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Questions on Jainism





Q. The Jain philosophy holds that the world is created and 
maintained by (2011)

a) Universal Law
b) Universal Truth
c) Universal Faith
d) Universal Soul
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Q. With reference to the history of ancient India, which of 
the following was/were common to both Buddhism and 
Jainism? (2012)
1. Avoidance of extremities of penance and enjoyment.
2. Indifference to the authority of the Vedas.
3. Denial of efficacy of rituals.
Select the correct answer using the codes given below:

a) 1 only 
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3
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• Also asked in 1996



Q. Which of the following statements is/are applicable to 
Jain doctrine? (2013)
1. The surest way of annihilating Karma is to practice 

penance.
2. Every object, even the smallest particle has a soul.
3. Karma is the bane of the soul and must be ended.
Select the correct answer using the codes given below:

a) 1 only 
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3
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Q.) With reference to the religious history of India, consider 
the following statements:  (2017)

1) Sautrantika and Sammitiya were the sects of Jainism. 
2) Sarvastivadin held that the constituents of phenomena 

were not wholly momentary, but existed forever in a latent 
form. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2
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• Statement 1 is not correct: Sautrantika and Sammitya were 
the the sects of Buddhism. 

• Statement 2 is correct: Sarvastivadins (They who say "All 
is"), had the view that the constituents of phenomena 
(dharmas) were not wholly momentary, but existed forever 
in a latent form.



Q.) Which reference to the religious practices in India, the 
"Sthanakvasi" sect belongs to  (2018)

a) Buddhism 
b) Jainism 
c) Vaishnavism 
d) Shaivism 



Q.) Which reference to the religious practices in India, the 
"Sthanakvasi" sect belongs to 

a) Buddhism 

b) Jainism 
c) Vaishnavism 
d) Shaivism 



• Sthānakavāsī is a sect of Śvētāmbara Jainism founded by a 
merchant named Lavaji in 1653 AD. It believes that idol 
worship is not essential in the path of soul purification and 
attainment of Nirvana/Moksha. The sect is essentially a 
reformation of the one founded on teachings of Lonka, a 
fifteenth-century Jain reformer. Sthānakavāsins accept 
thirty-two of the Jain Agamas, the Śvētāmbara canon.



Questions on Buddhism





Q. Lord Buddha’s image is sometimes shown with the hand 
gesture called ‘Bhumisparsha Mudra’. It  symbolizes. (2012)

b) Buddha’s calling of the Earth to watch over Mara and to 
prevent Mara from disturbing his meditation.

c) Buddha’s calling of the Earth to witness his purity and 
chastity despite the temptations of Mara.

d) Buddha’s reminder to his followers that they all arise from 
the Earth and finally dissolve into the Earth, and thus this 
life is transitory.

e) Both the statements (a) and (b) are correct in this context.
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Q. Some Buddhist rock-cut caves are called Chaityas, while 
the others are called Viharas. What is the difference 
between the two? (2013)

a) Vihara is a place of worship, while Chaitya is the dwelling 
place of the monks

b) Chaitya is a place of worship, while Vihara is the dwelling 
place of the monks

c) Chaitya is the stupa at the far end of the cave, while 
Vihara is the hall axial to it

d) There is no material difference between the two
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Q. Which one of the following describes best the concept of 
Nirvana in Buddhism? (2013)

a) The extinction of the flame of desire
b) The complete annihilation of self
c) A state of bliss and rest
d) A mental stage beyond all comprehension



Q. Which one of the following describes best the concept of 
Nirvana in Buddhism?
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• Buddha did not define Nirvana, as a state possessing few 
characteristics. Buddhism defines Nirvana as being free 
from desire, pain, pleasure etc. It is like an extinction of 
flame



Q. Which of the following Kingdoms were associated with 
the life of the Buddha ? (2014) (2015)
1. Avanti 
2. Gandhara
3. Kosala 
4. Magadha
Select the correct answer using the code given below.

a) 1, 2 and 3 
b) 2 and 4
c) 3 and 4 only 
d) 1, 3 and 4
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Q. With reference to Buddhist history, tradition and culture 
in India, consider the following pairs: (2014)

Which of the above pairs given is/are correctly matched ?
a) 1 only 
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3

Famous Shrine Location
1. Tabo monastery and 

temple complex
Spiti Valley

2. Lhotsava Lhakhang Zanskar Valley
3. Alchi Temple Complex Ladakh



Q. With reference to Buddhist history, tradition and culture 
in India, consider the following pairs:

Which of the above pairs given is/are correctly matched ?
a) 1 only 
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3

Famous Shrine Location
1. Tabo monastery and 

temple complex
Spiti Valley
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• The village of Nako, at about 13,000 feet (3,900 m), in 
Kinnaur in Himachal Pradesh has an early temple complex. 
The main temple is called the Lhotsava Lakhang, or the 
temple of the great translator Rinchen Zangpo. Enclosed 
between the Greater Himalaya and the Zaskar, Nako is 
located at the east end of Kinnaur Valley.



Q.) With reference to the religious history of India, consider 
the following statements: (2016)

1) The concept of Bodhisattva is central to Hinayana sect of 
Buddhism. 

2) Bodhisattva is a compassionate one on his way to 
enlightenment. 

3) Bodhisattva delays achieving his own salvation to help all 
sentinent beings on their path to it. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 and 3 only 
c) 2 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3 
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• Bodhisattva in Buddhism is one who seeks awakening or 
enlightment. This concept is central to Mahayana sect of 
Buddhism. 

• In Mahayana Buddhism, bodhisattva refers to a human 
being committed to the attainment of enlightenment for the 
sake of others. A Bodhisattva may delay achieving his own 
salvation to help all sentinent beings on their path to it.



Q.) Which reference to Indian history, who among the 
following is a future Buddha, yet to come to save the world? 
(2018) 

a) Avalokiteshvara 
b) Lokesvara 
c) Maityera 
d) Padmapani
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• The universe of the Great Vehicle contains numerous 
Bodhisattvas, chief of whom, from the earthly point of view, 
is Avalokiteshwar ("The Lord who Looks Down"), also 
called Padmapani ("The Lotus-Bearer") also called 
Lokesvara in Sanskrit ( The Lord of the World). His special 
attribute is compassion, and his helping hand reaches even 
to Avici, the deepest and most unpleasant of the Buddhist 
purgatories. Another important Bodhisattva isManjusri, 
whose special activity is to stimulate the understanding, 
and who is depicted with a naked sword in one hand, to 
destroy error and falsehood, and a book in the other, 
describing the ten paramilas, or great spiritual perfections, 
which are the cardinal virtues developed by Bodhisattvas. 
Vajrapani, a sterner Bodhi¬ sattva, is the foe of sin and evil, 
and, like the god Indra, bears a thunderbolt in his hand. 



• The gentle Maitreya, the future Buddha, is worshipped as a 
Bodhisattva. Also worthy of mention is Ksitigarbha, the 
guardian of the purgatories, who is thought of not as a 
fierce torturer, but rather as the governor of a model prison, 
doing his best to make life tolerable for his charges, and 
helping them to earn remission of sentence.



Q.) Consider the following statements: (2019)

1) Deification of the Buddha 

2) Trading the path of Bodhisattvas 

3) Image worship and rituals 

Which of the above is/are the feature/features of Mahayana 
Buddhism? 

a) 1 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3
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• The emergence of Bodhisattva is central to Mahayana sect of 
Buddhism, which emerged during the fourth council of 
Buddhism held in 1st century A.D at Kashmir during the 
reign of Kanishka. Bodhisattvas were perceived as deeply 
compassionate beings who accumulated merit through their 
efforts but used this not to attain Nibbana and thereby 
abandon the world but to help others. The worship of 
images of the Buddha and Bodhisattvas became an 
important part of this tradition. Hence all the statements are 
correct.



Q.) With reference to the cultural history of India, which 
one of the following is the correct description of the term 
paramitas? (2020)

a) The earliest Dharmashastra texts written in aphoristic 
(sutra) style 

b) Philosophical schools that did not accept the authority of 
Vedas 

c) Perfections whose attainment led to the Bodhisattva path 
d) Powerful merchant guilds of early Medieval South India
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one of the following is the correct description of the term 
paramitas? 

a) The earliest Dharmashastra texts written in aphoristic 
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• The Fourth Noble Truth, the Noble Eightfold Path, gives 
what the Buddhist pilgrim (or practitioner) has to practice, 
and the path which he has to follow, to achieve 
Enlightenment and realize Nibbana. There is a parallel path 
which consists of perfecting certain qualities, which leads 
the pilgrim to becoming a Samma Sambuddha, a self 
Enlightened Universal Buddha. The qualities are called the 
Paramis (perfections) in the Southern traditions and the 
Paramitas in the Eastern and Northern traditions. The 
elements of the Noble Path and the Paramis are similar.

The ten Paramis are: 
• Generosity - giving help and benefit to other living beings 
• Morality - live an ethical life Renunciation - renounce 

worldly pleasures



• Wisdom - achieve a right understanding of life and the 
world

• Energy - persistent effort and not being discouraged by 
failures 

• Patience - patiently accept life’s ups and downs
• Truthfulness - honesty and truthfulness in all things
• Determination - unwavering determination to progress on 

the path
• Loving -kindness - show benevolence and compassion to all 

things
• Equanimity - develop a perfect mental equilibrium.



The ten Paramitas of the Eastern and Northern traditions 
are; 
• Generosity 
• Morality 
• Patience 
• Energy 
• Meditation 
• Wisdom 
• Skillful means 
• Resolution 
• Power 
• Knowledge



Despite slight differences in the wording, the two sets of 
qualities are similar.



Q.) With reference to the religious history of India, consider 
the following statements: (2020)

1) Sthaviravadins belong to Mahayana Buddhism.
2) Lokottaravadin sect was an offshoot of Mahasanghika sect 

of Buddhism. 
3) The deification of Buddha by Mahasanghikas fostered the 

Mahayana Buddhism. 
Which of the statements given above is/are Correct? 

a) 1 and 2 only 
b) 2 and 3 only 
c) 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3
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• The division of the Buddhist community in India in the first three 
centuries following the death of the Buddha in c. 483 BC. The first 
division in the Buddhist community occurred as a result of the 
second council, said to have been held 100 years after the 
Buddha’s death, at Vaisali (Bihar state) this Council was called to 
condemn certain practices of some monks which were contrary to 
the Vinaya or Monk’s Code of conduct., when the Acariyavadins 
(followers of the traditional teaching) split away from the 
Sthaviravadins (followers of the Way of the Elders) and formed 
their own school, known as the Mahasanghikas.

• These Sthaviravadins followed a realist line, stating that all 
phenomena exist and are unstable compounds of elements. They 
taught that it is necessary for all humans to strive for Arahantship 
or release from the constant round of rebirth (Samsara). They 
taught that Buddhas are men - pure and simple, rejecting any 
notion of their being transcendental. The other group, which 
were in the majority, were known as the Mahasanghikas.



• Like the Sthaviravadins, they accepted the fundamental 
doctrines as taught by the Buddha, such as: the Four Noble 
Truths, the Noble Eightfold Path etc but they differed in 
believing that Buddhas are supramundane and 
transcendental. They also believed that the original nature 
of the mind is pure and that it is contaminated when it is 
stained by passions and defilements. It was from the 
Mahasanghikas that the Mahayana was to evolve. Hence 
statement 1 is not correct.

• They differed or came to differ significantly from the 
Sthaviravada in how they understood the nature of the 
Buddha, and they are the first to attribute divinity to him 
and represent him in anthropomorphic form in statuary, 
setting a precedent which has continued to the present day. 
Hence statement 3 is correct.



• Further subdivisions of the Mahasanghikas over the next 
seven centuries included sect of Lokottarvadin whose 
philosophy was based on the concept of Lokottara Buddha 
or Supernatural Buddha., the Ekavyavaharikas, and the 
Kaukkutikas. Hence statement 2 is correct.



Q.) With reference to the history of India, consider the 
following pairs: 
   Famous Place : Present State 

1) Bhilsa : Madhya Pradesh 
2) Dwarasamudra : Maharashtra 
3) Girinagar : Gujarat 
4) Sthanesvara : Uttar Pradesh 
Which of the pairs given above are correctly matched? 

a) 1 and 3 only 
b) 1 and 4 only 
c) 2 and 3 only 
d) 2 and 4 only



Q.) With reference to the history of India, consider the 
following pairs: (2020)
   Famous Place : Present State 

1) Bhilsa : Madhya Pradesh 
2) Dwarasamudra : Maharashtra 
3) Girinagar : Gujarat 
4) Sthanesvara : Uttar Pradesh 
Which of the pairs given above are correctly matched? 

a) 1 and 3 only 
b) 1 and 4 only 
c) 2 and 3 only 
d) 2 and 4 only



• Vidhisha is an ancient city in Madhya Pradesh state 
in India. It is also the administrative capital of the 
district with the same name. It was known as 
Besnagar in ancient times. Vidhisha city was 
known as Bhelsa during the Medieval period.

• Heliodorus Pillar It is a 20 feet and 7 inches tall stone 
column, believed to be erected by the Greek 
ambassador of King Antialcidas, the Indo -Greek 
King of ancient times. It is located on the northern 
banks of River Vais. The inscriptions on this stone 
pillar tells us that it was built to pay homage to 
Lord Vishnu. Emperor Ashoka the Great of Maurya 
Dynasty, served as the governor of Vidisha during 
his father’s regime. 



• Shunga dynasty was established by Pushyamitra 
Shunga, after the fall of the Maurya Empire. Its 
capital was Pataliputra, but later emperors such as 
Bhagabhadra also held court at Besnagar (modern 
Vidisha) in eastern Malwa.

• The Hoysala empire ruled a large part of modern day 
Karnataka and parts of Andhra Pradesh and Tamil 
Nadu from the 10th to the 14th century. Hoysalas 
had their capital at Dwarasamudra, the modern 
Halebidu in Belur Taluk. Girinar is one of the most 
ancient 22th jain Tirthankar lord Neminath prabhu 
kshetras in India. Lord Neminath performed 
penance and salvation at the top of the hill. People 
have to climb 10,000 (ten thousand) steps to have 
lord neminath paduka darshan.[1]



• The group temples of Jainism are situated on the Mount 
Girnar situated near Junagadh in Junagadh district, Gujarat, 
India. There temples are sacred to the Digambara and the 
Svetambara branches of Jainism. Girnar, also known as 
Girinagar ('city -on -the - hill') or Revatak Parvata, is a 
group of mountains in the Junagadh District of Gujarat, 
India. 

• Thanesar (sometimes called Thaneswar and, 
archaically, Sthanishvara) is a historic town and an 
important Hindu pilgrimage centre on the banks of 
the Saraswati River in the state of Haryana in 
northern India. Prabhakarvardhana was a ruler of 
Thanesar in the early seventh - century CE and was 
succeeded by his sons, Rajyavardhana and 
Harshavardhana.



Q.) With reference to the cultural history of India, consider 
the following pairs: 

1) Parivrajaka Renunciant and Wanderer
2) Shramana : Priest with a high status 
3) Upasaka : Lay follower of Buddhism 
Which of the pairs given above are correctly matched? 

a) 1 and 2 only 
b) 1 and 3 only 
c) 2 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3 



Q.) With reference to the cultural history of India, consider 
the following pairs: (2020)

1) Parivrajaka Renunciant and Wanderer
2) Shramana : Priest with a high status 
3) Upasaka : Lay follower of Buddhism 
Which of the pairs given above are correctly matched? 

a) 1 and 2 only 
b) 1 and 3 only 
c) 2 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3 



• The word Parivrajaka means "roaming ascetic". A wandering 
religious mendicant. Although this term occurs in the early 
Brahmanic tradition of the Upani ṣads, it is also applicable to 
Buddhist and Jain monks, as well as to Hindu sa ṃnyāsins. 
The Pāli equivalent is paribbājaka.

• Vedic Brahmanism - drawing its identity from the Vedic 
corpus - was a religious form associated with socially 
dominant groups, supporting practices and beliefs that could 
be seen as an orthodoxy, there have been movements that 
have distanced themselves in various ways from Vedic 
Brahmanism. The Shramana group - Buddhism, Jainism and 
various 'heterodox' sects - is one such well -established group. 
shramanas did not regard the brahmans as being of the 
highest status. The shramanas included a variety of ascetics, 
as well as the monks and lay followers of various sects - 
Buddhist, Jaina, Ajivika and others.



• Monks renounced social obligations to take on an 
alternative life when they joined the Order. They lived as 
equal members of the Order, denying caste distinctions. But 
they lived in monasteries near villages and towns so that 
they could draw on the support of the lay community, 
namely, those who were Buddhists or Jainas but were not 
initiated into renunciatory groups. Lay followers were 
referred to as upasaka and upasika.



