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1. (a) Imprint of the British Constitution on the Avakening Topp

Indian Constitution

naking of Constitution- Legacies of British
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* According to Bipin Chardfa, there is a’legacy of British rule because unlike C
India did not start with a clean slate.

- |* While the Indian ‘Wi-imperialist in agenda, there were a
21 number of continuities from the British Raj.” —» g aath

ient Features Of Constitution v
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Borrowed features of Constitution:

# Chandra and other scholars have highlighted how the Indian scenario presents
- of “transfer of power” rather than revolutionary rupture.

Ahe Gramscian perspective highlights continued hegemony of the British ide
ons- in politics, S()Cl(’,t?/ and economy. In fact, Hamza Alawi_point£s
'overdeveloped states” in South Asia as one of the legacies of the British ruld
| (region S f_Sw —n Pt )
his work orf Indian Constitution argues that cologialcoy ;’5@ I
4gi [e-ift a nation which transitions to postcolonial constititionalisg Simil
De. ‘a,r%ues that while the Constitution did usher in a new order,
ated the past remain unconvincing. /

P. Sathe and other scholars ar%ue, the philosophy.o'f_ GQ
m fook shape from 1885 to 1947 during the national mo
delible mark in political, economic, administr -

Feature of Indian Constitution:  Source of inspiration:

Parliamentary governmepnt, Jaw, |
procedure, single citj nship, cabinet
writs, parliamentafy privileges and bical
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to ‘sfudy politiV

approaches to the study 7o-f Politics car

broadly divided into two main categories o
Traﬂ@xMszMmﬁsed o

problems being looked at and the tools and

methodg ' mployﬁd\w
Asecond ’_,"

and em s | 1ches Dyke stressed that a
approg ithe “criteria of selectio
lestions to consider as:

Characteristics of Traditional Approaches

o Traditional approaches are largely normative and stresses on the
what ought to be.
" 6 Emphasis is on the study of different political structures and institi
ko Traditional approaches make very little attempt to-relate theory, res
jese approaches believe that since facts and values are closely
science can never be overtly scientific.
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The issue with the normativists is that while professing values which they cherish,
they portray them as universal and absolute. They do not rea) " that ethical values
are relative to time and space with a heavy subjective conten@ them.

- z

The exponents of empirical theory take normativists to task for

» relativity of values;
» cultural basis of ethics and norms;

« ideological content in the enterprise and;
« abstract and utopian nature of the project.

In recent times, again the old sensibility within the normativ emerged
and the passion for good life and good society has been maf ological X
and empirical astuteness. John Rawls’ A Theory of Justice i. shich
attempts to anchor logical and moral political theory in em 7‘

®leepyclasses.com (V! 800-890—3043®

O 1800-890-3043




(1. (b) Environmentalism of the poor

e

a

sironmental Movement Of India v

" 1st Phase of EM- Interloper (1960’s
to 1970's): .

» This phase aimed for disturbing the consensus that concern for nature was a I
only rich countries could afford. B '

« Guha- In the West, the environmental movement had arisen chiefly out of a de
¥ endangered animal :)H?Bs and natural habitats. In India, however

an

2
he imperative of | survival- environmentalism of the p
L the concern ¢ {al justice on the one hand with sustainabi

7
‘ alists like Chandi Prasad Bhatt, Sunderlal Bahuguna wt
% of ‘western imperialism’ or CIA agents preventing the rise of It

W presentative of a wide spectruimn of
. d 1080% — conflicts over forests, fish, and pastut
oe dams; conflicts about the social and envir enta
ming. -
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Clas ficBation of EM in India:

As per Jayanta Bandopadhyay: and Vandana Shiva_ecology movements in independent
India have increased against predatory exploitation ot naiural zesoticces to feed the process
development which is dominated by market forces.

Such a process has threatened the survival of the poor and powerless. These movements

have unfolded the contradictions beiweéen ‘three indians and three economies: those

revolving around the market, ¥ae household, and nature.”
‘TAM\_—_“

| Harsh Sethi classifies the struggles into three categories broadly around their ideologic

8 approach to the issue of environment,

* One, the struggles which operate in the domain of political gconomy, Yaise the issue of rights apg
distribution of resources. =,

- - = 4-‘-‘,;
nd, the movements confined to a res ponse to epvirgmnéntal problems and see g:@;gf?

in existing socio-economic frameworks and techxfolbgical innovations. ; e
e environmental movemengsfeject the dominant development paradigm

ation of both man and f¥ature relationship'. AR Z

. A Y ts
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lace;
. aprid forgét’should be made green with people’s participation and increased tree cultivation;
» village committees shouldpe formed to manage forests;
» forest related home-based industries should be develow the raw materials, money and
technique for it should be made available; and
* based on local conditions and requiremgetts, local varieties should be given priority in
afforestation.
* Complete stoppage of commercial cutting rc 8

I

ence to Gandhian tradition of non-violence.
| and sincerity of local leaders and their access tofatio
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1. (c) Functlons of Dlstrlct Planning Committee




Sl.t‘aeey C

5. Planuing. ‘Urban planning, including town
planning” was listed in Schedule 12 as a municipal
function. Quite clearly, the intent of the
Constitution is that urban planning should be a
ULB function and that the ULB should be the
‘Planning Authority’.

