the international system after the end of the cold war. Emerging 

nations like India, Brazil, South Africa etc needs representation in the UNSC as permanent 

members.  

• The existing membership reflects a regional imbalance. 

• Increasingly illegitimate and ineffective Security Council cannot lie at the heart of today’s 

multilateral system. 

• India’s demand for permanent membership in the UNSC should be granted because India shares a 

long historic relationship with the UN and its contemporary role in the global arena.  

• India’s contribution to the international community is undeniable. India also adheres to the 

principle of Panchsheel whose relevance is timeless.  

• The principle of Panchsheel is based on Mutual respect for sovereignty, non-aggression, non-

interference, equality and peaceful coexistence. These principles can be highly significant to UN 

Charter to work towards peace and security in cooperation. Panchsheel can provide the basis for 

non-violence and non-interference and can lead to peaceful coexistence. 

• Harsh V. Pant argues that India’s claims to a permanent seat in the UNSC are based on the 

following grounds: 

o Represents one-sixth of the global population. 

o Among the founding members of the U.N. 

o Always upheld its principles and credentials while some other countries consider the 

organisation as merely a talk shop. 

o Impressive contribution towards the UN Peace Keeping Force (UNPKF). 

o An emerging economic power. 

o An independent foreign policy which is very often not in sync with that of the five 

permanent members of UNSC (P5). Ex.: At first, India opposed authorising the use of force 

in Libya and then abstained from voting on the matter. 
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o A substantially increasing international clout. 

▪ Victory at the International Court of Justice (ICJ) election in which the UK lost for 

the first time. 

▪ International Day of Yoga which was celebrated by 177 countries. 

• India has taken the lead in calling for New International Economic Order (NIEO) by reforming the 

international organizations.  

• India’s commitment to disarmament and non-violence can be a significant contribution to the UN. 

India also stood to uphold non-discriminatory and transparent working in international 

organisations. India has time and again reiterated its stand as a responsible nuclear weapons state 

and its deterrence to no first use and non-use against non-nuclear states. India has often criticised 

the discriminatory and undemocratic nature of the NPT (Non-proliferation treaty). 

• India has been an active participant in international events and treaties like UN peacekeeping 

mission, development goals, sustainable development, climate change and anti-terrorism. India 

has provided more than 200,000 officers to UN peacekeeping missions. India is also contributed to 

the UN in fighting against global challenges such as terrorism, climate change, energy security, 

refugee crisis, pandemics and restructuring the existing international economic world order. 

Conclusion 

• A permanent membership to India in UNSC will ensure representation of the developing and 

underdeveloped world. India can also significantly contribute to the misuse of veto power and 

represent the interest of not only India but also the underdeveloped countries and makes United 

Nations a more democratic global governing institute. 
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8a) How does India – Israel bilateral ties reflect the autonomy of India’s 
foreign policy choices? 20 

• India and Israel have always had an enigmatic relation. While the two countries have been seen as 

natural partners, it took them more than four decades to establish official diplomatic relations. Both 

nations boast a democratic system in a neighbour-hood where democracy is frail or non-existent. 

Israel has always been an outlier in India’s foreign policy. 

Some Major Shifts in IFP which indicate Indian Autonomy in Foreign Policy Making 
are 

• The first big shift in India’s policy came during the visit of Mahmoud Abbas in 2017 when India in 

a statement dropped the customary line in support of East Jerusalem as the capital of a Palestinian 

state. When Modi visited Israel, his itinerary did not include Ramallah, as had been the practice by 

other visiting dignitaries. 

• At the UNHRC’s 46th session in Geneva earlier in 2021, India voted against Israel in three 

resolutions – on the right of self-determination of the Palestinian people; on Israeli settlement 

policy; and on the human rights situation in the Golan Heights. It abstained on a fourth, which 

asked for an UNHRC report on the human rights situation in Palestine, including East Jerusalem. 

• At the 53rd UN session, India co-sponsored the draft resolution on the right of the Palestinians to 

self-determination. In the 1967 and 1973 wars, India lashed out at Israel as the aggressor.  