Questions on Indian National Struggle 
under Gandhiji



Q. The tendency for increased litigation was visible after 
the introduction of the land settlement system of Lord 
Cornwallis in 1793. The reason for this is normally traced to 
which of the following provisions? (2011)

a) Making Zamindar’s position stronger vis-à-vis the ryot
b) Making East India Company an overlord of Zamindars.
c) Making judicial system more efficient
d) None of the (a), (b) and (c) above
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b) Making East India Company an overlord of Zamindars.
c) Making judicial system more efficient
d) None of the (a), (b) and (c) above



Q. With reference to Ryotwari Settlement, consider the 
following statements: (2012)
1. The rent was paid directly by the peasants to the 

Government.
2. The government gave Pattas to the Ryots. 
3. The lands were surveyed and assesses before being taxed.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) 1 only 
b) 1 and 2 only
c) 1, 2 and 3 
d) None
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2. The government gave Pattas to the Ryots. 
3. The lands were surveyed and assesses before being taxed.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) 1 only 
b) 1 and 2 only
c) 1, 2 and 3 
d) None



Q. Consider the following: (2012)
1. Assessment of land revenue on the basis of nature of the 
soil and the quality of crops.
2. Use of mobile cannons in warfare.
3. Cultivation of tobacco and red chillies.
Which of the above was/were introduced into India by the 
English?

a) 1 only 
b) 1 and 2
c) 2 and 3 
d) None
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Q. Which one of the following observations is not true 
about the Quit India Movement of 1942? (2011)

a) It was a non-violent movement
b) It was led by Mahatma Gandhi
c) It was a spontaneous movement
d) It did not attract the labour class in general
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about the Quit India Movement of 1942?

a) It was a non-violent movement
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c) It was a spontaneous movement
d) It did not attract the labour class in general



Q. What was the reason for Mahatma Gandhi to organize a 
satyagraha on behalf of the peasants of Kheda? (2011)
1. The Administration did not suspend the land revenue 

collection in spite of a drought
2. The Administration proposed to introduce Permanent 

Settlement in Gujarat.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
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satyagraha on behalf of the peasants of Kheda?
1. The Administration did not suspend the land revenue 

collection in spite of a drought
2. The Administration proposed to introduce Permanent 

Settlement in Gujarat.
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Q. With reference to Indian freedom struggle, Usha Mehta 
is well-known for (2011)

a) Running the secret Congress Radio in the wake of Quit 
India Movement

b) Participating in the second round Table Conference
c) Leading a contingent of Indian National Army
d) Assisting in the formation of Interim Government under 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru
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c) Leading a contingent of Indian National Army
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Q. With reference to the period of Indian freedom struggle, 
which of the following was/were recommended by the 
Nehru report? (2011)
1. Complete Independence for India.
2. Joint electorates for reservation of seats for minorities
3. Provision of fundamental right for the people of India in 

the constitution.
Select the correct answer using the codes given below:

a) 1 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3
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Q. The Congress ministries resigned in the seven provinces 
in 1939, because: (2012)

a) The Congress could not form ministries in the other four 
provinces.

b) Emergence of a ‘left wing’ in the Congress made the 
working of the ministries impossible.

c) There were widespread communal disturbances in their 
provinces.

d) None of the statements (a), (b) and (c) given above is 
correct



Q. The Congress ministries resigned in the seven provinces 
in 1939, because:

a) The Congress could not form ministries in the other four 
provinces.

b) Emergence of a ‘left wing’ in the Congress made the 
working of the ministries impossible.

c) There were widespread communal disturbances in their 
provinces.

d) None of the statements (a), (b) and (c) given above is 
correct



Q. Which of the following parties were established by Dr. 
B.R. Ambedkar? (2012)
1. The Peasants and Workers Party of India.
2. All India Scheduled Castes Federation.
3. The Independent Labour Party.
Select the correct answer using the codes given below:

a) 1 and 2 only 
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3



Q. Which of the following parties were established by Dr. 
B.R. Ambedkar?
1. The Peasants and Workers Party of India.
2. All India Scheduled Castes Federation.
3. The Independent Labour Party.
Select the correct answer using the codes given below:

a) 1 and 2 only 
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3



Q. Mahatma Gandhi underlook fast unto death in 1932, 
mainly because (2012)

a) Round Table Conference failed to satisfy Indian political 
aspirations.

b) Congress and Muslim League had differences of opinion.
c) Ramsay Macdonald announced the Communal Award.
d) None of the statements (a), (b) and (c) given above is 

correct in this context
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Q. The Rowlatt Act aimed at (2012)
a) Compulsory economic support to war efforts
b) Imprisonment without trial and summary procedures for 

trial
c) Suppression of the Khilafat Movement.
d) Imposition of restrictions on freedom of the press.
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Q. The Lahore Session of the Indian National Congress 
(1929) is very important in history, because (2012)
1. The Congress passed a resolution demanding complete 

independence.
2. The rift between the extremists and moderates was 

resolved in that Session.
3. A resolution was passed rejecting the two-nation theory in 

that Session
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) 1 only
b) 2 and 3
c) 1 and 3 
d) None of the above
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Q. Annie Besant was (2013)

1. Responsible for starting the Home Rule Movement
2. The founder of the Theosophical Society
3. Once the President of the Indian National Congress
Select the correct statement/statements using the codes 
given below.

a) 1 only 
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3
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1. Responsible for starting the Home Rule Movement
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3. Once the President of the Indian National Congress
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• Annie Besant was the 1st women President of INC in 1917 
Calcutta Session. Madam Blavatsky and Henry Steel Olcott 
founded Theosophical Society.



Q. Quit India Movement was launched in response to (2013)
a) Cabinet Mission Plan
b) Cripps Proposals
c) Simon Commission Report
d) Wavell Plan
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• The Cripps Mission Proposal , which included terms like 
establishment of Dominion, establishment of a Constituent 
Assembly and right of the Provinces to make separate 
constitutions, These would be, however, granted after the 
cessation of the Second World War,So fail to satisfy Indian 
Nationalists. According to the Congress this Declaration 
only offered India a promise that was to be fulfilled in the 
future.

• Commenting on this Gandhi said; "It is a post dated cheque 
on a crashing bank and in CWC meeting at wardha july 
1942 accepted the idea of Struggle



Q. The 1929 Session of Indian National Congress is on 
significance in the history of the Freedom Movement 
because the (2014)

a) attainment of Self-Government was declared as the 
objective of the Congress.

b) Attainment of Poorna Swaraj was adopted as the goal of 
the Congress.

c) Non-Cooperation Movement was launched.
d) Decision to participate in the Round Table Conference in 

London was taken.
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Q. The Radcliffe Committee was appointed to (2014)
a) solve the problem of minorities in India
b) given effect to the Independence Bill
c) delimit the boundaries between India and Pakistan 
d) enquire into the riots in East Bengal.
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Q. Who of the following organized a march on the Tanjore 
coast to break the Salt Law in April 1930? 

a) V.O. Chidambaram Pillai 

b) C. Rajagopalachari 

c) K. Kamaraj 

d) Annie Besant 



Q. Who of the following organized a march on the Tanjore 
coast to break the Salt Law in April 1930? (2015)

a) V.O. Chidambaram Pillai 

b) C. Rajagopalachari 

c) K. Kamaraj 

d) Annie Besant 



• C. Rajagopalachari led Salt Disobedience march from 
Tiruchirapall to Vedaranniyam ( off Tanjore coast).



Q. Consider the following statements : (2015)

1) The first woman President of the Indian National 
Congress was Sarojini Naidu. 

2) The first Muslim President of the Indian National 
Congress was Badruddin Tyabji. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?

a) 1 only               

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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Congress was Sarojini Naidu. 
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Congress was Badruddin Tyabji. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?

a) 1 only               
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• Sarojini Naidu was first Indian woman president while 
Annie Besant was first woman president.





10. With reference to the Cabinet Mission, which of the 
following statements is/are correct?  (2015)

1) It recommended a federal government. 
2) It enlarged the powers of the Indian courts. 
3) It provided for more Indians in the ICS. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below:

a) 1 only 

b) 2 and 3 

c) 1 and 3 

d) None 



10. With reference to the Cabinet Mission, which of the 
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1) It recommended a federal government. 
2) It enlarged the powers of the Indian courts. 
3) It provided for more Indians in the ICS. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
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• The Cabinet Mission recommended a loose three-tier 
confederation. India was to remain united.

• It was to have a weak central government controlling only 
foreign affairs, defence and communications with the 
existing provincial assemblies being grouped into three 
sections while electing the constituent assembly:

• Section A for the Hindu majority provinces, and 

• Sections B and C for the existing provincial of the 
north-west and the north-east (including Assam) 
respectively. The sections or groups of provinces would 
comprise various regional units. They would have the 
power to set up intermediate-level executives and 
legislatures of their own. 



11. With reference to Indian history, which of the following 
is/are the essential element/ elements of the feudal system? 
(2015)

1) A very strong centralized political authority a very weak 
provincial or local political authority 

2) Emergence of administrative structure based on control and 
possession of land 

3) Creation of lord-vassal relationship between the feudal lord 
and his overlord

Select the correct answer using the code given below:
a) 1 and 2 only 
b) 2 and 3 only 
c) 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3  
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is/are the essential element/ elements of the feudal system?

1) A very strong centralized political authority a very weak 
provincial or local political authority 

2) Emergence of administrative structure based on control 
and possession of land 

3) Creation of lord-vassal relationship between the feudal 
lord and his overlord

Select the correct answer using the code given below:
a) 1 and 2 only 
b) 2 and 3 only 
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• Authority of the centre diminished as local/feudal powers 
emerged.



12. Which one of the following movements has contributed 
to a split in the Indian National Congress resulting in the 
emergence of 'moderates' and 'extremists'?  (2015)

a) Swadeshi Movement 

b) Quit India Movement 

c) Non-Cooperation Movement 
d) Civil Disobedience Movement 



12. Which one of the following movements has contributed 
to a split in the Indian National Congress resulting in the 
emergence of 'moderates' and 'extremists'?  (2015)

a) Swadeshi Movement 

b) Quit India Movement 

c) Non-Cooperation Movement 
d) Civil Disobedience Movement 



• Surat split of 1907 was the result of differences from bengal 
partition protest strategy.



Q.) The ‘Swadeshi’ and ‘Boycott’ were adopted as methods 
of struggle for the first time during the (2016)

a) agitation against the Partition of Bengal 
b) Home Rule Movement 
c) Non-Cooperation Movement 
d) visit of the Simon Commission to India 



Q.) The ‘Swadeshi’ and ‘Boycott’ were adopted as methods 
of struggle for the first time during the 

a) agitation against the Partition of Bengal 
b) Home Rule Movement 
c) Non-Cooperation Movement 
d) visit of the Simon Commission to India 



• The Swadeshi and Boycott were adopted as methods of 
struggle for the first time during the agitation against the 
Partition of Bengal in Swadeshi movement.



Q.) The Montague-Chelmsford Proposals were 
related to (2016)

a) social reforms 
b) educational reforms 
c) reforms in police administration 
d) constitutional reforms 



Q.) The Montague-Chelmsford Proposals were 
related to 

a) social reforms 
b) educational reforms 
c) reforms in police administration 
d) constitutional reforms 



On 20th August, 1917 Lord Montague, the Secretary of State 
for India, made the following declaration in British 
Parliament: 
• “ The Policy of His Majesty’s government… is that of 

increasing association of Indians in every branch of 
administration, and the gradual development of 
self-governing institutions, with a view to the progressive 
realization of responsible government in India as an integral 
part of the British empire. 

• Importance of Montagu's Statement- From now onwards, 
the demand by nationalists for self-government or Home 
Rule could not be termed as seditious since attainment of 
self-government for Indians now became a government 
policy, unlike Morley's statement in 1909 that the reforms 
were not intended to give self-government to India.



Q.) Consider the following:  (2016)
1) Calcutta Unitarian Committee 
2) Tabernacle of New Dispensation 
3) Indian Reform Association 
Keshab Chandra Sen is associated with the establishment of 
which of the above? 

a) 1 and 3 only 
b) 2 and 3 only 
c) 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3
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• Raja Ram Mohan Roy along with Dwarka Nath Tagore and 
William Adam established Calcutta Unitarian committee 
and 1823. 

• Keshubh Chandra was not associated with it. 
• On 24th January 1868, Keshub laid the foundation stone of 

his new church, the Brahmo Samaj of India Tabernacle of 
New Dispensation and the newly constructed chapel was 
consecrated on 22nd August 1869. 



Q.) What was the main reason for the split in the Indian 
National Congress at Surat in 1907?  (2016)

a) Introduction of communalism into Indian politics b Lord 
Minto.

b) Extremists’ lack of faith in the capacity of the moderates to 
negotiate with the British Government. 

c) Foundation of Muslim League.
d) Aurobindo Ghosh’s inability to the elected as the President 

of the Indian National Congress.



Q.) What was the main reason for the split in the Indian 
National Congress at Surat in 1907? 

a) Introduction of communalism into Indian politics b Lord 
Minto.

b) Extremists’ lack of faith in the capacity of the moderates 
to negotiate with the British Government. 

c) Foundation of Muslim League.
d) Aurobindo Ghosh’s inability to the elected as the President 

of the Indian National Congress.



• Surat Split refers to the splitting of the Congress party into 
'Moderates' and 'Extremists' after a clash at the session. 

• The extremists were led by Lokmanya Tilak, Lajpat Rai and 
Sri Aurobindo and the moderates were led by Gopal 
Krishna Gokhale, Pherozeshah Mehta and Surendranath 
Banerjee. 

• The divided Congress re-united in the crucial Lucknow 
session of congress in 1916.



Q.) The plan of Sir Stafford Cripps envisaged that after the 
Second World War  (2016)

a) India should be granted complete independence 
b) India should be partitioned into two before granting 

independence 
c) India should be made a republic with the condition that 

she will join the Commonwealth 
d) India should be given Dominion status



Q.) The plan of Sir Stafford Cripps envisaged that after the 
Second World War 

a) India should be granted complete independence 
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• Cripps Mission was sent to India under the president ship of 
Stafford Cripps in march 1942. 

• The intention was to get Indian support for Britishers in the 
ongoing World War II.

It proposed
• An Indian Dominion that will be free to decide its relations 

with the commonwealth and United Nations A constituent 
assembly to be convened to frame a new constitution. Any 
province not willing to join the Union could have a separate 
constitution and form a separate.

• Other points in the proposal were- Acceptance of Indian 
constitution by British government would be subject to 
condition that any province would have the right to have 
separate union and a treaty to be negotiated to effect the 
power transfer to safeguard racial and religious minorities 
Defense of India to remain in British hands



Q.) In the context of Indian history, the principle of 
‘Dyarchy (diarchy)’ refers to  (2017)

a) Division of the central legislature into two houses. 
b) Introductions of double government i.e., Central and 

Statement governments. 
c) Having two sets of rulers; one in London and another in 

Delhi. 
d) Division of the subjects delegated to the provinces into two 

categories. 



Q.) In the context of Indian history, the principle of 
‘Dyarchy (diarchy)’ refers to 

a) Division of the central legislature into two houses. 
b) Introductions of double government i.e., Central and 

Statement governments. 
c) Having two sets of rulers; one in London and another in 

Delhi. 
d) Division of the subjects delegated to the provinces into 

two categories. 



• The Government of India Act of 1919 was enacted to satisfy 
the people of India to some extent. The salient features of the 
Act were as follows : 

• Preamble: The Act provided for a Preamble that 
laid down the basic principles and policies upon 
which it was based. According to it the policy of 
the British Parliament was 
• to provide for the increasing association of Indians in 

every branch of Indian administration, 
• to develop self governing institutions with a view to 

the progressive realisation of responsible government 
in British India as an integral part of the empire; 

• accordingly, the Preamble suggested for a 
decentralised unitary form of government. 



• The Act divided the functions of government in two 
categories: central and provincial. The provincial subjects 
were further subdivided into transferred and reserved. 
Thus, in the provinces a new form of government, dyarchy, 
was introduced. Dyarchy means dual set of governments, 
e.g. accountable and nonaccountable. In the transferred 
subjects the Governors were to be assisted by the ministers 
responsible to the legislature while in the reserved subjects 
the Governors were to be advised by the councillors who 
were not accountable to the legislature.



Q.) With reference to Indian freedom struggle, consider the 
following events:  (2017)

1) Mutiny in Royal Indian Navy 
2) Quit Indian Movement launched 
3) Second Round Table Conference 
What is the correct chronological sequence of the above 
events? 

a) 1-2-3 
b) 2-1-3 
c) 3-2-1 
d) 3-1-2



Q.) With reference to Indian freedom struggle, consider the 
following events: 

1) Mutiny in Royal Indian Navy 
2) Quit Indian Movement launched 
3) Second Round Table Conference 
What is the correct chronological sequence of the above 
events? 

a) 1-2-3 
b) 2-1-3 
c) 3-2-1 
d) 3-1-2



• Second Round Table Conference took place on 7th 
September 1931. 