QBut most States have not even started the process to amend
ry Planning Acts. Even in states where
gnning authority, plans and
P regulations rtequire the final
approval of the state government.
- OSometimes, this is done piecemeal. Besides, the states Play
. ahuge role in the designation of lands reserved for various
: nities. It would be accurate to state that the planning
ctions of municipal bodies are effectively in the hands

Sleepy €
Awakmr:?nvg Top

* Para-statals are semi-government organisations, companies or agencies owned or controlled
' wholly or partly By the government, which have their own governing boards.
.+ ‘There definitely is a need for parastatals or other agencies to provide the technical data,
_and support to elected representatives to enable them to take suitable policy decisions.

ever, programme components i e creation of Special Purpese-VehicTe (SPW), a limited
‘ pany, to manage the implementation of the projects under thlties Mission)works to
3 "' pr take away powers from the Tocal government.
‘3—4 -

< orld’B has pushed for the creation of parastatals. Only tokenistic approvals for the

fanc programmes of parastatals were obtained from elected bodies- issues of L
ibgity and accountability.

L. W aj~Meanwhile legitimate planning bodies under the 74th Constitutional Ame
A\ he Digtri Planning Committees and the Metropolitan Planning Committee co

expertise

b *““ A representatives have efther nof been Setup or are dysfunctional.
A" 5 ’~\\\ gueghow these were controlled by the states
3 i.;ﬁ 'Yy > have been the domain of ULBs.
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1. (d) Satyagraha and Indian
Nationalism.

itical Strategies Of Indian Freedom
uggle video

S
@Awakm [

ﬁlscuss Satyagraha as a Strategy in the Indian National
MOVQment [2015-10mj st
MMaao Molty

’——— q—v\ TT—

aha is Gandhi's supreme confribution to political thought and praxis, It is a way of moml—pohtzcal
fon for attammg swaraj and for resolvmg baatc soczul confhcls‘/Bondurant has pointed out, -
atyagraha became "something mor rticular legal norms; it became an

instrument of struggle for positiv€ objectives and for zmdmz ),

. The term satyagraha means "holding fast to truth", "aW truth", In Hind Swa

t @ distinguished between body-force = brute force = the force of arpas’and soul force = love-force

ental c 1ange.

4

3 SATYA: According to Gandhi, although Truth is absolute, our knowledge andsg, -~ '
(D is relative and partial (Buddha, J.S. Mill). '

) Elements of AHIMSA: Acting on the basis or relative truths, the satyagrahis ser
B strategy of and ensure social harmony through the non-violent path of vir
y Sat\,'ilg!aha: truth claims.

TAPAS: Tapas or self-suffering is the test of love. Self-s
their cowardice or weakness; it is based on

N WW.S) lasses.com Q 1800- 890—3043 i
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4 atvagraha as a strategy:

oral civilizational consequences of Indian Freedom Movement adopting the method of violence.

He pointed out that to arm India on a large scale is to “Europeanize it". On the other hand Satyagraha is based o
principles of satya (truth), ahimsa (non-violence) and tapas self-suffering) which represents India’s civilizati

values.
Satyagraha is more than a political tool of resistance. It went a long way in instilling among the Indians a d ig
hard labour and mutual respect, much needed in the traditional Indian society torn apart by caste and creg
discriminations.
dhi’s emphasis on non-violence and egalitarianism thus helped build India’s national movement in
s movement. Importantly, it enabled erstwhile politically marginalised sections such as werr_l‘ 1
communities become a part of the freedom struggle. v
@ attempt at building a large, sustainable movement that could be continually resurged
: isational structure that was in touch with the masses- Indian National Cey

rship to even post-independence India and social organisational stru es like
‘social experiments, sl

H1
i3 e
§

~ © 1800-890-3043

While Gandhi’'s satyagraha is
' often criticized for being time-
taking, limited and led by elites,
% one can’t deny its importance for
3 creating foundations of
~ democracy and providing means
of socio-political protest across
the world (Martin Luther,
Mandela) even in the 21
ntury by emphasizing that™if
tolerance becomes a habit, we
he risk of missing the
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1. (e) National Commission for Minorities. e T

ational Commission
\ for Minorities (NCM)
is statutory body
established under
ational Commission
for Minorities Act