• In the 1970s, India rallied behind the PLO and its leader Yasser Arafat as the sole and legitimate 

representative of the Palestinian people. In 1975, India became the first non-Arab country to 

recognise the PLO as the sole representative of the Palestinian people. In 1988, when the PLO 

declared an independent state of Palestine with its capital in East Jerusalem, India granted 

recognition immediately. Arafat was received as head of state whenever he visited India 

• In February 2021, the International Criminal Court claimed jurisdiction to investigate human rights 

abuses in Palestinian territory including West Bank and Gaza and named both Israeli security 

forces and Hamas as perpetrators. Then PM Netanyahu wanted India, which does not recognise 

the ICC, to take a stand against it, and was surprised when it did not come 

• The Indian statement in the UNSC was another disappointment for Israel. But it did not affect the 

relationship as both countries weigh their long term interests against the fast changing geopolitics 

of West Asia. Both will be hoping that the Pegasus episode will similarly blow over without any 

major impact on bilateral ties 

Indo-Israel relations are not merely ‘transactional’, but also ‘ideological’. In the past, India’s decision of not 

entering into diplomatic relations with Israel after independence was driven by Nehruvian ideology. 

• Currently, Indo-Israel’s ties are driven by ideological alignment between two countries around 

‘cultural religious nationalism’ along with neo-liberal economic ideology. The way each state 

defines its national identity has direct links with the attitudes towards the other. 
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• De- hyphenation has also been an instrument of realism for India allowing a deeper engagement 

with Israel. “This is a time to engage America, manage China, cultivate Europe, reassure Russia, 

bring Japan into play.” 

• Ronak Desai points that India no longer sees the Palestine conflict in zero sum terms. Harsh pant 

finds that India’s engagements with West Asia have jettisoned the traditional balancing approach. 

India has deepened its cooperation with UAE and Saudi and includes reciprocal high profile visits. 

• Abraham Accords signed by Israel and key Arab states such as the UAE had opened up 

possibilities in connectivity, logistics, trade, technology, innovation and agriculture. West Asia is 

an example of the complex world that India operates in. 

• Relations between India and Israel improved rapidly post cold war. This became a strategic asset 

for both countries. The two countries then began cooperating in a range of areas, including 

cultural, political, economic and strategic fields.PM Vajpayee called Israel as a natural ally and 

Former PM Netanyahu described the relationship as “Marriage made in Heaven.”  

• However, relations improved after the end of Cold war. According to Harsh Pant, the most 

dramatic turn took place at the political-diplomatic level, with the coming to power in 2014 of 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi in India.  

• His unique stance towards Israel proves that leaders do make big difference in relations between 

countries. He became the first Indian Prime minister to have made an official visit to Israel in 2017. 

Furthermore, he dehyphenated Israeli and Palestinian issue by paying standalone visit to Israel. 

The two countries signed scores of agreements aimed at boosting cooperation between the two 

states in various fields,which reflects the complementary relationship between the two.  

• Israel supplied India with know-how in the agriculture and water fields, in which its expertise is so 

renowned that even Arab countries are willing to purchase its products via third parties. Israel also 

exported to India know-how in the fields of health, biotechnology and nanotechnology. 

Conclusion 

• As per Nirupama Subramanium, Modi went all out to woo Israel, playing to Hindutva’s natural 

affinity for Israel as a muscular state that gives no quarter to its “terrorist” enemies. With the 2020 

Abrahamic Accords that saw UAE, Bahrain, Sudan and Morocco normalising relations with Israel, 

and India’s own newly strengthened ties with the UAE and Saudi Arabia, New Delhi is now more 

confident about its key relationships in West Asia than at any other time. 

 

b) Discuss the consequences of illegal cross-border migration in India’s north – eastern region. 15 

• The issue of illegal immigrants of North East and the protests against legal measures to both 

legitimize (Citizenship Bill) and delegitimize (NRC) them is a major challenge in India polity. 