• The Quit India Movement, also known as the August 
Movement was a Civil Disobedience Movement launched 
by Gandhi JI on 8th August 1942. 

• Royal Indian Navy (RIN) mutiny was a rebellion launched 
on February 18, 1946, by seamen on the HMIS Talwar. 
Hence correct chronological sequence of the above events 
are 3-2-1



Q.) The object of the Butler Committee of 1927 was to  
(2017)

a) Define the jurisdiction of the Central and Provincial 
Governments. 

b) Define the powers of the Secretary of State for India. 
c) Impose censorship on national press. 
d) Improve the relationship between the Government of India 

and the Indian States.



Q.) The object of the Butler Committee of 1927 was to 
a) Define the jurisdiction of the Central and Provincial 

Governments. 
b) Define the powers of the Secretary of State for India. 
c) Impose censorship on national press. 
d) Improve the relationship between the Government of 

India and the Indian States.



• The Report of the Butler Committee on the relations 
between the Indian States and British India . The Committee 
advise that the Viceroy (instead of the Governor-General in 
Council) should represent the Crown in all dealings with 
the States. This proposed change is comparable with the 
new Imperial arrangement by which the Governor-General 
of a Dominion is High Commissioner for the Dominion's 
Protectorates. 

• The Committee sympathize with the fear of the Native 
Princes that their States might pass without their consent 
under a new Government in British India responsible to an 
Indian Legislature, and they plainly express the opinion that 
no such transference should be made without the consent of 
the Princes.



Q.) Consider the following pairs: (2017)
1) Radhakanta Deb – First President of the British Indian 

Association.
2) Gazulu Lakshminarasu Chetty – Founder of the Madras 

Mahajana Sabha.
3) Surendranath Banerjee – Founder of the Indian 

Association.
Which of the above pairs is/are correctly matched? 

a) 1 only 
b) 1 and 3 only 
c) 2 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3



Q.) Consider the following pairs: 
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2) Gazulu Lakshminarasu Chetty – Founder of the Madras 

Mahajana Sabha.
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The British Indian Association was established on 31 October 
1851. The first committee of the association was composed of: 
• Raja Radhakanta Deb – President, Raja Kalikrishna Deb – 

Vice-President, Debendranath Tagore – secretary, Digambar 
Mitra – Asst Secretary. In May 1884, M. 
Veeraraghavachariar, G. Subramania Iyer and P. 
Anandacharlu established the Madras Mahajana Sabha. 

• Gazulu Lakshminarasu Chetty was an Indian merchant, 
Indian independence activist and political activist who 
founded the Madras Native Association.

• Indian Association was the first declared Nationalist 
Organization founded in British India by Surendranath 
Banerjee and Anand Mohan Bose in 1876.



Q.) Who among the following was/were associated with the 
introduction of Ryotwari Settlement in India during the 
British Rule?  (2017)

1) Lord Cornwallis 
2) Alexander Read 
3) Thomas Munro 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1 only 
b) 1 and 3 only 
c) 2 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3 
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introduction of Ryotwari Settlement in India during the 
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• In the British territories in the south there was a similar 
move away from the idea of Permanent Settlement. The 
new system that was devised came to be known as the 
ryotwar (or ryotwari ). 

• It was tried on a small scale by Captain Alexander Reed in 
some of the areas that were taken over by the Company 
after the wars with Tipu Sultan. 

• Subsequently developed by Thomas Munro, this system 
was gradually extended all over south India. Lord 
Cornwallis was asscoiated with Zamindari/ Permanent 
Settlement



Q.) The Trade Disputes Act of 1929 provided for (2017)
a)  the participation of workers in the management of 

industries. 
b) arbitrary powers to the management to quell industrial 

disputes. 
c) an intervention by the British Court in the event of a trade 

dispute. 
d) a system of tribunals and a ban on strikes.
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• Trade Disputes Act (TDA), 1929 made compulsory the 
appointment of Courts of Inquiry and Consultation Boards 
for settling industrial disputes;

• made illegal the strikes in public utility services like posts, 
railways, water and electricity, unless each individual 
worker planning to go on strike gave an advance notice of 
one month to the administration; 

• forbade trade union activity of coercive or purely political 
nature and even sympathetic strikes.



Q.) Consider the following statements: (2017)
1) The Factories Act, 1881 was passed with a view to fix the 

wages of industrial workers and to allow the workers to 
form trade unions. 

2) N. M. Lokhande was a pioneer in organizing the labour 
movement in British India. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2



Q.) Consider the following statements:
1) The Factories Act, 1881 was passed with a view to fix the 

wages of industrial workers and to allow the workers to 
form trade unions. 

2) N. M. Lokhande was a pioneer in organizing the labour 
movement in British India. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2



• To improve the lot of the factory workers in towns, he passed 
the first Factory Act in 1881. The Act prohibited the 
employment of children under the age of seven, limited the 
number of working hours for children below the age of twelve 
and required that dangerous machinery should be fenced 
properly.

• The Act also made provision for one hour rest during the 
working period and four days leave in a month for the 
workers. Inspectors were appointed to supervise the 
implementation of these measures. Hence there is no provision 
for fixed wage and formation of trade unions.

• Narayan Meghaji Lokhande was a pioneer of the labour 
movement in India. He is remembered not only for 
ameliorating the working conditions of textile mill-hands in 
the 19th century but also for his courageous initiatives on caste 
and communal issues.



Q.) He wrote biographies of Mazzini, Garibaldi, Shivaji 
and Shrikrishna; stayed in America for some time; and was 
also elected to the Central Assembly. He was (2018)

a) Aurobindo Ghosh 
b) Bipin Chandra Pal 
c) Lala Lajpat Rai 
d) Motilal Nehru



Q.) He wrote biographies of Mazzini, Garibaldi, Shivaji 
and Shrikrishna; stayed in America for some time; and was 
also elected to the Central Assembly. He was 

a) Aurobindo Ghosh 
b) Bipin Chandra Pal 
c) Lala Lajpat Rai 
d) Motilal Nehru



• Lala Lajpat Rai was gifted with a perceptive mind, he was a 
prolific writer and authored several works like – “Unhappy 
India”, “Young India: An Interpretation”, “History of Arya 
Samaj”, “England’s Debt to India” and a series of popular 
biographies His biographies of Mazzini, Garibaldi and. 
Shivaji were published in 1896 and those of Dayanand and. 
Shri Krishna in 1898. His purpose in selecting Mazzini and 
Garibladi was to infuse patriotic sentiment in the youth of 
Punjab, who had no access to books in English. He wanted 
his countrymen to become acquainted with the teachings of 
Italian leaders who had so impressed his own mind. He had 
seen the points of similarity between the problems of India 
and those the Italian leaders had to face.



• Lala Lajpat Rai travelled to the US in 1907. He toured Sikh 
communities along the West Coast in the USA and noted 
sociological similarities between the notion of 'color-caste' 
there and within castes in India. 

• He joined Swaraj Party in 1926 and was elected its Deputy 
Leader in the Central Legislative Assembly. He later 
resigned from the Swaraj Party in August 1926.



Q.) Regarding Wood's Dispatch, which of the following 
statements are true? (2018)

1) Grants-in-Aid system was introduced. 
2) Establishment of universities was recommended. 
3) English as a medium of instruction at all levels of 

education was recommended. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1 and 2 only 
b) 2 and 3 only 
c) 1 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3 
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• In 1854, Charles Wood prepared a despatch on an 
educational system for India. Considered the "Magna Carta 
of English Education in. India", this document was the first 
comprehensive plan for the spread of education in India.

• It asked the Government of India to assume responsibility 
for education of the masses, thus repudiating the 
'downward filtration theory', at least on paper. 

• It systematised the hierarchy from vernacular primary 
schools in villages at bottom, followed by Anglo 
-Vernacular High Schools and an affiliated college at the 
district level, and affiliating universities in the presidency 
towns of Calcutta, Bombay and Madras.



Statement 3 is not correct. 
• It recommended English as the medium of instruction for 

higher studies and vernaculars at school level. 
• It laid stress on female and vocational, education, and on 

teachers' training.
• It laid down that the education imparted in government 

institutions should be secular.
Statement 1 is correct. 
• It recommended a system of grants - in -aid to encourage 

private enterprise. 



Statement 2 is correct. The Despatch recommended the 
establishment of universities in the three Presidency towns of 
Calcutta, Bombay and Madras. The universities were to be 
modeled after the London University and these were to have 
a senate comprising of a Chancellor, a Vice -Chancellor, and 
fellows who were nominated by the Government. The 
Universities would confer degrees to the successful 
candidates after passing the examinations, (of Science or Arts 
Streams) conducted by the Senate. The universities were to 
organize departments not only of English but also of Arabic, 
Sanskrit and Persian, as well as law and civil engineering. 



Q.) In the Federation established by The Government of 
India Act of 1935, residuary powers were given to the (2018)

a) Federal Legislature 
b) Governor General 
c) Provincial Legislature 
d) Provincial Governors



Q.) In the Federation established by The Government of 
India Act of 1935, residuary powers were given to the 

a) Federal Legislature 
b) Governor General 
c) Provincial Legislature 
d) Provincial Governors



• The Government of India Act of 1935 envisaged an all -India 
federation consisting of eleven Governor’s provinces, six 
Chief Commissioner’s provinces, and such Indian States as 
would agree to join the federation.

• The governmental subjects were divided into three Lists i.e. 
Federal, Provincial and Concurrent. The provincial 
legislatures were given exclusive power to legislate with 
respect to matters in the Provincial list. The federal 
legislature had the exclusive power to make law on matters 
in the Federal List. The federal and the provincial 
legislatures had concurrent jurisdiction with respect to 
matters in the Concurrent List. In case of conflict between a 
provincial law and a federal law on a matter enumerated in 
the Concurrent List, the latter was to prevail, and the former 
would, to the extent of the repugnancy be void. 



Residuary powers were vested in the Governor -General, who 
could, in his discretion, assign any such power by a public 
notification to the federal legislature or the provincial 
legislature .



Q.) Economically, one of the results of the British rule in 
India in the 19th century was the (2018)

a) increase in the export of Indian handicrafts 
b) growth in the number of Indian owned factories 
c) commercialization of Indian agriculture 
d) rapid inrease in the urban population 



Q.) Economically, one of the results of the British rule in 
India in the 19th century was the 

a) An increase in the export of Indian handicrafts 
b) growth in the number of Indian owned factories 
c) commercialization of Indian agriculture 
d) rapid increase in the urban population 



• Economic Impact of British rule - 1. Deindustrialisation - 
Ruin of artisans and handicraftsmen: cheap and machine 
made goods imports flooded the Indian market after the 
Charter Act of 1813 allowing one -way free trade for British 
citizens. On the other hand, Indian products found it more 
and more difficult to penetrate the European markets. After 
1820, European markets were virtually closed to Indian 
export s. Even the newly introduced rail network helped the 
European products to reach th e remotest corners of the 
country. Hence, option (a) is not correct. Another feature of 
deindustrialisation was the decline of many cities and a 
process of ruralisation of India.

• Many artisans, faced with diminishing returns and 
repressive policies of the Company abandoned their 
professions and moved to villages and took to agriculture. 



• This resulted in increased pressure on land. An 
overburdened agriculture sector was a major cause of 
poverty overburdened agriculture sector was a major cause 
of poverty during British rule and this upset the village 
economic set -up. Hence, option (d) is not correct. 

• Impoverishment of Peasantry - The Govt. was only 
interested in maximisation of rents and in securing its share 
of revenue , had enforced the Permanent Settlement in large 
parts. Transferability of land was one feature of the new 
settlement which caused great insecurity to the tenants who 
lost all their traditional rights in land. 

• Development of Modern Industries - It was only in the 
second half of 19th Century that modern machine based 
industries started coming up in India. The first cotton textile 
mill was started in 1853 in Bombay by Cowasjee



Nanabhoy and the first jute mill came up in 1855 
in Rishra (Bengal). But most of the industries were 
foreign owned and controlled by British managing 
agencies. Hence, option (b) is not correct. 
• Commercialisation of Indian Agriculture - In the latter half 

of the 19th century, another significant trend was the 
emergence of the commercialisation of agriculture. 
Agriculture began to be influenced by commercial 
considerations. Certain specialised crops began to be grown 
not for consumption in the village but for sale in the national 
and even international markets. Commercial crops like 
cotton, jute, groundnut, oilseeds, sugarcane, tobacco, etc . 
were more remunerative than foodgrains. Hence, option (c) 
is correct. 



Q.) The staple commodities of export by the English East 
Indian Company from Bengal in the middle of the 18th 
century were (2018)

a) Raw cotton, oil-seeds and opium 
b) Sugar, salt, zinc and lead 
c) Copper, silver, gold, spices and tea 
d) Cotton, silk, saltpetre and opium 



Q.) The staple commodities of export by the English East 
Indian Company from Bengal in the middle of the 18th 
century were 

a) Raw cotton, oil-seeds and opium 
b) Sugar, salt, zinc and lead 
c) Copper, silver, gold, spices and tea 
d) Cotton, silk, saltpetre and opium 



• Cotton, raw silk, saltpetre, opium were the major 
commodities exported from Bengal by the English East 
India Company. 



Q.) Which one of the following is a very significant aspect 
of the Champaran Satyagraha? (2018)

a) Active all-India participation of lawyers, students and 
women in the National Movement 

b) Active involvement of Dalit and Tribal communities of 
India in the National Movement 

c) Joining of peasant unrest to India's National Movement 
d) Drastic decrease in the cultivation of plantation crops and 

commercial crops



Q.) Which one of the following is a very significant aspect 
of the Champaran Satyagraha? 

a) Active all-India participation of lawyers, students and 
women in the National Movement 

b) Active involvement of Dalit and Tribal communities of 
India in the National Movement 

c) Joining of peasant unrest to India's National Movement 
d) Drastic decrease in the cultivation of plantation crops and 

commercial crops



• Champaran Satyagraha of 1917 opened a new phase in the 
national movement by joining it to the great struggle of the 
Indian peasantry for bread and land.It was the first peasant 
movement to have garnered nationwide attention. The 
Champaran Satyagraha yoked the peasant unrest to the 
freedom struggle. Subsequently, Gandhi’s localised 
movements in Ahmedabad (for mill workers) and Kheda 
(where he supported distressed peasants) were, in a sense, 
the training grounds for the massive nationwide protests 
after the landmark year of 1919 all of which eventually 
contributed to the liberation of India from the inglorious 
British rule. 



Q.) Which one of the following statements does not apply 
to the system of Subsidiary Alliance introduced by Lord 
Wellesley?  (2018)

a) To maintain a large standing army at other's expense 
b) To keep India safe from Napoleonic danger 
c) To secure a fixed income for the Company 
d) To establish British paramountcy over the Indian States 



Q.) Which one of the following statements does not apply 
to the system of Subsidiary Alliance introduced by Lord 
Wellesley? 

a) To maintain a large standing army at other's expense 
b) To keep India safe from Napoleonic danger 
c) To secure a fixed income for the Company 
d) To establish British paramountcy over the Indian States 



• The Company forced the states into a “subsidiary alliance”. 
According to the terms of this alliance, Indian rulers were 
not allowed to have their independent armed forces. They 
were to be protected by the Company but had to pay for the 
“subsidiary forces” that the Company was supposed to 
maintain for the purpose of this protection. If the Indian 
rulers failed to make the payment, then part of their 
territory was taken away as penalty. During this phase, 
from 1813 to 1857, the British made almost all the Indian 
States subordinate to their power, by compelling them to 
enter into subsidiary alliances with them. The Indian 
Princes were put under obligation to accept the British 
Paramountcy.



• Napoleonic invasion of Egypt in the summer of 1798 offered 
Wellesly a useful tool to soften London's resistance to 
expansion, although he never believed for a moment that 
there was any danger of a French invasion of British India 
either over land from Egypt or a naval attack round the 
Cape of Good Hope. However, to assuage London's 
concerns he evolved the policy of 'Subsidiary Alliance', 
which would only establish control over the internal affairs 
of an Indian state, without incurring any direct imperial 
liability. 

• There was no component of fixed income under this system.



Q.) Which of the following led to the introduction of 
English Education in India?  (2018)

1) Charter Act of 1813 
2) General Committee of Public Instruction, 1823 
3) Orientalist and Anglicist Controversy. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1 and 2 only 
b) 2 only 
c) 1 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3 



Q.) Which of the following led to the introduction of 
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1) Charter Act of 1813 
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• CHARTER ACT OF 1813: The Act incorporated the principle 
of encouraging learned Indians and promoting knowledge of 
modern sciences in the country. The Act directed the. 
Company to sanction one lakh rupees annually for this 
purpose. However, even this petty amount was not made 
available till 1823, mainly because of the controversy raged 
on the question of the direction that this expenditure should 
take. In 1823, the Governor -General -in Council appointed a 
“General Committee of Public Instruction”, which had the 
responsibility to grant the one lakh of rupees for education. 
That committee consisted of 10(ten) European members 
belonging to 2 groups Anglicists and Orientalists. Hence, it 
promoted both Indian and english education. ORIENTALIST 
-ANGLIC1ST CONTROVERSY: Within the General 
Committee on Public Instruction, the Anglicists argued



that the government spending on education should be 
exclusively for modern studies. The. Orientalists said 
while western sciences and literature should be taught to 
prepare students to take up jobs, emphasis should be 
placed on expansion of traditional Indian learning. Even 
the Anglicists were divided over the question of medium 
of instruction—one faction was for English language as 
the medium, while the other faction was for Indian 
languages (vernaculars) for the purpose. Lord 
Macaulay's Minute (1835), This famous minute settled 
the row in favour of Anglicists—the limited government 
resources were to be devoted to teaching of western 
sciences and literature through the medium of English 
language alone.



