
Repeatedly asked 
Concepts in UPSC 

Prelims



Rights

What are 
Rights?

It is an entitlement or a justified/ 
legitimate claim due to us as 

humans. 

These are necessary to lead a life of 
respect and dignity. 

Natural Law- Born with 
them- Inalienable- Natural 

Rights

Basis of equal and unique 
humanity- for a minimum 

good life- human rights

Kinds of 
Rights?

Political Rights- 
Individual > Government

Economic Rights

Consider the good of all

Relationship 
between Rights 

& 
Responsibilities

These are necessary for our well 
being and development. 

Source of 
Rights?

Enshrined in Constitution/ 
legal system of land- 

obligation on State to do or 
not do something- legal 

rights

Cultural Rights

Respect the rights of others

Balance our rights in case of 
conflict

Vigilant about limitation on 
rights



Secularism

What is 
Secularism?

Opposes all forms of 
inter-religious 
domination. 

Opposes intra-
religious 

domination. 

What is a Secular 
State? 

Must not be run by the heads of 
any particular religion. 

Separation between religious & 
political institutions.

Committed to principles and 
goals derived from non-religious 

sources. 

Mainstream/ Western Secularism

Mutual 
exclusion 

between State 
and Religion

The state 
cannot aid 

any religious 
institution nor 

hinder their 
activities.

Little scope 
for 

community 
based rights.

Indian Model of Secularism

Equal focus 
on focus on 

intra-religious 
and inter- 
religious 

domination. 

Deals with 
religious 

freedom of 
individuals as 

well as 
communities. 

Compatible 
with the idea 

of state-
supported 
religious 
reform. 



Mock question:

• Which of the following is linked to understanding the 
Constitutional idea of secularism in India?

1. Equal protection by the State to all religions. 

2. Maintain freedom within religious denominations.

3. Ensure separate sphere of individual jurisdiction of 
religion from State. 
a) 1 Only

b) 1 & 2 Only

c) 2 & 3 only

d) 1, 2 & 3
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