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Kinds of questions:

Straightforward - Directly topics of the syllabus asked

Interlinkages/ Derivative - Pushes to interlink with topics and 
examples from other parts of the paper + builds on an existing 
concept to be exemplified given contemporary circumstances. 

Analytical - Deconstruct a sub-topic/ issue from a larger 
syllabus topic requiring to be substantiated with examples and 
scholarly views. 



1. a) Normative approach in political science:

ÅNormative approach linked with traditional 
approach to political science. 

ÅFocus on what ought to be than what is Ą stresses on 
certain values or norms that are seen as universally 
valid that need to be attained. 

ÅIssues with normative approach and move towards 
modern approaches with behaviouralism. 

ÅReaching a middle ground. 





1. (b) Multicultural perspective of rights

ÅRights as claims.

ÅWhat kinds of rights? Ą different waves.

ÅWhat is multiculturalism and what kinds of rights 
does it stress on? Ą Interñgroup and intra -group

ÅTheories of multicultural rights by scholars Ą
Kymlickaõsgroup -differentiated rights: 1) self-
government rights; 2) polyethnic rights; and 3) 
special representation rights; Iris Marion Youngõs 
differentiated citizenship rights. 

ÅAt the same time need a foundational base for 
fostering multiculturalism and mediating conflicts. 





1.(c)State of Nature as State of War 
(Hobbes)

ÅHobbesõ description of state of nature as state of war-
anarchic and violent. 

ÅReasons for the same?

ÅWhat is the way out?

ÅCritical analysis





1. (d) Foucaultõs concept of power. 

ÅPower as an essentially contested concept. 

ÅPower as oppressive vs structural vs productive. 

ÅFoucaultõs idea of power as diffused across societies 
through micro -sites. 

ÅPower as productive- producing identity and 
subjectivity. Give examples of gender identity, 
normal vs abnormal etc. 

ÅPower is everywhere- ideas of discourse and 
governmentality. 





1. (e) Decline of political theory

ÅPhase of decline since mid 20th century- death/ 
decline of political theory. 

Å2 countering reasons stated- Positivists like Easton 
contend political theory stopped playing constructive 
role, those like Germino and Strauss blame over-
emphasis on scienticism. 

ÅRegained importance and especially ascendant since 
1970õs- works of Arendt, Adorno, Marcuse, Rawls, 
Nozick etc. 





2. (a) Success of contemporary democracy lies 
in the state limiting its own power . Explain. 
(20)

ÅDemocracy as an essentially contested concept. 

ÅProcedural democracy may not always lead to 
substantive democracy. 

ÅProblems and receding wave of democracy in 
contemporary world - point to issues in the 
Democracy Index. 

ÅRise of authoritarianism and State power contrary to 
principles of constitutionalism. 





2. (b) Rawls' idea of the ôliberal selfõ is too 
individualistic. Explain, in this context, the 
communitarian critique of Rawls theory of justice. (15)

ÅWhat is Rawlsõ liberal self in theory of justice making 
decisions in the original position? 

ÅA conception of persons as free and equal moral 
beings that will serve as a basis for constructing a 
political morality. 

ÅCommunitarian criticism of this liberal self as abstract 
(Idea of self as impoverished and incoherent- 
Doppelt , abstract- Taylor, disembodied ð Sandel, 
disconnected- Macintyre). 

ÅRawlsian response and correction. 





2. (c) ôCredo of Relevance' in post-
behaviouralism advocates the importance of 
action science. Analyze. (15)

ÅEmergence of post-behaviouralism?

ÅHow it corrects shortcomings of behaviouralism. 

ÅRelevance and Action as the war cry of post 
behaviouralism. 

ÅNeed to address political problems and social change 
as goal of the discipline. Go beyond tools and 
techniques Ą substance. 

ÅRestoration of action based on credible research Ą
calls for political action to solve socio-political crises 
of contemporary societies. 





3. (a) Fascism displays an ambivalent stance 
towards parliamentary democracy. Explain. 
(20)

ÅFascism not a systematic doctrine. 

ÅMixture of incongruent elements. 

ÅCreate mass appeal + mass mobilization Ą control of 
political and economic power by a single leader/ 
party. 

ÅWidespread uncertainty and crisis among people Ą
Search for a messiah Ą demagoguery (Invoke 
Aristotleõs disdain of democracy turning to 
mobocracy and eventually leading to tyranny). 





3. (b) Affirmative action policies draw as much 
strong criticism as strong support. Analyze  
this statement in the context of equality. (15)
ÅWhat is Affirmative Action?
ÅGive reasons for the same with examples and its working in 

India. 
ÅHow it seeks to build a complementary relationship between 

liberty and equality to ensure justice.
ÅCriticism + Issues with affirmative action - both theoretical and 

substantive. 
ÅMay violate liberty and equality, issue of criteria for 

reservation, increasing demands from groups, politicization 
and divisive policies, does not address issues of poverty and 
injustice, cornering of benefits etc. 
ÅLook at the way forward by devising proper criteria example 

model put forward by Yogendra Yadav. 





3. (c ) Eurocentrism is both the target and 
the motive force of the post -colonial 
political theory. Discuss. (15)
ÅEmergence of Post-Colonialism as a school of 

thought. 

ÅMotive force?- Colonial experiences by many third 
world countries and encountering both the values 
and experience of Western Civilisation.  

ÅSpivak-ôWorldingõ- space constituted by 
Eurocentricism.

ÅTarget? Obviously! Saidõs Orient vs Occident debate, 
Works of Spivak and Bhabha, Fanon. 





4. (a) Buddhist thought on Dhamma 
facilitates the emancipation of political 
action. Explain. (20)
ÅBuddhist thought not merely socio -religious but also political 

in nature- Illiah . 
ÅBuddhist conception of Dhamma - to uphold certain principles 

and teachings. 
ÅHowever, encourages constant questioning. Middle path 

rather than ritualism or doctrinal binding. Focus on removal 
of suffering and happiness. 
ÅFocus on equality allows Kings to emerge from anywhere. 

Frees them from the dominance of Brahmins and priestly 
class. 
ÅAllows for action that ensures yogakshema in society. 
ÅEmphasises the duty of care owed to others (not just 

individual freedoms), and its environmental sustainability 
ethos.