Q.) In 1920, which of the following changed its name to 
"Swarajya Sabha"? (2018)

a) All India Home Rule League 
b) Hindu Mahasabha 
c) South Indian Liberal Federation 
d) The Servants of India Society



Q.) In 1920, which of the following changed its name to 
"Swarajya Sabha"? 

a) All India Home Rule League 
b) Hindu Mahasabha 
c) South Indian Liberal Federation 
d) The Servants of India Society



• Gandhi had become the president of the All India Home 
Rule League in 1920. Its name was changed to 'Swaraj 
Sabha’.



Q.) Which among the following events happened earliest?  
(2018)

a) Swami dayanand established Arya Samaj. 
b) Dinabandhu Mitra wrote Neeldarpan. 
c) Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay wrote Anandmath. 
d) Satyendranath Tagore became the first Indian to succeed in 

the Indian Civil Services Examination.



Q.) Which among the following events happened earliest? 
a) Swami dayanand established Arya Samaj. 
b) Dinabandhu Mitra wrote Neeldarpan. 
c) Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay wrote Anandmath. 
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• Swami Dayanand established Arya Samaj – 1875.
• Dinabandhu Mitra wrote Neeldarpan - 1858-59.
• Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay wrote Anandmath – 1882.
• Satyendranath Tagore became the first Indian to succeed in 

the Indian Civil Services Examination – 1863.





Q.) With reference to educational institutions during 
colonial rule in India, consider the following pairs:  (2018)
                       Institution                   Founder 

1) Sanskrit College at Benaras - William Jones 
2) Calcutta Madarsa - Warren Hastings 
3) Fort William College - Arthur Wellesley
Which of the pairs given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 2 
b) 2 only 
c) 1 and 3 
d) 3 only
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• Pair 1 is not correctly matched In 1791, Jonathan Duncan 
started the Sanskrit College at Benares. 

• Pair 2 is correctly matched - Calcutta Madrasa was 
established by Warren Hastings in 1781 for the study of 
Muslim law and related subjects. 

• Pair 3 is not correctly matched Fort William College was set 
up by Lord Richard Wellesley in 1800 for training of civil 
servants of the Company in languages and customs of 
Indians.



Q.) Consider the following statements about ‘the Charter Act 
of 1813’: (2019)

1) It ended the trade monopoly of the East India Company in 
India except for trade in tea and trade with China. 

2) It asserted the sovereignty of the British Crown over the 
Indian territories held by the Company. 

3) The revenues of India were now controlled by the British 
Parliament. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 
a) 1 and 2 only 
b) 2 and 3 only 
c) 1 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3 
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of 1813’: 

1) It ended the trade monopoly of the East India Company in 
India except for trade in tea and trade with China. 

2) It asserted the sovereignty of the British Crown over the 
Indian territories held by the Company. 

3) The revenues of India were now controlled by the British 
Parliament. 
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Main Provisions of Charter Act, 1833 
• Monopoly of East India Company to trade with India was 

brought to an end but the company retained the trade with 
China and the trade in tea. Hence statement 1 is correct. 

• The company’s shareholders were given a 10.5 percent 
dividend on the revenue in India. 

• The company was allowed to continued territorial 
possession for period of 20 years i.e. from 1833 to 1853, 
without prejudice to the sovereignty of the Crown. The 
company was held in trust to the Crown. Hence statement 2 
is correct. 



• The Charter Act of 1813 required the Company to maintain 
its territorial and commercial accounts separately. By this 
Act the Company was put under greater control of the 
British Crown, but could retain its hold on the details of 
administration and Indian revenues. From 1853, the 
revenues of India were controlled by the British Parliament. 
Hence, Statement 3 is not correct.



Q.) With reference to Swadeshi Movement consider the 
following statements: (2019)

1) It contributed to the revival of the indigenous artisan crafts 
and industries. 

2) The National Council of Education was established as a 
part of Swadeshi Movement. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 1 
d) Neither 1 nor 2
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1) It contributed to the revival of the indigenous artisan crafts 
and industries. 

2) The National Council of Education was established as a 
part of Swadeshi Movement. 
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• The Swadeshi Movement had its genesis in the anti 
-partition movement which was started to oppose the 
British decision to partition Bengal. 

• The Swadeshi Movement was the great emphasis given to 
self -reliance or ‘Atmasakti’ as a necessary part of the 
struggle against the Government. One of the major planks 
of the programme of self -reliance was Swadeshi or national 
education. In August 1906, the National Council of 
Education was established. The Council defined its 
objectives in this way. . . ‘to organize a system of Education 
Literary; Scientific and Technical — on National lines and 
under National control from the primary to the university 
level. The most important aspect of the movement was a 
focus on self -reliance or Atma -shakti which led to the 
development of indigenous industries. 



Q.) Consider the following pairs: (2019)

            Movement/Organization Leader 
1) All India Anti - Untouchability League : Mahatma Gandhi 
2) All India Kisan Sabha : Swami Sahajanand Saraswati 
3) Self -Respect Movement : E. V. Ramaswami Naicker 
Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched? 

a) 1 only 
b) 1 and 2 only 
c) 2 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3



Q.) Consider the following pairs: 

            Movement/Organization Leader 
1) All India Anti - Untouchability League : Mahatma Gandhi 
2) All India Kisan Sabha : Swami Sahajanand Saraswati 
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• In order to better organize the campaign for the amelioration 
of the untouchables' condition, Gandhi set up a new body in 
October 1932. It was first named the All India Anti - 
Untouchability League and later renamed the Harijan Sevak 
Sangh. Gandhi started publishing a weekly journal called 
"Harijan" on 11 February 1933 from Yerwada Jail during British 
rule. Hence pair 1 is correctly matched. 

• All India Kisan Congress Sabha, 1936 was founded in 
Lucknow in April 1936 with Swami Sahjanand Saraswati as 
the President and N.G. Ranga as the general secretary. Hence, 
pair 2 is correctly matched. 

• E. V. Ramaswami Naicker organized the "Self Respect 
Movement", designed as Dravidian Uplift, seeking to expose 
Brahminical tyranny and the deceptive methods by which they 
controlled all spheres of Hindu life. Hence, pair 3 is correctly 
matched.



Q.) Which one of the following groups of plants was 
domesticated in the ‘New World’ and introduced into the 
‘Old World’? (2019)

a) Tobacco, cocoa and rubber 
b) Tobacco, cotton and rubber 
c) Cotton, coffee and sugarcane 
d) Rubber, coffee and wheat
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domesticated in the ‘New World’ and introduced into the 
‘Old World’? 
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• After the voyages of Christopher Columbus in 1492, the 
Columbian exchange brought New World crops such as 
maize, potatoes, sweet potatoes, and manioc to Europe, and 
Old World crops such as wheat, barley, rice, and turnips, 
and livestock including horses, cattle, sheep, and goats to 
the Americas.





Q.) With reference to the British colonial rule in India, 
consider the following statements: (2019)

1) Mahatma Gandhi was instrumental in the abolition of the 
system of ‘indentured labour’. 

2) In Lord Chelmsford’s War Conference’, Mahatma Gandhi did 
not support the resolution on recruiting Indians for World 
War.

3) Consequent upon the breaking of Salt Law by Indian people, 
the Indian National Congress was declared illegal by the 
colonial rulers. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 
a) 1 and 2 only 
b) 1 and 3 only 
c) 2 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3
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2) In Lord Chelmsford’s War Conference’, Mahatma Gandhi did 
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• Mahatma Gandhi was instrumental in the abolition of the 
system of ‘indentured labour’ in South Africa. Moderates 
supported the First World War. Hence statement 2 is not 
correct. Congress was declared illegal by British 
government after the launch of second phase of Civil 
Disobedience Movement. It was not a factor that favoured 
in launching of second phase of Civil Disobedience 
Movement.



Q.) With reference to Indian National Movement, 
consider the following pairs: (2019)
                   Person                            Position held 

1) Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru : President, All India Liberal 
Federation 

2) K. C. Neogy : Member, The Constituent Assembly 

3) P. C. Joshi : General Secretary, Communist Party of India 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched? 

a) 1 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 



Q.) With reference to Indian National Movement, 
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• Tej Bahadur Sapru was a prominent Indian freedom fighter, 
lawyer and politician. When the Montagu report of 1918 
was made public, there was a divide in the Congress over it. 
The moderates welcomed it while the extremists opposed it. 
This led to a schism in the Congress with moderate leaders 
forming the "Indian National Liberal Federation" in 1919. 
The party (INLF) was founded by Surendra Nath Banarjea 
and some of its prominent leaders were Tej Bahadur Sapru, 
V. S. Srinivasa Sastri and M. R. Jayakar. 

• KC Neogy, was an Indian politician from West Bengal. He 
was a member of the Constituent Assembly of India, 
member of the first Cabinet of independent India and the 
chairman of the first Finance Commission of India. 



• Puran Chand Joshi, one of the early leaders of the 
communist movement in India. He was the first general 
secretary of the Communist Party of India from 1935–47. 

Hence all the pairs given are correctly matched.



Q.) Indigo cultivation in India declined by the beginning of 
the 20th century because of (2020)

a) peasant resistance to the oppressive conduct of planters 
b) its unprofitability in the world market because of new 

inventions 
c) national leaders' opposition to the cultivation of indigo 
d) Government control over the planters 
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the 20th century because of
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• Indigo, the blue dye, was extracted from plants in ancient 
times, some 5000 -6000 years ago (3000 -4000 BCE), both in the 
Old (Asia, Africa and Europe) and New (Americas) Worlds. It 
got its name Indigo, because it reached Europe from Indus 
Valley, India and later from other parts of India by the 
Portuguese and other European sailors. It was commercially 
encouraged and traded by the British, firstly by the 
cultivation of indigo plant and production of the dye in South 
Carolina, USA in mid18th century, which was then a British 
colony. However, this stopped after the British colonies in 
USA gained their freedom after American Revolutionary War 
(1775 - 1783). It was then that British East India Company 
(BEIC) started its production in Bengal and part of the current 
Bihar states of India and continued it until the second decade 
of 20th century. The Company looked for ways to expand the 
area under indigo



cultivation in India. From the last decades of the 
eighteenth century, indigo cultivation in Bengal 
rapidly expanded. Only about 30% of indigo 
imported to Britain in 1788 was from India. This 
figure went up to 95% by 1810.
• Commercial agents and officials of the Company began 

investing in indigo production to increase their profit. Many 
Company officials even left their jobs to look after their 
indigo business. Many people from Scotland and England 
came to India and became planters; to grab the opportunity. 
The Company and banks were giving loans for indigo 
cultivation at that time.



• Thus, indigo crop has been associated with and created 
quite a bit of history. Faced by high prices charged by the 
British traders for indigo dye, German chemists had already 
started their search for making synthetic indigo and Adolf 
Baeyer succeeded in synthesizing it in 1882. This was 
followed by research by other German chemists, namely, 
Johannes Pfleger and Karl Heumann in the first decade of 
20th century. The synthetic dye was much cheaper and blew 
the final blow to the natural plant produced indigo dye and 
indigo crop became a part of history. Now most of the 
indigo dye used world -over is made synthetically.



Q.) Wellesley established the Fort William College at 
Calcutta because  (2020)

a) he was asked by the Board of Directors at London to do so 
b) he wanted to revive interest in oriental learning in India 
c) he wanted to provide William Carey and his associates 

with employment 
d) he wanted to train British civilians for administrative 

purpose in India
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• Fort William College was established on 18 August 1800 by 
Lord Richard Wellesley (d. 1837), Governor General of 
Bengal, in order to provide instruction in the vernacular 
languages of India to the civil and military officials of the 
East India Company. It was named after King William III of 
England. The purposes were multi folded: fostering of 
Indian languages and making the British officials to be 
familiar with the local languages, etc. so that their 
administrative work would become easier as it involved 
interaction with the Indian natives. 



Q.) With reference to the history of India, consider the 
following pairs: (2020)

1) Aurang - In -charge of treasury of the State 
2) Banian -Indian agent of the East India Company 
3) Mirasidar - Designated revenue payer to the State 
Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched? 

a) 1 and 2 only 
b) 2 and 3 only 
c) 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3 
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• Aurang – A Persian term for a warehouse –a place where 
goods are collected before being sold; also refers to a 
workshop. Hence pair 1 is not correctly matched Banian: In 
the 18th and 19th centuries, European merchants opened and 
deepened trade routes throughout Asia, Africa, and Latin 
America. However, in these markets they faced considerable 
challenges due to linguistic and cultural barriers. This led to 
difficulties in integrating into indigenous commercial and 
political systems, which restricted their operations. The use 
of intermediaries with expertise of the local markets and 
languages rapidly proliferated. In South -East Asia, this was 
known as the ‘comprador’ system, whilst in the Anglo 
-Indian trade individuals carrying out these functions were 
known as ‘banians’. These intermediaries fulfilled various 
internal and external roles for trading companies including, 



managing treasury functions, securing credit, and 
acting as brokers in the local markets. A contemporary 
described the banian as an individual, “By whom the 
English gentlemen in general conduct all their business. 
He is interpreter, head book -keeper, head secretary, 
head broker, the supplier of cash and cash -keeper, and 
in general also secret -keeper. Hence pair 2 is correctly 
matched. 
• Mirasidars: Under the ryotwari settlement system, the 

government recognized mirasidars as the sole proprietors of 
land, dismissing tenants' rights completely. Only in villages 
where no mirasidar system existed were those villagers 
holding permanent occupancy rights recognized as 
landholders responsible for the payment of land revenue. 



Q.) Which of the following statements correctly explain the 
impact of Industrial Revolution on India during the first 
half of the nineteenth century? (2020)

a) Indian handicrafts were ruined. 
b) Machines were introduced in the Indian textile industry in 

large numbers. 
c) Railway lines were laid in many parts of the country.
d) Heavy duties were imposed on the imports of British 

manufactures.
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• India was a major player in the world export market for 
textiles in the early 18th century, but by the middle of the 19th 
century it had lost all of its export market and much of its 
domestic market.

• At the beginning of Industrial revolution cotton industries 
developed in England, industrial groups began worrying 
about imports from other countries. They pressurised the 
government to impose import duties on cotton textiles so that 
Manchester goods could sell in Britain without facing any 
competition from outside. At the same time industrialists 
persuaded the East India Company to sell British 
manufactures in Indian markets as well. Exports of British 
cotton goods increased dramatically in the early nineteenth 
century. Cotton weavers in India thus faced two problems at 
the same time: their export market collapsed, and the local 
market shrank, being glutted with



Manchester imports. Produced by machines at 
lower costs, the imported cotton goods were so 
cheap that weavers could not easily compete with 
them. By the 1850s, reports from most weaving 
regions of India narrated stories of decline and 
desolation. Hence option (a) is correct answer.



Q.) The Gandhi-Irwin Pact included which of the following?  
(2020)

1) Invitation to Congress to participate in the Round Table 
Conference 

2) Withdrawal of Ordinances promulgated in connection with the 
Civil Disobedience Movement 

3) Acceptance of Gandhiji's suggestion for enquiry into police 
excesses. 

4) Release of only those prisoners who were not charged with 
violence.

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
a) 1 only
b) 1, 2 and 4 only 
c) 3 only
d) 2, 3 and 4 only
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• 5 March 1931, the Gandhi-Irwin Pact was signed by 
Gandhiji on behalf of the Congress and by Lord Irwin on 
behalf of the Government. 

• The pact placed the Congress on an equal footing with the 
Government. The terms of the agreement included 
immediate release of all political prisoners not convicted of 
violence; remission of all fines not yet collected; return of all 
lands not yet sold to third parties; lenient treatment to those 
government servants who had resigned; right to make salt 
in coastal villages for personal consumption (not for sale); 
right to peaceful and non - aggressive picketing. withdrawal 
of emergency ordinances. 



• The viceroy, however, turned down two of Gandhi's 
demands: 

• public inquiry into police excesses, and 
• commutation of Bhagat Singh and his comrades' 

death sentence to life sentence. 
• Gandhi on behalf of the Congress agreed: 

• to suspend the civil disobedience movement. 
• to participate in the next Round Table 

Conference.