Starting from the British rule till now, the menace of illegal cross-border migration in NER of India 

has not cease to operate. Its consequences have far reaching effects. 
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Consequences of illegal cross-border migration in India’s north – eastern region 

• During and after the colonial rule, there was a large-scale influx of Bengali-speaking people, 

followed by Nepalese and the tribal people from central India. 

• The introduction of Inner Line Regulation in 1873 and the declaration of most of the hill areas as 

“Excluded Areas” under the provision of Government of India Act of 1935, isolated the tribal 

communities from social, political and economic developments taking place elsewhere and further 

curbed the flexible and fluid social tribal settings that existed in the pre-colonial era, allowing inter-

mingling of diverse streams of people. 

• During partition, the majority of East Bengali refugees settled in the city of Kolkata (Calcutta) and 

various other towns and rural areas of West Bengal.  

• Unlike the case of Partition in Western India the partition in eastern India is a long drawn out one. 

There was no complete transfer of population as in Western India and there were no refugee 

properties to be occupied by the inbound migrants as in Punjab.  

• The migrant population saw a continuous flow over the next decades with the rise of communal 

violence in East Pakistan.   

• Another major influx into India came in 1971 during the Bangladesh Liberation War, when Hindu 

refugees escaped systematic mass killings, rapes, lootings and arson. 

• It is estimated that around 10 million East Bengali refugees entered India during the early months 

of the war, of which 1.5 million may have stayed back after Bangladesh became independent.  

• These refugees remain in India and became the citizens of India and never went back to 

independent Bangladesh due to economic, fear of insecurity for being a minority there. 

Social Consequences  

• Crisis of identity: The influx of immigrants created a crisis of identity among the indigenous 

populations. Their cultural survival was in jeopardy, their political control was weakened and their 

employment opportunities were undermined by such illegal migration. 

• Environmental degradation: Large areas of forest land were encroached upon by the immigrants 

for settlement and cultivation. The state of Assam experienced declining percent of land area under 

forest from 39% in 1951-52 to about 30% now. 

• Difficult to identify the illegal migrants: Due to the similar language spoken by illegal migrants 

from Bangladesh and the indigenous Bengali speaking Muslim of Assam, it becomes difficult to 

identify and deport the illegal migration from North East. 
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Economic consequences 

• Increase financial burden: Immigration has increased pressure on the part of state government, as 

the government has to increase the expenditure on education and health facilities to the 

immigrants. 

• Displacing native workers: There is a fear particularly during a recession that immigrants take 

jobs which would otherwise be taken by local people; in particular place and circumstances there 

can be competition and conflict. 

• Decreases wage level with the increase of population: Illegal immigrants in every year have been 

adding a good number of people. It is one of the main reasons of population explosion. Due to this 

there is a possibility of decreasing wage level. 

Political consequences 

• Illegal voters: Most of the Bangladeshi immigrants have got their names enlisted in the voting list 

illegally, thereby claiming themselves as citizens of the state. The immigrant’s population act as a 

vote bank for the political parties in Assam. 

• Issue of terrorism: Pakistan’s ISI has been active in Bangladesh supporting militant movements in 

North East. It is alleged that among the illegal migrants there are also militants, who enter into 

India to carry out the terrorist activities. 

• Movement against outsiders: The large scale migration into the northeast gave rise to a special 

kind of problem that pitted the ‘local’ communities against people who were seen as ‘outsiders’ or 

migrants. These latecomers, either from India or abroad, are seen as encroachers on scarce 

resources like land and potential competitors to employment opportunities and political power. 

This issue has taken political and sometimes violent form in many states of the northeast. The 

Assam movement from 1975 to 1985 is the best example of such movement against ‘outsiders’. 

• In the light of continuous migration from the various parts of India and Neighboring countries the 

demography of North East is continuously changing. In this context the paranoia of a demographic 

invasion and the realities of Vote bank politics is leading to numerous protests. The legal changes 

by the provisions of The Citizenship (Amendment) Bill 2016 and the National Registry of Citizens 

is causing a new level of anxiety and fear both among the indigenous population and the 

migrants.              
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c) Discuss India’s vision of a New World order in the 21st century. 15  

• The world order as a part of international relations emerged from treaty of Westphalia and 

continues today in more dynamic world. The world order has been witnessing a change in the 

polarity of power amongst nation states [polarity of power thesis]. 

