
Remember these most 
asked Concepts in 

UPSC Prelims



Freedom

What is 
Freedom?

Absence of external 
constraints (Rule of 

Self)

Adequate conditions 
for people to develop 

their creativity and 
capabilities (Rule over 

Self)

A free society is one 
which enables all its 
members to develop 
their potential with 

the minimum of social 
constraints. 

Freedom from 
domination and 
external controls

Freedom from social 
inequality and extreme 
economic inequalities

Harm Principle 
to guide 

balance of 
constraints

Self Regarding actions

Other regarding 
actions

Serious harm- 
Force of Law

Minor harm- 
Social 

disapproval

In Indian 
Constitution, 

justifiable 
constraints is 

reasonable 
restrictions. 



Equality

What is 
Equality?

All ideal the concept of 
equality invokes the 
idea that all human 

beings have an equal 
worth regardless of 
their colour, gender, 
race, or nationality. 

This is based on the 
notion of shared 

humanity.

Society based on 
division of work and 

functions

One’s opportunities 
should not be pre-

determined by birth or 
social circumstances

Three different 
dimensions of 

equality to 
achieve in 

society

Political and legal equality

Economic equality

Affirmative 
Action

Rule of Law, 
Prohibition of 

discrimination & 
untouchability, 

policy of 
reservation

Natural 
differences vs 

Social 
Differences

Social Equality/ Equality 
of opportunity
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