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CONGRESS DOMINANCE
1952-1967

) States ruled by congress during 1952-1967
1 Kerala - Democratic Left Front 1957- 1850

Note: This illustration is not a map drawn to scale and should not be taken to be
an authentic depiction of India’s external boundaries.
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As early as in 1957, the Congress party had the bitter taste of defeat in Kerala.

In the assembly elections held in March 1957, the Communist Party won the

largest number of seats in the Kerala legislature. The party won 60 of the

126 seats and had the support of five independents. The governor invited

E. M. S. Namboodiripad, the leader of the Communist legislature party, to form

the mlmstry For the first time in the world, a Communist party government
. ‘had come to power through democratic elections.

“*" Onlosing power in the State, the Congress party began a ‘liberation struggle’
against the elected government. The CPI had come to power on the promise of
carrying out radical and progressive policy measures. The Communists claimed
that the agitation was led by vested interests and religious organisations.
In 1959 the Congress government at
the Centre dismissed the Communist
government in Kerala under Article 356
of the Constitution. This decision proved
very controversial and was widely cited
as the first instance of the misuse of
constitutional emergency powers.

.

E.M.S. Namboodiripad, léading a procession of
Communist Party workers, after his ministry was
dismissed from office in Trivandrum in August

1959. ——
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The origins of the Socialist Party can be traced FO R w n R D |
back to the mass movement stage of the Indian
National Congress in the pre-independence era. TO A
The Congress Socialist Party (CSP) was formed
within the Congress in 1934 by a group of young

leaders who wanted a more radical and egalitarian n S S p n R T U
Congress. In 1948, the Congress amended its ‘
constitution to prevent its members from having a
dual party membership. This forced the Socialists to
form a separate Socialist Party in 1948. The Party’s
electoral performance caused much disappointment
toits supporters. Although the Party had presence in
most of the states of India, it could achieve electoral

success only in a few pockets. m
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. - Acharya Narendra 1
Abhidharma  p.y (1889-1956):
kosha . Freedom fighter and |

- founding President of .
the Congress Socialist -

Party; jailed several
times during the
freedom movement;
active in peasants’
movement; a scholar
of Buddhism; after
independence led the
Socialist Party and
later the Praja Socialist

Party
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" the ideology of democratic
* socialism which distinguished

The socialists believed in

them both from the Congress as
well as from the Communists.
They criticised the Congress
for favouring capitalists and

landlords and for ignoring the NoXef VAR ESEN V.V B4

workers and the peasants. But
the socialists faced a dilemma
when in 1955 the Congress declared its goal to be the
socialist pattern of society. Thus it became difficult for the
socialists to present themselves as an effective alternative
to the Congress. Some of them, led by Rammanohar Lohia,
increased their distance from and criticism of the Congress
party. Some others like Asoka Mehta advocated a limited
cooperation with the Congress.

The Socialist Party went through many splits and reunions
leading to the formation of many socialist parties. These
included the Kisan Mazdoor Praja Party, the Praja Socialist
Party and Samyukta Socialist Party. Jayaprakash Narayan,
Achyut Patwardhan, Asoka Mehta, Acharya Narendra Deyv,
Rammanohar Lohia and S.M. Joshi were among the leaders
of the socialist parties. Many parties in contemporary India,
like the Samajwadi Party, the Rashtriya Janata Dal, Janata
Dal (United) and the Janata Dal (Secular) trace their origins

. to the Socialist Party.
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Democratic Socialism

* Democratic socialism is defined as having a socialist
economy in which the means of production are
socially and collectively owned or controlled
alongside a democratic political system of
government.

* Democratic socialists reject most self-described
socialist states, which followed Marxism-Leninism
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Support a socialist economic mode of production

Here, means of production are socially and
collectively owned or controlled alongside a
democratic political system of government.

Democratic socialists reject most self-described
socialist states, which followed Marxism—Leninism

Democratic socialists reject Marxism-Leninism (i.e.,
communism) as a legitimate form of socialism,
arguing that command economies effectively belong
to a small bureaucracy that treats the means of
production as its own private property

Democratic socialists also disagree with social
democrats’ attempts to harness capitalism to a
strong welfare state, since such mixed economies
still leave many businesses’ ownership under
private (and therefore undemocratic) control.

Support capitalist economic mode of production

Believe capitalism can be humanized with economic
regulations and social interventions such as welfare
programs, taxation etc.

Aim to create policies within capitalist system to
kead to better democratic and egalitarian outcomes
to curb inequality, poverty and oppression of the
underprivileged.

Maintain that goals of capitalism and goals of
democracy can be made concilable.

Democratic Socialism Social Democracy Slcepl,l Classes
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In the early 1920s communist groups
emerged in different parts of India taking
inspiration from the Bolshevik revolution
in Russia and advocating socialism as the
solution to problems affecting the country.
From 1935, the Communists worked mainly
from within the fold of the Indian National
Congress. A parting of ways took place in
December 1941, when the Communists
decided to support the British in their war
against Nazi Germany. Unlike other non-
Congress parties the CPIl had a well-oiled
party machinery and dedicated cadre
at the time of Independence. However,
Independence raised different voices in
the party. The basic question that troubled
the party was the nature

of Indian independence. Nttt
Was India really free or
was freedom a sham?
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the party was the nature

was freedom a sham?