Q.) The Vital-Vidhvansak, the first monthly journal to have 
the untouchable people as its target audience was 
published by  (2020)

a) Gopal Baba Walangkar 
b) Jyotiba Phule 
c) Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi 
d) Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar



Q.) The Vital-Vidhvansak, the first monthly journal to have 
the untouchable people as its target audience was 
published by 

a) Gopal Baba Walangkar 
b) Jyotiba Phule 
c) Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi 
d) Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar



• Gopal Baba Walangkar, also known as Gopal Krishna, (ca. 
1840-1900) is an early example of an activist working to 
release the untouchable people of India from their historic 
socio-economic oppression, and is generally considered to 
be the pioneer of that movement. He developed a racial 
theory to explain the oppression and also published the first 
journal targeted at the untouchable people. Walangkar 
claimed that "high-caste people from the south were 
'Australian–Semitic non-Aryans' and African negroes, that 
Chitpavan Brahmans were 'Barbary Jews', and that the 
high-caste Marathas' forebears were 'Turks’”.

• In 1888, Walangkar began publishing the monthly journal 
titled Vital-Vidhvansak (Destroyer of Brahmanical or 
Ceremonial Pollution), which was the first to have the 
untouchable people as its target audience.



Questions on major revolts in 
British India



Q. Which amongst the following provided a common factor 
for tribal insurrection in India in the 19th century? (2011)

a) Introduction of a new system of land revenue and taxation 
of tribal products

b) Influence of foreign religious missionaries in tribal areas
c) Rise of a large number of money lenders, traders and 

revenue farmers as middlemen in tribal areas
d) The complete disruption of the old agrarian order of the 

tribal communities
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Q. The demand for the Tebhaga Peasant Movement in 
Bengal was for (2013)

a) the reduction of the share of the landlords from one-half of 
the crop to one-third

b) the grant of ownership of land to peasants as they were 
the actual cultivators of the land.

c) the uprooting of Zamindari system and the end of 
serfdom

d) writing off all peasant debts
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• The Tebhaga movement was a militant campaign initiated 
in Bengal by the Kisan Sabha (peasants front of Communist 
Party of India) in 1946. At that time share-cropping peasants 
(essentially, tenants) had to give half of their harvest to the 
owners of the land.

• The demand of the Tebhaga (sharing by thirds) movement 
was to reduce the share given to landlords to one third.



Q.) After the Santhal Uprising subsided, what was/were the 
measure/measures taken by the colonial government?  
(2018)

1) The territories called 'Santhal Paraganas' were created.
2) It became illegal for a Santhal to transfer land to a 

non-Santhal. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2
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• Statement 1 is correct. It was after the Santhal Revolt 
(1855-56) that the Santhal Pargana was created, carving out 
5,500 square miles from the districts of Bhagalpur and 
Birbhum. The colonial state hoped that by creating a new 
territory for the Santhals and imposing some special laws 
within it, the Santhals could be conciliated. 

• Statement 2 is correct. To protect economic basis of Santhal 
society, special regulations governed transfer of land. It 
became illegal for a Santhal to transfer land to a non 
-Santhal.



Q.) With reference to the history of India, "Ulgulan" or the 
Great Tumult is the description of which of the following 
events?  (2020)

a) The Revolt of 1857 
b) The Mappila Rebellion of 1921 
c) The Indigo Revolt of 1859 – 60 
d) Birsa Munda's Revolt of 1899 -1900 
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events? 
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• Munda Rebellion is one of the prominent 19th century tribal 
rebellions in the subcontinent. Birsa Munda led this 
movement in the region south of Ranchi in 1899 -1900. the 
ulgulan, meaning 'Great Tumult', sought to establish Munda 
Raj and independence. The Mundas traditionally enjoyed a 
preferential rent rate as the khuntkattidar or the original 
clearer of the forest. But in course of the 19th century they had 
seen this khuntkatti land system being eroded by the jagirdars 
and thikadars coming as merchants and moneylenders. 

• The government attempted to redress the grievances of the 
Mundas through the survey and settlement operations of 1902 
-10. The Chhotanagpur Tenancy Act of 1908 provided some 
recognition to their khuntkatti rights and banned beth begari. 
Chhotanagpur tribals won a degree of legal protection for 
their land rights.



Q. With reference to Rowlatt Satyagraha, which of the 
following statements is/are correct?  (2015)

1) The Rowlatt Act was based on the recommendations of 
the 'Sedition Committee’. 

2) In Rowlatt Satyagraha, Gandhiji tried to utilize the Home 
Rule League. 

3) Demonstrations against the arrival of Simon Commission 
coincided with Rowlatt Satyagraha. 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 
a) 1 only 
b) 1 and 2 only 
c) 2 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3 
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• Statement 1 and 2 are correct. The events between May 1916 
to January 1919 give us the background of the establishment 
of the Satyagraha Sabha in Bombay under the leadership of 
Mahatma Gandhi. The newly started Home League was the 
leading force in all these events, which prepared the ground 
for the April Satyagraha. The Satyagraha Sabha was 
organised with Mr. Gandhi as President, Mr. Horniman as 
Vice-President, and the leading Home Rulers on the 
Committee.  

• Simon Commission was dispatched to India in 1928 way 
after Rowlett Satyagraha. 



Who of the following was/were economic critic/critics of 
colonialism in India?  (2015)

1) Dadabhai Naoroji 

2) G.Subramania Iyer 

3) R.C. Dutt 
Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 

a) 1 only 
b) 1 and 2 only 
c) 2 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3 
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•Dadabhai Naoroji, R. C. Dutt, Ranade, Gokhale, G. 
Subramania Iyer, were among those who grounded Indian 
nationalism firmly on the foundation of antiimperialism by 
highlighting economic critique of colonialism. 



With reference to Congress Socialist Party, consider the 
following statements :  (2015)

1) It advocated the boycott of British goods and evasion of 
taxes. 

2) It wanted to establish the dictatorship of proletariat. 
3) It advocated separate electorate for minorities and 

oppressed classes. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

a) 1 and 2 only 
b) 3 only 
c) 1, 2 and 3     
d) None 
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• Important features were consistent and militant 
antiimperialism, anti-landlordism, the organization of 
workers and peasants in trade unions and kisan sabhas, the 
acceptance of a socialist vision of independent India and of 
the socialist programme of the economic and social 
transformation of society.  They were to give the Congress 
and the national movement a socialist direction; and that to 
achieve this objective they must organize the workers and 
peasants in their class organizations, wage struggles for 
their economic demands and make them the social base of 
the national struggle. They preferred methods adopted by 
Congress. 

• 1st and 2nd statements can be related to radical communism 
in India during 1920 to 40. 3rd statement is also not related 
to CSP.



4. The Government of India Act of  1919 clearly defined  
(2015)

a) The separation of power between the judiciary and the 
legislature. 

b) The jurisdiction of the central and provincial governments. 
c) The powers of the Secretary of State for India and the 

Viceroy.
d) None of the above.
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• GOI Act,1919, relaxed the central control over the provinces 
by demarcating and separating the central and provincial 
subjects. The central and provincial legislatures were 
authorised to make laws on their respective list of subjects. 



Early British India (1857 - 1914)



Q. With reference to the period of colonial rule in India, 
“Home Charges” formed an important part of drain of 
wealth from India. Which of the following funds 
constituted “Home Charges”? (2011)
1. Funds used to support the India Office in London.
2. Funds used to pay salaries and pensions of British 

personnel engaged in India.
3. Funds used for waging wars outside India by the British.
Select the correct answer using the codes given below:

a) 1 only
b) 1 and 2 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3
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Q. What was the purpose with which Sir William 
Wedderburn and W.S. Caine had set up the Indian 
Parliamentary Committee in 1893? (2011)

a) To agitate for Indian political reforms in the House of 
Commons

b) To campaign for the entry of Indians into the Imperial 
Judiciary

c) To facilitate a discussion on India’s Independence in the 
British Parliament

d) To agitate for the entry of eminent Indians into the British 
Parliament
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Q. During Indian freedom struggle, the National Social 
Conference was formed. What was the reason for its 
formation? (2012)

a) Different social reform groups or organizations of Bengal 
region united to form a single body to discuss the issues of 
larger interest and to prepare appropriate 
petitions/representations to the government.

b) Indian National Congress did not want to included social 
reforms in its deliberations and decided to form a separate 
body for such a purpose.

c) Behramji Malabari and M.G. Ranade decided to bring 
together all the social reform groups of the country under 
one organization.

d) None of the statements (a), (b) and (c) given above is 
correct in this context.
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Q. Consider the following statements: (2012)
The most effective contribution made by Dadabhai Naoroji 
to the cause of Indian National Movementwas that he
1. Exposed the economic exploitation of India by the British.
2. Interpreted the ancient Indian texts and restored the 

self-confidence of Indians.
3. Stressed the need for eradication of all the socialevils 

before anything else.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) 1 only 
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3
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Q. The Ilbert Bill controversy was related to the (2013)
a) Imposition of certain restrictions to carry arms by the 

Indians
b) Imposition of restrictions on newspapers and magazines 

published in Indian languages
c) Removal of disqualifications imposed on the Indian 

magistrates with regard to the trial of the Europeans
d) Removal of a duty on imported cotton cloth
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Q. The people of India agitated against the arrival of Simon 
Commission because (2013)

a) Indians never wanted the review of the working of the Act 
of 1919

b) Simon Commission recommended the abolition of 
Dyarchyh (Diarchy) in the Provinces

c) There was no Indian member in the Simon Commission
d) The Simon Commission suggested the partition of the 

country
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Q. The Partition of Bengal made by Lord Curzon in 1905 
lasted until (2014)

a) The First World War when Indian troops were needed by 
the British and the partition was ended.

b) King George V abrogated Curzon’s Act as the Royal 
Durbar in Delhi in 1911 

c) Gandhiji launched his Civil Disobedience Movement.
d) The Partition of India in 1947 when East Bengal became 

East Pakistan.
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Q. The Ghadr (Ghadar) was a  (2104)
a) revolutionary association of Indians with headquarters at 

San Francisco.
b) nationalist organization operating from Singapore.
c) militant organisation with headquarters at Berlin
d) Communist movement for India’s freedom with 

head-quarters at Tashkent.
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Q. Which of the following is/are the principal feature(s) of 
the Government of India Act, 1919? (2012)
1. Introduction of diarchy in the executive government of the 

provinces.
2. Introduction of separate communal electorates for 

Muslims.
3. Devolution of legislative authority by the centre to the 

provinces.
Select the correct answer using the codes given below:

a) 1 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3
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Q. The distribution of powers between the Centre and the 
States in the Indian Constitution is based on the scheme 
provided in the (2012)

(a) Morley-Minto Reforms, 1909 
(b) Montagu- Chelmsford Act, 1919
(c) Government of India Act, 1935 
(d) Indian Independence Act, 1947
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Q. What was/were the object/objects of Queen Victoria's 
Proclamation (1858)? (2014)
1. To disclaim any intention to annex Indian States
2. To place the Indian administration under the British 
Crown.
3. To regulate East India Company’s trade with India
Select the correct answer using the code given below.

a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 only
c) 1 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3
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Questions on 
Indus Valley Civilisation and 

Aryan/Vedic Age



Q. Regarding the Indus Valley Civilization, consider the 
following statements: (2011)
1. It was predominantly a secular civilization and the 

religious element, though present, did not dominate the 
scene.

2. During this period, cotton was used for manufacturing 
textiles in India.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
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Q. Which of the following characterizes/characterize the 
people of Indus Civilization? (2013)
1. They possessed great palaces and temples.
2. They worshipped both male and female deities.
3. They employed horse-drawn chariots in warfare.
Select the correct statement/statements using the codes 
given below:

a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 only
c) 1, 2 and 3
d) None of the statements given above is correct
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Q.) With reference to the difference between the culture of 
Rigvedic Aryans and Indus Valley people, which of the following 
statements is/are correct? (2017)

1) Rigvedic Aryans used the coat of mail and helmet in warfare 
whereas the people of Indus Valley Civilization did not leave 
any evidence of using them.

2) Rigvedic Aryans knew gold, silver and copper whereas Indus 
Valley people knew only copper and iron. 

3) Rigvedic Aryans had domesticated the horse whereas there is no 
evidence of Indus Valley people having aware of this animal. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 and 3 only 
c) 1 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3 
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• Statement 1 is correct: Rigvedic Aryans used the coat of mail 
and helmet in warfare whereas the people of Indus Valley 
Civilization did not leave any evidence of using them. 

• Statement 2 is not correct: Various materials were used in 
Harappan civilisation to make beads: stones like carnelian, 
jasper, crystal, quartz and steatite; metals like copper, 
bronze and gold; and shell, faience and terracotta or burnt 
clay. Some beads were made of two or more stones, 
cemented together, some of stone with gold caps. 

• Statement 3 is not correct: Evidences of the horse comes 
from a superficial level of Mohenjo daro and from a 
terracotta figurine from Lothal. The remains of the horse 
have been reported from Surkotada belonging to around 
2000BC. A few horse's teeth have been found in the lowest



stratum of the Baluchistan site of Rana Ghundal, probably 
dating from several centuries earlier than the foundation of 
Harappa. This would indicate that horse-riding nomads 
found their way to N.-W. India in small numbers long before 
the Aryan invasion.



Q. The religion of early Vedic Aryans was primarily of 
(2012)

a) Bhakti 
b) Image worship and Yajnas
c) Worship of nature and Yajnas 
d) Worship of nature and Bhakti
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Q. The national motto of India, ‘Satyameva Jayate’ inscribed 
below the Emblem of India is taken from (2014)

a) Katha Upanishad
b) Chandogra Upanishad
c) Aitareya Upanishad
d) Mundaka Upanishad
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Questions on Temple Architecture



Q. The Nagara, the Dravida and the Vesara are the  (2012)

a) three main racial groups of the Indian subcontinent.
b) thee main linguistic divisions into which the languages of 

India can be classified.
c) Three main styles of Indian temple architecture.
d) Three main musical Gharanas prevalent in India.
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With reference to the cultural history of India, the term 
'Panchayatan' refers to (2014)

a) an assembly of village elders
b) a religious sect
c) a style of temple construction
d) an administrative functionary
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b) a religious sect
c) a style of temple construction
d) an administrative functionary



Q.) Which of the following is/are famous for Sun temples?  
(2017)

1) Arasavalli 
2) Amarakantak 
3) Omkareshwar 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1 only 
b) 2 and 3 only 
c) 1 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3 



Q.) Which of the following is/are famous for Sun temples? 
1) Arasavalli 
2) Amarakantak 
3) Omkareshwar 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1 only 
b) 2 and 3 only 
c) 1 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3 



• The Sun Temple is situated in Arasavalli Village in Andhra 
Pradesh. Sun temples are not located in Amarkantak and 
Omkareshwar.



Questions on Bhakti and Sufi 
Movement



Q. With reference to the religious history of medieval India, 
the Sufi mystics were known to pursue which of the 
following practices? (2012)
1. Meditation and control of breath.
2. Severe ascetic exercises in a lonely place.
3. Recitation of holy songs to arouse a state of ecstasy in their 

audience.
Select the correct answer using the codes given below:

a) 1 and 2 only  
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3



Q. With reference to the religious history of medieval India, 
the Sufi mystics were known to pursue which of the 
following practices?
1. Meditation and control of breath.
2. Severe ascetic exercises in a lonely place.
3. Recitation of holy songs to arouse a state of ecstasy in their 

audience.
Select the correct answer using the codes given below:

a) 1 and 2 only  
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3



Q. Consider the following Bhakti Saints: (2013)
1. Dadu Dayal
2. Guru Nanak
3. Tyagaraja
Who among the above was/were preaching when the Lodi 
dynasty fell and Babur took over?

a) 1 and 3 
b) 2 only
c) 2 and 3 
d) 1 and 2



Q. Consider the following Bhakti Saints:
1. Dadu Dayal
2. Guru Nanak
3. Tyagaraja
Who among the above was/were preaching when the Lodi 
dynasty fell and Babur took over?

a) 1 and 3 
b) 2 only
c) 2 and 3 
d) 1 and 2



• Guru Nanak ( 1469 – 1539)
• Dadu Dayal (1544–1603)
• Kakarla Tyagabrahmam (1767 – 1847)
•  Lodi dynasty fell and Babur took over: 1526 



Q. Consider the following statements : (2014)
1. 'Bijak' is a composition of the teachings of Saint Dadu 

Dayal.
2. The Philosophy of Pushti Marg was propounded by 

Madhvacharya.
Which of the statements given aboveis/are correct ?

a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2



Q. Consider the following statements :
1. 'Bijak' is a composition of the teachings of Saint Dadu 

Dayal.
2. The Philosophy of Pushti Marg was propounded by 

Madhvacharya.
Which of the statements given aboveis/are correct ?

a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2



Questions on Socio Religious 
Movement in India



Q. Which of the following statements is/are correct 
regarding Brahmo Samaj? (2012)
1. It opposed idolatory.
2. It denied the need for a priestly class for interpreting the 

religious texts.
3. It popularized the doctrine that the Vedas are infallible.
Select the correct answer using the codes given below:

a) 1 only 
b) 1 and 2 only
c) 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3



Q. Which of the following statements is/are correct 
regarding Brahmo Samaj?
1. It opposed idolatory.
2. It denied the need for a priestly class for interpreting the 

religious texts.
3. It popularized the doctrine that the Vedas are infallible.
Select the correct answer using the codes given below:

a) 1 only 
b) 1 and 2 only
c) 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3



Q.) Satya Shodhak Samaj organized  (2016)
a) a movement for upliftment of tribals in Bihar 
b) a temple-entry movement in Gujarat 
c) an anti-caste movement in Maharashtra 
d) a peasant movement in Punjab 



Q.) Satya Shodhak Samaj organized  (2016)
a) a movement for upliftment of tribals in Bihar 
b) a temple-entry movement in Gujarat 
c) an anti-caste movement in Maharashtra 
d) a peasant movement in Punjab 



• In Poona, Jyotirao Phooley, though a Mali by caste and of 
comparatively little education started the association called 
the Satyashodhak Samaj in 1873 for asserting the worth of 
man irrespective of caste. 