1992).

as _Dion _grgues that democracies in
Gealttpat societies may be based on

rule. and minority rights”
ich suggests that even

ovemments elected by a popular majori Totalpopulation1.2blion
m. bitzed to protect minon% rights.

ahangir while lauding India's legal

‘and constitutional provisions to

ATINOTItE as—well as the

omrmtment to secularism, in a

'Freedom of Religiou B lief in

0 the persistence certain

poor state-level law enforcement
ncreased attacks on minorities.

CM to push the government
rities against” calls fo
problem.

of increase in_crime
NC] has faxled to act

«NCM consists of a Chairperson, a
Vice-Chairperson and five members
and all of them shall be from
amongst the minority communities

| +Total of 7 persons to be nominated
Comgosihon: by the Central Government shou
be from amongst persons of
eminence, ability and integril

«Tenure: Each Member holds of
for a period of three yem
clate of assumption

Sleepy

Monitoring working or safey
& State Legislatures.

Looking into specific complaints regarding deprivation of rights & safeguards of minorities
such matters with appropriate authorities.
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Case processing capacity of NCM is adversely impacted_as unlike
Indian judicial system where there is chain of hierarchy i.e. District
% courts (District level), High Courts (State Level) & Supreme Court
(National Level), there is no such hierarchy between NCM &
minori

e

commissions set up by state governments.

Although act makes it mandatory for state governments to establish
State Minority Commissions, however, in reality not all states have

established Minority Commissions.

Further, State Minority Commissions remain under_staffed &
I largely dysfunctional due to absence of regular monitoring
mechanism leading to overburdening of NCM.

sleepyclasses.com Q@ 1800-890-3"
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Segregation of Cases
Along with establishing more State Minorities Commissions, there is

need for process regarding filtration of cases from state level

Commissions to NCM with objective of reducing excessive number of
pending & unheard cases. "

Guiding rule could be that only following classifications of cases
should be forwarded from State level commissions to NCM: "
* Cases related to Union Government. & /
* Long standing contentious cases
 Cases of grievous discrimination

pyclasses.com
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measures are suggested:

| Staffing Needs Assessment
.+ At regular intervals, conducting staffing needs asses
solution to address problem of vacant positions at lea

» Reporting of assessment in media & in annual rey
o generate political pressure in order to keep

Sleepy Classes
Makening Toppers

Sleep
Awakevﬁg

t NCM.
as leverage

cupied
er, considering volume of cases that NCM
ds assessment exercise could also provide useful dg
wether NCM requires additional funds or additio
functioning.

C
Awakening Toppers
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Use of tzchnoloyii-

Technological upgrades including investment in more sophisticated
inforination management system could help reduce the pendency rates of cases in the
commission such as e-hearing.

E:pansion of Powers. NCM could fulfil its duties assigned in statutory more rigorously if
greater iegal 4 constitutional authority is extended to NCM. NCM would be more effective if

§ it has greater authority to conduct independent enquiries in cases of transgression of rights

of the minorities & especially in cases of communal violence.

. Standing Committee on Social Justice and Empowerment in its 53rd report noted that the

NCM is “almost ineffective” in its current state to deal with cases of atrocities against

minorities. The committee recommended constitutional status to the body “without any
delay” X

recommended that “minorities commission should be replaced with or merged into
. . . . S
| Integration-cum Human Rights commission.
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6. (a) Discuss the main provisions of the 74th Sleepy

Classes
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Constitutional Amendment Act. Do you think this
Act is a 'unfulfilled dream'? Argue your case. (20)

Salient Features

;;eé -j‘NAgé/E ‘ éh‘ay‘ at for a

, ] "
cw enges of urban local bodies in India:

mm dth Jha [ORF]- Despite its impact on local governance, the 74t Amendme

stanhve issues unsettled.

he Amendment Act made some of its provisio
W

SCTEtionary. Wherever discretion was provided to the states, they e
terpretations that suited the immediate needs of states.

tural actjvities as prlmary criteria for classification of nagar p
%‘ Al corporahons%g%fwmng an urban ar
ocal rural political Teaders have been reluctant to

power, imposition of hxgher taxes, and tl\e‘ fe

800-890-3043



2. Muznicipal Functional Domain. In the functional domain, ULBs
were left as abandoned as earlier.

“A coMdiison of the State leglslahon with central Act reveals that few State
overihts have availed of the opportunity presented by the 74 Constitutional
ner ¥nt to clarify municipal functions listed as ‘obligatory” and dlscretlonary'
y/d overlapping institutional functional and geographic 14 ]unsdlctlons

v

7

more, parastatals performmg some of these functions are still in exis
complicating matters. Linkages between levels of urban local bodies,
ies and allocation of functions also appear missing. In sum, the Amen
to spell out a well-defined functional domain for ULBs and
1l as earlier in terms of allocation of functions. These re