• John Ikenberry had described the liberal world order as a hub and spoke model with the West at 

its centre. 

Position of Current World order 

• S. Jaishankar outlines following reasons for the world being in a flux because: 

o Rise of china 

o Uncertaninity of USA 

o Rise of Beijing consensus 

o Terrorism from governed spaces 

• Along with this India is strategically located where 5 Arcs intersect 

o Arc of growth and prosperity -S.E.asia and E.asia 

o Arc of instability-Pakistan and Afghanistan 

o Arc of energy-Persian-gulf 

o Arc of communication-Indian ocean region 

o Arc of uncertainty-Nepal/Tibet/xinijiang 

o The Western globalised order is today facing a serious crisis with the rise of China, Russia 

and India on the international stage [Farred Zakaria; decline of west and Rise of the rest] , 

and in the wake of several setbacks such as the Great Recession of 2008, trade wars initiated 

by Trump administration, unraveling of Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) and the Brexit 

vote. 

o In fact, Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov has announced a major shift in international 

system: “The Western, liberal model of society is dying, and a new world order (led by 

Russia, China and India) is taking its place.” 

India vision of world order 

• Amb.Shyam saran in his work How India Sees world mentioned that India has advocated for 

multipolarity since the ancient time from the idea of Jambudvipa Mandala. This view is against the 

Chinese world view Middle Kingdom. 
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• Thorsten Wojczewski highlights the elements of India’s vision. India expects the future world 

order to be polycentric. Its priorities are foreign policy autonomy, socio-economic development 

and the overcoming of political and economic discrimination in the world order. 

• C.Raja.Mohan divides Indian grand strategy into three concentric circles. In the first[Immediate 

neighbourhood],India has sought primacy and a veto. In the second [extended 

neighbourhood],India has sought to balance the influence of other powers. In the third [global 

stage], India has tried to take its place across as one of the great powers. 

• India’s vision of a new world order is based on establishing stable world order by balancing power 

and legitimacy. India believes that the contemporary world needs multipolar world order. The 

reason being challenges are global for example pandemic caused by covid-19, climate change and 

terrorism, and China-USA condominium possible in order to avoid Thucidydes Trap.  

• India has pursued a policy of building multiple alignments – the G20, BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, 

China and South Africa), Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic 

Cooperation (BIMSTEC), and the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO), even as it seeks a 

permanent seat at the UN Security Council. 

• While India has called for reforms of global institutions such as the UN, World Bank and IMF in 

order to make them more relevant and reflective of the 21st century political and economic 

realities, it has also played a key role in raising non-Western institutional alternatives, such as the 

New Development Bank (NDB) and the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB). 

• Thus, India seeks partnerships with all the relevant actors in the world, while avoiding overly close 

ties with big powers or blocs. It also believes in forging de-hyphenated relations among rival 

countries and strategic groupings, even in the most fraught and conflict-ridden regions of the 

world, such as West Asia. 

Way Forward 

• Under a new world order, India needs to develop a new paradigm for India foreign policy where 

India would not be mere balancer or swing state but leading state. It will be difficult for India as 

power is not given, but it is taken. A qualitative step ahead in this regard are the on-going of Act 

EAST, rise of QUAD, JAI, AAGC, foundational agreements with US, SAGR, and NSP in Indian 

Ocean, membership claim in NSG and UNSC. 

• Muchkund Dubey mentioned that world in very unjust, unequal, and unfair and it serves the 

interest of dominant powers. Hence, India must work to change status quo and establish a new 

world order that is democratic and rule-based. 

• Therefore, India’s vision of a new world order is based on multipolarity and multilateralism. Such 

a world order would help India to pursue its core national interests like Economic development, 

peace stability for all. Also, it fulfils the objective of sustainable development goal no 17, which 

calls for partnership and cooperation among nations. 
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