• He demanded representation of all classes of the Hindus in 
all the local bodies, in services and institutions and also 
established a primary school for the so-called untouchables 
in Poona.



Questions on Indian paintings



Q. Consider the following historical places: (2013)
1. Ajanta Caves
2. Lepakshi Temple
3. Sanchi Stupa
Which of the above places is/are also known for mural 
paintings?

a) 1 only 
b) 1 and 2 only
c) 1, 2 and 3
d) None



Q. Consider the following historical places:
1. Ajanta Caves
2. Lepakshi Temple
3. Sanchi Stupa
Which of the above places is/are also known for mural 
paintings?

a) 1 only 
b) 1 and 2 only
c) 1, 2 and 3
d) None



• The Lepakshi temple has the finest specimens of mural 
paintings of the Vijayanagar kings. 



15. Kalamkari painting refers to  (2015)

a) a hand-painted cotton textile in South India 

b) a handmade drawing on bamboo handicrafts in 
North-East India 

c) a block-painted woollen cloth in Western Himalayan 
region of India 

d) a hand-painted decorative silk cloth in North-Western 
India 



15. Kalamkari painting refers to 

a) a hand-painted cotton textile in South India 

b) a handmade drawing on bamboo handicrafts in 
North-East India 

c) a block-painted woollen cloth in Western Himalayan 
region of India 

d) a hand-painted decorative silk cloth in North-Western 
India 



• Kalamkari painting is a painting done by Kalam (Pen) in 
Andhra Pradesh it is done on cotton garments, bad covers 
etc. 



Q.) The well -known painting "Bani Thani" belongs to the  
(2018)

a) Bundi school 
b) Jaipur school 
c) Kangra school 
d) Kishangarh school



Q.) The well -known painting "Bani Thani" belongs to the 
a) Bundi school 
b) Jaipur school 
c) Kangra school 
d) Kishangarh school



• Bani Thani is an Indian painting in the Kishangarh school of 
paintings. Bani Thani was painted by an artist by the name 
of Nihâl Chand. The painting's subject, Bani Thani, was a 
singer and poet in Kishangarh in the time of king Savant 
Singh.



Questions on Orthodox 
Schools of Philosophy



With reference to the history of philosophical thought in 
India, consider the following statements regarding Sankhya
school: (2013)

1. Sankhya does not accept the theory of rebirth or 
transmigration of soul.

2. Sankhya holds that it is the self-knowledge that leads to 
liberation and not any exterior influence or agent.

 Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2



With reference to the history of philosophical thought in 
India, consider the following statements regarding Sankhya
school:
1. Sankhya does not accept the theory of rebirth or 

transmigration of soul.
2. Sankhya holds that it is the self-knowledge that leads to 

liberation and not any exterior influence or agent.
 Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2



• Samkhya is an Orthodox Indian philosophical system. 
Orthodox Indian philosophical system believes in soul and 
karma theory. For Karma theory to hold, soul has to 
undergo rebirth or transmigration. Therefore, without 
liberation no soul can be free from the cycle of rebirth or 
transmigration. 

• Samkhya school philosophy- after you have ‘died’ in this 
life you will go through a process of rebirth where 
depending on your actions in your former life your status 
will be decided.



Q. Which one of the following pairs does not form part of 
the six systems of Indian Philosophy ? (2014)

a) Mimamsa and Vedanta
b) Nyaya and Vaisheshika
c) Lokayata and Kapalika
d) Sankhya and Yoga



Q. Which one of the following pairs does not form part of 
the six systems of Indian Philosophy ?

a) Mimamsa and Vedanta
b) Nyaya and Vaisheshika
c) Lokayata and Kapalika
d) Sankhya and Yoga



Questions on Dances



Q. In the context of cultural history of India, a pose in dance 
and dramatics called ‘Tribhanga’ has been a favourite of 
Indian artists from ancient times till today. Which one of 
the following statements best describes this pose? (2013)

a) One leg is bent and the body is slightly but oppositely 
curved at waist and neck

b) Facial expressions, hand gestures and make-up are 
combined to symbolize certain epic or historic characters

c) Movements of body, face and hands are used to express 
oneself or to tell a story

d) A little smile, slightly curved waist and certain hand 
gestures are emphasized to express the feelings of love or 
eroticism





Q. In the context of cultural history of India, a pose in dance 
and dramatics called ‘Tribhanga’ has been a favourite of 
Indian artists from ancient times till today. Which one of 
the following statements best describes this pose?

a) One leg is bent and the body is slightly but oppositely 
curved at waist and neck

b) Facial expressions, hand gestures and make-up are 
combined to symbolize certain epic or historic characters

c) Movements of body, face and hands are used to express 
oneself or to tell a story

d) A little smile, slightly curved waist and certain hand 
gestures are emphasized to express the feelings of love or 
eroticism



• Tribhanga, literally meaning three parts break, consists of 
three bends in the body; at the neck, waist and knee, hence 
the body is oppositely curved at waist and neck which gives 
it a gentle "S“ shape



With reference to the famous Sattriya dance, consider the 
following statements : (2014)
1. Sattriya is a combination of music, dance and drama.
2. It is a centuries-old living tradition of Vaishnavites of 

Assam.
3. It is based on classical Ragas and Talas of devotional songs 

composed by Tulsidas, Kabir and Mirabai.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?

a) 1 only 
b) 1 and 2 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3



With reference to the famous Sattriya dance, consider the 
following statements :
1. Sattriya is a combination of music, dance and drama.
2. It is a centuries-old living tradition of Vaishnavites of 

Assam.
3. It is based on classical Ragas and Talas of devotional songs 

composed by Tulsidas, Kabir and Mirabai.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?

a) 1 only 
b) 1 and 2 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3



• The Sattriya form uses a variety of hand gestures and foot 
positions. It also has its own style of music, based on 
classical ragas and the talas (rhythm) of borgeets 
(devotional songs composed by Sankardeva and 
Madhavdeva) and the songs of the one-act-plays.



Q. Consider the following pairs : (2014)

1. Garba : Gujarat
2. Mohiniattam : Odisha
3. Yakshagana : Karnataka
Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched ?

a) 1 only 
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3



Q. Consider the following pairs :
1. Garba : Gujarat
2. Mohiniattam : Odisha
3. Yakshagana : Karnataka
Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched ?

a) 1 only 
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3



Q.) With reference to Manipuri Sankirtana, consider the 
following statements:  (2017)

1) It is a song and dance performance. 
2) Cymbals are the only musical instruments used in the 

performance. 
3) It is performed to narrate the life and deeds of Lord 

Krishna. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1, 2 and 3 
b) 1 and 3 only 
c) 2 and 3 only 
d) 1 only



Q.) With reference to Manipuri Sankirtana, consider the 
following statements: 

1) It is a song and dance performance. 
2) Cymbals are the only musical instruments used in the 

performance. 
3) It is performed to narrate the life and deeds of Lord 

Krishna. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1, 2 and 3 
b) 1 and 3 only 
c) 2 and 3 only 
d) 1 only



Sankirtana encompasses an array of arts performed to mark 
religious occasions and various stages in the life of the 
Vaishnava people of the Manipur plains. Sankirtana practices 
centre on the temple, where performers narrate the lives and 
deeds of Krishna through song and dance. 
• Hence, statement 1 and 3 are correct. In a typical 

performance, two drummers and about ten singerdancers 
perform in a hall or domestic courtyard encircled by seated 
devotees. 

• Hence, statement 2 is not correct.



Questions on Caves of India



Q. With reference to the history of Indian rock- cut 
architecture, consider the following statements: (2013)

1. The cases at Badami are the oldest surviving rock-cut 
caves in India.

2. The Barabar rock-cut cases were originally made for 
Ajivikas by Emperor Chandragupta Maurya.

3. At Ellora, caves were made for different faiths.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) 1 only 
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3



Q. With reference to the history of Indian rock- cut 
architecture, consider the following statements:
1. The cases at Badami are the oldest surviving rock-cut 

caves in India.
2. The Barabar rock-cut cases were originally made for 

Ajivikas by Emperor Chandragupta Maurya.
3. At Ellora, caves were made for different faiths.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) 1 only 
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3



• The Barabar Caves are the oldest surviving rock-cut caves in 
India These rock-cut chambers date back to the 3rd century 
BC, Maurya period, of Ashoka (r. 273 BC to 232 BC.) and his 
son, Dasaratha. These caves were used by ascetics from the 
Ajivika sect, founded by Makkhali Gosala.

• Ellora is a World Heritage Site The 12 Buddhist (caves 1–12), 
17 Hindu (caves 13–29) and 5 Jain (caves 30–34) caves, built 
in proximity, demonstrate the religious harmony prevalent 
during this period of Indian history



Q. With reference to the Indian history of art and culture, consider 
the following pairs : (2014)

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched ?
a) 1 and 2 only b) 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only d) 1, 2 and 3

Famous work of sculpture Site
1. A grand image of Buddha’s Mahaparinirvana with 

numerous celestial musicians above and the 
sorrowful figures of his followers below

Ajanta

2. A huge image of Varaha Avatar (boar incarnation) 
of Vishnu, as he rescues Goddess Earth from the 
deep and chaotic waters, sculpted on rock. 

Mount Abu

3. Arjuna's Penance"/ "Descent of Ganga" sculpted on 
the surface of huge boulders 

Mamallapuram



Q. With reference to the Indian history of art and culture, consider 
the following pairs :

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched ?
a) 1 and 2 only b) 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only d) 1, 2 and 3

Famous work of sculpture Site
1. A grand image of Buddha’s Mahaparinirvana with 

numerous celestial musicians above and the 
sorrowful figures of his followers below

Ajanta

2. A huge image of Varaha Avatar (boar incarnation) 
of Vishnu, as he rescues Goddess Earth from the 
deep and chaotic waters, sculpted on rock. 

Mount Abu

3. Arjuna's Penance"/ "Descent of Ganga" sculpted on 
the surface of huge boulders 

Mamallapuram



Q.) What is/are common to the two historical places known 
as Ajanta and Mahabalipuram?  (2016)

1) Both were built in the same period. 
2) Both belong to the same religious denomination. 
3) Both have rock-cut monuments. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below:

a) 1 and 2 only 
b) 3 only 
c) 1 and 3 only 
d) None of the statements given above is correct.



• The Ajanta Caves in Maharashtra, a World Heritage Site, are 
30 rock-cut cave Buddhist temples carved into the sheer 
vertical side of a gorge near a waterfall-fed pool located in 
the hills of the Sahyadri mountains. Guntapalle is a rock-cut 
cave site near Eluru. 

• The other important site where rock-cut stupas have been 
excavated is Anakapalle near Vishakhapatanam. 

• The Pallavas were one of the ancient South Indian dynasties 
that were active in the Andhra region from the second 
century CE onwards and moved south to settle in Tamil 
Nadu. 

• Their early buildings, it is generally assumed, were rockcut, 
while the later ones were structural. 



• The tradition of rock-cut cave continued in the Deccan and 
they are found not only in Maharashtra but also in 
Karnataka, mainly at Badami and Aihole, executed under 
the patronage of the Chalukyas; in Andhra Pradesh in the 
area of Vijayawada; and in Tamil Nadu, mainly at 
Mahabalipuram, under the patronage of the Pallavas.



Q.) The painting of Bodhisattva Padmapani is one of the 
most famous and oft - illustrated paintings at  (2017)

a) Ajanta 
b) Badami 
c) Bagh 
d) Ellora



Q.) The painting of Bodhisattva Padmapani is one of the 
most famous and oft - illustrated paintings at 

a) Ajanta 
b) Badami 
c) Bagh 
d) Ellora



• The painting is on the back wall of the interior hall before 
the shrine - antechamber in Cave No. 1 at Ajanta dating 
back to the late fifth century CE. The Boddhisattva is 
holding a padma (lotus), has large shoulders, and has three 
bents in the body creating a movement in the picture space. 
The modelling is soft. The figure of the Boddhisattva is 
wearing a big crown in which detailed rendering is visible.



Questions on 
Travellers to India



Q. The Chinese traveler Yuan Chwang (Hiuen Tsang) who 
visited India recorded the general conditions and culture of 
India at that time. In this context, which of the following 
statements is/are correct? (2013)
1. The roads and river-routes were completely immune from 
robbery.
2. As regards punishment for offences, ordeals by fire, water 
and poison were the instruments for determining the 
innocence or guilt of a person.
3. The tradesmen had to pay duties at ferries and barrier 
stations.
Select the correct answer using the codes given below.

a) 1only b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only d) 1, 2 and 3



Q. The Chinese traveler Yuan Chwang (Hiuen Tsang) who 
visited India recorded the general conditions and culture of 
India at that time. In this context, which of the following 
statements is/are correct?
1. The roads and river-routes were completely immune from 
robbery.
2. As regards punishment for offences, ordeals by fire, water 
and poison were the instruments for determining the 
innocence or guilt of a person.
3. The tradesmen had to pay duties at ferries and barrier 
stations.
Select the correct answer using the codes given below.

a) 1only b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only d) 1, 2 and 3



• Violent crime was rare, but the roads and river routes were 
exposed to brigands as Hiuen - tsang fell victim to them 
more than once. Criminal law was exceptionally severe. 
Imprisonment for life was the ordinary penalty for violation 
of the statute law and conspiracy against the sovereign; 
prisoners were not treated as human beings. but on festive 
and joyous occasions they were, however, released. The 
punishment were of cruel nature as mutilation of the nose, 
ears, hands or feet being inflicted as the penalty of serious 
offences. Sometimes the offenders were deported to another 
country. Ordeals by fire, water or poison were sometimes 
taken recourse to establish the innocence or guilt of a 
person. The severity of the criminal law acted as a deterrent 
to violation of law.



Q.) Which one of the following foreign travellers 
elaborately discussed about diamonds and diamond mines 
of India? (2018)

a) Francois Bernier 
b) Jean-Baptiste Tavernier 
c) Jean de Thevenot 
d) Abbe Barthelemy Carre



Q.) Which one of the following foreign travellers 
elaborately discussed about diamonds and diamond mines 
of India? 

a) Francois Bernier 
b) Jean-Baptiste Tavernier 
c) Jean de Thevenot 
d) Abbe Barthelemy Carre



• The Hope Diamond, said to be mined in the Kollur mines in 
Andhra Pradesh, and acquired by French gem merchant, 
JeanBaptiste Tavernier, in 1666. It is unclear as to how the 
merchant got the diamond, but according to the 
Smithsonian, Tavernier purchased the 112 3/16 carat 
diamond who then sold it to French King Louis XIV of 
France.



Generic Questions on 
Medieval India



Q. In Medival India, the designations 'Mahattara' and 
'Pattakila' were used for (2014)

a) military officers 
b) village officers
c) specialists in Vedic rituals
d) chiefs of craft guilds



Q. In Medival India, the designations 'Mahattara' and 
'Pattakila' were used for

a) military officers 
b) village officers
c) specialists in Vedic rituals
d) chiefs of craft guilds



Q.) With reference to the economic history of medieval 
India, the term 'Araghatta' refers to (2016)

a) bonded labour 
b) land grant made to military officers 
c) waterwheel used in the irrigation of land 
d) wasteland converted to cultivated land



Q.) With reference to the economic history of medieval 
India, the term 'Araghatta' refers to 

a) bonded labour 
b) land grant made to military officers 
c) waterwheel used in the irrigation of land 
d) wasteland converted to cultivated land



• The 'ara-ghatta' originates from the blend of the words "ara" 
which means talked and "ghatta" which means pot. 

• There is confirmation to contend that this arrangement of 
lifting water from open wells was presumably designed in 
the India of the past.