~ A 1RNN_RAN_RN4
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@Awakanmg Toppers .
3. Municipal Financial Domain. The lack of autonomy of ULBs also extends to finances. Municipal
corpeiations have two types of revenue hases 3/4 revenue and hon-reveniic, but property tax is the
‘only major internal source. However, issues of undervaluation, non-availability of database of

| properties, low rates, low collection efficiency and lack of indexation of property values disable the

§ ULBs from fully accessing it.

of ULBs even more precarious. On the one hand, GST is silent on
. share of ULBs; on the other, it has subsumed many of the local taxes. 4

www.sleepyclasses.com
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Way forward
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According to RAMANATIH JHA, if urban local bodies (ULBs) are to be empowered to become
self-governing institutions, the state would have to perform a different role than what it is
@l doing today as written below.

erational roles vis-a-vis municipal bodies

‘ ves dibuld have‘to_s‘h.

yAd

assume a more strategic r
lishing state-wide govern

a to exercise them without hindrance by the state.

Snally, a city “government would have to be led by an empowered, autonomous chief

l” ~~~\\ whosc eaure is co-termmous with the municipal body.

=3 @ 1800-890-3043

OREF report points to the need too access market by urban local bodies to
raise funds has become both necessary and a feasible alternative in the
future. In developed countries, municipal bonds are a major source >f
funding for urban financing.

Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation was the first to make a public
offering in 1998. Since 1998, local bodies in other cities like Nashik,

Nagpur, Ludhiana, and Madurai have accessed the capital markets
through municipal bonds. However, the share of municipal bonds in the

h1 total debt market is still insignificant, only 1% of urban bodies financial
#\ needs are met through municipal bonds as against 10% in the US.

e ax
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6. (b) How does NITI Aayog as a 'policy think tank Awakening Toppers
with shared vision' visualize the restructuring of
planning in India?(15)

Sleepy Classes

Awakening Toppers

&

- NITI Aavog-—

To fix the shortcomings of the PC, the
government in 2014 replaced the body

i with the NITI Aaycg.

abinet. The Administrative Reforms Committee(ARC) called the Planning Commission
» Cabinet as it despite being a non elected body started to yield more power than the
elected ministers of the parliament. Their was favouritism in appointments and nepotism _—
e e eystem. NITI Aayog is the premier policy
think tank of the government 0
India, providing both directional and

Barring the First and the Sixth Five Year Plans, che actual rate of growth remained way below
§ 4he aimed growth rates of GNP and per capita income. India’s low GDP growth rate was
8 labelled as the Hindu rate of growt- Raj Krishna (3.5%-5%). Accordingly, some neoliberal

writers instead use the term "Nehruvian rate of growth” (Arun Shourie, Sanjeev Sanyal).
e e — .

policy inputs. It aims to inspire a
shared vision of national
development facilitating cooperative
federalism with Indian
characteristics.

g*'ff;:
’lanning Commission was given the responsibility to distribute funds among the s
Rajmannar committee also mentioned that the PC supersedes the authority of llu‘g ¥
mission undermining fiscal federalism. o N :5"," :
. .-“‘1‘{* ‘1" yE»
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sPC was = toothless body and had no

ower to hold the Union and State
" government accountable for failing to
leachieve their growth targets.

i PC had no membership
“from the state governments. As per K.
Santhanam, planning superseded the
| federation of our country, PC gave rise
“to centralising/ unitary trend in indian

. o R 1800-890-3043
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2% %pproach to developmg{pt-
e Rather than releasin ¢ 5 year plang, NITI Aayog has gone for 3
) :

g periodi
ear Action a @; and 15 yearyision document.

n and Atal Tinkering Labs,
NITI Aayog aims to promote innovation and out of the box thinking in
the country. (e
oim dno, g accoy #Dili il
j ITI Aayog is also bringing about a greater level of
n the system. NITI Aayog has established a Development
and Evaluation Office which collects data on the performance of
istries on a real-time basis, A
‘are then used at the highest policymaking levels to establish
‘and improve performance. This performance- and outcome-based |
oring and evaluation of government work can have a signifiéag}t"",
the efficiency of governance. /

SeS8.CcOom
- 2%
o/,
.
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