Soon after Independence,

the party thought that the transfer of power in 1947
was not true independence and encouraged violent -
uprisings in Telangana. The Communists failed to -
generate popular support for their position and were -
crushed by the armed forces. This forced them to
rethink their position. In 1951 the Communist Party
abandoned the path of violent revolution and decided
to participate in the approaching general elections.
In the first general election, CPl won 16 seats and
emerged as the largest opposition party. The party’s

support was more concentrated in Andhra Pradesh,
West Bengal, Bihar and Kerala.

A. K. Gopalan, S.A. Dange, E.M.S. Namboodiripad,

P.C. Joshi, Ajay Ghosh and P. Sundarraya were .
among the notable leaders of the CPI. The Party went
through a major split in 1964 following the ideological -
rift between Soviet Union and China. The pro-Soviet -
faction remained as the CPI, while the opponents -
formed the CPI(M). Both these parties continue to -
- of Parliament from 1952. -

exist to this day.

of Indian independence. "¢
Was India really free or |

the ;')arty. The basic question that troubled
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A.K. Gopalan
(1904-1977): Communist
leader from Kerala,
worked as a Congress
worker initially; joined
the Communist Party in
1939; after the split in
the Communist Party

in 1964, joined the

CPI (M) and worked

for strengthening the
party; respected as a
parliamentarian; Member
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Bharatiya jana Sangh

The Bharatiya Jana Sangh was
formed in 1951 with Shyama
Prasad Mukherjee as its founder-
President. Its lineage however
can be traced back to the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) and the Hindu Mahasabha
before Independence.

The Jana Sangh was different from
other parties in terms of ideology
and programmes. It emphasised
the idea of one country, one
culture and one nation and
believed that the country could
become modern,
progressive and strong
on the basis of Indian
culture and traditions. The
party called for a reunion
of India and Pakistan
in Akhand Bharat. The
party was in forefront of
the agitation to replace
English with Hindi as the
official language of India
and was also opposed to the granting of concessions
to religious and cultural minorities. The party was
a consistent advocate of India developing nuclear
weapons especially after China carried out its atomic
tests in 1964.
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become modern,
progressive and strong
on the basis of Indian
culture and traditions. The
party called for a reunion
of India and Pakistan
in Akhand Bharat. The
party was in forefront of «
the agitation to replace
English with Hindi as the
official language of India
and was also opposed to the granting of concessions
to religious and cultural minorities. The party was
a consistent advocate of India developing nuclear
weapons especially after China carried out its atomic
tests in 1964.

In the 1950s Jana Sangh remained on the margins
of the electoral politics and was able to secure only 3
Lok Sabha seats in 1952 elections and 4 seats in 1957
general elections to Lok Sabha. In the early years its
support came mainly from the urban areas in the Hindi
speaking states like Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Delhi
and Uttar Pradesh. The party's leaders included Shyama
Prasad Mukherjee, Deen Dayal Upadhyaya and Balraj
Madhok. The Bharatiya Janata Party traces its roots to
the Bharatiya Jana Sangh.
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Swatantra Party was formed in August
1959 after the Nagpur resolution of the
Congress which called for land ceilings,
take-over of food grain trade by the state
and adoption of cooperative farming. The
party was led by old Congressmen like C.
Rajagopalachari, K.M.Munshi, N.G.Ranga
and Minoo Masani. The party stood out
from the others in terms of its position on
economic issues.

The Swatantra Party wanted the
government to be less and less involved
in controlling the economy. It believed
that prosperity could come only through
individual freedom.
It was critical of the
development strategy
of state intervention
in the economy,
centralised planning,
nationalisation and the
public sector. It instead
favoured expansionofa
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Consider the following statements:

1. Inthe first Lok Sabha, the single largest party in the opposition was the
Swatantra Party.

2. Inthe Lok Sabha, a "Leader of the Opposition" was recognised for the first
time in 1969.

3. Inthe Lok Sabha, if a party does not have a minimum of 75 members, its
leader cannot be recognised as the Leader of the Opposition.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) All three

(d) None of the above
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of state intervention
in the economy,
centralised planning,

public sector. It instead

favoured expansionofa -
free private sector. The Swatantra Party was against -
land ceilings in agriculture, and opposed cooperative
farming and state trading. It was also opposed to the -
progressive tax regime and demanded dismantling
of the licensing regime. It was critical of the policy of

non-alignment and maintaining friendly relations with

the Soviet Union and advocated closer ties with the

United States. The Swatantra Party gained strength
in different parts of the Country by way of merger with

numerous regional parties and interests. It attracted -
the landlords and princes who wanted to protect -
their land and status that was being threatened by °

the land reforms legislation. The industrialists and

business class who were against nationalisation and |
the licensing policies also supported the party. Its
narrow social base and the lack of a dedicated cadre -

of party members did not allow it to build a strong
organisational network.

it was criucal or the -
development strategy

nationalisation and the

Swatantra Party (1959).
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C. Rajagopalachari
(1878-1972): A senior leader
of Congress and literary
writer; close associate of
Mahatma Gandhi; member
of Constituent Assembly; first
Indian to be the Governor
General of India (1948-
1950); minister in Union
Cabinet; later became Chief
Minister of Madras state;
first recipient of the Bharat
Ratna Award; founder of the
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