Questions on 
Martial Art Forms of India



Q. With reference to India's culture and tradition, what is 
‘Kalaripayattu'? (2014)

a) It is an ancient Bhakti cult of Shaivism still prevalent in 
some parts of South India.

b) It is an ancient style bronze and brasswork still found in 
southern part of Coromandel area.

c) It is an ancient form of dance-drama and a living tradition 
in the northern part of Malabar.

d) It is an ancient martial art and a living tradition in some 
parts of South India.



Q. With reference to India's culture and tradition, what is 
'Kalaripayattu'?

a) It is an ancient Bhakti cult of Shaivism still prevalent in 
some parts of South India.

b) It is an ancient style bronze and brasswork still found in 
southern part of Coromandel area.

c) It is an ancient form of dance-drama and a living tradition 
in the northern part of Malabar.

d) It is an ancient martial art and a living tradition in some 
parts of South India.



Questions on 
Mughal Empire



Q. Ibadat Khana at Fatehpur Sikri was  (2014)
a) the mosque for the use of Royal Family
b) Akbar's private prayer chamber.
c) the hall in which Akbar held discussions with scholars of 

various religions.
d) the room in which the nobles belonging in different 

religions gathered to discuss religious affairs.



Q. Ibadat Khana at Fatehpur Sikri was 
a) the mosque for the use of Royal Family
b) Akbar's private prayer chamber.
c) the hall in which Akbar held discussions with scholars 

of various religions.
d) the room in which the nobles belonging in different 

religions gathered to discuss religious affairs.



6. Consider the following:  (2015)

The arrival of Babur into India led to the

1) introduction of gunpowder in the subcontinent 
2) introduction of the arch and dome in the region's 

architecture 

3) establishment of Timurid dynasty in the region 
Select the correct answer using the codes given below:

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 



6. Consider the following: 

The arrival of Babur into India led to the

1) introduction of gunpowder in the subcontinent 
2) introduction of the arch and dome in the region's 

architecture 

3) establishment of Timurid dynasty in the region 
Select the correct answer using the codes given below:

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 



• Gunpowder was known in India earlier than Babur's rule. 
Babur was a descendant of Timurid dynasty or clan of 
Turco-Mongol lineage, descended from the warlord Timur 
and led to the establishment of Timurid dynasty in the 
region. 



5. Consider the following pairs : (2015)

Medieval Indian State     Present Region 

1) Champaka                      Central India 

2) Durgara                           Jammu 

3) Kuluta                              Malabar 

Which of the above pairs is/are correctly matched ? 

a) 1 and 2 

b) 2 only 

c) 1 and 3  

d) 3 only 



5. Consider the following pairs : 

Medieval Indian State     Present Region 

1) Champaka                      Central India 

2) Durgara                           Jammu 

3) Kuluta                              Malabar 

Which of the above pairs is/are correctly matched? 

a) 1 and 2 

b) 2 only 

c) 1 and 3  

d) 3 only 



• Champaka is modern day Chamba, Kuluta is Kullu and 
Durgara is Jammu.



Q.) With reference to Mughal India, what is/are the 
difference/differences between Jagirdar and Zamindar? (2019)

1) Jagirdars were holders or land assignments in lieu of judicial 
and police duties, whereas Zamindars were holders of 
revenue rights without obligation to perform any duty other 
than revenue collection. 

2) Land assignments to Jagirdars were hereditary and revenue 
rights or Zamindars were not hereditary. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below:
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2



Q.) With reference to Mughal India, what is/are the 
difference/differences between Jagirdar and Zamindar? 

1) Jagirdars were holders or land assignments in lieu of 
judicial and police duties, whereas Zamindars were 
holders of revenue rights without obligation to perform 
any duty other than revenue collection. 

2) Land assignments to Jagirdars were hereditary and 
revenue rights or Zamindars were not hereditary. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below:
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2



• The Sultan was the fountain pen of judiciary system in 
Mughal period. He was all in all in the state .He was 
responsible for any kind of error in the state. The second 
agency of judiciary was the Qazi. Qazi had a bigger role in 
the judiciary system in the state and he held the court and 
gave justice. Whereas Jagirdars were those mansabdars who 
were given salary in lieu of military service in terms of 
jagirs(land). Hence statement 1 is not correct. The judicial 
and police functions were performed locally by zamindars.

• An important feature of the jagir system was shifting of 
jagir -holders from one jagir to another for administrative 
reasons. This system of transfers checked the jagirdars from 
developing local roots. Thus jagirs were transferable and 
could be seized too. Zamindars on the other hand were 
hereditary. The zamindars were present in practically



• every part of the Mughal Empire and held the 
most significant position in the agrarian 
structure of Mughal India. Hence statement 2 is 
not correct.



Q.) With reference to Mian Tansen, which one of the 
following statements is not correct? (2019)

a) Tansen was the title given to him by Emperor Akbar. 

b) Tansen composed Dhrupada on Hindu gods and 
goddesses. 

c) Tansen composed songs on his patrons. 

d) Tansen invented many Ragas. 



Q.) With reference to Mian Tansen, which one of the 
following statements is not correct? 

a) Tansen was the title given to him by Emperor Akbar. 

b) Tansen composed Dhrupada on Hindu gods and 
goddesses. 

c) Tansen composed songs on his patrons. 

d) Tansen invented many Ragas. 



• Tansen was the most important musician during the reign 
of Akbar & is credited with composing many ragas. Tansen 
was one of the best known dhrupad singers and one of the 
nine jewels of Emperor Akbar's court. He composed songs 
on his patrons. Tansen was the title given to him by Raja 
Vikramjit of Gwalior. Tansen was a court musician in the 
darbar of Raja Ramachandra of Bandavagarh (Rewa). 

• When Akbar heard of his prodigious talent, he sent a 
‘firman’ to the king asking for Tansen and made him one of 
the Navaratnas in his court. He gave him the title of ‘Mian’. 
Hence all the statements are correct except statement (a).



Q.) Who among the following Mughal Emperors shifted 
emphasis from illustrated manuscripts to album and 
individual portrait? (2019)

a) Humayun 

b) Akbar 

c) Jahangir 

d) Shah Jahan



Q.) Who among the following Mughal Emperors shifted 
emphasis from illustrated manuscripts to album and 
individual portrait? 

a) Humayun 

b) Akbar 

c) Jahangir 

d) Shah Jahan



• With the establishment of the Mughal empire, the Mughal 
School of painting originated in the reign of Akbar in 1560 
A.D. Emperor Akbar was keenly interested in the art of 
painting and architecture. During his reign, an illustrated 
manuscript of the Tuti-nama appears to be the first work of the 
Mughal School. The style of painting in this manuscript shows 
the Mughal style in its formative stage. Shortly after that, 
between 1564-69 A.D. was completed a very ambitious project 
in the form of Hamzanama illustrations on cloth, originally 
consisting of 1400 leaves in seventeen volumes. Each leaf 
measured about 27"x20". The style of Hamzanama is more 
developed and refined than that of the Tutinama.

• Under Jahangir, painting acquired greater charm, refinement 
and dignity. He had great fascination for nature and took 
delight in the portraiture of birds, animals and flowers.



Questions on 
Languages of India



Q. Consider the following languages : (2014)
1. Gujarati
2. Kannada
3. Telugu
Which of the above has/have been declared as 'Classical 
Language/Languages' by the Government ?

a) 1 and 2 only 
b) 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3
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3. Telugu
Which of the above has/have been declared as 'Classical 
Language/Languages' by the Government ?

a) 1 and 2 only 
b) 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3



Questions on 
Viajayanagara and Bahmani 

Kingdom



8. Who of the following founded a new city on the south 
bank of a tributary to river Krishna and undertook to rule 
his new kingdom as the agent of a deity to whom all the 
land south of the river Krishna was supposed to belong ?  
(2015)

a) Amoghavarsha I 

b) Ballala II 

c) Harihara I 

d) Prataparudra II 



8. Who of the following founded a new city on the south 
bank of a tributary to river Krishna and undertook to rule 
his new kingdom as the agent of a deity to whom all the 
land south of the river Krishna was supposed to belong ? 

a) Amoghavarsha I 

b) Ballala II 

c) Harihara I 

d) Prataparudra II 



• Vijayanagara or “city of victory” was the name of both a city 
and an empire. The empire was founded in the fourteenth 
century. In its heyday it stretched from the river Krishna in 
the north to the extreme south of the peninsula, in the 
Krishna-Tungabhadra doab. It was founded by Harihara 
and Bukka, in 1336. In the memories of people living in the 
KrishnaTungabhadra doab, they remembered it as Hampi, a 
name derived from that of the local mother goddess, 
Pampadevi. 



Q.) Regarding the taxation system of Krishna Deva, the 
ruler of Vijayanagar, consider the following statements: 
(2016)
1. The tax rate on land was fixed depending on the quality of 

the land.
2. Private owners of workshops paid an industries tax. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2



Q.) Regarding the taxation system of Krishna Deva, the 
ruler of Vijayanagar, consider the following statements: 
1. The tax rate on land was fixed depending on the quality of 

the land.
2. Private owners of workshops paid an industries tax. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2



• Vijayanagara rulers followed an oppressive taxation policy. 
The prosperity of the empire can be explained through their 
taxation principles in the following lines. 
• They collected variety of taxes ranging on the nature of 

lands. 
• The villages were classified into eight types for tax purpose. 
They were: 
• The brahmadeya villages.
• The devadana villages.
• The mathapura villages.
• The sarvamanya villages.
• The kodagi lands.



• Rakta-kodagal lands.
• Guttagi lands
• The rest of the villages or lands. 
The first four types prevailed prior to the Vijayanagar times. 
Private owners also paid industries taxes. Merchant guilds 
were empowered to levy taxes on goods manufactured, sold 
or transported.



Q.) Building ‘Kalyaana Mandapas’ was a notable feature in 
the temple construction in the kingdom of  (2019)

a) Chalukya 

b) Chandela 

c) Rashtrakuta 

d) Vijayanagara



Q.) Building ‘Kalyaana Mandapas’ was a notable feature in 
the temple construction in the kingdom of 

a) Chalukya 

b) Chandela 

c) Rashtrakuta 

d) Vijayanagara



• A kalyana mandapa was meant to celebrate divine 
weddings in Vijayanagara Empire.



Questions on 
Sangam Age



Q.) In the context of the history of India, consider the 
following pairs: (2016)
      Term               Description 

1) Eripatti: Land, revenue from which was set apart for the 
maintenance of the village tank 

2) Taniyurs : Villages donated to a single Brahmin or a group of 
Brahmins

3) Ghatikas : Colleges generally attached to the temples
Which of the pairs given above correctly matched? 

a) 1 and 2 
b) 3 only 
c) 2 and 3 
d) 1 and 3



Q.) In the context of the history of India, consider the 
following pairs: 
      Term               Description 

1) Eripatti: Land, revenue from which was set apart for the 
maintenance of the village tank 

2) Taniyurs : Villages donated to a single Brahmin or a group of 
Brahmins
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• Taniyur, is a large village under Chola administrative 
division. 

• Eripatti was a special category of land known in South 
india. This land was donated by individuals, revenue from 
which was set apart for the maintenance of the village tank. 

• Land grants and generous donations were given to 
educational institutions like Ghatikas and Mathas. Mathas 
were residential schools for early education in Pallava 
kingdoms.



Questions on 
Mauryan Empire



Q.) Who of the following had first deciphered the edicts of 
Emperor Ashoka?  (2016)

a) Georg Buhler 
b) James Prinsep 
c) Max Muller 
d) William Jones



Q.) Who of the following had first deciphered the edicts of 
Emperor Ashoka? 

a) Georg Buhler 
b) James Prinsep 
c) Max Muller 
d) William Jones



• It was James Prinsep in 1837 who succeeded in deciphering 
an ancient inscription on a large stone pillar in Delhi which 
was the edict of Emperor Ashoka.



Q.) Who among the following rulers advised his subjects 
through this inscription? "Whosoever praises his religious 
sect or blames other sects out of excessive devotion to his 
own sect, with the view of glorifying his own sect, he rather 
injures his own sect very severely."  (2020)

a) Ashoka 
b) Samudragupta 
c) Harshavardhana 
d) Krishnadeva Raya



Q.) Who among the following rulers advised his subjects 
through this inscription? "Whosoever praises his religious 
sect or blames other sects out of excessive devotion to his 
own sect, with the view of glorifying his own sect, he rather 
injures his own sect very severely." 

a) Ashoka 
b) Samudragupta 
c) Harshavardhana 
d) Krishnadeva Raya



• Major Rock Edict XII of Ashoka: Beloved-of-the-Gods, 
King Piyadasi, honors both ascetics and the 
householders of all religions, and he honors them 
with gifts and honors of various kinds.

• But Beloved-of-the-Gods, King Piyadasi, does not value 
gifts and honors as much as he values this - - that there 
should be growth in the essentials of all religions.

• Growth in essentials can be done in different ways, but all 
of them have as their root restraint in speech, that is, not 
praising one's own religion, or condemning the religion of 
others without good cause. And if there is cause for 
criticism, it should be done in a mild way. But it is better to 
honor other religions for this reason. By so doing, one's own 
religion benefits, and so do other religions, while



doing otherwise harms one's own religion and the 
religions of others. Whoever praises his own 
religion, due to excessive devotion, and condemns 
others with the thought "Let me glorify my own 
religion," only harms his own religion. 
• Therefore contact (between religions) is good.[24] One 

should listen to and respect the doctrines professed by 
others. Beloved -of - the -Gods, King Piyadasi, desires that 
all should be well -learned in the good doctrines of other 
religions. 



Questions on 
Gupta Empire



Q.) Which one of the following books of ancient India has 
the love story of the son of the founder of Sunga dynasty?  
(2016)

a) Swapnavasavadatta 
b) Malavikagnimitra 
c) Meghadoota
d) Ratnavali 



Q.) Which one of the following books of ancient India has 
the love story of the son of the founder of Sunga dynasty?  
(2016)

a) Swapnavasavadatta 
b) Malavikagnimitra 
c) Meghadoota
d) Ratnavali 



• Kalidasa is the most distinguished dramatist and his 
treatment of the rasa of love in all its possible 
manifestations in the three plays Malavikagnimitra 
(Malavika and Agnimitra), Vikramorvasiya (Vikram and 
Urvasi) and Abhigyana Shakuntala (the recognition of 
Shakuntala) is unparalleled. He is the poet of love and 
beauty, and believes in the affirmation of life, the joy of 
which lies in pure, sacred and ever-widening love.



Q.) With reference to the cultural history of India, the 
memorizing of chronicles, dynastic histories and epic tales 
was the profession of who of the following?  (2016)

a) Shramana 
b) Parivraajaka 
c) Agrahaarika 
d) Maagadha



Q.) With reference to the cultural history of India, the 
memorizing of chronicles, dynastic histories and epic tales 
was the profession of who of the following? 

a) Shramana 
b) Parivraajaka 
c) Agrahaarika 
d) Maagadha



• During Gupta period, the memorizing of chronicles, 
dynastic histories or epic tales was the work of a different 
group of people, the sutas and magadhas.



Q.) With refence to forced labour (Vishti) in India during 
the Gupta period, which one of the following statements is 
correct? (2019)

a) It was considered a source of income for the State, a sort of 
tax paid by the people. 

b) It was totally absent in the Madhya Pradesh and Kathiawar 
region of the Gupta Empire. 

c) The forced labourer was entitled to weekly wages. 
d) The eldest son of the labourer was sent as the forced 

labourer.



Q.) With refence to forced labour (Vishti) in India during 
the Gupta period, which one of the following statements is 
correct? 

a) It was considered a source of income for the State, a sort 
of tax paid by the people. 

b) It was totally absent in the Madhya Pradesh and Kathiawar 
region of the Gupta Empire. 

c) The forced labourer was entitled to weekly wages. 
d) The eldest son of the labourer was sent as the forced 

labourer.



• Forced labour (vishti) is a forced labour which became more 
common than before in 300 -600C. It is mentioned 
alongwith taxes in land grant inscriptions which suggests 
that it was considered as a source of income for the state, a 
sort of tax paid by the people.



Q.) With reference to the scholars/litterateurs of ancient 
India, consider the following statements:  (2020)

1) Panini is associated with Pushyamitra Shunga. 
2) Amarasimha is associated with Harshavardhana. 
3) Kalidasa is associated with Chandra Gupta-II. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 2 only 
b) 2 and 3 only 
c) 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3 



Q.) With reference to the scholars/litterateurs of ancient 
India, consider the following statements: 

1) Panini is associated with Pushyamitra Shunga. 
2) Amarasimha is associated with Harshavardhana. 
3) Kalidasa is associated with Chandra Gupta-II. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 2 only 
b) 2 and 3 only 
c) 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3 



• Paṇini (4th century BCE or “6th to 5th century BCE”) was an 
ancient Sanskrit grammarian, and a revered scholar in ancient 
India. Considered the father of linguistics, Paṇini likely lived 
in the northwest Indian subcontinent during the 
Mahajanapada era. Hence statement 1 is not correct. He is 
said to have been born in Shalatula of ancient Gandhara, a 
small town at the junction of the Indus and Kabul rivers, 
Pakistan. Pāṇini is known for his text Ashtadhyayi, a 
sutra-style treatise on Sanskrit grammar,3,959 “verses” or 
rules on linguistics syntax and semantics “eight chapters” 
which is the foundational text of the Vyākaraṇa branch of the 
Vedanga. Ashtadhyayi is admired for its simplicity and its 
rigorous and consistent use of meta language. Sutras are like 
mathematical formulae. So, a lot of information can be given 
using a few words. And since Panini uses sutras, the 
Ashtadhyayi is crisp. Panini also lays down rules to resolve



conflicts between sutras. Ashtadhyayi is augmented 
with ancillary texts such as Sivasutras (special order of 
phonemes); dhatupatha (list of verbal roots); 
ganapatha (various sets of nouns) and linganusaasana 
(system for deciding the gender). 
• Pushyamitra Sunga (185 BC TO 151 BC): Pushyamitra Shunga 

was the founder and first ruler of the Shunga Empire in East 
India. He was a follower of Hinduism. Pushyamitra was 
originally a Senapati "General" of the Maurya Empire. In 185 
BCE he assassinated the last Mauryan Emperor, Brihadratha 
Maurya, during an army review, and proclaimed himself 
emperor. Chandragupta II, also called Vikramaditya, powerful 
emperor (reigned c. 380 –c. 415 ce) of northern India. He was 
the son of Samudra Gupta and grandson of Chandragupta I. 
During his reign, 



art, architecture, and sculpture flourished, and the cultural 
development of ancient India reached its climax. Chandragupta - II 
was known for his deep interest in art and culture and nine gems 
or Navratna adorned his court. 
• The group comprised of 

• Kalidasa 
• Vetala Bhatta 
• Varahamihira 
• Vararuchi 

• Amarasimha 
• Dhanvantari 
• kshapanak 
• Shanku 
• Ghatakarpura



Kalidasa 
• Kalidasa was a famous Sanskrit writer and poet in the court 

of Chandragupta II (Vikramaditya). 
• Kalidasa was the author of three famous plays. 
• Abhijnanasakuntalam :tells the story of King Dushyanta 

and Shakuntala.
• Malavikagnimitram -tells the story love of King Agnimitra 

with Malavika.
• Raghuvamsa (“Raghu Dynasty “) and 
• Kumarasambhava.



Amarasimha
• Amarasimha was one of the nine Gems in the court of 

Vikramaditya of Gupta era. 
• He is notably known for his famous Sanskrit thesaurus 

Amarakosha. 
• It is also known as Namalinganushasana.



Q.) Which of the following phrases defines the nature of 
the Hundi' generally referred to in the sources of the post 
Harsha period? 

a) An advisory issued by the king to his subordinates 
b) A diary to be maintained for daily accounts 
c) A bill of exchange 
d) An order from the feudal lord to his subordinates



Q.) Which of the following phrases defines the nature of 
the Hundi' generally referred to in the sources of the post 
Harsha period? 

a) An advisory issued by the king to his subordinates 
b) A diary to be maintained for daily accounts 
c) A bill of exchange 
d) An order from the feudal lord to his subordinates



• In India, instruments of credit have been in use since time 
immemorial and are popularly known as Hundies.

• The movement of goods during Medieval period was 
facilitated by the growth of a financial system which 
permitted easy transfer of money from one part of the 
country to another. 

• This was done through the use of Hundis. The Hundis was 
a letter of credit payable after a period of time at a discount. 



Q.) With reference to the history of India, the terms 
"kulyavapa" and "dronavapa" denote  (2020)

a) measurement of land 
b) coins of different monetary value 
c) classification of urban land 
d) religious rituals



Q.) With reference to the history of India, the terms 
"kulyavapa" and "dronavapa" denote 

a) measurement of land 
b) coins of different monetary value 
c) classification of urban land 
d) religious rituals



• Gupta Economy: The agricultural crops constituted 
the main resources which the society produced and 
the major part of the revenue of the state came from 
the agriculture. Various types of land are 
mentioned in the inscriptions; land under 
cultivation was usually called Kshetra, Khila was 
the uncultivable land, Aprahata was the jungle or 
forest land, Gopata Sarah was the pasture land and 
Vasti was the habitable land. Different land 
measures were known in different regions such as 
Nivartana, Kulyavapa and Dronavapa. In the 
inscriptions of Bengal terms like Kulyavapa and 
Dronavapa are used. It is not possible to classify the 
regions precisely according to the crops grown, but 
all the major categories of crops – cereals like 
barley, wheat and paddy, different varieties of 
pulses, grams and vegetables as well as cash crops 
like cotton and sugarcane – were known long 
before the Gupta period and continued to be 
cultivated. 



Q.) With reference to the period of Gupta dynasty in ancient 
India, the towns Ghantasala, Kadura and Chaul were well 
known as  (2020)

a) ports handling foreign trade 
b) capitals of powerful kingdoms 
c) places of exquisite stone art and architecture 
d) important Buddhist pilgrimage centres
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known as 

a) ports handling foreign trade 
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c) places of exquisite stone art and architecture 
d) important Buddhist pilgrimage centres



Indian examples of Ancient submerged Port Towns
• In India evidences of ship building, port and warehouses 

installations are datable to Harappan culture. The important 
Harappan and late Harappan ports were Lothal, 
Lakhabawal, Kindarkhera, Kuntasi, Megham, Prabhasa, 
Todio, Amra. The excavations of these sites have yielded 
antiquities of Bahrain island, Persian gulf, Egypt and 
Mesopotmia cities. 

• The same maritime traditions continued even during the life 
time of Buddha, the Mauryas, the Gupta and in later period. 
During historical period India had trade and cultural 
contacts with Egypt, Rome, Greeks, Arabs, China and all 
most all Southeast Asian countries. through these ports.



• The ports on the west coast were Barygaya, Suppara, 
Calliena, Semylla, Mandagore, Palaepatme, Malizigara, 
Aurranobbas, Byzantine, Naura, Tyndis, Muziris and 
Nelcynda and the ports on the east coast were Tamralipti, 
Charitrapur, Paluru, Dantapur, Kalingapatnam, Pithunda, 
Sopatma, Ghantasala, Poduca, Puhar, Korkai and Camara.

• Merchants thronging sea -port towns like Mamallapuram, 
Puhar, and Korkai; or busy customs officials, and those 
engaged in loading and unloading vessels in the harbor. The 
wealth of the Roman Empire reached India through the 
ports of Kalyan, Chaul, Broach, and Cambay in Western 
India.



• Tamralipti was an important port in Bengal. It carried on 
trade with China, Lanka, Java and Sumatra. In the Andhra 
region, the ports were Kadura and Ghantasala, 
Kaveripattanam (Puhar) and Tondail were the ports of the 
Pandya region. The ports of Kottayam and Muziris were on 
the Malabar coast. There was a great maritime trade 
between India and Southeast Asia and China.



Questions on 
Medieval India - Regional Kingdoms



Q.) Which one of the following was a very important 
seaport in the Kakatiya kingdom? (2017)

a) Kakinada 
b) Motupalli 
c) Machilipatnam (Masulipatnam) 
d) Nelluru



Q.) Which one of the following was a very important 
seaport in the Kakatiya kingdom? 

a) Kakinada 
b) Motupalli 
c) Machilipatnam (Masulipatnam) 
d) Nelluru



• Motupalli was the chief port of the Kakatiyas and this port 
was visited by the Venitian traveller, Marco Polo.



Questions on Medieval India Culture



Q.) With reference to the cultural history of India, consider 
the following statements: (2018)

1) White marble was used in making Buland Darwaza and 
Khankah at Fatehpur Sikri. 

2) Red sandstone and marble were used in making Bara 
Imambara and Rumi Darwaza at Lucknow. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2
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• Buland Darwaza at Fatehpur Sikri is the most iconic 
architectural accomplishment of Akbar’s reign. It 
incorporates almost all the essential features of Akbar’s 
architectural traditions: red sandstone, stone carvings, relief 
by inserting white marble, etc. This monumental gate, 
however, was probably less intended to commemorate a 
military victory than to underscore Akbar’s links with the 
Chishti order. Its surface is covered by marble slabs 
inscribed with Quranic verses promising paradise to true 
believers, appropriate for the entrance into a khanqah, a 
complex intended for meditation and devotion.



• AsafiImambara, or Bara Imambara, of Lucknow was built to 
give employment and revenue to the public. Resources were 
strained, a peak had been reached in architectural style, and 
a certain decadence had crept in. To overcome these, the 
Nawabs used a more economical style in architecture, 
which also gave a touch of lightness to the buildings.

• Instead of stones and marble, brick and lime were used. 
Stucco ornamentation (gajkari) was used to decorate the 
monuments, giving it a deep relief effect even on flat walls. 
Mother of pearl and shells deposited in lake beds were used 
in the stucco ornamentation n to give a shine finer than 
marble. 



• The local masons cleverly used the brick, with its small size 
and thickness, to form remarkably fine details on the wall 
and column surfaces. It’s a testimony to their skill that they 
could adapt lowly material to such wonderful effect: 
balusters were imitated in clay supported on iron rods. 
Similarly, pottery was used for roof finials and ornaments. 
This skill can be seen in the delicately built Rumi Darwaza 
that was the main gateway to the Bara Imambara. It was 
called so because the design of the structure bears 
resemblance to an ancient gateway at Constantinople. It’s 
also called the “Turkish Gateway”. The word Rumi means 
Roman, and the name was probably given due to the 
gateway’s design having traces of Roman architecture.



Q.) Consider the following events in the history of India:  
(2020)

1) Rise of Pratiharas under King Bhoja
2) Establishment of Pallava power under Mahendravarman-I 
3) Establishment of Chola power by Purantaka 
4) Pala dynasty founded by Gopala 
What is the correct chronological order of the above events, 
starting from the earliest time? 

a) 2-1-4-3 
b) 3-1-4-2 
c) 2-4-1-3 
d) 3-4-1-2
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• The Gurjara Pratihara dynasty was founded by Nagabhatta I 
in the region of Malwa in the 8th century AD. He belonged to 
a Rajput clan. Gurjara-Pratihara dynasty ruled much of 
Northern India from the mid-8th to the 11th century. The 
Pratiharas, derived their name from the Sanskrit meaning 
doorkeeper, are seen as a tribal group or a clan of the Gurjaras. 
The greatest ruler of the Pratihara dynasty was Mihir Bhoja 
(836–885 CE). He recovered Kannauj (Kanyakubja) by 836 A.D, 
and it remained the capital of the Pratiharas for almost a 
century. The Pallavas were a powerful ancient dynasty that 
ruled a huge part of Southern India, including present day 
Tamil Nadu, between the 6th and 9th centuries AD, with 
Kanchipuram as their capital. The Pallavas reached their 
zenith during the reign of Mahendravarman I (c. 600–630), a 
contemporary of Harsha and Pulakeshin II.



Mahendravarman I 
• He was a Pallava King who succeeded Simhavishnu and 

reigned for c. 600–630. He was a great patron of art and 
architecture and is known for introducing a new style to 
Dravidian architecture, which is sometimes referred to as 
“Mahendra style.” He built temples at Panamalai, 
Mandagapattu and Kanchipuram.

• The inscription at Mandagapattu mentions 
Mahendravarman I with numerous titles such as: 
Vichitrachitta (curious -minded) Chitrakarapuli (tiger 
among artists) Chaityakari (temple builder).



• The Cholas became prominent in the ninth century and 
established an empire comprising the major portion of 
South India. Their capital was Tanjore. The Chola ruler 
Parantaka succeeded his father Aditya I(Aditya I or Aditya 
Chola, the son of Vijayalaya Chola, is the second ruler of the 
Medieval Cholas) on the throne in 907 and ruled for forty - 
eight years. Soon after his accession, as early as 910, he 
invaded the Pandyan country and assumed the title 
Maduraikonda (‘Capturer of Madura’). The Pala Empire 
was an imperial power during the post -classical period (8th 
and 9th century AD) which originated in the Bengal region. 
The empire was founded with the election of Gopala as the 
emperor of Gauda in 750 CE . 

Hence correct sequence is 2 - 4 - 1 – 3.



Questions on Post Indian Independence



Q.) Who among the following were the founders of the 
"Hind Mazdoor Sabha" established in 1948?  (2018)

a) B. Krishna Pillai, E.M.S. Namboodiripad and K.C. George 
b) Jayaprakash Narayan, DeenDayal Upadhyay and M.N. 

Roy 
c) C.P. Ramaswamy Iyer, K. Kamaraj and 

VeeresalingamPantulu 
d) Ashok Mehta, T.S. Ramanujan and G.G. Mehta
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• The Hind Mazdoor Sabha (HMS) is a National Trade Union 
Centre in India. It was founded in Hawrah on 24.12.1948 by 
Socialist, Forward Bloc follower and independent unionists. Its 
founders included Basawan Singh (Sinha), Ashok Mehta, R.S. 
Ruikar, Mani Benkara, ShibnathBenerajee, R.K. Khedgikar, T.S. 
Ramanujam, VS. Mathur, G.G. Mehta. Mr. R.S. Ruikar was 
elected president and Ashok Mehta as its General Secretary. 
The HMS absorbed the Royists Indian Federation of Labour 
and the Socialist Hind Mazdoor Panchayat. The Hind 
Mazdoor Sabha was intended to be a third force in Indian 
trade unionism, balancing between INTUC on one side and 
AITUC on the other. INTUC was discarded because it was 
believed to be under the control of the government and 
AITUC was rejected because it was controlled by the 
Communist Party. The independence of trade unions from the 
Government, the employers and political parties is the basic 
feature of HMS.



Q.) Consider the following events: (2018)
1) The first democratically elected communist party 

government formed in a State in India. 
2) India's then largest bank, 'Imperial Bank of India', was 

renamed 'State Bank of India’. 
3) Air India was nationalised and became the national carrier. 4. 

Goa became a part of independent India. 
Which of the following is the correct chronological sequence 
of the above events? 

a) 4 - 1 - 2 – 3 
b) 3 - 2 - 1 - 4 
c) 4 - 2 - 1 – 3 
d) 3 - 1 - 2 - 4
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• 01-08-1953 Air India nationalised and becomes India’s 
national carrier 01-07-1955 India’s largest bank Imperial 
Bank of India renamed as State Bank of India 05-04-1957 
First democratically elected Communist Party government 
outside Europe gets to power in Kerala with CPI leader 
EMS Namboodiripad as the Chief Minister 19-12-1961 Goa 
is officially ceded to India after 400 years of Portuguese rule.



Questions on Delhi Sultanate



Q.) Consider the following statements: (2019)
1) In the revenue administration of Delhi Sultanate, the 

in-charge of revenue collection was known as ‘Amil’. 
2) The Iqta system of Sultans of Delhi was an ancient 

indigenous institution. 
3) The office of ‘Mir Bakshi’ came into existence during the 

reign of Khalji Sultans of Delhi. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 
b) 1 and 2 only 
c) 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3 
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• In the revenue administration of Delhi Sultanate, the 
incharge of revenue collection was known as ‘Amil’. Hence 
statement 1 is correct.

• The initial Turkish conquests in India in the early 13th 
century displaced many local chiefs. In order to consolidate, 
the Turkish rulers made revenue assignments (iqta), in lieu 
of cash, to their nobles. So, Iqtas were provinces or spheres 
of influence which were put under the charge of officers 
called 'Iqtadars' (governors). lqta is an Arabic word and the 
institution had been in force in the early lslamic world as a 
form of reward for services to the state. It was used in the 
Caliphate administration as a way of financing operations 
and paying civil and military officers. It was not an ancient 
indigenous institution. Hence statement 2 is not correct. 



• In Akbar's administration, the military department was 
headed by Mir Bakshi which looked after all matters 
pertaining to the military administration. He was also 
considered as the head of nobility. Hence statement 3 is not 
correct.



Miscellaneous Questions



Q. With reference to the scientific progress of ancient India, 
which of the statements given below are correct?(2012)

1. Different kinds of specialized surgical instruments were in 
common use by 1st century AD.

2. Transplant of internal organs in the human body had beginning 
of 3rd century AD.

3. The concept of sine of an angle was known in 5th century AD.
4. The concept of cyclic quadrilaterals was known in 7th century 

AD.

Select the correct answer using the codes given below:
a) 1 and 2 only 
b) 3 and 4 only
c) 1, 3 and 4 only 
d) 1, 2, 3 and 4
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Q. With reference to the guilds (Shreni) of ancient India 
that played a very important role in the country’s economy, 
which of the following statements is/are correct? (2012)
1. Every guild was registered with the central authority of 

the State and the king was the chief administrative 
authority on them.

2. The wages, rules of work, standards and prices were fixed 
by the guild.

3. The guild had judicial powers over its own members.
Select the correct answer using the codes given below:

a) 1 and 2 only 
b) 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3
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